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Ribbon-Cutting, Dedication and First Beyond Today TV Programs
by Peter Eddington

On Monday afternoon, Nov. 26, the ribbon-cutting
and dedication ceremony of the much-anticipated
Beyond Today Video Recording Studio took place! This
was followed two days later with our first three video
recordings—one each by Gary Petty, Steve Myers and
Darris McNeely.
We thank everyone from all over the world for their
support and prayers.
As the dedication ceremony got underway, flowers arrived from our German office and brethren. We
thank all those who have expressed encouragement in
various ways as we labor to fulfill the mission of Matthew 28:19-20.
Dedication, ribbon-cutting and prayer
The dedication event was well-attended by Cincinnati brethren, office staff and Ambassador Bible College (ABC) students—70 guests in all. The chief architect for the studio, Mark Bredemeier of KBA Inc., also
came. (Incidentally, he was also the architect for our
main home office building 18 years ago and was visibly
pleased with the outfitted studio.)
Victor Kubik gave the dedication prayer after thanking key personnel and making the following remarks:
“We thank all the workers, planners, supporters,
donors and the thousands of prayers for it . . . But, most
of all, we thank God who has opened the door for us to
have and use such a facility for His Great Purpose. It is
Please see page 2

Top Left: The set before the dedication.
Top Right: President Victor Kubik cuts the ribbon during the dedication ceremony with Peter Eddington, Media and Communications
Services Operation Manager.
Bottom: Darris McNeely speaks to the audience before the first Beyond Today taping.

Winter Family Weekend in Cincinnati, Ohio
by Linda Merrick

The theme this year at the Winter Family Weekend
in Cincinnati, Ohio, was “Iron Sharpens Iron” and it
focused on various ways brethren can build each other
up spiritually. The greatest aspect of any Winter Family
Weekend is the fellowship and connecting that occurs
between old friends and new friends alike. This is the
focus of God’s people who travel from near and far to be
together in unity.
This year was one of the smoothest running years yet.
Everything came together well despite attendance being
higher than previous years. The Winter Family Weekend
was again held at the Great Wolf Lodge, starting with a
Friday evening Bible study given by Troy Phelps of Cincinnati. He focused on youth and on making their calling
UNITED
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BY THE NUMBERS

1,217

attended services at the Great Wolf Lodge
during Winter Family Weekend in Cincinnati.
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Northwest Winter Family Weekend
by Ken Loucks

With the spectacular Columbia River as
the backdrop, approximately 320 of God’s
people gathered to celebrate the annual
Northwest Winter Family Weekend held
this past Dec. 21-24 in Portland, Oregon.
The weekend kicked off Friday evening
with a Bible study by Paul Moody titled,
“Steadfast to the End,” which was the
theme for the event. Many stayed afterwards to catch up with old friends and
sing hymns. Sabbath morning opened
with a teen/young adult Bible study presented by Rex Sexton and a speakers’
workshop led by Howard Davis.
Services were held after lunch with a
sermonette by ABC graduate Derrick
Slocum, followed by a sermon from Ben
Light. There was a nice ensemble to back
up the hymns, and the combined area
choir sang a beautiful rendition of “God
of Angel Armies.” The rest of the evening
consisted of ballroom dance lessons, a
family dance (themed “Imperial Gardens”) and a teen dance (themed “Moonlit Forest”), with both dances decorated in
stunning fashion.

Top: Choir at Northwest Winter Family Weekend.
Bottom: Ben Light gives the sermon on the Sabbath.

Ribbon-Cutting
continued from page 1

time now to dedicate and open this fine
facility for use.”
“I’d like to share some notable lessons
from 1 Kings chapter 8 when King Solomon dedicated the magnificent Temple
to God. This was one of the most beautiful structures of all time. It represented
a house built for God, where He would
live.
“But before Solomon actually dedicated
the physical building he made the following points:
1. God would dwell there.
2. Solomon blessed the people before
any reference to the physical structure.
3. Solomon declared that this would
be the place where prayers would
be heard.
4. Foreigners (outsiders) would take
note of what was going on.
“We really want our work to be noted by
those outside of us, the spiritual foreigners. We want them to ask what is behind
the message. What is behind the personalities, the behaviors and the Church that
produced what they will see and hear?
Perhaps, as a result, they will find God in
their lives as well.
“The video recording studio’s primary
purpose is to produce messages that will
engage a needy and empty world about
the Creator God who wants a relation2

Seminars were the order of the day on
Sunday. Presentations included: “Steadfast to the End” by Bob Dick, “Resumes,
Interviews and Careers, Oh My!” by
Tanya Winger, “Approval Addiction” by
Fred Reeves, “Caregiving; Helping Others Remain Steadfast” by Roc Corbett,
“The African Work” by Paul Moody, “The
Dispersion of the Apostles” by Rex Sexton
and “Youth Corps Projects and Opportunities” by Ben Light.
Sunday evening brought a young adults
buffet dinner and a “Minute to Win It”
social mixer. Monday included a sports
skills clinic followed by volleyball and basketball games for the young and young at
heart. The day ended with a game night and
pizza hosted by Rex and Patty Sexton. Tuesday wrapped up the event with a group ski
outing on beautiful and snowy Mt. Hood.
Many positive comments were shared
by those who attended. It truly was an
event that helped bind members together
as the people of God and was a real spiritual boost during the long winter months.
A big thank you to all who participated.
See you next year! UN

ship with them and who wants to give
them eternal life. We want our presence to
spark curiosity and to provide a resource
to the whole world.”
First Three Video
Programs Recorded
Then, on Wednesday afternoon, Nov.
28, we recorded our first programs in the
new studio—before a live studio audience
of 50 people. The audience was comprised
of Cincinnati church members, ABC students and some home office staff.
The first three programs (BT361, BT362
and BT363) recorded in a two-hour session on Wednesday were:
“The Horsemen of Revelation” by Darris McNeely.
“The Power of the Holy Spirit” by Steve
Myers.
“Are We Living in the Time of the End?”
by Gary Petty.
This is quite a milestone, as we had been
making do in the old studio for 13 years—
since 2005—with 360 episodes recorded
there!
Plans are already underway for our second round of recordings. These will take
place on Wednesday, Jan. 9. For these we
are inviting Cincinnati readers of our
Beyond Today magazine to also attend
and be part of the live studio audience.
The continued prayers of our brethren
are very much appreciated as we strive to
do our part to preach the good news of the
Kingdom of God.
May “Thy Kingdom Come” speedily! UN

Top Left: The control room upstairs where the sound, lights and cameras are directed and the
teleprompter is run.
Top Right: Darris McNeely prepares the audience before filming begins.
Bottom: Gary Petty during filming of his program.
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As I write this near the end of December,
the financial markets in the United States
have taken a “nosedive.” Today they fell
below 22,000 for the first time in almost
two years, having lost over 12% of their
value in less than a month, and standing
at a loss for the entire year.
Some warn of an impending recession;
others say the fundamentals do not support
it, so the economy will continue to grow.
Suffice to say, we live in strange economic
times when things just don’t “add up.”
In the Church, recent financial trends
have led us to ask questions, too, about
what is happening and why. Church President Victor Kubik asked members to fast
one day in December as we seek God’s
guidance and direction in preparing budgets for the next fiscal year, and to help us
be wise stewards of what He provides.
This issue of the United News will show
a certain contrast. On pages 16-19, the
complete audited financial statements for
fiscal 2018 (the year ended June 30, 2018)
are presented. For the past fiscal year,

From The COUNCIL

Financial Statements
We know [God] will always
provide the resources we need
to complete the Work He has
given us to do, and we will be
successful in accomplishing His
will, if we seek Him diligently.
contributions and donations to the Work
(hereinafter called “income”) significantly
exceeded budgeted expectations and prior
year levels. In the Church, we have seen
sustained growth in income for the past
five years.
On the other hand, even with a continuing strong economy, peaceful Church
atmosphere, and steady Church attendance, our income has been running
about 9 percent lower during the first five
and a half months of this fiscal year than
over the same period a year ago. Why is
that? Economic fears? Tax considerations
arising from the new tax law? Perhaps an
indicator from God to review how we utilize the resources He provides? Hence the
reason we fasted this past December.
One thing we take comfort in: we know
this is God’s Work and His purpose will be
done. We know He will always provide the
resources we need to complete the Work
He has given us to do, and we will be suc-
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cessful in accomplishing His will, if we
seek Him diligently (2 Chronicles 26:5).
With that preface, let me make a few
comments about the audit report and the
fiscal year past and present.
After reviewing the Church’s accounting
records and systems, our external auditors
again provided an “unqualified” opinion
on the financial statements. This means,
based on their reviews, that the income
information and statements we provide
fairly represent the financial condition of
the Church. Outside vendors and banks
rely on these financial statements, so this
report and the annual audit are of value to
the Church. No adjustments to our financial records, and no recommendations for
improvement in internal controls, were
deemed necessary by the auditors.
The attached audit report discloses
how the tithes and offerings of members, donors and coworkers were spent.
It is notable that the major cost centers of
the Church—congregational care, public
proclamation and media, Feast of Tabernacles, international subsidy and administration—all completed fiscal year 2018
within budgeted expense parameters.
Similar to expense categorization, donations to the Church are also segregated in

Doctrinal reviewers: Jerold Aust, David Mills, Gerald Seelig, Rex
Sexton, Anthony Wasilkoff
Web-first article doctrinal team: Gerald Seelig, John LaBissoniere
Scriptural references are from the New King James Version (© 1988
Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers) unless otherwise noted.
Subscriptions: United News is sent automatically to members of
the United Church of God and is free to all who request it. Your
subscription is provided by the generous, voluntary contributions of
members of the United Church of God, an International Association,
and their coworkers. Donations are gratefully accepted and are taxdeductible. To request a subscription, write to United News, United
Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or to one
of the international addresses below.
Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address changes to United
News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

Mission Statement: The mission of the
Church of God is to preach the gospel of
Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God in all the
world, make disciples in all nations and care
for those disciples.

Godly Integrity or Societal Integration?

Photo by Ben White/Unsplash

From The COUNCIL

What one root element effectively
defines a person’s success throughout his
or her life? Ponder that for a minute, as the
answer indicates your future success.
The ever-increasing interconnected
economic and social society relies upon
one essential element for growing and
maintaining its equilibrium: an integrated
society with integrated systems. A society with systems that function smoothly
requires compliance from all individuals.
Opportunities, socio-economic relations, regulations and corporate and individual relationships become highly dependent at some level upon every individual’s
integration within that society and its sysUnited Church of God, an International Association

To achieve the greatest success in all aspects of your life become a person of impeccable integrity in
God’s eyes. This should be a goal for all of us as Christians.

