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News Reader’s Digest Ad to Run in 10 Million April Copies
At a Glance

Larry Salyer to
Lead Media Team
In order to provide additional manpower and expertise to the Church’s
rapidly growing media efforts, the
Council of Elders approved President
Clyde Kilough’s request to bring Larry Salyer to the home office. He will
serve as the new operation manager for
Media and Communications Services.
“It has always been exciting to
participate in the Church’s work of
preaching the gospel to the world,”
said Mr. Salyer. “I am anxious to get
involved in the day-to-day efforts of
the Media and Communications Services department, as both the Council
and the administration step up plans to
reach our fellow man with the good
news of God’s Kingdom.
“I want to thank Peter Eddington and
his staff for laying a good foundation

■ Preaching the gospel
gains momentum with
ads also to appear in 4.5
million American Baby and
Parents magazines in April
and May.

booklets in Reader’s Digest,
American Baby and Parents
magazines. Since then, we
have negotiated some very
favorable prices for printing
and insertion of our advertising inserts.

As announced Dec. 10, due to positive income in excess of our budget,
a half million dollars has been made
available to increase the subscriber
bases in several of our publications.
Some of these funds are now being
used to advertise The Good News and

The Details
How much can the proverbial “widow’s mite” buy
today to publish the gospel of
the Kingdom of God? As it
turns out, a great deal. A twopage insert, which includes

a tear-off reply card,
placed in all 10 million copies of the
April 2007 U.S.
edition of Reader’s
Digest, will cost less
than 2½ cents each.
Larger-size inserts in
4,550,000 copies of
the April 2007 issue
of American Baby
and the May 2007
issue of Parents will
Insert that will appear in cost under 3½ cents
each.
April American Baby

Corps and
Challenger II
Plans Discussed

by David Register

for future growth, and I look forward
to working alongside them.”
The target date for this appointment
will be May or June, when the Salyers
can move to Cincinnati and a new pastor can take his place in Salt Lake City,
Utah, and Grand Junction, Colorado.
“Mr. Salyer brings to the table a long
history of administrative and management background in the Church, much
of which involved media matters,” said
See “News at a Glance,” page 2

United Statistics
World News and Prophecy
Up 138 Percent in
4 Years (Jan. issues)
40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

2003 2004

2005

2006 2007

See “Ads,” page 7

Eighth ABC Class Begins Character Quest United Youth

ABC orientation Jan. 7; students with ABC instructor Gary Antion at reception (photos by Janet Treadway)

Larry and Judy Salyer

Our ad in Reader’s Digest will offer
a subscription to The Good News and a
copy of our booklet The Middle East in
Bible Prophecy. Readers of Parents and
American Baby magazines will also be
offered a Good News subscription and
our newest booklet, Marriage and
Family: The Missing Dimension.
It has been seven years since we were
last able to advertise in Reader’s Digest,
so we are very pleased to be able to do
so again. Advertising in Parents and
American Baby magazines will be a

On Jan. 6 and 7, the Cincinnati East congregation
and the home office staff welcomed the eighth class of
Ambassador Bible Center, and classes began Jan. 8.
The afternoon Sabbath services Jan. 6 were devoted
to the 2007 theme, “Building Godly Character,” with
split sermons given by Jim Franks and Clyde Kilough.

About 150 people attended the orientation on Sunday, including students, family members, faculty and
home office staff. After five months of preparation, the
faculty eagerly greeted the new students and explained
the ins and outs of the seven-month program.
This year, additional classes were added to the curSee “ABC,” page 4

UCG to Offer Jordan “Ambassadors for Peace” Feast
by Cory Erickson, Doug
Horchak and Charles Melear

The United Church of God is pleased
to again offer its brethren around the
world a 2007 Feast site in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan.
The 2007 site carries forward the spiritual theme of “Ambassadors for Peace”
as the overriding theme for the United
Church of God’s gospel efforts in the
Middle East. In this vein, the Jordan site
will include a service project as well as
visits and speeches by the Jordanian royalty and dignitaries so that our brethren
can learn more about important issues in
the region and how the Church can better cooperate, promote peace and preach
the gospel in the Middle East.
The 2007 site is a continuation of our
ongoing, consistent involvement in the

region that will also include other opportunities in the future, including Youth
Corps and other projects.
An exciting focus this year is “Desert and Ocean Adventure in the Holy
Land.” Adventure opportunities include
scuba diving and snorkeling in the
world-renowned Red Sea, a four-wheel
tour and bedouin lunch in the Wadi Rum
desert romanticized by Lawrence of
Arabia, as well as planned hikes in the
ancient Nabataean city of Petra.
We will also conduct a hillside church
service in the ancient Christian refuge
city of Pella that includes a beautiful
view of the Jordan Valley. The 2007
Feast will move between three locations—Amman (six nights), Petra (one
night) and Aqaba (two nights).
Jordan remains an oasis of stability and
security in a region that continually expe-

riences turmoil. With the blessing of the
Jordanian royal family, the group will be
well cared for while in a country renowned
for its unique bedouin hospitality.
Other tours include:
• Jerash, a beautiful Roman city of
the Decapolis.
• Mount Nebo, where Moses viewed
the Holy Land.
• The Dead Sea.
• Bethany on the Jordan River, where
many believe Jesus was baptized.
In addition, an exciting post-Feast
extension tour of Israel is being offered.
For itineraries, application forms and
costs, please refer to the Web site: www.
ucgstp.org/jordanfeast or call Pilgrim
Tours at (800) 438-8281. You may also
contact Colene or Cory Erickson at (651)
714-4054 or ccerickson@visi.com with
questions. UN

President Clyde Kilough, Jim Franks,
Doug Horchak, Dave Register and Larry
Greider met in Ontario, California, Jan.
16 for a one-day roundtable meeting to
discuss future plans for the United Youth
Corps program, Challenger II camps and
other young adult programs. The meeting
took place the day before a conference for
the Southwest Region pastors.
We have more than 1,500 young adults
between the ages of 19 and 30 attending
services each Sabbath. The majority of
these young adults have come through
our preteen and teen camp programs. They
identify with the Church and many are
baptized. The Church recognizes the need
to provide challenging opportunities for
this demographic group in the Church.
We have sponsored several United
Youth Corps projects in Africa and the
Middle East since 2000. We have also
sponsored Challenger II camps in Arizona
andArkansas over the past three years. We
See “Young Adults,” page 11
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Council Member Profile: Jim Franks
Jim Franks was born on Jan. 21, 1950,
in Memphis, Tennessee, and now lives in
Cincinnati, Ohio.
He has been married to his wife, Sharron, since 1974, and they are the parents
of three daughters, Molly (married to Kris
Kobernat), Jamie and Kimberlee (married to Aaron Greider). Jim and Sharron
are also the grandparents of Austin and
Kaden Kobernat.
His relationship with the Church of God
began in 1952 when his mother (then 22
years old and the mother of two small children) began listening to Herbert W. Armstrong while living in Michigan City, Indiana. She was convicted of the Sabbath and
began to observe it that year. For the next
10 years the family observed the Sabbath
(and later the Holy Days) at home. Finally,
in 1961, a congregation was formed in
Memphis, Tennessee (the family was now
living in Arkansas). In the spring of 1962,
he began attending the Memphis congregation of the Radio Church of God with
his mother, father and sister.

Mr. Kilough. That experience, international in its scope, includes supervising
various editorial operations ranging
from editorial to publishing to mail fulfillment; dealing with media advertising;
previewing and editing television scripts
and evaluating programs; budgeting and
analyzing product effectiveness.
“Peter Eddington, who has served
diligently in this capacity since
December 1999, will continue as
operation manager until the Salyers
arrive in Cincinnati. The value of Mr.
Eddington’s leadership cannot be overestimated, and he deserves a great deal
of credit for the tremendous impact of
our media efforts to this point.
“Mr. Eddington will work closely with
Mr. Salyer, focusing primarily on the technical and production end of media. Now,
with this level of management experience
working together at the home office, our
commission to preach the gospel to the
world will be more focused and effective
than ever,” said Mr. Kilough.
Mr. Salyer attended the Vertical
Thought and managing editors’ meet- by Mike Bennett
ings Jan. 23 to 25 (see reports, page 7).

In 1968, a lifelong dream was fulfilled
when he was accepted toAmbassador College in Big Sandy, Texas. He graduated in
1972 after four years of attending classes,
working on the college ranch and later in
the business office. Upon graduation, he
was sent to the field ministry in Atlanta,
Georgia, as a ministerial assistant. It was
there he became acquainted with Sharron
(they had met briefly at a wedding two
years earlier). They were married in 1974
and moved to Athens, Georgia, in 1975.
This was their first pastorate.
While in Athens they became
involved in the early development of
the YOU program. Mr. Franks served
as the youth district coordinator in 1975
and then later the regional director for
the Southeast in 1977. He has been very
active in the Church’s youth programs
from that time on. He served again as
district coordinator in New England
(1981 to 1987) and later as district coordinator in Texas (1988 to 1993).
In 1979 the Franks were transferred

to New England, where he pas35th anniversary in
tored the Boston, Massachusetts,
1993 and continued
and Providence, Rhode Island,
to pastor in Houston
congregations for the next eight
until 2006 for a total
years. It was while in New Engof 18½ years. In
land that he began to research the
March of 2006, the
colonial Sabbatarians of Rhode
Houston congregaIsland. He says, “I found the histions celebrated the
tory of these people to be quite Jim and Sharron Franks 50th anniversary of
fascinating. The research led to
the founding of the
several articles and two television pro- Church in the city of Houston. This was
grams during our stay in New England.”
also the year the Franks were transferred
The churches in New England expe- to the home office for a new assignment.
rienced tremendous growth during these Mr. Franks took over as the operation
years. “We were thrilled to see them triple manager for Ministerial Services in Januin size during that eight-year period.” ary of 2006.
While in New England he was the Festival
“My wife and I have enjoyed each and
coordinator for the Feast of Tabernacles on every area where we have been asked to
Cape Cod. Later, he coordinated the Sara- serve. The people of God are the greatest
toga Springs, New York, site.
treasure we have ever known. Our expeIn 1987 the Franks were transferred riences over the past 30 years with these
to Houston to pastor the Houston North people have provided the true joy in our
congregation. In 1990, the Houston North lives.
church became Houston North A.M. and
“We are now looking forward to the
P.M. He was the pastor in Houston for the future with hope and conviction.” UN

FORWARD!
Welcome! We’re Glad You’re Here!

Ministerial Transfers
Announced
Ministerial Services announced that
Arnold and Ann Hampton will be moving from Cumberland and Columbia,
Maryland, to south Florida this summer.
Mr. Hampton will become the pastor
for one of the south Florida congregations. Mr. Hampton will also continue
to assist Kingsley Mather in the Caribbean region. It will be much easier for
Mr. Hampton to serve God’s people in
the Caribbean from Florida.
Bill and Cheryl Jahns will be returning
to the United States from SouthAfrica after
the GCE in May. Mr. Jahns will become
the new pastor for Columbia and Cumberland, Maryland, and Lewistown, Pennsylvania. Five years ago, Mr. and Mrs. Jahns
volunteered to serve in Africa. His five
years will be complete in May, and he and
his wife are looking forward to returning
to the United States. Morgen Kriedemann
will replace Mr. Jahns as pastor in Johannesburg, South Africa, and Malawi.
Dale and Mona Schurter will return to
retirement once Mr. and Mrs. Jahns are
in place. Mr. and Mrs. Schurter agreed to
come out of retirement two years ago to
help out in the Lewistown area.
More transfer announcements will
be made before the spring Holy Days:

Creative Volunteers
Needed for Feast
Cards for Shut-ins
At several U.S. Feast sites this past year,
See “News at a Glance,” page 16

Ever feel like an outsider,
a stranger—an alien?
Contrast that feeling with
the approach promoted by an
upscale hotel chain:
“We’re glad you’re here.”
The hotel’s Web site explains
it’s “not just being welcomed,
but feeling welcome. And
sometimes it is just being able
to walk in, take a deep breath, and feel completely at
ease. We understand. We’ve been there too.”
People put high value on feeling welcome. The hotel
knows happy guests are more likely to come back.
When God calls someone new to the doors of our congregations, how welcome do they feel? Do they feel the
love that Christ said would be the hallmark of the Church
(John 13:35)? Will they want to come back?

The Challenges
It’s not easy to be welcoming. God said He called
the weak of the world, and we are of many different
backgrounds and personality types. It’s hard for most
of us to meet new people and to know what to say.
In some of the smaller congregations we seldom have
visitors, and we all get into our regular routines. We
have responsibilities that keep us busy at church.
And too often we meet in rented halls that aren’t as
warm and inviting as we would wish. What can we do?
Learning From Examples
Think of the friendliest, smilingest, warmest person
in your congregation, and consider how to clone him or
her! What can we learn from these good examples?
The Bible urges us to love the stranger as ourselves,
for we have all been there (Leviticus 19:34). Even
more, we are encouraged to serve others as if we were
doing it for Christ Himself (Matthew 25:35).
And how can you beat Abraham’s example of hos-
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Welcoming Coworkers in March
What’s the urgency of thinking about this now?
Recently we started a two-page newsletter pulled
from United News to send to our 3,500 U.S. coworkers. We want them to be informed of how their contributions are being used. We want them to feel involved.
And we want them to know they are welcome to come
to Sabbath services and to fellowship with us.
We hope to run an article in the next coworker newsletter in March with the same title: “Welcome! We’re
Glad You Are Here!” Please pray with us that many
of them will come. And pray that we will be ready for
them and that they will truly feel welcome.
We’re glad you’re here to welcome God’s guests! UN
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pitality? Imagine if you’d been walking by his tent
and had this 99-year-old man running to welcome
you, running to tell his wife and then running to pick
out a fat calf! (We’re not necessarily recommending
the exercise regimen, but the attitude is amazing!)
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Senior Pastor Travels to Eastern Europe, Scandinavia
Victor Kubik, a member of the Council of Elders and senior pastor for Eastern Europe and Scandinavia, traveled to
those areas Jan. 10 to 24. After delivering charitable aid and picking up UCG
publications from a Sabbatarian printer
we use in Ukraine, he traveled north to
Lithuania.
While in Lithuania, on Jan. 17 Mr.
Kubik met with Renatas, a man who is
interested in the Church. “I really enjoy
talking to new people who have enthusiastic questions that demand enthusiastic answers,” Mr. Kubik said. He gave
Renatas a set of the first four Russian
Bible Study Course lessons.
Jan. 19 he traveled by bus to Tartu,
Estonia, where Johnnie Lambert, an elder
from New York, met him.
Since Mr. Lambert goes to Estonia about four times a year, he has
purchased a one-bedroom apartment
across from the train station. It’s small
but has a large combined kitchen/living
room that’s perfect for church meetings
and office functions.
“It was so good to unload my Russian Bible Study Courses that I had been
dragging from Ukraine,” Mr. Kubik said.
The amount of literature he brought will
be enough to get a first mailing out from
requests the Church has received.
Mr. Lambert is “one of the most dedicated people I know who has done so
much to move the preaching of the gospel forward here in Eastern Europe,” said
Mr. Kubik. “Already the work is bearing
fruit as new people are coming along, and
more are behind them as we offer literature and study aids in their language!”
The next morning they recorded commercials advertising the Bible Study
Course at Pere Raadio. This radio station
is part of a network of Christian stations. It
broadcasts in both Estonian and Russian.
On the AM band, the reach of the Rus-

sian programThe Dohs are Karen refugees from
ming goes past
Mai La refugee camp in Thailand. “The
Moscow to the
Dohs are cut off from their families, their
east and covers
homeland and brethren in the Church,”
all of Belarus and
Mr. Kubik said. “They have been resettled
Ukraine. The ads
will be aired in
Estonian, Russian
and Ukrainian.
Then Mr. Kubik and Mr. Lambert
went to the Atlantis Club to discuss
plans for a larger Feast of Tabernacles
this fall.
The Church brethren came over to Mr.
Lambert’s apartment that evening. “We From top:
had a wonderful evening of fellowship Johnnie Lambert;
and discussion until way past 11 p.m.,” the group in
said Mr. Kubik. “During the evening we Estonia; Margaret
called Imbi Kuuskuulu, a member who and Klogay Doh
just moved from Estonia to Dublin, Ire- in Finland
land, to work. Her leaving is a big loss, as
Johnnie Lambert relied so heavily on her from the tropics to the arctic. Here it is cold
to translate for him. She is fluent in Eng- and dark almost 22 hours of the day at this
lish, Estonian and Russian.”
time of year. My heart goes out to them.
For Sabbath services Jan. 20 there
“They expressed special gratitude to
were eight people at the apartment plus Peter Hawkins and U.K. office, which
Toomas Schvaak in Tallinn and Imbi in has been sending them sermon CDs
Dublin, Ireland, connected by Skype.
and literature and periodicals such as
Mr. Kubik gave the sermon in Rus- United News that give them a sense of
sian about “Learning to Live With community with the Church.”
Joy.” “I made sure that I looked up
The Dohs stay connected with other
and was conversant with key words,” members through the Internet. “One of
Mr. Kubik said. “I’m okay preaching the first items of business when I walked
in English and Ukrainian but Russian into their apartment was to contact anothchallenges me to the full. Language is er Church refugee family that has recentalways a challenge in Estonia…”
ly moved to Trondheim, Norway.” Mr.
Mr. Lambert projected the scriptures in Kubik talked with Ka Paw Gay and her
Estonian on a big LCD screen during the husband and children using a webcam.
sermon along with a handout he printed.
Jan. 22 Mr. Kubik traveled to Sweden,
Sunday, Jan. 21, Mr. Kubik flew to where he delivered copies of the SwedKemi, Finland, near the Arctic Circle.
ish The Road to Eternal Life, translated
“What a wonderful visit with Klogay primarily by Kira Spenser, and visited
and Margaret Doh,” Mr. Kubik said. a few families before returning to the
“Their niece Elsa Doh also lives with United States. “Hopefully we can do a
them and we all felt like we knew each two-night seminar in Sweden later this
other for years as we met again.”
summer,” Mr. Kubik said. UN

