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uring World War I many German soldiers 
marched into war with their imperial motto Gott 
Mit Uns—“God With Us”—emblazoned on their 
helmets and belt buckles. Priests, pastors and 
chaplains on both sides encouraged the men to 

fight in their side’s righteous cause, proclaiming it was 
God’s will that they emerge victorious.  

At home, the Anglican bishop of London, Arthur 
Winnington-Ingram, declared this “a holy war” and urged 
British soldiers to “kill Germans . . . not for the sake of 
killing, but to save the world, 
to kill the good as well as the 
bad, to kill the young as well 
as the old . . . As I have said a 
thousand times, I look upon 
it as a war for purity, I look 
upon everyone who died in 
it as a martyr” (quoted by 
Philip Jenkins, The Great 
and Holy War: How World 
War I Became a Religious 
Crusade, 2014, p. 71). 

In Germany, pastor Dietrich Vorweck rewrote the Lord’s 
prayer to say: 

Our Father, from the height of heaven, 
Make haste to succor Thy German people. 
Help us in the holy war . . . 
Lead Thy German Reich to glorious victories. 
Who will stand before the conquerors? . . .
Lord, Thy will be done! . . . 
Smite the foe each day with death and tenfold woes . . .
Lead us not into the temptation 
Of letting our wrath be too gentle 
In carrying out Thy divine judgment. (quoted on p. 13) 

Such pleas apparently went unanswered as millions 
died or were permanently maimed on muddy, bloody 
battlefields in four years of fighting during which the 
border barely moved. 

“A striking commentary on the war was offered by 
Britain’s Harry Patch, the last soldier to have fought in the 
war’s trenches and who died in 2009 at the age of 111. He 
felt the war had not been worth a single life . . . He recalled 
seeing half-savage dogs fighting over biscuits taken from 
dead men’s pockets and wondering, ‘What are we doing 
that’s really any different? Two civilized nations, British and 
German, fighting for our lives.’ In summary, he commented, 
‘What . . . we fought for, I now don’t know’” (pp. 2-3). 

This is not to say that World War I was without result. 
Four empires fell, the world’s first communist state 
came into being, the world that existed before 1914 was 
destroyed and the stage was set for even greater carnage 
in the Second World War. One effect that continues to this 
day is that millions of people lost their faith in a God who 
could allow such indescribable suffering. 

But God is not uninvolved or uncaring. He cares deeply 
about His creation, about His children of all nations and 
races. One of the Bible’s best-loved passages tells us, “God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16). 

And God will bring about 
offering the opportunity for 
salvation to all mankind—
just not in the way most 
people expect. As explained 
in this issue, God is not offer-
ing salvation to the entire 
world now. Nor is He trying 
to end human suffering now. 

He knows that human beings the world over must learn 
some very painful lessons before being willing to admit 
that “the way of peace they have not known” (Romans 3:17, 
quoting Isaiah 59:8). 

Why do we not know the way to peace? Because “there 
is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of 
death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). The way that seems right 
to our thinking has led to generations of bloody wars in 
which we have learned to kill each other in increasingly 
efficient ways! 

But it will not always be this way. As also explained 
in this issue, a time is coming in which Jesus Christ, as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, “shall judge between 
the nations, and rebuke many people . . .” (Isaiah 2:4). As 
a result, “. . . they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore” (same verse).

This is describing the coming Kingdom of God—the 
same Kingdom for which Christ tells us to pray, “Your 
kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10). We hope you’ll join us in 
that prayer. Read this issue to learn more about the need 
for that Kingdom and how it will come!

How Will War End?

British soldiers gather for a religous service  near the front lines during World War I.
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On the 100th anniversary marking the end of World War I, 
we still see a world mired in conflict and often on the  
brink of even greater war. Many of today’s problems can 
be traced to that conflict. If we are to understand the way 
to peace, we must first understand what leads to war.

by Darris McNeely

Why Can’t We Find Peace?
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My father served in World War II. He 
brought home a lot of baggage, some 
emotional and some literal—old 
uniforms, medals, maps and lots  
of pictures. 

I remember once picking up his service Bible and opening 
it to find a poppy pressed between sheets of wax paper. 

“Where did you get this?” I asked. 
“In Flanders field,” he replied, and he began to recite the 

sobering poem written during the First World War.
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
I was taken aback as I heard the words pour out of his 

heart. This was the only poem I ever heard him speak. It 
must have been deeply meaningful to my dad for him to 
commit this poem to memory. 

“In Flanders Fields” is a haunting war poem about the 
dead speaking to the living, pleading not to be forgotten. To 
study the poem closely you hear the dead saying to the living:

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.
Listen closely. The dead are urging the living on toward 

more fighting and, tragically, more death. 
As a child I remember veterans wearing artificial poppies 

on the streets of my hometown each Nov. 11. I have one of 
these in my office, purchased in Canada a few years ago.  

I look at the poppy not as a pro-war symbol, but as a poi-
gnant reminder of the folly and tragedy of war, especially 
World War I. 

“The Long European War”

The ultimate sacrifice made by all the war dead from all 
time should cause us to consider both the causes and the 
legacy of war.

As we begin, let’s consider a new definition of terms. It 
has been customary to refer to the war that began in 1914 as 
World War I, having supposedly concluded in 1918, and the 
next world war of 1939-1945 as World War II. Yet to properly 
understand what began in 1914 we should consider using a 
term coined by some historians, “the Long European War.” 

This decades-long conflict in effect began in 1914 and 
lasted until 1989 with the end of what has been called the 
Cold War. We are still living with the effects of the events of 
this 75-year span today. I will use the terms interchangeably 
in this article, but keep in mind that the world wars of the 

20th century are better viewed as one continuous war with 
temporary truces at intervals.

Let’s first consider the human cost of this long conflict’s 
first phase known as World War I or the Great War—which 
many then called “the war to end all wars.” When the guns 
fell silent on Nov. 11, 1918, some 9 million soldiers were dead. 
An additional 21 million were wounded, many maimed 
for life. It was impossible to tally the additional millions of 
civilians who died of starvation or disease. 

For 52 horrendous months this war was a voracious killing 
machine. Germany alone lost a man virtually every second  
of the war.

But the armistice didn’t end the killing. Russia tore itself 
apart with a civil war leading to a Communist dictatorship 
that resulted in tens of millions killed over the next 20 
years. The war was also a major factor in the great influenza 
pandemic of 1918-1919 that killed between 20 and 50 million 
people worldwide, far more than the war itself killed (see 
“Spanish Flu—The Pandemic That Changed the World” 
beginning on page 14).

Immediate fighting ended, but conflict remained

The armistice brought an end to the killing, but it did not 
bring peace. One of the most revealing books on this subject 
is David Fromkin’s A Peace to End All Peace (1989). Fromkin 
focuses on the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the war’s 
impact on the Middle East, particularly the creation of its 
modern political divisions at the Paris Peace Conference, 
held in 1919-1922 by the victor nations. 