People who historically resisted
a society or its systems often
became targets of persecution.
tems. Since the socio-economic system
is crucial for the prosperity and security
of the individuals within it, the worldly

wise tend to integrate into it. But one who
“makes waves” gets viewed as a risk by the
majority who depend upon it for their success and survival. Hesitation or opposition
at any level generates a de-facto resistance
to the survival of the society. People who
Please see page 15
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n As you carry out your daily
activities and responsibilities,
how can you fully put
into practice the biblical
instruction to revere your great
Creator?
By John LaBissoniere

What do you focus your thoughts, energies and actions on each day? While each
of us have different interests and pursuits, according to the Bible, everything
you and I do should have the underlying
focus of honoring our Creator. The scriptural passage in 1 Corinthians 10:31 says:
“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God” (emphasis added throughout). This
means that esteeming God cannot be a
part-time effort. Worshiping God must
reside at the core of your being―to the
depth of your soul and spirit. Jesus Christ
told His disciples: “And you shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your mind, and
with all your strength” (Mark 12:30). To
illustrate this cardinal truth, let’s examine
biblical examples of faithful people whose
principal focus was on glorifying God in
everything they did.
The Example of Joshua and Caleb
Joshua and Caleb are best known as some
of the most dedicated men of ancient Israel. They are introduced in the biblical narrative at the time Moses prepared to send
spies into the land of Canaan soon after
the Israelites left Egypt (Numbers 13:12). Moses selected one man from each of
the 12 Israelite tribes. Joshua was probably
the overall leader of the expedition since
he had earlier led Israel in defeating the
Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16). So the spies
went into the Promised Land, searched it
out and returned. But sadly 10 of the 12
men gave a pessimistic report (Numbers
13:28-29). However, in speaking for himself, Caleb said, “Let us go up at once and
take possession, for we are well able to
overcome it” (Numbers 13:30).
The other spies instantly countered
Caleb’s courageous assessment by creating the mythical impression that the
inhabitants of Canaan were like giant,
fierce warriors dwelling in large, fortified
cities. Through their discouraging words,
these 10 spies generated a feeling of terror
and anxiety in the Israelites so that they
could scarcely contain their emotions
(Numbers 13:31-33; 14:1-4).
This negative, faithless reaction caused
Joshua and Caleb to respond vigorously in
opposition by urging the people to reject
4

fear and move forward in faith (Numbers
14:6-9). These two dauntless men did not
concentrate on, nor were they intimidated
by, the size of the soldiers or the strength
of the cities in Canaan. Instead, they knew
that since God had miraculously defeated
the mighty Egyptian army at the Red Sea,
He could effortlessly contend with the
Canaanites, no matter how tall or strong
they appeared to be.
Joshua and Caleb focused unswervingly on their Creator’s unchallengeable
strength and resolute assurances of guidance and protection. God rewarded these
zealous, committed men by later exempting them from the entire generation of
Israelites whom He would not permit to
enter Canaan (Numbers 14:30). Caleb
was even singled out by God for having a
model spirit (Numbers 14:24), while Joshua was promoted to lead the next generation of Israelites into the Promised Land
after Moses’ death (Deuteronomy 34:9).
What can we learn from the example of
Joshua and Caleb? It is that throughout
their lives they faithfully honored God’s
glory in everything they did. You and I
would do well to emulate their example.
Lydia of Philippi
Let’s now look at another biblical illustration of an individual who focused on
honoring God―the steadfast, faithful
woman, Lydia. On the apostle Paul’s second ministerial journey from 50-54 A.D.,
he and his traveling companions, Timothy
and Silas, sailed from Asia Minor across
the Aegean Sea to the city of Philippi in
Macedonia. Paul wrote: “On the Sabbath
day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;
and we sat down and spoke to the women
who met there” (Acts 16:13).
On his journeys, Paul customarily went
to a synagogue in various cities to worship and speak with attendees about Jesus
Christ and the Kingdom of God (Acts
17:2). However, it appears that few Jews
were living in Philippi and consequently,
a synagogue had not been built. This is
likely why the women Paul spoke to had
gathered for prayer along the river bank.
Paul continues: “Now a certain woman
named Lydia heard us. She was a seller
of purple from the city of Thyatira, who
worshiped God” (Acts 16:14).
Lydia was a merchant dealing specifically in purple-dyed cloth, which was
greatly treasured due to its rarity and
beauty. Because of the time and expense
it took to produce this fabric, it was generally purchased by wealthy individuals.
Although Lydia worked in this demand-
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Do All to the Glory of God

What do you focus your thoughts, energies and actions on each day? What is at your core being?
Everything we do throughout the day should be focused on glorifying and honoring our God.

ing business, it was not the entire focus
of her life since, as Paul stated, she “worshiped God.” The Bible doesn’t say if she
was a Jew or a righteous Gentile attracted
to Judaism, but it is clear that her primary
focus and commitment was toward her
Creator.
When Paul spoke to Lydia about the
gospel, and as God opened her mind and
heart to understand its spiritual significance, she responded with great enthusiasm. In fact, Lydia reacted so swiftly and
deeply that she requested that she and her
household be baptized immediately. And
that was not all. She then quickly invited Paul, Timothy and Silas to stay at her
house (Acts 16:15).
Later Paul met with the brethren. It
appears that Lydia’s house had since
become the meeting place for a growing
congregation (Acts 16:40). As she managed her purple-dyed cloth business, the
underlying foundation in everything she
did was to “do all to the glory of God” (1
Corinthians 10:31). By her zeal for God
and her warm, generous hospitality to the
elders and brethren, she became an outstanding model of how someone can focus
on glorifying God while also carrying out
your own daily activities and duties.
What Should You Do?
The illustrations covered about dedicated individuals who ardently gave glory
to God can benefit us in better comprehending what we can do as we go through
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our lives. The central truth of the Bible is
that everything exists because of God and
that it manifests His awesome glory (see
Psalm 57:5; 113:4; 1 Timothy 1:17). “For
everything comes from Him and exists by
His power and is intended for His glory.
All glory to Him forever” (Romans 11:36).
So how can we better focus on giving
God the great honor He deserves? You
can strive to love God with your entire
being while carefully keeping His commandments, which He designed for our
abundant benefit (Psalm 119:2). Besides
that, we can include Him in all our daily
endeavors by allowing Him to guide and
direct our thoughts, words and actions in
our work, studies, play, hobbies and other
interests (Proverbs 16:3). Indeed, focusing on God and His ways should be at the
core of everything we do. Besides honoring God, we can work at being fully attentive to making His priorities our priorities
by resolutely setting our mind “on things
above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2). If you make every effort to do
so, God will give you everything you need
to be successful spiritually (Ephesians
3:16; Philippians 4:19).
Never forget the biblical examples of
Joshua and Caleb who never lost focus on
God and His great power and promises.
Also, don’t forget the example of Lydia
who made glorifying God the principal
groundwork of her life. Endeavor zealously and resolutely to “do all to the glory
of God.” UN
United Church of God, an International Association

The Ten Commandments Series
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days you shall labor and do all
your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall
do no work: you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, nor your male servant, nor your
female servant, nor your cattle, nor your
stranger who is within your gates. For in six
days the Lord made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and
rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it”
(Exodus 20:8-11).
by Don Hooser

Among the Ten Commandments, the
Fourth is one of the most controversial. A
person’s attitude about this commandment
reveals a lot about that person.
This article focuses on how to observe
and celebrate the Sabbath, but even that
part of the subject is large enough that it
needs to be presented in two parts. Part 2 is
planned for the next issue of United News.
The fundamental facts of the Fourth
Commandment are explained and proven in our very informative booklets—The
Ten Commandments and Sunset to Sunset—God’s Sabbath Rest. Among many
other topics, they accurately explain the
scriptures that have been twisted to disparage the Ten Commandments in general and the Fourth Commandment in
particular.
Keep in mind that one purpose of this
series is to assist parents in teaching the
importance, meaning and beauty of each
commandment to their children (Deuteronomy 4:9-10; 6:5-9, 20-25; 11:18-21;
31:12-13; Ephesians 6:4; 2 Timothy 3:15).
God Made the Sabbath to Serve Us!
The Bible’s first chapter defines a “day”
as an “evening” and “morning,” our first
indication that a day begins at sunset
(Genesis 1:5). After creating everything
in six days, God added one more day to
establish the seven-day week, and, significantly, the seven-day cycle has continued
throughout human history.
If the Sabbath was only a break from
work, we could choose any day of the week
for that. But God “blessed the seventh day
and sanctified it” (Genesis 2:1-3). “Sanctified” means He made it sacred and holy.
Therefore, the only day we can “keep holy”
is the seventh day (Exodus 20:8). We honor
God by honoring His holy day.
Most religions regard certain places as
holy sanctuaries. God has given us a sancUnited Church of God, an International Association

tuary of time. One of the benefits is that
everyone on Earth has an equal opportunity to keep this special time.
God’s Sabbath was “made to benefit
man” (Mark 2:27-28, The Living Bible). It
is a precious day for R&R—reverence and
rejuvenation—a day to strengthen faith
and family, a day for extra fellowship with
God and God’s people.
Remember, Prepare for, Observe
and Keep the Sabbath
Exodus 20:8-11 is directly quoting God.
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 is quoting Moses
who was reminding the Israelites of the
Ten Commandments. By comparing the
slightly different wording, a fuller understanding of the commandment emerges.
God’s Sabbath commandment was
revolutionary in several ways. Other religions do not offer people a day’s “vacation” every week. God’s religion is also
unique in offering a rest day to servants
and animals! That feature also benefits
the Sabbath-keepers. It eliminates a need
for masters to check on the work of their
servants or animals during the Sabbath.
Good Sabbath observance includes
being prepared for it. It is popular to call
Friday the “preparation day,” but in the
Bible, that term is used only for the day of
Passover (John 19:14, 31, 42). However,
it is okay to call Friday the “preparation
day” partly because of what we read in
Exodus 16.
As a result of reading Exodus 16, some
people adopt an overly-strict “no-cooking”
rule. But remember that the Israelites had
to cook from scratch on wood fires in ways
that required a lot of work and almost continual attention. A fundamental key for
our Sabbath-keeping decisions should be
this: How time-consuming is this activity?
With modern refrigerators, stoves, ovens
and timers, preparing warm food can be
accomplished in very little time.
When a person is new to Sabbathkeeping, a common question is, “What
is permissible to do on the Sabbath?” For
example, a person might ask: “Would it
be a sin for me to wash and set my hair,
press a garment, watch some TV news,
make my bed, rinse the dishes, etc.?”
A lot depends on one’s attitude, but it’s
unlikely that God considers any such
actions on the Sabbath as sinful. The
primary issue is this: If on the Sabbath,
you do all the many physical things you
think are permissible, you could have no
time left for any spiritual activity including prayer and Bible study!