Youth in Zimbabwe Shows “Unwavering Determination”
The following letter was passed on
by UCG–Southern Africa chairman
André van Belkum. He wrote, “The
Smith family live under difficult circumstances due to the internal situation in Zimbabwe.”
by Maria Smith

In 2005 I was near death when I
was taken ill with tick fever just before
Passover. I was not interested in
Church back then, as I used to attend
the Church of God but the split left me
so confused.
While I was near death, with all
my vital organs affected, I realized I
couldn’t die. I had to show my family
the truth of God! And so I did. My husband turned to the Church, and most of
all my son Leon, who is now almost
12, felt very strongly about this truth
that I was teaching him. That year at
the Feast he gave special music and
didn’t miss a single day of services.
In 2006 I asked him if he would like

to attend the Feast again, and he was
so excited! But we had a problem with
the Christian school he attended. They
refused to let Leon attend the Festival.
Leon had a serious learning disability, including dyslexia. But he promised
his teacher that he would be shocked at
Leon’s performance in his schoolwork
if only the teacher would allow Leon to
go. Finally he did.
Leon traveled by bus to where my

Peter and Maria Smith with sons
Hennie, 15, and Leon, almost 12.

mom lives to go to the Feast with her.
Leon took all the necessary work with
him, and a friend at the Feast helped
him with new methods of learning.
As usual Leon didn’t miss one day of
church and gave special music.
When Leon returned, his teacher
could not believe what he was seeing.
Leon wrote his exams and got such
good results that he has since been
changed from B class to A stream for
next year. On prize-giving night Leon
was awarded a merit certificate for
“Unwavering Determination to Please
and Improve.”
I cried so much for my son and his
great determination to please God
above all.
Since this is a Christian school,
they try to push their beliefs on him,
which he has refused so many times.
I remember Leon taking The Good
News magazine to school and showing
the teacher. The teacher took an article
on evolution and taught it to the whole
class! UN
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British Isles Feast
Set for Shorefield
The Feast of Tabernacles will be held
at Shorefield Country Park, a self-catering
holiday village in Hampshire. Shorefield
is approximately 10 miles from Bournemouth and 20 miles from Southampton,
on the edge of the New Forest and about
one mile from the sea. The closest railway
station is at New Milton.
Prices for nine nights range from luxury
forest lodges (£580 to £670), caravan holiday homes (£417 to £476) to budget chalets (£298). The units vary in size and quality and have room for four to eight people.
Booking procedure: Members may
contact Shorefield immediately to book
their housing. Members should mention
the “United Church of God Conference”
to take advantage of discounted rates.
Contact details: Shorefield Country
Park, Shorefield Road, Milford on Sea,
Hampshire, SO41 0LH, United Kingdom;
reservations hotline (+44) 01590 648331;
Web site www.shorefield.co.uk.
Deadline: Members should plan to contact Shorefield to arrange their accommodations by March 12. The units will then be
made available to the general public. Units
still available after this date will remain at
the discounted rate for members.
You can register with the Church online
at the www.ucg.org.uk Web site.

Dentist to Return
to Rwanda
Last year Greg Swartz, a dentist by profession who is also a nonsalaried elder of
the United Church of God, provided dental
care free of charge for our Church brethren
in Rwanda (see June 2006 United News,
page 3, www.ucg.org/un/un0606/aroundworld.htm).
Not only were the bonds of unity and
love among brethren reinforced by last
year’s project, but United’s reputation
was also greatly enhanced, which makes
the work of the Church easier and more
acceptable to local authorities.
Dr. Swartz has again volunteered to do
basic dental care for our brethren in Rwanda
during the second and third weeks of April
2007. The cost includes Dr. Swartz’s travel,
facilities rental and supplies. We will work
cooperatively with the Centre Hospitalier
de Kigali Hospital in Kigali.Approximately 30 to 40 members will travel to Kigali
for treatment. Regional coordinator Joel
Meeker will be in Rwanda for the start of
the project with Dr. Swartz, act as translator
as needed and conduct other Church business while in Rwanda.
The total estimate needed for this Good
Works project is $6,400. See www.ucg.
org/goodworks for more details on the
Good Works Program.
Joel Meeker

Good Works
Projects for Kenya
Three Good Works Program projects
in Kenya have been listed on the Web at
www.ucg.org/goodworks, submitted by
John Elliott, senior pastor for East Africa.
One project involves digging a water
well for the congregation at Ochuna
Nyahera, with an estimated cost of
$1,500. Members there currently have
to carry water 9 kilometers (about 6
miles) during dry spells.
Another project will provide the congregation at Kosele a meeting hall and
water well, with an estimated cost of
$2,238. The land will also allow widows and orphans to grow vegetables
and melons to sell.
The third project will expand the
outgrown hall of the Got Kachola congregation and add a gate to the fenced
compound, for $3,731.

German GN Sets
New Record
The January-February issue of the Gute
Nachrichten magazine was mailed to a
record number of subscribers. The issue
was sent to 4,348 subscribers in 20 European countries, an 18 percent increase over
January 2006. The lead article on the subject of Europe’s future and demographics was written by Paul Kieffer, pastor of
the German-speaking areas.
Outgoing mail statistics for 2006 show
a record total of 34,638 pieces of literature
distributed in the German language, a 7.8
percent increase over 2005.

Caribbean Region
Sees Growth
The United Church of God in the Caribbean started very small. Now 11 years
after our new beginnings, it is still small,
but God continues to bless the work in the
region. Eleven years ago less then 20 persons and just two tiny congregations were
associated with UCG.
From those humble beginnings, God has
raised up eight additional congregations in
the Caribbean and Guyana that meet each
Sabbath. There are also scattered brethren
on many of the islands in the region, and
new contacts in Suriname and Curacao.
Beyond Today can be heard on three
regional radio stations each week. Thousands of Good News magazines are distributed each issue. Thousands of booklets,
brochures and other printed material are
being sent to subscribers.
Several new people are attending services for the first time and a number of
baptisms have taken place in 2006.
Kingsley Mather, regional pastor for the
Bahamas, Caribbean and parts of South
America, set off Jan. 14 to visit with our
brethren in Trinidad and Guyana. He was
scheduled to spend two weeks in Guyana.
Excerpted from the Caribbean Newsletter, January 2007, www.ucgcaribbean.
org/cnl/.
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Senior Pastor Visits Members and Subscribers in Asia

served by these men and women.
Many of the handouts and materials
were taken from the Asia Leadership by David Baker

At a Glance

During the first part of December, I
had the wonderful opportunity of visiting
some of our members and Good News
subscribers in various parts of Asia. On
the Sabbath of Dec. 2, I visited the Davao
City, Philippines, congregation for the
Sabbath service and Bible study.

Bible Studies
Started in Cebu
and McArthur
Amonth before the Feast of Tabernacles,
a Bible study began in the city of Cebu, in
the Visayas region of the Philippines.
Edmond Macaraeg gives lecture on
Though there were only two Church biblical meaning of a true disciple
members living in that area, 35 people
attended the first meeting. Most of the Seminar conducted last July by Richard
attendees were Good News subscribers Pinelli, Lyle Welty and Joel Meeker.
and their family members.
Daniel Roy Macaraeg
The first presentation was about “The
Church Jesus Built.” The second was held
Nov. 26 and was attended by 21 people. A Ottawa Has Public
lively discussion followed during the Q&A
on the presentation “Three Days and Three Bible Lecture
Nights” of Christ’s entombment.
The third seminar was scheduled for
It rained all day, but it was warm
Dec. 10, but was postponed because of inside Kemptville Community CenTyphoon Seniang.
tre for a presentation to northeastern
Another Bible study group formed Canadian Good News subscribers Nov.
when a number of people from the towns 11, 2006.
of Abuyog and McArthur showed interInvitational letters were sent to 225
est in the Church. This came after we readers in the region around Ottawa,
visited the mayor of McArthur, who had Ontario. Forty-six people attended,
subscribed to The Plain Truth and knew including some members who traveled
much about Church doctrine. He gave the more than two hours from Montreal,
Church approval to use the Senior Citizens Quebec, and nine new people.
Office for the Bible study as we need it.
Council of Elders member Les
Raul Villacote conducted the first Bible
study Dec. 23 and had 16 people in attendance.
Florante Siopan

Mindanao
Conducts Training
Seminar

Philippine Annual Meeting
On Sunday we held a ministerial meeting that also served as our annual meeting
of the United Church of God, AIA Pilipinas. Among other things, the ministers
discussed a new centralized accounting
system for the work in the Philippines
and the location of the Philippine national office. It was decided that the office
would remain in Davao indefinitely, with
the understanding that the location of the
national office can change if or when the
needs of the Church change.
After the meeting I returned to Manila
with Rey and Cynthia Evasco. Monday
was spent at the Myanmar embassy in
Manila, and thankfully I was able to
acquire a visa for Myanmar on that day.
India and Sri Lanka
Tuesday, Dec. 5, I flew from Manila to
India. When I arrived in Calcutta late that
night, I learned the taxi drivers were on
strike. Thankfully, after a bit of persuading, a driver took me to my hotel.
Wednesday morning I had the pleasure
of meeting with Tarun Ghosh, a Good
News subscriber, and discussing the subject of baptism. I look forward to a future
visit to Calcutta to continue baptismal
counseling with Tarun.

Over the year-end break, 62 men with public Bible lecture in Ottawa
their wives attended a three-day live-in
seminar at a Girl Scouts of the Philippines McCullough of Big Sandy, Texas,
camp in Davao City, Philippines. Conduct- spoke on “Where Will It All End?” His
ed by Mindanao pastor Edmond D. Mac- subject addressed the current problems
araeg, this UCG Mindanao Discipleship of Iran, Islam and Christianity, from
Seminar was held from Dec. 25 to 27.
their origin to their prophetic concluAccording to Mr. Macaraeg, this sion and solution.
seminar was born of the “need for uniVisitors all stayed for an afternoon
fied, intensified and systematic disciple- tea followed by a question-and-answer
ship training to fulfill the commission to session by Mr. McCullough.
provide laborers for the harvest.” PresExcerpted from January-February
ently, there are 19 congregations being 2007 United News Canada, page 7.
a beautiful setting, which included
dry ice fog billowing across buffet
tables, soft pastel lighting and candlelit tables. Previous ABC graduates volunteered to act as hosts and
hostesses for the evening.
Ranging in age from 18 to 67, this
year’s students come from diverse
backgrounds. Although most are
from the United States, we also have
students from Sweden and Germany.
One retired couple is attending and
many of the attendees are on breaks
from university studies or between
studies for advanced degrees and
careers.
Students share housing in apart-

ments near the home office where
classes are held or they rent rooms in
nearby members’ homes. To pay for
their living expenses, many of this
year’s students work in local businesses doing many types of jobs—
from restaurant server to professional
harpist to tennis pro assistant instructor.
Originally, 60 people had been
accepted to the 2007 class, but lastminute cancellations brought the
number of attendees to 53. Women
outnumber men two to one in this
year’s class. UN
David Register is director of Education Programs in Ministerial Services.

Marion and Les McCullough at

riculum—a public speaking course
and a new class called Foundations
of Faith. Foundations of Faith covers the proofs of the existence of
God and proofs that the Bible is the
Word of God, since these foundations
are under attack in this postmodern
world.
Following presentations by faculty
members and former students and the
keynote address by Mr. Kilough, the
attendees were treated to a delicious
array of hot and cold hors d’oeuvres
and beverages.
Creative local members prepared

Wednesday afternoon I flew from
Calcutta to Hyderabad and the following morning met with Dr. Ali and her two
daughters, Ajumand and Nargis. I first
met Dr. Ali and her daughters in 1986.
Dr. Ali has been a member of the Church
for more than 40 years and is now a part
of the United Church of God.
Thursday evening I arrived in Chennai
and met with Darwin and Jane Paul. The
Pauls are Good News subscribers, and I
have corresponded with them for a few
years so I was delighted to meet with
them for a second time. They shared with
me the challenges they face in trying to
observe the Sabbath and Holy Days in
southern India. They also shared how
God has intervened for them in regard to
a Sabbath conflict with work.
Friday afternoon I flew to Colombo,
Sri Lanka, and spent the Sabbath with
our members in Mt. Lavinia. Sri Lanka
is a beautiful country that has suffered
through decades of war and terrorism.
Warfare negatively affects the economy,
which depends heavily on tourism, and

Sri Lankan brethren during David
Baker’s visit in December

our members suffer from low wages,
underemployment and high inflation.
The Church recently was able to help a
couple of our members through the Good
Works Program.
Thailand and Myanmar
Late Sunday night I departed for the
airport and arrived in Bangkok, Thailand,
Monday morning. Tuesday morning I
boarded a plane for Yangon, Myanmar.
I was met at the airport by three of our
Good News subscribers and taken to their
home. We discussed the challenges they
must face every day.
Myanmar is a very interesting country,
and even though it is blacklisted by many
Western nations, there are several projects
underway building luxury houses and condos for expatriates. Even the international
airport is being enlarged and updated.
Thursday I departed Yangon for Bangkok and visited with a member there, Fil
Olimpo. Fil is an editor of several Englishlanguage magazines in Thailand. He has
been a member of the Church for many
years, but due to his job assignments he is
often located in areas without a congregation. Each Sabbath he is able to download
sermons from the UCG Web site.
Hong Kong and Home
Friday I flew to Hong Kong and spent
the Sabbath with our brethren there and
guests from Spokane, Washington, Mr.
and Mrs. Gail Allwine.
Monday, Dec. 18, I returned to my family in the United States. Please pray for
these members and Good News subscribers and the work God has in store for this
area of the world. UN

UCG–Canada Ends 2006 on Very Positive Note
The United Church of God in Canada
ended 2006 on a very positive note in
many areas. Records were set, others were
nearly broken and the trend so far in 2007
is for more of the same.
At the end of 2006, Canada had 446
members, 176 coworkers, 477 donors and
10,335 Good News subscribers on file. We
added 6,314 new people to our database,
up from 4,369 in 2005.
Sabbath and Holy Day attendance
in 2006 were both higher than in 2005.
Sabbath attendance averaged 540 in
2006, compared to 519 in 2005, for an
increase of 4.1 percent. Holy Day attendance averaged 654 in 2006, up from
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620 in 2005, for a 5.4 percent increase.
Incoming mail also set a new record
in 2006. Nearly 16,000 pieces of mail
were received, including a record 7,450 emails. All the incoming mail resulted in an
increase of 59.2 percent in the amount of
outgoing mail over 2005. The most popular booklet was The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy, with just over 2,100 copies distributed. Circulation of The Good News
increased by almost 14 percent to 56,670
copies in 2006.
Canada ended 2006 with 972 responses
to the Beyond Today television program
and beyondtodaytv.ca Web site. (As of Jan.
25, we’ve now had 1,047 responses in all.)

