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The Feast of Tabernacles 2021 Provides a Week of Rest
By Ariana Del Signore
American statesman Benjamin Franklin once wrote, “In this
world nothing can be said to be
certain, except death and taxes.”
The challenges of the last year
and a half have likely cemented that sentiment in the minds
of many around the world. The
events of recent months have
shown us how quickly life can
change.
But for those in God’s
Church, death and taxes are not
the only certain things.
This year, the Holy Days
again reminded Christians exactly what is certain—Jesus is
returning to establish His Kingdom, and no matter what happens right now, there are good
things coming. God is in control,
and what His Festivals represent
is as certain as the sun rising in
the east.
Despite fiery challenges
surrounding the Feast (related to COVID-19 for many),

thousands of people stopped to
worship God and celebrate His
promises by observing the Feast
of Tabernacles for a week.
Charles Melear, UCG conference planner and Festival coordinator, provided the following update:
“Nearly all the Feast sites
around the world have reported their attendance numbers for
2021. This year 9,457 attended in
person whether at a fully operational Feast site or a satellite site.
Of the 55 total sites at least 10
were satellite sites.
“COVID-19 has significantly
impacted both 2020 and 2021
Feasts. However, comparing this
year to last year, 532 more people were able to attend live services this year.
“Also, 462 people registered
for the category of ‘Celebrating
the Feast at Home/Online.’ It is
hard to track actual numbers,
but Panama City Beach and
Bend/Redmond were the daily
official webcast sites. Additional

During the Feast of Tabernacles, brethren from all over the world
spent eight days worshiping God and celebrating His promises.

Feast sites provided webcasting
so anybody was able to connect
to a live service daily.”
On pages 2-12 of this issue of
United News, you can read about
many of the Feast sites. Efforts
are made to provide updates on

the Feast experiences of all those
who keep the Feast associated
with UCG, but due to the nature
of this year there are those who
were unable to participate in a
larger group or who couldn’t
travel to an official, in-person

UCG Feast site. God sees the effort and dedication of His people
as they worship through trials.
May we all be renewed by the
surety of God’s amazing promises as we enter this next postFeast season! UN

Meetings for 2022 United Youth Camps Held at Home Office
By Steve Nutzman
The 23rd annual camp team
conference was held at the home
office this week from Monday,
Oct. 25, through Wednesday,
Oct. 27. This year, 14 teen camp
directors and wives discussed a
host of topics in order to assess
and optimize the camp program.
The 2022 main Christian Living theme is “Becoming Sons and
Daughters of God.” Daily Christian Living classes are the core of
each preteen and teen camp, and
help create discussions during
the camp activities. Five daily

subthemes that flesh out the overall theme were also finalized this
week. There is a lot of give and
take during the animated discussions, with the goal of building
a safe and spiritual environment
for campers and staff.
Camp directors also reviewed what went well at camp
and how to improve for next season. Camp surveys are a valuable
way of getting feedback from
campers, staff and parents. One
survey question this year was,
“What spiritual lessons did you
learn at camp this year?” One
camper wrote, “God has given us

hope in the form of eternal life
in the future and strength to get
through trials.”
Five camps were held last
summer and Winter Camp was
held in late December 2020. A
total of 420 campers and 276
staff attended a camp.
The camp directors and
wives wish to thank the parents
of the delightful youth who attend camp. Psalm 127:3 states,
“Children are a heritage from
the Lord,” and we rejoice in
youth of all ages.
The 2022 camp dates can be
found at uyc.ucg.org. UN

Operation Manager’s Update

Announcements

The camp directors discuss plans for the 2022 United Youth Camp program.
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Australia
Sunshine Coast,
Queensland
On the first Holy Day our
attendance was 297. Cooler
than normal weather prevailed
throughout the Feast, but did
not stop the swimming and
surfing. The gorgeous beaches
themselves provided great recreation, and some took early
morning fishing trips. Migrating whales also put on a display
and at times could be seen from
shore. The messages again this
year were outstanding from all
the local speakers. There were
no transfers into this site, as borders were closed and residents
from other nearby states were in
lockdown. COVID-19 restrictions were in place for most of
the Feast, and the result was a
COVID-19-free feast. In Australia, the quarantine restrictions
are set by the state Health Departments and are determined
by the number of infections
existing in an area. Thankfully, at Feast time there were no
cases on the Sunshine Coast.
All Feast recreational activities
were organized privately but still
had to comply with state Health
Department rules. One of our
members generously donated a
large number of pizzas for a final
outdoor get-together after the final service. We ate together, said
our farewells and capped off a
most inspiring Feast.
Bill Bradford

Bolivia and Peru

In order to participate in the
Feast of Tabernacles and Eighth
Day, this year we decided to
join with our brethren in Chile
and Mexico to celebrate online.
The pandemic continues to affect our countries and it is not
recommended to celebrate it in
person at this time.
This is the second time that
Chile and Mexico celebrated it
in this way, but for Bolivia and
Peru, it was the first time we
celebrated a combined Feast.
Thanks to the blessings God
poured out on His Church, everything turned out as planned.
Members participated from
Peru, who usually connect to
services online every Sabbath.
The messages and Bible studies that we received during the
Feast were uplifting and very
helpful. Several brethren participated in activities from Guatemala, such as a ladies’ activity,

youth Bible studies, an activity
for the seniors and one for the
singles.
It was nice to see so many
young people and children participate in the singing during
special music and the offertory
music. All those assigned did
their part so that the Feast took
place in an atmosphere of cordiality, spiritual unity and Christian fellowship. We also viewed
the messages from the home office through recorded sermons
from president Victor Kubik,
as well as from our director for
the Latin American areas, Mario
Seiglie.
The online service transmissions were made through Wirecast, Zoom, YouTube and other
live platforms. We must highlight the work of the organizers,
the excellent technical support
of the team and the enthusiasm
that the hymn directors showed.
The children and youth
were entertained and attentive
through Sabbath school and
Bible studies, thanks to the enthusiasm, dynamism and effort
of the ladies. In this way, the
children and young people continued learning more about the
meaning of the Fall Festivals.
The final balance was totally
positive, because in addition to
rejoicing, some brethren met in
Santa Cruz to enjoy their family activities through meals and
walks.
Because we were not physically together, and it was not
possible to take an official Feast
photo as we used to do before
the pandemic, this time almost
everyone sent their photographs
from La Paz, Santa Cruz, Lima,
El Salvador, Uruguay and Colombia. The photos were put together in a collage as a pleasant
and unforgettable memory of
this year’s Feast. There was an
average attendance of 66 brethren.
Before concluding this report, we warmly thank the ministers of Chile and Mexico for
giving us full support and we
thank our God and Father for
having allowed us to celebrate
His Feasts in an exceptional way.
Raúl Machicao

Brazil
Búzios
Twenty-six brethren from
three different countries—Brazil, United States and the Netherlands—gathered together to

observe the Feast at the beautiful
Búzios beach in southern Brazil.
For six Brazilians, it was their
very first Feast, most of whom
were newly baptized. In addition, it was also the first Feast for
one of the U.S. members. Many
others joined services by Zoom
from Brazil, Canada, Portugal,
Angola and Scotland.
Members from Maloca de
Moscou also attended via Zoom
and the highest count was 45
members on the Sabbath.
Services were given in English with a simultaneous Portuguese translation.
Many bridged the translation barrier by using the Google
translate app, which proved to
be an enormous help for communication and God’s Spirit was
an evident binding force.
Many excellent and inspirational messages were delivered
throughout the Feast. We were
reminded that we were attending God’s school to learn to be
leaders in the world tomorrow.
The introduction to the Feast
covered why we need to keep
God’s Holy Days. A positive
“virtuous circle” was explained
to ensure growth in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Messages painted a very vivid picture of how we are called to
be the bride of Jesus Christ; how
we need to have a servant-leadership attitude; and how universal love for all human beings will
eventually permeate in the Millennium. God will create a paradise on earth, and He will use us
to bring that about. The whole of
mankind will have an opportunity to have their human nature
changed to divine nature.
We were very blessed to
have exceptional special music
by talented people every day of
the Feast, which included the
English-speaking Festival choir
and the Brazilian Festival choir.
Organized activities included a scenic dune buggy ride
through Búzios, which included
stops along the beautiful beaches and a relaxing boat ride along
the Búzios coastline. Both activities were enjoyed by everyone.
A ladies’ afternoon proved to
be a big success. Georgia Veller
demonstrated how to make woven cards and each lady was able
to create her own.
The sentiment that this year’s
Feast in Búzios was the best
Feast ever was unanimous!
Maria Lucas from Vero
Beach, Florida, said: “This has
been the most educational and

intimate Feast that I have ever
attended, and I am so happy that
God put it on my heart to go to
Brazil.”
Rachael Reed described her
experience in Búzios: “Inspiring messages and fellowship lit a
fire among all the brethren here.
We encourage others to consider coming to the Feast in Búzios
and look forward to seeing our
Brazilian brothers and sisters in
years to come.”
The Brazilian brethren
echoed their sentiments, saying
it was a wonderful experience!
Portuguese brethren in Angola also met in eight locations
over eight provinces with a total
attendance of 2,617 brethren attending the Feast.
Kathy de Campos

Canada
Drumheller, Alberta
The Feast in Drumheller
went well, with great weather
the whole time, very few anointings and no reports of anyone
coming down with COVID-19.
Five days before the Feast started, the Alberta government
came out with more restrictions.
For houses of worship, we were
required to wear masks, social
distance and be reduced to one
third capacity for attendance.
We were able to rent a third
section of the ballroom since
another group canceled, and
this gave us 660 fire code capacity. One third of that was 220
and that is about how many we
had registered. Our high attendance was 176. We seated families in cohort groups, socially
distanced. These were assigned
seats for the whole Feast. The
facility also made outdoor space
on the balcony available, where
people could take off their masks
and drink coffee before and after
services, free of charge. Claudia
Salomaa, along with volunteers,
handled the coffee service as
well as stage decorations.
We were blessed with a great
variety of speakers and they did
well. The services were webcast
and we also had Zoom phone
connections.
Our audio-visual crew did a
fantastic job! Hymns and scriptures were projected on three
drop-down screens. We used the
house speakers and data projectors which worked out well.
Each day’s service schedule was
shown on TV monitors in the
foyer and main entrance.
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Tracey Jongerius coordinated the music for the first time
this year. We had quality special
music each day as well as offertory on the two Holy Days. For
song services, we had a musical ensemble, plus various ones
singing in the microphone onstage. The children’s choir, which
was directed by Kate Anderson,
did a fantastic job! The technical
crew recorded it and made the
video available to the parents.
As usual, Susan Davis did a
great job with Festival youth instruction. They shared the projects they worked on with everyone afterwards.
We were able to capitalize
on some of the local attractions
including the Tyrrell Museum,
Atlas Coal Mine tour and
Barney’s Adventure Park. We
also had a well-attended variety
show, coordinated by Kevin
Spahich. It lasted for about an
hour and a half. The variety
show and all special music and
sermons are available to view
online at ucgedmonton.org/
ArchivedSermons.jsp.
The brethren were happy to
be able to go to a live, in-person
Feast site, and they donated generously to the coffee fund and
Family Helping Families fund.
This year was a Feast with
lots of fellowship and many people who were happy to serve.
Government restrictions on
restaurants either requiring
proof of vaccination or using
just one third capacity for outdoor dining forced more people
to entertain in their residences.
On the last day of the Feast,
during announcements, Rainer
Salomaa, who has coordinated
about 23 Feasts, had decided it
was time to step down and turn
the reigns over to a younger couple. He and his wife called Mike
and Tonya Erickson onto the
stage and the baton was passed
on for them to begin coordinating. Drumheller is booked for
2022. God blessed us there this
year, and we thank Him for that.
Rainer Salomaa

Midland, Ontario
This year was the most unusual Feast of Tabernacles ever
observed in Midland, Ontario.
Because of sudden and unexpected provincial legislation,
Feast plans had to be revised significantly in time for the Feast
beginning on Sept. 22. Prior to
that date, vaccinated and unPlease see page 4
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vaccinated people could meet
together in a hotel conference
center, and also eat in restaurants together. However, after
that date, only vaccinated people
would be allowed to enter a hotel
meeting space or eat a meal inside a restaurant. Furthermore,
a person would have to provide
ID and proof of vaccination in
order to be granted entry.
This legislation was announced with only two weeks
lead-time and created all kinds
of organizational and planning
complications for the Feast organizers and attendees.
The new Provincial legislation thus only allowed everyone
to meet in person in Midland
on the opening night and on the
first day. Zoom services were
provided for those who opted to
stay home for those occasions.
Thereafter, only our vaccinated
brethren could meet in person
in the hotel ballroom while others watched online from hotel
rooms or from homes. Some
arranged to watch with a small
group. All messages were handled through a combination of
in-person and online speaking
via Zoom. This worked remarkably well despite an occasional
problem with bandwidth. Each
church service was well prepared and well presented.
We had live piano accompaniment for hymns on the opening night and on the afternoon
of the first Holy Day. We also
had live piano offertory music
on the first Holy Day. Thereafter, all music was MP3-sourced,
except for the offertory music
on the Eighth Day which was
the UCG virtual choir singing
the magnificent “Hallelujah
Chorus.”
The welcome video from
the home office and the webcast Sabbath sermon by Victor
Kubik were both well-received.
With only one child attending
on site, we did not have a youth
education program. Jim Lucas
did conduct a teen Bible study,
which was a fine success.
During the week, strict protocols were followed to avoid an
outbreak of COVID-19. Everyone entering the main hall had a
temperature check and filled out
a questionnaire that included
contact tracing information. A
deacon from the Toronto congregation provided COVID-19
rapid tests for use onsite as needed. Several tests were conducted

and all came back negative. To
our knowledge, nobody was affected by the virus during the
Feast. There were only a handful
of anointings.
This Feast was made possible because of a quick change
of plans with many people providing their service to plan
last-minute outdoor activities
that everyone could attend.
The vaccinated offered to help
those who were unvaccinated in
any way needed. What initially
seemed to be a “disaster” actually
turned into a very inspiring and
enjoyable Feast. One fear was
that the regulations that separated people into the “vaxed” and
“unvaxed” categories might lead
to a split in the group. That did
not occur. Many of those attending had been unable to meet for
church for months and were so
happy to be together with others that they did whatever was
needed to make the Feast work.
Many mentioned how inspiring
it was to be together as a group
once again.
The family day activity was a
fitting finale for the Feast week.
Although the forecast called for
rain, the sun shone beautifully
instead. Organizers had planned
a Hawaiian theme with food
and decorations to match. We
had 83 people attend this event
at a local park and participate
enthusiastically in the meal and
softball game, providing joyous
fellowship.
Feast coordinators all know
that unexpected things occur during the Feast. This year
certainly demonstrated that.
It showed the need to remain
flexible and positive. Once the
provincial regulations were announced, all the scheduled Feast
activities had to be re-visited.
However, we learned that while
planning ahead is important, a
group of motivated people can
put together fine activities even
on short notice.
Patrick Read
Anthony Wasilkoff

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
(Satellite)

This was the second year in
a row that the Feast has been
held in Saskatoon. This year we
were blessed with summer-like
weather for the entire Feast. We
were also fortunate that major
provincial COVID-19 heath restrictions didn’t come into effect
until Oct. 1, three days after the
Feast.
Thirty-six Feastgoers met in
person. This number swelled to

42 on the high days, in addition
to those who were unable to attend and connected on Zoom,
joining us as one large family.
The week was filled with activities including a treasure hunt
road rally, an inspirational film
festival, a family day picnic and
a games social in the beautiful
Diefenbaker Park. We also had
a catered Festival dinner. One
of the members brought a large
jigsaw puzzle that was set up
at the back of the hall. It was a
center of chattering voices and
laughter, attracting both young
and old, all sharing in the goal of
finishing it before the Feast was
over. Many also got together and
went to the Berry Barn, a local
attraction.
As in the previous year,
members generously donated to
three different local charities.
There was inspiring special
music each day of the Feast that
included a wide range of vocal
solos, quartets and piano solos.
The messages were also inspiring, giving us a clear picture
of the Millennium and Kingdom
of God.
Thank you to all who made
this year’s Feast so special.
Larry DeLong

Surrey, British Columbia
(Satellite)

The city of Surrey became
the temporary dwelling place
for 35 Feastgoers in British Columbia, Canada; the place where
God put His name and which
became a refuge for those put
out when COVID-19 restrictions closed down their assigned
Feast site in Osoyoos. Surrey
became the place that 35people
now remember as nothing less
than simply delightful.
Surrey is a distinct municipal
jurisdiction within the greater
Vancouver area, serving half a
million residents and boasting
a picturesque Pacific coastline.
It’s located in a different health
authority than Osoyoos, and so
it did not have the same mandates that would have prevented
brethren from singing and socializing outside of services—
something nearly impossible to
ask of rejoicing brethren!
Surrey effectively became a
regional or satellite site, as this
year—like last year—we were
not joined by any international
brethren. And when Osoyoos
had to be canceled, we lost almost all the brethren from other
parts of Canada. So, by ourselves
and one family from Ontario,
we did as commanded—we re-

joiced, and we became a family.
Many made it out for mini
golf, a seaside lunch and fellowship, shopping and other personal sightseeing adventures,
plus many evening dinners and
get-togethers were enjoyed.
Some, as well, housed together—making for many close
and long-lasting friendships in
Christ.
This was also an occasion in
which the brethren here could
see John Elliott, who has been
their pastor for five and a half
years. John and Merrie had been
stranded on the U.S. side of the
border and separated from their
flock since the pandemic began.
Everyone was so thankful border restrictions eased late this
summer and they were able to
make their way around to see
everyone one last time before
retirement. John and Merrie
were also able to enjoy part of
the Feast together with them
just after the close of their pastoral service since John retired on
Sept. 15.
This is the second year that
British Columbia has been seriously impacted as far as keeping
the Feast of Tabernacles. Join
with us in praying for a return,
next year, to open and free travel and the ability to rejoice with
brethren around the world, at
every Feast site, in celebration of
the glorious day when our Lord
dwells on earth and peace is finally established.
Wayne Ward
David Palmer

Chile
Pichilemu
We met this year at a resort
in Pichilemu, Chile, located 180
miles southwest of Santiago, the
capital of Chile. We were able to
celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles and the Eighth Day in this
beach resort. The comfortable
cabins housed 91 people who
gathered for this occasion. The
place has nice facilities with
a heated swimming pool and
good Internet, which allowed
us to maintain a stable signal
during all the days of the Feast.
The Feast in Pichilemu was
conducted both online and in
person. Thank God, everything
turned out wonderfully! We
were able to transmit the spiritual food to all those who could
not travel, both in Chile and
abroad. Also, we were able to
feel connected to Mexico, Bolivia and even Guatemala online

through studies, services and social activities.
We also had an outdoor activity for the 16 children who
participated at the Feast, a
spokesmen’s club dinner, a youth
social activity, Sabbath school, a
youth study and at the close of
the Feast there were three baptisms.
We thank God for His mercy
and inspiration so that we were
able to experience such a beautiful and magnificent Feast!
Jaime Gallardo