Regarding the Sabbath, precious time
is the essence! Rather than asking what is
permissible, we should ask ourselves these
almost opposite questions: “How much
can I accomplish before the Sabbath? And
what can be postponed until after the Sabbath? How can I better organize my week
so I will have maximum time on the Sabbath to spend with God, family and God’s
people?”
Good preparation includes trying to get
sufficient sleep all week long so when the
Sabbath arrives, the person is not exhausted and needing to sleep through a great
part of the Sabbath.
It is a common temptation of human
nature to “add to” or “take away from”
God’s laws even though God forbids this
(Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Revelation
22:18-19). The Pharisees added a myriad
of restrictive rules for Sabbath-keeping,
perverting the day that symbolizes freedom into a new form of slavery. This has
given the Sabbath a negative reputation
ever since. It is usually fine for a person
to make up rules and traditions for himself, but he should not impose them on
others. God is not micromanaging our
Sabbath-keeping and neither should anyone else. And for the sake of harmony, we
must avoid being critical or argumentative toward someone who has convictions
about Sabbath-keeping that are different
from our own.
God is the perfect Judge of what we
do. He knows our hearts and takes into
account all relevant factors, circumstances and attitudes. God holds each person
accountable according to his level of
spiritual understanding (Luke 12:47-48;
Romans 2:11-13; 3:20; 7:7; James 4:17).
So what you decide to do and not do
each Sabbath is between you and God.
Notice the words “each Sabbath.” Your
decisions about how to divide your time
will be somewhat different each Sabbath.
Certainly, God expects you to never act
against your conscience (Acts 24:16;
Romans 2:15; 9:1; 13:5; 14:22-23). Of
course, we need to continually educate
our consciences by studying the Bible
and learning from the material provided
by God’s Church.
Consider this question: “Should we
be strict Sabbath-keepers?” If we mean
“zealous” and “faithful” Sabbath-keepers,
the answer is yes! But if we mean strict
in the Pharisaical sense—restrictive and
constrictive with a Talmud of dos and
don’ts—the answer is no. When parents
are overly restrictive and confining with
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The Fourth Commandment: Part 1

Remember to prepare for the Sabbath, to observe
it and to keep it holy.

their children, those children often leave
the Church once they leave home. Church
had been more depressing than joyful.
That’s tragic.
Sabbath—A Spiritual, Sanguine and
Salubrious Oasis
The Fourth Commandment and the
rest of the Bible teach a strong work ethic,
but God knows we are happier, healthier
and even more productive in the long run
if we have a 24-hour rest from our work
every week. (“Sanguine” means happy
and “salubrious” means healthful.) And
God wants you to feel absolutely no guilt
about “forgetting” your work while you
“remember” God’s Sabbath. Above all,
sincere Sabbath-keeping is a major component of strong spiritual growth.
God intends for the Sabbath to be a
refreshing spiritual oasis from the workweek, when you are spiritually, mentally
and physically rejuvenated by drawing
closer to God, to your family and to your
Church family. May your Sabbath be a
time of Shabbat shalom, which is Hebrew
for “Sabbath peace.”
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy! Cherish it! Celebrate it! UN
How to observe the Fourth Commandment will be continued in the next issue of
United News.
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Upcoming Events

Southeast Regional Formal

South Africa’s Feast Site Moves to an
Exciting New Destination

Upcoming Events
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Teens at last year’s Southeast Regional Formal.

The Nashville and Murfreesboro congregations cordially invite all teens and young
adults to the United Church of God Southeast Regional Formal!
This year’s event will be held at the Baird
Chapel of Cumberland University in Lebanon, Tennessee, on Saturday, April 6, 2019.
Activities include senior presentations at 6
p.m., a catered dinner starting at 6:30 p.m.
and a dance from 7:30 p.m. to midnight.
Registration: The deadline to register
is March 22, 2019. The fee is $25 per person, which includes the catered dinner and
dance with snacks and drinks.
* We will not be able to accept payment
at the door. All attendees must pay by the
deadline.
Be sure to mail your registration form
with your check, which is available through
the Facebook group under the files tab.
Please mail your registration form and
payment to Lizzy Creech, 3428 Pitchers
Lane, Murfreesboro, TN 37188. Checks
can be made out to UCG-Tennessee.
For questions about registration, please
email UCGsoutheastprom@gmail.com or

call/text Lizzy Creech at 513-720-1341 or
Lucretia Puckett at 615-429-0902.
Sabbath Services: Sabbath services will
be held at Cumberland University in the
Baird Chapel (same location as the dinner
and dance at 2:30 p.m.)
If you are interested in performing
special music at services, please contact
UCGsoutheastprom@gmail.com or Lizzy
Creech at 513-720-1341 or Lucretia Puckett at 615-429-0902.
Senior Bios: If you are a 2019 senior,
please submit this year’s senior bio form
along with your registration form. All of
the seniors and their accomplishments will
be recognized at the Formal. The senior bio
form is made available through the Facebook group under the files tab.
Photos: We will have opportunities for
photos to be taken at the Formal free of
charge! All photos will be uploaded to the
UCG Southeast Regional Formal Facebook
group following the event.
The address for Baird Chapel at
Cumberland University is 1 Cumberland
Square, Lebanon, TN 37087.

Updates from Ministerial and Member
Services
At the end of October, Mr. Devin Schulz
and his wife, Tiffany, were transferred.
Mr. Schulz is now an assistant pastor for
the congregations in Kalamazoo, Lansing
and Grand Rapids, Michigan.
In late November, Mr. Skeets Mez was
appointed pastor for the Mobile (Alabama), DeFuniak Springs (Florida),
Laurel (Mississippi) and New Orleans
(Louisiana) congregations.
In December, Mr. Mark Welch was
transferred from Dallas, Texas, to the
home office in Cincinnati, Ohio, to serve
as Operation Manager for Ministerial
and Member Services.
Mr. Fred Whitlark now serves as
interim pastor for the congregations in
Dallas/Ft. Worth (Texas), and Lawton
(Oklahoma).
At the beginning of January, Mr.
Braden Veller was appointed pastor
6

for the Ocala and Vero Beach (Florida)
congregations, in addition to his previous assignments in Fort Myers and Tallahassee (Florida).
At the beginning of January, Mr. Craig
Clark was appointed pastor for the Gaylord, Michigan, congregation, in addition to his previous assignment in Freeland, Michigan. At the same time, Mr.
Mike Phelps was appointed pastor for
the Flint, Ann Arbor and Detroit congregations. We thank Mr. Steve Shafer
for his service to those congregations as
a retired pastor over the past two years.
Those of us in MMS greatly appreciate your prayers, support, and encouragement for those men and wives who
will be making these changes to serve
God and His people in these specific
areas.
Chris Rowland

Top: View from the hotel.
Right: Inside the hotel.

The Feast site in South Africa has been in
the Margate area of the East Coast of South
Africa since the formation of the United
Church of God. However, an exciting and
far more suitable site has been located on
the Southern Coast of South Africa in the
historical town of Mossel Bay. This place
is at the beginning of what is known as the
“Garden Route”—an area popular with
both local and international tourists that
stretches along the coast and is characterised by beautiful vegetation and scenery.
Overseas visitors would land at Cape
Town or O.R. Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg. They will then fly
to the George domestic airport (less than
an hour from Cape Town and just under
two hours from O.R. Tambo), which is
only 39 kilometres (24 miles) from Mossel Bay and is easily accessible by taxi or
hotel shuttle. Driving from Cape Town is
also an option—a scenic drive of about
five hours, allowing for beautiful stops
along the way.
The hall is located in the Diaz Hotel
and Resort conference facility, which
is a fine modern facility with direct
beach access. All rooms face the Indian
Ocean. Besides the hotel, there is much
self-catering accommodations available in the immediate vicinity. With the
proximity of shops and facilities, and
the availability of taxi services, there is
no need for brethren to have a vehicle.
The hotel provides an extensive buffet
breakfast, as well as three-course dinners
that are available to all Church members
whether they are staying at the hotel or
not. Restaurants and coffee shops are
available on-site and nearby.
The cost of hotel accommodation is
extremely reasonable due to the weak
local currency. Assuming a conversion
rate of R14/US$1, the hotel accommodation would be R1170 or $83.57 for double/

sharing per night, including breakfast. A
room for one person would amount to
R689 or $49.21 per night. The total facility
is large and overseas visitors are welcome
and encouraged to experience this new
opportunity!
Apart from the prime purpose of
appearing before God at this appointed
time, the opportunities for fellowship
are tremendously enhanced by everyone
being together in the same area. Free time
during, before and after the Feast can be
spent relaxing or touring, with exceptional
opportunities provided by attractions
such as: The Diaz Waterpark, adjacent to
the hotel; two nearby game farms offering
four of the “Big Five” animals; boat trips
to seal island and for whale-watching; a
lighthouse tour; the Bartholomew Diaz
Museum; the Diaz rail express; wine and
craft beer tasting; and a Shark Cage diving trip for the more adventurous. A little
farther away are the world-famous Cango
Caves and ostrich farms in Oudtshoorn,
situated over the magnificent Outeniqua
Mountains.
Mossel Bay claims to have the secondmost moderate climate in the world after
Hawaii and boasts 320 sunny days each year.
For more information view the full
brochure online or contact Isella Wallis
at UnitedChurchofGod.SA@gmail.com.
International guests are asked to register
online.
Roy Demont

For more information and to register go to:
www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2019/mossel-bay-south-africa
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December Trip to Europe and Africa
By Darris McNeely

On Dec. 6 Debbie and I left Cincinnati for a four-week trip that would take
us to California, the United Kingdom
and southern Africa—14 flights on three
continents and five countries. The trip
had been planned for several months and
grew from a request from Derrick Pringle in Zambia to come and provide some
training to members in the Copperbelt
region. We were excited to begin the trip
knowing it would be thousands of miles of
travel that would bring us in contact with
many members of the Church. It gave us
insight into new regions of the Church
and an appreciation of the work being
done by so many. The future of the United
Church of God in these areas is positive.
The United Church God is an international association, all members sharing a
calling to preach the gospel and prepare a
people for the coming spiritual harvest of
firstfruits. We are investing in people by
sharing the biblical truths of God’s purpose to bring many sons to glory for His
family. Our trip was a part of extending
that investment among the many disciples
we met. We found members to be gracious, supportive and interested in their
role in the mission and vision of United.
Here is a little of what we were able to
accomplish.
Southwest Regional Conference
The highlight of the Southern California conference was the one-day seminar
where members were invited. The energy
and excitement brought by those who
traveled from the region was encouraging. More than 130 members attended.
Having been part of these conferences for
the past two years I know that members
are excited about the shared responsibility
to preach the gospel and prepare a people. Many ideas were discussed, including developing spiritual integrity in our
young people and knitting together the
congregations to the Church’s mission.
After this conference we flew from Los
Angeles to London for four days of meetings and discussion with the ministry and
members in the United Kingdom. Plans
for preparing future leadership as well as
the challenges of preaching the gospel to
an increasingly secular audience in the
UK were on the agenda. We held a oneday meeting with elders and their wives.
It was a delight to get better acquainted
with all of them. The UK ministry have
done a remarkable job in serving the scattered members. They recognize the need
to accelerate plans for training another
generation of leaders to ensure a continuity of service.
There was one bittersweet scene during
our time in England. Barry and Madhu
United Church of God, an International Association

Lavers took us by the property which once
held the Ambassador College Bricket
Wood campus. I had visited the campus
in 1971 but Debbie had never seen the
property. The buildings were in a sad
state of neglect. We saw workers putting
up fencing in preparation for razing the
buildings. New housing is planned for
the property and soon there will only be a
faint reminder of what once was a thriving
campus of students and faculty of Ambassador College. The Word of God endures
beyond physical buildings and property. I
was reminded again that we hold spiritual
pearls of great price as a treasure.
Before we boarded our flight for Africa
we stopped by the UK office for a quick
tour and a lunch. The office is nestled
in a quintessential English village called
Chalfont St. Giles. The staff mail literature requests and maintain the mailing
list for the region. It is an efficient office
serving the current needs of the Church
quite well.
Zambia
Our next stop was the Copperbelt of
northern Zambia. Our hosts, Derrick and
Cherry Pringle, look after several congregations in this region. More than 35 members came together for three solid days of
teaching and fellowship. I was able to cover several basic doctrines of the Church
and conduct training for some speakers.
I decided to focus on basic teaching for
this group since having the right doctrinal
foundation is critical for stable congregations. The members were eager to learn.
There is reason to expect further growth
in this area and our visit helped to assess
the current leadership and make recommendations going forward.
We spent the Sabbath with the Mufulira
congregation. Their building was dedicated in 2018 by Victor Kubik and serves the
area quite nicely for weekly services and
as a Feast of Tabernacles site. Some work
on the property continues to bring it to
completion. Plans call for drilling a bore
hole and electrical hook up.
Malawi
Our next stop was Lilongwe, the capital
of Malawi. The Church has a stable congregation served by Brennan and Michala
Hilgen, the LifeNets Project Managers.
The Hilgens have spent two years in Malawi and will be returning to the U.S. later
this year as they expect their first child.
I conducted three days of classes,
again focusing on doctrinal teaching and
explaining Christ’s vision for His Church.
I also did a class on expository preaching
and evaluated sermonettes from some of
the men. Gracious Mpilongwe, the pastor
in Blantyre, drove up for the meeting. Two

