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Does God Have a Plan?

W

hat is God doing? Is there a way to know?
Does He have a plan? If so, what is it?
Good questions. Do you know the answers?
That’s one of the purposes of The Good News—to help you discover the answers to the really big questions of life and our existence.
Where is the world headed? That’s a big question—and the subject of this issue. Many people are convinced the world will end
next year. Sound far-fetched? Just a few months ago thousands of
people were convinced the world would end on May 21, but the
day came and went like any other.
There is a key to understanding some of these big questions. It’s
the key to understanding God’s plan. It’s the key to understanding
what God is doing on earth, and the time frame for His acting—or
not acting, as the case may be—in human affairs.
That key is a series of festival days found in the Bible. Few people

The key to understanding what God is doing is
a series of festival days found in the Bible.
know about them, and far fewer understand them. Most who do
know about them assume that they’re for the Jewish people, but
God plainly says of them, “These are My feasts” and calls them “the
feasts of the Lord” (Leviticus 23:2, 4, emphasis added throughout).
So how come we never hear about the Holy Days that are in the
Bible, but we do hear a lot about holidays like Easter and Christmas that aren’t in the Bible? That’s another story, and I digress.
The fact is, the biblical festival days are very much Christian
commemorations. The first of these is Passover, which reminds us
that Jesus Christ is the sinless “Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world!” (John 1:29). The apostle Paul wrote that “Christ,
our Passover, was sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7).
Immediately following Passover is the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, to which Paul referred when he wrote in the next verse,
“Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread
of sincerity and truth.”
The next of God’s holy festivals is one many Christians likely
have heard of—Pentecost. It was on this feast, of course, that God
founded the Church as recorded in Acts 2.
What about the remaining festivals of the Bible? There are four
more, beginning with the Feast of Trumpets. Jesus Christ, the apostle Paul and the apostle John all tell us that great trumpet blasts
will accompany Jesus Christ’s return to earth (Matthew 24:31;
1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 11:15).
Might there be a connection between this feast notable for its
trumpet blasts and the sounding of trumpet blasts at Jesus Christ’s
return? If so, what does this tell us?
There are others, too, but I’ll let you read about them yourself in
the pages of this issue. God does have a plan, and when we understand the significance of His little-known festivals, we can begin
to understand that plan. We can begin to understand His timetable.
We can begin to understand what He is doing, and why.
What does the future hold for our planet and the human race?
These Holy Days help reveal the answers. They show us a future
of turmoil and danger, yes, but also a future of incredible hope and
promise almost beyond human imagination.
Join us in this issue as we explore these big questions about our
future!
—Scott Ashley, Managing editor
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by Noel Hornor

Much has been said about the world ending in the year 2012—a fact
supposedly revealed in the ancient Mayan calendar. Is there any basis
or truth to this? What does the Bible say about the end of the world?

M

any people would give almost
anything to know what the
future holds. This has been true
as long as human beings have
walked the earth.
The apostles of Jesus Christ were no
exception. He spoke often to them about
His return when He will dwell again on
the earth—in the future Kingdom of God,
reigning over everything.
Shortly before He died, Jesus was with
His 12 disciples in Jerusalem in the area of
the splendid Temple Mount. Jesus told them
that the temple, in which the Jews of that
day took exceptional pride, would one day
be razed to the ground (Matthew 24:1-2).
The disciples were likely shocked and
surprised at that statement by their Master,
and it prompted them to ask the question
about which Christians from the first cen-
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tury to this day have earnestly desired to
know: “Tell us, when will these things be?
And what will be the sign of Your coming,
and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3,
emphasis added throughout).
This conversation occurred nearly 2,000
years ago. Jesus would not return in the lifetime of those to whom He spoke, although it
seems they expected Him to for many years.
They all died, still waiting for the return of
the King of Kings (Revelation 19:16).
While they were alive, they repeatedly
preached the promise of His coming and
earnestly longed for His return. One of the
12, Peter, recorded a warning for those of
his day that has echoed through time and
still speaks today to all who read it. He
wrote that some skeptics—“scoffers,” he
called them—would say, “Where is the
promise of His coming?” (2 Peter 3:4). And

he responded in advance, “The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise” (verse 9).
When Jesus returns, it will be the end of
“this present evil age” (Galatians 1:4), the
end of the world in which human beings rule.
Human-generated prophecies
of the coming apocalypse
When Jesus’ disciples asked Him when
the end would come, He told them of signs
and events that would occur during the
intervening period. Yet He also told them,
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not
even the angels of heaven, but My Father
only” (Matthew 24:36).
Jesus’ statement has not dissuaded men
from making brazen prophecies. People of
every stripe and type have been stricken
with prediction addiction. Raymond Hundley’s 2010 book Will the World End in
2012? noted one website that “cited 149 different predictions of the apocalypse between
AD 44 and 2008” (p. ix).
The predictions of the end of the world
did not cease in 2008. If anything, the avalanche has gained momentum. Many of the

iStockphoto

prophecies even center on a specific day—
Dec. 21, 2012.
This has been called the most intriguing
date in history. The orientation of those who
pinpoint this date is widely varied—some
are religious and some are secular. The
events they say will trigger the ultimate cataclysm comprise descriptions of a humancontrived cauldron of horror.
But will they come to pass? It’s vital for
your spiritual safety and peace of mind
that you are well-grounded in the truth of
the Bible. There are many deceivers in the
world; indeed Scripture tells us that Satan
“deceives the whole world” (Revelation
12:9). For this reason, Jesus warns His
disciples, “Don’t let anyone mislead you”
(Matthew 24:4, New Living Translation).
Many people are putting forth their own
interpretations regarding the future, but the
Bible must be our sole guide. It brims with
prophecy about the end of the world. We
must also be careful about the spin that people put on biblical prophecies about the end.
While we can have a better idea of the
general time frame of Christ’s return as
time goes on and we see prophecy being
fulfilled around us, the pages of history are
strewn with erroneous dates on which some
predicted or expected the end to come.
As Mark Hitchcock notes in his book 2012:
The Bible and the End of the World: “The
oldest surviving prediction of the world’s
imminent demise was found inscribed upon
an Assyrian clay tablet which stated, ‘Our
earth is degenerate in these latter days. There
are signs that the world is speedily coming to
an end. Bribery and corruption are common’”
(2009, p. 102).
We will be wise if we stick to what
the Bible says rather than pay heed to
self-proclaimed prophets. What do some
gloom-and-doom prophets do? “The Bible
is consulted and considered reliable when
they believe it supports their 2012 theory,
but when it contradicts and challenges their
beliefs it is rejected and in some cases even
ridiculed” (p. 92).

Where did the Mayan
people receive the
religious and cosmological conceptions
related to their calendar? They certainly
didn’t come from the
God of the Bible.

calendar we use today. This despite the fact
that they had no telescopes, using only the
naked eye to study the sky.
What was their calendar like?
“Based on their studies in astronomy, the
Maya created a calendar system that plotted
the history of time starting with the beginning of the current world on August 11,
3114 BC. Using a lunar calendar system,
the Maya measured time in units of twenty.
Twenty kin (days) made a winal (month);
18 winals made a tun (year); 20 tuns made
a katun (20 years); and 20 katuns made a
baktun (400 years).
“To designate a specific date, they
recorded it in terms of how far away from
the start of creation it was . . . The significance of the Mayan calendar is that it
appears to predict 13 baktuns as the end
time of the present world age. After dating
every year from the beginning of time, the
calendar abruptly ends at the close of the
thirteenth baktun.
“Translating the Mayan calendar date into
the Gregorian calendar system used today
produces a date of December 21, 2012, as
the end-date for the present age” (Hundley,
pp. 7-8). This date coincides with the time
of the winter solstice.
“The Mayan obsession with time can be
seen in the fact that they developed 20 different calendars . . . the Maya relied upon
The anticipated day: Dec. 21, 2012
three main time-tracking calendars—three
Why has Dec. 21, 2012, been selected by calendars that are most relevant to the 2012
many as the day of catastrophe? It is due in date . . . The third Mayan measure of time is
large part to calculations on the calendars of known as the Long Count calendar. It was
the ancient Mayans.
used to document the ‘world age cycles’ that
The Mayan people were centered in Cen- repeat over and over.
tral America, the apex of their civilization
“This calendar was divided into five units
lasting from around A.D. 250 to 900. The
that extend forward and backward from the
Mayan priests devised a calendrical system mythical creation of the Maya, which they
connected to astronomical observation that believed was August 11, 3114 B.C. . . . The
some believe to be more accurate than the
year 2012 is the year that the fifth great
Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

cycle is supposed to end. This is the genesis
of the belief that the end of days is 2012”
(Hitchcock, p. 32-33).
Beliefs not of godly origin
Where did the Mayan people receive the
religious and cosmological conceptions
related to their calendar? They certainly
didn’t come from the God of the Bible. In
fact, the Mayans practiced abominable religious rites that are strongly condemned in
the Bible, such as human sacrifice.
“The Maya practiced human sacrifice as
part of their religion, often using children
for the ritual in which the Mayan priest cut
open the still-alive child’s chest and pulled
out the heart as a sacrifice to the gods. In
fact, to celebrate the beginning of a new
year, the Maya ‘ripped out the heart of a
sacrificial victim . . . and started a flame
with a fire drill in his open chest cavity’”
(Hundley, p. 5).
As Mark Hitchcock notes, “Much of
the barbaric, bloodthirsty ‘worship’ of the
Mayans, including human sacrifices, can
be accounted for if we recognize that it was
demonically motivated by the real power
behind their gods of stone” (p. 41).
The gods of pagan worship are not real,
but the devil and his demons are behind
much of false religion—sometimes posing
as these false gods. The apostle Paul wrote
that “the things which the Gentiles sacrifice
they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and
I do not want you to have fellowship with
demons” (1 Corinthians 10:20; compare
Leviticus 17:7; Deuteronomy 32:17; Psalm
106:35-38).
What do modern Mayans believe?
While many Westerners seize on Dec.
21, 2012, as a date of unparalleled disaster,
modern Mayans generally do not see it
that way. Don Alejandro, one present-day
Mayan leader, has given his opinion on what
the time will mean. He presents in poetic
terms a time of positive change:
“According to the Maya Long Count
Calendar, we are finalizing the 13 Baktun
and . . . thus approaching the Year Zero
. . . The world is transformed and we enter
a period of understanding and harmonious
coexistence where there is social justice and
equality for all.
“It is a new way of life. With a new social
order there comes a time of freedom where
we can move like the clouds, without limitations, without borders. We will travel like
the birds, without the need for passports.
We will travel like the rivers, all heading
September/October 2011
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Why accept Mayan prophecy anyway?
Hundley points out regarding the Mayan
legend: “It does seem that if December 21,
2012 was an earth shattering prediction for
the Maya of the end of the world, it would
have been preserved as an important part
of the cultural and religious heritage of that
civilization, even today. But apparently,
such is not the case. Many modern Maya
do not affirm that interpretation of their calendar and belief system but complain that
Westerners have forced this interpretation
on them from their own perspectives and for
their own purposes.
“Having said that, even if it could be
proven that the Maya predicted the end
of the world in 2012, what would qualify
them as prophets? Although the Maya were
gifted astronomers, that ability does not
necessarily mean they were gifted prophets.
“According to the same logic, do we
expect present-day astronomers, who have
made incredible discoveries through the use
of advanced telescopes and space-traveling
satellites, to be qualified to provide us with
trustworthy, detailed predictions of the
future of our planet? Of course not! The
idea that those who make remarkable astronomical observations are therefore qualified
to be seers, predictors and prophets of future
events is unfounded” (p. 17).
We see, then, that the idea that the Mayan
calendar predicts the end of the world in
2012 simply lacks credibility. It means nothing, and it’s only because our world is in
such sad shape that some pay attention to
such things.
Other predictions of doom
Pretentious prognosticators prattle about
other fearful tales of destruction they say
will occur in 2012. They have assembled a
6
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catch-all container chock-full of imagined
tragedies lurking around the corner!
“Worldwide droughts, floods, hurricanes,
tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions caused by solar storms, cracks forming in the earth’s magnetic field, and mass
extinctions brought on by nuclear winter,
famine, human disease, wars, economic cataclysm, massive solar flares, polar reversals
. . . These have all been predicted to occur
in the year 2012” (John Claeys, Apocalypse
2012, 2010, p. 1).
Yes, some of these things are occurring
now in various parts of the earth. And the
Bible prophesies that some catastrophes will
become global in scope before the very end
of the age! But the year 2012 is not the time
for the worst of the horrors to come.
And yes, some of these threats are very
real. One scenario that seems likely to happen eventually is the eruption of a supervolcano. The Geological Society of London has
stated that the eruption of a supervolcano
“sooner or later” will chill the planet and
threaten human civilization.
The gigantic caldera underlying Yellowstone National Park is a distinct possibility. “The magnitude 5 eruption of Mount
St. Helens in 1980 blew out the side of
the mountain, destroyed forests for miles
around, caused $3 billion worth of damage, and killed fifty-seven people. The U.S.
Geological Survey described it as the ‘worst
volcanic disaster in the recorded history of
the United States.’ A super eruption at Yellowstone would be a thousand times more
powerful” (Greg Breining, Super Volcano,
2007, p. 229).
“But Yellowstone is not the only magma
caldera, even in the United States. There
is at least one more at Long Valley in California, near Yosemite National Park and
the popular ski resort of Mammoth Lakes.
Other possible sites are Japan, New Zealand, the Andes, and Indonesia. Yellowstone
is the most frequently studied of these caldera . . . It has been noted that the area is
continually undergoing seismic activity, and
it certainly will erupt again at some point”
(Sharan Newman, The Real History of the
End of the World, 2010, p. 288).
The scope of such a disaster defies the
imagination. Will this happen in 2012? We
don’t know. But there’s nothing that points
to 2012 as the time for it to happen. It could
just as well happen this year or in 2013—or
years after that. Or it may never happen, at
least on the anticipated scale, if Christ takes
care of the problem when He returns.
Yet Scripture does indicate there will be

Mayan ruler

Supervolcano eruption

Planet X/Nibiru
volcanic eruptions accompanying the return
of Christ: “The mountains melt like wax at
the presence of the Lord, at the presence of
the Lord of the whole earth” (Psalm 97:5).
“Bow down your heavens, O Lord, and
come down; touch the mountains, and they
shall smoke” (Psalm 144:5).
What about “Planet X”?
The most cataclysmic of prophesied endtime “natural” disasters is the scenario of a
collision or near-miss of another planet with
the earth. The mysterious orb that supposedly threatens us has been called “Planet
X” or “Planet Nibiru,” and some expect it to
arrive on Dec. 12, 2012.
But what is the evidence that this will

Photos, from top: Wikimedia, Photos.com, iStockphoto

towards the same point . . . the same objective” (quoted by John Major Jenkins, The
2012 Story, 2009, p. 369).
Another leader, Benito Ramirez Mendota,
offered this perspective: “As the elders said,
everything is going to change. The world
will be changed by that memorable date.
Our children will have a different world
view. The time will have passed and other
beings will inhabit the universe” (p. 371).
World peace and harmony will not come
in 2012, but it will come eventually—as we
shall see. Both of these “prophecies” contain some elements of truth. But it’s worth
noting that these Mayans do not share the
catastrophic views many people have of
next year.