The programs that had the greatest number of responses aired in November and
December. The top three programs are:
• “Christmas: Mirth or Myth” (aired
Dec. 10-16) – 61 responses (offering the
Holidays or Holy Days booklet).
• “The Coming King of the South”
(Nov. 5-11) – 52 (The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy).
• “Is There Really a Devil?” (Nov. 26Dec. 2) – 51 (Is There Really a Devil?).
Canadian income for the fiscal year
(ending March 31, 2007) is very good. We
are currently ahead of our budget projections.
Edwin van Pelt

Jacqueline Evans, Sarah Williams and Chelsea Fenwick explore the Beyond
Today set during a tour of the home office (photo by Janet Treadway)

United Church of God, an International Association

UnitedNews February 2007



Australian Summer Camp Is “Awesome!”
“Awesome, awesome, awesome!” is
how one camper described the Australian UCG Youth Camp held from Dec.
22 to 31, 2006. There was definitely
an international flavor this year, with
representatives from Tonga, New Zealand, Singapore, Sri Lanka, the United
Kingdom and the United States.
The theme was “Developing Godly
Character,” with the Christian Living
classes and sermons on both Sabbaths
focusing on different areas within this
topic.
We hit the ground running with activities kicking off just a few hours after all
the campers had arrived. Some activities were old favorites, including dance,
softball, Christian Living and speech
club, but there were plenty of new things
to try out such as raft-building, ultimate
Frisbee and T-shirt printing.
One of the most popular activities
was the challenge hike, which tested
not only the campers’ physical stamina but also their mental and spiritual
strength as they battled against Haman,
clung desperately to their entry points
into the Kingdom of God and decided
whether or not to accept the mark of
the Beast!
Hike coordinator Stephen Clark
explained the purpose of the challenges: “In some ways, doing something
like [this] has more of an effect on our
learning than a Bible study or a Christian Living class.”
Another great highlight was the everpopular speech night in which campers

rize the good things that came out of
the Australian summer camp:
“We saw how to apply God’s way of

the relationships which are built and
the dedication of the staff combine to
produce an atmosphere that is memo-

life in everyday circumstances.”
“As parents, we hear
some of the
camp stories from our kids. Yet we are
only seeing the tip of an iceberg. The
lessons taught, the challenges faced,

rable, encouraging
and heartening.”
“For 10 days I was
surrounded by peers
who held similar
Christian beliefs and
moral standards to
me, and for that I am
blessed. One of our
Tongan brothers summarized how everyone felt in his final
good-bye speech. At
camp we are all the
same. There are no
different races. This is our family. This
is God’s family.”
Natalie McQueen

Laura Evans, Portia McLean and
Catrina Bruning get ready for capture
the flag; Aaron Barton, Laura Evans
and Chantelle Bent test the raft; Jason
Love climbs; David and King Saul, aka
Henry Fungalei and David Fawcett
(photos by Craig McQueen)

addressed diverse topics such as the
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, how to
have a positive attitude and a hilarious
explanation of why everyone should
attend the Merimbula Feast site.
One evening saw the culmination of
all the teams’ efforts in drama classes,
with highly entertaining performances
of famous Bible stories. Some of these
stories took on a new twist, including
David telling Saul about the lions and
bears that stole his KFC, and Jacob
giving Joseph a hat of many colors!
Two of the older campers also had the
opportunity to give a sermonette on the
two Sabbaths during camp. David Faw-

cett from Queensland spoke about his
experiences at the United Youth Camp
in the Philippines, and James Moore
from New Zealand spoke about the
importance of standing up for the truth.
The last night ended our very successful camp with the traditional formal
dinner, awards and dance competition.
The following comments summa-

104 Campers Come From Chile, Peru, Bolivia, Argentina
This year we again had our youth
camp in the town of Paine, about 30
miles south of the city of Santiago,
Chile. Camp began on the morning of
Dec. 26 with a total of 111 people present, of which 104 were youngsters and
seven were adults.
Activities began every day with
breakfast prepared by the personnel of
the camp. In fact, all of the meals were
prepared by the staff.
After breakfast we had an hour we
called “Remember Your Creator.” In
that hour everyone looked for a quiet
place to pray or study their Bibles.
The following hour we had a Bible
class given by one of the ministers.
Most of the subjects of the Bible classes had to do with strengthening our
relationships to God and to each other
in order to be protected from the pulls
of the world.
The next hour was dedicated to a
tradition here: Mini-speeches given
by the campers. These mini-speeches
have become a very important part
of camp. Every day we planned five
speeches from campers. But on the
last two days more volunteers wanted
to express their thoughts to the rest, so
we had to raise the number of speeches
to nine on the last day!
Then lunch time came. After lunch,
siesta time was on the program every
day. However, this year nobody took
the time for that purpose. Since several

of the youngsters do not see each other
frequently, they used every moment to
get to know each other better.
After siesta time, two hours of
swimming were on the program.
This activity was very well received,
since the weather was really hot
because December is normally that

the need to have a clear
vision for the future.
Later in the week
Carlos Hernandez, also
a Church member in
Santiago, spoke to the
youth about his experience growing up in the
Church. Later in his
teen years he left the
Church of God to look
“for a better life.” Then
he came back to advise

Campers in Chile enjoy soccer as one of the many
activities at the youth summer camp in Paine

way in the southern hemisphere.
After using the pool, everyone got
together to have a traditional Chilean
“once,” a time to have a drink and
something light to eat. Then came
sports such as basketball, soccer and
volleyball. Then dinner. After dinner
an evening activity was planned, such
as a dance, organized games and an

improvised talent show. It was
difficult to send
campers to sleep
at midnight.
At the beginning of camp Esteban
Rodriguez, a Church member in the
Santiago congregation and a psychologist, gave a wonderful lecture on

the rest of the youth never to make that
wrong decision.
Carlos Hernandez is now married
and has a daughter. He now says he

is the “bad father” who wants to keep
his daughter in the Church. He now
recognizes his own father really loved
him and wanted him to stay in God’s
Church always and not suffer unnecessarily.
This year we had the blessing to have
seven youngsters from Peru attend the
camp. There was also a young boy
from Bolivia and another one from
Argentina. Several youngsters from
other countries in the area could not
come due to the cost of transportation. Even though the Church pays for
their food and lodging, transportation
is many times a problem for them to
attend this yearly activity.
We feel camp this year was very
productive and inspiring. The priority
was cultivating a better relationship
with God and with each other. Physical activity took second place during
camp.
At the beginning of camp we told
the youngsters to use the time to build
strong friendships among themselves
in order to prepare for the strong pulls
of the world and Satan. We believe this
purpose was fulfilled to a high degree.
Gerardo and Marisol Roig, a couple
who are coordinating the youth in this
part of the world, have done a great
job in keeping the youth focused on
the Church of God and strengthening
the unity among them all.
Saul Langarica
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63 Teens Enjoy Camp in Kenya
Imagine a huge grassy campground
beneath giant acacia trees with monkeys,
fish eagles and giant eagle owls beside a
picturesque lake with hippos, herons and
white pelicans.
Now add 63 teens and 22 staff members. Welcome to Camp Kenya on the
shore of Lake Naivasha!
For five days in December, teens from
around Kenya and Tanzania enjoyed
action-packed days of bicycling, swimming, hiking, team building, sewing and
playing sports such as football, volleyball,
basketball and Frisbee football. Other
mainstays of camp were campfires and
Christian Living classes.
The teens appreciated the opportunity to
experience the fun and activities in a millennial setting among peers of like mind.
Many thanks to all the staff, including
United Youth Corps volunteers Jamie
Franks and Christina Davis and newly
appointed associate senior pastor Tim
Waddle, who were part of the team that
contributed to a unique experience for all
involved. Everyone helped make our second annual Camp Kenya a great success!
It was a lot of tiring work, but the results
were well worth it.
Youth Corps Volunteers
Share Their Journals
During college break in December,
Youth Corps volunteers Jamie Franks and
Christina Davis came to Kenya where they

served as staff members at Camp Kenya.
Both Jamie and Christina brought with
them experience and expertise, and they
received opportunities to mentor future
leaders in the Church. They also received
the gift of an altered worldview.
Jamie and Christina both wrote journals
about their experiences, and excerpts are
included here.
Jamie: “I think before adventuring to
Africa, we all had preconceived notions of
what we were going to encounter. We had
heard the stories, read the articles and seen
pictures of this place on the other side of
the world. However, there are some things
that books, pictures and secondhand stories can never prepare you for.
“Upon arrival in Africa, one of the first
things that struck me was the sheer beauty
of the country. The wildlife, the trees, the
mountains, all truly beautiful, but the truly
amazing part is that all this beauty serves as
a backdrop to such great poverty, corruption and, at times, great suffering.
“With all that said, though, once we
arrived at the camp and had the opportunity to travel around to the different churches
and interact with the people, it was obvious that the people were just as beautiful and strong as the land. I admired that
despite their hardships and difficulties, as
a whole they had such unwavering, positive attitudes and were all striving forward
to the same vision of the future that we all
share.”

States, there were many adults who took
time away from their jobs and lives to
serve and give of their time to help out
at camp. But, just like our camps in the
Jamie Franks with a new friend in
States, at the end we were all exhausted,
Kenya; sewing and basketball classes
and ready for a break!”
Christina: “The entire staff all really
Christina: “It was amazing how we
worked as a team to support each other were able to relate our thoughts and pasthrough the challenges and eye-opening sions with each other in such a dynamic
experiences we faced each day.Apart from setting. Traveling with two ministers also
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott, none of us knew each proved to be a fantastic learning experience
other prior to the trip.”
for both of us. While driving and during
Jamie: “The summer camp, from day meal times, we had in-depth discussions
one, had many similarities as well as many about being a youth in God’s Church, what
differences to the camps that we had all challenges members face living in Africa
been used to in the States. One of the major and our daily adventures.
obstacles for us, as internationals, was the
“We would like to thank everyone who
language barrier. We required a transla- assisted us at the summer camp. Deacons
tor for almost every interaction, while we and Church members took time from their
found some expressions and gestures to be work to aid the children.”
truly ‘international.’
Jamie: “We had the opportunity to trav“We found the children to be very el to some of the more rural congregations.
warm, friendly, attentive, willing to learn Some of these churches proved fairly chaland always ready and waiting for our lenging to get to, due to the roads or lack of
attention. And just like our camps in the roads, but we always made it without any

major complications. Upon arriving, we
were always received with an extremely
warm welcome.
“It is amazing how you can be so far
from home, around people you have never met before, who do not speak the same
language, and then instantly you hear the
familiar sound of hymns being played, and
suddenly you feel right at home in a mud
hut in Africa! Another good thing to know
is that, even in Africa, after church there is
always a potluck!
“I will continue to learn from the experiences I had in Africa throughout the rest of
my life. The people have amazing hearts
and at their very core, they are all striving
for the same goals and future that we all
are. I will never forget my time in Africa,
and can’t wait to go back and visit all of my
new friends!”
The contribution to Camp Kenya that
both Youth Corps volunteers made was
very warmly welcomed by all the teens
and greatly appreciated by their fellow
staff. We hope they and many others like
them will volunteer again to serve in a
Youth Corps project like Camp Kenya!
John Elliott

“Out of This World” Winter Camp Held in Wisconsin
“Out of this world!”
What does that mean to
you? Perhaps it means
something is fantastic.
For campers and staff
members at Winter
Camp this year, it had
another meaning—but
more about that later.
Who would imagine—Winter Camp
without snow? But the
lack of snow didn’t stop
the campers at Winter
Camp from having an
awesome camp experience. Temperatures
were perfect to enjoy outdoor activities
if appropriate clothing was worn.
Montello, Wisconsin, was the place
where 103 campers and staff gathered
to experience that special environment
we call the Zone—that key element of
each of the United Youth Camps. The
Zone is where campers are immersed in
a godly environment for 24 hours a day
for the duration of camp.
This was the first year Winter Camp
has been held in Montello, a small town
about 30 minutes from the Wisconsin
Dells. The camp facility proved to suit
our needs quite well, providing a gymnasium for volleyball, stables and horses
for horseback riding, open fields where
we played football and a pond where
campers could ice skate.
There were also ice rinks to play
broomball, a sport that has been played

While the physical activities
were fun and educational, the
most important aspect of camp is
the spiritual. By far, most campers

by many youth up north. Broomball
is like hockey, played on ice but without ice skates, hockey sticks or pucks.
Instead it’s played on ice with boots, a
“broom” and a ball. This was a uniquely
fun activity.
Campers also participated in various games and team challenges, both
indoors and outdoors. They even learned
some outdoor cold weather survival
techniques.
One perennially favorite activity at
Winter Camp is dance class. Campers
are able to learn how to do the swing
and various other dances. One evening
we have “flex time” when campers
can choose from various activities, and
dance is always one of the most popular. It’s nice for our teens to learn more
advanced dancing skills than what is
typically depicted on television.

workshop and a
life skills class.
Life skills focused
on how young

ladies can learn
Campers at Winter Camp in Wisconsin played broomball, to apply Provdanced and had lots of fun while coming “out of this world” erbs 31 in today’s
world. For the
acknowledge that’s part of their motiva- young men, it focused on masculinity.
tion to attend camp.
There were also a couple of Christian
The theme of Winter Camp this year Living question-and-answer sessions.
was “Out of This World—Into the King- Campers could ask the ministry any
dom.” Truly, there were many opportu- questions that were on their mind—and
nities for campers to learn more about there were a lot of questions! The minGod’s way of life at camp.
istry present for the Q&As were Gary
The campers had five days of focused Black, Dan Dowd, Clyde Kilough,
attention on what it means to come out Scott Lord, Gary Petty and Randy Stiof the world. They were also able to ver. They were happy to give personal
consider their ultimate destiny of being attention and direction to issues affectleaders in the Kingdom of God.
ing the teens.
Mornings began with Compass
One new activity this year was Fear
Checks—half-hour messages related to Factor PS. This workshop taught what
the theme. There was also a leadership to do if a young person is ever called on

to speak in front of others. “PS” stands
for public speaking. Fear Factor PS provided a unique opportunity for campers to face one of the most dreaded and
feared activities—speaking in front of
others. It not only provided a challenge,
but also helped them experience success—one of the immediate outcomes
we seek from the camp experience.
It was amazing how well the campers
did once they had a little instruction and
encouragement. Plus, many campers
found the workshop fun.
We look forward to holding Winter
Camp in the same location next year from
Dec. 27, 2007, to Jan. 1, 2008. For more
information, please watch for the upcoming United Youth Camps Magazine.
Gary Black
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At a Glance
More Than 17,000
Respond to Offer for
Bible Study Course
In December 2006 a subscriber development letter
was sent to just over 200,000 U.S. Good News subscribers offering them the Bible Study Course. This
was the largest number who have received this offer,
and the first letter offering the Bible Study Course in
two years.
In just a few weeks, we have received 17,000
responses, and they are still coming in! This is already
over an 8 percent response, exceeding the 7.8 percent

Card offering the Bible Study Course

response from our previous BSC offer in December
of 2004.
Please pray that our new course participants will
find the instruction and biblical guidance to lead them
into a closer relationship with our Father in heaven,
and that the gospel message will resonate in their
hearts and minds.
Peter Eddington

Advertising Vertical
Thought on the ’Net
Advertising of our Vertical Thought magazine for
teens and young adults is now actively underway
on the Internet using the services of Yahoo, Google
and their advertising partners. This is another project
enacted as a result of the extra $531,000 made available last December.
In just the first five weeks of running ads we have
seen the Web traffic at www.verticalthought.org jump
sharply.

Growth in monthly visitors to verticalthought.org

It should be pointed out that our online
advertising for Vertical Thought not only benefits our U.S. subscription list, but also many
of our international areas. Our ads appearing
on Google, Yahoo and their affiliates are seen

“Ads,” continued from page 1

“first” for the Church. This is especially
satisfying, since these popular publications reach a younger family audience,
whose median ages are 30 (American
Baby) and 34 (Parents).
We expect to add many thousands of

around the world except for Asia and Africa.
See the accompanying graph that gives a snapshot of the immediate increase in traffic. In the
coming weeks we will see this upswing in visitors to our site result in new subscriptions to the
magazine.
In the United States, we currently have 2,617
subscribers (22 percent) who are associated with the
United Church of God. We have an additional 9,424
(78 percent) who are not. Our total print run of Vertical Thought is 22,500, and it is distributed in over 100
countries around the world.
Please pray for the continued success of Vertical
Thought. It reaches a very important demographic in
both our Church and the world at large.
Peter Eddington



younger generation,” Mr. Treybig said. “Obviously,
we want to do our part in making this tool as effective
as possible.”
One of the most surprising developments discussed
was the increased traffic on the Vertical Thought
Web site in 2006. From approximately 5,000 hits
per month in January 2006, the number increased to
approximately 17,000 per month in December. Also,
over the past two months approximately 1,200 new
people have subscribed to Vertical News—a monthly
e-mail announcing new issues, introducing online
articles and providing timely commentary.
Most of this increase is due to advertising on Google
and Yahoo. In conjunction with this advertising, Ver-

World News and
Prophecy Subscriptions
on the Rise
Online advertising that just began a month ago,
once again from extra funds made available to the
Media and Communications Services department,
will ensure that our number of subscribers to World
News and Prophecy will continue to climb, and most
likely at a higher rate than before.
As can be seen on the “United Statistics” graph on
page 1, we have seen a very good increase already
from year to year. The graph shows the January worldwide circulation figures for the past five years.
Our online advertising not only benefits our U.S.
circulation list, but also each of our international areas.
Our ads appearing on Google, Yahoo and their affiliates are seen around the world except for Asia and
Africa.
World News and Prophecy reaches a very
important demographic in our efforts to preach
the gospel to all nations. It is a very good introduction to the Church, which leads readers on to
The Good News magazine, our booklets and our
Bible Study Course. The success of these online
advertising efforts is a very important part of our
overall advertising mix.
Peter Eddington

VT Group Focuses on
Growth
After years of having quarterly teleconferences, Vertical Thought staff members gathered at
the home office Jan. 23 for their first face-to-face
meeting.
“It was very encouraging and productive for the
members of our staff to have a face-to-face meeting,”
said David Treybig, managing editor. “The creative
juices always seem to flow a little faster, and the enthusiasm seems to be retained a little longer when we are
able to focus our collective attention on a given subject
over an entire day.”
Plans for the next year include covering more
subjects in each issue, continuing to develop young
writers, helping the current writers sharpen their skills
and testing a video welcome by Aaron Booth on the
Web site.
“With three-fourths of our readers outside the
United Church of God, Vertical Thought has become
a viable media tool for preaching the gospel to the

new subscribers to the files as a result of
these efforts. Not only do we give thanks
to our great God for this opportunity to
reach more people with the gospel message, but we also express gratitude to
our Church members, coworkers and
donors for their support of and involvement in the Work of God.

scheduling were invaluable for the Media and Communications Services department,” he said.
Some of the action items discussed are to:
• Evaluate whether the subtitle of The Good News
magazine should be updated to clarify why the magazine includes bad news.