Top: Elders and their wives from the United
Kingdom.
Second: Members receive training in Kitwe,
Zambia.
Right: Brennan Hilgen on the farm in Lilongwe,
Malawi.

elders also came from Zimbabwe, Mike
Mukarati and Mabasa Chichaya. Filius
Jere and his wife came in from Chapata
in eastern Zambia. Meals were provided
at the Church facility.
Lilongwe has a “farm” project on a plot
of land about 30 kilometers from town.
Last year’s Feast of Tabernacles was held
there and will be again this year. Temporary buildings of bamboo have been
erected, along with a bath facility and a
bore hole. While it is in the beginning
stages, the property has potential to serve
the members well. They are growing
maize and ground nuts to sell at market.
The money will be used to improve the
property.
South Africa
Our last stop on this journey was South
Africa. South African pastor Roy Demont
was our host. Roy hosted the Durban congregation for the Sabbath of Dec. 29 at his
farm, Twin Streams, near Port Shepstone.
It was a delight to renew acquaintances
with the group and meet new members
who have begun attending recently.
We were able to relax and enjoy the
views and scenery from Roy’s veranda
while discussing the needs of the ministry
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in South Africa. The last eight years have
been a period of growth for the Church
there. In 2019 they are moving to a new
location to observe the Feast of Tabernacles. It will be held in Mossel Bay near
the town of George. Feastgoers will find
a first-class hotel on the beach and each
hotel room has an ocean view. (Read more
about this new Feast site on page 6.)
Trips like this are long and exhausting. But being with members, teaching
and talking makes the travel challenges
fade to the background. It is important
to maintain communication and create
the connections that knit us together in
the Body of Christ. We are becoming a
Church united in its mission of preaching
the gospel of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God. UN
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Overview of Council of Elders Meetings
On Dec. 3-6, the Council of Elders held
their quarterly meetings at the home office
in Cincinnati, Ohio. The meetings were
called to order on Dec. 3 by Chairman Donald Ward. The first report was from President Victor Kubik. He covered various topics that included the dedication of the new
Beyond Today recording studio and UYC
camp meetings that were held recently at the
home office. He discussed a new camp in
Atlanta, Georgia, called Camp Woodland,
and a new challenger young adult camp
called Boundary Waters Adventure. He also
talked about the Regional conference being
held in Southern California.
Peter Eddington, the Media Operations
Manager, then provided an update regarding the Church’s media efforts. The most
recent United News issue is the highest
it has ever been since UCG began with
16,788 in circulation. U.S. Beyond Today
magazine subscribers are at 258,411. The
Beyond Today YouTube channel has had
9.5 million video views. He also talked
about the new video recording studio, the
Beyond Today TV App for iPhone and the
promotion of Amazon Smile for members.
The next report was given by Mark
Welch, Operation Manager of Ministe-

rial and Member Services (MMS). He
expressed his gratitude in his new role
and covered the changes in the ministry
that have happened in the last couple
months. He also detailed Sabbath attendance in the U.S. in the last four months,
which has hovered between 7,000 and
7,100 people. In 2018 there were 115
reported baptisms.
The Church’s Treasurer, Rick Shabi,
then gave a financial report. He opened
by updating the Council on the number of projects that the Finance department is currently involved in, including
tax issues surrounding the Tax Cut and
Jobs Acts passed in early 2018, financing
options related to the proposed Cincinnati church building acquisition, a new
mileage reimbursement system being
implemented for church employees, and
budgeting for fiscal 2020, which will be
presented to the Council during the February meetings. He concluded by briefly
discussing the audit (more details are
included on the report on page 3). Brief
Committee Chairman Reports updates
were given next.
On Dec. 4, an update on the Cincinnati
congregation church building was given

Recent Council meetings in Cincinnati, Ohio.

by Rick Shabi and Larry Darden. Executive sessions started at 9:48 a.m. that lasted the rest of the day.
On Dec. 5, the meeting was called to
order and went into executive sessions.
After executive sessions, Mario Seiglie
presented an update on projects underway
within the doctrine committee, along with
proposed amendments to the fundamental
beliefs. No amendments were passed.

On Dec. 6, the final day, Bob Dick
covered some unfinished business from
the previous meeting, as well as a review
of the strategic plan and budget. Lastly,
Rick Shabi and Larry Darden went over
an update on plans for the Cincinnati
East building.
Full reports, along with videos of some
of the open sessions, are available at
http://coe.ucg.org/. UN

Update on Pastoral Development Program and California Conference
by Victor Kubik

Pastoral Development Program
Our prime ministerial training program is called the Pastoral Development
Program (PDP) and it ran for 10 days
from Oct. 29-Nov. 7. Home office personnel shared their time with an enthusiastic and attentive group of 23 people from
Australia, Canada, the United States and
Zambia. Non-ordained ministerial trainees were included with the hope they will
become ordained congregational leaders
soon. Some newer in the ministry also
came for enrichment.
The PDP featured lectures on techniques for better serving as ministers,
but also discussions about character and
integrity. We recognize it is important not
only to be skilled in speaking, visiting and
organization, but also to be ever-mindful
of personal integrity. Most of the qualifications for the ministry—as the apostle
Paul clearly brings out in 1 Timothy 3—
deal with matters of character. Furthermore, an elder is responsible for creating a caring and helpful environment in
his congregation: “Not for that we have
dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy” (2 Corinthians 1:24, King
James Version).
Wives were also included in all lectures
and participated in the discussions since
they are essential to our ministry. They
also held a few separate meetings. Practi8

cal speech labs were also held to provide
speaking evaluation by the group. One
afternoon most of the group went on a hike
at the nearby Cincinnati Nature Center.
Every day we had two or three couples
give a short “getting to know you” presentation in which they shared biographical
information about themselves. On the
weekly Sabbath most of the participants
traveled to neighboring congregations
and gave split sermons. The PDP has
become quite the event here at the home
office as the Ministerial Education Team
can see what God is doing in the lives of
His servants for current and future service to His people.
California Conferences
From Dec. 9-11 the last of a series of
six regional conferences organized by the
Ministerial Education Team was held in
Temecula, California. There were actually
two groups, one on Sunday, Dec. 9 for 130
congregational leaders and then separately for the ordained ministry.
The ministerial conference was preceded by a Sunday leadership workshop that
was open to everyone to hear home office
presenters speak about the dynamics of
Christianity. Lectures covered the first
expansion of Christianity from Jerusalem to Antioch, making disciples by first
becoming disciples and then reaching out
and lighting the way for others to become
Christians. All serious-minded older

Participants who were part of the Pastoral Development Program.

teens, young adults, adults and seniors
of either gender who were interested in
greater service to the Church were also
invited to this workshop. Ages of participants in the recent workshops ranged
from 16 to 99.
One key presentation was given by Tim
Pebworth titled “Pastoring Young Adults
and Building Relationships.” It addressed
the needs of a significant demographic in
the Church and explained how this sizable
and energetic group tends to think, how
we can better communicate with them
and how they can become more engaged
in the work of the Church.
Another presentation, titled “The Hassle with Tassels,” was given by Steve Myers
and covered the subject of the covenants
and what Old Testament laws we keep or
don’t keep and why.
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A few first-time presentations were also
given. In their unique and engaging style,
Randy and Kay Schreiber spoke together
about “Principles of Effective Counseling.” Regional pastor Jim Tuck held an
interactive session about how elders can
effectively help their pastor. MMS Operation Manager Mark Welch spoke about
integrity, humility and unity in the ministry. Mario Seiglie brought some lessons
from sheep and goats. Darris McNeely
concluded with the topic of being an
“elder at the gate.” It was about upholding
the office and dignity of our role as elders
and being there for people to come to.
All who attended were glad to be
with one another during these days. We
engaged with nearly 200 people in addition to the brethren we met on the weekly
Sabbath. UN
United Church of God, an International Association

New UCG Congregation in Haiti
by Chuck Smith

In the 20-plus year history of the United
Church of God, God has never opened a
door to preach His gospel or to birth a
church on the impoverished island of
Haiti—until July 2018. Then did things
ever change!
Since the third week of July 2018, we
not only have a congregation there, but
have shipped thousands of booklets and
magazines into this truth-starved and
hope-starved nation. With the help of
deacon Joseph Yves Jean and his family, UCG has a blossoming and thriving
church in the city of Mirebalais. This city
of 180,000 people is located 47 miles from
the capital city of Port-au-Prince.
Joseph Jean began attending UCG in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida, almost two years ago.
At the time, he was living in Belle Glade,
Florida, but had plans to move back to
Haiti, complete a home he started building there and spread the gospel. After
serving in the local Ft. Lauderdale congregation and working with the local pastor for over a year, Joseph packed up his
family and belongings and left for Haiti.
As soon as he arrived, he “hit the
ground running.” He completed his home
and began to lay the groundwork for the
UCG congregation. With donations from
local brethren and members across the
United States, Joseph was able to establish a congregation—17 people attended

the first service in the Jean family’s living
room. That number rose to 35 by the next
Sabbath. By the third Sabbath, over 50
attended. The weekly average attendance
quickly rose to 60-plus, with a high attendance of 85. With only 55 chairs available,
the weekly service was standing room
only. This is where we are today. Each
week the Jeans host Sabbath services, as
well as Tuesday night and Friday night
Bible studies, with everyone packed into
their living room.
With the weekly attendance becoming
too large to fit in the Jean’s living room, a
decision was made to construct a meeting
hall with a capacity for 200-250 people.
God once again provided through generous donations from members in the U.S.,
Canada and the Caribbean. This meeting hall is scheduled to be completed by
March 15, completely debt-free. The hall,
called “The UCG Haiti Assembly Hall
and Training Center,” will host weekly
Sabbath services and Bible Studies, and
will also serve as a training center for
teaching English and computer skills to
Church members and members of the
Mirebalais community. The hall is being
built according to International Building
Code specifications, and thus will provide a safe shelter for locals in the event of
hurricanes or other violent storms. Since
most live inside huts or shacks, this too
will be a great blessing for them.

Above: The new congregation in Joseph Jean’s
home located in Mirebalais, Haiti. The high
attendance is 85.
Right: Children on the Sabbath.

