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AT A GLANCE
by Mitchell Moss

The United Church of God held anoth-
er inspiring Feast of Tabernacles to wor-
ship God and keep His festival at sites 
around the world Sept. 19-26. 

Read the reports from each site begin-
ning on page 4, and see photos from each 
site on pages 11-14.

Once again, the millennial spirit of the 
Feast blessed the Church as the Body 
rejoiced in the foretaste of the return of 
Jesus Christ and His rule on earth.

May God’s Kingdom come.   UN

Attend the Northwest 
Family Weekend 2013!

From Dec. 21-24, the Portland congre-
gation will once more host the annual 
Northwest Family Weekend. Come 
and enjoy an extended weekend filled 
with fun and fellowship. The beautiful 
Hilton Hotel in downtown Vancouver, 
Washington, will again host most of our 
events.

Activities will begin with a Sabbath 
service Saturday afternoon and teen 
and adult dances Saturday night. Sun-
day will feature basketball, volleyball 
and cheerleading with a social mixer 
Sunday evening. Smaller concurrent 
seminars will again fill Monday by popu-

Please see page 3

Above left: Agra, India. Above right: Stirling, 
Scotland. Far left: Ivory Coast. Left: Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee. Below left: Sunshine Coast, Australia.

Feast of Tabernacles 2013

MEMBERS.UCG.ORG


2  UNITED NEWS NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2013 United Church of God, an International Association  

by Donald Ward

Several years ago, I spent the day with 
Dr. Kentaro Hayashi, president of Tokyo 
University. We toured the campus of 
Ambassador College and talked about 
the similarities and differences between 
the philosophical foundations of Ameri-
can and Japanese educational systems. I 
thought that there would be vast differ-
ences since the official religion of Japan is 
Shintoism. But to my surprise, he stated 
that higher education in Japan is pat-
terned after the German model, with an 
emphasis on Greek and German philoso-

phy. This explains to a large degree why 
the Japanese have been able to function so 
well in Western society. They know how 
the West thinks.

Athens, Greece, is often called the cra-
dle of democracy and western education. 
The Greeks emphasized education of the 
whole person, summarized by the slo-
gan “a sound mind in a sound body.” The 
concept of a liberal arts education can be 
traced back to ancient Greece. But formal 
education in ancient Greece was only for 
the free man.

Shortly after arriving on the campus of 
Delta State University as a student, I saw a 
quote engraved in stone above the door of 
the hall of administration that I have nev-
er forgotten. The quote reads: “The state 
hath decreed that only free men shall be 
educated; but God hath decreed that only 
educated men shall be free.” The last part 
of the quote is in perfect harmony with 
the words of Christ in John 8:32: “You 
shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free.”

The term “liberal arts” comes from the 
Greek concept of education having to do 
with the free man. It means to liberate—
to set free. Some people have the notion 
that a liberal arts education means a lib-
eral offering of courses and exposure to 
the great books. And a degree in liberal 

arts would include such offerings. Some 
think that a liberal arts education is asso-
ciated with liberal politics or morality. 
But that idea is not true. Neither of these 
ideas explains the purpose of a true liberal 
arts education. A true liberal arts educa-
tion sets one free from fear, ignorance, 
superstition and the dogmas of man.

In order for you or me to ever be truly 
free we must know the answers to the 
great questions of life. The greatest ques-
tions of the ages are: Who is God? What 
is God? What is His purpose? And the 
corollary to those great questions is: Who 
is man? What is man? What is his pur-
pose? And most importantly, what must 
I do to inherit eternal life? Other ques-
tions center on what is good and what is 
evil? Where do we get our ideas? Which 
is greater, the state or the individual? 

What is the purpose of education? What 
is truth? What is the origin and purpose 
of the universe?

There have been four systems that have 
attempted to answer the great questions 
of the ages: true religion, false religion, 
philosophy and science. Some insight 
into these questions might be attained 

through philosophy and science. But as 
the apostle Paul states in 2 Timothy 3:7, 
the people of this world are caught in the 
trap of “ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” Only 
one system answers the spiritual intent of 
these questions, and that system is true 
religion—the truth of God. Jesus states 
that the Word of God is truth and that the 
words He speaks are spirit and life (John 

The ABCs of a True Liberal Arts Education
From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL

The Slow Tree
by Mandie Cobb

One of my favorite songs is by Mark 
Graham. In it he says, “The tree that 
grows the slowest is the strongest tree, 
and I need time to grow into the strongest 
me.” That is definitely me. And I pray he 
(and God) is right and my slow growth is 
giving me a strength and depth of roots I 
wouldn’t otherwise have.