Colombia

This year, the Feast in Colombia had two main sites where
a total of 52 brethren met. The
“Brisas de San Andrés” Country
Club again opened its doors to
accommodate 27 people, mainly
from the congregation of Santa
Rosa, Colombia. The beautiful
surroundings inspired the attendees to thank God for His
great creation each day. Many
of those attending that site were
young, which is why there were
a lot of sporting activities. In addition, the young people avidly
participated in the special music. Likewise, two Bible studies
were planned for them so that
they could see that the Bible is
a guide for instruction and success in both physical and spiritual living. They were so involved
in the Feast they didn’t miss
things like watching television.
Among other activities, there
was a 1970s-themed dance, a
ride to several nearby places and
a children’s party. A blessing of
the children was held for newborn Sofía.
Similarly, the Colonial Hotel
in Chinacota once again opened
its doors to us. The first time we
were there was for a youth camp
last June. Now for the Feast, with
a nice average temperature in
the 70s and comfortable facilities, 25 brethren met there. The
spirit of unity and cooperation
was evident in all the activities
we carried out, including an
outing, a family dance, a karaoke
night and a bonfire.
It is worth noting the spontaneity of the conversations
between the brethren to get to
know each other and to strengthen bonds of love or to talk about
God and His ways, whether in
the meeting room, the corridors
or the dining room. They were
greatly motivated, truly enjoyPlease see next page
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ing the meaning of the Feast
and separating from the world
by living in temporary homes
while celebrating the Kingdom
of God in advance. Throughout
the Feast, we had good quality
sermons shared mainly through
Facebook Live. We were even
able to connect twice to live services from Mexico and Chile.
Some brethren, especially
those from the congregation in
Montería and other cities, were
not able to meet in any of the
chosen sites this year, but that
did not prevent them from being integrated through Zoom
with the other congregations.
Even the ladies’ activity was directed from that city by a member of the Church.
We feel very blessed by God,
and the general feeling and
prayer is that all the members
of Colombia can meet personally in 2022 in the place that the
Eternal chooses.
Jaime Salek

France
Lake Annecy
The brethren in France were
blessed to welcome visitors from
the United States, Peru, Switzerland and Guatemala to celebrate
the Feast with them at the all-inclusive Térnelia resort along
Lake Annecy in the French Alps.
Even with last-minute cancellations due to virus regulations,
we welcomed 67 people with
several more joining via Zoom
webcast.
At this year’s Feast, we observed a real coming-together
and support for one another.
Simultaneous translations for
French, Spanish, English and for
the deaf were offered with new
translation equipment and the
help of a talented group of interpreters. Our daily church services were inspiring with great
messages about God’s plan and
how we should be living today.
These messages were complemented by beautiful weather
revealing the lush green of the
lakeside pastures, the vibrant
aquamarine blue of the lake and
magnificent mountains rising
in the distance. We had three
planned excursions: the Olympic venue of Chamonix, the old
town of Annecy and the Chateaux of Menthon-Saint-Bernard. A Feast choir, vocal and
instrumental ensembles, and
talented pianists and singers allowed for amazing daily special

music. On the second day of the
Feast, local brethren organized
a welcome activity allowing everyone to better get to know one
another. Our talent show was
among the best, with standup
comedy, stories, poems, music
and Bible trivia group challenges. Many people rented bicycles,
taking advantage of the nearby 50-kilometer bike path that
circled the lake. Others hiked
into the mountains to enjoy the
views or went paragliding nearby.
To attend the Feast, all were
required to wear a mask while
at services and adults had to be
either vaccinated or test negative for COVID-19. Despite
this, a child brought COVID-19
to the Feast, which was discovered when he and his family
were tested at the airport on day
three of the Feast. They immediately returned to the resort and
isolated. Then, in compliance
with local protocols, any person
exposed was tested, we canceled
church and waited until everyone received his/her test results.
Everyone exposed tested negative and most visitors from the
U.S. were tested on day seven of
the Feast as well—all negative.
We were able to resume services
and the little boy subsequently
tested negative a few days later
allowing him and his family to
return to the United States. We
all worked together to stay safe
with the COVID-19 issue being
addressed efficiently and everyone thankful to observe the
Feast.
Tim Pebworth

Germany
Titisee
At the Feast in Germany this
year, 131 brethren from seven nations celebrated the Feast
of Tabernacles in the beautiful
Black Forest at the lake of Titisee.
The Feast was blessed with gorgeous sunny weather, good food
and warm, familial fellowship.
Shortly before the Feast, the
state of Baden-Württemberg,
where the Feast sight is located,
switched to the “3-G-regulation,”
meaning only vaccinated, recovered and tested people were able
to attend the convention. To
make it as easy and inclusive for
everyone to be able to attend services and eat in restaurants we
were blessed to set up our own
test center in cooperation with
a professionally-run test center

from Cologne. This effort proved
to be a blessing since everyone
appreciated the help and care
and the atmosphere was very
cheerful and appreciative.
Activities during the Feast
included children’s lessons, a
ladies’ Bible study, adult discussion on biblical topics, a widows’ coffee and cake afternoon,
a family-style hymn sing, a hike
at a mountain lake, a children’s
afternoon at a water park and a
family afternoon with pizza and
games.
A special highlight this year
was a concert evening with the
Hebrew Melody Trio from Zurich. The performers were the
Swiss violinist Anne Battegay,
French cellist Francois Robin
and Italian pianist Allesandro
Tardino. The three internationally renowned musicians delighted their audience with an
exquisite program of “Hebrew &
Other Melodies” at the highest
level.
It was the overall impression
that this year’s Feast of Tabernacle was blessed with inspired
spiritual food through the sermons and Bible studies and lots
of peace, joy and warmth among
the fellowship. Despite the difficulties we experienced before
the Feast, this truly became one
of the best Feasts ever.
Jesmina Allaoua

Ghana
Winneba
For the fourth time in five
years, Winneba hosted brethren
from Accra, Agona, Kwanyako,
Kumasi and Yeji, who convened
at this windy, beautiful town on
the southern coast of Ghana to
keep this year’s Feast of Tabernacles.
The venue was an open-air
facility, which made for an ideal
location in conformity with the
COVID-19 social-distancing
requirements and also provided ample ventilation. There was
a high day attendance of 196.
Regional senior pastor Paul
Moody also visited this year.
Messages highlighted the need
to stay the course in our pursuit
of the goodness of God’s Kingdom to come, in an increasingly hopeless world. Translations
were made from English to the
local Twi/Fante language and
vice versa. Special music presentations in between messages
and the energetic song service
provided an enthralling atmo-

sphere.
There were activities such as
a communal meal coupled with
indoor games organized by the
Winneba brethren. An exciting
Bible quiz took place between
selected representatives of all
the congregations to not only
test Bible knowledge, but also
to encourage the youth to engage in personal Bible studies
for spiritual growth. Additionally, Paul Moody conducted a
family Bible study.
Visiting among brethren, a
football competition and beach
hangouts took place on the social activity scene, culminating
in the strengthening of bonds
and friendships as a hallmark of
the 2021 Feast of Tabernacles.
It was a wonderful blessing
for all of Ghana’s six congregations to converge and fellowship for what was yet another
memorable Feast of God.
Papa Ekow Ferguson-Aikins

Guatemala

God has revealed to His
Church His wonderful plan of
salvation. This is a reason for
great joy and celebration, because we understand that God
will send Jesus Christ to establish an initial period of one
thousand years and the longedfor Kingdom of God.
In Guatemala, we celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles and
Eighth Day for the second year
in a virtual mode, because the
COVID-19 pandemic continues to cause many infections
and a significant mortality rate.
Services were transmitted from
the city of San Marcos, with the
support of a group of enthusiastic members, who put their
knowledge, skills and creativity at God’s service, to bring the
messages to the brethren in the
best possible way. They were
transmitted to the congregations
in Central and South America,
including reaching some of the
U. S., where several of our brethren reside.
There were sermonettes and
sermons covering the eight days
of the Feast. The topics included
the meaning of the Fall Feasts,
Christian attitudes and duties,
family unity and Bible prophecy.
We received messages from our
Spanish coordinator, Mario Seiglie and the president of United
Church of God, Victor Kubik.
We had many presentations
of special music (two for each
service) that were presented by
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different family groups, as well
as a ladies’ and men’s choir. Over
the course of the Feast, we had a
total of 89 songs of praise honoring our Creator Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ.
The average attendance was
275 people, registering an average of 55 connections for each
service.
Israel Robledo

India
Agra (Satellite)
Due to this pandemic situation many people have celebrated the Feast at their home.
I am also among them. Here in
Agra, India, seven of us celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles and
pictured the Millennium and
the Kingdom of God. We celebrated together for the first day,
the Eighth Day and the Sabbath
between the two Holy Days. The
rest of the days, we watched online and heard the messages on
the mobile phone.
On the first day of the Feast,
we all assembled at my home
and began our meeting at 11
a.m. Edison Messey led the service. We sang three hymns and
watched the Feast welcome video and sang one more hymn,
then watched the pre-recorded
webcast message. Edison and I
translated the message from English into Hindi for some people
so that everyone could understand the message. On each of
the days in which we met for
church, we gathered at my home
for the services, then meditated, discussed the message and,
to make our day more special,
shared a delicious meal together.
We enjoyed looking forward
to the Kingdom of God even in
the days of this pestilence, and
we learned more about His Feast
days. All this could happen only
because of the generous donations from UCG brethren who
helped make our Feast more
special. They did not leave us
alone even in these difficult
days, they helped us so that we
too could celebrate and rejoice
at the Feast.
The Agra brethren and I
thank each person who helped
and worked hard so that we can
all enjoy Feast moments in our
place. Thank you—stay blessed
and stay safe.
Wilson Unas
Please see page 6
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Visakhapatnam
(Satellite)
We thank God for the opportunity to keep the Feast together
and we invite others to join us.
Our Feast experience made us
more grateful for the knowledge
of God’s wonderful plan, the
stronger understanding of what
the Feast of Tabernacles and the
Eighth Day means for all of humanity, and the wisdom of God
in working out His purpose in
His way and in His time.
Since we were keeping the
Feast at home along with our
children, we planned the entire
Feast and prayed that it would
inspire us all. We also made it a
goal to ensure that the children
felt that the days were very special. We set up the meeting hall
with colorful lights and paper
crafts to stir the hearts, and help
us rejoice during the Feast.
We also invited some friends
who are eager to learn about
God’s purpose and plan for
mankind, and the significance
of God’s appointed times and
Feasts. After the eight days together, these guests have a little
more understanding about being
true children of God and the value of fellowship.
On the first day of the Feast,
we had four families attending
and on the last day, we had 12
adults, four teens and 14 children.
We had great pre-recorded
messages, which I translated into
Telugu for everyone’s understanding. These messages taught
us great values of God, which enriched and renewed our minds.
We also held Sabbath school on
all days of the Feast. The children
enjoyed learning memory verses,
and the Feast booklets were very
useful to us to teach the children
about God and His love.
We enjoyed great food—lots
of snacks, sweets, chocolates and
special dishes. To make the Feast
more memorable, our group also
visited the scenic beaches, some
historical sites and the local zoo.
We hope all had a great
Feast. We are praying for all the
brethren who are affected by
COVID-19.
Ezekiel Polinati

Italy
Sabaudia
God greatly blessed the
brethren attending the Feast in
Sabaudia, Italy! It was a difficult
and painful start as we found

out just prior to the Feast that
the longtime minister of God
for more than 40 years, faithful
brother in Christ and director of
the Feast in Sabaudia, Carmelo
Anastasi (along with his wife,
Antonella, his daughter, Delia
and other immediate family)
was not going to be with us because of a life-threatening health
crisis Mr. Anastasi was facing.
We were reminded in the
opening message delivered by a
longtime, faithful, Italian minister of God and acting director,
Angelo Di Vita, of the importance of prayer in growing in
our personal relationship with
God! We were also reminded of
God’s commandment to rejoice
at the Feast and that we can do
that even in the face of severe
trials, because God has given us
understanding of His awesome
plan of salvation for all of mankind!
God’s Spirit could be seen
working throughout the Feast
through His inspired messages
that blended sweetly together to edify and strengthen His
children. Among these great
spiritual blessings, the brethren enjoyed physical blessings
of beautiful weather throughout the Feast, enabling the enjoyment of beach activities of
volleyball, bocce ball (sometimes referred to as Italian lawn
bowling, a game that dates back
hundreds of years before Christ
in Rome) and a sand castle competition—of which none were
turned away and many participated. Another highlight of
the Feast in Italy was the talent
show, which was enjoyed by all
with great participation and enjoyment.
Most of all, the brethren
enjoyed the special physical
blessing of God setting a hedge
around His people to prevent
COVID-19 at this site! This
prevention was done despite
the fact that we enjoyed three
meals a day in close proximity
and spent time together in godly fellowship. Many brethren
had to be tested after five days
of being at the Feast (part of Italy’s mandates for unvaccinated
people) and all tests were negative! Brethren from 10 countries
attended the Feast, numbering
approximately 110 brethren,
with approximately 80 Internet
connections. There was a baptism at the Feast and the blessing
of little children was performed.
In God’s spirit of service, two
young, talented siblings from
the Netherlands named Emma

and Rueben Decker stepped
up to play hymns for the whole
Feast as well as special music.
Randy Vild from the U.S. also
performed special music.
We thank and praise our
great God for His rich blessings
in bringing us through another
Feast of Tabernacles and Eighth
Day during these troubled times!
Fred Attyah

Jamaica
Montego Bay
What a blessing to celebrate
the 2021 Feast of Tabernacles
and Eighth Day in Montego Bay,
Jamaica!
This year we were at the
all-inclusive Iberostar Resort,
which contains three hotels
(Rose Hall Beach, Selection
Suites and Grand), located on
the same stretch of beach. Services for the 284 brethren were
held in the Black River Theater
and nearby Grand Ballroom
(both in the Suites hotel). Webcasting was also available with an
average of 15 daily connections.
Sermonettes centered on aspects of the Isaiah 9:7 theme of
God’s future government of justice and peace. Sermons focused
on being ambassadors of God’s
way of life now as we prepare for
His Kingdom. KingsOne (the
choir from the Kingston congregation) provided special music
selections which richly seasoned
services with local culture. Visiting members added to the
hymns with recorder, clarinet
and piano accompaniment.
The Jamaican brethren live
in three main areas on the island: Kingston in the southeast,
Ocho Rios on the north coast
and Montego Bay on the north
coast closer to the airport. This
year the brethren had the opportunity to come together and stay
onsite at Iberostar Beach hotel
for at least four nights, thanks
to the very generous donations
of our Families Helping Families
program. This arrangement led
to even more time together for
food, fun and fellowship. One
popular spot to visit was the
nearby ice cream shop for mango sorbet, a fresh warm crepe or
a chocolate milkshake!
Highlights at the Feast included the traditional ladies’
mingle with gift exchange, widows’ tea, hymn sing, Festival
youth instruction, the children’s
choir, a baptism and a delicious
buffet lunch together on the

Eighth Day between services.
Each of Iberostar’s hotels
provided dining options, swimming pools, water sports, beach
activities and areas to relax. Visiting brethren were able to go off
property for afternoon tours to
Dunn’s River Falls, enjoy snorkeling with a catamaran trip and
take in local shopping. Several
also went on the evening Luminous Lagoon tour, which shows
the unique bioluminescence of
the bay near Falmouth. When
the sun has set, the water turns
a sparkling blue when disturbed
by the boat’s motor or the splash
of a swimmer.
God protected us this Feast
in so many ways, and provided
us with lovely tropical weather.
We had much to be thankful for
each and every day as we gathered together in His name.
Jeff and Alisa Lockhart

Malawi
Blantyre
An aura of joy, happiness,
love and cooperation engulfed
the brethren who gathered to
observe the 2021 Feast of Tabernacles at Kanjedza, in Malawi’s
Commercial City of Blantyre.
The brethren trooped down
to this Feast site with eagerness as
they looked forward to hearing
and learning more about God’s
Kingdom to come. For eight
days, the Blantyre congregation
was glued to some of the most
exciting and inspiring teachings
regarding the Kingdom of God.
The brethren were full of
praises for the immense information they had gained so far in this
short period of time.
Led by the local pastor Gracious Mpilangwe, sermonettes
and sermons were the main feature of the Feast. Of course, they
were punctuated by children’s,
youth, ladies and UCG Blantyre
congregation choirs. All songs
were mesmerizing and acted as
a pointer to God’s Kingdom. As
for the sermonettes and sermons,
they were just the sort of spiritual
food that the brethren needed.
Apart from the teachings
about God’s Kingdom, other
events were put in place to be
enjoyed by the brethren. These
included a field trip to the Museum of Malawi by the children.
We also had a family day. Special
food and wine was also prepared
for the senior citizens dinner. The
youth had an activity to fulfill in
terms of preparing something

to eat (barbecue) with some soft
drinks. To crown it all, there
were group meals throughout the
eight days.
The highest number of people who attended the 2021 Feast
of Tabernacles in Blantyre, Malawi, was 96. When everything
was said and done, the brethren
felt that this was one of the best
Feasts in terms of organization.
Osborne Liyawo

Nkhwazi
The Nkhwazi Feast site in
Malawi caters mainly to the
Lilongwe and Nkhwazi brethren who are located in the central region of Malawi. Despite
the COVID-19 fears, our Feast
preparation went on well. You
may be interested to know that
since its inception as a Feast site
in 2019, the brethren have used
tents and made booths made of
reeds or grass for their temporary
homes as you may see in some of
the pictures. This adds excitement and beauty for Feastgoers.
We also have a big field which
accommodates a lot of sporting
activities during the Feast.
The opening sermon started at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 20 with
an attendance of 82 brethren,
which kept changing each day;
some days attendance went up
to 96 people. We had three main
speakers at the Feast all from the
local congregation. The youth
were assigned one day during
the Feast to conduct the service;
it was wonderful to see how they
handled the day. Our Sabbath
school kids recited Bible verses
during the service almost daily,
and the mothers also played a big
role at the Feast by singing songs
which were related to the occasion. Most of the messages came
from the booklet, God’s Holy Day
Plan: The Promise of Hope for All
Mankind. This was done knowing that we have a lot of new
brethren in the church.
We also had several social
activities. Our senior citizens
shared a special meal, told stories
and experiences in the Church.
The Sabbath school kids also
enjoyed having new friends and
shared meals and snacks plus
sporting activities. On the youth
day, after services, the youth organized a sports event with the
local community. We were entertained by football (soccer) and
netball. It was an exciting event
to mix with the community for
a while during the Feast. Every
Please see next page
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morning, except high days and
the weekly Sabbath, the whole
camp was gathered at the site’s
field for aerobics, which also included lessons about team work.
We concluded the Feast with
the blessing of little children on
the Eighth Day; we had six children, all from the Nkhwazi congregation, blessed by the elders
who were present at the Feast.
May the Almighty God continue
blessing the Church and encouraging us to follow His ways.
Cephas J. Chapamba

Colombia participate in some of
the activities. We thank God for
having made this a wonderful
Feast. Despite the circumstances
and complex situations prior to
the Feast, many supported and
participated in each of the events
in order to achieve His will to rejoice and be truly joyful.
May God accompany us and
help us not to forget the unity that the Body of Christ has,
which is reflected in these wonderful Feasts in which the Creator of the Universe has invited
us to participate.
Gabriel Garcia