The nation of Haiti may be the poorest in the western hemisphere, but the
people are rich in their desire to know
God, and they hunger for the arrival of
His coming Kingdom on Earth. There is
constant violence and riots in the capital
city, but God has blessed our brethren
with a respite in the northern mountains of Mirebalais. Prayers are needed
and appreciated for the brethren in Haiti,
and for the massive work God has given
us to do there.
For periodic updates and photos, check
out maryandchucks.blogspot.com. UN

New Good Works Projects Confirmed
by Lena VanAusdle

During the biannual meeting in
November 2018 to consider project proposals, the Good Works team approved
12 different funding requests, three of
which are volunteer opportunities. We are
very grateful for the support we receive to
fund these excellent and helpful projects.
The first of the volunteer opportunity
will take place in Mirebalais, Haiti, in two
sessions. The first session will run from
June 23-July 14, 2019. The second session
will be held from July 14-Aug. 4, 2019.
The goal of this project is to provide an
intensive six-week course in English and
computer skills for Haitians. Each team of
volunteers will spend three weeks working with a certified ESL teacher. It will take
place in the local church hall and learning center currently under construction.
We are seeking a total of eight volunteers
(four per session). Proficiency in French
Creole is helpful, but not required. Participants must be spiritually grounded,
willing to work in difficult circumstances
and able to adapt in the face of hardship.
The next volunteer opportunity will
take place in Accra, Ghana from Aug.
11-18, 2019. Travel time and minor sightseeing before and after camp will add
United Church of God, an International Association

approximately five days to the visit. We
are seeking four volunteers, two men and
two women, to serve as staff members at
the United Youth Camp. These must be
spiritually focused individuals who display Christian living and leadership principles, both by word and example. These
participants must have a good grasp
on what creating “The Zone” for godly
growth is all about. They will be responsible for organizing and implementing
camper activities, which will provide a
skillset or specific lesson to be learned.
These volunteers must be patient, selfmotivated and hard-working. They must
work well with others in a team setting
and be able to endure minor hardships
without complaint. Participants must be
in relatively good health.
The third volunteer opportunity will
take place in French West Africa, offering volunteers the opportunity to serve at
the youth summer camp in Abidjan, Côte
d’Ivoire. The project will run from July
4-29, starting with a two-week training and
language immersion period taking place in
Bordeaux, France, followed by the weeklong camp in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.
The program will provide Church youth
in the region with new classes designed

Above: Participants in Lagos, Nigeria during a Good Works project.
Do you want to connect to brethren in other countries and establish new friendships and have an
experience of a lifetime? Then consider volunteering for one of the Good Works projects. If you are
unable to take part in a project you may donate here: www.ucg.org/members/outreach/good-works.

to help them develop various practical life
skills, bond and learn through strategic
team-building activities and serve others
through service projects, all while incorporating the relevance of God, His way
and His plan for them. Potential courses
include swimming, computer instruction,
life skills (writing applications, interviewing and public speaking), as well as Compass Check/Christian living classes.
Participants will need to complete a
French language placement test (the

united news january-february

2019

DALF) and receive an A2 level or higher
in order to demonstrate sufficient French
language skills to participate effectively in
the program. Participants must be spiritually grounded, willing to work in difficult
circumstances, and able to adapt in the
face of hardship.
Costs to volunteers will vary based on
location. To learn more, to donate to a
project or to fill out an application, please
visit www.ucg.org/members/outreach/
good-works. UN
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Announcements

Morgan Gabriel Gable

Caleb Samson Sternberg

Stirling Daniel Moss

Dustin Howie & Melissa Johnson

Oct. 19, 2018

June 15, 2018

Oct. 28, 2018

Aug. 20, 2018

Chris Sylvester & Miranda Garcia

Dale & Nona Vance

Jeana Arnesian

Joseph Gerard Benjamin Brault

Aug. 26, 2018

50th Anniversary

Nov. 26, 1926-Oct. 15, 2018

Jan. 18, 1917-Oct. 15, 2018

tion; grandson of Kim and John Echols of
the Columbus, Ohio, congregation; and
great-grandson of Lloyd and Norma Nelson of the Southern Minnesota congregation. His middle namesake is his dearly
missed grandfather Daniel Zannetti, who
died in 1997.

formed the ceremony. Chris and his best
man Noah Boyd are Ambassador Bible
College graduates, Class of 2017. Miranda’s sister, Nadine Garcia was Maid of
Honor. The couple reside in Walled Lake,
Michigan.

shy of 92 years at the time of her death
on Oct. 15, 2018. Jeana was born on Nov.
26, 1926 in Romania and came to the
United States with her husband, Edward,
and their daughter, Lily, in 1964. Another
daughter, Rose, was born in 1966. Edward
and Jeana settled in Lynn, Massachusetts,
and they went to work in the town’s oncebooming shoemaking industry.
Jeana was baptized in 1980 and was a
member of the Southern New Hampshire
congregation. Her husband, Edward,
known to friends as “Giovanni,” attended
Sabbath and Holy Day services with Jeana
faithfully before preceding her in death in
1984. Jeana is survived by her daughters,
Lily and Rose, two grandsons, John and
Demetrios, and two great-grandchildren.

Births
Morgan Gabriel Gable
Jonathan and Bonnie Gable of the
Columbus, Georgia, congregation are
elated to announce the birth of their firstborn son, Morgan Gabriel Gable, on Oct.
19, 2018. He was a healthy 7 lbs. and 12 oz.
and 21 inches long. His birth is also celebrated as the first grandchild of maternal
grandparents Eddie and Janet Dungan of
the San Antonio, Texas, congregation,
and the sixth grandchild born to paternal
grandparents Mark and Vanessa Gable
of the Columbus, Georgia, congregation.
We also await the resurrection when
the newest addition will get to meet his
father’s late mother, Carolyn Gable.
Caleb Samson Sternberg
Eric and Rachel Sternberg and their
son Ethan are happy to announce the
new addition to their family, Caleb Samson Sternberg. Caleb was born on June
15, 2018 at 12:58 a.m. He weighed 8 lbs.
10 oz. and was 22 inches long. Rachel,
Ethan and Caleb attend the Columbia,
Maryland, congregation. He is the fourth
grandchild of Joann Gingerich of the
Indianapolis, Indiana, congregation.
Stirling Daniel Moss
Stirling Daniel Moss was born Oct. 28,
2018, at 9:07 a.m., weighing 7 lbs., 14 oz.,
and measuring 20.5 inches long. He is
the first child of Mitchell and Dana Moss,
of the Nashville, Tennessee, congregation; grandson of Scott and Peggy Moss
of the Fort Wayne, Indiana, congrega10

Anniversaries

Weddings
Dustin Howie and Melissa Johnson
John and Tammy Johnson are happy
to announce that on Aug. 20, 2018 their
daughter Melissa was married to Dustin
Howie, son of Samuel and Daniele Howie
from Brookston, Indiana.
The ceremony took place in New Smyrna Beach, Florida, followed by a reception
with family and friends.
Following the wedding, the couple honeymooned in the Caribbean before making their home in Indiana. Both Dustin
and Melissa are Ambassador Bible College graduates and attend the Indianapolis congregation.
Chris Sylvester and Miranda Garcia
Don and Linda Sylvester of Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and Jesse and Janet Garcia of
Twin Cities, Minnesota, are happy to
announce the marriage of their children
Chris Sylvester and Miranda Garcia. The
wedding was held on Aug. 26, 2018 at the
outdoor gardens of the Bunker Hills Golf
Club in Coon Rapids, Minnesota, with
an indoor reception at the same venue.
Assistant Pastor Michael Phelps of the
Ann Arbor, Michigan, congregation per-

Dale and Nona Vance
United Church of God Tulsa hosted
a reception in recognition of Dale and
Nona Vance’s 50th wedding anniversary
after Sabbath services on Oct. 27. Many
old friends, newer friends and their children and grandchildren were all in attendance. Dale and Nona met through one
of Nona’s high school friends. They were
married in the small town of Ralston,
Oklahoma, at the First Federated Church
on Oct. 25, 1968. Nona started attending
Church in 1973 and Dale started attending in the mid-1980s. The Vances have
two children and four grandchildren.
Their daughter Dallis is married to Benji
Graham and their children are Olivia and
Arthur. Their daughter Darla is married
to Mark McGarvey and their children are
Owen and Lily. Over the years, the Vances
have set a wonderful example of marriage
and togetherness.

Obituaries
Jeana Arnesian
Jeana was a longtime member of the
Church of God. She was about one month
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Joseph Gerard Benjamin (Ben)
Brault
Joseph Gerard Benjamin (Ben) Brault
of Afton, Wyoming, died on Oct. 15, 2018
while living at Hi Country Inn—a motel
owned by LDS friends who helped care
for him during his last five years of life.
Ben was born in Woburn, Quebec, on
Jan. 18, 1917 and was 101 years old when
he died! While a young boy, he and his
family immigrated to Maine by walking
across the border. Although Ben’s formal
education ended with third grade and
was extended through fifth grade level
when his father hired a teacher to live
with them one winter, over the years he
became highly skilled. Ben loved to study
and learn, and much of his additional
education was by reading good books
and studying mail order courses. During
United Church of God, an International Association

Announcements

Ruth Gail Carruthers

Ramona Warner

Eugenia Wuerfel

Viva Ziesch

June 8, 1930-Dec. 11, 2018

Dec. 3, 1951-Nov. 8, 2018

Jan. 25, 1930-Aug. 30, 2018

Nov. 24, 1926-June 27, 2018

adolescence, he used such courses to learn
taxidermy and learned how to play the
violin. He was tri-lingual, speaking fluent
French, English and later Japanese.
In their early years, Ben and his family were unable to afford to become U.S.
citizens. This hurdle was quickly removed
for Ben when he visited his draft board at
the beginning of WWII. He never talked
much of his war experiences other than to
say he witnessed many atrocities. While
in Okinawa after the war, a military friend
recognized Ben and offered him a job
working in the motor pool there. He continued working in Civil Service in Korea
and Vietnam (where as an industrial engineer he had close to 1,000 men working
under him). In his last years with Civil
Service, he always had a suitcase packed
ready to fly within 24 hours to anywhere
in the world and complete emergency
repairs. He retired with the equivalent
rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
Ben married quite young and with
his wife, Virginia, had two sons, Dennis
(Peggy) Brault of Mt. Dora, Florida, and
Douglas (Tomasa) Brault of Tumwater,
Washington. He is survived by both sons,
two grandsons, two granddaughters, two
great grandsons, one great granddaughter, one great-great grandson and one
great-great granddaughter. He was predeceased by his parents, all six of his siblings and his former wife.
During the mid-1980’s, while living in
Afton, Ben became a baptized member of
the Church of God—attending services in

Blackfoot and then Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
Sometime after moving back to Afton,
Wyoming, he discovered UCG in 2011
and was able to attend Holy Day services in Jackson, Wyoming for a few years
before declining health prevented this.
Ben was known as a man of very strong
faith and for always being gracious and
appreciative. He loved others and they
loved him.