This is important because I am in a 
challenging phase of life. I am a stay-at-
home mom of three children under the 
age of five. In the process of relocating, 
we have moved twice in the past year. And 
as a second generation Christian I have 
found “basic” skills such as Bible study to 
be challenging on my own. Around a year 
ago I was asked to be a part of an online 
Bible study group. Since then, God has 
been preparing me for this article—but 
before then, I did nothing.

Well, that’s not entirely true. For a 
month or so before Passover I really dug 
in. My first Passover was 11 years ago. I 
was 19 years old: a naïve, cocky, and fresh-
ly baptized student at Ambassador Bible 
Center. My evaluation that year consisted 
of a simple list of names. People I had hurt 
or who had hurt me, people I was strug-
gling with, some I thought would never 
speak to me again, and some I hoped nev-
er would. Looking back it wasn’t much. 
The list lacked how I contributed to all 
those broken relationships. But over the 

years, my self-examination has slowly 
been getting better.

Spring is a special time. I love doing my 
pre-Passover studies in sunshine. As win-
ter melts away there is nothing better than 
sitting in a ray of sunshine and quietly 
thinking and reading and praying. At the 
same time I’m also starting my vegetable 
garden. It’s always exciting to anticipate 
the fall harvest. But then March becomes 
April, April blossoms into May, May gives 
way to June and June heats up to July…

By the time July comes around my gar-
den is usually overrun by weeds. I usually 
spend July 4th pulling massive weeds that 
are choking my precious vegetable plants 
of space and nutrients. Inevitably I start 

crying because it’s so uncomfortable and 
hot. After all, if I would have stayed on top 
if it, I wouldn’t be doing this anyway! My 
children are more interested in complain-
ing than helping. And it always hits me 
about halfway through that my spiritual 
garden is just as bad. The good intentions 
and hope of spring have faded into the 
reality of hot, sticky summer. Life. House-
work. Kids. Projects. I find my Bible for-
gotten. Untouched even at church for lack 
of time between tending to the needs of 
three young children.

Prayers always start flooding my brain 
on that day. Prayers of repentance and 
determination to do better. And for a 
couple of weeks I’ll try. Usually I’ll open 

my Bible randomly and say, “Okay God, 
here I am!” Almost immediately a child 
intrudes. “No, it’s not snack time yet;” 
“No, we aren’t going to a friend’s house 
today;” “Can you please just give me a 
few minutes of peace?!” “MOMMY IS 
DOING BIBLE STUDY, BE QUIET!!!”

This is where some people kindly offer 
advice. I fight my human nature every 
time someone tells me I just need to get 
up before the kids and have my quiet time 
then. I feel like if I could just become that 
earlier-than-the-kids, morning-loving 
person life would go a lot smoother. And 
man, if that works for you, more power 
to you! But that is not a technique that 
works for me. 

I desire for Bible study to be a peace-
ful time where I show by example that 
spending time with God is good, and 
instead I often hear myself yelling at them 
more in that time than any other. I think 
it’s because it is so important to me, and 
because I still don’t quite know how to do 
it so concentrating is already difficult. But 
as I keep at it, they start to get the point. 
And more importantly, I begin to grow in 
patience and love.

As my roots have slowly continued to 
develop underground, I have had grow-
ing pains. I remember when my first-
born was a few months old, I had one of 
those late night talks where you can’t stop 

Please see page 23

Please see page 19

Only one system answers the spiritual intent 
of the great questions of life, and that system 

is true religion—the truth of God.
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What you think will ultimately come 
out. It’s just a matter of time. Some people 
are like a book…you know what they are 
thinking. Others are more subtle and are 
able to conceal what they really think.

Jesus, when engaged by the pesky Phari-
sees, openly pointed out their often hypo-
critical words by saying:

“Brood of vipers! How can you, being 
evil, speak good things? For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 
A good man out of the good treasure of his 
heart brings forth good things, and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure brings forth 
evil things. But I say to you that for every 
idle word men may speak, they will give 
account of it in the day of judgment. For 
by your words you will be justified, and by 
your words you will be condemned” (Matt 
hew 12:34-37).

What’s inside will ultimately come out.
If you’re joyous and in good spirits, your 

words will transparently convey this to 
those around you. These are the kinds of 
people you like being with. I love being 
around people who radiate joy through 

positive thoughts and words. That joy 
translates into good will and wonderful 
relationships.

