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Biblical Marriage & Prayer

Has marriage got a prayer? Not a rhetorical question 
in 2012!
Today Bible-defined marriage—and therefore 
family—suffers a greater attack than at any time in 
at least America’s history. As I write this, traditional 
marriage has just been catapulted into a gigantic cam-
paign issue in this year’s U.S. presidential election.
Bible prophecy has always foretold divine punishment 
for America or any nation persisting in sexual immo-
rality, especially at an institutional level. 
While gay marriage is considered by many 
to be a political issue, it is much broader—
being in fact a moral and spiritual issue. 
Sadly, its rise was only to be expected given 
society’s plummet into godless thinking.

Ultimately, everything in human life comes 
down to two great questions: Does God 
exist? And do you believe in God and believe 
God?

The scientific and spiritual evidence that 
God exists is abundant for those with the 
mind’s eye to see it, and we feature that 
knowledge regularly in Vertical Thought. But 
many people seem concerned that if they 
did prove that God exists, then they would 
have to change their way of living or face 
the guilt for not doing so. We human beings hate to 
feel guilty.

Yet Jesus Christ clearly stated: “Have you not read that 
He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male 
and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are 

no longer two but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let not 
man separate” (Matthew 19:4-6).

So marriage is one man and one 
woman wonderfully bound together 

before God and community as a new family unit to 
which children may be born. God gave the divine gift 
of sexual love to that man and woman who are mar-
ried to each other—not to be shared with anyone else 
or it violates God’s creation and law.

Divine law defines family as the building block of soci-
ety. When obeyed, it ensures that the marital bond 
of love translates into a deep and beautiful parental 
love for the children born to the marriage. Children 

blessed with that love, plus a strong relationship with 
God the Father and Jesus Christ, tend to grow up and 
replicate it all in their own marriages and families.

To help you maintain a clear, spiritual focus, we invite 
you to savor the twin lessons of prayer and prepara-
tion for your future marriage in the pages of this issue 
of Vertical Thought. May you find peace and blessings!

Vertical Thought is a biblically based magazine of understand-
ing for young people aged 12-22. Our name is derived from 
Colossians 3:1-2, which tells us to think about godly things 
“which are above, where Christ is.” Vertical Thought is pub-
lished quarterly by the United Church of God, an International 
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2012 United Church of God, an International Association. 
Printed in U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any form 
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Vantage Point Randy Stiver, Managing Editor

n the words of Sir Winston Churchill: “Where does 
the family start? It starts with a young man falling 
in love with a girl—no superior alternative has yet 

been found.”
I



Ver t ical  Thought J u l y – S e p t e m b e r  2 0 12      3

Ed Dowd, Ken Graham, Steve Myers, Steve Nutzman, 
John Ross Schroeder, Rex Sexton, Gary Smith. To 
request a free subscription to Vertical Thought, visit our 

website at www.VerticalThought.org and locate the 
office nearest you. 
Vertical Thought is sent free to all who request 

it. Your subscription is provided by the voluntary 
contributions of members of the United Church of God, 
an International Association, and others. Donations are 
gratefully accepted and are tax-deductible in the United 

States and Canada. Scriptural references are from the 
New King James Version (©1988 Thomas Nelson, Inc., 
publishers) unless otherwise noted.
Unsolicited materials: Due to staffing limitations, 
unsolicited materials sent to Vertical Thought will 
not be critiqued or returned. By their submission, 
authors agree that submitted materials become 
the property of the United Church of God, an 
International Association, to use as it sees fit. This 
agreement is controlled by California law.
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She tearfully explained that she and her father were never 
close, that he was distant at best. From time to time he 
made his presence known by raising his voice or asking for 
something around the house pertaining to his needs. But as 
this young women related, “He may have spoken only five 
sentences to me personally in my years of growing up.”

Family relationship statistics are alarming today as more 
and more people talk about how the absence of their fathers 
in their lives has left a gaping hole they now seek to fill. 
Other relationships are impacted, including the most impor-
tant one—that with God. The young mother explained her 
primary reason for counseling in these words: “How do I 
pray to my Father in heaven? I’ve never really talked to my 
physical father growing up. I can’t connect.”

If you’ve suffered from such a communication barrier, 

that relational challenge is a very difficult 
chasm to cross. Being disconnected from your 
human father—for whatever reasons—makes 
it harder to connect with God your Father 
in prayer. Yet Jesus taught His disciples, “In 
this manner, therefore, pray, ‘Our Father in 
heaven . . .’” (Matthew 6:9). And God says that 

He is “a father of the fatherless” (Psalm 68:5). So if you’ve 
had a strained relationship or nonexistent one with your 
physical father, here are some thoughts to help you truly 
connect with your spiritual Father.

Talk to God the Father as to your friend
We all have friends. We know what it’s like to sit and just 
talk, sharing our deepest thoughts, ideas and desires. One 
of the great gifts God has given human beings is the ability 
to communicate. 

Go to Him in prayer and begin: “God, it’s hard to talk to 
you as to a father since I’ve never really talked to my physi-
cal father before, but I want to be your friend. I know many 
times in your Word you mention being our Friend. You said 
that Abraham was your friend (Isaiah 41:8). So could we 
please just talk?” P

ho
to

s.
co

m

That question burned deeply in the young 
woman’s heart. And she didn’t feel her  

prayers to a Father in heaven would connect.  
What can a person in this predicament do?

by Scott Hoefker

he young mother sat in my office, tears slowly sliding 
down her face, her eyes swollen with years of frustra-
tion. I asked her, “What is one question you would like 

to ask your father?” Her sad reply spoke volumes: “Hey, Dad, 
remember me?”

T
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Start gradually. Good friends build relationships through 
communication.

Keep in mind that your Father in heaven knows and 
plans for your needs
The fact that the Almighty and Eternal God is aware of and 
will take care of your personal needs (Matthew 6:28-33) is 
pretty cool! Make a list and go over those things you need 
with your spiritual Father. Discuss your plans with Him—
and what you need to fulfill those plans. 

Good fathers love to plan for the future with their children. 
And remember this encouraging directive: “Humble your-
selves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you 
in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for 
you” (1 Peter 5:6-7). God the Father loves you and wants you 
to succeed in life now and beyond.

Realize that your spiritual Father deeply wants  
to communicate with you
Never mind that you may have not been able to talk meaning-
fully with your physical father when it comes to approaching 
God. Your Heavenly Father wants to hear from you—and to 
talk with you. Pray often to Him—He’s always there, avail-
able to listen. And listen for Him—not an audible voice but 
communication that is spiritually perceived.

Open your Bible and begin to read, for God communicates 
with us through His written Word. And He helps us to under-
stand through His Spirit. Through His Word and Spirit, God 
speaks to a person’s heart and mind with a sense of moral 
righteousness and fairness. He’ll instill certain ideas and 
thoughts in your mind. And when He’s done, you’ll usually 
know what to do.

Since God your Father has unlimited ways 
to lead you to answers, He may use other 
forms of communication. For example, He 
may lead you to wise, godly people for an 
answer. Or He may arrange circumstances 
so that His answer becomes obvious.

God wants you to talk to Him and to trust 
Him. He will love you and teach you—and 
He’ll never leave you (Hebrews 13:5). Yes, 
if you’ve had an uncaring or absentee father, it may be hard 
for you to understand how someone who calls Himself “your 
Father” really desires to talk with you, but He does!

Read God’s Word to learn more about the Father you 
have not really known but always wanted to know!
Many young adults desire to find out more about their 
parents, particularly their father. What was his family back-
ground? What was he like as a boy? Where did he live, and 
what did he do? You can do most of this with your Father in 
heaven—it’s in His Book!

The Bible is God’s instruction manual for all of us. Reading 
it may be difficult at first, but after a while it gets easier and 
soon becomes enjoyable as you learn more about God as your 
Father. Jesus Christ spoke often of His relationship with His 
Father, and He shared many personal aspects of that relation-
ship. This is a good way to find out more about His Father, 
who is your Father also!

Consider how God has been involved in your life
Reflect about God’s past intervention in the circumstances 
of your life. Some of His actions may have been corrective to 
help you stop committing a particular sin. Other times His 
actions were rewards for your obedience that pleased Him. 

Think of the times He brought you out of difficult and hope-
less situations. Think about when the most unexpected things 
happened in your life. Some pass these events off as blind luck 
or fate, but many see God’s handwriting all over them. Think 
of those times when your Heavenly Father was there for you. 
God our Father is very much more involved in our lives than 
we realize.