Ramona Warner
Ramona Warner, 66, a member of the
Fulton, Missouri, congregation, died Nov.
8, 2018 from complications of the degenerative motor neuron disease ALS. She
had attended with her daughter Donna
Robinson and Donna’s husband, elder
Tom Robinson, and their children Annika
and Micah. She had moved in with them
following her diagnosis in early 2016.
Ramona grew up in Florence, Kentucky, and became a registered nurse,
serving people in need for over 40 years,
working mostly at Veterans Hospital in
Cincinnati. She was fun-loving, enjoyed
boating, fishing and camping, and was a
big fan of country music. She really liked
to dance—and for a while later in life she
went to ballroom dance classes and competitions. She was always very kind and
wanted to help, and she loved her family
and friends deeply.
Ramona was married to Donald Warner for 28 years until his death in 2000.
They had two children, Donna and
Matthew. Ramona retired from nursing in 2015 and moved in with her sister
Wanda and Wanda’s husband Bob. Sadly,
Wanda was soon diagnosed with ALS,
and Ramona resumed nursing duties
as Wanda’s full-time caregiver. Then in
early 2016, shortly before Wanda died,
Ramona was herself diagnosed with
ALS, both of them having a rare familial
form of the disease.
Ramona came into God’s Church
late in life. She had not agreed with her
daughter Donna’s beliefs for many years
but slowly came to accept them, particularly when she attended the Feast with the
Robinsons in 2013. Following that, she
was determined to become part of the
Church. After moving in with the Robinsons, Ramona was baptized in July 2016.
Despite the difficulties that followed,
losing the ability to eat, speak and walk,
she always came to services regularly and
continued reading and studying her Bible,
trusting in God through Christ no matter
what she had to endure.
Ramona is survived by her two children and four grandchildren, her broth-

er-in-law, two nieces and a nephew, a
great niece and two great nephews. She
now awaits the great reunion at the resurrection, which she looked forward to
in faith. Until then, she will be greatly
missed.

Announcements: Send us announcements from your local congregation! Have
your pastor review what you write, and
send it in to UN@ucg.org. We’re looking
for 100- to 300-word articles and photos
with captions. Please double-check the
spelling of names, and include the author’s
and photographer’s names. Email is preferred, but we will also take physical mail
as well! Please include a self-addressed
envelope if you’d like photos returned.
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Ruth Gail Carruthers
Longtime member Ruth Gail Carruthers died peacefully in her sleep on
Dec. 11, 2018. Ruth was born in Del
Rio, Texas and grew up on a ranch near
Dryden, Texas, in the Meyers Canyon
Region. Ruth was not a sheltered child
and spent many hours exploring the rugged landscape of West Texas with her
horses. Ruth loved horses and was a gifted
horse trainer.
On June 19, 1957, Ruth married the
love of her life, Walt Carruthers. Together
they built a life in the ranching business
at Carta Valley, Texas. They came into
the Church together and they were both
baptized in November 1969 by Mr. Roy
Holladay. They kept their first Feast in Big
Sandy. Ruth was preceded in her death by
her parents Oscar and Gussie (Herzing)
Bendele, her infant son Robert Curtis
Carruthers, and her husband of 53 years
Walt Carruthers. Ruth is survived by her
two daughters Carol Ann and Donna.
Even though Ruth only had a 10th grade
education she was able to teach her girls
at home for four years. Home schooling
was not in vogue at the time, so she was
somewhat of a pioneer in this endeavor.
Ruth was a valued member of the
congregation and strove to live her life
accordingly. She loved her family, loved
her friends and loved the West Texas
country. Ruth will be missed by all those
who knew her and loved her. The congregation will miss her wisdom and her
smile. “Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of His saints. O Lord, truly I am
Your servant; I am Your servant, the son
of Your maidservant; You have loosed my
bonds” (Psalms 116:15-16).
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Eugenia Wuerfel
Eugenia Wuerfel, 88, beloved wife,
mother and faithful servant of God, died
Thursday, Aug. 30, 2018. She was born to
Adolf and Albertyna Krebs in Warsaw,
Poland, on Jan. 25, 1930. She was one of
seven siblings—Lotte, Irene, Tinchen,
Stephan, Adolf and Richard.
During WWII, Eugenia’s mother led
the family after her father had been
drafted into the military. As a young
teen, Eugenia and her family fled from
their home in Poland. They traveled
on foot with just a small horse-drawn
buggy to carry her one-and-a-half-yearold brother, a deathly ill sister and a few
belongings. The family headed into western Germany where they stayed for the
remainder of the war. During that time,
Eugenia worked for farmers and later as
a seamstress.
After the war, in 1954, Eugenia took an
opportunity to join her sister and immigrated to the United States. Upon arrival
in the States, she found work as a nanny in
Chicago. While living in Chicago, she was
introduced through family and members
of the church to Simon Wuerfel and the
two of them were married June 14, 1959,
in Muskegon, Michigan. They built their
home in Fennville, Michigan, where they
lived for 57 years.
Eugenia especially enjoyed cooking and
sewing. She was an excellent seamstress,
making many of the clothes, fancy dresses, and draperies that adorned the family
and the house. Some other favorite activities included tending to their large garden
and her chickens. The garden supplied
an abundance of fruit and vegetables for
the family, and the chickens a fresh supply of eggs. She always made sure there
was extra to share with extended family,
friends and neighbors.
Please see page 13
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LifeNets Scholarships to
Latin American Students

Local Church UPDATES
New Service Project in Nashville

Local Church UPDATES

The Nashville, Tennessee, congregation is beginning a new, ongoing service
project called the “Free Pantry.” A cabinet was donated by a member to a local
senior citizen center and once a month,
members will bring in non-perishable
food items and toiletries to be collected
to fill the cabinet. We will also make the
items available to our local members with
a need before we gather items and take to
the senior citizen center.
The senior citizen center, located in
Lebanon, Tennessee, provides many
activities for the senior citizens in that
area. They also offer lunch for them at
a low cost. Many of the senior citizens
are on a fixed income and some are even
homeless. Receiving a meal at the center
may be their only meal of the day. This
“Free Pantry” will be available to help
anyone who may have a need.
Some of the senior citizens are unable
to go to the store for simple items like a
toothbrush. Now, thanks to the “Free
Pantry” project, they have access to some
basic items. We will also have a few magazines and booklets inside. We are very
excited and thankful to be able to get this

Victor and Beverly Kubik with the recipients of the LifeNets scholarships in Santiago, Chile. There were
36 Latin American UCG students who recieved the scholarships. However, there are many from other
various countries who also recieved the LifeNets scholarship.
by Mario Seiglie

project started! We have already received
good feedback from the ladies that run
the center and they are thankful to have
the help for the members of the senior
center.
Tina Cason

Northwest Young Adults Enrichment
Weekend

The year 2018 was quite productive for
36 Latin American UCG students who
received LifeNets scholarships. These 36
students were able to fund many of their
expenses while they study in their colleges or universities. There are currently four
students from Mexico, 10 from Chile, 12
from Guatemala and 10 from Colombia
that receive these LifeNets scholarships.
As these students graduate, other students take their place. So far, eight student
recipients of the LifeNets scholarships
have graduated and are now employed.
Among the careers of these students are
some in the fields of medicine, law, architecture, agriculture, graphic arts, teaching
and engineering.
In order to qualify for these scholarships, students must first fill out the
LifeNet forms and turn them in to their
ministers where these are processed in

their respective countries and yearly
reports are sent to the LifeNets offices.
Once they are accepted, they receive a
monthly amount during their school year
to help pay for their books, transportation and tuition. In order to continue to
receive these scholarships, they must keep
their grades up, regularly attend church
services and be a good example.
These students are so grateful and we
receive many of their letters of appreciation which are sent to the LifeNets offices. These scholarships have been a great
blessing to the UCG churches in Latin
America where most members suffer
economic hardship. Also, many of these
LifeNets recipients, as they graduate and
find good jobs, are turning out to be the
new generation of Church leaders.
In 2018 126 students around the world
received $100,465 in scholarships from
the LifeNets Scholarship Fund. UN

What Is Going On in Your Area?
The 2018 Northwest Young Adults
Enrichment weekend was held on Nov.
9-12 at the Aldersgate Camp and Retreat
Facility in Turner, Oregon. We had 51
attendees from six different states who
were present for Sabbath services and the
seminars.
Seminar topics revolved around the
theme, “In the World, Not of It,” and they
included helpful subjects such as: Managing Depression and Anxiety, Making
God’s Standards Our Own, Overcoming
Addictions, Building a Solid Foundation
for Marriage and Family, Where We Are
Now in Bible Prophecy, and a class and
workshop on Biblical Apologetics.
There was a great deal of wonderful conversation, good food and lots of
laughs and smiles all around. We would
12

Activities at the Northwest Young Adults
Enrichment weekend.

like to thank all of our attendees and presenters—especially our visiting presenters Mr. and Mrs. Steve Myers—for their
participation. Keep your eyes open for
the 2019 Northwest Young Adults Enrichment Weekend, and make your plans to
be there!
Ben Light

Are there exciting socials happening
in your church area? Are you or other
members working on a service project?
Are there events happening in your area
that you want to invite other church
members to?
The United News would like to include
more articles focused on local congregations! Good topics involve happenings going on in your church area or an
outstanding, service-oriented member
in your area. These can be sent in from
anywhere in the world and should not be
restricted to the United States.
If you would like to submit a short
article to be featured in the Local Church
Updates section, please first write it up
and then send it to your local pastor.
Articles should be about 300-400 words.
They do not need to be long. Please
include details of the social or service
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project. We encourage you to share photos of the event too! After the pastor has
approved it, please send these articles
and photos to un@ucg.org.
Again, these articles can be about
events you would like to open up to
other church members not in your area.
Be sure to include all the details for the
Upcoming Events section. Please also
provide contact information for the person in charge of the event in case others
have questions. These articles should be
between 200-400 words.
They will also be added to the Members
Website calendar. Before you send in the
article please have it approved by the pastor in your local congregation and then
send it to un@ucg.org. Any further questions about these articles can be directed
to un@ucg.org. or directly to Linda Merrick at linda_merrick@ucg.org.
United Church of God, an International Association

by Laura Peabody

You have probably known someone
close to you who has faced the end of
their time on this earth. Maybe you were
their caregiver, or perhaps you know of
a caregiver who gave all his or her time
caring for someone they love who faced
this challenging period. It’s a difficult circumstance—lives are changing, and not
for the better.
I went through this time nearly eight
years ago when my mother took her last
breath. I was living in California and my
mother was in Michigan so I was in daily
contact with my stepdad and hospice.
When the time drew near, they told me I
should come and see her.
My sister and I flew to Michigan the
next day. We arrived at Mom’s midday to a
very difficult sight that would change our
lives forever. Seeing Mom in this state was
truly difficult, but that’s another story. We
walked to her bedside (the hospice bed
was set up in the living room) and briefly
said our hellos to her. As we turned to

look at our stepdad, he had fallen asleep
in a chair a few steps away. It was as if he
knew we were there, mother was being
cared for, and he could close his eyes for a
minute. He slept for about 20 minutes and
woke with a start saying, “I fell asleep! I
am so sorry! Is she OK?” We assured him
that all was fine and he looked so relieved.
He then walked to a corner of the room,
sat in a recliner and fell asleep for about
two hours.
He was exhausted! He had lovingly
taken care of my mother for over a year
as her physical health failed her. He had
washed her face when she woke in the
morning and again when she was falling
asleep at night, made her nutritious foods
until she couldn’t eat any longer, combed
(and styled I might add) her hair each
day, cleaned her glasses as needed and
had tended to her every physical need
throughout each day. And he had done
it all alone.
Not all caregiving tasks are so inclusive
but his was. You may know of someone

who is going through this challenging
time, either facing the end of his or her life
or who is caring for someone else going
through this time. It is a truly difficult
period for everyone involved. It is easier
to do for a day or two, but for a year? And
some do it longer.
Perhaps you have wanted to help someone who you know is in these circumstances but don’t know how. Send a card.
Call or visit! See a need and fill it. Ask the
caregiver if they need a break, even if it
is just to sit for a certain amount of time
each day or week with the sick to give a
caregiver a chance to take a shower, take
a walk, even do some grocery shopping
without worrying about their loved one.
Our caregivers need our help. They are
trusted by those who are ill so they need
to be there, but sometimes they need a
break. Sometimes they don’t realize how
tired they are. And we can help them.
It’s a difficult time of life, but we all face
it to some extent at some point in time.
Serving each other comes in many forms