Sadly, many will take
these non-events and
other failed predictions as an excuse to
dismiss what the Bible
foretells is yet ahead.
occur? There is no scientific evidence that
supports this idea. The idea came “not by
radio signals from the cosmos, but [instead
has supposedly been] channeled through
medium and Zeto envoy Nancy Lieder, who
was in contact with . . . altruistic aliens”
(Govert Schilling, The Hunt for Planet X,
2009, p. 115).
Who are the Zeto and Nancy Lieder?
Here is the story: “Nancy was only nine
years old when it happened. What looked
like a bright light came from the sky and
crashed into the field next to her home. Her
parents were out shopping, so Nancy was
left alone to investigate the strange event. As
she crept near the site of the crash, she was
terrified to see what appeared to be a spaceship hovering above the ground. When a
door in the ship opened, Nancy fainted.
“When she came to, she was inside the
ship, and there were strange beings hovering
around her. As she tried to speak, one of the
Zetas told her to lie still. A large mechanical arm with a small device at the end of it
began to move closer and closer to her head.
As the device touched her scalp, she lapsed
into unconsciousness again.
“When she awoke, she was inside her
home. One of the extraterrestrials was placing her gently into her bed. And then he
spoke: ‘Nancy, do not be afraid. You have
been chosen from all the people on your
planet to be our voice on Earth. We are very
concerned about what is happening on your
planet. The device we placed in your head
will enable us to communicate messages to
you for all earthlings’” (Hundley, p. 63). This
is either a made-up story or an encounter
with demons.
Govert Schilling is an internationally
acclaimed astronomical writer. He and
prominent scientists have debunked the
Planet X/Nibiru scheme. Schilling presented
this compelling comment about Planet X:
“So that means there is plenty to do for
the debunkers—the archaeologists and
Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

astronomers who take a long and skeptical
look at the tidal wave of Nibiru nonsense
and explain with scientific precision what is
wrong with the cosmic fairy-tale. They will
have their work cut out in the next few years.
“And on December 22, 2012 there will be
a new pseudoscientific cock-and-bull story
doing the rounds and the whole circus will
start all over again. Because no matter how
many new celestial bodies are found in our
solar system, there will always be a need for
a mysterious Planet X” (Schilling, p. 117).
What should we expect?
Yes, Dec. 21, 2012, will come and go,
Dec. 22 will arrive, and the earth will go
on. And so will new theories regarding new
exact dates for the end of the world. The cry
has been shouted by strident voices for millennia, and you can be sure it will continue.
Sadly, many will take this non-event
and other failed predictions as an excuse
to dismiss what the Bible foretells is yet
ahead. We will no doubt see an even greater
increase in scoffers concerning Christ’s
return, as Peter mentioned. But rest assured:
The Bible’s actual prophecies are not false
predictions like the 2012 hype. What God
has revealed in His Word certainly will
come to pass. We just don’t know exactly
when. So what should we do?
Jesus Christ is quite plain: “Therefore you
also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect” (verse 44).
His point? We need to be ready at all
times for the end of the age. Jesus will
return—six times in the book of Revelation
He states that He is “coming quickly.”
The life of any of us could end today or
tomorrow. “For what is your life? It is even
a vapor that appears for a little time and then
vanishes away” (James 4:14). At whatever
time we die, Jesus’ return will occur for us
in our next second of consciousness. If we
have lived a life of serving God, we will
then be given eternal life and rewarded
according to our works (Matthew 16:27).
This is the good news of the Bible! It is
priceless truth that can add immeasurable
meaning to your life.
For too many, life is vacant and lacking
in transcendent purpose. Barton Payne in
the Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy sums
it up well when he writes: “We live in an
uncertain world. Men of today are casting
about eagerly, and almost pathetically, in
search of meaningfulness. For while we
have amassed knowledge, we seem to have
missed truth. Indeed, apart from God and
from His revealed words that constitute the

Bible, mankind and life and time do seem to
be essentially purposeless.
“Yet the Lord of grace, who once sent His
Son Jesus Christ to redeem the world (John
3:16), will some day send Him again to lead
this world into its intended goal of glorifying God (Romans 11:36). This is the hope
which pervades the whole of Scripture”
(1973, p. v).
Jesus Christ’s second coming is the
most certain prophecy in the Bible that is
yet to be fulfilled. More than 500 verses in
the Bible comment specifically on various
facts and aspects of this monumental, earthshaking event.
While we do not know exactly when
Jesus will return, signs around us indicate
we are in the end time. Paul’s statement in
1 Corinthians 7:31 looms larger each day:
“For this world as we know it will soon pass
away” (New Living Translation). As we
look around us, many of the foundational
pillars that provide order to society are in
jeopardy. “And the world is passing away
and the lust of it; but he who does the will
of God abides forever” (1 John 2:17).
People have longed for a better world and
a better life since the beginning of human
history. And it is coming! The time rapidly
approaches when God will shake all nations
and “the Desire of All Nations” will come
(Haggai 2:7).
You must seek the knowledge of God and
not allow it to slip from your grasp! You can
know what the future holds. More than one
quarter of the Bible is prophecy, and most of
it is yet to be fulfilled.
The Bible tells us that the millennial reign
of Jesus Christ is coming (Revelation 20:4)—
not in the year 2012, but perhaps not much
beyond that! All who repent and receive
Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and then
live a life of obedience to God’s commandments will reign with Him during that time in
a world of peace. The invitation is extended
to you. Now is the time to act! GN

To Learn More...
What does Bible prophecy reveal
about the end of the world and
the events leading up to that
time? Can you know? You need
to read Are We Living in the
Time of the End? A free copy
is waiting for you—download
or request it today!
Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download it from our website.
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Planet Earth
Will Survive and Flourish!
by Jerold Aust

Over the centuries many have proclaimed the end of the world—some
even in recent months. What does the Bible say about our planet’s future?

S

everal months ago, self-styled
radio evangelist Harold Camping
predicted that the world would
face total destruction, starting with
a global earthquake, beginning on
May 21, 2011. He was so convinced of his
predictions that he took out full-page ads in
major newspapers proclaiming that the end
of the world was imminent.
Showing no embarrassment in television
interviews, Camping admitted he got a
few things wrong and, allowing himself
the luxury of setting another date, will
try more predictions again. This is both
ludicrous and sad.
Capitalizing on natural and manmade
catastrophes that continue to frighten the
world and lead people to worry about our
future, such self-appointed prophets appear
on the scene maintaining that their apocalyptic perspective comes directly from
God. But they perpetuate falsehood and
confusion.
Some prophets of gloom and doom,
not having spiritual vision and scriptural
understanding, don’t know that our planet
will not be utterly destroyed in conjunction with Christ’s return, but will be spared
from that and will survive and flourish in a
way humanity has never seen!

kind of protective environment, living in a
bubble. The notion of leaving a man on the
moon has never materialized, and Mars is
much farther away than the moon.
Most people don’t consider why the earth
exists. To them it just does. They don’t want
to be bothered with such trivialities when
they’re trying to make ends meet buying
gas and groceries. They are so wrapped up
in themselves and their personal activities
that they never consider this concept. Many
others are wrapped up in collecting as many
toys as possible before they die.
Seriously, why does the earth exist?
When you discover the answer to this question, really grasping its implications, your
worldview will change!
Here’s the answer in a few sentences:
The earth exists because of you, and
because of all people who have ever lived
and who will live in the future.
The earth exists because God and Jesus
Christ will establish Their Kingdom here.
The earth exists because eventually God
the Father will bring the heavenly Jerusalem, where He lives, down to the earth
when the earth is transformed into a new
earth (Revelation 21:2, 10, 24).
You can know, indeed you need to know,
why the earth exists. Your future depends
on understanding this simple fact of truth.
Why does the earth exist?
God tells us that He built the earth for
However, their prophecies do raise an
us, a home in which human beings could
interesting question: Why does our planet
adopt good values, build good character
even need to exist when most Christians
and honor Him and His laws: “Then God
believe that going to heaven is the reward
said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image,
of the saved? If we’re going to heaven when according to Our likeness; let them have
we die, then why would this earth need to
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the
survive? Does it really even matter?
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all
Most people realize that the earth is the the earth and over every creeping thing that
only habitable planet in our solar system.
creeps on the earth’” (Genesis 1:26).
All other planets are uninhabitable, and
That takes time, education, practice,
if it were possible to put a man on Mars,
experience, maturity and looking to God’s
for example, he could survive only if his
(not man’s) counsel. “O Lord, I know it is
life were protected and preserved in some not within the power of man [naturally] to
8
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map his life and plan his course” (Jeremiah
10:23, Living Bible).
We’re alive on God’s earth, this special
and unique environment that sustains all
physical life, to learn to rule over and
to take care of all living things. Even
greater, we’re here to take care of our fellow human beings: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39;
Leviticus 19:18). This is the reason for
our being and our being here (compare
1 John 4:20-21).
Where does this lead us, if we learn
to honor the great God who gave us the
privilege to take good care of what He’s
given us, beginning with our own lives?
Sadly, secular history and Bible prophecy
prove that human beings have been driven
to bring misery on and destroy ourselves
(Proverbs 14:12; Matthew 24:21-22;
Romans 3:10-18; Isaiah 59:1-14).
Human beings can wreck their future
Although God has given people every
opportunity to live as if they were in the
Garden of Eden, we have diligently persisted in wrecking our futures. God wants
to give us the penthouse; we ignore Him
and head for the doghouse.
Romans 6:23 tells us that “the wages of
sin is death” (emphasis added throughout)
The word wages is instructive. Wages are
what we earn for what we diligently work
to produce! Human beings pay dearly in
this life through pain and suffering for disobeying God’s holy commandments, in the
end earning death—much like a soldier is,
at the bottom line, paid to produce pain and
suffering and death.
God says that human beings don’t know
how to properly conduct their own lives
(Jeremiah 10:23). We show by our actions
that we disagree with God. We’re hellbent on wrecking our lives by drinking up,
partying down, getting high on drugs and
addicting ourselves to a spate of instant
gratifications. We are constantly at war
with one another. Humankind knows no
true and lasting peace (Isaiah 59:8). We
steal, cheat and deceive.
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Is this all our fault? Yes, to a great
extent, for God gives us freedom to choose
between good and evil: “I call heaven and
earth as witnesses today against you, that
I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that
both you and your descendants may live”
(Deuteronomy 30:19).
Surely in many respects we know better. But we persist in choosing evil. It’s for
this reason that God commands everyone
everywhere to repent. As Acts 17:30 tells
us, “Truly, these times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now commands all men
everywhere to repent.”
God makes it clear that the common ox
or donkey honors its master better than
human beings! “Hear, O heavens, and give
ear, O earth! For the Lord has spoken:
‘I have nourished and brought up children,
and they have rebelled against Me; the ox
knows its owner and the donkey its master’s crib; but Israel does not know, My
people do not consider.’
“Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with
iniquity, a brood of evildoers, children
who are corrupters! They have forsaken
the Lord, they have provoked to anger the
Holy One of Israel, they have turned away
backward. Why should you be stricken
again? You will revolt more and more. The
whole head is sick, and the whole heart
faints’” (Isaiah 1:2-5).
Given the latitude to make personal decisions about our thoughts and actions, we
race to wreck our futures.
Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

Earlier I asked whether our human problems were our fault. I answered that yes, to
a major extent we do bear responsibility for
our choices and actions. However, there’s
more to the overall picture than our human
tendency toward self-destruction.

His throne (Isaiah 14:12-15). Some have
speculated that this was perhaps because
he came to learn that human beings would
have a higher and greater destiny than
angels (Hebrews 1:14).
The apostle Peter warned us about the
unseen archenemy of humankind: “Be
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter
5:8).
He is a murderer and liar who has
“deceived the whole world” (John 8:44;
Revelation 12:9). He is the “tempter”
who tempts people to sin (Matthew 4:3).
Blinded and tempted by him, the vast
majority of human beings are ensnared and
have been “taken captive by him to do his
will” (2 Timothy 2:24-26).
Can humanity do better? Can we escape
the snares of the devil, having been taken
captive to do his will? God says we can.
God will lead all humanity to one day worship Him for their own good as He intended
(Malachi 1:11). No more will human
beings have their own separate brand of
religion and attempt to sell the notion, “Do
you know the Lord?” For after Satan and
His demons are removed, all humanity
will worship God in the way He requires
(Hebrews 8:10-11).