Look to the Son of our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ
The Father shares the same love and care for each person that 
Jesus showed for others during His human life on this earth. 
Who is God the Father? He is the One who is eagerly waiting 
to throw His arms around you, to comfort you, to embrace 
you and let you cry on His shoulder. He wants to tell you that 
you’re His son or daughter and that He’ll never leave you! And 
to say, “Don’t worry—in the end it’s going to be just fine!”

When Jesus opened the eyes of blind, He declared that God 
the Father is like Himself. Each time He fed the hungry or 
raised the dead He was telling the world that His Father is 
just like that too. 

Jesus revealed who really did and does all those good things: 
“The Father who dwells in Me does the works” (John 14:10). 
When Jesus forgave those who killed Him He showed us that 
His Father also forgives because the Father is truly a God of 
love. As Jesus declared, “He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father” (verse 9).

Remember that God desires a relationship with you as 
His child
God our Father desires a family. He loves children. Although 
we may not have had a strong and healthy relationship with 
our father before, realize that now is a great time to begin one 
with God our Father. “Behold what manner of love the Father 
has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of 
God!” (1 John 3:1). The wonderful truth is that we are never 
too old to start that relationship.

“Hey, Dad, remember me?” Yes, our Father in heaven does 
remember you. “The very hairs of your head are all numbered” 
(Matthew 10:30). And God looks forward to getting to know you 
even better and building a relationship that will last for eternity! 
Reach out to Him now because He is reaching out to you.

Scott Hoefker and his wife Gayle live in Charlotte, North Carolina, where 
he pastors United Church of God congregations in North and South 
Carolina.P
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Although we may have not had a strong  
and healthy relationship with our father  
before, realize that now is a great time to  
begin one with God our Father.
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A list of what you’re looking for
“How will you know if she’s the right one for you if you 
don’t know what you’re looking for?” Mom asked. “You 
need to make a list.” So she and I sat down with a notebook 
and pen, and I started to develop my “Perfect Girl.”

Like most guys I’m not much of a list maker, 
but this was fun. It could include anything I 
imagined—from her physical perfection, hair, 
eye color and laugh to her intelligence, interests 
and character. Mom and I sat and went over the 
whole thing, and she asked me questions about 
her. My fertile, teenage-boy mind formed a 
pretty concrete picture—she was amazing!

Turning things around
Mom raised her eyebrows: “That’s quite a girl. 
Let me ask you another question. If this girl is 
out there, then what sort of a man do you think 

she’s looking for? What does her list look like?”

That list wasn’t as easy to make. I reevaluated my “perfect 
girl” list. It didn’t matter so much if she had movie star 
good looks as long as she was beautiful to me. And maybe 

by David Jones

What kind of person do you want to marry someday? 
And what kind of person would that person want to marry?

on, what does your perfect girl look like?”

My mother posed this question to me one night when 
I was a teenager. It caught me completely off guard. 

It’s not the normal question for a mother to ask her son to 
kick off a conversation. But my mother wasn’t normal and 
didn’t take “Uh, I don’t know” for an answer.

This discussion led to a valuable exercise in seeking the 
special person you desire to share your life with.
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her hair color wasn’t as important as her heart. We talked 
about each point on both lists. My mother handed back the 
second list and said, “Okay, son, now become that man.”

Make your lists and find focus
Do you want to get married someday? What traits and quali-
ties are important to you? Make a list of what you hope for in 
your perfect mate and then make that other list about what he 
or she will be seeking—about what you need to be.

Without the strong male role model of my father in my life, 
I had little to gauge myself by. But I couldn’t just drift and 

hope to become this awesome man by chance. I needed a well-
thought-out picture in my mind of whom I wanted to become. 
The list gave me focus.

You can make yourself into the person on your second list 
with effort and God’s help. But it won’t happen overnight. In 
the meantime, though, it will help get your mind off of finding 
your perfect mate because you’ll be busy striving to become 
perfect marriage material yourself.

Become the list
One item on my list was a trait I saw first in my mother. She 
was so loving and cared for people—it just flowed out of her. 
She visited people she didn’t even know in nursing homes and 
hospitals just to cheer them up, never seeming at all deterred 
by their physical problems or disfigurements. She just walked 
in, and the love poured out. It was just a part of who she was.  
I decided that my “perfect girl” would have to be like that too.

The problem was, I wasn’t that way. I knew that was on “her 
list,” so it needed to be on the list of what I needed to be. Your 
“perfect you” list will contain things you aren’t—right now. 
Stretch out of your comfort zone and, as an expression goes, 
“fake it till you make it” (not in the sense of false pretending, 
but in the sense of trying hard to be what you’re currently not 
until you are).

I would ask myself, “What would Mom do?” and then try to act 
like I was just like her. If I felt shy around a new group, I would 
go up and ask individuals about themselves. Eventually it got 
easier and then just became natural.

I haven’t made it to perfect yet, but I found my girl—with 
the same kind of heart as my mother and more. Over time I 
learned that some traits weren’t as important as others, and 
my list changed. Yours will too. Take the time to make your 
list for your perfect girl or guy. Then list what you’ll need to be 
to win this person’s heart—and become that man or woman.

David Jones is a ministerial trainee living in the Cincinnati, Ohio, 
area with his wife Joy and their daughters Sarah and Grace.

Take the time to make your list for 
your perfect girl or guy. Then list 
what you’ll need to be to win this 
person’s heart—then become 
that man or woman.

Do you measure up as a  
potential mate?

How can you shape your life 
now for a positive marriage 
and future family?

Request or download our free 
booklet Marriage and Family: 
The Missing Dimension.

UCG.org/booklet/
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Religious or not, 86 percent of unmarried young adults 
(ages 18-29) in the United States have had sex, 78 percent 
have had sex in the last year, and 55 percent are in a cur-
rent sexual relationship. Almost 7 percent of teen girls 
(ages 15-19) become pregnant each year, amounting to 
more than 400,000 live births annually just in America. 
The most recent study (2002) shows that three quarters 
of all unplanned pregnancies are to single women age 29 
and younger (The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and 
Unplanned Pregnancy, “The Fog Zone,” 2009). And statis-
tics are similar in other Western nations.

Of course, unplanned pregnancies are only one of the 
consequences of wrong sexual thinking by young men 
and women in society today. It should be obvious that the 
prevalent attitude about premarital and extramarital sex 
in the culture around us leads to many problems.

The sad news is that Christians may pretend to hold the 
moral high ground on sex, but even young Christians are 
buying into the message that sex outside of marriage is 
okay. Many still do see sex outside of marriage as wrong, 
but they are viewed by many others as archaic and out of 
touch.

Is the belief that sex should be reserved for marriage too 
rigid? The right question to ask is: What is God’s view about 
sex, and what should our response be?

Is sex sin?
God’s Word, the Bible, is very frank about 
sex. God inspired the recording of certain 
wrong examples of sexual behavior: King 
David committed adultery with Bathsheba; 
Lot had a wrong relationship with his 
daughters; Samson had a wanton eye and 
lustful attitude toward women, which cost 

him his eyes and his life. These illustrate the severe conse-
quences that can come with sex outside of marriage.

Sex itself, which God designed, is not a sin. It’s the misuse 
of sex that’s sinful. 

Here’s what God intended for marriage and sex—which 
must be in that order:

•	 In the beginning He made humankind male and 
female—for a reason (Genesis 1:27).

•	 He made the first two human beings, Adam and Eve, 
husband and wife—that is, “one flesh” (Genesis 2:24).

•	 He blessed them and told them to fill the earth with 
their family—which implied and required sex in mar-
riage (Genesis 1:28).

•	 The sexual union in marriage is meant to be “honor-
able” (Hebrews 13:4).

We know that God was talking about a sexual union 
because he inspired Paul the apostle to write that a sexual 
relationship outside of marriage brings about a similar—
but immoral—one-flesh union (1 Corinthians 6:16).

Again, sex itself is not the problem. God in His divine love 
gave mankind this powerful, wonderful relationship. The 
problem is when something designed for our good is used 

by Dan Dowd

Sex sells in the popular culture, and many young Christians are buying. But outside the right context,  
sex brings consequences. What does the One who designed sex say on the matter?

Sex. The very word fires up strong emotions. The 
world constantly popularizes and perverts sex in 

books, magazines, movies and “entertainment” in general.
Our culture is prideful of its sexual openness. Premarital and 
extramarital affairs of every variety are no longer “shameful” 
but are now celebrated. 
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selfishly and wrongly. God tells us to wait for our sexual rela-
tionship until the right time in our own marriage: “Do not 
let love be moved till it is ready” (Song of Solomon 2:7, Bible 
in Basic English). It isn’t ready, and it isn’t righteous, until the 
wedding vows are exchanged!