Mexico

This year, the Feast in Mexico was conducted over a webcast with Bolivia and Chile
participating due to the high
COVID-19 cases. Nevertheless,
this turned out to be a profitable
experience. Each day’s services
had an average attendance of
300 people.
Also, the three countries had
the opportunity to enjoy, in unison, the sermon of the president
of United Church of God, Victor
Kubik, and two messages from
regional pastor, Mario Seiglie,
among other videos prepared in
advance for the spiritual edification of the Body of Christ.
One notable activity was a
Bible study titled, “Where Did
the Apostles Go?” which was
delivered by Raul Machicao, the
pastor in Bolivia. It was very interesting material that revealed
the extensive research that Mr.
Machicao conducted with great
care and dedication. There was
an attendance of around 170
people.
In addition to this, a family
night was prepared, where the
people could participate by telling us a little more about their
countries, their Feasts and their
typical foods.
There was a youth Bible study
covering the brief but insightful
first two verses of the book of
Genesis. Sabbath school was also
held for the children. The theme
this year was the servant role that
the saints will have in the Kingdom of God. Along with this, the
children prepared a crown with
the materials they had at home
to help them remember God’s
call to be kings and priests in the
world tomorrow.
We also had two baptisms
in Mexico, which was encouraging. In addition to the three
countries mentioned that had
combined services, we also had
the brethren in Guatemala and

Myanmar

We are thankful to God for
His mercy and lovingkindness
for fulfilling our needs throughout the eight days of the Feast. By
human nature, we did have anxiety just before the Feast due to
the unrest of the country. There
was a rumor spreading around
stating that the Internet would be
cut, but we still trusted that God
would do the best thing for us.
God calmed our anxiety and
miraculously provided us special
privilege so that we could gather
together via Zoom each day and
could learn His word through
His servants. This is the second
year that the brethren in Myanmar could only meet online for
the celebration of the Feast due
to COVID-19 and the unrest of
the country. We had 6-8 different
groups; three different locations
in Myanmar, one in Singapore,
one in Malaysia, one in the UK,
one in France and one in the
United States, all meeting online
via Zoom.
Aaron Dean sent Feast-related sermons, that were preached
by God’s servants in the United
States, and which were very beneficial to the brethren in Myanmar. Although the sermons were
from the past 2-4 years, all were
new to these brethren. We were
inspired and edified by all messages we have heard.
On behalf of the brethren,
I am also thankful to David
Bensinger for his dedication and
devoted time for the brethren. He
and his family were attending the
Feast in France this year. While
in France, he spoke and fellowshipped with us for two services.
He had prepared two messages
at my request for the Myanmar
brethren. In his first message he
compared the ways ancient Israel
kept and how God’s people now
keep God’s Feasts, and highlight-

ed the importance of these Holy
Days. In his second message, he
expounded on the seven seals,
the return of Jesus Christ and
the Millennium. Mr. Bensinger
and I work closely for the United Church of God in Myanmar
under the guidance of our senior pastor Aaron Dean. We
also share the information with
president Victor Kubik and our
Ministerial and Member Services
operation manager Mark Welch
as we also hope to receive more
guidance from them.
In conclusion, I especially
would like to mention our dedicated and beloved president
Mr. Kubik for his kindness, love
and care towards the Myanmar
brethren. On Friday, Sept. 24,
he woke up early and conducted
a Bible study for the brethren in
Myanmar, Singapore, Malaysia
and here in the UK at 7:30 a.m.
his time.
Apart from our brethren,
there were also three prospective members in Myanmar; two
in Yangon and one in Sakhangyi,
plus two outsiders from a Baptist
church joining, so there were altogether 36 people joining this
Bible study. Mr Kubik expounded on “The Day of the Lord,” with
several related scriptures, giving
much understanding to the listeners. We are extremely grateful
to him for his time and good intentions toward us. We are also
thankful to all who have passed
their love and deep concerns toward the brethren in this difficult
time.
Brethren were motivated by
each day’s sermon throughout
the Feast time. Deacon Saw Law
Eh was also very active keeping
things running smoothly. We all
pray for our president and his
wife, our Council of Elders and
their wives, our ministers and
wives, our deacons and wives and
for all of God’s people around the
world.
Davidson Lay Beh

Nigeria
Iwaraja, Osun State
The Feast of Tabernacles in
Nigeria was at Upper Spring
Resorts and Event Center, Osun
State. The total attendance was
125 with a few unable to attend
due to some emergency issues at
the last minute. It was a serene
and beautiful location set about
six hours’ drive from Lagos in
a rural setting, having rolling
hills covered with greenery and

beautiful clear skies most of the
Feast. Messages were inspiring
and encouraging and based on
the 2021 United Youth Camps
theme, “Be Anchored to God.”
For the third time in a row,
we had a gift package for every
man, woman and child at the
Feast, courtesy of donations
freely provided by members of
the men’s and ladies clubs. Additionally, a couple also gave quality steel water bottles as branded
souvenirs for all preteens, teens
and adults at the Feast, another
couple provided all the refreshments and snacks at our talent
shows and movie nights, and another family provided three days
of breakfast for all members at
the Feast, served by 8 a.m. by the
family members to every room!
It was a Feast of love and rejoicing. Everyone was blessed by the
fellowship, activities and inspiring messages.
We once again are grateful to
God for His love and the blessing of being called to have a foretaste of the world to come, the
peace and utopia that the world
will enjoy when our Lord Jesus
Christ rules as King of kings and
Lord of lords.
Oludare Akinbo

New Zealand

The Feast of Tabernacles
in New Zealand this year was
unique in many ways. After plans
for services and activities for the
Feast celebration were in place
at the beautiful seaside resort
community of Paihia, the country went into lockdown and the
plans had to be canceled. With
no way to gather for services
in-person, God’s Feast of Tabernacles in New Zealand went virtual this year with an estimated
55 local attendees.
Even though most members
could not meet in person, they
still had a good Feast. Here are
just a few excerpts of comments
from the members:
• “Our Feast was really special
in a different way. We were able
to connect and interact with an
even larger group than usual and
we also learned new ways of connecting by sending and receiving
gifts. Two in our group even got
engaged after services on Sept.
21. God has commanded us to
rejoice and that is exactly what
we intended to do.”
• “I think it turned out to be a
good Feast. Perhaps less focus on
going away and activities helped
us focus more on the messages
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about God’s Kingdom.”
• “It was encouraging that
members were able to keep in
touch using the technology of
today. Despite members not being able to gather, the quality of
the sermons delivered was, in
my opinion, above average, with
substance in the messages. We
are coming closer to the return
of Jesus to establish His Kingdom
here on earth every day.”
• “The sermons were well presented through the Internet from
Melbourne and Brisbane. With
the technology today we can receive the messages in the same
way as if we were at the Feast.”
• “We were able to celebrate
the Feast at our home and were
able to receive all the messages
online as though we were at the
actual Feast site.”
• “Elders from Melbourne
contributed with sermonettes
and sermons. There was a fine
selection of subjects, which
covered what lies ahead under
Christ’s rule and the harvest that
will occur.”
• “While we stepped back
from congregational worship
and fellowship, the members
connected via the Internet. This
media gave rise to member participation in Zoom chats and
workshops. Also, there were activities for the children and teens.
The effect of that was that we met
via the screen or by words and
pictures. We were able to fellowship with many brethren in Australia and New Zealand.”
• “Locally here in New Zealand, where possible there would
be get-togethers, phone calls
and greetings by email. We can
be thankful we received a fine
benefit from all the sermons and
activities during the Feast of Tabernacles, and Last Great Day, and
celebrated the coming of the rule
of Jesus Christ over all nations on
the earth.”
Even though the members
could not all be together, it was a
joyous celebration as all around
the world, we look forward to
His joyous Kingdom.
Michael Fike

Philippines

With the Philippines having one of the world’s longest
and strictest COVID-19 lockdowns, which has intensified the
nation’s economic difficulties,
most of the brethren continue
Please see page 8
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to be affected and challenged by
the pandemic. Some have lost
jobs or businesses. A few have
health problems, and a number
tested positive for COVID-19.
The government has imposed
restrictions on religious gatherings, preventing the brethren
from assembling for services
as they normally did before the
pandemic.
Earlier this year, conditions
in the country seemed to be improving, and senior pastor David Dobson gave the go signal to
plan for in-person observance
of the Feast of Tabernacles in
three Feast sites, one for each of
the pastorates, which also correspond to the three main geographical areas of the country.
Reservations were made at the
Caliraya Resort Club in Lumban, Laguna, for those in Luzon;
Baybayon ni Agalon in Albuera,
Leyte, the traditional Feast site
for those in the Visayas; and RR
Family Spring Resort in Maramag, Bukidnon, a new site for
those in Mindanao.
However, as the Feast drew
closer, the number of COVID-19
cases in the country kept rising,
resulting in the government imposition of higher quarantine
levels and heightened restrictions on public and religious
gatherings. Government authorities mandated the temporary closure of the planned Feast
sites, and they were not allowed
to operate and accept guests
during the month of September.
Reservations for the use of the
sites were canceled, and it became clear that the brethren in
the Philippines could not have
the planned in-person celebration of the Feast this year.
The Philippine ministry and
leadership then opted for virtual
observance of the Feast for the
second year in a row. All services
and activities were conducted
online via Zoom and webcast
via Facebook and YouTube Live
streaming platforms. Based on
online registration data, 111
brethren observed the Feast in
Luzon, 154 in the Visayas, and
225 in Mindanao. The brethren
in the Philippines were joined
by some in Malaysia, Singapore,
and Hong Kong. This had a unifying effect on the brethren all
over the country as they were all
connected to the same services
and activities every day of the
Feast.
In some areas of the country

with less strict quarantine restrictions, families and brethren
could come together in limited
clustered groups. This provided
an opportunity for a more joyful
physical fellowshipping among
some members.
Highlights of the Feast include the spiritual lessons from
messages focusing on God’s plan
and the need to “redeem the
time, for the days are evil.” Services on the first day of the Feast
featured the welcome video from
the home office, and another locally produced welcome video
in which senior pastor David
Dobson—together with Feast
coordinators Rey Evasco, Jose
Campos, and Noel Roy Gilos—
inspired the brethren by focusing
on the theme of this year’s Feast
in the Philippines: “Redeeming
the Time.” A delayed webcast of
President Victor Kubik’s Festival
message, “Christ, The Servant”
was featured during services on
the sixth day of the Feast.
Physical distance did not hinder the brethren from participating in various activities during
the Feast. There were fun-filled
and worthwhile activities suited
for every age group.
The youth day activities included games that showcased the
talents and creativity of the teens
and focused on building teamwork and unity among them. The
day concluded with a Bible study
on their journey to the Kingdom
that focused on the steps they
must take as they commit to living God’s way of life.
The singles and young adults
had an afternoon fellowship. A
young adults Bible forum featured a presentation on the subject, “How Important is Your
Social Life to God?” which provided guidelines for the singles
on proper dating.
Family day featured exciting
and inclusive games for all ages.
Selected performances provided
entertainment for the participating families.
The women’s enrichment
meeting with the theme, “Redeeming the Time,” proved to
be an excellent jump-off point
for the women in the Church to
share their experiences, be connected with, and learn from one
another.
The men’s forum featured
two presentations: “There Are
No Accidents: Recognizing and
Following God’s Direction in
Your Life” and “Goal-Setting
for Men, Fathers, and Sons—
God’s Way,” followed by a question-and-answer session.

The seniors’ fellowship night
featured songs and dances, and
sharing of experiences among
the senior members on how they
came to know the truth and be
in God’s Church.
One highlight of the Feast
in the Philippines is the Festival
show. The show was produced
through a collaboration between
Festival show coordinators from
the three pastorates. It showcased the talents of brethren
through dances and songs with
participants from different parts
of the country and international
areas as well.
Music is an integral part of
Church worship services. The
UCG-Philippines virtual choir
and other ensembles provided
inspiring and uplifting special
music during services. Beautiful offertory music was also
rendered on piano and guitar by
members. This provided another unifying opportunity for the
choir members, who had to record their individual voices and
submit them to be put together
by the special music coordinators to come up with a unified
performance to honor God
during services.
One of the significant challenges in the virtual observance
of the Feast is the intermittent
Internet connection in some
parts of the country that made
it difficult for some brethren to
make the most out of the services and to take part more actively in the activities. But the
brethren are thankful that God
has provided the technology and
a core technical team that made
it possible for them to be connected and to rejoice together
with brethren from other parts
of the country.
With this year’s theme, “Redeeming the time,” the pandemic is not a hindrance but a
challenge to the brethren in the
observance of the Feast because
their minds were focused on
the writings of the apostle Paul
in Ephesians 5:15-17: “. . . see
then that you walk circumspectly . . . as wise, redeeming the
time because the days are evil.
Therefore . . . understand what
the will of the Lord is. Also, the
brethren have in their minds
that the things happening in the
world now are prophesied to
happen in our generation prior
to the imminent coming of our
Savior Jesus Christ to establish
His Kingdom on this earth. May
“Thy Kingdom come soon!”
Roy Gilos, Jose Campos,
Rey Evasco

Mossel Bay, South Africa

South Africa
Mossel Bay
A little more than a week
before the start of this year’s
Feast, our president announced
an increase in the number of
people allowed at church gatherings from 50 to 250. With
attendance expected around
130 people this was really good
news, and we were able to enjoy
a very profitable Feast in person
together, without any incidents
of infection. Over the last year
or so South Africans (not without much complaining!) have
grown accustomed to having to
wear masks and practice social
distancing.
Nonetheless, about 130 people from across the country and
neighboring Lesotho uncomplainingly complied, and it was
light-heartedly mentioned that
we long for the Kingdom like we
long for the day we can be rid of
our masks!
The daily messages, special
music, Bible studies, fellowship
and planned activities were just
what we all needed—an oasis of
encouragement, inspiration and
hope in an increasingly unhappy
world.
We were particularly blessed
to have an abundance of local
talent for special music, including an original composition
sung in Zulu and some delightful pieces by our youngsters.
Another highlight was a ladies’ breakfast, where groups of
ladies of all ages, young and old,
designed spiritual menus, a popular main course being the fruit
of the Spirit.
With almost everyone staying within walking distance of
each other and the beach, every
day (other than Sabbaths) began
with a walk along an inspiringly
beautiful stretch of sand, often
with whales, dolphins or seals
visible just beyond the breakers.
The weather was just as
we needed it every day. A real
blessing for our numerous outdoor activities, which included
two picnic braais (barbeques)
held on a large expanse of lawn

overlooking the ocean which
allowed for lots of fun for kids.
We also enjoyed an evening at
an outdoor venue, located at the
Mossel Bay harbor, serving traditional South African food prepared on open fires.
The forecast of rain only
came as we headed into the
Eighth Day, at the end of a fun
outing to a strawberry farm,
which also has the biggest permanent hedge maze in the
Southern Hemisphere.
The timing of the Feast this
year put us in the most beautiful time of year in the Western
Cape—early spring with an
explosion of brightly colored
wild flowers, fields of saturated
yellow canola fields and rolling
fields of wheat just starting to
turn golden.
A first for us was the opportunity to webcast our services,
and while it’s something we
hope to improve on, it was well
received by a number of people
who were unable to attend this
year (one family in particular
due to COVID-19).
This year proved to be another enjoyable, profitable and successful Feast, despite all of this
world’s uncertainty and clamor.
Thank you to our most gracious
Host!
Vivien Botha

Sri Lanka

It was the most unusual
Feast for us Sri Lankans. This
year the Habarana Village was
the planned Feast site in Sri
Lanka, but because of the severe
lockdown in the country, public
gatherings were not permitted
and we were not able to meet in
the reserved location.
God allowed new challenges
and opportunities to grow and
learn. This year’s Feast experience will not be soon forgotten.
The majority of the 40 brethren celebrated the Feast at home
(which was never heard by us
in Sri Lanka, until this year).
Please see next page

Feast Reports

A dozen more people kept the
Feast in small groups away from
their homes. It was not easy for
us Sri Lankans who are accustomed to worshiping and fellowshipping in person. But God’s
Spirit working in and through
the brethren made it possible for
us to rejoice during His Festival.
Since the planned group
worship services, meetings and
events were canceled, daily services were streamed via Zoom
with technical support from our
younger generation. The planned
Feast messages were given by the
local men and undeterred by the
circumstances. The messages
were occasionally supplemented with recorded messages from
Panama City Beach. President
Kubik’s opening message started proceedings on the opening
night of the Feast.
The spiritual messages inspired by God, reminded us of
several key aspects of the Feast
and for life going forward. Messages expounded the key element of rejoicing, living life with
a sense of urgency and that our
lives must reflect God’s way.
We were also encouraged to be
steadfast in our long journey of
faith, and reminded that God
was a God of order. The example of Tabitha taught us that our
contributions to God are not
small or insignificant; that we
need to give our undivided attention to God by serving Him
and giving Him the respect that
He deserves. We were strengthened by the knowledge that God
will be with us during these difficult times and that we must
move forward and be champions of endurance. We were
also inspired by what Christ’s
government will look like and
how Jesus became a servant
of mankind. We were advised
how to judge righteously and
to yearn and thirst for the water Jesus Christ offers. Lastly, we
were encouraged to be inspired,
strengthened and thankful.
We were blessed to have special music from some of our talented brethren throughout the
Feast. Even little Nehemiah, age
7, made his contribution, which
was appreciated. The attitude of
service at the Feast was evident
as there were opportunities with
small groups in our respective
dwelling places.
Overall, it was a family-oriented Feast with plenty of family
time. The extra time we might
have spent on activities was invested in more spiritual meals.
A few families living closer to

each other met on occasions for
meals and fellowship. Kites were
flown, indoor games like carom, ludo, snake-and-ladder and
Jenga® were enjoyed by younger and older brethren. Brethren
dwelling by a lake thoroughly
enjoyed the environment they
were blessed with. A couple of
brethren who dwelt in the city
enjoyed the lit-up city environment at night and enjoyed
a variety of foods that satisfied
their taste buds. And the oldest
attendee, at age 92, showed us
how to rejoice alone in the hill
country, which was remarkable
and encouraging.
This was a new learning experience. The value of fellowship
was felt to be greater. The brethren remained healthy throughout, both physically and spiritually. It appears that God has
given His people new strength
for the years ahead. We are
grateful to our Father in Heaven and our Savior and Lord for
yet another great blessing of the
Feast of Tabernacles 2021.
Frank Reckerman

St. Lucia

The Feast of Tabernacles for
the southern Caribbean was
held at the Coconut Bay Beach
Resort and Spa. Although we
prayed fervently that the local
brethren would be able to meet
with us, government restrictions
remained in place and did not
allow this. However, 13 St. Lucia brethren were able to meet
several miles to the north at the
Leisure Inn in Soufriere. The
government did allow overseas
brethren who had either quarantined for 14 days or who were
fully vaccinated to visit the local
brethren, so they were able to
have small groups of overseas
brethren visit them several days
during the Feast. It was a Festival highlight to be reunited with
them after not seeing them for
two years! We enjoyed good food
and fellowship together.
A high of 99 overseas brethren
met at Coconut Bay. Last-minute
government restrictions prevented us from all meeting in the same
room, but it did not dampen our
joy. We were able to webcast to
those in an alternate room, and
to the brethren across the southern Caribbean who were not able
to be with us in person. It was
very much a family Feast, and it
was heartwarming to see everyone rejoicing together.
Sermons were right on target,

giving us a vivid picture of the
coming Kingdom of God. With
such a wonderful Feast, it was
sad to see it come to an end—we
wanted to keep celebrating for
another eight days! But we will
cherish the wonderful memories
and look forward to next year,
hoping and praying that all of
our southern Caribbean brethren will be able to share the Feast
with us in person. And may God
speed the day when we will celebrate together in His Kingdom.
Chuck and Mary Smith