On the other hand one who is angry, 
hateful, jealous, disgruntled or upset, 
may cover his feeling for some time when 
around others. I’m sure you know this 
from what you’ve suspected about others 
and know about yourself. You can harbor 
and pretend that you are OK, but it’s just 
a matter of time before the truth of your 
mindset is revealed. It comes out first in 
sarcasm, then gossip with confidants, then 
growing bitterness, open anger, sedition, 
passive aggressive behavior and a finale of 
being open about your ugly feelings. Tru-
ly, out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks—and it may not be pretty.

The overall judgment on the Pharisees 
was their hypocrisy. Their words and 
behavior didn’t sync up.  They spoke lofty 
words to appear godly, yet inside they were 
everything but godly. Jesus condemned 
this duplicity.

The lesson for us is this: He does want 
us to sound righteous and good, but with 
the right heart to back it up. The solution is 
to correct the heart. That’s where ungodly 
behavior starts.

Christ had another similar encounter 
when the hypocritical Pharisees judged 
Him and His disciples for eating with 

hands that were not traditionally and cer-
emonially washed. Christ said that the real 
dirt is not in what goes into our bodies, 
but what comes out: “What comes out of 
a person defiles him. For from within, out 
of the human heart, come evil ideas, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, 
evil, deceit, debauchery, envy, slander, 
pride, and folly. All these evils come from 
within and defile a person” (Mark 7:20-23).

These are good lessons to help us focus 
on properly syncing a proper heart or 
thought process with what comes out 
from us…which is usually first in words. 
You can only stay upset so long before the 
mouth will utter what’s really inside.

The same location in Mark records this 
statement of Jesus: “Well did Isaiah proph-
esy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This 
people honors Me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from Me’” (Mark 7:6).

We are in a time of learning to live peace-
ably in the Church. Part of the basis of 
peace is how we correct our thoughts with 
the right words of righteousness. We must 
search God’s Word to know the things 
in our hearts that may be corrupting our 
character, then change. We must make 
every effort to learn from the past and put 
away the things that cause division. May 
grace and peace be with you.  UN

VICTOR KUBIK
President
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Are Your Heart and Mouth 
Properly Synced?

lar demand.
Tuesday it’s up to the ski slopes on Mt. 

Hood for a day of skiing, tubing, sledding 
or just enjoying the winter landscape. 
Accommodations for skiers will be at the 
Lodges at Salmon River Meadows.

For news or questions e-mail us at 
nwweekend@gmail.com or find us on 
Facebook  by searching NWweekend. 
Starting Nov. 11 you can visit http://nww.
ucgpdx.org  for registration, lodging rates 
or event information.

Bob Dick

Prom Dress Exchange at 
Winter Family Weekend

For many teens, the ritual of prom or 
a church dance is the highlight of high 
school, but it can be an expensive ritual—
when you’re on a budget, what’s a girl 
to do? We want all of our teen girls and 
young adults to attend prom and the 
church formals without having to spend a 
lot of money.

This year at the Winter Family Weekend 
in Cincinnati we will have a prom dress 
exchange on Sunday after the seminars. 

A dedicated room with privacy screens 
will be set up where you can bring a gen-
tly worn dress and look at the dresses 
brought by others for exchange.

Please bring any clean, wearable dresses 
to the Winter Family Weekend. Also please 
include a tag with the size of the dress. 
Any dresses left over will be donated to a 
local charity unless the owner returns to 
pick it up Sunday evening.

Gary Antion

Tour Israel in 2014 
With Spring Festival 
Education Program

In the spring of 2014, the United Church 
of God Spring Festival Education Program 
will focus on the land of Israel. The pro-
gram will include touring the northern 
areas of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus 
spent much of his ministry, before head-
ing to Jerusalem where members will 
explore the Temple Mount, Old City, Heze-
kiah’s tunnel and many other historically 
important sites. Other sites will include Tel 
Aviv, Caesarea, Carmel, Megiddo, Tiberias, 
Dan, Caesarea Phillipi, and Bet Shean.

We have crafted the program with 
the 2014 Holy Day calendar in mind so 
that you will spend the New Covenant 
Passover and the First Day of Unleavened 
Bread with your home congregation and 
family, then fly to Israel to enjoy the bal-
ance of the spring festival in Israel. This will 
allow for a compact but enriching eight-

night program.
Departure will be on Wednesday, April 

16, with the return on Friday, April 25. The 
number of participants for this program 
will be limited to allow for small, intimate 
studies and lectures.