Sexual hormones and divorce
Very powerful hormones are released during the sexual 
bonding God built into marriage. If an individual engages in 
sex outside of marriage, those hormones are still triggered, 
but the bonding effect divinely intended for just one mate of 
the opposite sex is tragically minimized and weakened. 

The longer this behavior continues the harder it becomes for 
a person to commit to a marriage partner for life. And so, 
sexual immorality contributes to the high divorce rate as evi-
denced in Western nations. Even those who profess to follow 
the Bible divorce at roughly the same rate (about 32 percent 
of first-time marriages) as those who have no Christian con-
nection (“New Marriage and Divorce Statistics Released,” 
Barna.org).

Sex and abortion
Another downside to the wrong use of sex is that almost half 
of women in the United States will abort at least one baby at 
some point in their lifetimes. Those who profess Christianity 
in America are also involved, since 28 percent of women get-

ting an abortion identify themselves as Catholic, and 37 per-
cent identify themselves as Protestant. This means that in 
America alone women who identify themselves as Christian 
contribute heavily to the approximately 1.2 million abor-
tions per year (“Characteristics of U.S. Abortion Patients,” 
Guttmacher.org, May 2010).

Keeping sex sacred
From the statistics we can see that too many “Christians” 
also engage in wrong sexual behavior. What can we do to 
find sexual purity in our lives and families?

God gave sex to mankind not only to procreate, but to build 
a strong marriage relationship as a sacred union—a special 
and unique physical relationship illustrating for us the 
mystery of the relationship between Christ and those in His 
Church (Ephesians 5:30-32). Why profane something so 
beautiful and holy?

Calling wrong behavior sin may seem uncomfortable, but 
it gets the point across to yourself and others. Practice 
and expect behavior that follows God’s standards. Of 
those teens and young adults not having sex before mar-
riage, 41 percent of girls and 31 percent of boys gave as a 
reason for their abstinence that sex outside of marriage 
was “against my religion or morals” (Pregnant Pause Blog, 
TheNationalCampaign.org, October 2011).

If you are engaged in wrong 
sexual behavior—stop. This is 
the first step to repentance—
meaning to think differently, to 
change your mind and actions. 
Jesus told a woman who was 
caught in adultery to “go and 
sin no more” (John 8:2-11). He 

says the same thing to us now. Remember that God will for-
give us when we repent and sincerely desire to change.

Rule your sexual desires and express that desire only when 
the time comes in the holy setting of your own marriage—as 
God intended. Although sex can drive powerful emotions 
and desires, there is no record of anyone dying because they 
didn’t have sex! As with any sin, we must rule our desires so 
we don’t suffer the consequences of that sinful behavior. God 
told this to Cain, but Cain had filled himself with so much 
misdirected anger that he ignored God, murdered his brother 
Abel and suffered the severe consequences (Genesis 4:3-12).

The world sells a message of unrestricted sex sins. Don’t buy 
it! Reject films, shows, comedy or other entertainments that 
glorify illicit sex or that ridicule marriage and family. Reject 
any involvement in pornography. Get counseling help if you 
need it. Jesus Christ loves you and wants you in His family in 
the Kingdom of God.

For deeper understanding of sex and the marriage relation-
ship, request and read our free booklet Marriage and Family: 
The Missing Dimension. You will find a more comprehensive 
discussion of what God designed and intended within our 
marriages and families.

Dan Dowd is the assistant managing editor of Vertical Thought and a pas-
tor of United Church of God congregations in Wisconsin.

The world’s trying to sell you a message about the 
excitement of unrestricted sex. Don’t buy it! 
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by Amanda Stiver

uring our teens we may imagine that  marriage 
and family will just “happen” to us when we 

get older—that things will somehow come 
together. But as we go through our adult years, it 
doesn’t always seem that way.
A favorite song of mine, “Waitin’ for My Dearie” from the 
1950s musical Brigadoon, contains this meaningful lyric: 
“Waitin’ for my dearie, an’ happy am I to hold my heart till 
he comes strollin’ by.”

The setting of the story is an imaginary Scottish village 
that appears only once every hundred years. In the village 
lived a young woman with no hope of finding a potential 
mate, as all the young men were either married, about to 
be, or unsuitable. However, a happy ending comes when a 
young hunter lost in the woods stumbles upon the village 
the one day it appears and decides to stay and marry the 
maiden.

Her song is the ultimate “singles” plea. In the course of 
the lyrics, she determines to keep her heart safe until the 
right man comes, accepting that marrying for the sake of 
being married is not the answer and that, if push comes to 
shove, she will remain unmarried if that right mate doesn’t 
appear.

It’s a lovely lyric, but a hard truth. In the culture of those 
striving to faithfully follow God, there is an expectation 

of marrying for life. Yet sometimes others view our single 
state as Job’s friends viewed his misfortune—we must 
have done something wrong to not yet be wed!

Do you feel stuck in singleness—whether not yet married, 
previously married or widowed? Is that the right focus? Is 
there something greater than looking for a potential mate 
around every corner? What should we put before romance 
and marriage—and what should we do?

Waiting for

What Do I Do Now?

Do you feel stuck and lonely in the single life—
worried that you’ll never find a mate? A right 

perspective will help—along with taking action.

D
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Changing times and morals
A century or more ago, getting married was a societal 
expectation, with marriages commonly arranged by 
parents and typically occurring at much younger ages 
than now. Life was tougher then, and marriage was an 
economic advantage. Two people working the farm and 
keeping the house were better than one.

Times change, and today marriage is no longer a given. 
In fact, the idea of traditional marriage itself seems anti-
quated to some, as they experiment with lifestyles and 
living arrangements that ignore and violate God’s laws 
for our health and happiness.

Of those who do marry, many have lived together and/
or had children together. Some singles are sexually pro-
miscuous, thinking it will free them from the “bonds” 
of marriage while still providing an outlet for their 
needs. This “solution” causes sad and excruciating con-
sequences. However, popular media often portrays such 
choices without a hint of the inevitable misery.

It’s hard to swim against the immoral current in our 
world. It’s even harder to find a mate who shares the 
desire to follow God’s law and commit to a lifelong, 
faithful, true-love marriage. Despite so many who are 
seeking, it can seem like there isn’t a potential mate 
anywhere.

See the bigger picture
Then again, it’s worth considering that we ourselves 
might not yet be perfect mate material. Maybe that’s 
why God gives us extra time to work on those details.

If we are faithful to God, keep his commandments, 
including His Sabbath and the Holy Days, seek baptism, 
and actively serve His true Church, we sometimes 
scratch our heads trying to figure out why God hasn’t 
bestowed on us a marriage partner. Isn’t that part of the 
package? God blesses us, yes, but in His good time!

Before we go “looking for love” in seeking a potential 
marriage partner, there are other things we should be 
focused on.

Our relationship with God the 
Father and our Savior Jesus 
Christ must of course come 
first. Humanly, we can’t marry 
into the Kingdom of God. We 
must each work out our own 
salvation through Christ (see 
Philippians 2:12). Even if we’ve 
been doing well in various respects, there is always more 
room for spiritual growth.

Secondly, there are other people out there (and I don’t 
just mean marriage fodder) who need us to be their 
friends, male and female, young and old! In addition to 
community, we attend congregations full of them—or 
sometimes not so full, which is why we often feel single 
in the first place. But all congregations need people 
who aren’t restricted by family responsibilities to help 
get things done. Singlehood can be very active and 
extremely social!

Thirdly, our mission in following God is to further 
His work of proclaiming the good news of the coming 
Kingdom of God—the message Jesus Himself pro-
claimed (see Mark 1:14-15). We do all that we can to 
help promote that wonderful truth to those around us 
in this world. We can choose to be a weak little flame or 
a glowing LED light of positive example to those around 
us (see 1 Corinthians 7:32-35). Being single often gives 
us more time to spend glowing—we just have to ask God 
for opportunities.

Make an active life
Are there any singles of the opposite sex in God’s Church 
that you have the opportunity to date? That’s great. Do 
so, but get to know them for their character and person-
ality, not just for chemistry or looks. Be in contact with 
God, be a nice person, be a good listener, learn social 
skills, and don’t worry if this is or isn’t your Mr. or Miss 
Right. On the good authority of a number of married 
friends: When the right person has arrived (or you have 
arrived, depending) you will both know—but ask God 
for eyes to see that.

What if there isn’t anyone in your age group to date? Do 
other stuff! Be active in your community to be a good 
example to others of God’s way of life (see Matthew 
5:14-16). Be active in the Church—including in its 
singles programs, and that includes young twentysome-
things too! The point is to be nice to people and make 
friends—not just to find romance. The more young 
people who are involved in the program, the more there 
will be to meet!