United States
Anchorage, Alaska
We all know that God commands us to rejoice at the Feast
(Deuteronomy 14:26). Here are
seven areas in which were able to
rejoice at the Feast in Anchorage,
Alaska:
1. The reading of scriptures
during the sermon and messages. The scriptures that were read
had a direct reference to the Feast
(or Kingdom), and they were related to the theme of family. The
speakers cast a vision explaining
that what we are learning now
relates directly to our coming
role as divine members of God’s
family.
2. The second reason for
rejoicing was due to the effectiveness of the speakers as they
delivered their messages. They
explained and expounded on
God’s Word. The insight and inspiration that God gave to each of
the ministers was truly inspiring.
3. The third reason for rejoicing was the special music. The
music succeeded in glorifying
God and in inspiring the brethren. And the song/instrument
selection put together by Hansel
New was fitting for the Festival
season.
4. The fourth reason for rejoicing was the opportunity to
share in the giving of the Holy
Day offerings to God! We rejoiced that we had been granted
the blessing to do our part in giving to God and His work! God’s
people were extremely generous
in their offerings. In addition,
the brethren contributed $1,365
in cash and 351 pounds of food
to the Anchorage Food Bank of
Alaska.
5. Rejoicing and thankfulness
was abundant in the offering up
of opening and closing prayers to
God.
6. The opportunities to make
new friends and renew acquain-

tances were more reasons for rejoicing.
7. Of course, the spectacular
beauty of Alaska put smiles on
the faces of God’s people. The
glory of God’s creation was abundant everywhere! God’s creation
inspired all to rejoice.
Our high attendance was 177
and it was on the first Holy Day.
In addition to services and
Bible studies, some of the scheduled activities were: the ladies’
fellowship, a trip to the Happy
Trails Iditarod Sled Dog Kennels, a young adults glacier hike,
a church/family trip to a reindeer
farm, a teen bowling party and
a teen get-together at Mark Regoord’s home.
This was a Feast like none
other that we have celebrated.
COVID-19 was a factor. About
a week before the Feast, some
brethren told me they had to
cancel their Feast reservations
because they had come down
with COVID-19. Upon arrival in
Anchorage, we soon learned that
Alaska had become the national
leader in per capita cases. Midway during the Feast, a few told
me that they were self-isolating
in their hotel rooms. Following
the Feast, more began reporting
that they too, were COVID-19
positive.
In light of what transpired,
we are thankful that God has
provided the modern technology
which allowed us to stream either
live or recorded Festival services.
Brethren were able to stream the
services from our local site, from
the Bend, Oregon, site or from
Panama City Beach, Florida. So,
the hearing of the Word of God
continued in spite of COVID-19!
And, we were able to continue
in-person service for the entirety
of the Feast.
We thank God for His merciful care of His people, and for
once again giving us eight days to
review His promises of His coming Kingdom!
Vince Szymkowiak

Bend-Redmond, Oregon
This year, 352 brethren gathered together in the beautiful
high desert of central Oregon to
keep God’s Feast of Tabernacles.
Bend-Redmond has traditionally been known for its beautiful
sunrises, blue skies and crisp,
clear air. This year didn’t disappoint, with beautiful weather
allowing for many outdoor activities.
Fellowshipping together was
a wonderful positive after hav-
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ing to cancel the Feast site last
year in Bend-Redmond due to
COVID-19 restrictions. Family
day was described by many as a
highlight, as we gathered together as family at Sun Mountain
Fun Center and enjoyed one another’s company.
Unfortunately, by the fourth
day of the Feast, we had to move
to webcasted services as a result
of a COVID-19 outbreak which
affected a significant number of
our brethren. Our fellowship
from that point forward had to
be a little more “outside the box”
with more outdoor get-togethers and care taken to not continue the spread.
Many commented on the
strength of the messages this
year, and the urgency with
which they were communicated.
There was much spiritual food,
and we’re looking forward to
eating of that harvest going into
the coming winter months.
If you’ve never had the opportunity to experience the
beauty Central Oregon has to
offer, make plans to come to
Bend-Redmond for the Feast in
2022. We look forward to seeing
you!
Benjamin Light

Branson, Missouri
In addition to the gorgeous
hills, vales and waterways, the
Mansion Theatre for the Performing Arts was once again the
backdrop for a beautiful Feast
of Tabernacles and Eighth Day
in Branson, Missouri. More
than 600 of God’s people came
together to rejoice before our
Father and envision the time
when Jesus and His saints will
be spreading the gospel message
unfettered for 1,000 syears.
During the eight days, we
were blessed to have messages from 17 different speakers.
We heard about rejoicing at the
Feast, being called to serve and
train those who will be called
later, the need to understand
what true justice/righteousness
is, preparing to be a Proverbs 31
Bride of Christ, and what God’s
heart truly desires. Our Friday
evening Bible study discussed
the “Highway of Holiness” that
leads to Jerusalem in the Kingdom and our walk on that road
today.
The messages were accompanied by a wonderful assortment of musical offerings that
Please see page 10
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were made especially uplifting
being performed on a professional sound stage. The choir
and various musical performers
added much to the Feast. Each
service—both messages and
music—provided meaty and encouraging fare throughout the
Feast days.
We were also blessed to have
a rich selection of activities
where many came together to
fellowship, encourage one another and spur one another on
to love and good works. We once
again held a family day at the local state park where volunteers
grilled hamburgers and hotdogs
for 300 people, while others coordinated a hike for the young
adults and singles and games for
the teens and preteens.
The brethren at Branson also
cared for the community as all
of the extra food and perishables
from our picnic were donated to
a local boys’ home. Our young
adults and singles also coordinated a collection and dispersal
of needed items for the homeless
community in the area.
It truly was a very blessed
Feast and Eighth Day. As our
opening sermon reminded us,
“God has delivered. God will deliver.”
Nathan Ekama

Cincinnati, Ohio
Post-Feast greetings from
Cincinnati, Ohio! Our merciful
Father blessed us abundantly
with beautiful weather, warm
fellowship, spiritually-enriching
messages and protection during
this year’s Holy Day season. We
had an average attendance of
250 people each day, with a high
of 323 people on the first day of
the Feast.
Throughout the week, brethren spent their time visiting the
nearby attractions and fellowshipping. Like any city, Cincinnati boasts interesting tours,
buildings, zoos, aquariums, museums and other activities. But
what really seemed to stand out
was the attitude of togetherness
among God’s children and their
joyous love for God and His
plan.
Our scheduled activities were
jam-packed with fun and fellowship, and the family day was particularly enjoyable for everyone!
We filled almost all the lanes of a
bowling alley where we engaged
in healthy competition, fellow-

ship and joy—and ate lots of
pizza. There were smiles on all of
the faces (including the bowling
alley employees!). Many ventured throughout the week to
the Ark Encounter and the Creation Museum, all returning in
awe of the beauty and size of the
Ark and artwork that went into
the museum itself. What a wonderful physical experience to recall when studying God’s Word!
The week of the Feast of Tabernacles seemed to pass by too
quickly, and we found ourselves
at the eve of the Eighth Day. We
ushered in the joyous day with
a hymn-sing, where we sang for
an hour and a half straight! You
could feel the love the brethren
had for God through their songs
of praise. It was a perfect way to
start the Eighth Day! We had
double services on the Eighth
Day and a luncheon in between
where we continued our laughter and fellowship. Throughout
the week we were presented with
powerful, inspiring messages,
giving us plenty of material to
take home and study during the
upcoming weeks. As always, it
was sad to say goodbye to new
friends and old, but we all departed rejuvenated and uplifted—filled with renewed hope in
God’s plan of salvation for mankind!
Megan Lamoureux

Daytona Beach, Florida
The Feast of Tabernacles, held
again this year in beautiful Daytona Beach, was marked by sunny days, welcoming fellowship
and timely, spiritually focused
messages that pointed us to the
coming Kingdom of God and
what we need to do in order to be
part of that Kingdom.
Daily church services were
held in the spacious 94,000
square foot Exhibition Hall of
the Ocean Center, which provided more than ample space
for people to spread out, socially distance and enjoy fellowship
and activities in comfort. Several
large meeting rooms were available to us and proved very useful
for youth education classes and
smaller group Bible studies.
For those who preferred to
wear masks the entire time, a
separate “Masks Only” room
was provided, with services live
streamed from the main hall.
Those who could not come to
services for any reason were able
to be part of the Feast through
Zoom connections that were
provided daily.

More than 700 came to Daytona Beach for the Feast this year,
with 716 being the highest daily
attendance. Several more tuned
in each day by Zoom.
Leading up to the Feast, we
saw God’s hand in providing
the space we needed. Up until
a few weeks before the Feast,
we had planned to be in an adequate size meeting space—a
14,000 square foot ballroom
that in pre-pandemic days could
hold 1,000. The large Exhibition
Hall in which we had met the
year before was booked, with
no signs of that event being canceled. But, due to the number
of reported coronavirus cases,
just weeks before the Feast the
company holding that space
canceled, leaving the Exhibition
Hall open. We asked, and the
Ocean Center allowed us to use
the larger meeting space at no
extra charge. God had cleared
the way for us.
In addition to daily services,
youth education sessions, a senior lunch, a family dance and
game night, teen, young adult
and general Bible studies were offered. Family day was held at the
adjacent Daytona Lagoon water
park and amusement center, to
which we had exclusive access.
Almost 500 Feastgoers enjoyed
an afternoon of water slides,
a water park, endless arcade
games, go-karts, mini golf, ropes
course and other attractions in a
family setting.
In a world of uncertainty,
disease and constant change, the
Feast this year reminded us of the
stability, unity and certainty of
our God who will usher in an unparalleled time of joy and peace
on this earth.
To Him be the glory forever
and ever.
Rick Shabi

Glacier Country, Montana
This year, 462 Feastgoers
came to Glacier Country Montana. With an early Feast and
beautiful weather, many were
able to spend time in Glacier National Park—just 10 miles east
of the Feast site. On Wednesday, many took advantage of
“Glacier Day”—early services
to spend more time in the Park,
with many going up to Logan
Pass via the iconic, beautiful
“Going To The Sun” road. Many
years, the road is already closed
by Feast time due to early snow,
but this year it was open. Many
got to experience God’s spectacular creation in a way they had

never before seen! And God
also blessed us with beautiful
weather! The biggest challenge
was finding a parking spot at the
Logan Pass visitor center. Other
Park attractions included Lake
McDonald, Avalanche Lake, Avalanche Gorge and Trail of the
Cedars.
Many Feastgoers also enjoyed the local delicacy of Huckleberry pie, Huckleberry ice
cream and Huckleberry milkshakes. Many local restaurants
also served dishes featuring
elk and bison. As in years past,
many enjoyed having meals in
the Glacier Bible Camp dining
room where they could spend
time renewing acquaintances
and making new friends.
The family day included
a new attraction this year—a
dunk tank! To the delight of all
who attended, many brave souls
volunteered to take a seat on the
dunk tank. And all were dunked!
Other Glacier Country activities
included the senior luncheon,
a ladies’ tea, a variety show and
two Bible studies, both of which
included elements on prophecy.
The choir was the largest we’d
ever had at Glacier Country and
the selections were beautifully
performed. With such a large
pool of musical talent we had
two special music selections every day!
Midway through the Feast,
COVID-19 struck. Although
individuals were immediately
isolated, more cases occurred
and people left the Feast early as
they or someone in their family
or group were exposed or began
showing symptoms. The willingness of the brethren to isolate or
quarantine was much appreciated. COVID-19 was a somber
reminder to all of our need for
Christ to return. May God hasten the day of His Son’s return
and the time the whole world
will share in the joy of His Kingdom, and suffering will cease.
We look forward to the resurrection of our loved ones and the
ultimate fulfillment of the days
we observe during the Feast of
Tabernacles and the Eighth Day.
Dan Deininger

Lake Junaluska, North
Carolina

Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, provided a beautiful and
millennial setting for eight days
of wonderful fellowship, learning
and inspiration. Our more than
400 attendees were able to move
to a larger, 2,000-seat facility on

the Lake Junaluska campus this
year and we had a large tent by
the lake with outdoor sound and
video of services.
The call at the beginning of
the Feast was to “pray boldly”
for protection while continually
praising and thanking God every
day for the ability to meet together. We are happy to report that
there were no COVID-19 cases
reported by anyone who attended services.
Family day by the lake was
a hit with two inflatable bounce
house slides for the kids, volleyball, gaga ball, tennis, putt-putt
golf and 12 kayaks for our exclusive use on the lake.
Our senior citizens enjoyed
a wonderful catered buffet with
each person receiving a custom
designed coffee mug picturing
a wolf and a lamb along with a
Scripture and the Feast location
on each side. We were serenaded
during the meal with beautiful
live music provided by some of
our musically gifted brethren.
The main Friday night Bible
study focused on the beatitudes
of Matthew 5 as revealed in the
book of Revelation. Jesus Christ
reveals seven beatitudes which
not only teach us the way of happiness but also point us to the
Kingdom of God. The Friday
night young adult and teen Bible
studies were presented in a way
to encourage discussions focused
on living God’s way in today’s society.
The Sabbath Bible study before the main service focused
on the faith of Daniel and his
friends, with emphasis on the
fact that God often manifests His
great glory in the midst of the
furnace rather than by keeping
us out of it. God’s people never have to fear and must always
stand against any compromise to
God’s way!
On Saturday night we enjoyed a lively family dance with
lots of participation and great fellowship.
On Sunday morning, 200
brethren drove to Bryson City,
North Carolina, for the Smoky
Mountain Railroad excursion.
We rode in open air cars reserved
especially for us with a box lunch
provided. The weather was perfect, the scenery spectacular and
the fellowship wonderful as always.
Teens and young adults had
plentiful opportunities to gather
together with the help of a group
Please see next page
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chat which was created early in
the Feast, allowing spontaneous
or self-planned activities to be
communicated to the whole
group effectively.
The vision of the magnificent
and holy Kingdom of God was
crystallized in Lake Junaluska
this year!
Jay and Jennifer Ledbetter

Lancaster, Pennsylvania
This year, 276 brethren gathered in Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
to worship and rejoice before
God. We enjoyed the blessing of
excellent weather, surrounded
by the peaceful beauty of Amish
farmlands. We met daily at a
beautiful venue for services with
plenty of room to spread out.
One element that stood out
this year was the tremendous example of service set by our teens
and pre-teens. It was encouraging to see them showing up early with their families, genuinely
looking for how they could help
for the day! They were involved
just about everywhere—running errands, greeting, playing
music, setting up, taking down,
signing cards, running slides for
hymns—and always offering to
do more. It was a testament to
the work of God in their families, as they were clearly following the examples of their parents
and relatives who also served
with all their hearts to make our
Feast run smoothly. All this was
in addition to the vital work of
serving one another personally
that went on through supporting conversation, invitations to
dinner and spending time with
one another.
Some of the activity highlights included a stage production of Queen Esther at the Sight
and Sound Theater and a group
outing to Dutch Wonderland, a
theme park just across the street.
Craig and Laura Scott hosted
the singles and young adults for
a dinner social and games midweek. Our teens enjoyed laser
tag Friday afternoon while the
seniors met for a senior luncheon. We ushered in the Eighth
Day worshiping God with a
hymn sing and music night that
gave opportunity for men to take
turns leading songs and also featured individual performances.
The Sabbath was filled from
start to finish, and is worth remarking on. Friday evening,
children came to the auditorium
for a bedtime story about the
meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles, complete with building

a blanket tent to dwell in and
having milk and cookies rained
down like manna—and the Bible study for the adults followed
right after. Saturday morning,
we held a public Kingdom of
God seminar that drew seven
of our local Beyond Today subscribers from the area (five of
whom returned for Sabbath services that afternoon) and was
also attended by many of the
brethren. The teen Bible study
was held early on Sabbath afternoon, with teens putting together courtroom-style arguments
in defense of the Bible. We then
tuned into the live webcast for
services, broke for dinner and
returned after sunset for a costume dance outdoors on the
lovely patio outside the auditorium—it was fun for the whole
family, with music, dancing, firepits, s’mores and fellowship long
into the night! True to Church of
God form, someone had to flick
the lights to get folks to leave at
about 11 p.m.
That Sabbath encapsulated
the spirit and character of what
our Feast of Tabernacles and
Eighth Day were like all throughout—busy with people rejoicing greatly before God like we
couldn’t get enough! We headed
home overjoyed after eight days
of excellent fellowship, uplifting
messages, inspiring special music
and renewed focus on the coming peace of God’s kingdom.
Steven Britt

New Braunfels, Texas
Around 300 brethren came
together once again for a wonderful, uplifting Feast of Tabernacles in sunny New Braunfels,
Texas. Inspiring messages focused on the coming Kingdom
of God, the need for unity and
growing in selflessness. The
work of the Feast ran smoothly,
largely due to the humility and
cooperation of all of the volunteers. Quite a few were asked to
lead various departments for
the first time ever, doing a tremendous job of service for all!
We had two new activities
this year including family day
at the Natural Bridge Wildlife
Ranch and youth day at Animal
World Snake Farm Zoo. Around
100 Feastgoers enjoyed the millennial setting of the Wildlife
Ranch, a drive-through safari
of over 700 animals representing 45 different species from six
continents, Texas style. We were
able to feed and get relatively close to deer, bison, giraffe,

gemsbok, cranes and of course,
everybody’s favorite, the ostrich. Youth day was a huge success at Animal Word and Snake
Farm Zoo. Two exciting animal
interactions were arranged for
everyone. The first was with a
Burmese python named Simon.
All were allowed to touch him
if they were brave! The second
brought the cute, furry fennec
fox to the center of attention.
Young adults enjoyed racing through the downtown,
learning New Braunfels’ history
with the Spass Walking Tour’s
exciting Instagram scavenger
hunt. Finally, the seniors were
honored with a delicious catered luncheon as is always a
highlight for the New Braunfels
Feast site.
God richly blessed us with
great weather, inspiring messages and a spirit of cooperation as we celebrated the rich
meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles and the Eighth Day.
Rod Foster

Panama City Beach,
Florida

Over 900 brethren gathered
to keep the Feast of Tabernacles
in Panama City Beach. Many
there were especially excited to
be keeping the Feast this year as
they were unable to travel last
year due to the pandemic. As in
years past, even though storms
were brewing in the Gulf of
Mexico, God’s mighty hand
moved them out of the way,
and He blessed us with picture
perfect weather! Temperatures
were in the low 80’s, and the water was calm and clear, offering
the opportunity for swimming,
parasailing, fishing and more.
Feastgoers had a wide variety of activities to enjoy this
year. After sunset on the first
day, the teens enjoyed a bonfire on the beach, with get-toknow-you games and ice cream.
The seniors enjoyed a luncheon
at Capt. Jacks, a longtime local
favorite that provides an outstanding special menu just for
our group. Over 300 people
enjoyed family day at Rock-It!
Lanes with bowling, skating
and a wide variety of arcade
games, with our group having
exclusive use of the facility.
As with many sites this
year, Panama City was affected by COVID-19. Some who
contracted COVID-19 left the
Feast early in order to get home
while they still felt up to travel.
Others were able to stay longer

and quarantine in order to recover before going home.
Of course, the main purpose
of the Feast is to come together
to worship God and learn more
about His plan for all mankind,
as well as our role in it. We had
a wide variety of speakers that
covered a great deal of millennial subjects such as the end of
poverty, how faith frames the
door to the Kingdom and how
living waters will fill the Earth.
We even heard a sermon about
“Baby Judge School.”
On the Eighth Day, we
learned about how those in the
second resurrection will have
an opportunity to truly know
God, and understand and repent of past sins. Finally, we
were reminded that as we return home this year, we can do
one of three things with what
God has revealed to us: We can
give up our faith, we can give in
to the pulls of this world or we
can give it our all—apply what
we’ve learned and further our
walk with Jesus Christ and God
the Father!
Dan Preston