For a complete itinerary and cost details 
please call (800) 858-6999 or e-mail info@
travelgallery.com. Frank Fish, an elder with 
UCG and executive of Travel Gallery, will 
personally escort the group and coordi-
nate program details. We have asked min-
ister Randy Stiver, who was on the Ambas-
sador College Jerusalem archeological 
digs in the 1970s, to join the group to 
provide assistance with on-site Bible stud-
ies and Sabbath and Holy Day services.  
Reading the Bible among the landmarks 
of the Bible makes the people and places 
come alive in your mind—an educational 
experience of a lifetime.

Frank Fish

2013 Fall Holy Day 
Offerings Reported 

This is the preliminary report from 
the amounts reported to the home 
office. It does not include those 
amounts mailed into the home office 
by individuals.

Feast of Trumpets (Reported)
Attendance: 8,142
Offering: $571,785.67
This represents a 4.6 percent increase in 
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Continued from page 1
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Feast of Tabernacles Reports 2013
Australia
 Merimbula .................................197
 Rockingham .................................98
 Sunshine Coast .........................370
Benin ...............................................30
Bolivia .............................................24
Brazil ...............................................55
British Isles ...................................231
Cameroon .......................................31
Canada
 Abbotsford .................................112
 Canmore ....................................254
 Gros Morne .................................45
 Midland .....................................113
 Sherbrooke (satellite) ..................35
Chile ..............................................146
Colombia ........................................66
Congo ..............................................35
France ............................................110
Germany .......................................223
Ghana ..............................................39
Guatemala ....................................210
India.................................................21
Italy ................................................140
Ivory Coast .....................................41
Jamaica ..........................................282
Kenya
 Migori ........................................213
 Ogembo ......................................127
 Nakuru .......................................118
Malawi ...........................................171
Malaysia ........................................106
Mexico ...........................................280
New Zealand ..................................39
Nigeria .............................................92
Philippines
 Baguio City ................................131
 Davao City ................................409
Portugal ..........................................47
South Africa .................................128
Sri Lanka .........................................57
St. Lucia ..........................................70
Tobago .............................................76
Togo .................................................53
United States
 Anchorage ..................................287
 Bend ...........................................684
 Bigfork .......................................149
 Branson ......................................543
 Cincinnati ..................................284
 Gatlinburg .................................530
 Jekyll Island ...............................591
 Lahaina ......................................197
 New Braunfels ...........................526
 Ocean City .................................505
 Oceanside ..................................765
 Panama City Beach ..................958
 Phoenix ......................................153
 Steamboat Springs ....................433
 Wisconsin Dells .........................848
U.S. Satellite Sites
 Big Sandy ...................................105
 Tampa ..........................................55
 Tucson ..........................................45
Zambia
 Kalukanya .................................110
 Lusaka ........................................181
Zimbabwe .......................................63
Total Attendance ................... 13,037
Shut-ins who received Feast ser-

mons from the home office ....354
Total .................................... 13,391

Australia
Merimbula, New South Wales

In the seaside town of Merimbula, 
New South Wales, almost 200 members 
of God’s Church gathered together to 
celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. Most 
of them had come from the home state 
of New South Wales and the southern 
state of Victoria. There were also breth-
ren from Queensland, South Australia 
and Tasmania, with a few international 
guests thrown in. Regardless of where 
they came from, everyone congregated 
with the one warm spirit of being a part 
of God’s Church family.

The members were encouraged by the 
spiritual food of Kingdom-focused ser-
monettes and sermons. This drew every-
one’s focus to the positive outcome of our 
calling in God’s great plan of salvation. 
Messages such as being sojourners now, 
recommitting ourselves to God’s law, the 
Sabbath-millennial rest, our roles under 
Jesus Christ, the great peace and healing 
mankind is set to experience, and how 
God’s Spirit will be made available to the 
world were just some of the topics that 
refreshed the hope of what God is set to 
accomplish come the return of Christ.

One longtime member stated that it 
didn’t matter how many years he’d kept 
God’s Feast, there was always something 
new to learn and appreciate.

There were also several items of special 
music that enhanced services, with one 
family writing and performing a song 
tailored to the Eighth Day.

Intertwined with the daily services we 
enjoyed lots of friendly activities and 
fellowship. This included an interac-
tive games evening and a family picnic 
afternoon. Both activities brought all 
ages of the Church together, building 
and strengthening relationships between 
youngsters and “oldsters.”

Merimbula is a picturesque location, 
and the weather was just right to appre-
ciate all the blessings God pours on His 
people. It has been a wonderful Feast 
site over the years, and once again it did 
not disappoint. God’s people were truly 

able to revere Him and rejoice before our 
Creator!