Pursue life goals—don’t just wait for them to happen to 
you. Learn to dance the highland reel, or to rock climb, 
or to speak a new language, or whatever! Ask God for 
a contented spirit, not resentful resignation—which 
is a tempting but unhappy attitude. True contentment 
is happiness resulting from trusting that God has not 
forgotten us.

Most importantly, talk to God. Tell him how you feel, 

especially if you feel lonely. Being lonely is typically a 
result of being alone. If you’re experiencing this, find a 
way to reach out to others. Maybe write a letter, phone a 
friend, join a chess tournament—I jest a little on the lat-
ter, but the only antidote to loneliness is outgoing-ness!

Make use of singlehood. Develop yourself. Ask for true 
contentment. And above all, trust God—it may be 
tough, but together we can get through it with His help.

Amanda Stiver is a Vertical Thought staff member and a freelance 
writer and editor in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Before we go “looking for love” in seeking a  
potential marriage partner, there are other  
things we should be focused on.
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The Bible—God’s written instruction for mankind—reveals 
the purpose of life that evolution, humanism, secularism and 
virtually every other philosophy of man completely misses. 
In His Word, God outlines His plan and purpose for human-
ity through a series of holy festivals. The meaning of His 
festivals provides a constant rehearsal of events in the divine 
plan for mankind.

God’s appointments reveal His great plan
God cataloged in one Bible chapter (Leviticus 23) His festi-
vals or feasts for the nation of Israel. But are these days only 
for Israel? To Moses God said, “These are My feasts.” Lest 
there be any confusion, God stated His ownership four times 
(verses 1, 4, 37, 44). These are His festivals—not those of any 
one nation or people. 

Note also that the word translated “feasts” here is moedim, a 
Hebrew word meaning “appointed times.” These are occasions 
for meeting with God. The weekly Sabbath and seven annual 
Sabbaths or Holy Days among the feast days are even desig-
nated convocations (commanded assemblies) for instruction 
in holiness before God. These are all calendar appointments 
God expects us to keep.

Likewise, God keeps His appointments with us on 
a weekly and annual basis—and in a broader sense 
over the span of human history in the unfolding of 
His great plan. God’s weekly and annual Sabbaths 
lay out His plan of salvation for all humanity. He 
created mankind with the potential to be part 
of His divine family—a destiny to be realized 
through salvation from former ways of sin and the 

death and misery that have resulted.

King David of Israel asked, “What is man that you are mind-
ful of him?” (as quoted by the apostle Paul in Hebrews 2:6). In 
other words, why did God create mankind? 

And while he pondered the matter, David really knew the 
answer. He understood that God made man “a little lower 
than the angels” (verse 7) or, as this could also be translated, 
“ for a little while lower than the angels” (New American 
Standard Bible, emphasis added throughout)—showing that 
this lower status is only temporary.

Paul then comes to the crux of the matter, stating of Jesus 
Christ, “For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things 
and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory . . .” 
(verse 10). Jesus came and died not only for our sins to be 
forgiven, but so that we could become divine sons (or daugh-
ters) sharing in divine glory—to live forever on God’s level of 
existence!

Returning to the lists of festivals
Let’s return to God’s list of holy festivals in Leviticus 23 and 
consider in overview how they show mankind becoming 
part of God’s family. In the first of this two-part series we 

by Dan Dowd

What is the purpose of life? Why were we born? What is man’s 
destiny? What happens after death? God’s annual festivals portray 
events that answer these big questions of life.

n so many ways, we attempt to answer the big questions 
of our existence in what we do with our lives. Humanly, 
we seek value. We want to know that we have meaning 

and make a positive difference. Too many of the world’s 
problems are really wayward attempts to answer the big 
questions without looking to God for the truth.
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addressed the weekly Sabbath day, Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread (verses 3-8).

As we saw, the weekly Sabbath demonstrates God’s sover-
eignty in declaring holy time. The annual Passover represents 
the sacrifice of Christ to redeem us from sin and its penalty. 
And the Feast of Unleavened Bread, requiring the putting 
out of leaven and the eating of unleavened bread for the next 
seven days, shows how we are, with God’s help, to remove sin 
from our lives and take in His righteous character.

It was also during the Feast of Unleavened Bread that a 
special ceremony was enacted in Israel’s agricultural life—
the wave offering of a sheaf of the firstfruits of the barley 
harvest, the first of the crops of the year to mature (Leviticus 
23:9-14). This represented the presentation to and acceptance 
by God of Jesus Christ as the first of those in God’s spiritual 
harvest of mankind, the forerunner in God’s salvation plan 
(see 1 Corinthians 15:23).

The Feast of Pentecost
Then 50 days later comes the Feast of Pentecost, also called 
the Feast of Weeks due to the counting of seven weeks from 
the wave sheaf offering just mentioned (Leviticus 23:15-21). 
This Holy Day is also known as the Feast of Firstfruits, being 
the time that the first of the wheat harvest was presented in 
offering to God (Exodus 34:22). 

In a spiritual context, this represented the first of those God 
calls to begin the salvation process of entering His family. 
God is choosing only a few to work with during this age of 
man’s misrule. And Scripture notes that God views those 
called at this time as “a kind of firstfruits of His creatures” 
(James 1:8).

A vital aspect of Pentecost was demonstrated on 
this festival day in Acts 2. It was on Pentecost 
that God gave to His fledgling Church His Holy 
Spirit, which made those early believers God’s 
spiritual sons and daughters. God has called His 
Church to proclaim the gospel of His coming 
Kingdom and serve as an example of His way of life, which is 
possible only by the Holy Spirit working in its members.

The Feast of Trumpets
The Feast of Trumpets is the first of the Holy Days of late 
summer or autumn in Israel (Leviticus 23:23-25). It pictures 
the calamities at the end of this age leading up to the tri-
umphant return of Jesus Christ to this earth and the resur-
rection of His true followers—the firstfruits foreshadowed 
by the Feast of Pentecost—at the supernatural sounding of 
the seventh and last trumpet (see 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 
Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 11:15-18).

On His return Jesus will act to establish God’s government on 
the earth. Mankind is incapable of solving his problems apart 
from God, and Christ will set about to work with His resur-
rected firstfruits to show mankind how to live. The resurrec-
tion of the firstfruits, the firstborn of mankind into the family 
of God, is called “the first resurrection”—showing that the rest 
of mankind will be resurrected later (see Revelation 20:4-6).

The Day of Atonement
Next in the overview of God’s plan of salvation is the Day 

of Atonement (Leviticus 23:26-32). This day shows us that 
the major source or influence for sin in the world, Satan the 
Devil, will be removed from the presence of God and man 
(see Revelation 20:1-3).

Since the Garden of Eden, this great deceiver has sought 
to draw mankind into opposition to God’s way of life (see 
Genesis 3; Revelation 12:9). In fact, Satan is the current ruler 
of this world (John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4) and is on bor-
rowed time. With His perfect life and sacrifice (commemo-
rated by the festival of Passover), Jesus Christ qualified to 
replace the devil, enabling mankind to be reconciled or made 
“at-one” with God.

The Feast of Tabernacles
The seven-day Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-43) 
then anticipates the millennial reign of Jesus Christ in the 
Kingdom of God on earth (see Revelation 20:4). With Satan 
removed, Jesus will proceed to undo the damage done to all 
of God’s creation—physically and spiritually. 

Mankind will be taught right government, true servant 
leadership, how to love one’s neighbor as oneself—in essence, 
how life was meant to be lived from the beginning. All who 
live during the 1,000 years of this festival’s fulfillment will 
experience their time of salvation.

The Eighth Day
The last holy festival in God’s list, which immediately follows 
the Feast of Tabernacles, is the Eighth Day (Leviticus 23:36, 
39), portraying the resurrection of all of those who have ever 
lived and died without the knowledge of true salvation. God 
is fair. Those who died without fully knowing Him and His 

truth will be given physical life again to have their opportu-
nity to choose between life and death (Deuteronomy 30:19).

The Eighth Day also anticipates the final destruction of the 
incorrigibly wicked who choose to knowingly reject God’s 
salvation. They will not live forever in fiery torment but will 
simply die the second death (Revelation 20:14-15).

Once all people have chosen to either embrace and live 
according to God’s Word or not, then God the Father will 
bring His magnificent throne down to earth and we will 
move forward into eternity as His divine family—the 
Kingdom of God (see Revelation 21-22). 

What a glorious future is shown to us through God’s Holy 
Days! The big questions of life are answered in His festival 
plan. Will you chose to follow Jesus Christ and become part of 
God’s divine family? The choice is yours to make. Choose life!

For a more thorough discussion of this topic, we recommend 
our free booklet God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for 
All Mankind along with What Is Your Destiny?

Dan Dowd is the assistant managing editor of Vertical Thought and a pas-
tor of United Church of God congregations in Wisconsin.