Clyde Kilough makes a point during managing
editors meeting

Web designer Aaron Booth and VT managing
editor David Treybig at Vertical Thought meeting

tical Thought is also receiving a surge in magazine
subscription requests.

Managing Editors
Reach for New Heights
in Media Efforts
There is a growing sense in the Church that we are
on the verge of bigger and better things, said Clyde
Kilough in his introduction to the third managing
editors conference. The foundation has been built,
and now it is time for “Raising the Bar—Reaching
New Heights in Our Media Efforts” (the conference
theme).
This year 15 people involved in various publications and electronic media met at the home office Jan.
24 and 25 to “engage in constructive critiquing and
creative brainstorming” with the goal of coming away
with “practical suggestions about how to improve all
of our publications.”
Mr. Kilough pointed out the need for more manpower in the media areas and welcomed Larry Salyer,
who will become Media and Communications Services operation manager in May or June. Mr. Kilough
listed off Mr. Salyer’s extensive media experience.
Mr. Kilough also thanked Peter Eddington for the
amazing amount of work he has accomplished in the
media area over the years. He said the two men would
be working together closely, focusing on their areas of
greatest strength.
The wide-ranging discussions included ways to
improve the writing of the Church’s media efforts,
based on the Church’s Media Philosophy Statement.
“Having our managing editors meet together at
least once a year is very important,” said Mr. Eddington. “Since a number of our managing editors telecommute, this is a vital opportunity to discuss our publication and production plans face-to-face. It allows
for discussion, brainstorming and ideas that would be
difficult to accomplish via e-mail or teleconferences.
“Overall, the three days of discussion, planning and

Reader’s Digest Ads Last a
Generation (Almost!)
Along with the very low insertion cost, we also continue to receive
responses to Reader’s Digest print
advertisements for years afterwards!
For example, responses to our March
2000 Reader’s Digest ad are still com-

• Endeavor to continue adding “heart” and a compelling side to our articles.
• Possibly do smaller booklets on repentance, conversion, baptism, etc.
• Continue to warn the descendants of ancient
Israel of the consequences for disobeying God and
encourage repentance and a return to God’s way.
• Explore the possibility of a daily video commentary on the Web.
• Continue to expand our e-mail newsletter subscription lists, providing up-to-date information on
how the gospel relates to their lives. This includes
push e-mail, RSS feeds, blogs and video podcasts.
• Evaluate a face-lift and possible layout upgrade
for United News, including maybe two-color ink.
• Explore professional writing classes and seminars for our senior writers and article contributors.
• Harness the vigor and talent of our younger
authors, especially those writing for our weekly Vertical Thought online commentaries.

Weekly Commentaries
Added to VT Web Site
Starting in November, we began posting an ongoing series of Vertical Thought weekly commentaries.
Written by a talented team of more than 30 young
adult and older teen volunteers in the Church from
around the world—including the Philippines, Great
Britain, the Netherlands, Sweden, Australia and the
United States, these incisive articles strive to present
the truth of God’s way and His coming Kingdom

New Vertical Thought commentary weekly

from the perspective of current events and topics of
interest, importance and practical benefit to Vertical
Thought’s 12- to 22-year-old readers.
Verticalthought.org is becoming a more frequently
updated, much more interactive Web site. Every Friday the latest VT commentary is posted on the site.
Randy Stiver

ing in every month. Not only that, this
particular publication is among the
most cost effective in our ad toolbox. In
particular, this is because our GN subscribers who come onto our file directly
from a Reader’s Digest ad are consistently among the most likely to renew
their GN subscription every two years.

In other words, we don’t have to replace
as many Reader’s Digest respondents
as we do those from some of our other
advertising efforts. It’s win-win in several ways.
Please pray that God will bless thisApril
Reader’s Digest advertising campaign.
Peter Eddington

UnitedNews February 2007



United
United Church
Church of
of God,
God, an
an International
International Association
Association

Overcoming Habitual Sins: Repentance That Works
■ How can you repent
when you’ve repented a
hundred times before?

selfish, but not the sorrow we experience when we are truly repenting.
Repentance that works requires no
less than three steps.

by Mark Winner

Genuine Sorrow Toward
God Because of Our Sin
When we are young children, we
learn early to be sorry that we have to
suffer consequences for disobedience or
unwise choices. What we don’t tend to
learn for quite a while is to be genuinely
sorry to God for sinning against Him.
Notice David’s attitude and frame
of mind in Psalm 51:1-4. As he cried
out to God in repentance, he showed
that he wanted to be cleansed. He
understood that he needed to be
cleansed thoroughly. And as verse
4 shows us, he knew exactly who he
sinned against.
As a result of knowing and
acknowledging this, he showed genuine sorrow toward God as opposed
to sorrow for being caught or sorrow that he wasn’t able to have or
do something he wanted or sorrow
that he no longer had something he
once had. His sorrow was because he
sinned against God.
There is no possible way you or I
can be genuinely sorry and repentant
if we do not clearly see that, when
we sin, it is the Word of God that we
have ignored or forgotten. We offend
our Father in heaven, our Eternal,
our Creator, our life giver and life
sustainer—and that is why we need
to correct and change what we have
done. Let’s consider an example.
Joe breaks down and gives in to his
desire to have an affair with someone.
After doing so, he is caught or he feels
so sorry that he tells his spouse. But
there are different reasons to be sorry.
• He could be sorry that he hurt his
wife.
• He could be sorry that he broke
up his family.
• He could be sorry that he set a
lousy example to his family as well
as the person he had the affair with.
• He could be sorry that this will
cost him financially.
• He could be sorry that he lost
an innocence that he can never have
back.
• He could be sorry that others
will question whether or not to trust
him.
• He could be sorry that he got
caught.
• He could be sorry that he is now
depressed.
• OR he could be sorry that he
sinned against God.
Now obviously there is a chance
he could be sorry for all of the above
reasons. But repentance that works
only occurs when our primary area of
focus is that we sinned against God.
We may have hurt ourselves and others around us, but the fact remains
that we sinned against God—and that

Joe called and said he needed help.
He was frustrated, he was discouraged, and he wanted to know what
he could do.
Joe has had this problem for years.
He has prayed about it. He’s wrestled
with it in his mind countless times.
He’s even fasted in hopes of overcoming this sin. Yet he’s never been able
to stay away from committing this sin
for longer than a month or two at a
time. The pull seems so strong and
this angers him, yet he’s been unable
to do anything about it.
The phone rings. It’s Mary Jane.
She too is crying. It’s been almost a
year since she last gave in, but she
has done it again. She seemingly cannot stay away from this particular sin.
She knows what God says about it.
She knows she is wrong, yet she still
gives in and then wonders if God will
really forgive her.
How often have you experienced
something like this in your life? What
does it take to really overcome habitual sin? Is it even possible to overcome habitual sin?
Have you ever found yourself
saying, “I know the Bible tells me
to repent, but I feel as though I have
done that many times and yet I’m
right back where I started…I don’t
know if I can really do this.”
For many people, trying to overcome sin has led to discouragement,
frustration and even a defeatist attitude. Why is that? What is the difference between someone who feels that
way and someone who experiences
peace, happiness and fulfillment as
he or she tries to overcome sin?
How Can I Stop the Cycle
of Sin?
Let’s ask and answer the question:
How can I stop the cycle of sin? Simply put, the answer is through understanding and practicing repentance
that works. By that I mean repentance
as defined in the Bible as opposed to
any other idea or definition of repentance.
Repentance literally means
“change.” The Greek word is metanoia, which means change. To repent
is to change from sin to belief in and
obedience to God.
Although sorrow is a part of the
process of repentance, there is considerably more than sorrow. Sorrow
is what many people relate to when
they think of the term repentance.
But as I hope we all know, we can
certainly be sorry for all the wrong
reasons or motives. There are different types of sorrow. Some sorrow is

must be squarely addressed before
any change can or will occur.
Notice Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 7:9. He told the Corinthians it did
not in any way excite him to see them
be sorry, unless their sorrow was
toward God and led to repentance
or change. Verse 10 points out the
difference between worldly sorrow
and the sorrow found in repentance
that works—worldly sorrow leads
to death, whereas the sorrow in true
repentance leads to salvation.
The thought progresses in verse
11. Simply put, godly sorrow (sorrow toward God) breeds a fire inside
us that stirs excitement and diligence
and zeal for the truth of God. In turn
we grow in faith and we begin to
change how we think and how we
operate.
By way of an example I believe we
can all relate to, I’d like to try and
magnify what Paul tells us here.
Example: Let’s say you have a
child. For whatever reason your child
chooses to disobey you. Now disobedience of parents is bad enough, but
additionally in our example, your
child is disobeying the Word of God.
And to top it all off, he (or she) is
struggling with you as the parent
because he is convinced that you have
hurt him because of your stance.
In other words, the way he sees it,
you are not understanding or loving
enough so he ends up feeling sorry
for himself because he sees you as
hurting him. What he doesn’t realize
is the hurt he has brought you. You
can see the decision he has made is
going not only against what you have
asked or taught him, but more importantly against what God teaches in
the Bible. So while he is feeling sorry
for himself, what he does not see is
that his decision should lead him to a
genuine sorrow toward God.
The point again is this—you and I
absolutely, positively will not repent
or change until we recognize our sin
is against God. This is the beginning
of repentance that works.
In the story of the prodigal son in
Luke 15, notice what he had to learn.
In verse 18 he understands that he
sinned against God by participating
in “wasteful” living.
Another example is that of David
in 2 Samuel 12. Verse 13 shows he
recognized his sin was against God
ahead of anyone else.
Repentance Involves an
Inward Repulsiveness
to Sin, Followed by the
Actual Forsaking of It
Job’s example is one that stands
out when considering this point. In
the final chapter (chapter 42:1-6) we
see Job showing that he understood
what he was not aware of when God
first allowed him to be tested. He says
in verse 6, “I abhor myself.” He was

repulsed by sin in him and he was
more determined than ever to change
what needed to be changed so that he
would not continue to sin.
I think all of us can relate to this. I
don’t know anyone who professes to
be Christian who wants to sin. However, there is an enormous difference
between not wanting to sin and not
sinning because we hate it.
I’m reminded of a quote from my
favorite football coach of the past,
University of Alabama’s Paul “Bear”
Bryant: “There is a big difference
between wanting to and willing to.”
He was referring to perseverance on
the football field. But this could also
be said about overcoming sin. It takes
much more than wanting to overcome. We have to be willing to see sin
for what it is—a death sentence. Then

University of Alabama football
coach “Bear” Bryant said, “There is
a big difference between wanting
to and willing to” (photo courtesy of
Paul W. Bryant Museum)

and only then will we show that we
are willing to repent or change and
overcome the cycle of sin.
Paul states in Acts 26:20 that, if we
truly repent, our works will show it.
They will be “works befitting repentance.” This then raises an important
question for each of us. Are we showing through our daily activity a repentant spirit? Are we changing in all the
ways we need to? Obviously we are
not perfect, yet a Christian continues
to strive for perfection nonetheless.
In Matthew 3:8 we see the same
words that we saw in Acts 26. A
Christian bears fruit worthy of repentance. It’s much more than a wanting
to. It is a willing to.
Repentance Includes
Humble Self-Surrender to
the Will and Service of God
So first comes the recognition that
we sinned against God, then comes an
inward repulsiveness to sin, followed
by the actual forsaking of it. And lastly
comes the humble self-surrender to
the will and service of God.
As members of God’s family, we
should know both what we are to be
changing from and into. We are to
change from selfishness to selfless-

ness. We are to become a new creation (Ephesians 4:17-24).
Do you remember the stark change
in Paul at the time of his conversion
(Acts 9:1-6)? Notice verse 6 where he
said, “What do You want me to do?”
This is the heart, the attitude, you
and I are to have from the time we
are called into God’s Church.
“What do You want me to do” is
one of the most beautiful phrases in
all of the Bible. This is the attitude of
a servant of God. This is the frame of
mind you and I must incorporate in
our daily lives. “What do You want
me to do” tells God, “I’m listening
and I want to obey You. You show me
what I need to understand and how
to live because that is all I want to
do. I want to do what You want me
to do.”
Notice this attitude in Acts 2.
Imagine being told and understanding that it was Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God, whom you were
happy to see crucified (verses 22-24,
29-36). Verse 38 gives the instruction
on repentance that is so often quoted.
Yet notice that the previous verse (37)
shows that beautiful humble attitude,
“What shall we do?”
This is such a teachable frame of
mind, one that is willing to not only
learn, but do whatever it takes to be
right with God. This is humility—this
is the heart of a servant. This reflects
a spirit of repentance, a change from
where we once were.
If you are struggling to overcome
a certain sin, why not ask yourself,
Do I really understand repentance
that works, and am I really willing
to practice it? Am I truly willing to
change?
If we need encouragement in this
arena, perhaps we could remind
ourselves of the positive lesson in
2 Chronicles 15:1-4. It is so very
important for each of us to never forget that, if and when we truly turn to
God in repentance, no matter what
the situation, He is there and we will
know it. “When in their trouble they
turned to the Lord God of Israel, and
sought Him, He was found by them”
(verse 4).
When you and I show a genuine
sorrow toward God because we recognize we sinned against Him, when
we have an inward repulsiveness to
sin followed by actually forsaking it,
and when we humble ourselves and
surrender our will and service to God,
He will be found by us.
We never need to worry about God
not hearing. Repentance that works
involves much more than being
sorry for what we have lost or for
being caught or for being depressed.
Repentance that works requires practicing steps that lead to change. UN
Mark Winner is the pastor of the
Louisville and Henderson, Kentucky,
congregations.
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Supporting Those Who Are Sick: What to Do and Not Do
■ How can we encourage
someone suffering with a
major illness and/or chronic
health problem? This article
focuses on questions like
“Why did this happen?”
and why friends should not
assume they have all the
answers. The second part of
this series will focus on the
kinds of advice to give and
not to give.
by Don Hooser

When someone we care about is suffering, especially over a long period of
time, he or she needs our compassion,
moral support and often physical assistance. God is “full of compassion” and
He certainly wants us to have “compassion for one another” (Psalm 86:15; 1
Peter 3:8). A good definition of compassion is “a deep awareness of the suffering of another coupled with the wish to
relieve it.”
Let’s consider some key scriptures.
John wrote that we “ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren.” Then he
pointed out that wishes and words are not
enough when we can do more to help. We
should be willing to sacrifice time and
“this world’s goods” in order to love “in
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:16-18).
Who did Jesus say will “inherit the
kingdom”? He said it will be those who
helped “the least of these My brethren”
by giving people needed food, drink,
hospitality, clothing and visiting them in
whatever “prison” holds them (Matthew
25:34-36, 40).
We may at times have the opportunity
to help with health-related needs, such
as when the Good Samaritan gave first
aid to an injured man (Luke 10:27-37).
In the parable, the Samaritan was a wonderful example in following through, as
he also sacrificed time and money for the
stranger.
Clearly the Bible places more emphasis on works than words, especially when
physical help is needed. James warns that
merely wishing them well with sympathetic words (“be warmed and filled”) is
insufficient when it is within our power to
give physical help also (James 2:13-20).
Don’t know what to do to help? Just
ask. “Please tell me what can I do to be
of help. I would really like to help.” If
the person doesn’t have a ready answer,
bring up possibilities. “Would it help if I
read something to you or ran an errand for
you?” “May I bring you any food, drink
or a damp wash cloth?”
There are people who need help but
who would never suggest anything, even
if you ask. However, if you are watchful, you probably can notice something
that needs doing or something the person could use. However, be sensitive to
avoid doing anything that would make
him or her uncomfortable. Be alert to
the boundaries the person has; what one
would appreciate might seem invasive to
another.