Matthew Sieff

Rockingham, Western 
Australia

The Feast this year in Rockingham, 
Western Australia, went exceptionally 
well. This marked our fifth year to keep 
the Feast of Tabernacles in this beautiful 
site and sixth in the W. State. 

In Rockingham, 98 brethren were 
fed daily an excellent spiritual banquet 
about God’s soon coming Kingdom and 
how God is preparing us a place to serve 
in His perfect government.

Some of the greatest highlights of the 
Feast were the messages, which were 
very inspiring, motivational and uplift-
ing. God also blessed us with wonderful 
special music in the form of piano and 
vocal solos, duets, and choirs, which 
blended with the messages to provide us 
a very positive and encouraging environ-
ment in which to worship God.

Another highlight were the opportuni-
ties for exceptionally warm-hearted and 
hospitable fellowship. Social activities 
like the meet and greet, family day pic-
nic and games, family bug’s night (more 
on this later), ladies high tea, river cruise 
in Fremantle and an afternoon 10-pin 
bowling activity for the youth were all 
great opportunities to just get together. 
They were well attended and very much 
enjoyed by all.

God also greatly blessed us with great 
weather! For family day, what was pre-
dicted by the weather bureau to be a 
rainy and overcast afternoon turned 
out to be a wonderful afternoon of sun-
shine. Many enjoyed a great afternoon of 
games, including tug-of-war, pétanque 
(also known as bocce ball), relays and 
cricket. Others just enjoyed watching the 
games, talking, eating and relaxing.

Saturday night was the “bugs night,” a 
family games night where a number of 
youth and adults alike dressed up in very 
creative costume as bugs to keep with the 
theme of the night. Those not joining in 
the games for the evening turned their 

hand to encaustic art and created some 
very beautiful Feast cards.

Many ladies at the Feast delighted in 
hearty conversations and tea treats dur-
ing the ladies high tea afternoon. One 
spontaneous moment took place when 
some of the women, both young and 
young at heart, laid on the floor for a 
photoshoot. That provided a lot of laugh-
ter!

We also enjoyed a great afternoon 
cruising the Swan River from Fremantle 
to Perth. The three-hour cruise allowed 
us to see the beautiful sights of Perth and 
Fremantle that can only be viewed from 
the water.

And on the Eighth Day, everyone 
enjoyed a sumptuous lunch together 
between services.

The physical activities enhanced our 
opportunities to serve and fellowship 
with one another.

Those who couldn’t attend the Feast 
this year were not forgotten, as caring 
members made sure cards were signed 
and sent to them.

The eight days passed far too quickly, 
but it certainly was a rewarding time for 
all of God’s people who gathered and 
rejoiced during God’s festival.

Shawn Balugo

Sunshine Coast, Queensland
The name of this site lived up to the 

weather—eight days of sunshine and 
warm weather made great opportunities 
for beach lovers. This ideal location pro-
vided wonderful opportunities for the 
fellowship of 370 brethren.

Messages were outstanding and made 
strong emphasis on God’s powerful 
intervention to create a whole new world 
for man. Our growth and development 
to participate in that new era was also 
a major emphasis. Organization of the 
Feast was ably carried out by our capa-
ble volunteers who created a delightful 
atmosphere inside our excellent meet-
ing venue for our services and activities 
alike.

Bill Bradford
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Benin
Porto Novo 

In Benin, the Feast of Tabernacles 2013 
took place in the political capital of Porto 
Novo. A spirit of sharing, love and humil-
ity was demonstrated throughout the 
Feast.

We were blessed with spiritually 
enriching messages, based on our pres-
ent responsibility toward our brothers 
and sisters around the world and in the 
Kingdom of God.

We were also able to take a trip to the 
beach where we played a variety of games. 
The children really liked their lessons, 
which motivated them every day. All 
the brethren send their gratitude toward 
those who helped us, so that this Feast 
could take place in peace and joy.

We left feeling equipped with many 
biblical lessons and are grateful to God, 
who made this Feast a reality.

Rose & Pierre Ogoudele
 

Bolivia
Coroico

The congregations of the United 
Church of God in Bolivia, together with 
our international visitors, joyfully cel-
ebrated the Feast of Tabernacles at the 
elegant Rio Selva Resort, which is located 
in the Yungas semitropical region, two 
hours from La Paz, Bolivia. It is an area 
known for its breathtaking views, color-
ful butterflies and tropical fruits and veg-
etables.