An unseen interloper wants us dead
Is something or someone else complicit
in our tailspin to self-destruction? The truth
is there is an invisible interloper who wants
to destroy you and me, not only in this life,
but forever! That interloper is a great fallen
spirit being, who is identified as the god of
this age (2 Corinthians 4:4), the prince of
the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2), the
arch-destroyer, and Satan the devil (Revelation 20:2), who palms himself off as an
angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14).
Satan wants to destroy us because he
knows our ultimate destiny. Satan knows
God’s purpose for human life—what God
will grant us if we continue to accept His
gift of grace, which includes unmerited
pardon from our sins and spiritual help to
continue obeying God’s laws.
Satan knows that human beings who
become sons of God, younger brothers of
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 2:11-12), will rule
over angels (Hebrews 1:13-14). He knows
that ultimately we will take up the responsibilities of judging angels (1 Corinthians
God’s plan for mankind on planet earth
6:3).
God has a great plan for human beings
Satan was angry long before God created
human beings on this earth. He initiated a on earth, first as physical sons and daughters and finally as spiritual, immortal and
violent rebellion to overthrow God from
September/October 2011
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divine sons of God (1 Corinthians 15:4849; 1 John 3:2).
Ironically, people don’t know God’s plan
because they are blinded to the true God
by the false god of this world. He deceived
our first parents, Adam and Eve, and has
been tirelessly continuing his deception
for millennia to take human beings captive to do his will and lead them to destroy
themselves, as we’ve seen.
Satan the devil, the god of this age, is a
different god with “a different spirit” and
“a different gospel” (2 Corinthians 11:4).
He has deceived human beings for thousands of years to another form of Christianity that has no inherent power, substituting his counterfeit gospel for God’s truth.
This is why Christ said that God’s way
is difficult to find and that few do: “Enter
by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate
and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is
the way which leads to life, and there are
few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14).
God’s ultimate plan for humanity is for
us to become His children, part of His very
family, in His coming Kingdom. This is the
true gospel of Jesus Christ!
God desires that all human beings
change and follow Him (1 Timothy 2:4).
We will then be younger siblings of Jesus
Christ (Hebrews 2:10-11), divine as He
is divine (1 John 3:1-3), and immortal
(1 Corinthians 15:50-53), serving with
Christ on earth as kings and priests (Revelation 5:10), reigning over and judging
human beings on this earth (Luke 19:17;
Revelation 2:26; 1 Corinthians 6:2), while
helping them to learn God’s way of life.
True Christianity is not for wimps!
God’s way requires personal sacrifice
(Romans 12:1), the kind of sacrifice that
resists our human desires based on our
selfish, greedy and deceitful human nature
(Jeremiah 17:9).
True Christianity, based on Scripture,
cuts across the grain of human nature and
bares a person’s being before God: “For
the word of God is full of living power.
It is sharper than the sharpest knife, cutting deep into our innermost thoughts
and desires. It exposes us for what we
really are. Nothing in all creation can
hide from him. Everything is naked and
exposed before his eyes. This is the God
to whom we must explain all that we have
done” (Hebrews 4:12-14, New Living
Translation).
10
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The apostle Paul discusses God’s
requirement of those who profess to be
Christians (Romans 6:1-23). Once we’ve
repented of our sins, accepted Jesus as our
personal Savior, been buried with Him
in the symbolic watery grave of baptism,
and had hands laid on us to receive God’s
Spirit, then we can and must go forward
in our lives, following Christ’s example
and overcoming daily (2 Corinthians 4:16;
Matthew 5:44; 22:37-39).
Old sinful habits keep us under the control and manipulation of the god of this
age (Romans 6:16). In this blinded condition, human beings are unable to enjoy the
spiritually refreshing and productive will of
God, expressed by His laws, which teach
us God’s love (1 John 5:3).
True Christianity is not for wimps. Read
the book of Acts and you find true Christians speaking the true gospel and suffering persecution and martyrdom. You find
religious and political authorities dragging
early Church members before judges and
throwing them into prison. You find some
beaten and stoned to death.
The true Christianity of the early apostolic Church is a difficult path to follow!
Jesus said: “If you were of the world, the
world would love its own. Yet because you
are not of the world, but I chose you out of
the world, therefore the world hates you”
(John 15:19). You can learn much more
about this in our free booklet The Church
Jesus Built.
Christ said it was utterly impossible to
honor God without putting Him first in
your life, ahead of family and your own
life (Luke 14:26). Further, He said it was
impossible to be His disciple unless we
take up His cross—paying whatever price
is required of us in living a life of godly
service—and follow Him and His ways
(Luke 14:27). True Christianity is not for
wimps!
Planet earth will survive and flourish
God says that the earth will not die. On
the contrary, Scripture shows that, after
Christ returns, our planet earth will be
greater than it has ever been. Notice this
prophecy of Jesus Christ’s reign from
Isaiah 11:1-10:
“There shall come forth a Rod from the
stem of [King David’s father] Jesse, and a
Branch [Christ] shall grow out of his roots.
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

His delight is in the fear of the Lord . . .
Righteousness shall be the belt of His
loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist.
“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the young
goat, the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together; and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young ones shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The
nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole,
and the weaned child shall put his hand in
the viper’s den.
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
My holy mountain, for the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea. And in that day there
shall be a Root of Jesse, who shall stand
as a banner to the people; for the Gentiles
[non-Israelites] shall seek Him, and His
resting place shall be glorious.”
Finally, let’s encapsulate the truth from
the Bible about the future of mankind and
the earth:
God guarantees the earth will survive
and flourish, though it will ultimately be
transformed (Isaiah 11:1-10; 35:1-2; Amos
9:13-15).
God guarantees that humankind will
survive and flourish as never before (Micah
4:1-4).
God guarantees that this earth will
become like a literal Garden of Eden
(Ezekiel 36:35-36).
God guarantees you can receive His
Holy Spirit and have a part in this when
you commit yourself to honor Him and
obey His will (Acts 2:38; 3:19; Romans
8:12-14).
Planet earth is yet to flourish as never
before. It will survive, as will humankind.
Will you commit yourself to believing
and obeying Christ’s true gospel message
today? GN

To Learn More...
The wonderful truths outlined
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Will World Peace
Come in Our Time?
by Jerold Aust

God established a festival in the Bible, called the Feast of Tabernacles,
that symbolizes coming period of peace and unparalleled prosperity on
earth. What lessons does this Feast hold for us today?

Photos: Wikimedia
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fter the Munich Conference, on
Sept. 30, 1938, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain stepped
off a plane and waved a printed
statement before a waiting
world. It read:
“We, the German Führer and Chancellor, and the British Prime Minister, have
had a further meeting today and are agreed
in recognizing that the question of AngloGerman relations is of the first importance
for our two countries and for Europe.
“We regard the agreement signed last
night and the Anglo-German Naval Agreement as symbolic of the desire of our
two peoples never to go to war with one
another again. We are resolved that the
method of consultation shall be the method
adopted to deal with any other questions
that may concern our two countries, and
we are determined to continue our efforts
to remove possible sources of difference,
and thus to contribute to assure the peace
of Europe.”
After reading this statement at 10 Downing Street, Chamberlain said this: “My
good friends, for the second time in our history, a British Prime Minister has returned
Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

to you; not as the world gives do I give to
you” (John 14:27).
True peace is embodied in the Ten Commandments in their full, spiritual intent—
realized when people, out of their hearts
and minds, willingly and actively honor
and obey God’s laws of love, producing
peaceful relationships (1 John 5:3; 4:20-21;
James 3:18).
Baruch Spinoza was a notable Dutch
philosopher, raised in a Dutch Jewish community (1632-1677). He gave this definition of peace: “Peace is not an absence of
war; it is a virtue, a state of mind, a disposition for benevolence, confidence, justice.”
Spinoza’s concept of peace was perceptive. It is remarkably close to what God
says about peace. And God does show how
true peace will come the earth—through
events pictured by His annual festivals
revealed in the Bible.

Four festivals point us to world peace
How will God bring lasting peace to
humankind? He reveals how it will happen
in His holy festivals found in the Bible.
First let’s address the backstory of the
overall purpose of God’s festivals.
All seven of God’s annual festivals
reveal the dispensational salvation of all
humankind. They are, in order, Passover,
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Pentecost (also called the Feast of Weeks or
Firstfruits), the Feast of Trumpets, the Day
Is true peace possible?
of Atonement, the Feast of Tabernacles and
Today we see violent upheaval in Mus- the Eighth Day (immediately following
lim nations of the Middle East. We see Iran the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles). You’ll
pursuing nuclear weapons, and dangerous find all of these listed in Leviticus 23.
players like North Korea already in posEach of these festivals depicts a highly
session of them, along with politically
important part of God’s overall plan to
unstable Pakistan. We see China and Rus- offer salvation to mankind. Each also
sia aggressively modernizing their military shows the active role and involvement of
forces. What does it all mean? Will we see Jesus Christ in carrying out that plan here
continued war, or could world peace come on earth—including how He, as the Prince
in our time? Is there a way to know?
of Peace, will eventually bring lasting
The world accepts the meaning of peace peace to the earth.
as a time when there is no war. But Jesus
The last four depict Christ’s return to
Christ’s definition of peace is not like this establish His Kingdom of peace and prosworld’s peace. Jesus told His disciples,
perity and events that will follow. (You can
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give
find the meanings of all seven festivals in

from Germany bringing peace with honour.
I believe it is peace for our time . . . Go
home and get a nice quiet sleep.”
In the world’s eyes, Neville Chamberlain
went down in history as someone lacking
fundamental discernment of geopolitics and
human nature. His naiveté played a role in
Adolf Hitler launching World War II and
his plan to murder millions of innocent
people. His “peace for our time” proved to
be a monumentally dangerous delusion.
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our free booklet God’s Holy Day Plan: The seeing these end-time geopolitical powers.
Promise of Hope for All Mankind.)
Christ dispatches them dramatically and
decisively (Revelation 14:14-20; 19:11-21).
The Feast of Trumpets
On the other hand, the Feast of Trumpets
The first of the last four of God’s festialso represents the resurrection of God’s
vals and Holy Days, the Feast of Trumpets, faithful saints who have died through the
symbolizes a time of blowing of trumpets, ages and the transformation of those saints
warning of impending war and subsequent still alive at Christ’s return. As the apostle
judgment. In Old Testament times, senPaul wrote: “We shall not all sleep, but we
tries or watchmen were placed in strategic shall all be changed—in a moment, in the
places to sound the alarm when an enemy twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
approached. They typically blew on a ram’s the trumpet will sound, and the dead will
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; compare
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).
The Day of Atonement
Jesus Christ will dispatch the human
tyrants who wage war against Him as He
descends to Jerusalem. Then He will turn
His attention to removing the tyrants in
the spirit realm around us—Satan and the
demons.
The Day of Atonement symbolizes the
The Feast of Trumpets symbolizes a time that shortly follows the fulfillment of
time of blowing of trumpets, warning the Feast of Trumpets. At that time, God
will remove and incarcerate Satan and the
of impending war and subsequent
demons from their positions of power on
judgment. This biblical feast day
earth (Revelation 20:1-3).
The Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atoneprefigures the blowing of trumpets
ment and the Feast of Tabernacles follow
heralding Christ’s return.
one another closely. Christ quickly sets His
hand to remove those who have come perhorn, a shofar, which gave out a piercing
ilously close to exterminating humankind.
and ominous sound.
He had earlier said of this period of crisis,
The Feast of Trumpets prefigures the
blowing of a final trumpet at Christ’s return “If that time of troubles were not cut short,
no living thing could survive” (Matthew
(1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 Thessalonians
4:16) as well as a series of significant trum- 24:22, Revised English Bible, emphasis
pet calls leading up to it (Revelation 8:6). added throughout).
Christ then removes this very powerThese trumpets, as well as the festiful spiritual interloper, Satan the devil,
val, are in part a warning about the final
battle of “that great day of God Almighty” so human beings can at last become
reconciled—at one—with their God. “At
(Revelation 16:14; see Zechariah 14:3).
Jesus will fight a final battle against a new one” is at the root of the word atonement,
or “at-one-ment.” With Satan’s deceptive
end-time superpower the Bible calls “the
influence removed, human beings can
Beast” as well as against massive armies
now be reconciled and restored to a right
from beyond the Euphrates River.
relationship with their Creator.
These forces will have first converged
One aspect of this day is that God’s
northwest of Jerusalem near the hill of
people are to obey His command to fast on
Megiddo, which is written in the original
Greek of the New Testament as Armaged- it (“afflict your souls,” as it is translated in
don (Revelation 16:16). But they will actu- Leviticus 23:27-29), for fasting emphasizes
the hunger that we should feel for God and
ally fight the returning Jesus Christ near
Jerusalem. “These will make war with the our reliance on Him. It also points forward
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them” to the fact that at a future time we will no
longer need physical sustenance at all once
(Revelation 17:14; compare Revelation
we’re given the gift of eternal life.
19:11-21).
Fasting also provides spiritual strength.
Specifically, then, the Feast of Trumpets
represents on one hand a final war between Jesus was at His spiritual strongest after He
fasted 40 days and nights (Matthew 4:1-11).
Jesus Christ and the human tyrants over12
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Jesus also instructed His disciples that fasting gives us spiritual strength to confront
the reality of this evil spirit world, telling
them that “this kind [of demon] does not
go out except by prayer and fasting” (Matthew 17:21). And this day foreshadows the
banishment of Satan and His demons.
Fasting helps us break the bonds of
wickedness, undo the heavy burdens
of worry, fear and anxieties, free the
oppressed, break every yoke of sinful
bondage and live an exemplary life. It is an
important practice in self-denial for God’s
purposes. After a productive fast, God will
hear our prayers (Isaiah 58:6-11).
God will intervene in the horrendous
affairs of humankind to save us from ourselves. As depicted by the Day of Atonement, He will remove and bind Satan and
the demons so they can no longer lead
mankind into sin, deceit and rebellion.
Then, and only then, can peace break out,
with all people on earth at last having the
knowledge of and opportunity to accept
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
The Feast of Tabernacles
After this period of turmoil on the world
scene comes a time of great peace, symbolized by the Feast of Tabernacles. This great
festival represents the 1,000-year reign on
earth of the Prince of Peace (Revelation
20:4-6; Isaiah 9:6-7).
The Bible is full of positive prophecies
about the millennial reign of Christ, characterized by peace and prosperity (Acts
3:19-21). It will be an international Garden of Eden, beginning in Jerusalem and
extending throughout the Holy Land and
the entire world.
At the commencement of the millennial
reign of Christ, people who come to Jerusalem will notice the beauty of the land.
“So they will say, ‘This land that was desolate [as a result of the wars and destruction
leading up to this time] has become like
the garden of Eden; and the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now fortified
and inhabited’” (Ezekiel 36:35; compare
Isaiah 51:3).
The prophet Isaiah describes the glorious
1,000-year peaceful reign of Jesus on earth:
“There shall come forth a Rod from the
stem of [King David’s father] Jesse, and a
Branch [Christ] shall grow out of his roots.
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. His
delight is in the fear of the Lord, and He
Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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mountains shall drip
with sweet wine, and all
the hills shall flow with
it. I will bring back the
captives of My people
Israel; they shall build
the waste cities and
inhabit them; they shall
plant vineyards and
drink wine from them;
they shall also make
gardens and eat fruit
from them’” (Amos
9:13-14).
Isaiah 35:1 further
tells us, “The wilderness
and the wasteland shall
be glad for them, and the
desert shall rejoice and
blossom as the rose.”
The Eighth Day
Immediately following
the Feast of Tabernacles,
The prophet Isaiah describes the glorious 1,000-year which lasts for seven
there is another
peaceful reign of Jesus on earth: “The wolf also shall days,
great and separate feast
dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with
referred to simply as
“the eighth day” (Levitithe young goat, the calf and the young lion and the
cus 23:36). The meanfatling together; and a little child shall lead them . . .
ing of this Holy Day is
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mounexplained in more detail
tain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the in the article “The Great
White Throne Judgment:
Lord as the waters cover the sea.”
A Biblical Mystery
shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, nor Explained,” beginning on page 23.
The phrase “Great White Throne Judgdecide by the hearing of His ears; but with
righteousness He shall judge the poor, and ment” is derived from Revelation 20:11-13:
decide with equity for the meek of the earth “Then I saw a great white throne and Him
who sat on it, from whose face the earth and
. . . Righteousness shall be the belt of His
loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist. the heaven fled away. And there was found
“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, no place for them. And I saw the dead,
small and great, standing before God, and
the leopard shall lie down with the young
books [biblion, from which we get the word
goat, the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together; and a little child shall lead Bible] were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life.
them. The cow and the bear shall graze;
“And the dead were judged according
their young ones shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The to their works, by the things which were
nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, written in the books [of the Bible]. The sea
gave up the dead who were in it, and Death
and the weaned child shall put his hand
in the viper’s den. They shall not hurt nor and Hades delivered up the dead who were
in them. And they were judged, each one
destroy in all My holy mountain, for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the according to his works.”
Ezekiel 37:1-14, which contains a
Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah
detailed narrative of this event as it per11:1-9).
tains to millions of long-dead Israelites,
On the heels of true peace, prosperity
describes what this resurrection of vast
also breaks out: “‘Behold, the days are
numbers of people will be like.
coming,’ says the Lord, ‘when the plowIn this resurrection, in this case to physiman shall overtake the reaper, and the
cal life, many billions of human beings will
treader of grapes him who sows seed; the

have their glorious time of salvation. Paul
tells us that God “desires all men to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). But the vast majority of people who have ever lived have
never had the opportunity to even hear
God’s truth, much less have the opportunity to repent, be converted and receive His
gift of salvation.
The Eighth Day represents the great resurrection of billions of people to physical
life who never had their day of salvation.
This happens shortly after the 1,000-year
reign of Christ. He continues His reign during this time in which He will judge all in
righteousness and with true justice.
Will permanent peace come in our time?
Deceived by Hitler, Neville Chamberlain
badly miscalculated peace in his time. God
is not a man; He doesn’t make mistakes.
Only God knows the hour and day when
He will send Christ Jesus to the earth to
save humanity from itself (Mark 13:32).
Will we see permanent peace in our
time? A sober look at the world around
us indicates that we are living in the latter
days. And in the end, some will survive the
terrifying events to come and will indeed
live to see ongoing peace. But terrible
events must unfold first, events that will
shake the world to its core.
What about you? God offers you peace
and protection in this life and something
far greater in the world to come, but it
depends on you (see Luke 21:34-36). If
you are willing to commit yourself to God
the Father and Jesus Christ and begin to
observe God’s annual festivals, you can
come to understand His great plan of salvation for all humankind. His peace and
prosperity are waiting for you! GN

To Learn More...
Few know about or realize that
God gave us several holy festivals in His Word—festivals that
teach us about His great plan
for the salvation of mankind
and to at last bring peace on
earth. Many write off these
days as “Jewish” or obsolete, but they are Christian in
every way—since Jesus and the early Church
celebrated them and they teach us all about His role
in God’s plan. You need to learn about them yourself!
Download or request your free copy of God’s Holy Day
Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind.
Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
September/October 2011
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The Good News magazine and Beyond Today television are sponsoring Bible seminars around the world!