Power of Words for Good
and Bad
What should I say? What you say
doesn’t need to be anything special or
lengthy. What is always important is
being an attentive listener. Some of us are
tempted to be Mr. or Miss Fix-it, inclined
to quickly suggest a “solution,” rather
than mostly listening.
Instead of trying to be a self-appointed
savior, “rejoice with those who rejoice
[over each bit of relief and good news]
and weep with those who weep [over setbacks and suffering]” (Romans 12:15).
But don’t neglect visiting and encouraging the sick because you are afraid of
making mistakes. Pray for God’s guidance and then “let us encourage one
another” (Hebrews 10:25, NIV).
The Bible, especially Proverbs, has
much to say about the potential power
of words for either positive or negative
effects (see also James 3). Whenever you
have the opportunity, speak words of
love, wisdom, comfort and encouragement. “The mouth of the righteous is a
well of life… Pleasant words are like a
honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and
health to the bones” (Proverbs 10:11;
16:24).
Perhaps the most encouraging thing
you can say is to let the person know you
are praying for him or her and even that
you plan to fast for the person.
Regarding the harmful effects of
words, this article is focusing only on
unintended harm—words that hurt or
offend someone even when we have good
intentions—so that we all can become
wiser, more aware and more careful.
Consider a few common mistakes
people make while trying to show sympathy. Saying, “I know how you feel,”
can actually be discouraging, unless you
have been through a truly similar trial.
(Even then, we do not truly know how the
person is “feeling”!) Trying to empathize
by relating your lengthy “war stories”
isn’t comforting either. A sick person
has enough to deal with, without hearing
potentially depressing stories.
Be alert to how tired the ill person is.
Typically, sickness itself is tiring, as are
medical tests. Even wonderful visits with
one’s closest loved ones are also tiring.
Don’t wear the person out by staying too
long. A sick person generally needs lots
of rest.
Be positive and cheerful, but avoid
telling the person to “cheer up” (Proverbs 27:14).
It can be difficult to know if the person
wants to talk about serious matters or if he
or she would prefer lighter conversation.
Let him or her set the tone and respond
in kind. Watch the person’s eyes and
expressions to perceive if your words are
causing discomfort or if they are bringing relief.
Blaming and Shaming the
Suffering
Throughout history, people have
superstitiously assumed that the sick and
injured are being punished for some sin.
(Those who have never suffered from a
serious illness or injury are more likely to
think this way.)
Yet the Bible is full of examples of

righteous people suffering from all kinds
of health problems and other trials.
Upon seeing a man blind from birth,
Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?” (John 9:1-2).
Sadly, they assumed that his lack of sight
was a divine punishment for sin! Jesus
answered, “Neither…” (verse 3, emphasis added throughout). Jesus had to combat this judgmental attitude throughout
His ministry.
In the parable of the Good Samaritan,
the priest and the Levite neglected to help
the injured man (Luke 10:31-32). Perhaps they were selfish and coldhearted.
And did they assume that the injured man
was being punished by God and that he
therefore didn’t deserve help? If so, they
would have felt smugly justified in their
decision.
People who suffer tragedies are
assumed to be “worse sinners,” but Jesus
emphatically said, “I tell you, no!” (Luke
13:1-5). It’s wrong to assume that a person’s suffering is the result of sin and to
assume that the greater the suffering, the
worse the sin.
For example, in Jesus’ day it was common for the people to blame, disdain
and shun all lepers, assuming they were
cursed by God. Jesus shocked people by
touching the untouchables, talking with
the outcasts and healing those considered
unworthy. He focused much attention on
the “little” people (“the poor, the maimed,
the lame, the blind,” minorities, women,
children, etc.), which was revolutionary
at that time! (Luke 14:13).
Every child of God is important to
Him and should be important to His
other children! “The members should
have the same care for one another. And
if one member suffers, all the members
suffer with it” (1 Corinthians 12:25-26).
Members whom we think are weaker
often need more attention than others do,
not less attention (verses 18-25).
Don’t neglect or give up on anyone—
even if the person has spiritual problems.
The Good Shepherd taught that when a
lamb went astray, it was more important
to take time to search for and rescue it
than to stay with the 99 that did not go
astray (Matthew 18:1-14).
He illustrated sacrificial love by washing the disciples’ feet (John 13). Then He
said, “For I have given you an example,
that you should do as I have done to you”
(verse 15; also 1 John 2:6). (He said to
wash feet, not to speculate about how
their feet got dirty.)
Job and His Friends
The book of Job teaches us much
about what not to assume or say. Job
understandably complained that his three
friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, were
“miserable comforters” (Job 2:11; 16:1).
He said, “How long will you torment
my soul, and break me in pieces with
words?” (19:2).
However, of all Job’s supposed friends,
at least these three cared enough to visit
Job and spend considerable time with
him “to mourn with him, and to comfort
him” (2:11).
These three friends seemingly had
good intentions. But their understand-

ing of God, especially why God allows
suffering, was largely erroneous. They
probably thought their speculation and
criticism was constructive, but they only
further discouraged Job.
Eventually a fourth acquaintance,
Elihu, pointed out where Job’s views and
the views of his friends had been wrong
(chapters 32-37). Finally, God spoke and
profoundly painted the spiritual big picture for all of them (chapters 38-41).
Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar had mistakenly assumed that Job was being
punished for disobeying God’s laws and
deserved all the punishment. They also
assumed in their simplistic theology that
God always rewards good and punishes
evil in this life, with no exceptions. They
saw no purpose for suffering other than
retribution and punishment.
Job’s friends had good intentions
to give comfort, but instead gave him
added mental and emotional distress. We
all need to ask ourselves, “If I had been
Job’s friend, what conclusions would I
have drawn from his calamities and what
would I have said?”
Avoid Speculating, Judging
or Preaching
When a person is going through a serious trial, he or she is already wondering
why and “why me?” Even if the sick
person asks you these questions, don’t
assume you have the answers or start
guessing. Especially don’t start guessing
about what sins the person might have
committed!
True, sin causes suffering, but many
other factors cause suffering as well. Only
God knows the full picture. We must not
assume anything. And if a sin or mistake
is clearly involved, it isn’t up to friends to
point out the obvious.
Don’t assume that an ailing person
lacks faith! Typically, a person in a health
trial is fervently reaching out to God.
Serious and/or chronic trials can actually strengthen one’s faith. The Bible is
filled with examples of suffering people
who had great faith in God, such as in
Hebrews 11.
Death is certainly not evidence of a
lack of faith. Everyone dies of something eventually. Facing death courageously and serenely with one’s hope

fixed on the resurrection is beautiful
in God’s sight. “Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of His saints”
(Psalm 116:15).
A related error is for people to assume
that an ailing person is suffering the
consequences of breaking principles of
healthful living. (“If you had been eating
what I eat, you wouldn’t have gotten this
sickness.”) All of us are usually partly to
blame for our health problems, but usually many factors have contributed—some
known and many unknown.
Genetically, we all have different
strengths, weaknesses and predispositions to health problems. Diseases may
result less from one’s recent lifestyle than
from the accumulated effects of one’s
whole life, starting from conception. Parents and many other influences have been
partly responsible. Many environmental
and nutritional factors affect us and it is
impossible to know them all.
When anyone is going through a trial,
the person of course should examine and
judge himself or herself for possible sins
and mistakes (1 Corinthians 11:28-32).
However, that’s a personal matter; it is not
the responsibility of friends to examine
or judge the person! We need to offer a
shoulder to cry on, not a finger to accuse
with.
When we read of Jesus healing a person, we never see that Jesus lectured the
person on his or her physical mistakes—
what he or she should have been doing
healthwise. Jesus focused much more on
spiritual matters than health matters, and
focused on healing rather than blaming.
Our focus should be similar.
It’s helpful to remember that our loving God only allows His saints to suffer
when the trials will benefit them spiritually. God compares the spiritual trials of
His people to the refining and purifying
of silver (Psalm 66:10; Titus 2:14).
To those with health problems, especially long-term ones, be a good listener,
an encourager and a helper. In so doing,
we “bear one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2). With this labor of love, we contribute to the healing process.
Part 2 will cover advice—to give and
not to give. UN
Don Hooser is pastor of the Sedro
Woolley, Washington, congregation.
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Discernment—A Vital Key to Growth
■ What is spiritual
discernment, and how can
we grow in this important
tool?
by Richard Pinelli

In the Church many decades ago,
we found a number of examples of
open demon activity. These spirits
seemed to be trying to get into the
Church and, in a perverted way, into
the Kingdom of God by trying to get
baptized.
Along with that we found demonstrations of phenomena such as
tables moving, pictures on the walls
swaying and lights being switched
on and off.
But we came to some realizations
and took steps to deal with this problem. Now all of this seemingly has
gone underground for a number of
years.
But let’s understand. The devil
hates the Church of God, and his
avowed job is still to try to destroy
the holy seed by whatever means
he can find (Genesis 3:15 and all of
Revelation 12). Satan bruising “His
heel” refers to Satan’s attack on the
seed of Israel as God’s chosen nation
as well as trying to kill Christ as a
babe and then attacking His spiritual Body, the Church. The Church
has needed the protection of Christ
through its many stages.
The devil has used two basic
methods over the years:
1. He uses governments and stirs
unconverted people in an outward
show of hostility to those who
believe the truth. He tries to work
from the outside in.
2. His second tool is his most valued tool. He used it to draw a third
of the angels with him. It is called
divide and conquer. He sows discord, variance, strife, anger, hatred,
heresies, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissentions and factions.
The Spirit in Man
Why is he so successful? Job 32:8
tells us there is a spirit in man. There
is a vast difference between the
human mind and the animal brain.
The difference is the spirit in man.
Spirit is not matter.
This human spirit imparts the
power of intellect to the human
physical brain. The spirit cannot see,
hear, taste, smell or feel. The brain
sees through the eye, hears through
the ear, etc. The human spirit cannot
of itself think. The physical brain
thinks.
This human spirit imparts the
power of intellect—of thinking and
of mind power—to the human brain.
This is the very means by which God
has made possible a personal relationship between God and humans.
But man’s creation was not complete. He was made only “half
there.” He needed the addition of
God’s Spirit to unite with his spirit.

And when man receives the Holy
Spirit of God, the very spirit and
mind of the immortal God is injected into him. It joins with his human
spirit. The Spirit of God cannot be
received or injected into the brute
animal because that animal has no
spirit within itself with which the
Spirit of God could unite.
In 1 Corinthians 2:9-11 Paul shows
that the natural man can comprehend
the “within,” or self-consciousness,
and the “around,” a consciousness
of things and people outside of himself.
Only when the Holy Spirit enters,
combining with the human spirit, can
a man come to really comprehend
that which is spiritual and establish
a relationship with “the above” or
Almighty God as our Father.
Satan’s Broadcasts
Now, let’s look at how Satan
works on the human mind. In Ephesians 2:2 he is called the prince of
the power of the air, working inside
the minds of people.
Let’s use an analogy here. If your
mind with this human spirit is set
on a certain wavelength, the broadcaster’s message comes through
clearly.
Satan as the prince of the power
of the air broadcasts not in words,
sounds or pictures—but in attitudes,
moods and impulses. We read in
Ezra 1:1 that God was able to stir
the spirit of Cyrus—in other words,
put the suggestion and impulse into
his mind—and the king acted on it.
In the same manner Satan stirs the
human spirit within people to move
them in attitudes of envy, jealousy,
resentment, impatience, anger, bitterness and strife.
Over a period of time, the human
spirit within each person who doesn’t
have the Spirit of God has become
tuned to Satan’s wavelength and has
taken on his thinking and attitude.
Conversion adds a special dimension to the spirit of man that begins
to move us from being tuned to
Satan’s wavelength to God’s. While
conversion is instant at baptism with
the begettal of God’s Spirit, conversion is also a process. Learning to
sharpen our wavelength focus or
fine-tune this process sometimes
takes years.
The Role of Discernment
What do we need to make this
transition totally possible? Discernment.
First of all, discernment comes at
baptism when we receive the Holy
Spirit. According to 1 Corinthians
2:12-16, we develop spiritual discernment. The Greek word is anakrino It is the exercise of discerning
judgment of all things as to their true
value. It’s like radar that lets nothing
in unless it is sifted and sorted by the
Word and Spirit of God.
Solomon in 1 Kings 3:9 asked for
“an understanding heart to judge.”
In 1 Samuel 23 David sought God’s

supernatural guidance where Saul
did not.
Second, discernment is found in
the growth process of maturing as
a Christian. It is something to be
learned over a period of time. Proverbs 1:5 tells us that by seeking wisdom, knowledge and understanding,
a person will increase and attain to
wise counsels.
Hebrews 5:13-14 tells us our senses must be exercised to discern both
good and evil. Then we can become
like the man in Proverbs 22:3 who
foresees the evil and hides himself—
not like the simple who pass on and
are punished.
Third, 1 John 4:1-4 tells us to “test
the spirits.” Why? Here we see the
discernment of spirits as more than
recognizing demon possession, as
some think this means. Satan uses
wolves in sheep’s clothing to bombard the brethren with a twist on
the fundamental truths to lead them
slowly away from the trunk of the
tree principles.
Notice what Barnes’ commentary
says about this: “‘To another discerning of spirits’ (I Cor. 12:10): This must
refer to some power of searching into
the secrets of the heart (out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks); of
knowing what were a man’s purposes,
views, and feelings. It may be related
either to the power of determining by
what spirit a man spoke (II Cor. 11:4)
who pretended to be inspired, whether
he was truly inspired or whether he was
an imposter…”
Discerning the Devil’s
Work Today
An interesting change has occurred
since the 1950s in the Church of

God. We had a lot of open demonstrations by demons then, but today,
it is as if the devil has used more of
his broadcasting to the human spirit—broadcasting to the weaknesses
of men.
A good example of this is found
in 1 Chronicles 21:1. We read that
God allowed Satan to be used to
provoke David to number Israel.
Why? Because of a lack of faith on
David’s part? Yes, but there’s more.
The cause was that David still had
war in his heart, and he lacked faith
in this one area.
I am sure you have heard the
expression that “someone got your
goat,” meaning they were able to
upset you in an area of your life that
may have needed some more spiritual work.
Satan goes to where our goat is
tied. And we must realize that God
sometimes allows him this freedom
to find our weaknesses and exploit
them. Why? So that in the end it
will help us discern and face our
problems. If discernment is lacking, a person may be tried over and
over, again and again. Sometimes
a brother or a minister may discern
that someone is going through this
and offer helpful encouragement.
Discernment is also seen in another way. It is discernment to protect
you from evil—from being hurt or
possibly destroyed.
We see this in David’s life. In 1
Samuel 18 we see how David time
and time again was delivered out of
Saul’s hands by discerning Saul’s
intent. We also read that when God
showed He was choosing David, the
Spirit of God left Saul, and an evil
spirit troubled him (see 1 Samuel

16:21-23). David had to protect himself through this discernment.
Request the Spiritual
Radar
Now perhaps you see the need to
pray for discernment and exercise
your spiritual senses.
We need what Jesus Christ had
and will have in the world tomorrow.
Isaiah 11:3 (King James Version)
tells us that He would have “quick
understanding” or discernment to
go along with wisdom. The word
translated “quick understanding”
can mean literally “to smell” or by
implication to “perceive” (The New
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of
the Bible). Did you ever hear a person say “I smell a rat,” signifying
there is something wrong here?
So, what can and should we be
doing?
1. Ask God and Christ to give you
the ability to spiritually discern (1
Corinthians 2:14).
2. Ask God to help you have your
senses exercised to discern both
good and evil (Hebrews 5:14).
3. On your next fast day, take extra
time to seek this help (Matthew
17:14-17).
4. Then keep on seeking and keep
on asking. Good things come to the
importunate child of God (Matthew
7:7-11).
Discernment is one of the most
important tools in a Christian’s
life—it is his or her spiritual radar.
Ask for it as a part of the gift given
at baptism and exercise your senses
using this discernment. UN
Richard Pinelli is coordinator of
ministerial development in Ministerial Services.
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Raising the Bar
■ Our world teaches
tolerance of sin and lowering
of standards. Yet Christ tells
us to become perfect! He gave
this as a lifelong goal and not
something that is achieved
immediately at baptism. But
if we are to become perfect,
we must be constantly
“raising the bar.”
by Jim Franks