Understanding the story of how the nations of Syria, 
Jordan and Iraq were formed is to understand much of the 
current conflicts impacting this region today. As the book 
title says, the aftermath of this fighting did not bring peace  

to the Middle East. Instead it 
perpetuated conflict.

For hundreds of years the 
Ottoman Empire kept a fragile 
peace in the Middle East. I use 
the term “peace” in the sense 
that a centralized autocratic 

government can by brute force impose order over a region 
with deep ethnic and tribal loyalties. In spite of the peoples’ 
common religion (Islam) and common language (Arabic), 
there were, and are, deeply divisive issues perpetuating conflict. 

But with victory in the war, Great Britain and the other 
Allies forever ended Turkish rule of the Middle East. In its 
place they created countries similar to those of Europe but 
without local agreement. The geographic lines of the new 
states were drawn without adequate understanding of the 
ethnic and religious tensions. 

As an example, look at the lines of the state of Jordan. 
You see straight lines, some almost at right angles to each 
other, with no connection to the reality on the ground. The 
warring factions in Syria today bear brutal testimony to the 
diplomats’ failure nearly a century ago.

Failure in redrawing the Mideast map

Fromkin points out that European politicians assumed the 
secular state model of Europe could be imposed on a region 

The Great War was a voracious killing machine. 
Millions of soldiers and civilians died! Yet horribly, 
the armistice of 1918 did not end the killing.
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whose roots went deep into history on the belief of sacred law. 
The Quran, the sacred book of Islam, gives birth to Sharia law. 
Radical Islamists believe modern democratic states have no 
legitimacy. This is of course particularly true with the state of 
Israel, the Jewish inhabitants of which they wish to drive into 
the sea. But the Islamists are also opposed to secular Muslim 
states headed by secular rulers, which is why they have often 
tried to overthrow moderate Muslim governments.

At stake, writes Fromkin, is “the question of whether the 
transplanted modern system of politics invented in Europe—
characterized, among other things, by the division of the earth 
into independent secular states based on national citizenship—
will survive in the foreign soil of the Middle East” (pp. 563-564).

Modern secular government has not put down roots in most 
nations of the Middle East. Western-style democracy is merely 
a surface structure masking deep ethnic divisions. Modern 
democratic forms of government are alien to large portions 
of the Muslim population. Democracy cannot be imposed by 
armed force. It must start in the hearts and minds of the people 
and prevail after long periods of testing, debate and discussion.

In more recent times, the modern Middle East created by 
the events of the Long European War has been convulsing 
since the Arab Spring of 2011. Not only have governments 
been toppled amid civil uprising and war, but millions of 
refugees have spread north and west into Europe. The massive 
human migrations have disrupted Europe in a surprising if 
not ironic reversal. European diplomats created a hodgepodge 
of unsustainable nations in the Middle East almost a century 
ago; now many people from these nations are within Europe’s 
borders creating massive disruption there.

The truth is, European leaders of the World War I era failed 
to understand the power of Islam over the hearts and minds 
of people. A case can be made that today’s leaders still don’t 
understand the power of religion in general, not just Islam, 
as a force in history and among people. Secular policies and 
humanistic thinking have never 
replaced the power of religion to 
offer meaning and hope to people. 

Just as the dream of Alexander 
the Great of a Hellenized world 
(that is, one permeated with 
Greek culture) was eventually 
absorbed into the earlier traditions 
and ideologies of local regions such as those of Babylon and 
Egypt, so too will any plans to plant a radically different 
culture throughout the Middle East. Bible prophecy shows us 
that politics in the Middle East and the world are shaped by 
powerful spiritual forces little understood or recognized by the 
human mind (Revelation 16:13-14). 

World War I created seismic shifts in the Middle East that 
still reverberate today. Fromkin concludes his insightful book 
in stating that the questions opened up in redrawing the map 
of the region after the war “are even now being contested by 
force of arms, year after year, in the ruined streets of Beirut, 
along the banks of the slow-moving Tigris-Euphrates, and by 
the waters of the Biblical Jordan” (p. 565). 

Increasing godless culture

The devastating human carnage of World War I that killed 

off millions of young men in the prime of life deepened 
an already existing crisis in religious faith. Centuries of 
Enlightenment thinking had already eroded the hold religion 
held over people. 

The expansion of scientific and technical knowledge had 
placed man at the center of moral thought, removing the 
need for and reliance on God. Charles Darwin’s theory of 
evolution cast doubt on the Bible’s account of man being 
a unique creation from the hand of a Creator. Karl Marx’s 
ideas of socialism, coupled with Sigmund Freud’s studies on 
psychoanalysis, altered the way people related to each other 
and further pushed God and biblical values out of the picture. 

The Great War or World War I accelerated existing trends 
toward atheism, nihilism and the denial of God. This was 
not a new human phenomenon. In his first-century letter to 
the church at Rome, the apostle Paul described the world of M
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World War I created seismic shifts in the Middle 
East that still reverberate today. Leaders of the 

era, like today, failed to understand the power of 
religion over the hearts and minds of people.

British troops march through Mesopotamia, today's Iraq, in 1917.

The Middle East before World War I—largely devoid of borders.
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his day as one that had cast God out on the street. Even then 
people could see the clear proof of God’s existence through 
the natural world, but they refused to recognize it or bow in 
humble thanksgiving and submission to Him. 

God allowed man to wallow in his own moral filth, believ-
ing lies as truth and reaping the fruit of their rejection of Him 
as Creator. Paul’s conclusion: “And even as they did not like 
to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting” (Romans 
1:28, emphasis added throughout unless otherwise noted).

The war changed the way people looked at the world and at 
themselves. Before it began in August 1914, the world was full 
of hope and possibilities, a truly golden period of globalization 
in which goods and services, ideas and culture were shared 
and traded far and wide. But afterward hope was drained, 
and the effect of lost times and a lost generation reoriented 
everything. 

In A World Undone: The Story of the Great War, 1914 to 1918, 
G.J. Meyer illustrates this through the change in poetry after 
the war. In the prewar world poetry still mattered to people. 
Both the good and bad, it popularly expressed people’s inner 
thoughts and perceptions. Newspapers then received hundreds 
of poems each day.  

As the nations took up arms and men went off to war, the 
poetry of the time expressed lofty thoughts of patriotism 
and glory. But soon the death, the mud of the trenches, the 
poisonous gassing and the simple horror of a new kind of 
warfare became widely known, and the mood changed. As 
Meyer says, the “literature came to a stop, appeared to be 
dead for a while, and then started up again on an entirely new 
plane” (2006, p. 544). 

This is illustrated by two poems. One by Rupert Brooke 
written in 1914 speaks grandly of death for one’s country  
as noble: 

If I should die, think only this of me: 
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is forever England. 
A few months after writing this, Brooke died on a hospital 

ship from a mosquito bite that had become infected. He was 27 
years old. 