We welcome you to attend this important live event!

From Today’s World to the Coming Kingdom of God!
September 10, 17 or 24 • kogbibleseminars.org

Y

An earlier seminar at our San Antonio location

ou’re warmly invited to attend the Kingdom of God Bible Seminars in a city near you on Sept. 10, 17 or 24. Seminars will
be held simultaneously in more than 150 locations across the
United States and in countries around the world!
Discover the surprising truth about Christ’s message of the coming Kingdom of God!
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Find out vital information on how you can enter the Kingdom of God
and develop a deeper, more meaningful relationship with your Heavenly
Father. Learn why Jesus Christ’s message holds the key to human survival. Discover things in your Bible that you never knew were there!
Why should you attend? You need to know
why the Kingdom of God was the central
focus of Jesus Christ’s ministry—though
His teaching about that Kingdom is largely
unfamiliar to many and not taught in most
churches today!
By attending the Kingdom of God Bible
Seminars you will discover what the Kingdom means to your own personal salvation
and why its message is actually critical to
human survival.
The seminars will also help you understand the key signs Jesus gave His disciples
about His return and how the Kingdom of
God will soon be established on earth.
By attending the seminars you will discover

Plan now to join hundreds of others at the
Kingdom of God Bible Seminars on Sept,
10, 17 or 24 in a city near you. You will not
be asked to join any church, and there will
be no solicitations for money.
not only how you can enter the Kingdom of
God, but vital ways you can develop a deeper,
more meaningful relationship with your
loving Creator than ever before.
Finally, you will learn important ways
to enjoy a positive, happy life
even in the midst of the problems and challenges facing
you and your family.

Go online now for additional information and to reserve
your free spot for the Kingdom of God Bible Seminars.
Visit: kogbibleseminars.org
See the list of participating cities with times and locations. If you do not have online access at home, please
visit your local library and register online.

Kingdom of God Bible Seminars • Saturday, Sept. 10, 17 or 24, 2011 • kogbibleseminars.org
September/October 2011
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Corruption and Despotism Cry Out
for the Coming Kingdom of God
40 years. Although a republic like all other
nations with a president, the country has a
de facto dynasty. Mubarak and Gaddafi were
also grooming their sons for succession.
Many expressed confidence in Syria’s
president after he succeeded his father in
s someone not born and raised in the man at the top is there until he dies.
2000. The son had spent many years in EngUnited States, I’ve sometimes been
These “presidents for life” surround them- land studying optometry and then working
asked who I think was the greatest selves with sycophants and grow increasas an optometrist. He even married an EngAmerican president.
lish woman of Syrian descent. Many hoped
ingly out of touch with reality. With those
My answer has always been
that those years in a liberal democracy like
close to them constantly praising them, the
George Washington.
England would have changed him, turning
presidents come to think the people love
The answer often surprises people since
them—so when opposition arises, they mis- him into a typical, tolerant Englishman.
Washington led the Continental Army during takenly assume it’s only a minority and use However, once back in his native culture,
the Revolutionary War against the British— massive force to crush all dissent.
he reverted to type and has turned out to be
and I was born and grew up in Great Britain.
every bit as ruthless as his father.
All of this could be avoided if only they
But Washington was great for a different
Dynastic successions are not confined
would follow Washington’s example and
reason. The man who became the country’s retire after eight years!
to Middle Eastern leaders. North Korea
first president set an incredible example for
(a self-proclaimed “Peoples’ Republic”)
Arab revolts and dynastic leaders
his successors.
is expected to soon get its third hereditary
We’ve seen a number of these dictatorAt a time when the world was governed
leader. The only other country still espouspresidents in the news recently. Demonstra- ing traditional communism is Cuba, where
mostly by monarchs who ruled for life,
Washington retired after two four-year terms tions precipitated by food inflation, high
founder Fidel Castro’s brother Raul has
unemployment and corruption have spread recently been put in charge. These countries
in office, thereby setting a precedent for
across North Africa and the Middle East as should more accurately be called “comother presidents. Only Franklin Roosevelt
broke tradition by standing for election (and people have demanded that their leaders go. munist monarchies,” with their very own
Whether these uprisings, dubbed the “Arab hereditary family dynasties.
winning) four times. After that, the U.S.
Constitution was amended to prevent anyone Spring,” will result in greater democracy
Romania was another communist country
from being elected president more than twice is still a question. Too often, culture limits
set on establishing a ruling dynasty—until
the potential for a truly democratic system, the people overthrew and executed their
(or once if the person finished out another
which requires tolerance and respect for the communist monarch, President Nicolae
president’s term for two years), limiting the
number of years anyone can hold that office. rule of law.
Ceausescu, in 1989.
The first leader to fall in the Arab Spring
With America’s preeminence in the world
Corruption a major factor
during most of the last century, many coun- was Tunisia’s President Zine El Abidine
All of these men have made a fortune out
Ben
Ali,
who
held
his
position
for
23
years,
tries have tried to copy the American system
of governing their countries. Dictators of
of government. While the United States was followed by President Hosni Mubarak of
poverty-plagued Third World nations often
the first country to have a presidential form Egypt, overthrown after 30 years in power.
rank among the wealthiest people in the
It remains to be seen what will happen
of government, today most countries have a
world—not legally, of course, but through
president as head of state. But few have suc- to leaders of other countries confronted by
cessfully adopted the U.S. system, and none revolutionary fervor. One conclusion drawn bribes and corruption. This is one reason
has been able to copy it successfully for very from the overthrow of Ben Ali and Mubarak why so many dictators cannot hand power
over to somebody else—they are afraid that
is that they reacted to demonstrations with
long. The reason for this goes right back to
the next man in charge might prosecute
weakness—so the others are doing everyGeorge Washington.
them on charges of corruption.
thing possible to suppress all dissent.
Whereas Washington retired to his farm
This happened in Zambia in 2009 when
The others include three more beleaafter eight years, few presidents around the
former president Frederick Chiluba was
world seem capable of letting go of the reins guered Arab leaders: Libya’s Colonel Gaddafi (42 years), Yemen’s Ali Abdullah Saleh tried on corruption charges. A common joke
of power. Inevitably this leads to dictatorin Africa is that, whatever country you’re
(33 years) and Syria’s Bashar al-Assad
ship, frequently accompanied by the title
in, you don’t ask if the president is corrupt.
“president for life.” Even if there is no such (11 years). Assad succeeded his father, the
Instead you ask: How corrupt is he? It’s
official title, it is at least understood that the two of them having ruled the country for

Demonstrations and riots across North Africa and the Middle East highlight the corruption, nepotism and oppression that’s common throughout
the world. Only the coming Kingdom of God can change this!
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racy, corruption is endemic and threatens the
stability of the country. One of the inevitable
consequences of corruption is the growing
gap between the rich (often corrupt) and
the poor. And as the gap widens there is an
increased likelihood of civil disturbance or
even revolution. That’s what’s happened
across the Arab world.
But, knowing this, leaders all over the
world line their own pockets while the
people go hungry!
The example of Equatorial Guinea

Architect of the Capitol

In this painting in the U.S. Capitol building, George Washington resigns his commission as commanderin-chief of American forces on Dec. 23, 1783, at the conclusion of the War of Independence. Historian
Richard Brookhiser notes that because he willingly surrendered power, “Washington was worthy of
honor because the last thing he had done with power was to resign it.” His selfless acts stunned aristocratic Europe. Britain’s King George III called Washington “the greatest character of the age” and said
his stepping down from power as commander-in-chief and later as America’s first president “placed him
in a light the most distinguished of any man living” (quoted in Founding Father, 1997, p. 103).

commonly believed that all presidents on
the African continent are corrupt. The lesson
that many of them will have learned from
Zambia is to never surrender power!
Many such leaders will do anything to
retain their office. In one African nation
there are 2.5 million dead voters. These dead
people naturally all “vote” for the president
whenever there’s an election, thereby giving
the incumbent a built-in majority!
This prompts the question: Why bother
with elections?
Some presidents like to keep up a level of
respectability and acceptance if only to get
foreign aid (which often goes straight into
their pockets). Membership in multinational
organizations like the (British) Commonwealth requires at least the appearance of a
democratic system, even though some Commonwealth members have often had periods
of military rule.
Ghana, where I once lived, set the pattern.
When the British gave the country independence in 1957, it had a system of government modeled on Britain’s. Two years after
independence, the prime minister, Kwame
Nkrumah, called for a change to a presidential system. It wasn’t long after that he was
proclaimed “president for life.” Then he
abolished the parliament, making himself
an absolute dictator.
Ghana’s early post-colonial experience
also showed that the only way to remove

a president for life is to forcibly overthrow
him, which the military did in 1966. In 1979,
a later military government was overthrown
by another branch of the military, and all
former heads of state were sentenced to
death for corruption—for effectively stealing
the country blind.
Corruption is a way of life throughout
Africa. A recent article in The Economist
highlighted corruption in Africa, showing
that so many people have a vested interest in
corruption that it’s doubtful any progress can
be made in dealing with it.
Titled “Briefing: Nigeria’s Prospects,” the
article states: “To change the system, [Nigerian President Goodluck] Jonathan would
have to break with his backers. That is difficult, perhaps even dangerous. For instance,
a mafia that embezzles vast fuel subsidies is
said to be a big contributor to his campaign.
The government spends more than $4 billion
a year to sell fuel at less than half the already
low American price.
“The president’s backers routinely falsify
bills of lading, inflating the amount of fuel
imported fivefold, then collect the government subsidy on all of it, and finally smuggle the fuel to a neighboring country to sell
at double or triple the price. Mr. Jonathan, of
course, did not personally take their money.
But if he goes after them their cronies may
stop cooperating” (May 28, 2011).
Even in India, the world’s biggest democ-

One of the worst examples of corruption
in Africa is Equatorial Guinea, whose dictatorial president Teodoro Obiang Nguema
Mbasogo seized power in 1979 from his
uncle, Macias Nguema, who had murdered
an estimated one third of his own people.
His nephew has been less bloodthirsty but
has pocketed much of the nation’s oil wealth
during his 32-year rule. The country has a
population of only 650,000. With oil, every
single citizen should have a high standard of
living—but that is not the reality.
“Energy revenues have flowed into the
pockets of the country’s elite, but virtually
none has trickled down to the poor majority; since the oil boom began, the country
has rocketed to one of the world’s highest
per capita incomes—and one of its lowest
standards of living. Nearly four-fifths of its
people live in abject poverty; child mortality has increased to the point that today
some 15 percent of Equatorial Guinea’s
children die before reaching age 5, making
it one of the deadliest places on the planet
to be young” (“Teodorin’s World,” Foreign
Policy, March/April 2011).
Ironically, many of the leaders mentioned
in these articles claim to be religious men. It
would appear that none has read what Jesus
Christ had to say on governance.
Jesus Christ’s example of governance

Jesus told His disciples that they must be
different from the rulers of this world. At
the time, the Jews in the land of Israel were
living under Roman rule. Rome’s leaders in
Christ’s time were despotic and cruel, lording
it over the people, wielding their authority.
What did Christ tell His followers? “Jesus
called them [His disciples] together and said,
‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their high officials
exercise authority over them. Not so with
Continued on page 29
September/October 2011
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The empire Germany has always dreamed of
dolf Hitler came to power only because of a
major financial crisis in the late 1920s and early
1930s. World-shaking turns of events usually seem
to emerge out of massive economic problems. Now,
paradoxically, another monumental economic crisis
appears to be on the brink to, as the headline of a
July 22, 2011, Telegraph article by Peter Oborne put
it, “Give Germany the Empire It’s Always Dreamed
Of,” without a drop of German blood being spilled.

“Germany has come very close to
realising Bismarck’s dream of an economic empire stretching from Central Europe to the eastern Mediterranean.”
Such are the largely unrealized spinoffs of the current euro-crisis.
A two-speed Europe finally appears to be in the
making. The weaker members of the European Union
(mostly located in southern Europe) simply cannot
weather massive economic difficulties without the
help and support of the northern Franco-German
combine. According to the same article, “The ideology of a single currency will create a continent of
tame, vassal states” (emphasis added throughout).