New Ministerial and Member Services Operation Manager
n Mark Welch has recently
been hired as the new
operation manager of
Ministerial and Member
Services. He also recently
moved to Cincinnati to take
care of his new role at the
home office. Below is a short
autobiography.
by Mark Welch

Having moved into our new home in
the Cincinnati area on Dec. 23, Barbara
and I are looking forward to settling into
life in the state of both of our births, Ohio!
Barbara was born in the northwest corner, near Toledo, while I was born just
six months earlier 90 miles southwest
near Van Wert, about 30 miles east of Ft.
Wayne, Indiana.
Barbara was 10 years old when her
father, Richard Lemke, began attending the
Worldwide Church of God in Toledo. I was
18 years old when I began going to WCG
in Findlay, Ohio, in January 1974 while
attending Bowling Green State University.
I attended as a freshman at Ambassador
College in Big Sandy that autumn.
Barbara and I met very briefly at a Holy
Day service near Detroit at Roma Hall,
but were seniors together at Ambassador
in Pasadena beginning in the autumn of
1977. We graduated together in 1978 and
were married on Oct. 8 near Toledo. We
returned to California and I worked as a
dictation equipment salesman in the Los
Angeles area for one year.
United Church of God, an International Association

Not many men were being hired straight
from Ambassador into the field ministry
when I graduated, so I was not expecting
to ever be a minister. I knew I was called
by God, but not necessarily into the ministry of Jesus Christ.
Barbara and I moved to Grand Rapids,
Michigan, in 1980 and had our daughter,
Jaime, in March 1981. Our son, Matthew,
was born in January 1984. They have been
a tremendous blessing to us. We have two
wonderful and vibrant grandsons, Xander
and Wilder, who live in Homer, Alaska,
with Jaime and her husband Alex Roth.
I worked as a salesman in the fundraising industry for six years, sold computers
for one year, and owned a successful fundraising business for two and half years,
all in the Grand Rapids area.
I was ordained an elder in 1985 in the
Grand Rapids church and hired full-time
into the ministry in 1989. I served as an
Assistant Pastor in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in
1989 and was then transferred to serve as
an Associate Pastor in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from 1990-1995.
In June of 1995 I was appointed as the
new pastor of Tulsa and Oklahoma City,
and for a brief time, Springfield, Missouri. Before long a new local church
was raised up in Lawton, Oklahoma.
Early in 2011 I also became the pastor
of Northwest Arkansas. It was a rewarding experience pastoring the brethren
in these five church areas and Barbara
and I have many wonderful friends as a
result. Of course, we also have longtime
friends from every church area we have
ever attended.

Mark and Barbara Welch

In 2014 I became the pastor of the
Dallas/Fort Worth and Sherman, Texas
churches and we now have many more
dear friends! In 2015, I also began pastoring the Lawton congregation once
again. Our experience in God’s Church
and the ministry has been one of great
personal blessings and fulfillment. Barbara and I both desire to serve God and
His people faithfully and we have experienced God’s involvement in our lives all
along the way.
We are looking forward to building
some very close relationships with the
brethren in the Cincinnati area and also
being able to see many of our friends as
they come into the home office for various reasons throughout the years.
Being the new Operation Manager for
Ministerial and Member Services seems a
bit of a daunting task. But I am confident
God’s blessings will continue as Barbara
and I strive to seek first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness as we faithfully love and serve His people. UN
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Let’s Not Forget the Caregivers

and ways. Remember Matthew 25:40: “…
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least
of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
There are so many ways we can live this
scripture. This is only one. UN

Announcements
continued from page 10

Eugenia is survived by her husband,
Simon Wuerfel; her siblings, Irene Baum,
Tinchen Polnau, Stephan Krebs, Adolf
Krebs and Richard Krebs; two children,
Viola Gaffney (Matthew) of Tooele, Utah,
and Donald Wuerfel (Amy) of Plano,
Texas; grandchildren, Benjamin Gaffney
(Carrie), Nicole Richards (Lance), Joshua
Gaffney (Annie), Jennifer Gaffney and
Jason Gaffney (Kathryn); and 12 great
grandchildren, Jayden, Ethan, Samuel,
Ryan, Lillian, Julia, Jonah, Tobias, Josiah,
Matthew, Leah and Malakai.
She was laid to rest on Sept. 4 at 11 a.m.
in the Tooele City Cemetery in Tooele
City, Utah.
Viva Ziesch
Viva Ziesch, a longtime member of the
Church, passed away in June 2018 at 91
years of age. She is survived by brothers,
three daughters, two sons-in-laws, nine
grandchildren and many great-grandchildren.
She resided primarily in Missouri, until
twice widowed, after which she moved to
the Kansas City area. There she met and
married Arthur Ziesch, also a longtime
Church member.
He predeceased her by five years. Spending most of her life as a homemaker, Viva
enjoyed time with family, gardening, canning, sewing, fishing, painting, crocheting, attending church, reading her Bible,
Church literature and the many cards and
letters she received from Church members around the world.
Her family thanks those who were so
thoughtful during her time of suffering.
13

Honoring Retiring Ministry
Howard Davis
Howard Davis retired from the full-time
ministry on June 30, 2018 after 32 years
of employed service to God’s Church and
dedication to the brethren. Mr. Davis was
ordained into the ministry on Sept. 10,
1983. Over the years he has pastored congregations both in the United States and
Canada; including in Oregon, New York,
British Columbia and Manitoba. Prior
to his retirement Howard was pastoring
congregations in New York City.
Longtime Friends and Co-workers
Shared These Sentiments:
Rex Sexton: “It has been an honor to
have Howard Davis as a close friend and
fellow minister for almost 30 years. Howard is the most prolific ‘idea man’ I have
ever known. His excitement and energy
are always encouraging and he has a profound dedication to preaching the Gospel. When the Church needed him he was
always willing to serve.
“Howard pioneered taking advantage
of Public Access Television in the 1990’s
and produced the Tomorrow program for
many years. Howard would advocate for
the audience, questioning guest ministers
as if he did not understand the Bible or top-

ic. Appearing with Howard on a one-hour
program that went live to the greater Portland area right after Monday Night Football was exciting but never predictable!
“His ideas were instrumental in the
Kingdom of God lecture series, among
many other contributions to the work
of the Church. What has impressed me
most about Howard has been his dedication as a father to his special needs son,
Ben. They spent many evenings and hundreds of hours together on Ben’s homework so Ben could complete High School
and begin working, and the video history
Howard recorded and produced on Ben’s
growing up won the highest award in the
nation for amateur video.”
Bob Dick: “Howard has always been
a man of boundless energy and endless
ideas. I remember in the early 90’s being
invited to attend an awards ceremony for
community television productions in Los
Angeles where Howard was honored for
his biographical documentary on autism
and his son Benjamin.
“During those same years Howard
hosted a public access television program
modeled after the Charlie Rose program
and used local members trained in televi-

New Home Office Employee
Justin Palm was recently hired at the
United Church of God home office in
Cincinnati as proofreader, researcher
and writer. He started on Nov. 5, 2018.
His job description involves proofreading and editing all publications produced by the United Church of God to
help maintain tone and doctrinal accuracy. These publications include, but are
not limited to: Beyond Today magazine,
United News, Beyond Today blog posts,
Compass Check, Council reports, booklets, UYC camp magazine and the Festival Brochure.
Mr. Palm also works on research projects for Ambassador Bible College classes
and helps with Beyond Today scripts. He
will also be working on writing blog posts
and short articles for the Beyond Today
current events and trends section.
Mr. Palm has been married for 10 years
to his wife Stacey and has two young
boys ages 3 and 18 months. He was born
and raised in Appleton, Wisconsin, but
lived in Akron, Ohio, for a number of
years before moving to Denver, Colorado. He was first introduced to the truth
after high school while he was pursuing
a music career and was baptized in 2005.
Justin has worked as a writer and proofreader for Church of God publications
for over a decade.
A member in his local congregation in
Denver encouraged him to apply for the
14

sion production to staff the program and
fellow ministers as guests.
“Howard later made an around the
world trip to sites where members of the
Lost Ten Tribes migrated, filming locations across Europe and Russia and into
Asia. He had an amazing ability to gain
entrance to sites rarely accessible to the
public.
“Howard has always been a go-getter—
full of energy and always exploring new
ideas.”
Peter Eddington: “Howard Davis has
worked for more than a decade for the
Media and Communications Services
department, writing articles for the then
Good News magazine, and also providing
video support for Beyond Today television.
“In the early years of Beyond Today TV,
Mr. Davis recorded and edited all of the
booklet and magazine commercials that
ran within the programs. He had a video
editing suite setup in an office space rented in Portland, Oregon, from which he
did his work. In addition, Mr. Davis produced and presented a cable-access video
program titled, Tomorrow, which he ran
for many years in the Northwest area of
the United States.

Howard Davis

“His contributions to the work of the
Church have been greatly appreciated,
and all of our media department employees wish him well in his retirement years—
especially with his new grandchild!”
The United Church of God appreciates
the dedication, loyalty and service that
Howard Davis has shown throughout his
years of employment and looks forward
to his contributions throughout his retirement years.
Lisa Fenchel

Winter Family
Weekend
continued from page 1

Justin Palm

position and the opportunity intrigued
him. Mr. Palm explains why he applied
for the job: “I wanted to use my talents
to serve the Church and others in a more
direct way. I felt like I could really add
value to the efforts at the home office.”
He sent in past examples of his work and
traveled to Cincinnati in mid-October
for a final interview, after which he was
offered the job.
Mr. Palm explains, “I enjoy the variety
of the job and the people I get to work
with. I like the purpose behind it, to
help bring truth, hope and encouragement to others.” In his free time, Justin
enjoys reading books, playing music
and spending time with his wife and
children.
Linda Merrick

their own. He asked the question, “How
old do you have to be to respond to God?”
and focused on how God is calling you
now no matter what your age.
Saturday began with various seminars
for teens and adults, including youth
instruction for the pre-teens. Attendance at services was 1,217 at the Great
Wolf Lodge. Four beautiful special music
selections were performed during the sermonette time. The sermon was given by
President of the United Church of God,
Victor Kubik. He spoke on the theme
of “Iron that Sharpens Iron” and on
how important this is for people to help
each other improve on their journey in
life through fellowship, friendship and
encouragement.
Sunday was filled with activities
throughout the day for all ages. There
were little kids’ games, youth games, basketball and volleyball for adults, seminars,
a dress boutique exchange, Jelly’s Game
Show, board games, a performing arts
show, a band showcase and karaoke.
There was one more basketball team
compared to last year, with 120 people
playing on various teams. About 300
people played volleyball, with a total of
47 teams, three more teams than last
year.
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It was also exciting to see so many
donate their beloved Sabbath and formal dresses, jewelry and shoes for others at the dress exchange. The event was
run by Eileen Sharkey and many showed
appreciation of the generosity of others.
This year we had the most prom dresses
donated (51 were donated) and the most
given to new homes (20 dresses). Leftover
dresses were donated to other church
areas. Please remember to bring a dress
or two with you next year.
On Monday the activities continued—
more volleyball and basketball games,
kids’ games and kids’ basketball, as well
as more seminars and a family dance at
the end of the night. Tuesday ended the
weekend with the final basketball and volleyball games. Overall the weekend was a
great success! UN
United Church of God, an International Association