The Rio Selva Resort has 11 pools, and 
all the meals were included as a delicious 
buffet. Some days turned out to be cloudy 
and a bit cool, but all the activities were 
carried out without a problem. There 
were 24 brethren in attendance, includ-
ing three members from Chile. We had 
a wonderful atmosphere of unity and 
peace, further strengthening our Chris-
tian fellowship in the Church.

Services were held regularly every day 
of the Feast, including special music fea-
turing our little children. We also had 
Bible studies in the evenings. Jaime Diaz, 
a ministerial trainee from Chile, gave sev-
eral sermons.

All of us could feel God’s protection and 
love as we longed for that abundant life 
He promises us in His coming wonderful 
Kingdom.

Raul Machicao

Brazil
Roraima

The 2013 Feast of Tabernacles in Bra-
zil was held in United’s hall in Maloca 
de Moscou. There were 55 brethren who 
attended the Feast.

Opening services started on the eve-
ning of the first night after sunset with 
songs by the brethren. Services were held 
every day of the Feast with the assistance 
of recorded videos from Jorge de Campos 
and from other men in the congregation.

In preparation for the Feast, excusal 
letters were produced for every school 

going child in the village. However, the 
school’s director in Maloca de Moscou 
did not grant the children permission 
to be excused for the Feast. Due to the 
developing circumstance, Carlos Mateus 
da Silva, a member of the congregation 
and the current elected tribal leader of 
the village (the Tuchau), went to talk to 
the school director and managed to get 
the required permission for the children. 
He also invited the director to attend ser-
vices if she so wished to. We thank God 
for opening these doors.

Well, believe it or not, the school direc-
tor came to the morning services on the 
Eighth Day. She came with a few of the 
school’s children. The attendance on that 
service rose to 103.

Various activities were conducted dur-
ing the Feast such as gymkhana, football, 
volleyball, dominoes, cards, chess and a 
talent show among others.

Veronica Gomes, a university stu-
dent in Boa Vista, near Maloca, said: “I 
can affirm that we had a marvelous and 
inspiring Feast of Tabernacles, in which 
our understanding of the wonderful 
world tomorrow grew and brought a new 
understanding to the many new members 
present at the Feast for the first time. It was 
very profitable to our physical and spiri-
tual life. We thank those from the home 
office who have assisted us financially and 
in prayers for a successful Feast.”

The brethren in Maloca de Moscou 
are now excitedly awaiting for the 2014 
Feast. It is open to overseas visitors and 
will be held at the lovely Eco-Park near 
Boa Vista, which has a capacity for 200 to 
300 people. We welcome you to consider 
serving these brethren, if you are able to, 
by attending the Feast in Brazil next year. 
More details will be available soon.

Jorge de Campos

British Isles
Stirling, Scotland

Members of the United Church of God 
from the British Isles and overseas met 
together for the Feast of Tabernacles in 
the Scottish city of Stirling. This was the 
third time in six years that the Feast was 
held in Stirling.

A total of 244 adults, teens, children 
and infants registered, with attendees 
from the U.S. (140), Australia (8), Canada 
(6), Sweden (2), and the British Isles (88). 
UCG’s Stirling congregation was joined 
by members from the other British Isles 
congregations, plus some visitors, and 
several others at home were able to watch 
some of the services live via Skype. The 
highest attendance of 231 was recorded 
on the weekly Sabbath.

Stirling was blessed with sufficient 
elders, deacons and other men to allow 
a Feast speaking schedule that included 
sermons, split sermons and sermonettes 
from several different speakers. The mes-
sages focused on aspects of rulership with 
Jesus Christ at His return, with all of God’s 
people being prepared for their roles.

In addition to the Holy Day, Sabbath 
and daily services, the program included 
a hymn singalong (which provided an 

opportunity for newer or less-experi-
enced songleaders to enhance their skills), 
a marriage enrichment seminar present-
ed by Randy and Kay Schreiber from the 
U.S. and a teen Bible study. Four baptisms 
took place as the Feast got underway, and 
several of those present were attending 
their first Feast of Tabernacles.

The services and other activities had 
a distinct Scottish flavor, with several 
speakers and other men with Scottish 
heritage wearing formal kilt dress. A pip-
er brought the distinctive sound of the 
bagpipes to the meeting hall.

Bus tours visited historic and scenic 
places of interest and grandeur, including 
Scone Palace, Loch Ness, Glencoe and 
the Highlands. A walking tour of Stirling 
provided an opportunity for appreciating 
local history and handling some ancient 
artifacts.

Well supported social evenings, includ-
ing a ceilidh and a talent show, provided 
memorable highlights. On the last eve-
ning by popular demand one final session 
of Scottish country dancing rounded off 
this year’s Feast.