The dangerous spread
of E. coli

E

coli is dangerous. “If the full name of any germ
could be a household word, it would be Escherichia coli O157:H7, a bacterium that has in the past
caused severe food poisoning linked to Jack-in-the
Box hamburgers, Taco Bell lettuce and prepackaged
spinach. Now E. coli O157:H7 is being overshadowed by more virulent strains of what is normally a
benign gut microbe. This spring a recently identified
strain of E. coli, O104:H4, killed dozens of people in
Europe and landed hundreds more in the hospital”
(Christine Gorman, “E. Coli on the March,” Scientific

Iran and North Korea
in collusion

A

ccording to a foreign affairs correspondent for
The Daily Telegraph, “North Korea and Iran are
jointly working on weapons programmes designed
to build a long-range missile capable of carrying a
nuclear warhead” (Dmien McElroy, “North Korea
and Iran ‘Collaborate on Nuclear Missile,’” July
22, 2011).
The rogue North Korean state is benefiting
from weapons technology developed by Iran. In
return, North Korea is assisting Iran with its uranium enrichment program. Pyongyang has also
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In the long run, instead of crippling Germany economically, the current crisis may very well be “the final
realisation of the dream that animated the founders of
the Common Market more than half a century ago—
which is one reason why so many prominent Europeans have privately welcomed the eurozone catastrophe, labelling it a ‘beneficial crisis’” (ibid.).
Berlin will most likely be the principal beneficiary.
The bailouts of weaker EU member countries have
placed the Germans in the driver’s seat in relation to
southern European countries. Peter Oborne continued: “Their economic sovereignty has been obliterated; they face a future as vassal states, their role
reduced to the one enjoyed by the European colonies
of the 19th and early 20th centuries. They will provide cheap labour, raw materials, agricultural produce and ready market for the manufactured goods
and services provided by the far more productive and
efficient Northern Europeans.”
Perhaps the key point is simply this: “While these
[southern European] nations relapse into pre-modern
economic systems, Germany is busy turning into one
of the most dynamic and productive economies of the
world. Despite the grumbling of the Germans, the bailouts are worth every penny, because they guarantee a
cheap outlet for their manufactured goods.
“Yesterday’s bailout decisions mean that Germany
American, August 2011).
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are watching at least six types of so-called Shiga
toxin E. coli, which can cause bloody diarrhea and, in
extreme cases, fatal kidney failure (ibid.). Note these
facts: Antibiotics can worsen an E. coli infection;
E. coli O104.H4 is resistant to at least 14 antibiotics;
E. coli O104:H4 may show up in the United States, and
E. coli O157:H7 is becoming less of a threat because
of mandatory government health requirements (ibid.).
We live in a complex and often dangerous world.
The Bible provides health laws for humanity that can
help us live a healthier and safer life. You can get a better handle on life if you read our free booklet Why Does
God Allow Suffering? (Source: Scientific American.)
supplied Burma and Syria with advanced military
equipment.
While not the “Axis Powers” of World War II,
Iran and North Korea are nonetheless dictatorial
nations colluding in their joint evil.
What makes North Korea so doubly dangerous
is its unstable future as a failed state. This nation
cannot feed its people and faces yet another
dynastic succession. A rogue country desperate
to survive is capable of taking foolish risks dangerous to itself and to other nations. Meanwhile
China fails to use its influence with North Korea
to strongly encourage this nation to moderate its
military aims and renounce nuclear weaponry.
(Source: The Daily Telegraph [London].)

has come very close to realising Bismarck’s dream of
an economic empire stretching from Central Europe
to the eastern Mediterranean” (ibid.).
Students of Bible prophecy might well ask a hard
question: Will successful economics ultimately prove
to be enough? Will this German economic empire in
the making eventually become a military powerhouse
that induces the whole world into a state of shock?
Bible prophecy strongly indicates that this is the
likelihood. To understand much more, request or
download our free booklets Are We Living in the Time
of the End? and You Can Understand Bible Prophecy
(Source: The Daily Telegraph [London].)

Extremist attacks
are signs of the times

P

eople desire signs. Signs are very important to an ordered society, like directing
traffic and reaching a destination.
The Bible speaks of signs. Jesus was asked
for the sign of His coming and the end of the
age (Matthew 24:3). Earlier, the Jews tempted
Jesus in asking Him for a sign from heaven
(Matthew 16:3).
On July 22, 2011, Anders Behring Breivik, a
lone extremist, exploded a bomb in Oslo, Norway, and then massacred others on the tiny

island of Utoya. These twin attacks together
took 77 lives.
These terrible acts show a sign of our times.
Over the past few decades we have witnessed
many extremist and terrorist bombings, the
9/11 attacks in New York and Washington,
D.C., being the most memorable and most horrifying. Your Bible says that the end times will
be very dangerous (2 Timothy 3:1). People will
become even more savage or fierce (verse 3).
There’s a source behind these violent acts.
Jesus Christ said the devil was a murderer from
the beginning (John 8:44) and that he influences the whole world without our being aware
of it (Ephesians 2:2-3; Revelation 12:9). Christ
said that Satan will unleash his pent-up wrath
against human beings immediately before and
during the Great Tribulation (Revelation 12:12;
Matthew 24:21-22). That time begins the
countdown toward the end of his rule on earth,
concluding with the Messiah’s return.

Photos: Photos.com
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The “Arab Spring” stalls

W

hile enormous pressures continue to assail
Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi and Syria’s Bashar
al-Assad, it is still possible that one or both may survive the onslaught of events. A protracted stalemate
remains possible because as of this writing the West
has proved reluctant to administer a knockout blow in
Libya and to demand meaningful change in Syria.
Meanwhile the Arab Spring has come to a halt
in Egypt with the military still firmly in control. The
authority of the 18-member Supreme Armed Force
Council remains. So supposed elections in both
Egypt and Tunisia have been delayed. Of course,
activists in Egypt are losing patience with the military’s reluctance to implement their demands. But
does this really guarantee a democratic state?
The Financial Times commented concerning the
Arab Spring: “The price of dismantling decades
of autocratic rule is proving high” (Roula Khalaf,

Effects of TV sexuality,
violence on teenagers

A

ccording to Sandra Czaja, writing for Scientific
American Mind, “Video games, movies and
television, Facebook and Twitter [show that], for
a couch-potato child, digital culture is rarely more
than a fingertip away. Young Americans spend on
average about seven and a half hours a day with digital media. In fact, they often multitask, using many
devices simultaneously to pack in some 10 hours
and 45 minutes’ worth of content every day, according to a recent Kaiser Family Foundation Report”
(“Pop Star Psychology,” July/August 2011).
These facts by themselves indicate that many

Children who don’t
know their own names

A

n astonishing number of new pupils in Britain
begin school not even knowing their own names.
In some cases they don’t even realize they have a
name. The principal blame has been laid on parents
who spend too much time on the Internet and watching television. They do not communicate with their
children. One mother said, “My child doesn’t speak
to me, so I don’t speak to my child.”
As The Daily Telegraph reported, “More than a
million [British] youngsters—around two to three
in each classroom throughout the country—suffer
from speech, language and communication difficul-

“Eight Lessons of the Arab Spring,” July 29, 2011).
Clearly Islamic jihadists have much to gain from the
Arab revolution. “As the most organised opposition
forces during autocratic rule, Islamist parties are big
beneficiaries of a political opening.”
In Egypt one important development has been a
weakening of ties with the state of Israel, potentially
endangering Israeli security. Another important consequence has been Cairo’s relationship with Turkey,
with the Egyptians looking more and more to Ankara
for political leadership.
Clearly the whole Middle East continues to be
a cauldron of uncertainty and instability. This has
been true for thousands of years. Yet we know from
Bible prophecy that events in this region will radically
intensify to such an extent that Jesus Christ will need
to return to save the world from itself (see Matthew
24:21-22). Ask for our free booklet The Middle East
in Bible Prophecy. (Sources: Newsweek, Financial
Times [London].)
aspects of such viewing can and will encourage risky
behavior in teenagers and children. The author goes
on to point out, “Many studies have demonstrated that
exposure to sex, drugs and violence on-screen can
make all three seem more acceptable in real life.”
Other studies quoted by Czaja show that heavy TV
viewers among children and teens “tend to become
sexually active younger.” They also indicate that openly
homosexual characters tend to encourage acceptance
of homosexuality among younger watchers.
In any event, we would like to offer our teenage and young adult readers a free subscription to
Vertical Thought magazine. This unique publication
covers many of the challenges young people face
today. To learn more, visit www.VerticalThought.org.
(Source: Scientific American Mind.)
ties, according to the charity The Communication
Trust” (Murray Wardrop, “New Pupils Who Don’t
Even Know Their Name” July 29, 2011).
Other tragic consequences abound because
of a serious lack of parental responsibility toward
their small children. One disturbing spinoff would
be that “almost 900 children are suspended from
school every day for attacking or verbally abusing
their teachers and classmates, new figures show”
(“Unruly Lessons: 900 Suspensions Every Day,” July
29, 2011).
The United Church of God addresses proper childrearing methods in its free booklet Marriage and
Family: The Missing Dimension. Write for your personal copy. (Source: The Daily Telegraph, The Independent [both London].)

Has the era of space
exploration ended?

T

he U.S. space program leapt forward in
May 1961 when President John F. Kennedy
declared that the country would put a man on
the moon by the end of the decade. That happened in 1969. And now the final flight of the
shuttle Atlantis in July 2011 marks the end of
the space shuttle program. Has the glorious
era of space exploration ended?
Astronomy professor Mike Brown wrote
in Parade magazine: “Like many kids in the

1970s, I was space crazy. I watched in awe as
astronauts on TV stepped on the moon’s dry
surface. I dreamed of living there someday” (“A
Look at NASA’s Defining Moments and Where
We’re Headed Now,” July 17, 2011).
Ancient astronomers thought that every star
might hold a solar system like our own. “But the
latest generation of telescopes is showing us
that we couldn’t be more wrong. Seemingly the
only thing we haven’t seen is a solar system like
our own. It is exceptional—now we just need to
figure out why it is so different” (ibid.).
Let God answer: “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis
1:1, emphasis added). Our planet is unique,
created by God to expand His family through
human beings (compare Hebrews 1:14 and
Genesis 1:26 with 1 Corinthians 15:49).
The age of space exploration hasn’t even
begun to begin, at least not as God envisions
it. He promises us that as His children we “shall
inherit all things,” being given immortality and
spirit glory just as Jesus Christ has now (Revelation 21:7; 1 John 3:2). “All things” includes this
vast universe, which, like God, we apparently will
be able to traverse at the speed of thought. That
is when the glorious age of space travel truly
will begin! To learn more, request or download
our free booklet What Is Your Destiny? (Source:
Parade magazine.)

How Can You Make Sense of the News?

So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and dangerous trends taking us?
What does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very concerned with the direction the world is
heading. So are we. That’s why we’ve created the World News and Prophecy website—to help you understand the
news in the light of Bible prophecy. This eye-opening site offers you a perspective so badly needed in our chaotic
and confused world—the perspective of God’s Word, the Bible. Visit us at www.WNPonline.org today!
Learn more at www.WNPonline.org
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What Might Have Been
vs. What Shall Yet Be
Few sorrows in life can come close to the loss of a child. Yet even in such a
tragedy, God’s Word promises the hope of life beyond the grave—a future
resurrection in a much different world.

M

y wife and I sit next to the tiny
tombstone on the grassy knoll
of the East Lawn Cemetery in
Sugarcreek, Ohio, on the eve of
the 25th birthday of our youngest son Jonathan, pondering—pondering
what might have been and what shall yet be.
We remember all too well the painful day
when we laid our one-year-old son to rest
in a tiny white casket. Time and chance, in
the form of an auto accident, had visited our
young family and ripped one third of what
we held dear from our nurture and care.
Now, as we sit in the dusk of evening on a
warm summer night where he has been at
rest for more than two decades, we wonder
what might have been.

college career to teach life and computer
skills to underprivileged hill tribes in Thailand before he graduated with honors. He
and his wife have become our business
partners in a company that serves customers
around the world.
Three apples; same tree
Mary Ann is the academic of the family
Yes, “What might have been?” The ques- who studied domestically and abroad to pretion seems palpable this evening as we sit in pare herself to both understand and to care
silence keeping him company. The old say- for people of all backgrounds and cultures.
ing “The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree” She and her new husband volunteered their
first year of marriage to teach English and
may have some application here. For two
math at an international school in Jordan.
other “apples” have come from the same
“tree.” Perhaps what the missing one might Now she has completed her graduate studies
and is applying her skills in a job that helps
have been can be seen by looking at what
the underprivileged the world over.
the two remaining have become.
How we cherish them and who they have
Of all the blessings God has bestowed on
become! This warm summer night, we canus, none compare to the children He gave
us to nurture and develop. Both Daniel and not help but wonder what the one we lost
Mary Ann were on the scene the day Jona- might have become. Would he have been
than died. At the tender age of two and four another engineer like his older brother? Or
desired to change the world for the better
they learned about loss—in this case their
brother whom they loved. Both found com- like his sister? Perhaps he would’ve been a
fort in the real and tangible promises of God combination of both? We just can’t know—
at least not yet.
even at that early age.
Their childlike faith in the promise of God
carried them through tragedy to become the A world of great suffering and loss
Tonight the hole he left reaches out to
“apple” of our eye. Tonight both of them are
well-adjusted and successful contributors to touch us as we sit by his grave. As we ponder the blessing his brother and sister have
society, both with a capacity to empathize
and care that comes only through cherishing become, it becomes apparent that the real
tragedy of his loss is not just the loss itself
life through knowing loss.
but, more importantly, the unrealized contriDaniel volunteered one year during his
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bution of what he might have become.
The wind whispers in our ear as we sit
alone in the darkness, but we realize we are
not alone in our experience. Our loss might
be seen as a microcosm of the loss suffered
by individuals, nations and the entire world
since the creation of man. So much of what
might have been has been tragically cut short
by accidents, disease, violence and war.
While much ado is made of these losses,
our experience and the history of the world
indicates that the real loss may have escaped
our notice.
Consider the colossal loss of life during the great wars of the century just past.
Countless millions were slaughtered on
the battlefields. Millions more perished in
concentration camps. Unspeakable pain and
suffering and loss were inflicted on those
that remained to remember. Additional
millions starved or died of disease.
However, the real tragedy lies not just in
the lives lost but in the unrealized potential
of what those millions might have become.
How much technology was never developed, how much music was never written,
how much art was never painted because so
many lives were cut short with the bombs,
artillery and gases that sent these people to
a premature death?
We can only ponder what might have been.
Tonight, as we sit in the darkness, the
hope of “what shall yet be” still burns
within us. We remember how the hope that
saw us through on that day 24 years ago
has kept me and my family on a positive
journey these 24 years since. I remember
holding my son at the scene of the accident
when Christ’s words in John 5:28-29, “The
hour is coming in which all who are in the
graves will hear His voice and come forth,”
came to my mind with new meaning and
significance.
Christ’s promise of a future resurrection
from the dead was no longer just an encouraging theological concept. It became a real
date with destiny, at which point I would
meet again the son to whom I was bidding
a painful farewell.
That blessed assurance has carried us
forward on a positive path to this very
Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

Photos, from left: Jamie Schreiber, BigStock

by John Miller

Our loss is overcome by the anticipation of the day
described in Revelation 21:3-5: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with
them . . . And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,
nor crying; and there shall be nor more pain for the
former things have passed away.”