Pewaukee, Wisconsin
The Pewaukee, Wisconsin,
area served as the backdrop for
nearly 200 of God’s people to
worship our Heavenly Father at
this year’s Feast of Tabernacles.
The weather was very warm
most days and presented ample opportunity for many to
get outside and explore a very
beautiful area of Wisconsin.
We had the opportunity to
hear God’s word expounded
upon each day at services. The
messages were timely and edifying. We also enjoyed four congregational Bible studies. These
included presentations titled,
“Economic Principles from the
Law of Moses,” “Background to
the Book of Isaiah,” “Isaiah 7:
Standing Firm in the Faith” and
“Understanding Galatians.” The
messages were thought provoking and educational. The teens
and young adults also gathered
to have a study titled, “How is
Your Bible Study?” Throughout
the Feast we were given ample
opportunity to learn about God
and His spectacular plan for
mankind.
One of the highlights of the
week was family day. After services, a large group went to the
water park where we had canoe
battles, a water balloon toss, an
ice cream social and the opportunity to ride the water slides.
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Later that evening, we had a
wonderful group meal. To finish off the night, we gathered
to play a variety of games. Bible
Jeopardy was a big hit and even
those who were not playing
stuck around to watch. Others
played chess or just took to opportunity to fellowship.
After a year without live special music, it was a joy to have
a choir once again to present
praises to God. While the number of musicians in attendance
was lower than previous years,
the quality was not diminished.
Between the full choir and
smaller groups, the music selection was truly inspirational.
With a wide range of age
groups represented, there were
several activities organized to
provide additional chances to
fellowship. This included several catered meals. The fellowship
was cited by many as a highlight
of their Feast experience. Conversations centered around the
magnificent millennial vision
that has been revealed to us.
The one negative that occurred was the introduction
of COVID-19 into our congregation. We ended up canceling in-person services and
activities on the last two days.
Despite this, the brethren were
very understanding and did not
allow this to take away from an
excellent Feast.
It was truly a blessing to observe and keep the Feast of Tabernacles with our family where
our God had placed His name.
Devin Schulz

Rochester, Minnesota
(Satellite)

This was the second year
we’ve had a satellite Feast site
at Ironwood Springs Christian
Ranch, near Rochester, Minnesota. Forty members enjoyed
Ironwood’s peaceful country
surroundings with scenic views
nestled along the banks of the
Root River. Ironwood offers a
unique opportunity to enjoy
nature by walking on trails, bicycling, horseback riding or enjoying an evening campfire.
For eight days we rejoiced,
ate all meals together on site
and enjoyed sermon messages,
some given on site and others
from Panama City Beach, Florida. The sermon messages were
inspiring and thought provoking. The messages were often
Please see page 12
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the topic of discussions at lunch
as we shared all our meals together in the camp dining hall.
The fall weather was perfect for our afternoon activities, which included a corn hole
tournament, horseshoe competition, miniature golf and archery. Our evening campfires
and chuck wagon dinner gave
us a change of pace to enjoy
a tractor ride around the 200
acres and enjoy the moon and
beautiful starry nights.
We praise God for the opportunity to be together, rejoice
before Him and be spiritually
recharged, looking forward to
a time when the entire world
will enjoy the beauty of a world
at peace under Christ’s government. God speed that day!
David Schreiber

Steamboat Springs,
Colorado

Our loving Heavenly Father
poured out His blessings upon
more than 400 of His people
who were gathered to keep the
Feast in beautiful Steamboat
Springs, Colorado. The brethren experienced perfect autumn weather, with the fall foliage reaching its peak of beauty
during the Feast. We were also
blessed that only a very limited
number of brethren suffered
sickness this year.
The Feast of Tabernacles is
a time of rejoicing and looking
forward to Christ’s coming government of peace. In the book
of Nehemiah, Nehemiah told
the people to, “eat the fat, drink
the sweet, and send portions to
those for whom nothing is prepared” (Nehemiah 8:10).
Not only did the brethren
feast on wonderful food and
fellowship, but also on spiritual
food from daily messages, Bible
studies and uplifting conversation. The brethren contributed
to Families Helping Families,
gathered food for the Steamboat
food bank and made clothing
donations to an orphanage in
South America.
With the wonderful weather
in Steamboat Springs, there was
plenty to do for all the brethren.
Many spent time outside, with
options like horseback riding,
rock climbing and hiking available. We also had family activities like bowling, ice skating and
a dance. It is truly by the grace
of God that we know about

God’s Feast, and it was truly
by His blessing that His people
were able to keep it and rejoice
this year in Steamboat Springs.
David Jones

St. George, Utah
God blessed St. George, Utah,
with daily nice weather and temperatures the entire Feast. This
is the second year to meet in St.
George, although we used a different venue this year. We met
in the Cox Auditorium on the
campus of Dixie State University.
Volunteers made the difference
to make this Feast a success as
well as the cooperation and attitude of all the attendees. To
help with parking and walking,
two six-passenger golf carts were
rented to shuttle people.
High attendance was 646,
which provided room to spread
out a bit. Attendees represented
over 30 states and two countries.
Surprisingly, there were quite a
few attending the Feast for the
first time. And at least two people had kept the Feast for over 70
years.
The teens had two special
events at the beginning and near
the end of the Feast organized
by J’Non Whitlark. Individual
groups and friends organized
some of their own outdoor activities. Within an hour’s drive
there are many national and state
parks with dozens of scenic hiking trails. A person cannot visit
all the parks and trails in one
Feast. Housing in St. George is
exceptional as most people share
condos and homes. There are
also many nice restaurants and
recreational options to choose
from.
Larger sites tend to bring a
large number of musically talented people and this year didn’t
disappoint with quality special
music every day. The Feast messages brought solid encouragement for us to prepare and wait
for God’s Kingdom.
Youth education organized
by Dixie Ford, plus a teen Bible
study and a young adults Bible
study complemented the biblical
instructions. Post-Feast comments and emails all expressed
appreciation and satisfaction
with the overall Feast and credited God for special intervention.
COVID-19 did not impact
the Feast, but a few people after
the Feast have reported testing
positive. We limited the number
of indoor activities and canceled
a dinner and dance for the sake
of caution.
Charles Melear

Walnut Creek, Ohio
(Satellite)
Beautiful Amish Country in
Walnut Creek, Ohio, provided a
millennial setting for the Feast
of Tabernacles 2021.
The rolling green hills
of Holmes County and nice
weather provided the perfect
setting for this “Feast in Community.” Services were held in
a big top tent at Timbercrest
Camp & RV Park.
The uplifting, God-focused
messages and special music
illuminated God’s awesome
promises in the context of the
Holy Days. The beautiful campfire area right next to the tent
provided the perfect spot for
many hours of fellowship. The
iron kettle soup and kettle popcorn was a highlight on many
evenings.
We erected two booths in
the campfire area with branches found in the surrounding
woods. These were a reminder
throughout the week that God
asks us to dwell in temporary
dwellings during the Feast of
Tabernacles.
Approximately 100 visitors
from the community came
throughout the week to learn
more about the Feast days.
Some of them joined us for a
seminar held on Saturday evening focusing on shepherd
leadership as well as a seminar
on Sunday evening titled “Mt.
Sinai in Arabia.” We served
“Tabernacle Tacos” and “Bartholomew Burgers” to our visitors from the community who
stayed several hours to fellowship.
The brethren also had the
opportunity to visit the Amish
Country Theater for a comedy
show, learn about the history
of the Amish and Mennonites
at the Behalt Museum, feed
safari animals at The Farm in
Walnut Creek, and browse at
the famous Lehman’s Hardware
store where items grandma and
grandpa used can still be purchased. The many local shops
provided plenty of opportunities to enjoy Swiss cheese,
homemade chocolates, crafts,
baked goods and much more.
The Feast concluded with
farewell fellowship around the
campfire after the Eighth Day,
which gave us one last opportunity to visit and appreciate each
other.
May we continue to glorify
our great God and may He bless
and keep us all until next year.
Susan Miller

Zambia
Kalukanya
At this year’s Feast of Tabernacles in Kalukanya, Zambia, we
began the Feast with 74 people
and experienced peak attendance on Sept. 25 and 26 with
about 90 people. Our brethren
experienced very cold nights and
very hot days. The services began at 10 a.m. each day and lasted two hours. We also conducted
several Bible studies.
We are very thankful to Mr.
Derrick Pringle for sending Mr.
Luke Banda and his wife to Kalukanya. In his first message, he
asked, “Why Are We Here?”
Our brethren were not bothered by our meeting hall, which
was incomplete. The venue was
a new site. The afternoon heat
could not stop our brethren from
enjoying their time together. The
children played netball, football,
“tug of peace” and other games.
It was very exciting indeed. The
village headman of Kalukanya
also attended the Feast of Tabernacles and the Eighth Day. We
received two prospective members, one from Kasama and one
from Mporokoso, in the Northern part of Zambia.
We had many sermons which
made this Feast a memorable
one. We were challenged by the
lack of water, but most of our
brethren from Isoka had brought
their own drinking water in their
buckets. The company which was
contracted to drill the borehole in
this area hasn’t yet completed it.
However, this never bothered us.
The Feast went very well under
the blessing of our living God. It
is our prayer that all Feastgoers
around the world were enriched
spiritually as we were.
Patrice Sinyenga

Mufulira
With only three weeks in
between Zambia’s youth camp
and the Feast of Tabernacles,
God made things possible again
by allowing 136 people to come
together at Mufulira in the Copperbelt to celebrate His Holy
Days at the appointed time and
place. People came from different parts of Zambia with different languages and backgrounds,
but united under one goal to
celebrate and enjoy together as a
family. Experiencing the special
music, games, Word of God and
so many other activities together
promoted unity and love among
the attendees.
The Zambezi and Kabom-

po congregations joined us for
the 2021 Feast. Though these
are new churches located about
750 km away from Kitwe, they
made efforts and we enjoyed being with these beautiful and nice
people.
With the new government
in power in our country, we
were concerned about possible
changes, but we obtained a permit from the ministry of health
and followed COVID-19 restrictions. Above all, we thank God
Almighty the Creator for keeping everyone safe and sound
while at the Feast.
On the last day, two deacons
were ordained to help in spreading the good news and running
church affairs: Joseph Kaputula
of Mufumbwe and Mephias Kantumoya of Solwezi.
It was all joy and smiles. People enjoyed both spiritual and
physical food, talked with old
friends meeting again after a
year or so, women shared gifts
with their loved ones and many
created new friends. This really
portrays how united we are, and
should be.
The pastor took time to explain the world before the return
of Jesus, reading from Matthew
24 and Revelation and explaining
the seven seals, seven trumpets
and seven plagues.
On the Eighth Day, a prayer
was given from Numbers 6:2426: “The Lord bless you and
keep you; the Lord make His
face shine on you and be gracious
to you; the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.’’
Rodrick Epomba

Zimbabwe

A total of 61 brethren gathered in Zimbabwe to observe
the Feast of Tabernacles. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
we had two Feast sites this year.
One at Chemba, Gokwe South,
with 37 brethren, and another
at the scenic Lake Chivero with
24 brethren. Deacon Vensen
Moyo provided leadership for
the Gokwe site while Mabasa
Chichaya assisted by deacon
Mike Nyamasoka, Paul Pombi
and Sydney Nyamasoka provided the messages.
Our ever-loyal church ladies prepared the meals. Evening time was reserved for Bible
study and watching Beyond Today programs. We had no cases
of COVID-19 or any other illnesses thankfully. It was the best
Feast ever.
Mabasa Chichaya UN

Feast Photos: Africa

Mufulira, Zambia

Mossel Bay, South Africa

Mossel Bay, South Africa

Blantyre, Malawi

Gokwe, Zimbabwe

Feast Photos

Winneba, Ghana

Mufulira, Zambia

La Mé,
Côte d’Ivoire

Iwaraja, Nigeria

Lake Chivero, Zimbabwe

Nkhwazi, Malawi

Nkhwazi, Malawi

Blantyre, Malawi

Lake Chivero, Zimbabwe

Iwaraja, Nigeria
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Feast Photos:Asia/Pacific

Queensland, Australia

Agra, India

Visakhapatnam, India

Tacloban (Visayas, Philippines)

New Zealand

Myanmar

San Carlos (Luzon, Philippines)

Mindanao, Philippines
Sri Lanka

Sabang (Visayas, Philippines)

Sabah, Malaysia

Queensland, Australia

Agra, India

New Zealand

More Feast of Tabernacles photos can be viewed here: flic.kr/s/aHsmWSAi9w.

Feast Photos: Canada, Caribbean, Europe

Feast Photos
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Midland, Ontario

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Drumheller, Alberta

Drumheller, Alberta

Surrey, British Columbia

Surrey, British Columbia

Montego Bay,
Jamaica

St. Lucia

St. Lucia
Annecy, France

Annecy, France

Montego Bay, Jamaica
Sabaudia, Italy

Titisee, Germany

Sabaudia, Italy

Titisee, Germany
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Feast Photos: Latin America, U.S.

Búzios, Brazil

Chile

Guatemala

Columbia

Anchorage, Alaska

Bend, Oregon

Cincinnati, Ohio

Lancaster, Pennsylvania
New Braunfels, Texas

Daytona Beach, Florida

Panama City Beach,
Florida

Branson, Missouri

Glacier Country, Montana

Rochester, Minnesota

Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina

St. George, Utah

Pewaukee, Wisconsin

Steamboat Springs,
Colorado

Walnut Creek, Ohio
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Add to Your Faith Virtue
In 2 Peter 1:5-7 Peter writes:
“But also for this very reason,
giving all diligence, add to your
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control,
to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love.”
What did Peter’s advice mean
to his first century audience?
What was the common philosophy at the time as it relates to
this passage?
Alexander the Great had
conquered the ancient world
and spread Greek philosophy
across his empire, which flourished into the Roman empire.
Greek philosophy permeated
the Roman world at the time of
Christ.
Virtue is the first thing Peter
listed that we are to add to faith.
Why is it listed before the other
traits?
We know meanings can
change over time. The dictionary states that virtue is a noun
meaning “behavior showing
high moral standards.” We all
want high moral standards, but
that seems to be an end in itself.
Is that what Peter meant? If so,
wouldn’t virtue be listed after the

other elements stated instead of
before?
The Greek word translated
virtue in this passage is arete
(Strongs 703). In Peter’s time,
the concept of virtue was used
as a verb more than a noun; an
action rather than a result. So,
what is the Greek concept of
arete?
The ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle believed that virtue refers specifically to a broad
concept of personal excellence.
He believed that one should
strive in every aspect to pursue
excellence—it is not just in moral issues.
Plato, Aristotle’s teacher, referred to arete as action-oriented. He believed that to exhibit
virtue, people should perform to
the best of their ability throughout life. In his belief, virtue was
an ongoing endeavor, not an
end. This understanding of arete
can help us focus on living with
excellence today.
If you serve, do you serve
with excellence in mind? If you
teach, do you teach in excellence
for the benefit of the student? If
you pray, do you pray fervently or half-heartedly? If you are
seeking the Kingdom of God,

are you doing it with excellency
of effort, being fully committed
in action and word?
The Greek concept of virtue
brings to mind Ecclesiastes 9:10:
“Whatsoever your hand finds
to do, do it with your might;
for there is no work or device
or knowledge or wisdom in the
grave where you are going.”
“Add to faith virtue” means
that rather than having a simple statement of faith, we should
possess a fervency to be excellent in our faith. We should
strive for moral excellence, but
trying to stay morally pure alone
does not inherently place you
in God’s family. It also requires
arete—going past that, and actively seeking excellence in all
things spiritual.
This is achieved in Jesus’
statement “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind” (Matthew
22:37). This also applies to the
second greatest commandment,

Are you seeking the Kingdom with
excellency of effort, being fully
committed in action and word?

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
We just finished the Fall
Feasts and will soon approach the
Spring Feasts. These Feasts leave
us on a high, which sometimes
wanes with time. As we continue
into this year, let’s all “add to our
faith virtue” in all our dealings
with God and other people. This
will help us to exhibit the love we
need toward God and each other
to enter His family. UN

Aaron Dean has served in the Church of God for more than 45
years. He currently serves on the Council of Elders, teaches at
Ambassador Bible College and serves as senior pastor for parts of
Asia and Africa. He can be reached at aaron_dean@ucg.org.

Operation Manager’s Update: MMS
You may have noticed that
Peter Eddington has recently
begun a regular feature in the
eNews to “Pray for the Gospel
to Have Free Course.” I certainly support that ongoing vital
prayer. I would also like to ask
you all to regularly pray for Ministerial and Member Services
(MMS)!
I imagine that many of you
are already faithfully doing
so, even though you may not
have formally considered your
prayers as such. We regular pray
for God’s guidance and direction upon our leadership in the
Church. We pray for the health
of our leaders and our ministers. We pray for the health and
well-being of all our members.
When we do so, we are praying
for MMS.
As you know, we are all a
part of MMS, whether you are
the President of UCG or on the
Council (both falling under the
ministerial aspect) or the very
newest baptized member (fall-

ing under the member aspect).
I daresay we consider all our
prospective members as also a
part of MMS, as we strive to help
everyone in their Christian walk
and calling. Additionally, our
children are precious and important to us, and we regularly
pray for them and for God’s direction, blessing and guidance
in their young lives. So, let us all
continue to pray in these general
ways for one another.
I would also like to ask you
to pray a bit more specifically for
the leadership of MMS.
One of the most important
aspects of MMS and the President is to work together to fulfill
God’s will for the United Church
of God. Of course, the Council
of Elders is also integral and we
all work together with the overall desire to do God’s will and to
please Him in all things. Please
pray for Mr. Kubik, for me and
for each of our Council members that we would all continue to yield to God and humbly

work together to fulfill God’s
will for this Church. Obviously,
the better we know and understand God’s will for us—what He
would have us concentrate and
focus upon, and what He would
have us prioritize—the better we
can follow His will and the more
pleasing we shall be in His sight.
If we are truly yielded to God
and understand His will for us,
He will bless us in our endeavors to put Him first in our lives.
So, thank you for your specific
prayers for our guidance as we
direct the Church under Christ
and under the Father.
I would also like you to pray
for our individual ministers,
that God will provide His guidance in how to best serve all of
you lovingly and effectively. As
we pray for more laborers for

the harvest that God is actively
sowing, cultivating and reaping,
let us remember that God must
call men to His ministry. We in
MMS (including the President
and the Council who approve
all ordinations and hiring, and
all ministers who work directly
with leaders in the congregation) must mentor and recognize all those who are being
called to serve in the ministry of
Jesus Christ. We greatly appreciate your prayers for wisdom
in our ministry and that God
will make known to us His will
in who we will ordain in the future and who we will designate
to serve in any given area as the
need arises.
Thank you for your prayers
for Ministerial and Member Services! UN

Ordained in 1985, Mark Welch pastored congregations in the U.S.
for almost 30 years before moving to Cincinnati, Ohio to serve as
operation manager for Ministerial and Member Services. He can be
reached at mark_welch@ucg.org.
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Women’s Enrichment Weekend Focuses on Strength and Courage
Copperbelt,
Zambia—
With a theme, “Be You Strong
and of Good Courage,” derived
from Joshua 1:9, we held our
women’s enrichment weekend
with an attendance of 28 women. It was not by our power for
us to gather in this hard time
of COVID-19—it was by the
power of our Almighty God in
Heaven.
We had many activities with
different teachers. One activity taught participants how to
make necklaces and bracelets
using different colors of beads,
facilitated by Delphine Banda. We also learned to make
doormats using cotton, wool
and glue, conducted by Patricia Epomba. The women
were taught how to make a
cake without using an oven.
We baked fritters and crackers

mixed with chili and onion. Together, we cooked many different types of food and a beverage
called munkoyo. We all enjoyed
these on the Sabbath with the
other brethren.
We were encouraged with
many messages shared. Ivony
Epomba gave a message titled,
“Women to be Brave,” and Mrs.
Chisanga and Mrs. Mukuka
spoke on “Being Strong and
Prayerful.”
The Sabbath sermon was
given by Mr. S. Bwalya about
God telling Joshua to be strong
and courageous to take the children of Israel to Canaan. In the
evening we had our farewell
party.
We extend a big thanks to
Mr. and Mrs. Pringle for helping
us succeed with this program.
Patricia Epomba

Women learned how to make bead
jewelry and doormats at the women’s
enrichment weekend in the Copperbelt.