David Fenney

Cameroon
Douala

This year 31 enthusiastic Feastgoers 
attended the Feast in the city of Douala, 
the port city and economic capital of 
Cameroon. Douala is a commercial city 
with a population of 4 million. It was here 
that the first Portuguese explorers landed. 
They found many shrimp in the Wouri 
River and named it the Rio Dos Cama-
roes, which means “river of shrimp.” This 
is how our country got its name: Camer-
oon.

Due to illness and distance, some fami-
lies were not able to attend. We had all 
our services and activities in our church 
complex. In this complex God blessed us 
with 14 bedrooms, a kitchen, toilets, a 
room for meals, a break room for seniors, 
meeting rooms, an office and a room to 
keep our equipment.

It was a very beautiful Feast and was 
enriching for all.

Moise Elisée Mabout

Canada
Abbotsford, British Columbia

Cooler temperatures brought a touch of 
fall, but we experienced sunshine almost 
every day throughout the entire Feast on 
Canada’s west coast. Close to 100 gath-
ered in Abbotsford with attendance aver-
aging 98 and a high attendance of 112 on 
the final day.

Again this year we had several visitors 
from the U.S. including members from 
Pittsburgh, Kansas City, Phoenix, Chi-
cago, Salt Lake City, Los Angeles, Min-
nesota, Indiana, and Washington. Cana-
dian brethren were also present from four 
western provinces: Manitoba, Saskatche-
wan, Alberta and British Columbia. This 
allowed for a wonderful opportunity 
to make new friends with lots of warm 

friendship and fellowship.
Visiting elders Jim Cowell from Pitts-

burgh, Bruce and Leif Anderson from 
Minnesota, as well as local speakers and 
song leaders, provided strong messages 
with an emphasis on preparing today for 
the soon coming Kingdom of God.

We were blessed with special music 
each day, including performances from 
the Abbotsford festival choir. Hymn lyr-
ics were projected on the screen as well.

All activities were well attended. Some 
of our American brethren enjoyed bowl-
ing 5-pin instead of 10-pin, which they 
had never experienced before.

Once again, the dance and the buffet 
dinner were highlights at this festival site. 
The dance featured a nine-piece orchestra 
with music reminiscent of the big band 
era.

We had close to 100 percent attendance 
for the late afternoon buffet on the sev-
enth day, which allowed attendees one 
last chance to dine together as members 
of God’s family before the Eighth Day fes-
tival observance.

Festival greetings from other sites 
were read each day and appreciated. 
Even though God’s people may have 
been many miles away, the spirit of unity 
among God’s people was apparent.

Comments on this year’s Feast video 
were very positive.

There were lots of handshakes and hugs 
as brethren departed after another won-
derful uplifting Feast of Tabernacles in 
Abbotsford.

David Palmer

Canmore, Alberta
This is the third year we held a Feast in 

Canmore. The weather was good, except 
for some occasional light rain. This put 
a nice dusting of fresh snow on the sur-
rounding mountain peaks. The atten-
dance was consistent, with a high of 254 
on the Sabbath. Activities included a Fri-
day night Bible study; children’s festival 
lessons; a teen study; a family day activity, 
which included a lunch of hot dogs and a 
boat cruise on Lake Minnewanka; a group 
booking at Oh Canada Eh dinner theatre; 
a seniors luncheon; a variety show and a 
ministerial dinner. We also had a dona-
tion box to help out with local flood relief. 
This has been spear-headed through the 
Rotary Club and the town of Canmore. 
Because of extenuating circumstances, we 
had the blessing of children for two fami-
lies. This was very special for Don Hooser 
as he got to bless his first grandchild, and 
for the Klassen family from the North 
West Territories, who live about a thou-
sand miles away from their local church 
congregation.

Volunteers pitched in to help make 
things run very smoothly. We were able 
to project the hymn lyrics as well as a vid-
eo image of the speakers onto a 10-foot 
screen on the stage. The hotel staff com-
mented on the warmth and friendliness 
of the group. Members commented on 
how much they enjoyed the messages 
and special music. There was very little 
sickness, and God’s spirit in action was 
evident. From the housing survey forms, 
some overall comments said: It was fan-
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tastic...We love Canmore...Amazing site…
This is a great venue! Spectacular scenery 
and very nice people...Three years and 
we haven’t seen it all yet… Fantastic, pic-
turesque, beautiful, millennial setting...
Thanks to all those who made things run 
so smoothly!