evening. One day, “what might have been”
will be transformed into what shall yet be
when the grave at which we sit opens and
our son comes forth as Christ promised.
A promise of life beyond the grave for all
As the night deepens, my wife and I
stand and walk away from his grave where
we had paused to remember Jonathan’s
short life and to ponder his future. Tonight,
we leave him behind once more as we have
done many times before. But we leave with
the same confidence, hope and assurance
that carried the day 24 years before. What
shall yet be is so powerful that it overshadows our pain of what might have been!
We walk into the night talking about
why this assurance has meant so much
to our family over the years—but more
importantly what it means for the entirety
of mankind. Our family reunion with
Jonathan—as we have come to call it—is
not really “ours” at all because it extends to
all of those with incomplete families down
through time.
We rehearse the promise of the resurrections—plural because the Bible reveals
more than one—to life and why they are the
last best hope for mankind. God has a plan
in which no one is forgotten or left behind.
“Those who are Christ’s” will be brought
back to life “at His coming” in a remarkable resurrection to immortality (1 Corinthians 15:23). But what of all the rest who

ever lived not knowing Christ—including
those who died prematurely? What about
Jonathan? What shall yet be?
We remember the hopeful and compelling prophecy by Zechariah about a time yet
future when “the city shall be full of boys
and girls playing in its streets” (Zechariah
8:5). Jonathan safe? Playing in the street!
It’s as compelling as it is comforting.
We remember the words of Isaiah
describing a new and different world—a
Kingdom of and ruled by God—in which
“the nursing child shall play by the cobra’s
hole, and the weaned child shall put his
hand in the viper’s den” (Isaiah 11:8). Now
that’s a different world!
What’s more, “The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down
with the young goat, the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6).
“What shall yet be” gives us assurance
and hope that we can count on: “They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).
Ezekiel’s amazing prophecy
of the resurrection of the dead
The prophet Ezekiel provides vivid
details on how “what shall yet be” comes
to pass. The cemetery through which we
walk will not remain “filled with dead

men’s bones” with no future hope of life.
Ezekiel’s words replay in our minds: “And
He said to me, ‘Son of man, can these
bones live?’” (Ezekiel 37:3).
Good question. The answer: “O dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD! ‘Thus
says the Lord GOD to these bones: ‘Surely
I will cause breath to enter into you, and
you shall live’” (Ezekiel 37:4-5).
What he says next comes to us across
the millennia with compelling clarity in
the stillness of the darkened cemetery:
“So I prophesied as I was commanded;
and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and
suddenly a rattling; and the bones came
together, bone to bone. Indeed as I looked,
the sinews and the flesh came upon them,
and the skin covered them over” (Ezekiel
37:7-8).
The prophecy’s promise is overwhelming. So much “will yet be,” and it will
happen right here. Jonathan’s future is not
lost, and neither are the Schweitzers’, the
Smiths’, the Bitikofers’ and the Bakers’ and
the hundreds of other names that beckon us
in the night—bodies will be reassembled,
covered with muscle and flesh, prepared to
meet their Maker!
“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold,
O my people, I will open your graves and
cause you to come up from your graves,
and bring you into the land of Israel. Then
you shall know that I am the LORD, when
I have opened your graves, O My people,
September/October 2011
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and brought you up from your graves. I
will put My Spirit in you, and you shall
live, and I will place you in your own land.
Then you shall know that I, the Lord, have
spoken it and performed it,’ says the Lord”
(Ezekiel 37:12-14).
The words seem palpable in the night air.
We pause; we ponder; we hesitate. Then
we turn and leave the village cemetery and
walk down the street toward our home. So
much more “will yet be.” It extends so far
beyond the future of our dear son, beyond
the names that beckoned us tonight,
beyond even the children of Israel of
whom Ezekiel spoke, because Jesus Christ

from their eyes; there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there
A coming time of “no more death,
shall be nor more pain for the former
nor sorrow, nor crying”
things have passed away.’ Then He who
sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all
We arrive home, at peace. Whatever
“might have been” is so far overshadowed things new.’ And he said to me, ‘Write,
for these words are true and faithful’”
by “what shall yet be” that our loss is
(Revelation 21:3-5).
overcome by the anticipation of the day
May God speed the day of the fulfillment
described in the Revelation of Jesus Christ:
of these magnificent prophecies—when
“And I heard a loud voice from heaven
“what shall yet be” becomes “what now
saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is
is,” the joyous reunion He has promised
with men, and He will dwell with them,
having at last come to pass. More imporand they shall be His people, and God
tantly, may we believe and live by His
Himself will be with them and be their
words of Truth until that awesome day! GN
God. And God will wipe away every tear

extends the promise to all who ever lived!

The Mystery of the Resurrections Mentioned in the Bible
D

oes the resurrection from the dead seem like a mystery to you? Paul
brings clarity to this often-overlooked biblical truth while acknowledging
human mortality: “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made
alive. But each one in his own order. Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming” (1 Corinthians 15:22-23).
Paul describes an order of resurrections commencing with “those who
are Christ’s at His coming,” which Revelation 20:5 refers to as “the first resurrection.” An order of resurrections commencing with one called “the first”
means there are subsequent and sequential resurrections—and indeed
these are described more fully elsewhere in the Bible.

A first resurrection for those who are Christ’s
Paul describes the first resurrection, of those who have been Christ’s
faithful servants at His coming, this way: “Behold, I tell you a mystery:
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality”
(1 Corinthians 15:51-53).
Those raised and changed to immortality at Christ’s return will live and
reign with him for 1,000 years: “And I saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was committed to them . . . And they lived and reigned with
Christ for a thousand years. But the rest of the dead did not live again until
the thousand years were finished” (Revelation 20:4-5).
The glory of those who have “put on” immortality puts them permanently
beyond the grasp of death: “Blessed and holy his he who has part in the
first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power” (verse 6).
These will be endowed with life eternal in the likeness of Christ (1 John 3:2),
attaining the destiny of those who remain faithful—to “bear the image of
the heavenly man” (1 Corinthians 15:45). This first resurrection, with those
in it learning God’s way and being made immortal before the rest of the
world, is called a “better resurrection” (Hebrews 11:35).

A second resurrection for those who never knew God or Christ
What about those described in the book of Revelation as “the rest of
the dead” who “did not live again until the thousand years were finished”
(Revelation 20:5). Who are they? And what will become of them?
First, “the rest of the dead” constitute all those who were not “Christ’s
at His coming” and fall into two broad categories—those who died never
truly knowing Christ, and those who have already willfully rejected Him as
their personal Savior. These are two very different categories of people,
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facing two very different destinies.
The first group, who died without ever having known Christ, is described
standing before the throne of God in a second resurrection: “And I saw
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened”
(Revelation 20:12).
The prophet Ezekiel was given a vision by God in which he saw vast numbers of long-dead Israelites come back to life as flesh-and-blood human
beings. In this vision, “breath came into them, and they lived, and stood
upon their feet, an exceedingly great army” (Ezekiel 37:1-10).
“Then,” God tells them, “you shall know that I am the Lord, when I have
opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up from your graves.
I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own
land. Then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and performed it”
(verses 13-14).
A merciful God, not willing that any should perish, reaches out to all
those to whom the “books” of the Bible had never been open (in terms of
understanding) and brings them back to life to offer them an intimate relationship with Him by putting His Spirit in them—a powerful demonstration
of a merciful God so unwilling that any should perish that He reaches into
the grave to offer life to the unsaved masses.

A final resurrection for those who ultimately reject God
But a merciful God, to be perfect, must also be just. Those who have
knowingly and willfully defied the mercies and commandments of God in
their lifetime even after coming to know God and His truth face a very
different destiny in a final resurrection—that of the second death: “Then
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of
fire” (Revelation 20:14).
The unrepentant incorrigibly wicked of past ages meet their Maker in a
resurrection to receive justice through a second death in the lake of fire,
from which there will be no resurrection.
The biblical teaching on the resurrections provides hope, destiny and
justice for all. There will be three resurrections for three
distinct groups of people—each in their own order,
each in their own time through the power of a perfectly
merciful and perfectly just God not willing that any
should perish. To learn more about these resurrections, with far more complete biblical explanations,
download or request our free booklet What Happens
After Death?
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The Great White Throne Judgment:
A Biblical Mystery Explained
by John Ross Schroeder

The book of Revelation describes a resurrection in which billions will be
judged. How will Jesus Christ judge them? Will He consign them to an everburning hellfire or instead give them their first real opportunity for salvation?

A

iStockphoto

wise man said many times, “The
Bible is like a jigsaw puzzle.” One
has to piece together God’s Word
properly. Each passage has its
proper role in enabling us to
correctly understand biblical doctrine. The
apostle Paul aptly described our part in
this process as “rightly dividing the word
of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15, emphasis added
throughout). More modern translations usually render the phrase “correctly handling.”
Another way of understanding this
important principle is reflected by the biblical saying, “Here a little, there a little” (Isaiah 28:10, 13). Clearly one scriptural passage of and by itself usually does not fully
convey the complete truth about any specific biblical teaching. Normally, it should
be carefully compared with other passages
dealing with the same topic.
Neglected, misunderstood and
misinterpreted
Few passages in the entire Bible, if any,
have been more neglected, misunderstood
and misinterpreted than Revelation 20:1115, which refers to what is commonly
known as the Great White Throne Judgment. Here misinterpretation happens principally because a crucial principle of Bible
study (mentioned above) has been carelessly
overlooked by theologians whose understanding has been darkened by erroneous
doctrinal beliefs.
The timeline of Revelation 20 summarizes
a number of crucial occurrences in the latter
part of God’s overall plan for saving mankind. We may gain essential supplementary
details from other scriptures. But first let’s
look at Revelation 20:11-15 in its entirety:
“Then I saw a great white throne and Him
who sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away. And there was found
no place for them. And I saw the dead, small
and great, standing before God, and books
[plural] were opened. And another book

(Romans 6:23)—not an eternal existence
of interminable suffering in hellfire.
Contrary to those who teach that death
merely means separation from God, death
in fact means a complete cessation of consciousness (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10). (For a
was opened, which is the Book of Life [not much more complete explanation, request
death]. And the dead were judged accordor download our free booklet Heaven and
ing to their works, by the things which were Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?)
written in the books. The sea gave up the
Now let’s consider what our Savior actudead who were in it, and Death and Hades
ally taught concerning Revelation 20:11-15.
[the grave] delivered up the dead who were
What did Christ personally teach?
in them. And they were judged, each one,
Who is the actual author of the great
according to his works.
“Then death and Hades were cast into the resurrection just prior to the White Throne
Judgment period? John plainly tells us in
lake of fire. This is the second death. And
his gospel account that Jesus said, “Do not
anyone not found written in the Book of
marvel at this; for the hour is coming in
Life was cast into the lake of fire.”
which all who are in their graves will hear
An erroneous doctrinal assumption
His [Christ’s] voice” (John 5:28).
Mainstream Christianity wrongly
Several scriptures show that God the
assumes that the White Throne Judgment Father has committed all judgment of
described here consists of condemning
human beings to His Son (verses 22, 30).
many millions who never converted to
So Jesus Christ Himself is the one who
Christianity during their lifetimes to an
will exercise judgment during the time
ever-burning hellfire. Yet vast numbers of described in Revelation 20:11-13. The
those who died in past ages never even
Father remains in heaven until that time
heard of Jesus Christ. They had no real
arrives for Him to usher in the glorious,
opportunity to experience Christian
everlasting panorama of joyful neverconversion or to be saved.
ending existence described later in the last
Wholesale condemnation of many miltwo chapters of the Bible.
lions would be directly contrary to God’s
Few realize that important collateral
very nature. The apostle Paul states in
passages—clearly explaining events that will
1 Timothy 2:3-4, “For this is right and
occur during the White Throne Judgment—
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
are found in Matthew’s gospel account.
who desires everyone to be saved and to
Consider carefully what Christ actually
come to the knowledge of the truth” (New taught: “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Revised Standard Version).
Bethsaida! [These were cities of His day.]
We should also recognize that most
For if the mighty works which were done in
everyone who died in past ages—even
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon [earlier
those who did hear of Christ—never truly
cities], they would have repented long ago
knew or really understood biblical truth, or in sackcloth and ashes. But I say to you, it
ever had the opportunity to do so. And if
will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in
they never had an opportunity for salvation the day of judgment than for you” (Matthew
in the past, would not a just God give them 11:21-22).
an opportunity in the future?
Consider this remarkable statement
Although Revelation 20:14-15 clearly
for a moment. Jesus talks about a future
demonstrates that there is indeed a lake of
judgment in which the people of His day
fire for the punishment of incorrigible sin- and age will be judged alongside those
ners, this passage does not indicate an ever- of the long-dead cities of Tyre and Sidon,
burning hellfire. The apostle Paul plainly
destroyed centuries earlier!
tells us that “the wages of sin is death”
And how will they be judged? Revelation
September/October 2011
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20 clearly states that those resurrected will
be judged “according to their works,” the
things they actually did coupled with the
opportunities they had to know and understand God’s truth. But again, will God condemn these ancient peoples who never once
had the opportunity to know or respond to
God’s truth?
During this future judgment period they
will have a sufficient period of time to sincerely repent of past deeds, be baptized and
receive God’s Holy Spirit. Ultimately, those
who do prove obedient to their Creator will
inherit eternal life in His Kingdom. In sharp
contrast, those who continue to reject God’s
truth and stubbornly refuse to repent will
be sentenced to suffer “the second death”
(verses 14-15)—again, it is a death, not an
eternal existence in a lake of fire.
The ultimately encouraging fate of Sodom
Let’s continue in Matthew’s account: “And
you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven,
will be brought down to Hades [the grave];
for if the mighty works which were done in
you had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day” (Matthew 11:23).
Can we grasp what Christ is really saying here? Firstly, recall the unlawful deeds
of these ancient peoples: “But the men of
Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful
against the Lord” (Genesis 13:13). Yet during His human life Jesus Christ told a prominent city in Galilee that it came up short
even when compared with ancient Sodom!
Jesus continued: “But I say unto you
that it shall be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the Day of Judgment than for
you” (Matthew 11:24). Again, Christ spoke
of a future judgment, comparing these
ancient peoples of Sodom with the citizens
of Capernaum during His generation.
The only conclusion one can reach is that
the resurrected men and women of Sodom,
who had died almost 2,000 years earlier,
will be given an opportunity for salvation
during this future period of judgment!
God is merciful toward all those who are
willing to really repent. Christ said that the
men of ancient Sodom would have repented
during their previous lifetime had He done
the great miracles there that He performed
in Capernaum many generations later. So
why didn’t He do those works for those of
Sodom? Because it was not yet time for
them to be offered salvation.
A resurrection of people from different
periods in history
Jesus Christ’s next statement is even
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Jesus described a
resurrection in which
people who lived and
died centuries apart
will rise from the grave
together.
clearer and more specific. Notice it: “The
men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it,
because they repented at the preaching of
Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is
here” (Matthew 12:41). The ancient Ninevites and Jonah had lived and died more than
eight centuries earlier. Yet Jesus plainly
states that they will rise up in the future
with those of His generation!
Jesus then alters the focus of his comparison to just one well-known individual
of ancient times. “The queen of the South
[i.e., the Queen of Sheba] will rise up in the
judgment with this generation and condemn
it [by comparison with her own], for she
came from the ends of the earth to hear the
wisdom of Solomon, and indeed a greater
than Solomon is here” (Matthew 12:42).
The Queen of Sheba and Solomon lived
almost a thousand years earlier. But again,
Jesus says she will rise with those who
lived in Jesus’ day and heard His words!
Clearly Jesus is describing a resurrection
in which people who lived and died centuries apart will rise from the grave together,
learn God’s truth for the first time and have
the opportunity at last to repent and receive
God’s gift of salvation! What a remarkable
and little-understood truth!
In these passages Christ referred primarily to ancient gentile (or non-Israelite)
countries. But what about the peoples of
Israel—past, present and future? Can they
be saved?
The apostle Paul answers, “And so all
Israel will be saved” (Romans 11:26). But
again, how can that happen when so many
of them never even had the opportunity to
hear God’s truth?
The prophet Ezekiel explains what will
happen. “The whole house of Israel” will
be part of a great resurrection in the future
occurring just after the close of Christ’s millennial reign. Read about this resurrection of
physical bodies brought back to life in Eze-

kiel’s remarkable vision recorded in Ezekiel
37. The participants will then be given an
opportunity for salvation during the White
Throne Judgment period.
The surprising truth about
the resurrections