Contrast this with a poem written later in the war by 
Wilfred Owen. Describing the look of a dying soldier flung 
onto a wagon he writes: 

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace 
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,
His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin,
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs . . .
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory,
The old lie: Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori  

     [“Sweet and fitting it is to die for one’s country”]. 
Owen’s poems were a major voice then and now for critics of 

war. Meyer concludes: “The war really did change everything: 
not just borders, not just governments and the fate of nations, 
but the way people have seen the world and themselves ever 
since. It became a kind of hole in time, leaving the postwar 
world permanently disconnected from everything that had 
come before” (p. 544, emphasis in original).

Understanding the deeper, unseen war 

“In Flanders Fields,” which I quoted from earlier, should not 
be read as a glorification of war but as a sober wakeup call to 
the insanity of war. We have yet to fully grasp the far-reaching 
impact this world conflagration ignited. The demons of war 
were unleashed, bottled up for a time only to be let loose again 
in what is known as World War II, lasting from 1939 to 1945. 
The seeds of every major conflict since can be found in what 
began in 1914.

Yet we need to understand what was going on here on a 
deeper level—in fact, on a spiritual level. 

Psalm 2:1-3 asks: “Why do the nations rage, and the people 
plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against 
His Anointed, saying, ‘Let us break Their bonds in pieces and 
cast away Their cords from us.’” 

Here is a summation of history. Kingdoms, nations and 
peoples have made plans apart from God and His purpose. 
The wars and subsequent suffering are the fruit of a spirit of 
hostility and anger against God, against the idea of a Supreme 
Being who claims a moral certainty in all He does and all He 
has revealed to the world. 

The nations rage and set themselves in battle against each 
other. Humanity has been enslaved by long annals of wars. 
Jesus Christ warned that increasing “wars and rumors of wars” 
would be a sign of the times leading to His second coming. 
And yes, there is coming another period of world war that will 
dwarf anything we’ve seen previously. It will be so deadly, so 
devastating, that if not for God’s direct intervention, human 
extinction would be the result (Matthew 24:21-22).

Years ago I heard a story, whether apocryphal or not I don’t 
know, about a Himalayan monk who lamented the loss of his 
gods. “They all went to Europe in 1914 and have not returned,” 
he told a traveler. 

While reviewing accounts of the beginning of this terrible 
war, I am struck again at how avoidable it all appears to have 
been. Leaders and nations watched while an aggressive Ger-
many armed itself and grew ever more belligerent. In the fateful 
summer before hostilities broke out, there were frantic efforts 
to stay the dogs of war, but these proved futile. One reads the 
accounts and has to wonder why no one could summon the M
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Australian soldiers wait out a gas attack in Ypres, Belgium, in 1917.
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moral and spiritual qualities to halt the frenzy. Was something 
else at work—something unseen to the human eye? 

Revelation 16, which concerns a yet-future conflict, provides 
the answer. At a coming time of world turmoil, the prophesied 
crisis at the close of this age (see Daniel 12:1), a gathering of 
armies is summoned by spirits from the realm of evil. Notice: 
“Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river 
Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the 
kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean 
spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon [Satan], 
out of the mouth of the beast [a powerful dictator], and out of 
the mouth of the false prophet [a great religious leader falsely 
claiming to represent God]” (verses 12-13). 

Throughout history certain leaders have not spoken their 
own words or acted out their own plans, but have been agents 
of demons, carrying out the designs of the god of this age, Satan 
the devil (2 Corinthians 4:4). History books fail to discern 
this. No theory of geopolitics considers this revealed truth. But 
without this dimension of understanding it is impossible to 
really discern the past, present and especially the future.

When we look at the Long European War are we really 
seeing a larger spiritual war behind the scenes? Are we not 
looking at the impact of an unseen spirit world acting on 
human nature and turning the hearts of man against his fellow 
man? We are. Without this understanding, mankind remains 
ignorant of the underlying foundation of this world and how it 
really works. Understanding of not only the past legacy of war, 
but also of what lies ahead, is found in this truth of the Bible. 

Notice more from this end-time prophecy of the book of 
Revelation: “For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, 
which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to 
gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty . . . 
And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, 
Armageddon [that is, Megiddo in northern 
Israel]” (verses 14-16).

Setting the stage for the final battle

The saddest legacy of man’s history 
of war is that more war lies in the 
future. Nations have not understood the 
fundamental change of the human spirit required to quench 
the flames of anger, suspicion and hatred that erupt into 
conflict and bloodshed. 

What we have just read is a prophecy of the final battle 
when the kings and rulers of the earth set themselves against 
God. The ending of this battle will indeed be “the war to end 
all wars.” God “shall break them with a rod of iron” and “dash 
them to pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Psalm 2:9).

As I write this, U.S. President Donald Trump has spent two 
days in Brussels during this year’s NATO summit. He made 
headlines by his insistence that NATO member states live up 
to their agreement to spend 2 percent of their gross domestic 
product on military preparedness. His point was that it is not 
fair for the United States to be spending the largest proportion 
of money both by percentage and dollars to the defense of 
Europe while prosperous countries like Germany spend far 
less than their agreed-on share as they run up huge trade 
surpluses with America. 

While his point is certainly valid, watching this I had 

to wonder whether the president or any of his advisors 
understand European history. Calling for Europe to increase 
its arms spending is a recipe for another conflict. History 
teaches that nations that build vast armaments eventually 
will use those weapons in a war. Again, the principle of 
“unintended consequences” is at work. And yes, Europe 
will rearm and play a dominant role in a final worldwide 
conflagration that will threaten to annihilate all life on 
earth. (See “Europe providing for its defense: unintended 
consequences?” on page 18. And to learn more, download or 
read online our free study guide The Final Superpower.)

A global superpower led by Satan through evil leaders 

Revelation 13 gives us more background on the “Beast” and 
“False Prophet” that are led by demonic spirits to a climactic 
battle at Jesus Christ’s return. 

The term “Beast” in this chapter initially refers to an end-
time geopolitical superpower which, among other things, has 

the devil as the unseen force behind it (verse 4), leads people 
to worship Satan the devil (verse 4), is diametrically opposed 
to God (verses 5-6), persecutes and overcomes God’s faithful 
people (verse 7) and wields power over much of the earth 
(verse 7). 

The “Beast” also refers to a specific individual, the political 
dictator over the Beast empire.

This chapter also refers to “another beast” with the appear-
ance of a lamb though speaking like Satan the dragon (verse 
11), which performs miraculous signs that deceive much of the 
world and lead them into allegiance to the Beast (verses 12-14), 
using the power of this state to persecute and kill those who 
refuse to go along (verses 15-17). This refers to a false religion 
and its leader. 

This individual is also presented as the miracle-working 
False Prophet (Revelation 19:20), allied with the political 
dictator, who uses the authority of a great worldwide religion 
to advance their mutual interests (symbolized by an immoral, 
fallen woman riding a beast in Revelation 17:1-6). Together 
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Understanding of the causes of our past 
legacy of war, and also of what lies ahead for 

humanity, is found in the truth of the Bible.