What a glorious future is shown to us 
through God’s Holy Days! The big questions 
of life are answered in His festival plan.
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Just what makes a person a true Christian? Are the 
 children of true Christians automatically true Christians 
also—or is more required?

Puritans purify
To understand the Half-Way Covenant and why it matters 
to us, we need to know something about the Puritans. As 
Protestants in England, they were pleased that King Henry 
VIII had effectively separated England from the Roman 
Catholic Church in the 1500s. However, they believed that 
neither the king nor the Church of England did enough 
to remove unbiblical practices from their worship. They 
wanted to purify the church, which is why they were called 
“Puritans.”

Some Puritans thought they needed to separate altogether 
from the religious authorities of England and the rest of 
Europe, so they came to America to settle New England. 
They were determined to study the Bible and to obey it 
fully. (Those who settled Plymouth Colony in 1620 were 
Separatists who later became known as the Pilgrims. 
The Puritans who arrived the next decade to found the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony and other settlements were 
not initially as inclined to Separatism, but they eventually 
moved in that direction.)

The conversion experience
The Puritans did not believe that just anybody could 

join their church and be considered a 
Christian. There had to be an account of 
a “conversion experience”—wherein an 
adult who had a strong feeling that he or 
she had come to know God and His ways 
would then address the whole congrega-
tion to describe that experience and ask 
to join the church. Today, some call this 
 “giving a testimonial.”

Joining the church was easier for the early 
colonists. They had a unique understand-
ing of the Bible and were persecuted for it. 

They left homes and family to cross the ocean and carve a 
new home out of the wilderness in a new world! That gave 
them confidence in their Christian commitment.

By the mid-1600s, however, church membership began to 
decline. Historians call this “the Great Declension.” Not as 
many people were applying to join the Puritan church. It 
turns out that among the children and grandchildren of 
the original settlers, not so many were having the antici-
pated conversion experience. Most of them wanted very 
badly to have the experience, but they didn’t feel it—and 
certainly wouldn’t fake it!

Enter the Half-Way Covenant
While their parents or grandparents had courageously 
left Europe and built a civilization in the wilderness, what 
had those of this new generation done? They seemed to 
have just coasted into the way of life already established 
for them. Again, they wanted but didn’t have the expected 
 conversion experience. So they weren’t sure if they really 
were Christians—something that many young people 
today also wonder about.

The Puritan church had a real problem. It needed young 
people to join its membership or it would soon fade away. 
So in 1662 ministers from across New England gathered 
to discuss the problem, and they devised the Half-Way 
Covenant. This teaching said that the children of church 

by Frank Dunkle

If your parents are true Christians, does that make you one? Or is more required of you? This was an 
important question for the Puritans of early America. And it remains an important issue today.

re you a true Christian? Do you need to join a church to 
be one? Does your parents’ relationship with God make a 
 difference in your own relationship with Him?

To explore this, let’s first consider an interesting piece of early 
American history. In the mid-1600s, several ministers in 
New England held a special conference to discuss youth and 
the church. They developed a doctrine called the “Half-Way 
Covenant.” We’ll briefly examine this concept in addressing a 
vital issue for today.

A
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members would automatically become part of the church 
even without feeling a conversion experience, applying for 
membership and giving a testimonial—the hope being that 
participation would eventually lead to the full experience.

This kept the Puritan (later called “Congregational”) church 
going, but, as you might guess, Half-Way Covenant members’ 
commitment to the church tended to fade over time. Many 
were unsure of their faith because they had not felt some 
transformation or taken any special action as evidence of 
their commitment.

Halfway Christians today?
Not surprisingly, 21st-century young adults can have similar 
feelings.

The Bible teaches that children of Christians do have a special 
relationship with God and with His Church (Acts 2:37-39; 1 
Corinthians 7:12-14). They are holy (set apart) to God because 
of their parents’ faith. Like those young Puritans hundreds 
of years ago, they may never have had to uproot their whole 
lives or endure persecution, but that does not make their 
relationship with God less valid.

Are you looking for a dramatic, emotional experience like 
those early American Puritans did? If you have already been 
taught God’s way, then in such expectation you may be 
waiting for something that will never happen. God already 
has your attention. He doesn’t necessarily need to turn your 
world upside down to call you to Himself!

Still, you should not make the mistake of the Puritan min-
isters. The Bible shows that to become a true Christian there 
is no halfway covenant. Your personal relationship with God 
the Father through your Savior Jesus Christ does not happen 
automatically with you doing nothing.

What to do?
Soon after Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection, the apostle 
Peter gave a powerful sermon. Those who heard it asked, 
“What must we do?”

The answer was the same for everyone, young or old. It’s as 
true for us today as it was for them then. All must follow 

the same instructions: “Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
2:38). That is what makes a person a true Christian (compare 
Romans 8:9).

Although the children of members in the true, biblical 
Church of God have a special opportunity to build a relation-
ship with God, they still have to respond to Him themselves. 
(To learn more about that Church, request or download our 
free booklet The Church Jesus Built.)

How should you respond to God’s calling? How do you know 
when to respond?

The Puritans looked for an emotional “conversion experi-
ence,” and when their young adult children didn’t feel it, they 
just called them Christians anyway—without teaching them 
to do what the Bible says is required for all true Christians. 
God doesn’t require anyone to give a testimonial to convince 
other people that he or she knows God. 

To truly be a Christian, you need to actually repent, be bap-
tized and receive God’s Spirit. There is no halfway process even 
for the children of true Christians.

Clearly, however, baptism is not something to rush into. 
Every person needs to carefully make that commitment only 
when he or she is mature and ready. But if you think you’re 
not ready just because you haven’t felt some emotional, 
 “religious” experience, please think again. World history 
is full of emotional experiences labeled  religious. But the 
believing, spiritual act of humbly turning to your Savior 
with lifelong commitment is the far more  profound and true 
 experience of conversion to the Christianity of the Bible.

You can build a relationship with God that is not dependent 
on what anyone else, including your family, does. The fact 
that you are reading this and care about this message shows 
that your loving Father is giving you an opportunity for such 
a relationship—that He is calling you now!

Frank Dunkle lives with his wife Sue and son Connor near Portsmouth, 
Ohio, where he serves as a United Church of God pastor.G
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Regarding whether recent research on DNA had influenced 
his change of mind, he said: “Yes, I now think it does . . . 
almost entirely because of the DNA investigations. What I 
think the DNA material has done is that it has shown, by 
the almost unbelievable complexity of the arrangements 
which are needed to produce (life), that intelligence must 
have been involved in getting these extraordinarily diverse 
elements to work together” (There Is a God: How the World’s 
Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind, 2007, p. 75).

He went on to say: “I now believe that the universe was 
brought into existence by an infinite Intelligence. I believe 
that this universe’s intricate laws manifest what scientists 
have called the Mind of God. I believe that life and repro-
duction originate in a divine Source.

“Why do I believe this, given that I expounded and 
defended atheism for more than a half century? The short 
answer is this: this is the world picture, as I see it, that has 
emerged from modern science. Science spotlights three 
dimensions of nature that point to God. The first is the 
fact that nature obeys laws. The second is the dimension of 
life, of intelligently organized and purpose-driven beings, 
which arose from matter. The third is the very existence of 
nature” (pp. 88-89).

Initially, scientists believed that DNA was a 
somewhat simple genetic code with extrane-
ous material. But now they have found the 
code to be astoundingly complex, multilay-
ered and even bidirectional—with no so-
called “junk DNA.” This should lead us to do a 
double take as we learn what this code means 
and what its relevance is to God’s existence.

Spy codes—as in Washington’s day
Back in the days of the American Revolution, George 
Washington and his officers sent each other letters with 
double meanings. A letter intercepted by the enemy would 
simply have sounded like a typical message describing 
incidents on a farm. But to those with the deciphering key, 
the same message may have described troop numbers and 
locations. Yet without the key, the secret message would be 
safely hidden.

Similarly, scientists have now discovered that certain areas 
of the genetic code have secondary messages that can be 
deciphered by a cell’s translating devices.

Comparing DNA to a spy code, science historian Stephen 
Meyer explains: “In the same way, the cell has protein 
machinery and RNA codes that jointly function as a cipher 
enabling it to access and read the secondary imbedded 
messages within the primary message of the genome . . . 

“The presence of these genes imbedded within genes (mes-
sages within messages) further enhances the information-
storage density of the genome and underscores how the 
genome is organized to enhance its capacity to store 
information” (Signature in the Cell: DNA and the Evidence for 
Intelligent Design, 2009, pp. 463-464).