Each year in December, George
Barna (leading researcher of churches
and church trends in the United States)
publishes what he considers the primary
issues facing churches from the previous
year. Early in January Mr. Barna posted
the following summary on his Web site
(www.barna.org) for the year 2006.
Barna’s Insights
“There has never been a time when
American society was in more dire need
of the Christian Church to provide a pathway to a better future. Given the voluminous stream of moral challenges, and the
rampant spiritual hunger that defines our
culture today, this should be the heyday
for biblical ministry. As things stand now,
we have become content with placating
sinners and filling auditoriums as the
marks of spiritual health…
“The nation’s adults deserve some
credit for recognizing and acknowledging that God is not a top priority in their
life. The challenge to church leaders is
to stop pandering for popularity and to
set the bar higher. People only live up to
the expectations set for them. When the
dominant expectations are that people
show up, play nicely together and keep
the system going, the potential for having
the kinds of life-changing experiences
“Young Adults,” continued from
page 1

want to continue these programs, develop
more opportunities and examine several
suggestions that have been made.
The goals of the meeting included
reviewing and establishing outcomes for
the young adult programs and assigning
coordinators for the major programs. We
decided on the following outcomes for our
UnitedYouth Corps program. We want the
program to help young adults:

that characterized the early Church are
limited, at best. If churches believe in the
life-changing power of the gospel and the
Holy Spirit, they must hold people to a
higher and more challenging standard.”
Morality Fading Fast
To have a well-known researcher
declare that Christianity needs to “set the
bar higher” and “must hold people to a
higher and more challenging standard”
is somewhat unusual in the midst of
a “do what you feel to be right as long
as it doesn’t hurt someone else” type of
society. The idea of morality or a code of
conduct for Christians is fast fading in a
religious world that focuses on tolerance
rather than rejection of sin. Obviously
tolerance can be a good thing, but if it
lowers the expected standard of conduct,
it becomes a bad thing and can encourage
poor behavior.
In the Church of God, our goal must
be to help people come out of sinful conduct and not condone such conduct. One
can love the sinner but hate the sin. But it
seems that most people in society would
rather be tolerant of the sin. It is easy to
be influenced by the world we live in and
adopt a casual approach toward sinful
conduct.
Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “Unless
you try to do something beyond what you
have already mastered, you will never
grow.” This is the thought behind the
concept of “raising the bar.”

subsequent round of competition, the bar
which establishes the vertical height of
the obstacle is raised, making the event
slightly more challenging. The athlete
who displays the greatest stamina and
skill successfully crosses the highest bar
(or series of them) and wins the event.
“As applied to life outside of the sporting world, raising the bar most often
pertains to setting ever higher expectations of quality or quantity. These
expectations may originate externally,
imposed by others who are judging performance, or internally, as a method of
self-improvement. Ideally, the two work
in tandem to bring about a new level of
achievement unseen in the context of
previous measures of excellence.”

A Sports Analogy
In reality the term comes from track
and field. According to word-detective.
com, the term has come into common
usage but still maintains the original concept of a high jump bar.
“The term came into common usage
in the English language through the track
and field sports of high jumping and pole
vaulting, where athletes run and jump to
propel themselves over obstacles. In each

The Process of Perfection
Take for example the words of
Christ in Matthew 5:48. Christ speaks
of being “perfect.” This is a difficult
concept in a world that accepts this as
an impossible goal. Christ gave this as
a lifelong goal and not something that
is achieved immediately at baptism. If
one is becoming perfect, he is constantly
“raising the bar.” The word for “perfect”
means “mature” or “complete,” which
is a process.
Matthew 5 through 7 has much to say
about Christian values. Consider the statements Christ made about adultery. Not
only did He condemn the act of adultery as
being a sin, but He condemned lust—that
is thinking about adultery. In our society
this would be considered strange—that
one be labeled a sinner because of lustful
thoughts. Many things in our society are
based on lust—advertising, television,
movies, etc. It seems that no one considers this a bad thing. Consider what Omar
Bradley said about our society and the
Sermon on the Mount.
“Ours is a world of nuclear giants
and ethical infants. We know more
about war than we know about peace,

1. Internalize the value of service and
leadership.
2. Commit to the values learned—to
see the need for the Kingdom of God.
3. Broaden their worldview.
4. Understand and respect people/brethren of other backgrounds and cultures.
5. Understand the work of the
Church—to be a part of something bigger
than themselves.
6. Appreciate their blessings.
Several international areas have
requested help from United Youth Corps

volunteers. Most of these opportunities
involve serving at international teen camps
next summer. These service opportunities
will usually take about two weeks. In the
next few months watch for postings for
projects in Africa and Asia.
We are also looking at opportunities for
longer projects working with Good Works
projects, special education programs and
archaeological digs.
Doug Horchak will be overseeing and
coordinating our UnitedYouth Corps projects. Mr. Horchak has been involved with

Youth Corps since its beginning in 2000.
He will work directly with senior pastors
in Africa and Asia to determine needs and
opportunities for Youth Corps projects.
Larry Greider will be working with the
Challenger II camps for young adults. The
Challenger II camps are a natural fit with
the teen camp program already coordinated by Mr. Greider. Mr. Greider will work
directly with each of the camp directors.
Future venues include Challenger
II–Arizona (rock climbing) in Tucson,
Arizona, in December 2007 and a Chal-

lenger II camp featuring canoeing in the
summer of 2008.
We are also investigating other exciting
Challenger II camp experiences such as
canoeing in the Canada/U.S. Boundary
Waters, a Grand Canyon backpack trip, a
white-water rafting/camping trip on New
River in West Virginia and an information/
technology challenge camp.
We are excited about these and other
potential opportunities for our young
adults in the future!
Dave Register

this poem since graduating from eighth
grade.
As I read it through, I realized I had such
a shell in my son’s shell collection. There
it was—the “lustrous coil” shining among
the others. As I held it in my hand, feeling
the smooth surface, I was taken back to our
Feast in St. Petersburg in 1976, where this
shell collection first began.
My son, Todd Snyder, “left his outgrown shell” in 1999 at age 33.
Norma Nelson, Austin, Minnesota

Letter on Modesty
I read with a little concern the letter from
the Internet writer on the topic of modesty in
the “Letters” section of the December United News. The writer says, apparently about
his or her UCG congregation, “We’ve had
a problem for quite some time with the lack
of modesty in the clothing of the teen girls,
young women and even occasionally other
women in our local congregation.”
In our attempt to hold on to young people in Church, we may be tempted to com-

promise with our standards and not be the
light that we should be to each other and
visitors to our congregations. I would urge
the Internet writer to have a good talk with
the local pastor and, if he is not willing to
do what is necessary, with the regional pastor until what causes offense to brethren is
altered or removed. God bless you!
B.K., Russia

ga is 25, not 1 as shown in the chart on
page 4 of the January 2007 issue. We
regret the error.

“As applied to life outside of the sporting world, raising the bar
most often pertains to setting ever higher expectations of quality
or quantity.”
more about killing than we know about
living. We have grasped the mystery of
the atom and rejected the Sermon on the
Mount.”
The apostle Paul declared that as
Christians we are to shine as lights (Philippians 2:15: “…that you may become
blameless and harmless, children of God
without fault in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation, among whom
you shine as lights in the world”). If our
light really does shine, then we must continually be raising the bar.
Good conduct and good morals must
be renewed daily. By growing in perfection, we raise the bar. As Christians we

never remain static. We must always be
moving ahead, building the character that
will be pleasing to God.
In his book on values, Canadian
Michael Adams defined ethics as doing
the hard right things and avoiding the
easy wrong things. Another way of
defining ethics is simply “raising the
bar.” We have one opportunity to live
our lives and become the lights that Paul
spoke about. We can’t change our past,
but we can change today and tomorrow. However, it will only happen if we
“raise the bar.” UN
Jim Franks is Ministerial Services
operation manager.

Letters
“The Chambered Nautilus”
I read with great appreciation the wonderful analogy of the chambered nautilus
and our Christian lives by Newton L. Baker in the January issue of United News.
As schoolchildren in a one-room country school in Wisconsin, back in 19361944, we were to commit to memory
poetry by such greats as Oliver Wendell
Holmes. This poem was very difficult for
me to learn, as I really did not understand
it—but now I do! I had not thought about

Correction
The Good News circulation in Ton-

Letters to the Editor: Letters
may be edited for length and clarity. Comments and suggestions are
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or email mike_bennett@ucg.org.

The Heavens Opened
Stephen was a young man who was committed to serving God, and he seems to have been a
potentially great leader in the growing Church.
Yet God allowed him to be stoned to death!
Standing there and consenting to this cruel act
was Saul, who later became Paul the apostle
(Acts 8:1).
No doubt remembering what Stephen had
done gave Paul added impetus to do what
seemed to have been the impossible in his lifetime. It prodded and inspired him to serve God
in such a remarkable way. Paul
wrote more about how to love
and serve God than any other
New Testament writer. It seems
he suffered as much or more than
other disciples (2 Corinthians
11:23-28). He went to his death
with courage and conviction (2
Timothy 4:6-8).
As Stephen was being stoned,
he saw “the heavens opened”
(Acts 7:56) and witnessed a
powerful sight that sustained him
through the horrible ordeal. And
so too for Paul—though in a different way—
“the heavens opened.” God gave him what he
needed to make it through his trials.
What about you and me? Will God give us
the courage and strength we really need when
we are facing the greatest trial in our existence?
Will the “heavens open” for us too? Is there
some sort of assurance God gladly gives to
those who love Him and keep His commandments?
God does not always grant a person a view
into the heavens as young Stephen was given,
but in other ways that do comfort and strengthen
His children, He sends whatever they need to
have the courage to stand fast at the point of their
greatest trial.
The words of Psalm 23:4 are well known to

anyone who reads the Scriptures. “Yea, though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod
and Your staff, they comfort me.”
God has been called the “Father of mercies
and God of all comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3). He
comforts us in all of our troubles.
Even in the darkest moment for each of us,
His “rod and staff” comfort us—the heavens
open in some way—the way that is the very best
for you and for me.
Robert Berendt
Pastor of the Edmonton, Alberta, congregation

Dachau: Praying for the
End of Suffering
In 1979, while stationed overseas in the
military, I visited one of the former Nazi concentration camps in
Dachau, Germany. At
the entrance to the site
was a wrought iron
gate with the words
“Arbeit Macht Frei,”
which means “Work
Makes One Free.”
What a twisted message for a place where
such heinous crimes
took place!
As I have learned
over the years, it is the
truth that makes one free. “And you will know
the truth, and the truth will make you free” (John
8:32, New Revised Standard Version).
At one location, consisting of several rectangular concrete slabs, were the remnants of former buildings. These structures, which had long
since been torn down, had housed the concentration camp prisoners.
Finally, the most moving part of my visit was
a series of still standing ovens where the bodies of dead prisoners had been cremated. Even
though it had been more than 30 years since the
end of World War II, it still retained the distinct
odor of death.
Looking back, I take comfort in the knowledge
that all such suffering will end. For it says in Revelation 21:4: “And God will wipe away every tear

Turning the Hearts . . .
Caring for Your Elderly Parents, Part 3
In part 2 we looked at how the aging parents might be feeling. Now let’s
turn to the children and their views of the situation.
Howard Clinebell Jr., in his book Growth Counseling for Mid-Years
Couples, writes, “One of the most difficult experiences of mid-years couples is the reversal of roles, as aging parents become increasingly dependent on them—emotionally if not physically. Seeing the once-competent
parents we love waste away and lose their ability to handle and enjoy life
is an agonizing experience for everyone involved” (1977, page 65).
The children of aged parents now must give care to their parents. They wonder how much they
should give and worry about its effect on their own family situation. Often there is division in their
immediate household over how much the son or daughter is going to be involved. The mate may feel
too much time is being devoted to the in-laws. Resentment over having to face this may develop.
There may also be strife among the siblings over who’s not pulling their weight.
No matter how much love the child has for the parents, he or she may feel bitter for being trapped.
One may feel that he doesn’t want to be very involved but harbor guilt pangs for not caring. As
parents begin to face impaired senses, the child can find himself or herself getting irritable toward
them. Emotional outbursts can occur against the aged parents. As the burden becomes heavier, the
thought of “it might be better if they died” may enter. Such thoughts are often followed by selfcondemnation.
Realizing the parents need the family but not knowing how much and exactly what to do add to
the dilemma of the child. Carroll Kennedy says, “Middle-aged children become increasingly supportive as their parents move into the later years of old age” (Human Development: The Adult Years
and Aging, 1978, page 307). The time has come for children to give the love back to their parents (1
John 4:19 gives us this principle).
Next time we’ll explore some possible solutions.
Gary E. Antion

from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain,
for the former things have passed away.’’
In the not-too-distant future, our great, powerful and awesome God will take over the imperfect
governments of this world and usher in His perfect government that will never fail and will show
mankind a better way. God hasten that day!
Ray Prater
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

The Pulls of Babylon
We in God’s Church made a decision at some
point not to live in Babylon.
In antiquity Judah was assaulted,
defeated and taken captive. But after
70 years the Jews were allowed to
return to Jerusalem and begin again
the rites of the temple. Many returned,
but more did not. They had found a
home that worked for them. They
stayed in Babylon by choice.
Many remained observant, but
probably some were enveloped and
sucked right into that maelstrom of frenetic life
in the Babylonian system.
As Christians, the choice is still ours, but
in my opinion, it is even harder to remain true
to God’s way of doing things today. Although
ancient Babylon was worldly, wise and wealthy,
modern Babylon operates by a steady stream of
reverberating and unremitting requests for our
attention. Even if you don’t “shop till you drop,”
it is hard to avoid the materialistic impulse that
is inherent in every ad that says, “You need this;
you deserve this!”
We must candidly admit that, were it not for
God’s Sabbath, we too—God’s own people—
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would have no time for anything else except
servicing our “labor saving” devices. We may
possess more stuff than any people of the past
ever imagined, but we have virtually no time at
all. This fact would be simply ironic except that
that loss of time (to reflect and pray and study)
has been part of Satan’s plan ever since the Eternal created the Sabbath.
We all are free to choose how we spend the
24 hours that come to us each day. Many say
that they must spend unseemly amounts of time
at work or on the road or on the freeway so that
they may enjoy a modicum of what others call
the “good life.” In fact, they are reaping exactly
what they have sown. Choices were made before
and the results could have been
foreseen as the natural consequence of those choices.
You can always do Bible
study. You can always pray. But
too often we don’t because we
have previously chosen amiss.
Everything, both good and bad,
in Satan’s world can and will be
used against us so that prayer
and Bible study won’t happen—unless we treasure them and give them
the highest priority.
Skip Miller
An elder in the San Diego, California, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wisdom, humor or practical information that you
would like to share? Please send them to your
local pastor and ask him to forward them to
United News at the home office. Guidelines
available on request (mike_bennett@ucg.org).

Children’s Corner

Poem: Unleavened Days of Bread
Alexis Lowery of the Eugene, Oregon, congregation was 10 when she wrote this
poem and drew this artwork last year. It was sent in by Gerald Bilyeu.

Get rid of baking powder, baking soda and yeast,
Don’t eat leavening at God’s second feast.
It represents getting rid of sin,
You should eat bread not puffed up, but thin.
Go to church, skip work, skip school,
God’s second feast is very cool.
Dress up, comb your hair,
Go to church, sit in a chair.
Then you listen to the sermon, talk and eat unleavened food.
Share with everyone, don’t try to be rude.
You don’t eat leavening for seven days,
Out of your house leavening stays.
Leavening stays off my plate,
I think Unleavened Days of Bread is great!

Learn more about the Days of Unleavened Bread in the booklet God’s Holy Day Plan.

