May & June 2016

God Is Building His Family
The Holy Days Show How - Part Two
Pentecost – How the NT Church Began
(Family Study Guide)
In the last Family Study Guide, we discussed the Essential Questions of Life. As your family reviews and
prepares to keep the Pentecost Holy Day, this guide will continue to build upon the theme of God’s plan
for mankind and why God gives His Holy Spirit. Feel free to use the portions that are most appropriate
for your family’s studies.

OBJECTIVES:
•
•
•

Help your children explain what the Church is and how it began.
Understand what part the Pentecost Holy Day plays in building God’s Family
Understand the privilege and blessings of being a part of God’s church and spiritual family.

How did God start His New Testament Church?

Read Acts 2:1-4
• What unique miracles occurred on that special day of Pentecost?
• Do you think they would have received the Holy Spirit if they had not been keeping the Holy Days?
[Acts 1:4-5; 5:32]
ü Discuss some other ways that God blesses us for following His commandments.
• How did God give the Holy Spirit to other people after this unique event? [Acts 8:17-19; 19:5-6]

Discuss how humans can become a part of the spiritual Body of Christ— the Church of God.
•

•

•

Read Mark 1:14-15; Acts 2:36-39. From these verses:
ü List the things that are necessary for someone to receive the Holy Spirit.
ü Discuss how these things apply to your family.
1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Ephesians 5:30 We are members of His body…
God’s spirit is what unites us as one body. When a person receives the Holy Spirit he becomes a
part of the family of God – just like a person becomes part of a human family when they are
conceived. They become a family unit.
What does God call this body of believers?
o Colossians 1:18 …He is the head of the body, the church…
o Colossians 1:24 …His body, which is the church…

How does God compare His church members to being part of a body?

1 Corinthians 12:12 {Living Bible} Our bodies have many parts, but the many parts make up only one
body when they are all put together. So it is with the "body" of Christ. 13 Each of us is a part of the one
body of Christ…. But the Holy Spirit has fitted us all together into one body. We have been baptized
into Christ's body by the one Spirit, and have all been given that same Holy Spirit.
ü Discuss ways that your family and individual family members contribute to, and are a part of the
church.

How do you explain what spirit is?
•
•

Resource: http://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/just-what-is-the-holy-spirit
The Holy Spirit is described as the power of God at work in our lives.
[Acts 1:8; Romans 15:13, Romans 15:19]
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•
•

•

Spirit is an essence that we, as humans, cannot see. God, Jesus, and angels are spirit beings
which we cannot see because we are physical.
God’s Holy Spirit is a power that can be compared to electricity. We cannot see it, but we know
it is there because of the great power it is. It can work from great distances, and can be present
over a large area. Although, most of the time we cannot see electricity, sometimes we can it in a
spark, or lightning.
God’s Holy Spirit is also like the wind, which, though it cannot be seen, has great power, and can
have an effect on people and objects. *When you see a windstorm, talk about how wind can
remind us of God’s power, the Holy Spirit.

When Jesus was on earth, God the Father gave him His Holy Spirit. (Matthew 3:16 and Acts 10:38).
Having the fullness of the Holy Spirit gave Jesus the power to live a perfect life and to do God’s work
(Ephesians 3:19; 4:13).
Being baptized is a very important decision to make in life. A person must fully understand the
commitment he or she is making to God. That is why only mature individuals are baptized.

Pentecost shows how God is building His family.

Resource: United Church of God article The Biblical Feast of Firstfruits - How It Explains a Great Mystery
• Pentecost is also called the Feast of Harvest, or Feast of Firstfruits
Exodus 23:16 You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor
• What are firstfruits in an agricultural harvest? [Read a UCG article or “Google it”]
• How is a harvest of firstfruits a type of how God is building His family?
• Who was the first to become a full part of God’s spiritual family? [1 Corinthians 15:20-23]
• Who else can be a “Firstfruit” in God’s plan?
James 1:18; Revelation 14:4; Romans 8:23 …we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit…
• Being part of the Church is a blessing, because the members of the spiritual Body of Christ will
enter the kingdom of God with Jesus, and will have everlasting life. It is also a blessing now,
because we can be part of a Godly family that worships God and does God’s will. (Acts 2:42;
Hebrews 10:24-25; 1 John 1:3,7)

God’s Firstfruits are those who have repented, been baptized, and received His Holy Spirit.
•
•

Should children be baptized so they too can be firstfruits? Why or why not?
Where do children fit in God’s plan to build his family?
1 Corinthians 7:14 God has put our children in a special group. Even though God’s Holy Spirit is
not in them yet, the Holy Spirit is with and around them. They can communicate with God in
prayer and He protects and watches over them. They have a special blessing of being able to learn
God’s way of life, learn the importance of keeping God’s Commandments and observe His Holy
Days. When the time is right, God will give our children the opportunity to become a part of His
Church as well.

Other resources you can use for your family studies:
•

•

UCG Booklet: God‘s Holy Day Plan, The Promise of Hope for All Mankind. Is it possible to know
what the future holds for us? The Creator of mankind does have a plan for us, and He reveals it to
us through an annual cycle of festivals described in the Scriptures. It is an astounding plan offering
an incredible future to every man, woman, and child who has ever lived. This booklet will help you
understand the incredible truth about what lies ahead for all humanity.
Pentecost portion of the booklet
2