Proving God’s Existence—Genetically
by Mario Seglie

emarkable discoveries about the mind-boggling com-
plexity of DNA are providing solid evidence of the divine 
creation of life. In fact, it was mainly for this reason that 

Sir Antony Flew, the late world-famous philosopher who had 
been the leading atheist in England, renounced his atheism 
a few years back and accepted the existence of God.
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Imagine how difficult it would be to write a message and 
inscribe within it other messages! Mindless evolution 
could never produce genetic information of any kind, 
much less in overlapping levels of this nature! Clearly, this 
demands a vastly superior Intelligence.

Backmasking—DNA’s bidirectional code
Some years ago, a few rock musicians recorded some songs 
with certain elements recorded backwards onto them—so 
that when these songs were played in reverse very different 
tunes and lyrics could be heard. (Unfortunately, a number 
of those messages were negative.)

Similarly, scientists have found the versatile genome to be 
bidirectional—relaying different messages when read from 
opposite directions—providing efficiency of space.

Dr. Meyer explains: “In the same way that words are 
ordered into sentences and sentences into paragraphs, 
nucleotide bases [within the DNA molecular chain] are 
ordered into genes and genes are ordered into specifically 
arranged gene clusters. 

“Or think of these individual genes 
as computer data files and groupings 
of genes as folders containing several 
files. The groupings of DNA ‘files’ that 
we observe serve several roles. These 
groupings allow the cell to make 
longer transcripts that are combina-
tions of different gene messages. In 
other words, the coding modules of 
the gene files in a ‘folder’ can be combined in numerous 
ways—and in both directions—to greatly increase the 
number of encoded transcripts and protein products from 
the same genomic region or resources” (pp. 467-468).

Again, imagine how difficult it would be to design some-
thing like this! If you read forward, you find one message. 
If you read backwards, you find another message. Again, 
how could evolution possibly account for this? It is further 
clear evidence of a brilliant Mind at work!

From “junk DNA” to a complex computer operating 
system
Computer users are familiar with a computer’s operating 
system, such as Microsoft Windows, which sets and con-
trols the environment in which software programs run. 
Scientists are now startled to find many regions of the 
genome, which they initially thought were useless, that in 
fact provide key functions similar to a computer’s operat-
ing system.

Dr. Meyer explains: “Indeed . . . portions of the genome that 
many biologists previously regarded as ‘junk DNA’ are now 
known to perform many important functions, including the 
regulation and expression of the information for building 
proteins. In this respect, the nonprotein coding regions of 
the genome function much like an operating system [does] 
in a software program, directing and regulating how other 

information in the system is processed” (p. 367).
Molecular biologist Jonathan Wells adds: “The genome 
functions in a hierarchical fashion. The DNA molecule 
is only the first level; chromatin [cell nucleus contents 
of DNA with accompanying proteins] organization is a 
second level; and the position of chromosomes within the 
nucleus is a third level . . . There is evidence at all three lev-
els that non-protein-coding DNA performs functions that 
are independent of its exact sequence” (The Myth of Junk 
DNA, 2011, p. 72).
This is truly astonishing. What we have seen, as Dr. Wells 
points out, is that DNA is “bidirectional, multilayered, and 
interleaved, rather than simply linear . . . The organization 
of DNA strings along the genome is optimized for the 
establishment of multidimensional codes at all scales” (pp. 
106-107).
What powerful evidence this is that a great, divine Mind 
had to be at work to compose such a multifaceted code and 
imbed it into a tiny chromosome!

Discarding the “junk DNA” myth
To believe that all this incredible, efficient complexity sim-
ply evolved through mutation and natural selection is to 
deny the overwhelming facts.

As Dr. Wells concludes: “Scientists make progress by test-
ing hypotheses against the evidence. But when scientists 
ignore the evidence and cling to a hypothesis for philo-
sophical or theological reasons, the hypothesis becomes 
a myth. Junk DNA is such a myth, and it’s time to leave it 
behind—along with other discarded myths from the past.

“As recent discoveries have demonstrated, we are just 
beginning to unravel the mysteries of the genome. Indeed, 
the same can be said of living organisms in general. But 
assuming that any feature of an organism has no func-
tion discourages further investigation. In this respect, 
the myth of junk DNA has been a science-stopper. Not 
anymore. For scientists willing to follow the evidence 
wherever it leads, these are exciting times” (p. 107).

God has truly left His “signature” in every cell of every life 
form—including you and me—the obvious and wondrous 
design of DNA. This is surely some of the most compelling 
evidence ever found for His existence!

Mario Seiglie pastors the United Church of God congregation in Garden 
Grove, California, and is the church’s regional representative for Latin 
America.

Recent discoveries about DNA have left scientists flabbergasted, and the evidence points clearly to 
a supreme Intelligence having imbedded an incredible multifaceted code in our genes.

God has truly left His “signature” in every cell 
of every life form—including you and me—the 
obvious and wondrous design of DNA.
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Yet during the long Watergate crisis the question on my 
25-year-old mind was never whether President Nixon 
was a crook. In my generation’s mind it was whether he 
was a liar. Unable to overcome the mounting evidence 
being assembled by federal prosecutors and Congress, the 
president resigned 10 months later in August 1974 after a 
seemingly endless attempt to obfuscate, stonewall, divert, 
recast and to otherwise “spin” the facts.

That act set a precedent of expectation that our most 
important politicians are often, if not always, liars. And 
it led to the question: If you can’t trust your president’s 
word, can you trust your government at all? Now, almost 
40 years later, very few Americans believe in their 
government.

“Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom,” 
said Thomas Jefferson, third president of the United 
States. He believed this virtue was essential in all 
Americans or else the American “experiment” in 
constitutional republican government would col-
lapse. One hundred years later, the 26th president, 
Teddy Roosevelt, said: “Truth-telling is a virtue that 
we should insist upon not only in schools and at 
home, but in business and in politics just as much. 
Nothing can make good citizenship in men who 

have not got in them courage . . . the spirit of truth-telling 
and truth-seeking.”

Now, yet another century later, the United States and 
governments the world over face a problem of biblical 
proportions—lying in politics. It’s not a pretty picture,  
and it doesn’t bode well for the survival of the American 
system of government “of the people, by the people, and 
for the people”—or for people anywhere. What’s behind 
the problem, and what will solve it?

The world’s worst political liar
Modern stories of political intrigue and even terrible fig-
ures of human history like Adolf Hitler can’t hold a candle 
to one infamous liar. He was the worst—and the best, in 

LIAR, LIAR,
Politics on

by Howard Davis

“Your president
                  is not a crook!”
is shocking statement startled me as I stared at 
U.S. President Richard Nixon talking to me on 
my black and white television in October 1973. It 

was so dramatic and unsettling that the most power-
ful man in the world, who had his finger on the nuclear 
button, my president, would describe himself this 
way—even in the negative.
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U.S. President Richard Nixon announcing his  
resignation on national television, August 8, 1974

The world is ablaze with political lying 
that is destroying civilization—under 
the influence of the greatest liar ever. 
But a new leader to come promises a 
reformed society based on truth. You  
can prepare now to be part of it.
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terms of most effective—liar. He still is. In fact, he is the 
very “father of lies” (compare John 8:44). All political lying 
in the history of the world is kid stuff compared to his 
governing deceptions. And snakes get a bad rap because of 
him.

Most people today don’t believe there actually was a devil 
in the Garden of Eden who manipulated the first woman 
and man into personal and societal self-destruction. The 
process of “selling” the forbidden fruit to Eve was identi-
cal to the political tactics of false promises impossible to 
deliver, misrepresentations, slandering of other candi-
dates, pandering to voters, vain boasting and blatant dis-
tortions of reality by the modern 21st-century politician.

God had created the framework of perfect government in 
His loving relationship and role of Parent and Lawgiver. 
Satan lied about his political opponent, exalting himself 
as the champion of human rights over and against the 
Creator of all legitimate rights and aspirations—God the 
loving Father, who had formed Adam and Eve in His own 
image, given them a spectacular place to live, meaningful 
work, every good opportunity on earth for them and their 
children, and a future of ultimate security and endless 
peace and prosperity. 

Satan lied about God’s ability to offer a better life, a more 
satisfying future and freedom of choice to Eve. In lying 
about God and His motives, the devil offered an alterna-
tive that appeared superior to and more appealing than 
the reality she was already experiencing. He aroused desire 
to rebel against true reality and good sense. He said if she 
would follow him, she could do what she wanted, choose 
to develop her own “knowledge 
of good and evil” and construct 
her own alternative reality 
apart from God. The devil was 
the ultimate “personal choice” 
candidate.

He said: “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that in the 
day you eat of it [the forbidden 
fruit] your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5).