B Tm a g a z i n e . o r g          •        September-October 2018     9          

they lead an alliance of 10 “kings” or rulers of nations or 
groups of nations that together form this coming end-time 
superpower (verses 12-13). 

Putting these prophetic pieces together, what we are seeing 
is the next phase of a millennia-old European dream of 
uniting the nations of Europe under a common government 
with the common goal of ruling the world—just as we saw in 
World Wars I and II. 

And these efforts will indeed lead to another world war—
one unlike anything witnessed in all of human history!

God’s intervention to save us from ourselves

Understand that it is not just military devastation that will 
plague the world at this time ahead of us. Chapters 6, 8 and 9 of 
the book of Revelation describe events that will take the lives of 
literally billions of people through warfare (6:4; 9:1-18), famine 
(6:5-6), disease (6:8) and horrifying natural disasters (8:7-13). 

As the military powers of the world gather in the Middle  

East and the fate of the human race hangs in the balance, res-
cue for the world will come from an unexpected source! Yet 
that source will not at first be welcome.

Revelation 19:11-21 describes what will happen then: “Now 
I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who 
sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 
He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written 
that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe 
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.”

This is none other than the returning Jesus Christ! But now 
he comes to earth not to offer His life as a sacrifice for the sins 
of mankind, but as conquering King who will put an end to all 
human rebellion against God!

“And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth 
goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. 
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself 
treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with 
a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of 
heaven, ‘Come and gather together for the supper of the great  
 

God, that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains,  
the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who  
sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both 
small and great.’

“And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on 
the horse and against His army. Then the beast was captured, 
and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his 
presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark 
of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two 
were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from 
the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were 
filled with their flesh.”

A world of peace at last

With the last great human armies wiped out here and in a 
subsequent battle that will follow not long after, as described  

in Ezekiel 38-39, peace will 
at last begin to settle over the 
entire earth. A magnificent 
prophecy from Isaiah 2:3-4 
describes how peoples from 
all over the world will begin 
to learn and practice God’s 

way of peace. Jerusalem, long the center of conflict, will be the 
center of God’s truth and way of life:

“Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He 
will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ For out 
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke 
many people; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.”

Sadly, World War I was not the war to end all wars. Neither 
was the Second World War a generation later. The world will 
see more Flanders Fields before it sees the end of war. 

If we were to rewrite the lines of the poem “In Flanders 
Fields,” we might have the dead say to the living: “Stop the 
quarrel with the foe. Lay down your arms. Beat your spears 
into pruning hooks and your swords into plowshares. Instead 
of learning war, learn the way to peace!” The words of the 
prophet Isaiah would be a better epitaph for the dead from any 
war of the past.

I often wonder if my father looked at the poem he quoted 
from the perspective of peace rather than fighting. An uncle of 
mine once told me, several years after my father died, that when 
the Korean War broke out in 1950 the U.S. Army was looking to 
draft veterans from World War II. My uncle and my dad were 
talking about the prospect of their being called up to serve.

“They’d better bring three men to get me,” my dad said, 
“because I’m not going back.” He had seen enough of war, 
watched enough men die and saw enough bodies buried. He 
wanted no more. 

Now, 100 years after the end of the so-called war to end all 
wars, we wait for the day when peace is learned—not war. Can 
you imagine it? How comforting is the truth that this will really 
happen—and that God tells us how it will come about!Sc
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LEARN MORE
Over the centuries mankind has fought for 
peace, longed for peace and prayed for peace 
—but all in vain. Will we ever see peace? If so, 
how will it come about? Download or request 
your free study guide The Gospel of the 
Kingdom today!  

BTmagazine.org/booklets

As the militaries of the world gather in the Middle 
East and the fate of humanity hangs in the balance, 
rescue will come from an unexpected source!
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For the second time this year, I wasn’t sure 
how to feel when I saw U.S. President Donald 
Trump smiling and shaking hands with an 
international foe—this time with Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin after some tense meetings with 

America’s European allies. The previous time came a couple 
months before in a meeting with North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un that stunned many.

Thinking about these encounters gives rise to larger questions 
about achieving peace in the world.

President Trump’s meetings with Kim and Putin

In the earlier get-together, it was strange to see the camara-
derie between the most powerful man in the world and a rogue 
dictator, with slaps on the back as among old pals. Not just 
any rogue dictator, but one who has severely oppressed and 
harmed his own people and had recently made threats against 
the United States as well as neighboring East Asian nations.

Prior to this the United States had slapped sanctions on 
North Korea because of its refusal to end its nuclear program. 
President Trump had chided Kim, mocking him as “Rocket 
Man” for his continued attempts to develop long-range 
nuclear-capable missiles, even ones to reach the U.S. Pacific 
coast. Back in January President Trump tweeted that while 
Kim has a nuclear button on his desk, “I too have a Nuclear 
Button, but it is a much bigger & more powerful one than his, 
and my Button works!”

Despite this history a meeting was arranged for these 
two to sit down and discuss the denuclearization of North 

Korea along with some other peacekeeping topics. And after 
much politicking, the meeting even being called off and later 
rescheduled with a different venue, it actually happened.

Many in the media and opponents of Mr. Trump quickly 
derided him for even deigning to meet with Kim. Fast forward 
to President Trump shaking hands with Putin, another bad 
guy on the world scene. The two conducted a joint press 
conference after their private meeting. There was an imme-
diate backlash to Mr. Trump’s apparent acceptance of Putin’s 
adamant denial of Russia’s interference in the 2016 U.S. 
election. President Trump was asked why he had more trust in 
the Russian president than in U.S. intelligence findings. Most 
pundits were not satisfied with his answer.

Since taking office, Mr. Trump’s tactics have not been those of 
a typical politician. He stated in the press conference: “I would 
rather take a political risk in pursuit of peace, than to risk peace 
in pursuit of politics. As president, I will always put what is best 
for America and what is best for the American people.” 

President Trump left the Singapore meeting with Kim 
saying “we got everything” we wanted. Yet press analysts have 
said that the document signed was vague and that we shouldn’t 
put a lot of confidence in it.

Personally, after everything has settled I can say that I’m 
grateful for a peaceful meeting. It’s better than the alternative. 
I’d like to give the president the benefit of the doubt and 
recognize his meeting with a madman as a chess play to keep 
peace in the world.

The president noted on July 15 on Twitter: “There hasn’t 
been a missile or rocket fired in 9 months in North Korea, iro
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Can our leaders ever negotiate peace? Can we experience it in our  
personal lives? What will it take for the world to finally know rest?

by Rudy Rangel

Will We Ever Achieve
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there have been no nuclear tests and we got back our hostages. 
Who knows how it will all turn out in the end, but why isn’t 
the Fake News [by which he means the mainstream media 
giving a slanted presentation of the news] talking about these 
wonderful facts?”