Youth Camp Held in Copperbelt Region of Zambia
Copperbelt, Zambia—The
2021 youth camp, which was
held from Aug. 22-29, 2021, at
Redcliffe lodge by the ZambiaZimbabwe borders under the
theme “Be Like Our Heavenly Father,” had about 74 people
attending from three regions of
Zambia—Northwestern (38),
Copperbelt (16) and Eastern
(22). With a total round trip
mileage of some 2,492 km, all
attended with one goal—to
learn the Word of God and share
beautiful moments of love, unity
and creation of friendships.
It was so nice to see campers sharing good times together
once more. They heard lessons
on Christian living under the
theme above. Men from Zambia
National Parks also gave daily
lectures on bush craft and survival methods. Two men who
traveled up from Lusaka gave a
presentation on venomous and
non-venomous snakes, which
was enhanced by the presence
of live snakes. Boat rides on
the mighty Zambezi River and
seeing the highest mountains
in Zambia and Zimbabwe were
two highlights, in addition to
the games and other activities
during this one-week program.
At the end of camp, awards
were given to deserving campers under the categories of Best
Campers, Campers Choice,
Most Disciplined and Most
Helpful.

Campers and staff at the UYC program in the Copperbelt enjoyed spending time together, going on boat rides and seeing exotic animals.

This year’s camp was a special and unique camp as youths
traveled long distances to explore the country and see many
wild animals, such as hippos,
elephants (which were seen approaching the camp and also on

nature walks), crocodiles, hares
and baboons, just to name a few.
The main speakers were
Derrick Pringle, Fillius Jere
and Rodrick Epomba. We also
had other camp staff members
that helped with time-keeping,

sports and many other activities.
All of these people worked hard
to see to it that camp was perfect
and joyful.
Our endless and joyous appreciation goes to our Creator
in heaven for making every-

thing possible. To all those who
took time to pray for us while in
camp and those who supported
us financially and in any other
way, God bless you.
Rodrick Epomba,
Derrick Pringle

Church News

19

Central Province of Zambia Hosts Youth Camp
Our youth camp took place
in the Central Province of Zambia from Aug. 23-29, 2021. Minister Derrick Pringle helped
fund the camp, and all lessons in
the morning and evening were
facilitated by deacon Jonathan
Litaba. The theme this year was
“Be Like Our Heavenly Father.”
Overall, we had 13 youths from
Lusaka, seven from Mapoko, five
from Kasumpa and one from
Mumbwa.
At the start of camp, Keegan
Mukuka welcomed campers and
Mr. Litaba gave the first Christian living class of the week, titled “God Is Love.”
On the second day of camp,
everyone went for a morning
run at 5 a.m. before the Christian living class.
Christian living classes were
held each day and focused on a
different aspect of God’s character and how Christians can
build that character in their
lives. Some of the specific topics
from the Christian living classes and Sabbath service messages included God’s faithfulness,
the importance of self-esteem,
truth, God’s completeness, God’s
holiness, the Sabbath and food
laws. Activities at camp included
health and hygiene, needlework
and how to make a doormat, ball
games, a Bible quiz, baking, pop-

Attendees of the UYC program in the Central Province experienced ample
fellowship time, activities and informative life skills classes.

corn making and a special trip to
Kafue National Park, which was
about a two-hour drive off campus. This was a great opportunity
to spend time in God’s creation,
see animals and spend time near
the Kafue River.
We also had a business studies
class in which Keegan Mukuka
taught the importance of entrepreneurship and shared examples
on how one can come up with a
small business using the survival
skills learned at youth camp.
On the Sabbath, the girls
sang special music and several
campers recited memory verses. The last day at camp we held

ball games and a special Q&A
session in which campers asked
questions about the Church,
and gave feedback about how
camp went. There was less time
playing sports at camp since our
emphasis is on teaching useful
survival skills for the campers
to take home and implement in
their lives. The last evening, we
held a bonfire and gave awards
for specific achievements and
great attitudes shown by the
campers. Finally, we were blessed to have no sickness despite
COVID-19’s presence elsewhere
in the country.
Paddy Litaba

Virtual Pinewood Derby 2021 Registration Open
parents. Kids love racing their
homemade decorated Pinewood
Derby cars down the more than
30-foot-long track.
We are inviting everyone to
participate, no matter where you
are located!

How it works

Are you ready to race? The
New England congregations are
planning an online social event.
Continuing the tradition from
last year, we are holding a Virtual Pinewood Derby on Sunday,
Jan. 23, from 1-4 p.m. EST.
We have held the Pinewood
Derby race each winter in New
England for the last five years,
and last year this annual event
went virtual. It is a much-loved
activity among our kids and

Step 1: Buy this specific
Pinewood car kit: the Boy Scouts
of America Official Pinewood
Derby Car Kit. It is available on
Amazon using this link: bit.ly/
PWDcars, at the Boy Scouts of
America website or perhaps a
local BSA store.
It is very important that
you build your car according to
the Race Rules, which you can
download at ucg.org/members/
news/virtual-pinewood-derby2021-registration-open.
Step 2: Register online by
Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021, using
the UCG.org link above or by
going to bit.ly/PWDregister. Include your car name, car weight
and a photo when you register.

Step 3: Ship your car to the
race organizers in New England
at the address you will be given
after registration. If possible, we
ask that a member of your congregation volunteer to coordinate shipping the congregation’s
cars in one package to our race
organizers. This will cut down
on shipping costs consider-

ably. We also ask that you plan
for your cars to arrive by Jan. 1,
2022. We will be reminding all
registrants of the dates to buy
their kits, complete their registrations and ship their cars.

The event
The race organizers will webcast the Pinewood Derby event.

Watch your car race others from
all around the world and prizes
will be handed out for fastest,
most creative, etc.
Join in the Pinewood Derby
on Sunday, Jan. 23, 2022.
Register today and let’s get
ready to race! Please email
ucgworcester@gmail.com with
any questions. UN

Updates from Ministerial and Member Services
On Aug. 18, 2021, Salvatore Cimino was re-credentialed as an elder by the United
Church of God. He and his wife, JoAnn, serve in the Charlotte, North Carolina, congregation.
Retired pastor Dave Mills has been serving as an interim pastor for the congregations
in Macon and Columbus, Georgia, since the death of pastor Ken Martin on Aug. 21.
On Sept. 4, Ken Loucks was ordained into the ministry. He and his wife, Becca, serve
in the Portland, Oregon, congregation. On the Day of Atonement, Sept. 16, Josphat
Gakuo was ordained into the ministry. He and his wife, Zipporah, serve in the Nairobi,
Kenya, congregation. During the Feast of Tabernacles, Sept. 21, Mark Nyakwara was
ordained into the ministry. He serves in the Magenche, Kenya, congregation.
We greatly appreciate the dedicated service of these men and their wives.
Chris Rowland
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Social media and the
digital age has made
communication more
accessible than ever
before. But is every
idea worth sharing?
What is our Christian
responsibility?

What does loving our neighbor look like
when it comes to what we post on social
media? Here are some things to think about
before we post:

Nathan Dumlao/Unsplash

Before You Post

Is it true?
This is one of the biggest issues I see on
social media every day. Too often, we share
articles and graphics that sound reasonable, but we didn’t really investigate. Worse,
sometimes we share articles that we didn’t
even read completely: the headline sounds
interesting, so we share it and think we’ll
read it later. It is important to pause before
you post and consider whether this is a
trustworthy source. If the information contained is very different from other things we
have read or seen, we should take the time to
check it out. If we don’t have time to investigate, we shouldn’t share it. As Christians, we
are called to place a high value on truth. We
should not be sharing falsehoods. If we find
that we have shared something that is not
true, we should do what we can to remove
it and be honest about our error. We should
never share or defend something “because it
could be true.” Just as we should be reliable
in our in-person interactions, we should be
reliable online.

By Katherine Rowland

In September of 2006, Facebook was
opened to anyone over the age of 13 who
had a valid e-mail address. It wasn’t the
first social networking site, but it quickly
edged out competitors to become one of
the most popular sites for people wanting
to connect with friends, coworkers and
family. Today, people use Facebook to video call family and friends, shop for items
and services in their area, and even rely on
it to get their news. Above all, Facebook
and other social media sites are valued as
platforms for users to share their photos,
stories, ideas and values with others.
The exponential growth in technology and social media has brought controversy. There are many
questions about the privacy of shared information
and the growth of “fake news,” which is often shared
on these sites by users. Some blame social media for
what they see as increased polarization in the United
States, and there is growing concern over the effect
of social media on our perception of ourselves and
others.
We humans love to communicate. We love to
talk, to write, to sing, to create art and to share ideas.
But is every idea worth sharing? What is our responsibility as Christians in a digital age, when sharing
everything from our lunchtime menu to the latest
news release takes mere seconds? Does the Bible
have anything to say about how we use something
that didn’t even exist when the Bible was written?
I thought about this question when I read 1 Corinthians 10:23-24. Paul writes, “All things are lawful
for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are
lawful for me, but not all things edify. Let no one

What does loving our neighbor look like when it comes
to what we post on social media?

seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being.”
Now, Paul isn’t talking here about social media, but I
think that the concept he addresses is worth exploring.
Freedom of speech is recognized as a fundamental human right. In the United States, there is a great
deal of freedom in what we say, whether verbally
or through the written word. Culturally, we tend to
value our right to self-expression; our Constitution
guarantees freedom of speech in its first amendment.
As Christians, we also believe in freedom. As Paul
writes in 2 Corinthians 3:17, “the Lord is the Spirit;
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
We have been set free through Christ. How should
we use that liberty? Paul answers that question in Galatians 5:13-15: “You, brethren, have been called to
liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another. For all
the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’ But if you bite and
devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by
one another!”

Is it helpful?
Thinking back to what Paul wrote in 1
Corinthians 10, it’s important to consider
the thoughts and ideas we share by asking
whether they actually help someone. Will
this improve a situation? Will it brighten
someone’s day? Will readers come away from reading
a post feeling instructed, enlightened and encouraged?
Or am I only complaining about my day? Or, worse,
complaining about someone else? There is room for
transparency: we don’t all have to have “the best day
ever” every day! On the other hand, it can be useful
to review the last 10 or 20 things we have written or
shared via social media. Are they useful and edifying?

Is it loving?
In Ephesians 4:15, Paul writes that we should be
“speaking the truth in love.” Even if something is true
and helpful, if it is spoken, written or shared without
love it can be damaging instead of edifying. It is important to consider our tone when we speak to one
another, and when we speak about one another. Christ
said that we would be known as His disciples by our
love for one another (John 13:35). Let’s look at that list
Continued on next page
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For Christians, love should be the
top priority.
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of recent things we’ve shared again. How is our tone?
Are most of the posts positive, kind or encouraging?
Or do most of them seem angry, bitter or accusatory? We need to think carefully about not just our own
words, but about the things we share from others. If it
is being shared from our account, it is going to be associated with us. It should reflect the values we embrace,
and, for Christians, love should be the top priority.

Does it promote unity?
Unfortunately, we human beings are much better
at finding the things that make us different from one
another than we are at finding the things that are the
same. Too often, my social media feed is a long list
of opposing opinions, stated in ways that denigrate
anyone who holds a different opinion. Sadly, we who
are Christians can sometimes be the worst offenders
in this area. We need to set a different standard.
Back in Ephesians 4, at the beginning of the chapter, Paul pleads with Christians to “walk worthy of
the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with
one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (verses 1-3). If we
find ourselves getting ready to share something, we
need to consider our motivation: is it really about
helping someone else? Or is it mostly about showing ourselves to be “right” about something? We can
completely believe that one course of action is correct
without bragging about it or harshly putting down
those who completely believe that another course of
action is correct. We need to ask whether what we say
brings people together, or splits people apart.

Would I say this to your face?
Technology has some great ways to bring us together, but it also can make us feel that we aren’t really talking to real people. This is especially true when
we are sharing an article or image that someone else
created; we didn’t invest our time in making it, so
sometimes we forget that sharing things associates
them with us. What we write online is read by real
people, often by the people we love most. Before we
post, or before we share, we need to take a moment to
think, “Would I say this to you if you were in front of
me? Would I stand up in the middle of church and say
this?” If for any reason we would not say it to a person
who was standing in front of us, we don’t need to say it
to the hundreds of people who are sitting on the other
end of a social network connection.
Social media is a tool. Like any other tool, it can
be used well, or it can be used poorly. I think about
that when I—like many others—pick up my phone
every morning and check in on the social media sites
that I use. During the COVID-19 stay-at-home order
I was especially thankful for being able to communicate freely and immediately with my granddaughter,
my best friend and my coworkers. It is a blessing to
connect with so many people instantly. We need to
use this tool with care, however.
Let’s do our part to make every method of communication a blessing to those who hear or see our
words! GN

Memorizing Scripture can help you engage with the text in the way its authors designed it to be read.

Surprising Benefits of
Bible Memorization
There is power to be found
in committing passages and
chapters to memory—even if
you don’t yet fully understand
every line.
By Clint Porter

Do you look forward to your daily Bible study? Do
you find yourself spontaneously meditating on God’s
Word?
For many years, I did not. I read my Bible and
prayed, and then I went about my day. No longer! Bible meditation is now a natural dimension to my day,
and my morning study and prayer have come alive. I
actually can’t wait to jump out of bed every day to do
them! And one pivotal difference came from the last
place I expected: Bible memorization.
Perhaps you’ve heard Bible memorization presented as a tool for defending the faith using key doctrinal
verses. That has value, but this is different. I’m talking
about the power to be found in committing passages
and chapters to memory—even if you don’t yet fully
understand every line. Why do this? First, you will put
afterburners on your Bible meditation by giving God’s
Word a way to directly reorder the way you think. Second, your Bible study will continually show you things
you’ve never seen before as you learn to engage with
the text in the way its authors designed it to be read.

Memorization fuels meditation
Time after time, the Bible tells us to meditate on
God’s law throughout the day. For example, Psalm 1

sketches a portrait of a righteous person, saying “his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he
meditates day and night” (verse 2).
What is meditation? Forget whatever you’ve seen
in movies. It isn’t a mystical experience. It’s simply
focused thinking. But while the biblical authors
could probably agree with us on that definition, they
would also likely caution us that they didn’t think
about thinking in quite the way we do.
Here is an example. Did you know that the skill
of silent reading has only been commonplace for
around 400 years? Before that, you probably would
have found it bizarre or even creepy to see somebody
sit and silently read a book. Reading meant using
your mouth! Silent reading is one of several cultural
shifts over the centuries that led us to imagine our
own thoughts differently. Today, we prefer to frame
our inner thoughts as if they inhabit a world apart
from our physical bodies, as we “drift off in thought.”
This concept comes so naturally to us, we may mistakenly import it into our reading of the Bible.
The Hebrew writers, on the other hand, were
more inclined to conceive of their thoughts as a
whole-body experience involving their mouth, heart
and other abdominal organs.
When Psalm 1 speaks of meditation, it uses the
word “hagah” (Strong’s H1897). In other contexts,
this word is translated “to speak,” “to mutter,” “to
groan” or “to roar.” Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon describes it as having the sense of “the growl of
a lion over its prey.” So, when the Hebrew authors
spoke of “meditating,” their language implied a more
physically active process potentially involving one’s
mouth, such as speaking something to yourself while
murmuring in a low voice.
Does this sound strange? It makes perfect sense
within a memorization culture. When scrolls were
expensive to produce, you “read” Scripture by attending a reading of it at your local place of Sabbath
assembly, and then you continued to “read” and “remember” it by repeating it to yourself throughout the
Continued on page 22
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Surprising Benefits of Bible Memorization
Continued from page 21

day. So, while today we might only conceive of “meditation on God’s law” as sitting quietly and thinking,
the Biblical authors’ perspective would have incorporated this practice of rehearsing scriptures. With that
in mind, consider the Lord’s command to Joshua in
Joshua 1:8: “This Book of the Law shall not depart
from your mouth, but you shall meditate [hagah] in
it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.”

Gift Habeshaw/Unsplash
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How Scripture memorization transforms
meditation
Since the dawn of the alphabet, students everywhere have learned primarily through memorizing
texts. Yet I was deeply skeptical. I came of age at a
time when memorization was viewed as the opposite
of critical thought. Isn’t it more important to understand concepts than to repeat words? I saw memorization as a practice that elevates form over substance.
Then a few years ago I started reading books
on the science of learning, and I was surprised to
find that modern neuroscience is turning this view
on its head. Researchers are discovering correlations between memorization and creativity because
when you take the time to fully memorize important
things, you construct webs of new neural pathways
to that knowledge. This gives your brain opportunities to produce new insights by creatively connecting
knowledge, ideas and your own real-life experiences.
Meditation needs fuel, and that fuel comes from the
things you most deeply know.
The process of memorizing your first Bible passage will feel tedious. It will force you to slow down
and read closely. You will find yourself asking why
you’re drawn to remember the words one way when
they plainly say something else. You will feel like your
memory must be worse than everyone else’s (it’s not).
Memorization isn’t hard; it’s just slow. The good news
is most of the meditative benefits will come not from
reaching your memorization goals, but will come directly out of the learning process itself. For example,
I found some parts of Psalm 91 easy to memorize
(“He shall give His angels charge over you / to keep
you in all your ways”), but I struggled mightily with
verse 15: “He shall call upon Me, and I will answer
him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him
and honor him.”
I went over it repeatedly and couldn’t get it right.
Then one day—I think I was mowing my lawn while
practicing this scripture—it finally dawned on me.
The verbs tell a five-part story. God answers, but He
doesn’t immediately deliver. Instead, He is with us in
trouble. It’s actually a key to understanding the whole
psalm. Once I could see the story, everything fell into
place. It just took a bit of focused thinking for me to
get there. This is meditation in action.