Dachau, photo courtesy Ray Prater; other images © 2007 JupiterImages Corporation
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New England
Congregations
Celebrate 40 Years
On Nov. 18 the two United Church
of God congregations in New England
got together to celebrate the 40-year
anniversary of the first congregation
established in New England.
Of the 178 people who attended the
service, approximately 40 were guests.
Many were old friends from the beginning, and they very much enjoyed get-

a luncheon of croissant sandwiches,
coleslaw and fruit, with turtle cheesecake for dessert.
Tables were set with everlasting rose
(wooden) centerpieces. Each senior was
given one to take home as a remembrance of the day. During the luncheon,
beautiful piano and violin music was
provided by our young people.
Following the luncheon was time for
some stories and light entertainment.
The activity concluded with a presentation of gift baskets and pens to show
appreciation for our senior citizens.
Marlys Peterson

10-Year-Old
Donates Hair to
Locks of Love

Fred Kellers gives sermon at 40th
anniversary of the Church of God in
New England (photo by Gary Jacques)

ting reacquainted with one another and
sharing stories of what had happened
over the past years.
The guest speaker for the day was
Fred Kellers. He and his wife, Lucretia, made the journey from Nashville,
Tennessee, where they now serve. Mr.
Kellers was the pastor in New England
from 1968 to 1972. His sermon was
based on “God’s Perspective of Time.”
It was very well received.
Too many members were involved
in the planning to name everyone, but
thanks are due to all for the effort put
out so that the event was a successful
celebration of the 40 years.
Paul Suckling

Mankato and
Austin Senior
Citizens Honored
Senior citizens from the Mankato
and Austin, Minnesota, congregations
were honored with a special luncheon
on the Sabbath of Dec. 9, 2006. As they
arrived, the seniors were presented with
a flower corsage and were escorted to
their tables by teens from the area.
The teenagers then served the seniors

Heidi Braun, 10-year-old daughter of
Martin and Ailsa Braun, donated more
than 10½ inches of her own hair in June
2006 to Locks of Love. Locks of Love
is a charitable organization that uses
donations of hair to benefit financially
disadvantaged children with long-term
medical hair
loss.
Heidi attends
the Charlotte,
North Carolina, congregation along with
her parents and

Before and after Heidi Braun donated
her long hair to Locks of Love

younger sister, Heather. She is homeschooled and in the fifth grade. Her
hobbies include piano, singing, reading
and playing dolls with her sister. She
has performed in three piano recitals at
a local assisted-living facility, the latest being just before Thanksgiving in
November 2006.
Ailsa Braun

Oregon Young
Adults Take Care
of Yards

Vern Kardell receives a flower from
Prisca Myers (photo by Marlys
Peterson)

The young adults of the Salem and
Eugene, Oregon, congregations volunteered their time on Oct. 29 and Dec.
17, 2006, for two service projects. A
combined effort was put forth to clean
up the yards of Annabelle Lee and Mr.
and Mrs. Albert Summey, three elder-
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Young adults in Oregon help with
yard work

ly members of God’s Church.
Everyone involved put forth a tremendous effort to produce two trimmed
and well-manicured yards. Both Mrs.
Lee and the Summeys were very grateful for everyone’s hard work.
Sabrina Koester
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and senior citizens were especially honored. All mothers with young children
were saved the responsibility of looking
after these children by the young adults.
This allowed the mothers to concentrate
on the message, titled “Preparing Our
Children for the Kingdom of God.”
After the service there was a special
lunch. The senior citizens being honored
gave some words of advice and encouragement to the young adults gathered.
There was an excursion by the preteens
and young adults on Dec. 31 to a nature
conservation center in the coastal part of
Lagos. At the conservation center we saw
several large tortoises said to be over 95
years old, and
we climbed a

Lagos Holds
Second Young
Adults/Family
Weekend
The Lagos, Nigeria, congregation
held its second young adults/family
activity from Dec. 28 to Jan. 1. This
program is designed to help bring the
various groups in the Church together
through fun-filled activities, excursions, Posing with a giant tortoise, climbing
Bible studies, shared experiences and to a tree house and learning beading
workshops where various useful skills during Lagos weekend
and talents can be shared.
The theme of the program was “Equip- tree house built on top of an almost 60ping the Saints,” taken from Ephesians foot-tall tree!
4:11-15. All the Bible studies, lectures
The entire five-day program was
and workshops focused on that topic.
blessed by God with safe travel, pleasThe first weekend held last year was ant weather and wonderful fellowship,
so edifying and popular it was decided and all went back home with a stronger
to make it a regular event.
sense of fellowship and family.
This year’s event attracted eight young
Oludare Akinbo
adults from other congregations who
braved the rough Nigerian roads and traveled as far as over 800 kilometers to attend Sacramento
the program. The highest attendance
Women’s Club
recorded during the activity was 56.
Activities commenced on Dec. Launches
28 with an introduction by Oludare
Akinbo, the associate pastor, on the
reason for the event. He followed with
Jan. 14 was a much-anticipated
a presentation on the theme “Equipping date for the ladies of the Sacramento,
the Saints,” using PowerPoint slides to California, congregation. The Women’s
make the message come alive.
Fellowship Club got off to a great start
During the program, there was a with 26 of the ladies joining in on the
bead-making class given by two of the inaugural meeting. Held at the upscale
young adults, Ibirogba Lola and Akinbo Regency Sierra Retirement Village, the
Ronke. The interest by both men and women enjoyed an animated meeting
women to acquire this useful skill that
could serve as a source for supplementing meager incomes and allowances
was very encouraging.
There was also a tie-and-dye class/
workshop where participants were taught
how to convert old and faded clothes into
beautiful patterns. This is also a useful
skill that could help reduce the burden
of purchasing new clothes for kids and
adults alike. It is also possible to use this
as a means of boosting income.
Some attendees at Sacramento’s
The high point of the program was the inaugural Women’s Fellowship Club
Sabbath service Dec. 30 where mothers (photo by Jessica Horchak)

coordinated by Jackie Horchak.
Joe Horchak, pastor of Sacramento,
welcomed the women and thanked them
for their enthusiasm and support for the
club. He explained that the primary
focus of the club would be to provide the
environment for true Christian fellowship for the ladies of the congregation.
He expressed that he believed that
the club was a wonderful opportunity
for each of the ladies to make her individual contribution to the whole club,
as well as the congregation, over the
months and years ahead.
The formal meeting got started with
an icebreaker speech presented by Adrienne Hostetter.
This was followed by a lively discussion on the Proverbs 31 woman, as
outlined in the Bible and portrayed
in the book Women of the Bible,
used as a resource for the club.
The meeting was rounded out by
having the women work together in
groups on specific areas of etiquette,
which all agreed has become somewhat of a lost tradition. The ladies
were provided hypothetical situations
and then discussed what might be the
appropriate ways to handle them. Each
group had a spokesperson who shared
the ideas with the other groups. Bev
Butler volunteered to compile each set
of ideas each month and make them
available to all of the ladies to keep for
later reference.
Once the meeting adjourned, it was
almost like trying to leave after the Last
Great Day—nobody wanted to go. Eventually they did amid a buzz of anticipation
for the next club meeting set for Feb. 11.
Joe Horchak

Bricket Wood
Holds Winter Social
The Bricket Wood, England, congregation held its annual winter social in
St. Stephen’s Hall Jan. 13. There were
67 in attendance for the Sabbath service and a few more guests came for
the evening events.
In addition to the superb food provided by the ladies, a highlight of
the evening’s entertainment was a
screen photo presentation of members
involved in various church and social
activities during the last year.
Excerpted from UCG–British Isles
National Announcements Jan 20, 2007.
Local Church Updates: If your
congregation’s news and events are
rarely covered in United News, why
not check with your pastor and write
something for him to send in? We’re
looking for 100- to 300-word articles
and photographs with captions. Please
include a self-addressed envelope
if you would like photos returned.
Include the author’s and photographer’s names and your phone number.
Please double-check the spelling of
names. Please e-mail (preferred) or
give the material to your local pastor to forward to United News.
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Announcements
Births
Glenn and Sharon (Greider) Koester
of the Portland, Oregon, congregation
are excited to announce the birth of their
daughter, Sophia Rose Greider Koester.
She was born Sept. 17, 2006, weighing
8 pounds 1 ounce. Sophia has been well
taken care of by her amazing big brother,
Max. She makes the second grandchild
for Larry and Bonnie Greider of the Los
Angles, California, congregation and the

long prayed for Feast gift this year!
Her adoring grandparents are Albert
and Elizabeth Wubben of Portland,
Oregon, and Gary and Glynda Wright of
Salem, Oregon. Thank you to everyone
who prayed for many months for her safe
arrival!

With thankful hearts, Matthew and Betsy McDonald of the Lubbock, Texas, congregation, joyfully announce the arrival of

Clint and Joy Porter of the Cincinnati
East, Ohio, congregation, announce the
birth of their first child, Melody Ruth,
born on Dec. 9, 2006. Melody weighed
6 pounds 14 ounces and was 20.1 inches
long. Proud grandparents include David
and Luella Porter of Indianapolis, Indi-

the marriage of their daughter, Laëtitia
Irène to Chad David Demarest, son of
Roy and Pauline Demarest of Boynton
Beach, Florida. The couple was married Oct. 8, 2006, in Varetz, France.
They live in Baltimore, Maryland.
Linda Goodale and Bryant Lambert of
the Atlanta, Georgia, congregation were
married on Aug. 12, 2006, in the pictur-

Avery Elizabeth McDonald

Sophia Rose Greider Koester

fourth grandchild for Bruce and Sandy
Koester of the Portland congregation.
Alan and Montse Warrington of the
Redlands, California, congregation are
very pleased to announce the birth of
their first child, Jordan Alan Warrington.
His early arrival on Sunday, Nov. 26,
2006, over the Thanksgiving weekend, gave the family much more to be
thankful for. Jordan weighed 7 pounds 4
ounces and was 20½ inches long.
His grandparents, Alan and Diane
Warrington of West Chicago, Illinois,
and Enrique and Irene Baez of Puebla,

sister, Jayslyn. The proud grandparents
are Nathaniel and Bertha Williams of the
Raleigh, North Carolina, congregation.

Melody Ruth Porter

ana, and John and Linda LaBissoniere of
Knoxville, Tennessee.
Steve and Lori (Hoyer) Anderson are
pleased to announce the birth of their
second child, Jacob Grey Anderson. Jake
arrived on July 5, 2006. He is a welcome
addition to the family, and older sister
Cora (age 7) is very excited to have a
baby in the family “because they’re SO

their daughter, Avery Elizabeth. Avery
was born on March 8, 2006, weighing 6
pounds 14 ounces and was 19¼ inches
long. She is an absolute blessing! Avery
has given her mommy and daddy lots of
new wrinkles from smiling so much!

Engagements
Jim and Kathleen Healey of Cleveland,
Ohio, are pleased to announce the engagement of their daughter, Stephanie Lynn
Healey, to Eduardo Adrian Elizondo from
Atlanta, Georgia, son of Guilebaldo and
Terry Elizondo of Leon, Mexico. Eduardo

Linda and Bryant Lambert

esque village of Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Ontario, Canada, in the presence of their
families. The ceremony was officiated by
Britton Taylor, pastor of the Fort Worth,
Texas, congregation. The groom’s parents are Johnnie and Hazel Lambert of
the Elmira, New York, congregation.
Eric Jeffords and Laura Pottinger are
pleased to announce their marriage on
Oct. 4, 2006. Eric is the son of Warren and
Diane Jeffords, members of the United

honored them with a surprise reception
after services on Dec. 30. They were married on Dec. 15, 1956, in San Francisco,
California. Both are baptized members in
the United Church of God in Gadsden.
L.J. was born in Ashland, Alabama.
After graduating from high school, he
enlisted in the Air Force and was stationed
in the San Francisco area where he met
his future wife, Arline. Being in the Air
Force, L.J. and Arline had the opportunity
to travel the world.
While stationed at Kadena Air Force
Base in Okinawa, Arline and a friend
began receiving Church literature. Both
L.J. and Arline had previously listened to
the The World Tomorrow broadcast while
stationed in Belton, Missouri, in the mid1960s.
Upon retiring from the Air Force in
1973, the family moved back to L.J.’s
hometown and began farming. In 1976
he was hired by Northrop Corporation to
manage a crew responsible for the maintenance of the Saudi Royal Air Force’s
fighter aircraft at one of three airbases. L.J.
and Arline spent the next 15 years on and
off in Saudi Arabia.
L.J. retired in 1991 and moved back to
Ashland where they attended theAnniston
and now Gadsden congregations.
L.J. and Arline have three sons: Joe,
Bob and Wes; and four grandchildren:
Brandon, Nathan, Zach and Emily. All
three sons are baptized members.

Obituaries
Kenneth D. Garrison of Des Moines,
Iowa, died suddenly of heart failure during the Feast on Oct. 10, 2006, at the age of
62. He is survived by his wife of 42 years,
Sharon; four children; four grandchildren;
five great-grandchildren; and many other
family members and friends.
Ken was a family man and a man of

Laura and Eric Jeffords
Jordan Alan Warrington

Mexico, are enjoying their newest grandchild. A special thanks to the local pastoral couple, Robin and Susan Webber, for
their love and support of “Baby W.”
Craig and Brenda (Wright) Wubben
would like to announce the arrival of their
daughter, Hannah Grace! Hannah was
born on Oct. 11, 2006, weighed 7 pounds
and was 19¾ inches long. Hannah’s big
brother, Ian, was born and died last year
on Feb. 7, 2005, and so Hannah was a surprise blessing not thought possible, and a

Jacob Grey Anderson

cute!” The family resides in Crestline,
California, and attends United services
in Eagle Rock (Los Angeles).
Jayson and Terri McDaniel of Oakland, California, are thrilled to announce

Stephanie Lynn Healy and
Eduardo Adrian Elizondo

and Stephanie met at Ambassador Bible
Center. They are planning a June 3, 2007,
wedding in Cleveland, Ohio.

Weddings
Victor and Annette Bernal of Bordeaux, France, are happy to announce

Jaycob McDaniel

Hannah Grace Wubben

the birth of their first son, Jaycob. Jaycob was born on Nov. 16, 2006, in San
Leandro, California. Jaycob has a big

Church of God, Nashville, Tennessee,
congregation. The couple is residing in
Ohio, and attend the Cincinnati East congregation. Eric is building a local computer
service business and a private franchising
business. Laura is a professor of fine art at
Southern State Community College and is
building a business as an artist.

Anniversaries
L.J. and Arline Smith celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary with friends

L.J. and Arline Smith
Laëtitia and Chad Demarest

and extended family in mid-December,
and the Gadsden, Alabama, congregation

Kenneth D. Garrison

faith. He was a rock for his family and
others. He saw this as his godly role, and
he rejoiced in it. He loved his job in tool
and die making and had several interests
and hobbies: woodworking, auto mechanics, hunting, fishing, computer games, collecting tools and general tinkering. But his
greatest interest was in serving.
Ken was forced into retirement 20 years
ago, as a result of a massive heart attack.
Since then he had lived with the knowledge that he could go at any time. There
were two other close calls with death from
which he escaped miraculously. Many
times, experiencing heart pain as he retired
for the night, he said a short prayer to the
effect of, “Father, I’ll see you in the morning, or in the Kingdom.”
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This gave Ken a very directed viewpoint: to show his gratitude by serving
God, his family and fellow man to the
greatest extent every day. He was thankful
for every day of life, and considered the
extra time he had (because of not being
able to continue working) as an opportunity to serve others. Because of that outlook, he was a cheerful helper wherever
he went. He served and was known and
loved in his neighborhood, community
and church.
He leaves a large vacancy in the Des
Moines congregation where he and Sharon have served for decades. As a deacon, Ken worked behind the scenes, giving credit to others, and carried a heavy
load that several others have stepped in
to fill.
He leaves behind a “legacy of laughter”
and good will. He set a strong example as
a servant and leader, and had an impact for
good on many, many people. Kenneth D.
Garrison will be sorely missed.
Gladys Blanks of Dallas, North Carolina, died peacefully on Dec. 20, 2006,
at the age of 95. Gladys was baptized in
1977 in the Richmond, Virginia, congregation; she moved to the Charlotte church
area in 1996. She was only able to attend
occasionally since moving into the area a
decade ago. Her health had been declining for several years, including becoming
mostly blind and hard of hearing. She
became very discouraged at times and
actually did not desire to continue living.
Several in the Charlotte congregation
stayed in contact with her, visiting and
encouraging her.
Her funeral service and burial on
Dec. 22 were in Henderson, North Carolina, where she grew up and spent her
childhood. Quite a few family members and friends were there to show
their love and respect. Gladys lived a
full, rich and long life. Now she will
rest until the resurrection when we will
see her again.
Dorothy Jane Minton Shelton died
Nov. 26, 2006, at the age of 56. She was
a member of the Roanoke, Virginia, congregation. Her husband, Wallace, survives
her, and he too is a member in Roanoke.

Dorothy Jane Minton Shelton

They both were greatly encouraged by
the prayers and cards of support that came
from the members of the Church.
Dorothy suffered from a rare disease
of the lungs called LAMS. For many
years she endured painful lung collapses and invasive surgeries. Finally,
after much suffering, she was able to
be placed on a lung transplant list and
received a transplanted lung. The suffering did not end. The new lung didn’t
respond and it eventually failed. Her

last few months were in total agony, as
she suffered from much pain and insufficient oxygen.
Yet, despite her suffering, she was a
beacon of hope and courage. She never
complained but trusted God with her very
life. She often would send cards to those
who were experiencing trials and would
be concerned about how they were doing.
Those who visited her often came home
more encouraged and strengthened by her
positive determination to hang onto the
truth of the coming Kingdom of God. We
all know that her next conscious moment
will be without any pain or suffering, and
we all pray for that day to come soon.
She will be greatly missed by all who
knew her. Dorothy’s funeral was attended
by many of her other surviving family including her sister, father and mother,
other relatives, and many of the members
from Roanoke. Her pastor, John Foster,
officiated.
Nov. 2, 2006, Nadine Bruzas, the member of the West Palm Beach, Florida, congregation who had been a member longest,
was killed in a car accident. Nadine was 84
and was baptized in 1954.