The same goes for the benefits of meeting with Putin on 
friendly terms. After Mr. Trump reaffirmed in a July 16 tweet 
that he has great confidence in his intelligence people, he said, 
“However, I also recognize that in order to build a brighter 
future, we cannot exclusively focus on the past—as the world’s 
two largest nuclear powers, we must get along!” 

Yet even in a best-case scenario of complete nuclear dis-
armament by North Korea and positive relations between 
Russia and the West, it all still feels like a Band-Aid rather 
than a permanent solution to the conflict in the world. There is 
still a great deal of global unrest. In my lifetime I’ve seen how 
things can change very quickly on the world scene. As America 
learned the hard way, one terrorist attack can forever change 
the safety and security of a nation for decades. 

Why is peace between the nations so elusive? Will we 
ever achieve peace? Can we achieve it by negotiations and 
politicking? Can we simply elect the right people to just fix 
everything and rid ourselves of the unrest?

Ongoing war—right up to the end

When in history can we find times of peace? The Pax 
Romana—the period of relative peace and stability of the 
Roman Empire during its height—comes to mind. But even 
that was only within the confines of the empire to a certain 
extent, and only because Rome conquered and oppressed 

subject peoples, which did not seem so peaceful to all of them. 
Is that the high water mark of peace, the best we can hope to 
achieve?

Regrettably, we see in Bible prophecy that there will be war 
right up to the end of this age. When Jesus Christ returns, 
appearing in the sky on a white horse, it will be in the midst 
of an ongoing global war, and the nations’ armies will turn to 
fight Him!

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. 
And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness He judges and makes war . . . And I saw the 
beast [an evil dictator], the kings of the earth, and their armies, 
gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the 
horse and against His army” (Revelation 19: 11, 19).

Jesus will be coming to bring restoration to the earth, but 
only after He unleashes judgment on a generation whose 
every thought is evil. It will be a one-sided battle, with Jesus 
defeating them all in a display of great power.

The armies at this prophesied event are not like ancient 
forces who fought with swords, shields, spears, and bows and 
arrows. These will be the most powerful armies humanity has 
ever seen. 

Jesus describes the kind of firepower the armies of the world 
will be capable of in stating: “For then there will be great 
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the 
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those 
days were shortened [cut short from running their course], no 
flesh would be saved [alive]; but for the elect’s sake [the sake of 
God’s chosen people] those days will be shortened” (Matthew 
24:21-22).

This can seem scary, right? In reading scriptures like this, 
one can become overwhelmed with anxiety about what is 
foretold to happen. And from the headlines it’s easy to see a lot 
of reasons people would fear. 

It’s not just the nukes in North Korea or tensions with Russia 
that are alarming. Other places in the world are producing 
frightening scenarios that go beyond local borders and have us 
all on edge. 

The Middle East, for example, is always in some turmoil. 
Iran, despite recent agreements, still wants to become a nuclear 
power. We have seen terrible dictators in Africa committing 
genocide against their own people. We are in desperate need  
of peace!

The disciples asked Jesus about the end of the age and what 
it would be like. Jesus warned that there would be wars and 
rumors of wars, confirming that we won’t solve these problems 
ourselves. He then told them: “See that you are not troubled; 
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet” 
(Matthew 24:6).

The prophesied armies will wield enough destructive force 
to annihilate the entire world. Jesus will have to intervene at 
that time so we don’t destroy ourselves! 

This sounds bleak. It makes 
peace talks sound futile. 
Still, we aren’t to be troubled 
by these things. Those of us 
looking to God shouldn’t live a 
life of fear, waiting for the shoe 
to drop and the world to erupt 

on us. God is fully aware of what is happening, and He will 
allow the terrible events ahead to continue only temporarily. 
He will intervene when the time is right. Until then we can be 
comforted by what Jesus told His disciples: “See that you are 
not troubled.” 

Corrupted nature behind human warfare

Given that war is so costly, destructive and wasteful, why 
does it continue?

Since the time of the Garden of Eden the human race has 
rejected God. Satan used a tactic on Adam and Eve that was 
very appealing to our human desire for knowledge. He told 
them, “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Full 
understanding, knowledge and wisdom are what Satan said 
the results would be for eating of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.

Part of the deception of Satan is that we can make every-
thing right on our own. All of the wars and rocket attacks 
and political posturing can be put right if we just talk to one 
another and work it out. We can do it—or so we imagine. All 
we have to do is shake enough hands and compromise with 
our neighbors and we can achieve peace. iro
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But that’s part of the lie. We took of the forbidden tree 
because we wanted to know as God does and determine things 
for ourselves. We think, “We’ve got this . . .” Let’s just get 
behind the right candidate, join peace protests or push to have 
the United Nations step in. Satan has fooled us into thinking 
we are capable of achieving peace without God directing us. 
It’s just not true.

The Bible states: “Where do wars and fights come from 
among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure 
that war in your members? You lust and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war” (James 
4:1-2). Where we have our corrupt human nature, which is 
influenced by Satan, we will have wars—period. 

Where does that leave us? Do we end up in an ever-escalating 
world of violence? That is not what God desires for us.

What is the battle for a Christian?

God sent His Son to earth with a mission. He was to live 
perfectly as an example to His followers. He also came to 
establish His Church, His Spirit-led group of followers in 
this age—to continue the work He began. After He died, was 
resurrected and ascended into heaven, His followers continued 
on. Those of His Church don’t live by the same mentality as 
those around them. They strive to live by the lifestyle that is 
expected in God’s coming Kingdom.

Yet believe it or not, Christians are still at war. Not the  
wars we read about in headlines and news feeds. Rather, our 
battle rages on in the spiritual realm: “For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12, English Standard 
Version). Satan and his demons are always trying to 
influence God’s people into sinful corruption.

The battle of a Christian is to spend a life of 
over-coming the very nature Adam and Eve suc-
cumbed to in the Garden. “For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal [of physical flesh] but mighty in God 
for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments  
and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge 
of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obe-
dience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). And: “You therefore 
must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”  
(2 Timothy 2:3).

This does not sound like a peaceful calling—but overcom-
ing these hostile spiritual forces does bring peace. It’s a peace 
that will affect you on a very personal level. It’s a peace God is 
calling you to today.

Jesus was the chief ambassador of a new world that is 
coming. He is going to establish a Kingdom of peace and will 
usher in a new era without war and fighting. The seeds of that 
Kingdom are being sown today, and the people whom God is 
working with are living examples of that peace to come.

“Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone 
has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you,  
so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, 
which is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule  

in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and 
be thankful” (Colossians 3:12-15, emphasis added).

Letting the peace of God “rule” in your heart is an interest-
ing way to describe how we should be living and overcoming. 
The Greek term here gives the sense, from related usage, of our 

yielding to the call of an umpire in sports. An umpire knows 
the rules and makes judgments in situations. Yielding to God’s 
peace means submitting to His laws, which define His way of 
life of outflowing, loving concern, leading to peace.