The Bible is designed to be memorized
This practice can also transform your study by
teaching you to read in ways that follow the grain
of Scripture. The books of the Bible were written for
people in our time, but they were not written by or
to us. Today we would be confused if the weatherman suddenly broke into poetry while describing a
coming cold front, but this is the kind of thing you

Scripture memorization will lead you to a better intuitive sense of how God has organized the Bible.

routinely find happening in the Bible. Why?
All written works have a design strategy. When
I wrote radio news, I wrote short, forward-flowing
sentences so listeners could follow along in real time
and grasp the details in a single hearing. Today we
skim more than we read, so authors adapt their writing style accordingly. The writers of the Old and New
Testaments likewise used the tools of their medium.
God inspired all Scripture, but it was first recorded
by, to and about people living in memorization cultures. Their medium was memory.
They brilliantly employed a range of literary techniques that may at first seem obscure to us, but became
second nature to them. When providing details in a
story, they carefully chose words that would mentally
trigger earlier writings, using them like an ancient system of Internet hyperlinks connecting to other parts
of Scripture. They employed Hebrew poetic structures
to compare, contrast and spotlight ideas—sometimes
across entire chapters and books! They developed sophisticated motifs spanning the whole Bible, sometimes describing a scene in a way that creates a mirrored or inverted portrait of a previous story.
These techniques all have something in common.
They capitalize on the natural processes your brain
uses to encode and sequence stories during memorization, and use them to embed more layers of meaning. You will miss them if you skim-read the text (an
alien concern to the Bible’s authors).
Sometimes they would creatively rearrange or inset stories. When you memorize long passages, you
must mentally link the end of one story to the beginning of the next, which forces you to think about
their relationship to each other. Sometimes God even
inspires a sequence of events for this purpose. For
example, in the gospel according to Mark, he inserts
the story of a blind man receiving eyesight within a
larger narrative of the disciples finally coming to see
Jesus is the Christ. Later, he wraps the story of Je-

sus withering the fig tree around the account of the
cleansing of the temple.
Mark doesn’t need to tell you these things are
related. He’s not trying to be overly clever. Within a
memorization culture, he assumes you are already
accustomed to thinking this way.
Perhaps this sounds daunting, but it doesn’t need
to be! Even just dabbling in Scripture memorization
will lead you to a better intuitive sense of how God
has organized the Bible. The more we engage with
it on its own terms, the more these techniques will
start to pop off the page at us. And again, every scripture you learn by heart will fuel your meditation and
study.
You have time! Memorizing is slow, but the time
spent brings its own rewards. I know of people with
average memories who began learning a verse a day
20 years ago, who now have more than 30 books of
the Bible memorized. They’ll tell you it has nothing
to do with being a genius; it has everything to do with
consistency.
You’re not too old! Nine months after I presented this topic as a sermonette in Cincinnati, Ohio, a
woman in her 60s told me she had since memorized
over 450 verses of the Bible.
You can start anywhere! Your goal is to let God’s
Word reshape your mind, so look for passages that
are foundational but perhaps a little unfamiliar. A few
good starting points would be Psalms 1 & 2, the Ten
Commandments in long form, the Beatitudes, 1 Corinthians 13, Exodus 34:6–7, Psalm 19:7–11, Psalm 23
or Psalm 103:8–14. You might then progress to longer passages such as Genesis 1 or the Sermon on the
Mount.
Each time Satan tried to tempt Jesus, He answered
with memorized scripture. I think you’ll find to the
degree you take this on, it will be a source of encouragement and blessing to you throughout your day as
God speaks to you through His own words. GN
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You can choose to journey
down one of two spiritual
roads in life. Which one will
you select? Plus, which one
would Jesus Christ want you
to take?

Elijah Hiett/Unsplash

The Road Less Traveled
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By John LaBissoniere

In 1920 the famous poet Robert Frost (1874–1963),
wrote a captivating poem titled “The Road Not Taken.”
In it he described how, while journeying on a road in
the woods, he came across a location where it divided
into two. Wondering which route he should take, he
finally chose the “one less traveled by” and in doing so,
found that it “made all the difference.”
What if you faced this identical situation spiritually? Imagine, for instance, that while you are journeying
down the road of life you encounter a place where it
splits in two. At this point you need to stop and push
open one of two gates in order to continue your travels. You find that the first gate is very narrow and appears to be difficult to squeeze through. In addition,
the road behind this gate seems nearly unused—being
rough, rocky and filled with thickets, brambles and
overgrowth. By contrast, the second gate is very wide
and the road behind it appears to be extremely spacious and without impediments.
Which spiritual gate would you choose? And more
importantly, which one would Jesus Christ want you
to select? The Bible records His answer which is to,
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there
are many who go in by it” (Matthew 7:13, emphasis
added throughout).

The way that leads to life
What more did Jesus reveal about why He would
like you to squeeze through the tight, constricted gate
and then traverse the rugged, arduous roadway behind
it? He said, “But small is the gate and narrow the way
that leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:14,
Berean Study Bible).
But why do only a few people decide that the difficult, demanding “way that leads to life” is worth its trouble, strain and adversity—whereas most others do not?
Because while the majority are immersed in temporary,
self-centered material goals and concerns, the few are
focused on the future with its spiritual “prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14, English Standard Version). In doing so they place their full
trust in God and His Word, the Bible, while anticipating
an exhilarating time to come filled with irrepressible joy
and wonderful opportunities for themselves and all humanity (Hebrews 11:10; 13:14; Psalm 16:11).
On the other hand, what results when a person
travels the broad, easy way of pursuing his or her own
earthly desires and proclivities? Jesus said, “He who
finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for
My sake will find it” (Matthew 10:39). In other words,
if someone lives their life caring only about their own
interests and pleasures, they will lose out on the unparalleled gift of everlasting life (Romans 6:23). This

Are you willing to journey on the arduous spiritual road—the one less traveled?

includes the amazing prospect of helping Jesus Christ
govern the glorious Kingdom of God on earth following His second coming when “the knowledge of the
Lord” will cover the world as water fills the oceans
(Revelation 20:4; Isaiah 11:6-9).

Changing your way of thinking
So all of this comes down to you and the choice
before you right now. If you sincerely desire to take
“the road less traveled,” what must you do? As in any
important decision, it is vital to “count the cost” so you
will be able to finish what you start (Luke 14:28). To
complete your spiritual journey successfully, you will
first need to repent of—meaning to turn from—sin,
which is the breaking of God’s laws (1 John 3:4). Then
you must be baptized and receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit through the laying on of hands of God’s true
ministers (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:14-18). Also, you need
to cultivate a deep, personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and God the Father through daily prayer and
Bible study (John 3:16).
As a result of following these steps, the power of
God’s Spirit within you begins to “change your way
of thinking and make you into a new person” (Ephesians 4:23-24, Contemporary English Version). Furthermore, journeying “on the road less traveled” requires self-sacrifice, humility and a sincere willingness
to serve others. The apostle Paul wrote, “Do nothing
out of selfish ambition or empty pride, but in humility consider others more important than yourselves”
(Philippians 2:3, Berean Study Bible).
All of the above is what Jesus Christ wants you to
do so that your mind and heart can be completely renewed and refreshed (Ephesians 4:23). Having God’s
Spirit at work in you gives you remarkable divine
strength and the capability “to know God’s will for you,
which is good and pleasing and perfect” (Romans 12:2,
New Living Translation).
In addition, God’s way of life includes loving and
obeying His commandments (Psalm 119:97; 1 John
5:3). Doing so provides you with countless blessings
including splendid peace of mind (Philippians 4:7).
“But if you look closely into the perfect law that sets

people free, and keep on paying attention to it and
do not simply listen and then forget it, but put it into
practice—you will be blessed by God in what you do”
(James 1:25, Good News Translation).
This stands in contrast to the self-centered, disobedient, human way of life which has, throughout
the centuries, bequeathed people with heartache, anxiety, distress, pain, suffering and death (Romans 2:9;
6:16, 23). The apostle John wrote, “For all that is in the
world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world”
(1 John 2:16). When considering all of the above, the
choice should be clear. The wide road of focusing exclusively on one’s own physical life, with its interests
and endeavors, leads spiritually nowhere. Conversely
the rough, difficult, nearly-unused spiritual “road less
traveled” guides you to a radiant eternal future filled
with exciting opportunities and undreamed of joy and
fulfillment (John 15:11).

A marvelous future lies ahead
So, you have an amazing future before you if you
choose “the road that leads to life” and follow it fully
and faithfully. But does this mean you won’t face troubles in your physical life now? No, it doesn’t. Nevertheless, as Romans 8:18 says that, “the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us.” Furthermore the
next verse explains what lies ahead. “For the creation
waits with eager expectation for the children of God to
be revealed” (Romans 8:19, New Heart English Bible).
What better or exciting promise can you have than to
become one of God’s very own divine children (2 Corinthians 6:18)?
Finally, in the last stanza of Robert Frost’s poem he
stated, “Two roads diverged in a wood, and I took the
one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.” Are you willing to journey on the arduous spiritual road—the one less traveled? If so, you will find
that it will make all the difference because it will lead
you to glorious everlasting life and remarkable opportunities in God’s spectacular, soon-coming, divine
kingdom and family (Matthew 7:14)! GN
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Announcements

Gracie Justine Kovanis

Frank & Elizabeth Cimino

Max & Kim Heine

Jim & Irma Faulkner

Margie Marie Lantz

Oct. 5, 2021

Sept. 4, 2021

July 25, 2021

60th Anniversary

Dec. 10, 1930-Aug. 19, 2021

Births

groom, was best man. Both the
wedding and dinner/dance reception took place at The Loft
at Pickwick Place in Bucyrus,
Ohio. Max and Kim said it was
the happiest day of their lives!
They are now residing in Columbus, Ohio.

tion, but Jim didn’t like what
the Lutheran church taught.
He liked what a man named
Herbert Armstrong taught on
the radio, saying, “If you find
a minister like that, I’ll go.”
Jim started receiving the Plain
Truth magazine, but Irma
wasn’t convinced. Finally, Jim
pointed out scriptures that convinced her that maybe what Jim
was reading was correct. Over
time, both studied God’s Word
and began to understand God’s
truth. The Faulkners believe
that they have been blessed and
that God was with them from
the beginning.
The Faulkners plan to move
soon to St. Louis, Missouri,
where two of their children
and their families live. The La
Crosse congregation will miss
them dearly, but know that they
will become beloved members
of their new congregation.

She is survived by five of her
eight children. She lost one infant. Margie made a career of
being a homemaker. She also
was a greenhouse owner/operator. She loved plants and had
an extensive garden right up
until this past year. She canned
and made jellies and pickles.
She was also an excellent seamstress. She made shirts for her
sons. In recent years, she contributed to the Little Rock congregation’s annual fundraiser.
She made throw pillows and
pillow slips as well as crocheted
items that she donated. She also
liked to cook.
Margie was baptized at the
Feast of Tabernacles in 1961
in Big Sandy, Texas. She and
her sister, Nancy, took a train
from Northeast Arkansas to Big
Sandy where they camped with
another member from Cash,
Arkansas.
Margie lived a full and long
life. She was a loved member of
the Jonesboro congregation and
will be greatly missed. We look
forward to seeing her at the resurrection.

Gracie Justine Kovanis
On Oct. 5, 2021, daughter
Gracie Justine Kovanis was born
to parents Justin and Kourtney
Kovanis of the Cincinnati East,
Ohio, congregation. Gracie
joins them and their dog Buddy
in their growing family. Happy
grandparents, Ken and Kimberly Japhet, David Hannaway and
Monica Hartman welcome her.
Gracie was 8 pounds, 10 ounces
and 20.5 inches tall, with a full
head of dark hair

Weddings
Frank and Elizabeth
Cimino
The Cimino and Joseph
families would like to announce
that Frank Cimino of Tampa,
Florida, and Elizabeth Joseph
of Dayton, Ohio, were united in
marriage on Sept. 4, 2021. The
wedding took place in Beavercreek, Ohio, and was officiated
by Frank’s grandfather Salvatore Cimino. The rain held off
for their outdoor ceremony and
everything was beautiful!

Max and Kim Heine

Steve and Linda Martens of
the Columbus, Ohio, congregation are delighted to announce
the marriage of their daughter
Kim to Max Heine, son of Tim
and Mary Heine of the Salt
Lake City, Utah, congregation
on July 25, 2021. The wedding
was officiated by Roc Corbett.
Stephanie Russell, sister of the
bride, was matron of honor and
Charlie Heine, brother of the

Anniversaries
Jim and Irma Faulkner
The La Crosse, Wisconsin,
congregation honored Jim and
Irma Faulkner at Sabbath services on Aug. 7, 2021, to celebrate their 60 years of marriage.
Pastor David Schreiber gave
the couple special recognition
during the announcements
where they were presented a
card and gift from the congregation. There was also a special
luncheon and cake after the service.
The Faulkners were married
on July 22, 1961. They met on
a blind date (Irma thought Jim
was handsome and genuine,
while Jim decided that he had
found what he was looking for).
Jim proposed on the second
date. They were married a year
later.
The Faulkners have four
children: Carol Faulkner Bald,
Cathy Faulkner Guerra (husband Mario), Cindy Faulkner
Manno (husband Tony), James
Richard Faulkner (wife Jennifer) and seven grandchildren:
Thomas (wife Karina), Michael,
Alexandria, Adrianna, Dominic, Ava and Brady.
Jim and Irma were baptized
in 1976. Before baptism, Irma
and the children attended a
Lutheran church. She wanted
them to have a biblical educa-

Obituaries
Margie Marie Lantz
Margie Marie Lantz, 90, of
Strawberry, Arkansas, died on
Aug. 19, 2021, at her home.
Margie was a member of the
Jonesboro (Bono), Arkansas,
United Church of God.
Margie was born on Dec.
10, 1930, in Eaton Community of Arkansas, the fourth of
five children born to James and
Miriam Nunnally. Margie lived
the majority of her life in Lawrence County, Arkansas. Margie was a widow for 30 years.
She has one living sister, Nancy
Puckett of the Jonesboro congregation.
Margie had a large family.

Eric Joseph Malecki

Eric Joseph Malecki, age 62,
of Memphis, Tennessee, passed
away on Sept. 1, 2021. Eric was
born Nov. 16, 1958, and grew
up in Synecdoche, New York.
He is survived by his daughter
Serena.
Eric began attending the
United Church of God in Memphis, Tennessee, in early 2014.
He was baptized in May 2014.
Eric was a servant to the whole
congregation and was one of
our most enthusiastic and capable hosts. He conducted our
opening services with greetings,
prayers and announcements,

Eric Joseph Malecki
Nov. 16, 1958-Sept. 1, 2021

and introduced the speakers.
He also led song services, and
helped organize and operate
the video and audio systems.
He was an active assistant and
a proponent of fellowship and
encouraged others to participate. He often helped to arrange
the potlucks and refreshments.
Eric also served at the Feast of
Tabernacles by volunteering to
help with parking. He was there
to help every day of the Feast.
Eric went back to school in
1986 to start a new career in
computers. His last job was as
a field service technician. His
supervisor said that Eric was a
valued employee who took personal interest in his clients. He
would even check with them to
make sure all was well when he
was off duty.
Eric wanted to do better for
himself and anyone else that
needed help. Often, he would go
out of his way to help someone.
He would give to others even
when he didn’t have enough for
himself.
Eric now awaits his resur-

Announcements

Lillie Robinson

William Stuckey

Lloyd Robert Syvret

May 8, 1934-July 5, 2021

April 11, 1948-Aug. 26, 2021

Dec. 9, 1933-Sept. 18, 2021

rection. He will be missed by
his church family and friends.

paintings hung in the home.
Lillie was a talented seamstress and began sewing as a
young child. Her interest was
sparked by a tiny Singer sewing
machine, turned by hand, which
was given to her by her parents
before she started school. She
began by making outfits for her
dolls and as she grew, sewed articles of clothing for herself, her
immediate and extended family
and her friends. She designed
her own wedding gown and
bridesmaids’ dresses. She also
designed and sewed her daughter, Patricia’s, wedding gown.
Lillie was a talented musician and earned degrees in both
voice and piano. She earned her
associate diploma (ARCT) from
the University of Toronto as a
solo performer. While living in
Peterborough, she was actively
involved in community music
and played the lead role in an
on-stage operetta drama. For
many years, she sang with a concert choir and opera group in
Peterborough, and performed
in the annual production of
“Handel’s Messiah.” To keep her
voice trained, she participated
in many singing contests in both
Peterborough and Toronto, and
often won first place, including
three Rose Bowls in the Kiwanis
Music Festivals.
In 1970, Lillie and her husband, Gordon, were baptized
together by Gary Antion. Lillie
spent her life in service to not
just her physical family, but also
her spiritual family. She was
a wonderful cook and hosted
countless dinners at the family
home in Bethany, Ontario. She
hosted annual ski weekends for
the Y.O.U. group in the Worldwide Church of God and winter
family weekends for brethren in

the Toronto United Church of
God; sang solos, duets and in the
choir at church services and at
most Feasts; directed the choir
for the Toronto UCG congregation and at various Feast sites;
provided decorations and floral
bouquets for many weddings in
both WGC and UCG; provided
decorations for church socials
and Holy Days; and served as a
deaconess since 1997.
After Gordon’s death in
2017, Lillie moved back into the
home in Kingsville in which she
was raised. She lived the remainder of her life with her sister,
Marilyn, who had moved there
six years prior. Dementia led to
Lillie’s decline, and she died in
the early hours of July 5 in the
home in which she was born,
with her sister, son, daughter
and son-in-law present. Lillie
was buried in Toronto with her
beloved husband, Gordon, of 59
years.

Lillie Robinson

Lillie Everetta Robinson was
born on May 8, 1934, in one of
Canada’s most southern towns,
Kingsville, Ontario, to Everett
and Miriam Saunders. Fifteen
months later, she was joined by
her only sibling, Marilyn (Anderson).
From her childhood, Lillie was blessed with many gifts
and talents from God. She
skipped three grades in elementary school and graduated
from grade 13 at the age of 16, at
which time she served as coach
for the Kingsville High School
girls’ basketball team. A year
later, she graduated from teacher’s college at age 17 and began
teaching at age 18. Though she
taught a variety of grades and
subjects, such as art, the bulk of
her teaching career was spent in
grade one.
Lillie met her future husband, Gordon Robinson, while
singing at the wedding of mutual friends. Four years later,
the two met again at those same
friends’ home, and six months
later, on Feb. 14, 1958, they were
engaged. They were married on
Aug. 16, 1958, and eventually
had two children: Brett and Patricia (Romeo).
Lillie was a gifted illustrator, painter, 3-D crafter and had
an eye for architecture, interior
design and flower arranging.
She spent five summers taking
courses with the Ontario College of Art and joined an art
group that traveled to different
areas around Peterborough to
paint and sketch on site. She designed the family home, which
Gordon built, and many of her

William Stuckey

William Earl Stuckey, age
73, died on Aug. 26, 2021, at his
home in Little Rock, Arkansas.
William was born in Kiblah,
Arkansas, to Clara Barnes. He
was raised by his grandfather
Champion Stuckey and his
grandmother Mildred Stuckey,
alongside his aunts and uncles
(whom he recognized as his
sisters and brothers), and his
brother, Michael Barnes and his
sister Rita Sewell. He is survived
by his sons, Erreyon and Kevin,
and his daughter Joy, as well as
eight grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.
William attended the Arkansas School for the Blind and he
spent his summers in Kiblah,
where he enjoyed playing instruments and entertaining the fam-

ily. William was an excellent,
gifted musician. He made his
living as a pianist and singer. He
worked mostly at quality restaurants in the Little Rock area.
Here is a true story that William conveyed to us. He told us
that he usually took a taxi to get
home at night. Once, when he
was returning home from working late at night, the taxi driver
dropped him off at the wrong
location. When he realized he
didn’t know where he was or how
to get home, he started praying
fervently. A dog came up and
bumped him. Then it bumped
him again, so he held onto the
dog. The dog led him home.
He was so glad to get home, he
gave the dog his dinner. William
knew that God had sent that dog
to guide him home.
William was a very loyal
member of the United Church
of God Little Rock congregation.
He always came to services unless he was just too sick from his
illness. William had been suffering from severe health problems
for many years. He served at
the Feast of Tabernacles by performing special music. He also
played for the senior banquet for
many years.
William is no longer suffering and awaits the resurrection.
He will be missed greatly, not
only by his family, but by the
Little Rock congregation.