Nadine Bruzas

The West Palm Beach congregation has
lost a true Christian soldier. Because of her
very positive presence among us, she will
be greatly missed.
Members of the congregation all have
memories of time spent with her, our little
chats about what she experienced and
many times endured during her 52 years as
a baptized member of God’s Church. We
all will treasure our memories of Nadine.
We understand and appreciate the fact that
her warfare is over, and she now awaits her
crown in the Kingdom of God at the resurrection of the saints at the second coming
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Nadine suffered for many years from a
severe throat condition due to calcification.
Her throat was closing slowly on a continuous basis. She could only eat puréed
foods in order to be able to swallow and
not choke. Yet in spite of this condition,
she was always a sweetheart—positive,
happy and pleasant, and she rarely if ever
complained.
We will not know until the resurrection
why God allowed Nadine to die in this
untimely way, but we can surely know
this—her suffering is over.
William Michael Kyle Sr. attended
church inYoungstown, Ohio. He was born
on Oct. 7, 1939, in Cambridge Springs,
Pennsylvania, and died in his home from
lymphoma on March 9, 2006, after enduring years of debilitating health problems.
He was baptized in 1971 and has been
a member of the United Church of God
since its founding.

Tribute: Robert
Allen Borton
Robert Allen Borton was born June
27, 1940, in Fort Wayne, Indiana, to
Earl and Henrietta Borton. He was the
second oldest of four children, having
two brothers, Richard E. and Thomas E.
Borton, both of Fort Wayne, and a sister,
Barbara A. Bolen of Fremont, Indiana.
Bob graduated from North Side
High School in Fort Wayne in 1959
and attended Indiana University
Extension there as well before going
to work at Perfection Bakeries, Inc.
He lived all but two of his 66 years in
the Fort Wayne area, those two being
spent in the U.S. Army after being
drafted in 1964. One posting was in
Thule, Greenland, serving in security
and as the chaplain’s assistant on the
weekends. While in the Army, Bob
also took accounting courses.
He received an honorable discharge
with the rank of Private First Class and
returned home to Fort Wayne to work at
Perfection Bakeries again, staying there
from 1966 until 2002. Bob’s last seven
years with Perfection were spent as an
internal auditor. He enjoyed traveling to
their 40 branches, located in Indiana, Illinois, Ohio and Michigan. After leaving
Perfection he worked for four years in
an insurance office in Fort Wayne alongside several other Church members.
One day in 1966 while on the job at
Perfection he was introduced to Janet
Welty. He was instantly attracted and
got to know her up to a point, but when
he asked her out on a date, Janet said
no. When Bob asked why, she said her
religion was different than his and that
it just wouldn’t work out. Whereupon
Bob replied, “I don’t want to marry
you, I just want to go out on a date!”
Being raised a good Methodist with
perfect church attendance, he had also
read the Bible through three or four
He leaves his wife, Patti, and one son,
Bill Jr., and his wife, Jackie, and their
two children who attend the Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, congregation. He is also
survived by one daughter, Tina Rupp, and
her husband, Dan, and their two children,
who attend the Youngstown, Ohio, congregation. He is preceded in death by one
daughter, Julie Anne.
He was a U.S. Army veteran having
served in Korea with the DMZ police
force. He was a first class machinist. He
also was a part-time dairy farmer.
A funeral service was conducted
by David Myers, the pastor of the
Youngstown congregation. Many family members and friends filled the funeral
home and supported the family. He is
dearly missed by his family, who are
anxiously awaiting reuniting at Christ’s
return.
Kortwright Peters, 53, died Dec. 15 at
his residence in West Palm Beach, Florida.
He was surrounded by family and friends.
The funeral service was held Dec. 20,
2006, and was conducted by Roy Demarest, pastor of the West Palm Beach and
Miami congregations.
Kortwright was born on the island
of Antigua in the Caribbean on Nov.
25, 1953. He is survived by his wife
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times already, and he became curious
about just what was so different about
Janet’s religion. She gave him a lesson from the Bible Correspondence
Course and Bob quickly finished it and
asked for more. After he had thoroughly and rapidly completed eight or nine
lessons he wrote Pasadena asking for
the rest of the lessons and numerous
booklets. One thing led to another and
he was baptized April 8, 1967, by John
Bald, along with 17 other people.
Bob proposed to Janet in the parking lot of Perfection Bakeries, under
the locally famous rotating bread loaf
sign. They married on July 15, 1967.
Together they had two boys, Jeff and
Joel, in 1968 and 1971, respectively,
and raised them in the faith. Both sons
attended Ambassador College in Big
Sandy. Jeff graduated in 1992 and Joel
in 1994. Both live in Fort Wayne. Joel
is married to the former Suzanne Oliver of Spokane, Washington, and they
have two daughters, Sophia, 3, and
Tessa, 18 months.
Bob loved to golf and was active in
softball and bowling through the years
as well, mostly at Church functions.
Janet always said, “If there’s a game
with a ball involved, Bob just loves
it.” He also helped Janet on weekends
with her housecleaning business. He
and his family built their life around
the Church, and traveled to many Feast
sites over 40 years.
In 1973 Bob was ordained a deacon
by Bruce Vance and in 1978 he was
ordained an elder by Frank McCrady
III. Bob and Janet were central to the
life of the Fort Wayne congregation,
especially since 1995 when the group
reformed with 29 founding members
out of the approximately 300 that previously attended services.
Bob and Janet were widely considered among current and former Church
members as shepherds who diligently
of 23 years, Tracelyn; his three brothers; three sisters; close friends, Lilian
and Jonathan Hendricks; many nieces
and nephews; and his mother-in-law,
Ethel.
Kortwright was baptized on Feb. 17,
1985, by Stan Bass in Antigua. Then he
immigrated to Florida on Feb. 8, 1987,

Kortwright Peters

and joined the Miami congregation. He
was very kind, lived in great peace and
gave what he had to those in need. He
was a man of conviction, faith and faithfulness. He followed his convictions
even though it meant going against the
crowd.

Robert Allen Borton

went after the lost sheep. They kept in
contact with scores of former members
after the breakup of 1995 and many of
them attended his funeral.
Bob died Thursday morning, Dec.
7, 2006, at the age of 66 after a very
short stay in the hospital, suffering
from a brain tumor. He was preceded
in death by his wife, Janet, who died at
age 62 on Nov. 29, 2004, of complications arising after heart surgery. They
are both buried in Highland Park Cemetery in Fort Wayne, in the Memorial
Garden section.
Pastor Darris McNeely writes, “Bob’s
death came very quickly after the diagnosis of an inoperable brain tumor in
mid-November 2006. He was not in any
pain even though it was a fast-growing
tumor. His death brings to a close a life
of faith and service to God’s Church
and members in Fort Wayne. Bob was a
cheerful elder and friend. Together with
his wife, Janet, they were solid pillars
for nearly four decades. It is difficult to
describe their impact over the years. All
of us who knew Bob feel a deep loss of
a friend. He finished his race and died in
the faith. The angels rejoice and we all
await the resurrection when we will see
him again.”
Scott Moss
Kortwright enjoyed good health for
most of his life. However, in June 2005,
he was diagnosed with colon cancer and
worked while in chemotherapy. He faced
a steady decline in health after August
2006.
Due to his persistence, and God’s
strength, he was able to attend the Feast of
Tabernacles in October 2006. Shortly after
the Feast, Kortwright’s health deteriorated
dramatically. He was hospitalized the day
before Thanksgiving for a few days and
was readmitted on Nov. 30 with respiratory difficulty. On Dec. 13, he was discharged to hospice care at home and died
on Dec. 15. He now rests and awaits the
first resurrection.
The family thanks everyone for the
many prayers and support.
Announcements: Members are
welcome to submit announcements
of the births, engagements, weddings,
significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50,
60, etc.) and obituaries in their families. Please include a self-addressed
envelope if you would like photos
returned. Most items are 50 to 100
words and should not exceed 250
words. Please e-mail (preferred) or
give them to your local pastor to forward to United News.
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News
At a Glance

Continued from page 2

extra-large (9- by 12-inch) cards were
made and put out on tables for the brethren
to sign. These were sent to area shut-ins,
elderly members who could not attend the
Feast and those who were ill.
We would like to see the cards made
available at all Feast sites. We would be
happy to send a sample card and general
instructions to anyone who is interested
in making these cards for various sites.
These could be made by anyone interested in card making or scrapbooking.
Many teenagers would love doing these,
and a group of brethren might enjoy getting together and making them.
For more information, please contact
Susan Graham or Terri Cortelyou at:
Susan Graham, 357 Heritage Dr., Mackinaw, IL 61755; telephone, (309) 3598485; e-mail, Ken_Graham@ucg.org.
Terri Cortelyou, 2450 N. County Rd.
2750, La Harpe, IL 61450; telephone,
(217) 659-3857; e-mail, Larry_Cortelyou@ucg.org.

Houston Music
Festival 2007 Set
for Sept. 2
The third annual UCG Houston Music
Festival will be held on Sunday, Sept. 2,
2007, Labor Day weekend, at 20737
Broze Road, Humble, Texas. Last year
300 people, including 45 musicians,
enjoyed a full day of rock, folk, country
and blues music.
Attendance grew by 33 percent last
year, and this year we anticipate an even
larger crowd. A second stage and a new
canopy system have been added.
Out-of-town musicians can use stage
equipment provided by local musicians, including a drum set, amplifiers,
keyboards, congas, bongos, timbales,
microphones and monitors, Guitars may
be available by special arrangement.
Musicians interested in participating should contact David Buchanan by
e-mail at BuchananEnvironmental@

earthlink.net (please use Subject: Houston Music Festival to avoid deletion of
your correspondence) or by telephone at
(281) 852-2438, no later than July 31.
Musicians must be members or
attending one of the Sabbath-keeping
Churches of God. Exceptions will be
made for nonmember musicians in a
backup role. All musicians must conform to Church standards for dress,
grooming and conduct.
Festival entry is free; however, donations will be accepted to defray expenses. Any extra funds will be donated to the
United Church of God.
Hotel accommodations may be found
in Humble, Texas, approximately five
minutes from the church building. In the
event of rain, performances will be held
in the building auditorium.
David Buchanan

South Central
Region Teen Formal
Set for March 17
The Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas, congregations are hosting their sixth annual
Teen Formal Dinner and Dance for the
South Central Region on Saturday night,
March 17. All teens in seventh grade
through age 19 are encouraged to attend.
This year’s formal promises to be
truly elegant and is themed “A BlackTie Affair.”
As in previous years, graduating
seniors will be honored with a special
presentation. Parents are welcome to
attend the dinner and presentation. Full
details as well as online registration
(deadline, March 1) are available at
www.ucg-dallas.org/teenformal or contact Dora Jennings at (972) 509-4512.
Sunday morning, March 18, the Fort
Worth congregation will be hosting the
final basketball tournament nearby.
Dora Jennings

■ Good Works Program. View
current projects for Rwanda
and Kenya at www.ucg.org/
goodworks/.
■ Ambassador Bible Center.
Listen to hundreds of hours
of ABC
classes, in
MP3 format,
online at
www.ucg.
org/abc/
classes/.
Pentecost/Memorial Day weekend in
Jacksonville and St. Augustine, Florida.
Seminars and Sabbath services will
focus on developing leadership roles
within the Church, family and community. Speakers for the seminars and
sermons will include Council members
Jim Franks and Richard Thompson.
Other activities will include a dinner dance, sightseeing of historical St.
Augustine and a treasure hunt on Anastasia Island. Look for additional details
in the March-April United News.
Ina McLemore

Topics range from Comparative
Religion to the Doctrines of the
United Church of God.

“Tear Down These Walls?”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

■ Online Bible. Did you
know that there is online Bible
available at the UCG.org Web
site? This helpful resource is
located at www.ucg.org/brp/
kjvbible/.

■ World News and Prophecy
Online with
blogs on the
day’s news,
podcasts and
more. www.
wnponline.org

■ UCG Commentary
“Put Away the Anointing Oil”
“Should Any Child Be Left
Behind?”
vations are requested by March 16 in
order to help with the event planning.
Please send your check for tickets to
Robert McCurdy, 368 Shadow Brooke
Cir., Loganville, GA 30052, made out to
UCG–Atlanta.
Additional information about hotels,
payment information, senior recognition and directions are available on the
Web at www.ucgatlanta.org or call Eric
Evans at (404) 513-6515.
Eric Evans

Baptism Stories
Southeast Regional Wanted
Prom Planned for
As mentioned in the November 2006
United
News article “Recently Baptized
March 24
Members Surveyed,” we are looking for

The Atlanta area congregations will
be hosting the eighth annual Southeast Regional Prom the evening of
March 24 in the Grand Ballroom of the
Gainesville Civic Center in Gainesville,
Georgia. This year’s theme is “Cruise
Around the World!”
Sabbath services will begin at 2:30 p.m.
Jacksonville Hosts The formal/semiformal dance, for those
aged 13 through young adult, will begin
Young Adults’
at 8 p.m. Parents are also welcome to join
eventful evening.Alight snack, dessert
Activity May 25-28 the
buffet and beverages will be served.
Discounted tickets are available in
“The New World…Past and Future” advance at $20 per attendee with a maxiis the theme for the activities set for mum charge of $40 per family. Reser-

Dallas 50th Anniversary Set for April 7
The United Church of God congregation in
Dallas, Texas, will host a 50th anniversary celebration of the starting of God’s Church in the
metroplex on April 7, 2007, during Unleavened
Bread. Activities for the weekend will be held at
the Marriott Solana in Westlake, Texas, a suburb
of Dallas/Fort Worth.
The festivities will begin with a reception on
the Sabbath to welcome friends and family as
well as renew acquaintances. We will then have
a special afternoon Sabbath services, followed
by a slide show chronicling the past 50 years
of God’s work in this region and honoring His
wonderful family members who have lived here
over the years. Then topping off the special day
will be a semiformal dinner and dance.
For those interested in joining us, we have set
up a special Web site that will provide all of the

United Church of God, an International Association

details on housing, activities and how to submit
photos for the slide show. Please visit us at www.
ucg-dallas.org/50th and check back often as we
will post updates as the weekend approaches.
If you have old photos chronicling the Dallas church (what was then the Radio Church of
God and later the Worldwide Church of God)
that you would be willing to share with us, we
would love to borrow them.You may either scan
and e-mail them to us or send them by regular
mail, and we will digitize and return them to you.
We will select photos from those submitted to
place in the slide show. Please explain or comment on the photos, and e-mail digital photos to
Phillip Sandilands at sandilands@comcast.net
or mail them to: Dallas 50th Anniversary, 1002
Redbud Dr., Allen, TX 75002.
Phillip and Marlys Sandilands

members’ stories of their calling and baptism. Send your 200- to 400-word “Baptism Story” to mike_bennett@ucg.org and
copy your pastor.

Calendar of Events
Feb. 16-18: Texas Young Adults Weekend, “Got Friends?” Dallas, Texas
(www.ucg-dallas.org/ya).
Feb. 16-19: Presidents’ Day Ski Weekend, Salt Lake City, Utah. (801) 4950412 or larry_salyer@ucg.org.
Feb. 16-19: Midwest Family Weekend,
Branson, Missouri (see article, November issue, page 24).

Featured Link

If you have
questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org

Feb. 23-28: Council of Elders meeting,
San Diego, California.
Feb. 24: 40th Orange County, California, anniversary (see article, November issue, page 24).
Feb. 24-25:Tampa Bay, Florida,Women’s
Conference (ucg-tampabay.org). Also,
please give your thoughts on “Achieving Balance” at www.surveymonkey.
com/s.asp?u=474913134229.
March 7-8: Beyond Today taping.
March 17: South Central Region Teen
Formal Dinner and Dance, Dallas/
Fort Worth, Texas, www.ucg-dallas.
org/teenformal.
March 24: Southeast Regional Prom,
Gainesville, Georgia, www.ucgatlanta.org.
April 7: Dallas 50th anniversary celebration, Westlake, Texas, www.ucgdallas.org/50th.
April 21-22: Twin Cities Families for
God Weekend, “Joint Heirs With
Christ, Our Spiritual Heritage,” Minneapolis, Minnesota (www.ucgstp.
org/familiesforgod).
May 5-7: GCE annual meeting, Holiday
Inn Eastgate, Cincinnati, Ohio.
May 8-10: Council of Elders meeting.
May 18-20: Spokane, Washington, 10th
annual Women’s Retreat. Theme:
“Fruitful Branches.”
May 25-28: Young adults’ activity, Jacksonville, Florida (see article, this page).
Aug. 3-7: Council of Elders meeting.
Aug. 12: ABC graduation.
Sept. 2: Houston Music Festival, see
article, this page.
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