The devil got elected
In the end Satan got the woman’s vote, 50 percent of the 
electorate. He also got the other 50 percent, the man’s vote, 
because for Adam to have voted against Eve would have 
meant a deep divide between him and his wife and com-
panion, the only other human being on earth. Desperate to 
maintain their bond, he joined her in sin—though he was 
not deceived (see 1 Timothy 2:14). Satan got 100 percent of 
the vote through deception of the woman and manipula-
tion of the man.

But Adam and Eve got massively snookered because the 
devil is a crook. He lied and stole their right and promise 
of security, peace, abundance and life. For believing and 
acting on lies, reality changed forever for them and their 
descendants. His promises were all a hoax—lies! 

They lost their beautiful home, their job, their health—and 

they suffered and ultimately died. After the arrival of chil-
dren, their immediate family was racked by violence—and 
this only grew worse among their descendants, who were 
increasingly corrupted by the devil. 

The human race has resorted to choosing political saviors 
ever since to rule over them. But various lies, false promises 
and distortions of reality have produced the same miserable 
results for approximately 6,000 years of recorded history.

Chosen generation of virtuous truth-telling
Into this world of lies, Jesus Christ, the One who had 
formed Adam and Eve on behalf of God the Father, came 
as a human being (John 1:1-3, 14). He taught the truth and 
way of the Kingdom of God, a totally new level of existence 
for the human race based on truth-seeking and truth-
telling. This is the path to true freedom for, as Jesus said, 
“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:32).
The knowledge of the spiritual truth about God and per-
sonally knowing the Father and Jesus forms the founda-
tion of virtues. God’s reality is unchangeable because “it is 
impossible for God to lie” (Hebrews 6:18). And Jesus told 
all to follow Him and “be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). Here is a faultless Ruler 
we can count on absolutely—One who intends for others 
to become like Him.

God is now developing a replacement government, civiliza-
tion and way of life for people who will believe and live by 
His truth. The Bible calls such people “a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 

that you may proclaim [demonstrate] the praises [virtues] 
of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light” (1 Peter 2:9).

That divine government—or Kingdom of God—will 
assume the leadership of the world when Jesus Christ 
returns to the earth in the very near future. Satan will be 
removed, and Jesus will take over as King, with His follow-
ers ruling alongside Him (Revelation 20:1-4, 6). We are to 
be preparing for that time now: “But the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him” (John 4:23).

As a truly vertical thinker, you are being called and devel-
oped into a truth-seeker and truth-teller as you follow the 
truth of the Bible. Reject the devil and serve the rightful 
King—the God of truth. Tell the truth, live the truth and 
trust the truth. Of such is the coming Kingdom of God.

Howard Davis pastors the New York City area congregation of the 
United Church of God.

God is now developing a replacement  
government, civilization and way of life for 
people who will believe and live by truth.
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by Sue Dunkle

Even the most jaded people can 
find joy in the natural world 
around them. God’s creation 
provides endless opportunity 
for the joy of discovery.

in a 
Butterfly!

colt frolicking in a green pasture or a baby’s first smile 
makes us smile—or even laugh out loud. That’s joy, the 
emotion of great delight or happiness caused by some-
thing exceptionally good or satisfying.

As an educator I’ve observed many students who struggled 
with neglect and abandonment issues, drug abuse and 
bullying—problems that obviously didn’t bring joy to their 
lives. However, it didn’t prevent them from experiencing joy 
at times in my science class—the joy of discovery.

Science offers a window to God’s amazing creation, a source 
of great wonder—and great joy, one of God’s greatest gifts to 
humanity.

Teaching joy
While studying biology my eighth graders observed painted 
lady caterpillars cycle from larvae to butterfly. Several of my 
most challenging students laughed at the idea of the project. 
They told me it was too childish for an eighth-grade class! 
Undeterred, I went on with my lesson plan.

The day the caterpillars arrived I required each pair of stu-
dents to name and observe their caterpillar and record their 
descriptions. I tried to ignore the doubting students who 
rolled their eyes in disgust. 

Daily we watched the creatures feed and grow. One day 
excited chatter came from my classroom, with students 
reporting, “Mrs. Dunkle, they formed the chrysalis!” (that 
is, the hard skin that develops to serve as a protective outer 
shell during transformation). Even the skeptical students 
seemed somewhat intrigued!

Tap-dancing chrysalis
As the last chrysalis formed I had one of my “doubting stu-
dents” come up to his box. I asked him to very gently touch 
the chrysalis with the end of his pencil. As he did so, the 
hardened shell began to tap-dance “rat-tat-tat, rat-tat-tat” 
along the lid of its container. The young man was startled—
then he, I and the whole class began laughing!

“What was that?” So I explained that the jumping or dancing 
of the chrysalis was an inherited behavior that protected the 
organism from predators.

“Hmmm, cool.” His skepticism wavered as I imagined him 
thinking that this butterfly project wasn’t such a childish 
idea after all.

Joy released
When the chrysalises began to break open, students’ shouts 
of delight accompanied the somewhat wet and fragile-looking 
painted lady butterflies delicately beating their wings back 
and forth to dry and strengthen their thin membranes. My 
gaze traveled from one student to another as I witnessed the 
joy of their discovery of the stages of metamorphosis. 

Even greater “oohs” and “aahs” came when they observed 
the butterflies uncurling their long proboscises to drink the 
sweet nectar mixture we’d provided for them.

Finally, the day came for us to release the now mature 
painted lady butterflies into the wild from the box borne 
carefully to our school’s soccer field. Very gently peeling back 
the lid, we held our breath in unison. Suddenly, one but-
terfly stretched its wings and lifted up into the air, followed 
by another and then another as simultaneous cheers and 
 laughter from the students accompanied them.

Joy shared
As I scanned my student’s faces, gone were the skeptical 
expressions of a few short weeks before. Instead, I saw 
understanding and the joy of new knowledge gained. In that 
moment, I too experienced joy watching my students grow in 
understanding of God’s creation. Their joy became my joy.

God wants all mankind to experience joy. He designed 
human beings to feel enjoyment as His gift (see Ecclesiastes 
3:12; 5:18-19)—and He provides the way for us to rejoice to 
the full. The Bible lists joy as part of the fruit of God’s Holy 
Spirit (see Galatians 5:22). Jesus Christ said that His dis-
ciples would be filled with joy (see John 15:11).

The next time you find yourself overwhelmed with school, 
work or other challenges in life, stop and think of something 
that brings great joy to you. Remember, it is a gift from God!

Sue Dunkle has taught in public and private schools for many years and 
now resides with her husband Frank and son Connor near Portsmouth, 
Ohio.
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Pray With a Psalm in Your Heart

My part was as a ministerial trainee participating in this 
pastoral visit with a young couple who had lived hard and 
wild during the hippie movement years of the 1960s. The 
man now loaded freight on ships in the Thames River near 
London. He had muscles for the work but wished that he 
still had the muscle in his mind.

She had many questions about the Bible and God’s way, but 
one main question plagued his thoughts: “How do I pray? I 
can’t think of much to say.” There were tears in his eyes. He 
really, truly wanted to know how to talk to God.

Jesus’ outline for prayer
As the novice on the job, I mentally scrambled for the scrip-
tures that might provide him understanding. The so-called 
“Lord’s Prayer” (in Matthew 6:9-13) came to mind.

It came to the pastor’s mind too. He explained that it was 
actually a prayer outline—not a script for brief recitation. It 
included an introduction and conclusion of praise for God, 
requests for God’s intervention in world affairs, requests for 
our daily needs, asking God in repentance for forgiveness 
of sins as we forgive others, help against temptation and 
evil—and at least two requests for God’s Kingdom to come 
(which it will at Christ’s return).

The pastor continued that when you break 
Jesus’ prayer outline down like that and go 
into detail concerning each part, you could eas-
ily be on your knees for 30 minutes or more.

“Half an hour? I can’t think of anything to pray 
about for more than five minutes!”

Overwhelmed, the fellow leaned forward shaking his 
head in his hands. It was a genuine heartstrings-pulling 
moment—and I was thankful that I wasn’t leading the 
counseling. Amazingly, the pastor proceeded to unfold a 
point of wisdom involving two steps that has stuck with me 
ever since.

Go with a list and a psalm
Step 1: Make a list of things you know you want to pray 
about—however long or short. Take that list and your Bible 
to where you pray. Talk to God about every item on the list. 
When you’re all prayed out, then go to step 2.

Step 2: Open your Bible to the book of Psalms, a very large 
part of which was written by King David of ancient Israel. 
Under God’s inspiration David wrote his psalms first as 
prayers, then as songs. Pick a psalm and tell God in your 
prayer that you’ve personally run out of things to say to 
Him, but that now you want to read to Him this psalm 
that David wrote as your prayer too—thinking about how 
it applies to your own life. You can be sure that God will 
accept your borrowed prayer, because David was a man 
after God’s own heart (see Acts 13:22).