Lloyd Robert Syvret

Lloyd died in the arms of his
loving wife Carol, in the Midland
hospital at 7:40 a.m. on Sept.
18, 2021, at the age of 87. He is
survived by his three sons, Jeffrey (Lisa), Richard (Anita) and
Mark (Keri), and his daughter
Cathy Ridd (John). He had nine
grandchildren, Jeffrey Jr., Megan,
Britney, Chelsey, Breanne, Kaylyn, Faith, Anna, and Katie and
two great-grandchildren. He was
pre-deceased by his first wife,
the mother of his children, Catherine Jonsson in August 2001 in
Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Lloyd was born in a mining town in South Porcupine
in northern Ontario on Dec.
9, 1933. He was born the middle child in the Syvret family
of nine. In 1947, when Lloyd
was 14 years old, his father,
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Edward Philip Syvret and his
mother Catherine “Oral” (Doran) Syvret, did not want their
six boys working in the mines
and decided to move to a farm
in the Germania Lake area of
Muskoka, Ontario. It was there
that Lloyd met his future wife
Carol Ann Wilson, 72 years ago
in Gravenhurst. Fifty years later,
Lloyd and Carol were married
on March 2, 2002 in Antigua,
British West Indies.
For most of Lloyd’s life, he
worked with heavy equipment
in the construction industry and
as a high tower crane operator.
Before retiring, he worked for
the government, mainly with
indigenous children, training
them for job opportunities, and
later maintaining and repairing youth homes for troubled
teenagers in the Winnipeg area.
During his 46-year marriage to
Catherine, they took upwards
of 75 foster children into their
home.
Early in 1959, he and Catherine and their two oldest boys
moved to Los Angeles, California. He worked in the daytime
and also took dinner with him
so that he could attend night
school at college. It was during
his evening dinner break while
eating in his car, that he heard
the booming voice of Herbert Armstrong over the radio.
He then started attending the
Worldwide Church of God in
Pasadena, California, and he
was baptized in February of
1960. In 1969, Lloyd and Catherine and their now three boys
moved back to Canada and continued attending the Worldwide
Church of God until it split
into smaller organizations. He
then started attending the Sabbath-keeping United Church of
God, in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
The last four years while living
in Penetanguishene, Ontario,
Lloyd and Carol were both ordained deacon and deaconess
in the Barrie, Ontario, congregation of the United Church
of God. Lloyd stayed a faithful
Sabbath keeper for 62 years until his death.
Following his cremation, he
will be interred in Mickle Cemetery’s Columbarium Wall, in
Gravenhurst, Ontario. UN

Announcements for United News can be sent by e-mail to un@ucg.
org (preferred), or by mail to United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027. Please include a color photo. Announcements
should not exceed 500 words, and may be lightly edited by United
News staff.
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Tribute to Retiring Minister

The United Church of God is
pleased to honor John and Merrie Elliott upon retirement on
Sept. 15, 2021, after nearly five
decades of employed service to
the Church.
On Sept. 7, the Tulsa, Oklahoma, congregation hosted a
reception honoring the Elliotts.
Mark Welch, operation manager
of Minister and Member Services
presented them with several gifts
and expressed thanks for their
dedication and faithful service to
God and the brethren. At a farewell presentation on Sept. 22, David Palmer, pastor of Abbotsford,
British Columbia, presented the
Elliotts with an iconic Canadian
Hudson’s Bay Point blanket on
behalf of Anthony Wasilkoff and
the Canadian ministry.
Mr. Elliott was ordained on
April 16, 1976. John and Merrie have served congregations in
Ohio, Arkansas, South Dakota,

California, Arizona and Washington, in addition to congregations throughout British Columbia, Canada. Mr. Elliott was
senior pastor for East Africa for
15 years and has been Festival coordinator for sites in Canada and
East Africa. He has been on the
Council of Elders from 2011 to
2019, and from 2020 to present.
Mr. Elliott reflected on his
years in the ministry:
“It has truly been an honor
to serve full-time in God’s work
for nearly five decades in one of
the most meaningful roles a human can have. Nearly everything
about a pastor’s work is about
promoting others to share eternity in God’s Kingdom. Surely the
work can get complicated, difficult, challenging, even trying at
times. This calling also provided
personal growth opportunities
that, although challenging, produced good fruit. With God’s

inspiration and positive member
support comes a sense of fulfillment in serving candidates for
the God family. It’s a busy life
involving constant driving, visiting, counseling, anointing, coordinating church services, Feasts,
teen events, marriages and baptisms. All that continual activity and focus away from home
puts a strain on the family’s life.
Striving for balance and trying
to involve everyone as much as
possible worked pretty well. All
of our family and extended family members are in God’s Church
which is a real blessing. One of
the greatest gifts that I discovered is training and mentoring
people of all ages for roles of service where Christ directs. Doing
so multiplies the number of potential leaders, deacons, deaconesses, elders, pastors and senior
pastors. My sincere appreciation
goes to all of you who contribute
in serving the brethren in God’s
Church everywhere.”
Coworkers and many family
friends have also commented on
the impact the Elliotts have had
in their lives.
From Anthony and Linda
Wasilkoff: “We convey our warm
regards and appreciation to John
and Merrie Elliott for their many
years of faithful service in the
Church of God to God’s precious
people in the United States, Canada and overseas. It is significant
to us that their service started in
British Columbia, Canada, and

concluded in British Columbia,
Canada, so many years later. We
value the many ways in which
they served in the Church both
pastorally and administratively—
all of which have required considerable hard work, time and sacrifice. We wish the Elliotts many
years of enjoyable and rewarding
retirement living close to family
thus affording them quality time
to spend with special loved ones.
On behalf of UCG-Canada, we
thank them and wish them well
in every way.”
From Monte and Susie Knudson: “We’ve known the Elliotts for
almost 20 years. God has used
them to come into many people’s
lives, including our family’s. His
calling and applying the godly
teachings, along with displaying
the fruit of the Spirit has helped
us in doing the same. We will always remember these two very
special people!”
From Daniel Reisdorff: “To
understand John Elliott one
must understand his priorities:
keep his covenant to God; love
and serve above all else; keep
his covenant to his wife and help
each other be in the First Resurrection. He lived these priorities
in true humility and faith. What
John gave most generously was
opportunity—the chance and
encouragement to grow. John Elliott is one of the 10 best things
that has happened in my life.”
From Nathan and Jackie Ekama: “We love you and are so excit-

ed for you both as you transition
into retirement. It is hard to put
into words how big of an impact
you had on us. We really appreciate how sincere and authentic
you both were as you were dealing with us as we were young,
helping guide us into adulthood
and service to the congregation
and focusing us on God. Your
legacy is a fantastic one. We are
honored to be a part of the lives
that you touched along the way.”
From Ed and RaeAnn Dowd:
“Congratulations and welcome
to retirement. You have touched
so many lives over these past
four decades. We are thankful for
your service to God’s people. We
are thankful for all that you have
done for Him and for those He is
calling. We are happy you are living here in Oklahoma!”
The Elliotts have been married for 47 years and have three
daughters and eight grandchildren. John wrote, “Now it is time
to pass the baton and to serve
in other ways as God inspires.
Retirement will provide Merrie
and me time to help parents and
family members, and to interact
with our grandchildren more. It
will also provide more time for
writing, developing sermons and
serving on the Council of Elders.
We are thankful to God for the
opportunity to have served fulltime these past years, and we
look forward to serving alongside you, forever (Revelation
22:3).” UN

Kingsport Finds Bright Spot in Challenging Year
The Kingsport congregation
is so thankful to now own their
own building in beautiful Gate
City, Virginia, just outside of
Kingsport. The purchase, at the
end of 2020, was a bright spot in
a challenging year.
The congregation’s history
goes back to the late 1960’s when
they first met in a dilapidated
movie theater called the Lonesome Valley Jubilee. The theater
had no heat, and was also home
to country music shows on the
weekends so it would be full of
trash when church members arrived. Members would bring in
torpedo-style kerosene heaters to
warm the building before church
services on cold days and since
the speaker couldn’t be heard
over the noise, they couldn’t
run them during services—it
got pretty chilly by the end of
the service. Original Kingsport
member, Darrell Renfro, says this
building “holds the honor of being the worst church building” in

Left: Rolling hills rise above the Kingsport congregation’s church building. Right: The hall is set up for a potluck.

which he’s ever attended services!
Over the years the congregation
met at the YMCA in Bristol,
motel rooms and mainly in the
IBEW Union hall, which Darrell
says was “paradise in comparison
to the Lonesome Valley Jubilee
hall—it even had A/C.”
In 1995 the congregation
met in the basement of David
and Denise Dobson’s home for
a short while before finding a

more permanent rental hall, the
Renaissance Senior Center. Over
the years, the biggest challenge
with the senior center was having very little storage available so
members had to haul all of the
equipment back and forth every
week. Also, the allotted time was
restricted which didn’t allow for
as much fellowship. In 2020 the
hall was becoming more difficult
to reserve at the times and days

we needed to meet and had begun restricting numbers for our
meetings.
In the fall of 2020, a member
of the congregation, David Gilmer, heard about a building that
was no longer being used and
had not been put on the market
yet; he knew the owner and was
able to negotiate a great purchase
price. The Council of Elders approved the purchase and it was

finalized Oct. 30, 2020. This
building came with a large kitchen, large meeting room, padded
chairs, a storage building and
plenty of parking! It is set in the
midst of a beautiful rolling countryside, which is just the cherry
on top of this wonderful blessing. Our Kingsport congregation
could not be more thankful to
God for this sweet blessing.
Jay and Jennifer Ledbetter
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Beyond Today Interview, “Anxiety, Depression and Despair Have Consequences,” Now Available
In our latest Beyond Today Interview, Peter Eddington talks with Andi Chapman,
registered nurse and regional
clinical educator specializing
in educational and consulting
services for general community
and healthcare staff. In part one
and part two, they discuss the
consequences anxiety, depression and despair have on us.
The format of these interviews
(split into two, 20-minute parts
each), allows for a wide range

of topics to be discussed in a
broader way than is possible
with our formal Beyond Today
television program.
You can stream them online
from our website and also from
our Beyond Today TV apps on
Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TVs, Android devices and iOS devices. They are
also available on our Beyond Today YouTube channel in a separate playlist.
As we progress, plans are to

interview a wide range of experts on a variety of topics of
interest to our membership and
the public at large. This format
also allows for interviews with
experts on scientific, historic
and other matters who are not
members of the United Church
of God.
Please pray for God’s blessing on this project, and upon
all of our proclamation efforts
to preach the good news of the
Kingdom of God. UN

Part 1: ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-interviews/beyond-today-interview-anxiety-depression-and-despair-have-consequences-part-1
Part 2: ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-interviews/beyond-today-interview-anxiety-depression-and-despair-have-consequences-part-2

Google Advertising Censorship
The Church has a divine
commission to preach the gospel of the Kingdom of God to
all people. The technology to
do this continues to advance as
never before. The communication systems available, like the
Internet, are so powerful.
But with these advancing
technologies comes increased
pressure for us to be censored
and our message hidden by large,
controlling tech companies—like
Google, Facebook and YouTube.

For example, Google—who
owns YouTube—is already censoring our ability to advertise
online. Many of our advertising campaigns are now limited
in their distribution—being labeled “Religious belief in personalized advertising.” Our ads
are approved to run, but to very
limited audiences. Our reach
and effectiveness are being censored and controlled. As a result,
we are presently not fully spending our budgeted online market-

ing dollars for Google.
We would appreciate your
specific prayers for the gospel to

Job Opening: Manager of Information Technology
The United Church of God
has announced a position opening for Manager of Information
Technology. The position will be
responsible for:
• Directly supervising the employees of the Information Technology department, including
interviewing, hiring and training
incumbents; planning, assigning
and directing work; appraising
performance; rewarding and disciplining incumbents; addressing
complaints and resolving problems.
• Overseeing and coordinating corporate technology direction, development, production
activities and budgeting for the
Information Technology department.
• Supervising, implementing and maintaining local and
cloud computing systems and
equipment, networks, disaster
recovery, end user devices including Windows and Mac environments, phone and Web infrastructure.
• Communicating with and
advising the president and man-

agement on information technology matters.
• Safety and security of home
office facility.
• Interfacing with and supporting international offices and
the local ministry as needed.
• HIPAA Security Officer
functions.
• Plus any other projects assigned by the president.
Qualifications, knowledge and
skills:
• Excellent communication
and interpersonal skills.
• Strong leadership and project management skills.
• Proficient in latest technology for IT systems and management.
• Proficient in Microsoft Office Suite, Office 365 management and at least one modern
programming language.
• Strong understanding of
Web technologies.
• Strong understanding of
Microsoft Server platform, AD
and Veeam.
• Excellent organizational

have “free course” and be available to all those who use the Internet, not just to limited audi-

ences whom Google selects.
Peter Eddington, Media and
Communications Services

ABC Student Council Officers Chosen

skills and attention to detail.
• Thorough understanding of
IT and practical applications to
support the Church’s goals.
Education and/or experience:
• Master’s degree or equivalent in information technology
field; or six years related experience and/or training; or equivalent combination of education
and experience.
• Seven-plus years managing
and developing technology solutions including enterprise level
software and hardware implementation.
• Five-plus years managing
personnel.
Potential employees must
be baptized members (in good
standing) of the United Church
of God. Applicants must be biblically literate and possess a thorough working knowledge of the
doctrines, beliefs and practices of
the United Church of God.
To request a job application
or for questions about the
position, please contact human_
resources@ucg.org. UN

L-R: Brian Styer, Seth Hall, Ariella McNally, Matthew Rains, Audrey McGuire,
Bryce Fogelson, Fonetia Duyck, Bryston Bower, Vanessa Bean.
Not pictured: Jaclyn Kale, Winston Snyder.

Ambassador Bible College
Student Council officers have
been chosen for the 2021-2022
academic year. Matthew Rains
will serve as student body president, assisted by secretary Audrey McGuire and treasurer
Brian Styer. Ariella McNally and
Winston Snyder will lead social
activities and service activities
committees, respectively.
Jaclyn Kale will take care of
the class message board and keep
students up to date with future

events. Vanessa Bean will make
sure cards are sent out to the
sick. Fonetia Duyck will serve
as editor of ABC Times and the
yearbook. Technical support, including class audio recordings,
will be run by Seth Hall. Bryston
Bower, as class monitor, will ensure the room and materials are
optimal for class. Bryce Fogelson
will serve as music coordinator,
assisted by Seth Hall and Ariella
McNally.
Ariana Del Signore

Debt—a Blessing or a Curse?
Ephesus: The Church That Left Love Behind

Nov. 7-13

Presented by Darris McNeely
Literature offered: The Church Jesus Built
Nov. 14-20

Incredible Angels

Presented by Steve Myers
Literature offered: Angels: God’s Messengers and Spirit Army
Nov. 21-27

The Forgotten Message of Jesus Christ

Presented by Gary Petty
Literature offered: Christ’s Reign on Earth: What It Will Be Like
Nov. 28Dec. 4

Forgive Us Our Debts

Dec. 5-11

Christians Surviving in a Non-Christian Society

Presented by Darris McNeely
Literature offered: Forgiveness Is Possible
Presented by Gary Petty
Literature offered: Jesus Christ: The Real Story

Dec. 12-18

Nine Meals to Anarchy

Presented by Steve Myers
Literature offered: You Can Have Living Faith
Dec. 19-25

Quitting Christmas

Presented by Steve Myers
Literature offered: Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Observe?
Dec. 26,
2021-Jan.
1, 2022

The Jewish Temple and Bible Prophecy
Presented by Gary Petty
Literature offered: Are We Living in the Time of the End?

When I began business school, I recall learning about debt.
In the business world, debt is seen as good—as long as it is used
in a wise and appropriate manner. The proper use of debt will
allow the stretching out of a repayment plan for the opportunity
to have something today. However, that opportunity has a cost to
the user—called interest. This interest cost on unpaid credit card
debt can reach nearly 25 percent per year on unpaid balances,
which makes it very hard for many to get out of debt.
Before, during and after taking on debt, it is important for
us all to have a good awareness of our overall financial health. It
is important to learn how to organize earnings, income, spending and expenses. One way to do this is by filling out a personal
cash flow statement or detailed household budgeting worksheet,
which lists your monthly and annual income sources and total
expenses.
There are many cash flow or household budgeting worksheets
available online at no cost. Here is one you may find helpful:
thrivent.com/literature/33312X.pdf.
Your cost of living is reflected on this worksheet and should
include the expenses for your home, utilities, transportation,
heath, food, insurance, entertainment and giving. These easy
worksheets enable us to better see our spending patterns, making
it easier to find opportunities to save and improve our personal
money management.
Ideally, it is best to manage our cost of living to fit what we are
willing or able to spend. Our choice of lifestyle has much to do
with how much we spend every day. We should be honest with
ourselves, and our wallets, when considering our lifestyle. What
are the basic needs in life? Being able to define and know the difference between a want and a basic need helps us all live within
our earnings ability.
The prudent understand where they are going,
but fools deceive themselves.
Proverbs 14:8 (New Living Translation)
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When we see our cash flow worksheets filled in, we may have
to make hard choices to get back to a sustainable financial path.
It might be necessary to reduce our standard of living to gain
control of spending and debt. Sometimes we give up what some
things that we want in order to stay financially stable.
Unfortunately, this may be a bitter reality for those who have
lost employment, income, homes or may have enormous medical
bills. Many play a shell game with credit cards, using one to pay
for another. Some people in deep debt want to take withdrawals from a long-term savings plans with penalties to pay for the
short-term debt.
For those headed here or have already come to this low point
in financial life, seek assistance before retirement or emergency
savings accounts are wiped out. When debt has become an outof-control monster with missed payments, collectors calling and
credit being denied or unavailable, then a prescription for financial survival is needed.
Try this exercise to get started:
1. Create a cash flow or household budgeting worksheet.
2. Make a list of debts and whom they are owed to.
3. Find out the annual percentage rate of interest for every
debt and add to the list.
4. Contact a local consumer credit counseling service or
something similar and get no-cost debt counseling. These professionals can evaluate individual situations when it comes to debt
consolidation or in some cases, debt elimination.
Using debt is good as long as it is used in a wise and appropriate manner. Having an ongoing personal cash flow or household
budgeting worksheet is the first step in having financial self-control and can help us understand our wants and needs.
For more information, please contact Planned Giving Coordinator, Howard Marchbanks, CFP®
Phone: (513) 570-2343
Email: plannedgiving@ucg.org
Online: ucg.org/planned-giving.