But a thousand years beforehand, at the
time of Christ’s second coming, true Christians will be resurrected to eternal spirit life
as the firstfruits of God’s salvation. They
will then assist Jesus Christ in ruling the
nations during the 1,000-year Millennium
and the White Throne Judgment period to
follow (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 1 Corinthians
15:51-52; Revelation 5:10; 20:4-6; Romans
8:18-19, 23).
As important as Revelation 20 remains
in helping depict God’s overall plan for
humankind, this crucial chapter cannot be
fully understood without clarifying and supporting passages in other parts of the Bible.
The great mercy of God defies the limits
of our imaginations. Paul wrote: “Blindness in part has happened to Israel until the
fullness of the Gentiles shall come in. And
so all Israel shall be saved, as it is written:
‘The Deliverer [Jesus Christ] shall come
out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob [Israel]; for this is My
covenant with them, when I take away their
sins’” (Romans 11:25-27).
Hebrews 13:8 tells us that “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Today He remains deeply concerned for the
salvation of all peoples. He is the Captain
of their salvation and the Author and Finisher of their faith (Hebrews 2:10; 12:2).
And as we have seen, He will personally
carry out an important part of the latter
phase of God’s plan for the salvation of
humanity during the Great White Throne
Judgment period! GN
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“America’s Biblical Roots”

Readers profit from booklets

Here are three comments from well-known historical figures that I would like
to submit with regard to your two excellent articles about America’s historical
connection to the Bible:
1) President Andrew Jackson: “That Book [the Bible], sir, is the Rock on
which our Republic rests.”
2) Napoleon Bonaparte: “The Bible is a living Book, with a power that conquers
all who would oppose it.”
3) Daniel Webster: “If there is anything in my thoughts or style to commend,
the credit is due to my parents for instilling in me an early love of the Scriptures. If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will go on
prospering . . . But if we and our posterity neglect its instructions and authority,
no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury our
glory in profound obscurity.”
Webster’s words, in particular, seem all the more prophetic today.
T.N., Fairview, Tennessee

I would just like to say a big “thank you” for doing the work you do. I am so
happy that you can convert your documents to mobi (Kindle friendly) as this helps
me so much. I can now have all of your booklets and other important literature.
I.K., Internet

Please, can we have more about God’s Kingdom and less about the USA?
Tell us more about what’s happening in the rest of the world—more about
creation and more about future change—more about the fruits of the spirit
and less about finances. Maybe you should be answering those who spout
intellectual vanity about God and the Bible.
M.C., Internet
The Good News has been doing all these things since the very first issue.
Please review our past issues online and see below the subheading at right
about answering atheists.

It gives me great pleasure to finally write to you and let you know how
grateful I am to be receiving your free booklets. I have personally received so
much benefit from your publications. I am able to share your Good News with
friends in my small village. May God bless America for supporting Israel in
these difficult times.
P.K., India
Thank you for responding to my request to receive the booklet The New
Covenant: Does It Abolish God’s Law? and the information about the typical
Rapture idea. I have several friends in my church who have talked about the
Rapture as though it were a definite fact. I have diligently researched the Bible
for the mention of this topic and wondered why I could not find it. Now, having
received your information, everything is much clearer.
Reader from Auckland, New Zealand

Answering atheists

I remember being asked, Why does God let such horrible things happen in
the world? I recall being quite stumped and that I couldn’t answer the question.
At the time I felt rather vulnerable because the person asking me the question
was an atheist, and an opinionated one at that. It has been years since this
happened, but this question had plagued me since that moment. I would like to
thank you for the free booklet Why Does God Allow Suffering? If I hadn’t come
“Violent Weather: Where Was God?”
across this booklet, I might never have known.
Your July-August issue of The Good News deals with matters that have been
Reader from Western Australia
on my mind for some years—the end time. I see the signs that we are entering
There is no God. There never was one. There never will be one. You and your
the last days and the church is not aware of it, and certainly is not prepared.
like are the ones that burden humanity in its advance. You drag us into the mire
I have found a great amount of material in this issue concerning events that
of ignorance. You nullify all forward thought. You have kept not just your corner
are occurring today—which many professing believers are ignoring, including
of the world in abject ignorance, but your brethren have done the same whermany pastors. There is an apathy among church members that is widespread
ever your dim thoughts have been propagated. As human beings, I wish you
and distressing. That in itself is exactly what Jesus meant when He said, as
well. As a philosophy, I wish you would vanish.
recorded in Matthew 24:36-39, that there would be indifference to God’s Word.
T.P., Internet
The signs indicate that the return of the Lord is nearing. I am a retired pasAn
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I commend the author for his amazing article, which is rich with truth that
is no God without really examining the evidence. He should read our free booklet
God’s people need to realize today. There are only two or three points he made
Life’s Ultimate Question: Does God Exist? to see what science is really telling us.
with which I disagree, but they are not important to my communication now.
R. T., Valley, Alabama Appreciation for learning the truth
I learn a lot from The Good News. I am a lay preacher in the Anglican Church.
The Good News
But
I find your views and explanations interesting. You expound so well on current
I really enjoy reading The Good News. It sheds a light on areas of the world
issues.
I would very much like to continue receiving the literature.
that are kept in the dark by other news media. It also explains the behavior of
Mrs. C.P., Liskeard, England
Middle Eastern societies and the reasons for that behavior from a biblical per-

Here are a few words to say thank you for giving me the truth and opening
spective. America has lost its way in so many respects. It seems the only way
my eyes to the true gospel of God. I always knew something was badly wrong
we can find the right way is to follow God’s way, which your magazine clearly
with even the so-called Bible-believing churches.
points out. I hope your publication continues for a long time.
G.M., Londonderry, Northern Ireland
W.L., New Iberia, Louisiana
Thank you so much for the booklets you sent me. As a new member of the
Beyond Today TV program
As a subscriber to The Good News and a recipient of several booklets, I write Christian church, there is so much for me to learn. I find the Bible to be an
exciting book, but difficult to follow in some parts.
to tell you how thoroughly I enjoy your literature. I also love the TV program,
L.R., Manchester, England
Beyond Today. I’ve come to see how important it is to learn to understand this
We suggest you request and read our free booklet How to Understand the Bible.
business about the Middle East and how Bible prophecy leaves no room for
doubt as to the future of mankind. Also I’ve known about the [seventh-day]
Sabbath for about six or seven years from a dear old gentleman. I didn’t pay
Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters
much heed to the Sabbath until recently and all because of the literature and
to The Good News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.,
TV program from the United Church of God.
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,
Reader from British Columbia, Canada state or province, and country).
Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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America: On the Hinge of History
by Beyond Today host Darris McNeely

The events of Sept. 11, 2001, shook the entire world. The world had
changed, though exactly how wouldn’t be known for some time. Now,
10 years later, it’s evident we may be on a hinge of history.

W

World leaders pledged their support to track
down and find the leaders of the attack. Russia’s President, Vladimir Putin, was among
the first to call President George Bush.
Americans from across the nation rallied
to New York with support ranging from condolences and prayers to technical support to
comb the wreckage of the Trade Center looking for any survivors. New York has not often
been a target of sympathy—but on that day
its citizens were embraced by all Americans.
On the steps of the Capitol Building in
Washington, senators and congressmen
stood together that night and sang “God
Bless America.” On that day partisan politics World Trade Center towers, Spring 2001.
took a back seat to the anguish of the nation.
ways. But it was only a passing reference—
Listening for words that didn’t come
nothing more.
A few days after the attack a prayer serHere was a moment in history—an opporvice was held in the National Cathedral in
tunity for a people to fall on their knees
Washington, D.C. The nation’s leadership,
before the God of heaven and seek His
both political and military, prayed and sang divine guidance and deliverance. But it did
An event that defined the last decade
in remembrance. You could see on the faces not happen. Oh, there was a brief resurgence
The 9/11 attacks have defined more than a of the soldiers the plans for the attacks that
of religious observance. Church attendance
decade of American experience. Every year would come on the enemy. Prayers were
went up in the weeks following 9/11. But it
on its anniversary, memorials are conducted, offered by every major denomination—
just as quickly went back to the same histhe dead are remembered and the country
including Islam.
torically low levels as before the event—and
takes note of what that event has meant.
I watched the service on television. I lishas continued about the same to this day.
I well remember the day. Like millions
tened carefully. I was looking for something
We did not learn the lesson God wants us
of others I watched the television screen in
very important, what I knew would be the
to learn from this event. The singular lesson
disbelief. The collapse of the twin towers of real key to the whole national drama we
is repentance.
the World Trade Center. The gaping hole left were experiencing.
A lesson from 2,000 years ago
in the walls of the Pentagon in Washington.
I listened to hear a call to repentance—a
And the remains of United Flight 93 in the
clear call for the nation to admit its shortIn the New Testament, Jesus Christ menPennsylvania field where it crashed—a mov- comings, its moral, ethical and spiritual sins. tioned two major tragedies of His day that
ing testimony to the brave passengers who
I listened for a defining call to turn, to use
shocked everyone.
prevented the terrorists from killing more
this national calamity as a wakeup call and
Notice the lesson He drew from these:
innocent people.
to cry out to God for forgiveness.
“There were present at that season some who
It was a surreal day that defied belief even
I listened, but it did not come. There
told Him about the Galileans whose blood
as the world watched it unfold.
were words of comfort, but no clear call for Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices [that
In the aftermath, most of the world came repentance. Only one religious leader used
is, the Roman governor Pontius Pilate ordered
together for one brief shining moment.
the word and called for a changing of our
them massacred when they came to offer sac26
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here were you on Sept. 11,
2001, when America was
attacked by al-Qaeda terrorists? What ran through
your mind as you watched the
unfolding tragedy?
That Tuesday morning in September, the
United States suffered the worst loss of life
on its soil since the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor. What have Americans learned since
that day? What is the state of the country
and the world? Do we understand the most
important lessons from this event?
Every generation has its defining
moments. For the World War II generation,
it was the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.
For another it was the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963. In our present time it was the 9/11 attacks on New York
and Washington that plunged the nation into
a global war on terror.

www.BeyondToday.tv
where we look in the world. Some are starting to openly talk about the end of an age—a
time of transition in world events. There is
talk of a new order that will bring something
completely different than what we have
always known. It is a time of uncertainty.
Living at a “hinge of history”
The truth is, we are watching a momentous
period in history develop before our eyes. We
are living at what historians sometimes call a
“hinge of history,” when events happen that
can change the course of the world.
Today we are seeing among nations a time
of massive change impacting our everyday
life. We see it happening, yet we don’t
understand why it’s happening.
Let’s look at what we’ve seen since 9/11.
America since 9/11 has been mired in
four wars with no conclusive results. In Iraq,
Afghanistan, Yemen (which was secret until
recently) and now Libya, American incursions have cost billions while sapping much
World Trade Center towers, Sept. 11, 2001.
of the strength and vitality of the nation in
areas where its results are questionable. Its
rifices, likely to put down some resistance].
military has been stretched abroad to near
“And Jesus answered and said to them,
the breaking point. It is on the verge of with‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were
drawal from Iraq, and will do so in the comworse sinners than all other Galileans,
ing months in a manner that does not ensure
because they suffered such things? I tell
that any gains of the last 10 years will hold.
you, no; but unless you repent you will all
Since 9/11 the West, and America in parlikewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do ticular, has suffered the worst recession in
you think that they were worse sinners than more than 60 years. It was centered on Wall
all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell Street and involved the near collapse of the
mortgage market. On a September weekyou, no; but unless you repent you will all
end in 2008, the entire American financial
likewise perish’” (Luke 13:1-5).
Those workers at the World Trade Center system came close to gridlock and collapse.
and the Pentagon were in the right place, but World markets rallied to keep the system
propped up.
at the wrong time. Time and chance in an
Along with this has come a prolonged
evil world caught them in a final moment.
decline in the value of the U.S. dollar
The firefighters and police workers were
against other world currencies, accompanied
brave men and women responding to an
emergency and trying to save lives. They too recently by an unprecedented downgrade of
the nation’s credit rating. There are increaswere caught in a snare set by evil men bent
ing demands for the world to abandon the
on killing as many Americans as possible.
dollar as the reserve, or primary, currency in
Christ’s words are directed to everyone:
“Unless you repent you will all likewise per- world financial markets. For many reasons
this has not yet happened. But when, not
ish.” His words are more important today
if, it happens, Americans will face a great
than ever before.
reduction in their standard of living.
We face a time of mounting crisis every-
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America’s debt is bringing the nation to
the brink of serfdom. It could become an
economic captive of its creditors. Debt is
strangling the future vitality and security of
several nations. Nations are like individuals
in certain respects of becoming financially
overextended. They go broke slowly over a
long period of time by living beyond their
income. Then suddenly it’s all over, and
bankruptcy occurs. America is at that point.
Presently, the world’s nations are demanding corrective action on a scale that’s beyond
the capacities of national leaders.
What is the true source of blessings?
Now let me tell you something. The Good
News is rooted in the Bible as its source of
authority and guidance. We don’t make economic or political predictions. But this we
state with confidence: America and the major
English-speaking nations will not collapse
or lose all their power until God allows it to
happen. That our nations have endured all that
they have in recent years and still dominate in
the way they do is by the grace of God.
It is not by national power or might or
wisdom or exceptional abilities. God is the
power behind these peoples. He has blessed
these countries beyond any other people,
nation or tribe in world history. They enjoy
the good life they do because the God of
heaven honored His promise to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob—the biblical patriarchs
and their descendants. It is one of the most
important and fascinating stories in history,
one you need to know more about.
America, Great Britain, Canada, Australia
and New Zealand are great because of God’s
blessing. They have walked the high places
of the world during the past two centuries
because God placed them in that position.
God made them great. He gave them their
vast wealth, power and prestige. It is ironic
that our forefathers acknowledged this while
today’s leaders have forgotten. But God is
patient and merciful.
America will not fade from its world position until God allows it to happen. But could
it be that He is offering one more opportunity to repent—to admit we have forgotten
our roots and amend our ways before it is
too late?
At a turning point?
Are America and the world at a turning
point in history? Are we watching a pivotal
moment when biblical prophecy and world
events coincide?
The Bible shows us that such times occur.
God determines the times and the boundaries
28
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of nations, their appointed times of power
and prominence. He ultimately decides what
kings, presidents and rulers are in authority,
and He alone sets the course of history (Daniel 2:21; 4:17; Psalm 75:6-7; Isaiah 46:9-11;
Acts 17:26).
When God begins to move His plan to the
next phase, He lets His servants understand
what is happening (see Amos 3:7).
In Habbakuk 1:5 we read: “Look
among the nations and watch—Be utterly
astounded! For I will work a work in your
days which you would not believe, though
it were told you.”
God tells us to watch among the nations—
to understand what and why the wars and
shifting of powers and influence among
nations. Are we seeing such a time as this
now, in our day?
Look at our world today.
Across the Middle East, from Tunisia to
Iraq, a wave of change has rolled. Longstanding governments have been toppled.
Others may yet fall. Egypt saw the removal
of President Hosni Mubarak after nearly 30
years in power. Yemen, Bahrain, Jordan and
Syria have experienced riots against leadership. The unrest and instability across the
region could redraw the geopolitical map.
Such change has not been seen since the
end of World War I when statesmen gathered
at the Palace of Versailles and created the
countries of the modern Middle East.
Add to this mix the threat of a nuclear Iran
and the potential to destabilize the flow of
oil from that region to the world. The festering, unsolvable Palestinian refugee crisis is
another unstable mix of people and events.
Bible prophecy centers on key events in
the Middle East that bring the nations to a
crisis in the days prior to the coming of Jesus
Christ. We are seeing massive shifts impact
the region, setting the stage for the next
phase of prophecy.
China is a growing power and influence
in the world. Various predictions are made
about China overtaking America as the
world’s foremost economic power. Such
predictions miss a larger truth: The United
States will lose its position unless fundamental spiritual changes are made. One point is
certain: China and other nations hold large
amounts of American debt. They will require
a reckoning at some point. It is inevitable.
And then there is Europe. We have written many times about the changing role of
Europe in world affairs. Bible prophecy has a
great deal to tell us about the rise of a European-dominated power at the time of the end.
Europe is going through a financial crisis