The pastor provided a list of some of David’s psalms that 
applied to circumstances any of us might face.

•	 Need encouragement? Read Psalm 37. 

•	 Need comfort? Read Psalm 23. 

•	 Need to repent? Read Psalm 51. 

•	 In trouble and desperately need God’s help? Read Psalms 3 
to 7 (plus many more). 

•	 Want to thank God for His blessings? Read Psalm 30.

•	 Feel lost, lonely and forgotten? Read Psalm 13. 

•	 Need spiritual strength? Read Psalm 11. 

The tears in the young man’s eyes disappeared. He had 
hope—he could learn to pray by praying David’s prayers. He 
could draw close to God. So can you.

Randy Stiver serves as managing editor for Vertical Thought and 
t eaches at Ambassador Bible Center in Milford, Ohio.

It can sometimes be hard to know what to talk about with God in prayer. 
Some Scripture-based counsel to a struggling individual can help you too.

by Randy StiverPoint of Wisdom

e described himself to the pastor and me as a former 
hippie who had been off the drugs for several years. But 
he and his wife explained that the hallucinogens’ effects 

were still badly slowing his mental processes. We could see 
that from our conversation.
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Star Trek–Style 
Translator in the 
Works
Software experts Frank Soong and Rick 
Rashid of Microsoft are working on “Universal 
Translator” software that could someday be 
an application on smart phones. The program 
translates the user’s speech into any one of 
26 foreign languages while mimicking the per-
son’s own voice and speaking patterns—so 
the translated words sound genuine and not 
mechanical.

The creators of the software say that it takes 
about an hour for the program to absorb the 
user’s speaking. They foresee the device help-
ing travelers in foreign countries to be able to 
speak and be understood, as well as potential 
applications in GPS devices. Ideally it will be 
available on the ubiquitous smart phones 
(Rob Waugh, “Star Trek Becomes Reality as 
Microsoft ‘Universal Translator’ Turns Spoken 
English Into Any of 26 Different Languages,” 
DailyMail.co.uk, March 13, 2012).
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Compiled by Amanda StiverIn the News

Scientists from Baylor College of Medicine 
have discovered a unique mechanism that 

allows pigeons to navigate 
using the earth’s mag-

netic field. They have 
located cells in 

the pigeon’s brain that record information 
regarding the field.

The researchers theorize that the birds navi-
gate with several steps, detecting the mag-
netic field likely, though not conclusively, via 
the inner ear, then storing and comparing 
the data to information in the hippocampus, 
the memory storehouse of the brain. 

Past research has pursued various avenues 
in trying to explain bird navigation, but this 
research is the first to locate the cells that 
process some of the information (James 
Gorman, “Study Sheds Light on How Birds 
Navigate by Magnetic Field,” NYTimes.com, 
April 26, 2012).

According to research from scientists at Ben-Gurion University in 
Israel, plants communicate distress signals through their roots. 
Damaged plants communicate their state to surrounding healthy 
plants, presumably allowing the other plants to adapt to stress.

Researchers used pea plants for the test and found that a plant 
exposed to drought condition reacted accordingly, but so did 
the surrounding plants, although they were not experiencing 
drought. Even unrelated plants got the signal, suggesting that 
the signals are not species-specific. This research confirms vari-
ous past tests that found plants communicate by chemical and 
other means (Asaf Shtull-Trauring, “Israeli Study Shows: Plants 
‘Talk’ Through the Roots,” Haaretz.com, March 11, 2012).

God made a fantastic creation with amazing mechanisms for 
coping with difficult conditions. Plant communication is just one 
facet of those mechanisms.

Red-haired women need this much 
more painkillers than brunettes, 
according to a 2002 U.S. study 
(“Redheads Feel More Pain Than People With 
Dark Hair,” Telegraph.co.uk, March 26, 2012)

19%

Bird Brains: Brighter Than We Thought

Wind Farms May Cause Global Warming?!
Despite seeming to be the answer to the quest for clean energy, it turns out that wind farms with 
their giant looming turbines actually contribute to raising temperatures. Satellite data from large wind 
farms in Texas reveals that because of the tall turbines mixing rising warmer air with colder air near 
the ground at night, the ground is not cooled as much overnight—thus creating higher temperatures 
in the local area. The temperature variation could affect local wildlife as well as regional weather 
patterns. With many turbines going up in various places around the world every day, the long-term 
implications are being researched by experts, although there is debate about what the actual impact 
will be (Louise Gray, “Wind Farms Can Cause Climate Change, Finds New Study,” Telegraph.co.uk, 
April 29, 2012).

Plant Language
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Discovered: 
Artifacts, Possibly  
from King David’s Era 
A complex of buildings set up for religious 
worship, but without human or animal im-
ages, has been found at Khirbet Qeiyafa in the 
Valley of Elah, not far from the location of the 
ancient Philistine city of Gath. The religious 
buildings, dated between 1020 and 980 B.C., 
predate the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem 
by several decades.

The lack of worship images, in stark contrast to those of the surrounding Canaanite and Philistine 
religions, suggests this may have been a location for worship established by the Israelites when 
they followed God’s commands forbidding the worship of graven or carved images. The elaborate 
architecture of the buildings points to a time of established statehood and royal construction—
indicative of King David’s reign.

Khirbet Qeiyafa, being excavated under the direction of Professor Yosef Garfinkel of Hebrew 
University, is the first fortified Israelite city found that apparently dates to the time of David. Also 
discovered were animal bones of sheep, goats and cattle, but no pigs or human remains—which 
is in accordance with biblical commands for clean sacrificial animals and against human sacrifice 
(Rob Waugh, “Ancient Relics Are the First Definite Sign of the Bible’s King David,” DailyMail.
co.uk, May 9, 2012).

Ancient Seal Found  
in Jerusalem
A small stone seal dating to the latter part of 
the First Temple period (8th to 6th centuries 
B.C.) has been found in Jerusalem bearing the 
 inscription “Belonging to Matanyahu Ben  
Ho . . .”—with the last portion missing.

It was mixed in with the rubble of a drainage 
 tunnel from the Roman era located very close 
to the Western Wall of the Temple Mount. 
Made from semiprecious stone, the seal was 
identified during the careful process of stu-
dents sifting the rubble.

Personal seals like the one found were used 
to sign letters and other documents and were 
usually attached to a signet ring (“Hebrew Seal 
Bearing the Name ‘Matanyahu’ Uncovered in 
Jerusalem,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
May 1, 2012).

According to translation, Matanyahu means 
“giving to God”—the ending yahu denoting 
the divine name Yahweh (“First Temple Period 
‘Matanyahu’ Seal Discovered in Jerusalem,” 
BiblicalArchaeology.com, May 2, 2012). The 
Bible shows that the name, rendered in most 
English versions as Mattaniah, was in com-
mon use  during the period (2 Kings 24:17; 1 
Chronicles 9:15; 25:4; 25:16).

A find like this reinforces the accuracy of the 
 biblical record. To learn more, download or 
 request our free booklet Is the Bible True?

Wait!  
There’s More …

If you’d like to see more articles and 
our weekly commentaries, jump 
over to our website. There you’ll also 
have access to all of our back issues 
and answers to  commonly asked 
questions.

VerticalThought.org

Fewer Allergies Among Amish Farm Kids
A recent study finds that Amish kids raised on farms in northern Indiana have less asthma and 
allergies even than Swiss youngsters who grow up on farms and who have traditionally been 
remarkably allergy-free. Growing up on a farm seems to make individuals resistant to respiratory 
and allergen problems. This tendency was noted by European researchers, who were curious to 
discover if the same resilience occurred in the United States. 

Amish farmers, who share ancestry with the 
Swiss, typically use farming methods from 
the 19th century. Of the Amish farm kids 
studied, 5 percent had asthma, compared to 
6.8 percent of the Swiss. And while 25 per-
cent of the Swiss farm kids had allergies, only 
7 percent of the Amish did.

Researchers led by Dr. Mark Holbreich theo-
rized that growing up on the farm exposes 
young people to microbes, pathogens and al-
lergens at an early age, allowing the immune 
system to recognize them but not to overreact 
and produce allergic symptoms (Kerry Grens, 
“Amish Farm Kids Remarkably Immune to 
Allergies: Study,” Reuters, May 4, 2012).

27%
The portion of smartphone 
users who have used their 
phone to settle an argument in 
the previous 30 days 
(Lee Rainie and Susannah Fox, “Just-in-Time 
Information Through Mobile Connections,” 
PewInternet.org, May 7, 2012)
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