From inner peace to world peace

When we yield to God’s peace we can live free from fear— 
free from the fear of what we see on the world scene. We can 
also live free from the fears we have in our personal lives. 
Yielding to God’s rule gives a peace that surpasses under-
standing (Philippians 4:7). If you have fears about finances, 
health problems or interpersonal issues, you can let the peace  
of God rule in your heart. 

But to experience this peace, you have to yield to Him in 
all areas of your life. You have to make God and His coming 
Kingdom your priority. 

Jesus promised this peace to His followers: “Peace I leave 
with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do  
I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid” (John 14:27).

Jesus differentiated the peace He offers from the peace we 
can achieve on our own. When we read about the wars and 

Knowing God, knowing His truth and 
living by His Word brings wonderful 

assurance, comfort and real peace.
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political wrangling in the world today, we can see that the peace 
of God is absent. We can see that leaders are putting their own 
selfish interests first and don’t really know the way to peace in 
international dealings. When it comes to maintaining peace 
in our world today, it typically comes because one nation’s 
military might is stronger than the adversary’s.

When Jesus said, “My peace I give to you,” He wasn’t offering 
something superficial. He was offering something that only the 
God of peace can offer. How, then, do you acquire this peace? 

Peace is an element of “the fruit of the Spirit.” Before 
ascending to heaven Jesus instructed His disciples to go into all 
nations preaching all they had learned, making disciples and 
baptizing them (Mark 16:16-16; Matthew 28:19). The repentant 
who were baptized would receive the Holy Spirit through the 
laying on of hands by a minister of God (Acts 2:38; Acts 8:14-
18; 1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6-7; Hebrews 6:1-2).

Yielding to the Spirit gives you the power to grow in all 
the attributes it produces: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And 
those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying 
one another” (Galatians 5:22-26).

In receiving the Holy Spirit you begin seeing these attributes 
in your life. You can harness and take on these powerful char-
acteristics by the power of this amazing gift. It still takes work 
on your part—striving to overcome your own nature as well as 
the influences of the corrupt culture around you. 

But success comes only with God’s help through Christ. And 
in giving your life to God you receive a peace you weren’t capable 
of before. Knowing God, knowing His truth and living by His 
Word brings wonderful assurance, comfort and real peace.

This will ultimately be the pathway to peace and salvation 
for all mankind!

In the future, Jesus at His return will gather all those who 
are His and set the world straight. He will lead the nations into 
peace. There will be no more of the politicking we see today—
no more incitement to nations fighting one another. We will 
have a perfect King reigning supreme.

The prophet Isaiah gives us an amazing picture of that 
time to come: “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy 
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea. And in that day there shall be 
a Root of Jesse [the Messiah, Jesus], who shall stand as a banner 
to the people; for the Gentiles [all nations] shall seek Him, and 
His resting place shall be glorious” (Isaiah 11:9-10).

Then at last there will truly be world peace. What a beautiful 
future we have ahead of us!

LEARN MORE

Jesus Christ brought a message of good 
news—of how the world will finally know 
peace through the reign of Jesus Christ on 
earth in the Kingdom of God. To learn more, 
download or request our free study guide 
The Gospel of the Kingdom today! 

BTmagazine.org/booklets ucg.org/learnmore

Beyond Today Television

Bible Study Guides

Video Bible Study Series

You’ll find much more great 
biblical material on our  

website, including

Check us out 
online!

plus video sermons, our 
12-part Beyond Today Bible 

Study Course and lots more!
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T his year marks 100 years since the end of what was 
called “the war to end all wars.” From 1914 to 1918, 
following the assassination of the Austrian archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, humanity found itself embroiled in 

a conflict the likes of which the world had never seen. It was to 
become the deadliest human conflict in history thus far, killing 
approximately 16 million, and wounding 25 million more. 

Sadly, it would be eclipsed only a few decades later by World 
War II, but at the time no one had experienced anything like 
World War I before. 

After four long years of bloody conflict, the war ended on Nov. 
11, 1918, afterward marked annually as Armistice Day. However 
the deaths didn’t stop. In fact, it was only the beginning.

A deadly killer—the 1918 Spanish Flu

In the early months of 1918, people in Europe, the United 
States and Asia began getting sick with an illness that brought 
on fevers, nausea, body aches and diarrhea. Initially, the first 
wave of the illness was relatively benign, and most individuals 
who contracted it recovered. The disease was discovered to be 
a form of influenza. And, as expected, when the normal flu 
season ended things seemed to improve.

That improvement was short-lived, however. As the late 
spring and summer months went on and the fall of 1918 
began, a second wave of influenza had begun to spread. By 

October and November the entire world was dealing with the 
repercussions.

What set this second wave apart from the first was its viru-
lence and the rapid onset of death in those who contracted the 
illness. Some who came down with this variant of influenza 
died within hours of exhibiting symptoms, their skin turning 
blue and dark spots appearing on their cheeks. Their lungs 
filled with a frothy red fluid, and they suffocated to death. 

Around the world, the numbers infected by this insidious 
virus and the numbers who died after contracting it grew 
rapidly, and a curious thing was discovered—this particular 
variant of influenza disproportionately killed people in the 
prime of their life. 

While most illnesses tend to cause higher mortality rates in 
the very young and the elderly, the 1918 Spanish Flu outbreak 
was different. The highest mortality was found in populations 
aged 15 to 44, the people who would seem to have been more 
able to successfully survive the illness. 

In fact, so many in this demographic died between 1918 and 
1919 that the U.S. life expectancy was lowered by 12 years.

As the virus spread around the globe, it infected an esti-
mated 500 million people—a third of the world population 
in 1918. There were few areas around the world that hadn’t 
been affected by the virus, and few families that hadn’t been 
impacted. When the dust settled at the end of 1919 and the 

On the heels of World War I, the most deadly war in human history up to  
that time, came an even deadlier killer—an influenza epidemic that killed  
millions. Does Bible prophecy indicate we may see such epidemics again? 

by Ben Light
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early months of 1920, between 20 and 50 million people had lost 
their lives in this pandemic. 

The actual death toll numbers are impossible to ascertain 
since most countries weren’t able to keep accurate records due 
to the large numbers of those who died, but all historians agree 
that the virus killed more than the war did.

The war itself certainly contributed to its spread as large-scale 
worldwide troop movements, importing of mercenary soldiers 
from every corner of the world, and the cramped and highly 
unsanitary wartime conditions helped contribute to the rapid 
spread of the virus in the late summer and early fall of 1918.

Some historians actually credit the Spanish Flu and its 
spread with weakening the Central Powers and helping to lead 
to the Nov. 11 truce. 

Certainly the virus had changed the world.

The world is not ready

As I write this article, I’m sitting in seat 10C on a Boeing  
737-800 on my way back home from Los Angeles. On this plane 
are approximately 160 individuals who just passed through one 
of the busiest international airports in the country, LAX, at 
some point in time today. Some likely made connecting flights 
from other parts of the world on their way back to or through 
our flight’s destination of Portland, Oregon.