like America. Yet the Bible foretells that they
will survive this period. They may reinvent
themselves and suddenly become the “indispensable” power that keeps the world from
descending into another “dark age.” Political
and religious leadership will appear on the
stage that will bring some kind of order to a
time of disruption.
There are repeated calls for a United
States of Europe to solve the monetary problems of nations like Italy, Greece, Portugal,
Spain and Ireland. For Europe to exist as a
unified state, one national power would have
to rise and dominate the continent as a financial and political leader. This will happen.
Europe will not dissolve and crumble—
even if there is some fragmentation or even
partial collapse in the short term. Rather,
Europe will eventually become a larger
world power than we see today. We have
been saying this for years.
Do not rely totally on what you hear about
the future of Europe in most current media
analysis. Commentators do not apply biblical understanding to world news reporting.
All they have is a secular, often anti-biblical,
view of history that does not account for the
spiritual dimension.
The Good News provides that missing
dimension. We strive to keep our analysis rooted in sound biblical teaching and
understanding.
America is caught in the midst of these
changes in the worst possible condition. The
nation faces an economic crisis of historic
proportions. It is a debtor to other nations
who, frankly, hold its future in their hands.
What lies ahead for America and other
English-speaking nations?
Different voices are speaking to America
today. Some are very anxious, worried for
the future of the country. Others see the best
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Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,
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days of America in the future. Which view
is correct?
Now, 10 years after 9/11, which voice
should the United States, and all the Englishspeaking peoples, heed?
Through the prophet Jeremiah, God gave
a warning message to the people of ancient
Judah that resonates down to our day. Jeremiah’s message speaks to us today. He
described unrepentant human nature. He
described people and conditions that are the
same as ours today.
Notice what he said and judge whether it
fits today: “For My people are foolish, they
have not known Me. They are silly children,
and they have no understanding. They are
wise to do evil, but to do good they have no
knowledge” (Jeremiah 4:22).
Does this not describe popular culture and
political leadership today?
The prophet was further inspired to write:
“But this people has a defiant and rebellious
heart; they have revolted and departed. They
do not say in their heart, ‘Let us now fear the
Lord our God, who gives rain . . . in its season. He reserves for us the appointed weeks
of the harvest.’ Your iniquities have turned
these things away, and your sins have withheld good from you” (Jeremiah 5:23-25).
Why aren’t the answers to our big problems easily found? Jeremiah’s answer is that
it is because of sin. Because a people, the
Americans and others of British descent, do
not obey and put first the law of God and the
knowledge of His way.
Jeremiah delivered his message at a time
of great upheaval in the world of his day. It
was a message intended for a people who
had been blessed as a nation by God. God
honored His promise to the descendants of
Abraham, the tribes of Israel, and made a
great nation of them. But they did not obey
as their father Abraham had obeyed. They
abandoned God and the true faith for a false
set of gods and idols. It led to their ruin. The
end result was national decline and captivity.
America and the other English-speaking
nations have been blessed in our modern
day by the same God for the same reason.
God gave to our peoples in modern times
the greatest blessing ever given to any group
of people. The story of the last 250 years
has been that of Great Britain, the United
States and their brother nations. There is no
other way to legitimately explain the great
national wealth and power of these nations.
But like ancient Israel, these nations have
abandoned the true God and His laws and
are now approaching the twilight of their
day. Unless they come to a deep change
Visit us at www.BeyondToday.tv

of heart, their fate will be that of others—
decline and defeat.
It’s not too late for a course correction
But Jeremiah was an optimist—and so was
Jesus Christ. Remember the scripture we read
where Christ warned people that unless they
repented they would perish as others did? He
is saying that it’s not too late for people, even
nations, to change, receive forgiveness and be
set back on the track to true righteousness.
Does God care for America? You bet He
does.
Does He care for all nations? Absolutely!
The God of heaven sees and knows what
is happening to this nation today, and it
affects Him deeply. God does not wish that
any should perish or suffer. But our sins
have created our national problems and cut
us off from Him (Isaiah 59:2-14), and only
a deep heartfelt repentance can turn around
the present distress.
Notice God’s answer to the prayer of
Solomon about the nation of Israel: “When
I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send
pestilence among My people, if My people
who are called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin and
heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:13-14).
It is the same for every nation. As God
says in Jeremiah 18:7-8, “The instant I
speak concerning a nation and concerning a
kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to
destroy it, if that nation against whom I have
spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the
disaster that I thought to bring upon it.”
It is not too late to turn around this great
nation and its people. The same is true
for Britain and other English-speaking
countries—and, in fact, for all nations. What
would it take for you to hear God’s call
to change, repent and seek Him as never
before? To admit you have not known Him,
loved Him, obeyed Him? Oh, it would be
a big change in your life, no doubt. But the
result would be a new and transformed life,
different beyond your imagination.
To experience God at this level would be a
memorable and wondrous experience. Why
not pray for God to grant this repentance to
you? Why not pray for this to come upon the
nation at this hinge point in history—before
it is too late?
We are living in a period of change and
transition. God is doing something hard
to believe. We—and you—need a spiritual
renewal before it is too late! GN
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Continued from page 17

you. Instead, whoever wants to become
great among you must be your servant,
and whoever wants to be first must be your
slave—just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:25-28,
New International Version).
Most people in the world live in difficult or even depressing circumstances,
under governments that are dictatorial and
exploitative. But the good news is that these
worldly systems of government and dictatorial styles of leadership will come to an
end when Jesus Christ returns to the earth
to establish the Kingdom of God over all
nations. He will then rule the world with
righteousness.
As Isaiah’s famous prophecy foretells:
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with
justice and righteousness from that time on
and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty
will accomplish this” (Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV).
Another of Isaiah’s prophecies reads: “He
will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will
not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or
decide by what he hears with his ears; but
with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the
poor of the earth” (Isaiah 11:3-4).
With the Kingdom of God, government
will finally truly be for the people. With
Jesus Christ as the chief public servant,
Christlike service will prevail right on down
through every level of administration. Righteousness will govern the land—all lands, all
nations around the world! GN
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The Bible and more recent history offer lessons of courageous and wise
leadership from two courageous men three millennia apart in time.
by Amanda Stiver

magine a man who defended
his nation against all comers,
failing sometimes but winning often. A man who knew
he would be king from a
young age but loyally served
a hostile leader until he could claim the
throne.
Now imagine another man who some
30 centuries later faced massive reversals of fortune until national leadership
was offered to him. A man who faced
down one of the worst villains in history. A man who exerted great personal
courage and who valiantly led and
developed the talents of those around
him in the quest to win a life-or-death
battle to save his nation.
We know these two great men as
King David of ancient Israel and Sir
Winston Churchill, prime minister of
Great Britain during World War II. But
let me reintroduce them to you as we
draw some powerful lessons from their
famous lives. We’ll consider the latter
first.
A leader of men
Winston Churchill commanded the
30
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British military machine that nearly
single-handedly held back the tsunami
of Nazi power that during the earlier
years of the Second World War threatened to swamp Britain and her allies.
We hear him quoted often, but what do
we really know about him?
Churchill was born into British high
society in the late 1800s. His mother
was Jennie Jerome, a wealthy American, and his father was Lord Randolph
Churchill of the House of Marlborough.
Young Winston grew up in the outwardly beautiful—and often inwardly
warped—Victorian upper-crust society
where children barely saw their parents,
being raised by governesses in grand
homes with extensive grounds.
A precocious child, Churchill was
once trapped by playmates on a bridge
during a game of chase. Rather than
give up, he chose to jump off the bridge,
a dangerous decision that nearly cost
him his life. Later, as a young man, he
summoned that bravery and risked his
life to escape from a prisoner-of-war
camp in South Africa during the Second
Boer War (1899-1902). Once safe, he
went right back into the war zone.

Finally, as prime minister during
World War II, he courageously faced
down Adolf Hitler and the Nazi war
machine. His masterfully written and
powerfully delivered speeches are
famous for the way they galvanized the
whole of Britain and later her allies into
a fighting force that withstood all the
violence Nazi Germany threw at them.
A leader under God
King David was a mighty ruler of the
ancient Israelites, and we remember
him as the slayer of the Philistine giant
Goliath. But what else do we know
about him?
David was the eighth-born son of
Jesse, a prosperous landowner from
Bethlehem in the tribal region of
Judah—Judah being one of the 12 tribes
of the nation of Israel. David came of
age shortly after Israel had rejected
the Eternal God as its supreme king.
The people demanded a human king
(1 Samuel 8), and so God gave them
Saul, who turned out to be a deeply
flawed man under whom David endured
much hardship.
In his youth, David, who had shep-
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herded his father’s flocks, was anointed
by the prophet Samuel to replace Saul
as king in the future. From that age he
was uniquely blessed with God’s Spirit
(1 Samuel 16:13). David demonstrated
great courage even during what appear
to be his teen years. His basic trust
in God’s help along with his physical
strength and cunning against marauding
lions and bears while a young shepherd
(1 Samuel 17:45-46), as well as in vanquishing Goliath, served him well in
later life as he led the armies of Israel
and eluded enemies, both foreign and
domestic.

conducting priestly sacrifices, performing music, teaching the people God’s
laws and keeping the sanctuary in good
repair.
There were a great many Levites,
and to have them all serve at once in a
disorganized mass would have been a
waste of resources, causing confusion
and frustration for everyone. King David
organized the priesthood into divisions, sometimes called courses, which
rotated into their appointed service times
throughout each year. In fact, the priestly
Levites, descendants of Aaron the first
high priest, served in these same courses
at the time of Jesus Christ, nearly 1,000
Victory through courage of conviction
years later.
As king, David presided over the
Churchill likewise brought increased
beginning of the Golden Age of Israelite order to his nation. He relied on the brilhistory. God gave Israel many military
liance of others to find solutions to the
victories at this time, greatly expanding military challenges Britain faced during
the nation’s physical borders.
World War II. As prime minister he surToday the true followers of Christ are rounded himself with people of skill and
spiritually not part of this world or its
expertise. He listened to their ideas and
political-military establishment. As Jesus encouraged them to innovate. That innosaid: “My Kingdom is not of this world. vation produced many devices and orgaIf My Kingdom were of this world, My nized efforts that helped fight the war,
servants would fight so that I should not among them the minesweeper machines
be delivered to the Jews; but now My
of the invasion of Normandy and the
Kingdom is not from here” (John 18:36). covert code breakers at Bletchley Park.
Nevertheless, we can learn valuable lesWalking points of valor
sons of character and leadership from
What can we take away from all of
great political and military figures.
this? Courage of conviction in the face
King David and Winston Churchill
were undeniably brave, and both led by of negative cultural pressure is vital in
our or any age. In fact, Sir Winston put
example. So courage in standing up for
what is just served them and their people it this way: “Courage is rightly esteemed
the first of human qualities . . . because
well. Striving to stand for what is right
is a lesson not just for physical soldiers, it is the quality which guarantees all
others.”
but for those who have dedicated their
Organization and motivational encourlives to God and to the example of Jesus
Christ. Standing up for God’s truth takes agement are sterling qualities to incorpoa great deal of courage, especially when rate into our lives. Keeping things neat
and organized in everything from sports
the world around us fails to value or
equipment and homework assignments
respect God or His way of life.
to setting up for church activities benWell-organized coordination
efits everyone. We are less stressed when
Of course, bravery by itself is not
things are easy to locate and events folenough. In military matters, courage
low a schedule. Organizing people is the
without good planning is often futile.
greater challenge of course.
King David had 37 mighty men of valor
Respect for authority is essential to
who served him loyally. Their names
harmonious effort and progress, so leadand exploits are listed in the 2 Samuel
ers should strive to be worthy of respect.
23. He organized their ranks to function When you have an opportunity to lead,
for the benefit of all.
always remember what it feels like to be
But David didn’t limit his organizaunder authority and use your leadership
tion to the army. He also structured the
kindly. Listen for the ideas of others,
ranks of the tribe of Levi. These were
and don’t be afraid to give them credit.
men who were chosen of God to serve
A leader who serves his followers is the
in the tabernacle and later the temple,
greatest of all! GN
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Will the World Ever See a Time of
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oday’s headlines are filled with bad news
—war, famine, natural disasters, government scandals and the like. With all
this bad news, what kind of future can we look
forward to?
Almost 2,000 years ago, a
prophet came bringing a vital
message for this world. That
prophet was Jesus Christ, and His
message was “the gospel of the
kingdom of God” (Mark 1:14).
The word gospel means good news. But what
was the good news Jesus brought? What is the
Kingdom of which He spoke? And does it have
anything to do with the problems that threaten
Reader Updates

the entire human race today?
Most people don’t understand the truth about
the Kingdom of God. Yet it is the central theme
of the Bible—and truly the best news the world
could ever hear!
In our free booklet The Gospel of the Kingdom,
you can discover the truth of the surprising message Jesus Christ brought. This booklet shows
you, from the pages of your Bible, exactly what
that message is—and what it means for you. For
your free copy, visit our website or contact any
of our offices listed on page 2.
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