Healthful Eats and Unleavened Treats

Upcoming Events

Teen Photography
Upcoming Events Contest
Are you a teen? Did you attend the Feast
of Tabernacles? Did you take photos this
year? Then you qualify for this exciting
contest! We are in need of more photos
taken at the 2018 Feast of Tabernacles by
teens in the Church.
The
s photographs should include Feast
im e
CT
AB
activities,
nature scenes and people. AnyFeatured
in ofABC
Times
thing that portrays
the Feast
Tabernacles to you! (Remember that if you send
pictures of people to send photos that
include their full face and not the back
Young Feastgoers in Davao, Philippines.
of someone’s head.) Please send the fullresolution JPG files to both Sue Dunkle at of photographs we receive, we will try to
suedunkle@yahoo.com and Linda Mer- display the rest inside the 2019 Festival
rick at linda_merrick@ucg.org.
Teen Book that will be passed out at the
In addition to your photo, list your 2019 Feast.
name, age, where you are from and the
The deadline for this contest will be
name of the Feast site. The best photo will extended to March 1. Please send all picbe chosen as the cover for the 2019 Festi- tures in by that date. Thank you!
val Teen Book. Depending on the number
The Education Team

Godly Integrity or
Societal Integration?
continued from page 3

historically resisted a society or its systems often became targets of persecution.
The god of this world promotes lawlessness toward God’s commandments at the
root of its systems (Ephesians 2:2-3; 1 John
3:4). We are to live in this society but are
not to be of it (2 Corinthians 6:14). Like
Jesus, Daniel and other Bible figures, we
are to walk in society without becoming
part of it. Revelation 13 shows that a powerful end-time government will require
individuals to give absolute allegiance to
the society and its systems. “He causes all,
both small and great, rich and poor, free
and slave, to receive a mark on their right
hand or on their foreheads, and that no
one may buy or sell except one who has the
mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name” (Revelation 13:16-17).
Decisions and consequences will boil
down to one’s allegiance. On one hand, “as
many as would not worship the image of
the beast . . . [will] be killed” (Revelation
13:15). But God says, “Come out of her,
My people, lest you share in her sins, and
lest you receive of her plagues” (Revelation 18:4).
Rejection of either system is met with
counter-resistance and ultimate expulsion. This dictates that each of us has to
make a choice of allegiance, which will
have consequences. The time to be dead
set on having made your choice is now.
Declaring that choice daily is at the core
of the model prayer outline that Jesus
gave: “In this manner, therefore, pray:
Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your
United Church of God, an International Association

name. Your kingdom come. Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven . . . But
deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is
the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever” (Matthew 6:9-13).
How important is it for the sons and
daughters of God, the betrothed of Christ,
to be living a life of godly integrity? How
will that one element become a sole
denominator of one’s success throughout
his or her life and beyond?
First, the “integrity” discussed here
is not measured by men. That’s because
“godly integrity” originates from God,
through Jesus Christ, via the Holy Spirit.
Godly integrity is possible only through
embracing revealed divine standards
of conduct and pursuing them with
the help of God whose thoughts are far
beyond those of human beings. “‘For My
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are
your ways My ways,’ says the Lord. ‘For
as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are My ways higher than your ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts’”
(Isaiah 55:8-9).
Beginning in youth, godly integrity
forms the platform from which a lifetime
of honor, respect, admiration, attention,
recognition and opportunities should blossom. Isaac, Joseph, Samuel, David, Daniel
and Timothy were legendary youths whose
godly integrity at an early age is memorialized in Scripture. We today see youths
demonstrating elements of godly integrity
as they enter a society bereft of ethical,
moral and honorable behavior.
We can all witness how God works in
our youth who rise to demonstrate sterling integrity, which is in stark contrast to
that of society. Scripture encourages God’s
children to grow in the integrity, honor,

We have started our editing process on
the recipes we received from everyone for
our unleavened bread cookbook titled
“Healthful Eats and Unleavened Treats.”
If you would like to submit a recipe, with
the emphasis on health, there is still time.
The deadline is Jan. 18. You can submit
recipes in any of the categories: starters,
main dishes, desserts and any unleavened
dish. Our emphasis is on health, but as
our title reads, “Healthy Eats and Unleavened Treats,” it is also about treats!
The unleavened bread cookbook can be
preordered in your local congregation for
$12. More details about preordering will
be announced in the coming weeks.
The cookbooks should be done in time
for Unleavened Bread so everyone can
enjoy making some of these delectable
recipes!
We are excited about producing this
cookbook, and want to thank everyone
who has supported this ABC fundraising
effort for our International Student Fund.

Any questions concerning the Unleavened Bread Cookbook can be directed to
healthy.cookbook2019@gmail.com.
Kathy de Campos

respect and praiseworthiness that fills
God’s eyes. It is heartwarming when we
learn of school programs that voluntarily
adopt reforms in order to accommodate
Church children who stand firm in their
beliefs. Such a stance during a person’s
youth sets him or her up for what follows
them next in life.
Young adults spur new growth and
development within any organization—
be it a town, a company, a new family
unit or the Church of God. New energy
blossoms from passion, exploration and
pursuit of greater skills. When coupled
with their quest for accomplishment,
growth explodes and previous goals get
recalibrated. Consider the expansion of
scale credited to the young adults, Joseph,
David, Daniel, the disciples, the Apostle
Paul and of course Jesus Himself. Consider the impact of this phenomenon today
at all levels in the Church, from our local
congregations to the young adult media
staff. When young adults’ integrity rises, it
has simultaneous impact across the spectrum of their educational institutions,
relations with co-workers, interactions
with professionals, their family chemistry, and among their Church community.
The resulting fruit is honorable fruit and
respected by those of like mind.
One of the greatest achievements and
fulfillments that one can have in life is a
place of honor, respect and admiration
within his or her marriage: “if a man is
blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children . . . ” (Titus 1:6).
“Her worth is far above rubies . . . let
her own works praise her in the gates”
(Proverbs 31:10, 31). Children of caliber
are given a strong sense of place in such
environments where integrity and dig-

nity raise the bar of human standards.
With God’s direction, one can become
intrinsic to the success of things greater
than themselves.
Overshadowing all the benefits and
blessings of being a person of integrity is
one’s recognition and appreciation from
God Himself. After all, the only “integrity”
that brings honor and respect from anyone
is measured by how closely it matches the
holy, righteous character of God. The ultimate statement of appreciation we seek is
given by God Himself: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people . . . ” (1 Peter
2:9). It is God’s intent that we be people of
spiritual integrity in order to reflect praise
to Him and to His Kingdom.
The ultimate reward Christ encourages us to see is one that God greatly
desires to give us: “Come, you blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world” (Matthew 25:34). The entire
chapter in which that statement appears
extols us to develop godly integrity to
the degree He requires from members
of His family.
How important to others does a person
of godly integrity become? Such a person develops great importance with his
or her spouse, family, employer, society,
Church, God the Father and the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. Such an individual
is blessed and at the same time a blessing to others: “Blessed are those who
are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb!” (Revelation 19:9).
To achieve the greatest success in all
aspects of your life both now and forever,
become a person of impeccable integrity
in God’s eyes. UN
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Financial
Statements
continued from page 3

our accounting system, based on donor
intent. Primary categories of income
include general contributions (primarily first tithe and offerings), Holy Day
offerings, Festival Fund (formerly called
“tithe of the second tithe,” which is used
to support U.S. Feast sites), the assistance
fund (used as “third tithe”) and estates
and property donations. We also have
Restricted Funds set up for the Video
Recording Studio, Good Works and a
general building fund. A full list of the
types of funds to which one can contribute can be found by clicking the “Donate”
button at ucg.org.
All undesignated offerings are categorized as general contributions. As such,
they, along with Holy Day offerings, are
used in whatever areas of the Work it is
deemed necessary. Festival and assistance fund donations are used only for
the specific purposes associated with
those funds, as are Good Works, media
and international fund donations.
It may be helpful to know that of the
categories of donations we maintain,
total annual donations never equaled or
exceeded the amount spent in that category. For instance, in fiscal 2018, the Church
expended over $900,000 in assistance to
members in need, not including Festival
assistance. By comparison, we received in
donations only $370,000 to the Assistance
Fund. As of the date of this writing, total
donations to the Video Recording Studio have been about $913,000. The cost
of the studio and equipment to date are
more than $920,000. If you would like to
earmark your contributions for a specific
fund above and beyond tithes, be sure
your donation is clearly marked.
As a Church, we recognize our responsibility and mission to care for the disciples God calls, to preach the gospel as
a witness to all nations and to do the will
of God. But please know that, as God’s
Church, we do not limit our efforts based
on the funds donated to a specific purpose, but use general funds to ensure that
all elements of the Church’s Christ-given
commission are met.
We appreciate the efforts of members
and other donors to financially support
God’s Work, and we recognize and are
grateful to God Almighty who provides
all our needs, and so much more.
As you review the enclosed financial
statements, or if you have questions about
our finances, please feel free to forward
those to me at any time.
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NEW! Beyond Today TV App for iPhone

What’s New In MEDIA?

We are excited to announce that a new Beyond Today
TV app is available for the iPhone. This is in addition to
what we currently have available on Roku, Amazon Fire
TV and Samsung smart TVs. We are also working on an
Android version of the app, which should be available in
mid-January.

What’s New
In Schedule
MEDIA?
Television
Airing
Literature

Please go to the App Store and search for “Beyond
Today Television” and download it onto your iPhone.
Please note, we have discontinued the Beyond Today app
on Apple TV in favor of the iPhone.

Airing
Period

Title

Host

God’s Hand on Nations

Darris McNeely

The United States and
Jan. 13-19
Britain in Bible Prophecy

Shocking Teachings of
Jesus: The Kingdom of
God

Steve Myers

Christ’s Reign on Earth:
What It Will Be Like

Baptism: Let’s Talk
About Your Salvation

Darris McNeely The Road to Eternal Life

Are We Living in the
Time of the End?

Gary Petty

Are We Living in the Time
Feb. 3-9
of the End?

The Four Horsemen of
Revelation

Darris McNeely

The Horsemen of
Revelation

Feb. 10-16

Are You Led by God’s
Spirit?

Steve Myers

The Power of the Holy
Spirit

Feb. 17-23

Unforgivable: The
Steve Myers
Michaela Diemer Story

Forgiveness Is Possible

Feb. 24-Mar. 2

Jan. 20-26
Jan. 27-Feb. 2

NEWS OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, AN INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION • P.O.Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 (513) 576-9796

Periodicals Postage Paid
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calendar of events
Jan. 18-21: Young Adult Weekend, Stewartville, Minnesota
Jan. 25-27: Women’s Weekend, Garden Grove, California
Feb. 15-17: Women’s Weekend, Springfield, Missouri
Feb. 22-24: Women’s Weekend, Portland, Oregon
Mar. 1-3: Women’s Weekend, Puget Sound, Washington
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