In the row behind me a woman has been coughing for the 
past five minutes. Those aerosolized droplets will intermingle 

with the cabin air and circulate through the aircraft, poten-
tially infecting those with compromised immune systems 
or who are otherwise worn down and more susceptible to 
infection down the road.

Personally, I feel fine. However, as I went through Los Angeles 
today, I came into contact with dozens of people—any of whom 
could potentially be vectors for contagious disease. Each person 
on this plane has a similar story: Throughout their travels, wher- 
ever they may have been and are going, they also came into con-
tact with dozens of people, who had been in contact with dozens 
of other people, and at every interaction there is the potential to 
spread disease. They may not exhibit symptoms now, but they 

could carry the illness home, coming down sick in a few days 
and spreading it to family members or coworkers.

This same scenario is duplicated hundreds of thousands of 
times each day around the world. According to the website 
FlightRadar24, the day of this flight, July 10, saw a record 
number of flights tracked around the world—204,147 total. 
When we consider the sheer number of personal interactions 
the individuals on those planes experienced, it’s not hard 
to imagine how quickly something could quickly spread to 
become a worldwide pandemic.

Ebola—a case study in how quickly diseases could spread

In 1918, when the Spanish Influenza outbreak spread 
around the world killing tens of millions of people, instanta-
neous air travel wasn’t a factor. A person could not be in 
Seattle one minute and 12 hours later land in Amsterdam, or 
vice versa. In 1918 travel by ship was the primary means of 
international travel—which took time. Today, with modern 
transportation, a person can be exposed to a disease in one 
location and ultimately transport it to anywhere in the world 
by hopping on a flight.

For example, between 2013 and 2016, the Ebola virus spread 
throughout Western Africa, infecting more than 28,000 
people and killing more than 11,000. The epicenter was the city 
of Gueckedou, a border town in Guinea that’s a major trading 
center along a regional crossroads leading into Sierra Leone 
and Liberia. 

On Dec. 6, 2013, a 2-year-old boy contracted the disease and 
died, but not before he infected his grandmother and 3-year-old 
sister. Two mourners who attended his grandmother’s funeral 
contracted the disease and carried it home to their villages where 
it began to slowly spread. A health worker who helped treat the 
grandmother and sister carried it to another village where more 
and more people began to be infected. 

Before long, Guinea, Sierra Leone and a number of other 
West African countries were experiencing large-scale Ebola 
outbreaks. Typically Ebola outbreaks in Africa are smaller 
and isolated and able to be brought under control in a matter 
of months. This time, however, the virus continued to spread, 
and instead of remaining localized it was spread for the first 

time by air travel.
In early July of 2014, Patrick 

Sawyer, a Liberian-American, 
contracted Ebola after his sister 
died from the disease in Liberia. 
He boarded a flight to Nigeria, and 
became ill and began to exhibit 

symptoms on the flight. Upon landing at Muhammed Murtala 
Airport in Lagos, he collapsed and was rushed to the hospital 
where he later died. 

While he was in the hospital, the disease spread to a nurse 
and doctor who treated him there, both of whom died, as well 
as to others he came into contact with. Over a three-month 
period, 20 people had become infected, including Mr. Sawyer, 
and eight had died.

Another individual, Eric Thomas Duncan, a Liberian 
national, boarded a flight from Monrovia, Liberia, to Dallas, 
Texas. While he didn’t exhibit symptoms on the plane, he 
became ill once he had landed and was admitted to a hospital Ph
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A virus can change the world. Some historians 
credit the spread of Spanish Flu with weakening 
the Central Powers and the end of World War I. 

H1N1 verstion of the Flu virus magnified thousands of times.
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a few days later. He infected two of the nurses who treated 
him before he too died from the disease. Similar situations 
occurred in England, Italy and Spain with passen-gers who 
traveled to those countries by air during the 2013-2016 
outbreak.

In an attempt to prevent continued transmission, many 
West African countries restricted travel to and from Ebola-
infected areas. This slowed down the spread. Eventually the 
measures worked, the disease burned itself out and no new 
cases were discovered. West Africa’s outbreak was declared 
over on June 9, 2016. 

As frightening as the Ebola outbreak of 2013-2016 was, 
particularly for West African countries, most epidemiologists 
agree that Ebola isn’t likely to become a pandemic. It isn’t 
virulent enough, and if proper quarantine and protective 
precautions are taken, the disease is relatively manageable. 

Nightmare scenario—another flu pandemic

A disease that keeps epidemiologists awake at night is H7N9 
Influenza. H7N9 is a variant of avian flu that has broken out in 
Asia several times over the past several years. Influenza viruses 
are notorious for their ability to mutate within hosts, and 
through the waves of outbreaks, the virus has mutated to the 
point that it can be transmitted from birds to people, and then 
to other people.  

In a recent outbreak, of those who contracted H7N9 Influ-
enza 88 percent got pneumonia, 75 percent ended up in inten-
sive care, and 40 percent died. In a fifth wave of outbreaks in 
China in 2017, the virus demonstrated resistance to antiviral 
drugs typically used to treat influenza, and a worrisome 
mutation has allowed it to now spread easily by air. 

A 2017 study that examined this strain, published in the 
journal Cell Host & Microbe, illustrated the potentially devas-
tating effects if H7N9 were to continue on its present course. The 
study found that this particular strain had mutated into a highly 
pathogenic form of the virus that spread easily by air and was 
highly lethal. 

Dr. Michael Osterholm, the director of the University of 
Minnesota’s Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy, 
stated: “The study is another very stark reminder that we could 
be sitting on top of a global time bomb with H7N9. There are 
large gaps in pandemic preparedness, and if H7N9 triggers a 
pandemic, the vaccine would play a limited role” (emphasis 
added throughout).

Imagine a scenario where a large-scale outbreak of highly 
infectious, drug- and vaccine-resistant H7N9 influenza breaks 

out in China. Beijing has the second-busiest airport in the 
world. More than 94 million people traveled through it in 
2016, an average of 258,000 per day. Exposed and carrying the 
virus, those infected land in one of the 260 different cities that 
have nonstop flights out of Beijing. How many dozens of other 
people would each of these passengers come into contact with 
upon landing? The results could be catastrophic.

A study carried out by Johns Hopkins University earlier 
this year simulated a new pathogen—one no more dangerous 
than other known pathogens—that could be spread by 
coughing. The study concluded that governments are woefully 
underprepared for such an outbreak that could kill up to 900 
million people, more than a tenth of the world’s population.

Prophetic implications: Deadly epidemics to come

For years people have wondered what the end times before 
Jesus Christ returns will be like. In Matthew 24:3, Jesus’ disciples 
asked Him directly: “Tell us, when will these things be? And  
what will be the sign of Your coming, and the end of the age?” 

Then, throughout Matthew 24, He described the conditions 
that will usher in the end of the age and His coming. He 
described religious deception, wars and rumors of wars, 
famines, pestilence and earthquakes. He went on to state 
in Matthew 24:8 that these are the beginning of sorrows or 
of “birth pains” (New International Version). He goes on to 
describe persecutions, false prophets, lawlessness and the love 
of many growing cold. 

As we look at the world around us, there have been wars and 
rumors of wars. We have experienced famines, earthquakes 
and, of course, pestilences in the past.

Did Jesus Christ return after World War I and the influenza 
outbreak of 1918? No—which tells us that what is ultimately 
being described in Matthew 24 is still yet to occur. There will 
be wars and rumors of wars between now and the return 
of Jesus Christ. There will be religious deception, ongoing 
famines, earthquakes and pestilence. 

The four horsemen of Revelation

We should understand World War I and the 1918 influenza 
outbreak in terms of birth pangs, as we just noted in Matthew 
24:8. As human labor begins, the contractions start, and they 
increase in frequency and intensity until the point of birth. 
Likewise, these events in the early 1900s, and even before that, 
were the beginnings of the contractions, and they will increase 
in frequency and intensity as we get closer to the return of 
Jesus Christ.
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In the prophetic book of Revelation, the apostle John recorded 
visions from God given through Jesus Christ in which the con-
ditions of the end times were revealed. Through a series of scrolls 
and seals, John was provided witness to the events of the end 
time, with some elements literal and some symbolic.

In the first part of Revelation 6, Christ reveals four horsemen 
loosed on the earth that bring the events described in Matthew 
24:7-8 to fruition. As they ride, each provides a different 
aspect of Matthew 24—religious deception, war, famine and 
plague, including disease epidemics and natural disasters, 
accompanied by death. 

Verses 1-2: “Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the 
seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with  
a voice like thunder, ‘Come and see.’ And I looked, and behold, 

a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was 
given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.” 
This is the religious deception Jesus spoke of—a conquering 
false Christianity, a distortion of the image of Christ returning 
on a white horse later in the book. 

Verses 3-4: “When He opened the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, ‘Come and see.’ Another horse, 
fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it 
to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one 
another; and there was given to him a great sword.” This is 
clearly war. 

Verses 5-6: “When He opened the third seal, I heard the 
third living creature say, ‘Come and see.’ So I looked, and 
behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales  
 

in his hand. And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living 
creatures saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the 
wine.’” This illustrates a time of scarcity and extremely high 
food costs—and thus famine for many. 

Verses 7-8: “When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature saying, ‘Come and see.’ So  
I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who 
sat on it was Death, and Hades [the grave] followed with him. 
And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to  
kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts  
of the earth.”  

The pale horse presents the sickly color of those with 
disease. We further see killing by war, famine and deathly 
plague. The beasts here could include animals as carriers 
of disease, such as rats and mosquitoes, and perhaps even 
microscopic pathogens.

Frightening times ahead, but hope beyond that

As we see here, these four horsemen combined were given 
power over a fourth of the earth. If you take the current 
population of this planet, roughly 7.6 billion—one fourth 
equals nearly two billion people dying by warfare, famine, 
plagues of diseases and natural disasters and the beasts of the 
earth. By this point, the intensity and frequency of the birth 
pangs will have increased significantly in the events leading  
up to the return of Jesus Christ. 

Prophetically, the Bible indicates a coming time of great 
difficulty to engulf our planet—a time 
like no one has ever seen before, nor 
will ever see again. It will be a time 
God will have to cut short or no flesh 
would be saved alive (Matthew 24:21-
22). Included in that difficult time will 
be terrible pandemics that will cause 

great destruction across the globe—pandemics that together 
will far surpass the death tolls of the 1918 influenza outbreak. 

Although our world today is vastly more technologically 
advanced, that ironically sets the stage through modern 
transportation and globalization for such pandemics to spread 
with astounding speed. All it will take is one “patient zero” 
somewhere in the world to begin the process, and when the 
dust settles billions could be dead.

Our modern technology has also enabled people to weapon-
ize pathogens in biological warfare. Thus some of the terrible 
pandemics to come may be man-made. 

We can take heart, however, in spite of the catastrophes 
to come, that the same God who has foretold these horrible 
conditions has also told us of the wonderful Kingdom age that 
will follow. It is in the promises of the coming Kingdom of 
God that we place our hope. 

When the tribulation is over, Jesus Christ will return tri-
umphantly, and the Kingdom of God will be ushered in to rule 
over all nations.

Even though all of the prophesied difficulties will get worse 
and worse—deception, wars, famines, pestilences, earth-
quakes and other disasters—we have no need to worry. We can 
put our faith in the promises of our great God who is sending 
Christ to save us! ty

kh
yi

/1
23

RF

LEARN MORE
What does Bible prophecy reveal about the 
time of the end? What is foretold to happen, 
and when? Why will these things come to 
pass? To learn more, download or request 
our free study guide Are We Living in the 
Time of the End? 

BTmagazine.org/booklets

Through modern transportation, our techno-
logically advanced world sets the stage for  
pandemics to spread with astounding speed.
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Watch the Beyond Today TV program!
WGN America (on cable) 
Saturday 5:00 a.m. ET, 4:00 a.m. CT, 5:00 a.m. MT (except satellite and 
single-feed cable), 5:00 a.m. PT and 5:00 a.m. in Alaska and Hawaii 
Sunday 8:30 a.m. ET, 7:30 a.m. CT, 8:30 a.m. MT (except satellite and 
single-feed cable), 8:30 a.m. PT and 8:30 a.m. in Alaska and Hawaii
To �nd the WGN America channel locations in your area visit wgnamerica.com/channel-�nder/ 
and enter your zip code. This will show providers and channels for WGN America in your area.
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READER UPDATES: Go to ucg.org/BTupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news,  
important announcements and more from the publishers of Beyond Today.

“The only thing we learn from history  
is that we learn nothing from history.”

—German philosopher Friedrich Hegel, 1770-1831 

Acentury ago the world saw the end of World War I,  
the greatest bloodbath in human history up to that 
time. Yet only a generation later another world war 

followed�followed by still more wars. Today our head-
lines are �lled with bad news�war, 
famine, terrorism, corruption, social 
breakdown, crime and more. 
Why can�t we learn from our tragic his-
tory? With all this bad news, what kind 
of future can we look forward to?
Almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus Christ 
came bringing a vital message from 
God for the world. That message was 

�the gospel of the kingdom of God� (Mark 1:14). The 

word gospel means �good news.� But what was this 
good news Jesus Christ brought? What is the Kingdom 
of which He spoke? Does it have anything to do with the 
problems that threaten us today, and what does it have to 
do with your life?
Most people don�t understand the truth about the King-
dom of God. Yet it is the central theme of the Bible�
and truly the best news the world could ever hear!
In our free study guide The Gospel of the Kingdom you�ll 
discover the exciting truth of the message Jesus Christ 
brought. This publication shows you, from the pages 
of your Bible, exactly what that message of good news 
is�and what it means for you and your loved ones. 
Download or request your free copy today! 

Request or download your free copy at BTmagazine.org/booklets