Thanks be most of all to our loving 
Father and His beloved Son who give us 
these beautiful festivals!

Rainer Salomaa

Gros Morne, Newfoundland
A total of 45 brethren from the United 

States and Canada attended the Feast in 
the beautiful Gros Morne National Park, 
a world heritage site located on the west 
coast of Newfoundland.

The scenery of the west coast of New-
foundland is spectacular, making it a 
perfect location for the Feast. Some of 
the brethren, before the Feast, drove the 
four hours north to L’anse aux Meadows 
to visit the site of a Viking village dated 
to A.D. 1000. Others travelled the roads 
in search of lighthouses, waterfalls and 
remains of sunken ships.

All the brethren stayed on site at the 
Shallow Bay motel and convention cen-
ter. The Shallow Bay offered brethren an 
option of a motel room, a guest house, a 
two-bedroom cabin or a bed and break-
fast home.

The meeting hall featured a wall of win-
dows opening up onto a balcony over-
looking the ocean.

Three elders, Ken Skorseth of South 
Dakota, Lonnie  Johnson of Missouri, 
and Larry DeLong of Alberta, shared the 
speaking assignments along with Neil 
DeLong, a deacon from Alberta.

The messages dovetailed together, 
describing what to expect in the Mil-
lennium and the Kingdom of God, what 
our roles as kings and priests will be, and 
examining if we are preparing ourselves 
for those roles and responsibilities.

Special music was very much appreci-
ated with a combination of solos, duets, a 
piano solo and three choir pieces.

Activities included a meet-and-greet, 
a Bible study, a ladies tea, a boat trip on 
Western Brook Pond, dinner dance, a 
variety night and a hymn sing.

The dinner/dance included entertain-
ment featuring local professional sing-
ers who sang traditional Newfoundland 
songs, as well as members of the local 
community who taught the brethren the 
figure-eight reel. The variety night fea-
tured two hours and 24 separate “acts” 
from the 45 brethren attending.

Gros Morne  proved to be popular 
with the brethren, spending most of their 
time eating, touring, and fellowshipping 
together. One of those attending com-
mented, “I reserve the term awesome 
for describing God, however the Feast in 
Gros Morne was awesome.” Another said: 
“This Feast was so tranquil and peaceful, 
even when you went outside the motel 
you felt the peace and tranquility of the 
area. This Feast was truly the best ever.” 
The experience truly gave us a picture of 
the Kingdom of God.

As we were checking out, the motel staff 
gave us goodbye hugs. They said we were 
all very special people and asked us to 
please come back.

The level of tranquility and peace we 
had experienced became evident as we 
arrived at the airport (1.5 hour drive 
south) with the sound of airplanes, big 
trucks, helicopters and sirens.

God truly gave a small glimpse of the 
Kingdom.

Larry DeLong

Midland, Ontario
“Very warm and enjoyable.” “Real-

ly appreciated the smaller Feast site.” 
“Would love to return again next year.” 
These were just a few of the comments 
made from the brethren who attended 
the Midland Feast site.

Our high attendance was 113. The first 
and last Holy Days were well attended at 
90 and 109 respectively, with the average 
being 99.

Opening night services provided 75 
brethren with a message from Pat Read 
titled “Orientation Week.” It outlined how 
the Day of Atonement was the closing 
of this present evil age when its current 
“owner” will be put into jail. The world 
tomorrow will be under “New Manage-
ment,” and its new Owner will require His 
children to learn a very detailed program 
on how to make it succeed.

Our messages were encouraging and 
enlightening, providing the brethren with 
the desire to continually move forward, 
drawing on the power of God’s Word to 
make it to the Kingdom.

Our meet-and-greet provided fam-
ily members an opportunity to get reac-
quainted. On Saturday, 55 of our seniors 
enjoyed a wonderful brunch and heard a 
message from Keith Haab. The following 
day provided sunshine and warm tem-
peratures for our family day at Little Lake 
Park, where 66 brethren ate pizza and 
spent time talking and playing games.

Tuesday afternoon 42 brethren had the 
opportunity to hear from Ron Muir as he 
related his story of living with blindness 
and guide dogs in a presentation called 
“Special Partners.” Donations were col-
lected for LifeNets.

A Wednesday afternoon boat cruise 
on the Georgian Queen provided the 
brethren with picture-perfect weather 
and calm waters as we sailed through 
the Thirty Thousand Islands area, enjoy-
ing food and fellowship for a little over 
31⁄2 hours. Other well attended activities 
included a presentation from Mehernosh 
Damania on the “Seven Churches of Rev-
elation,” a hymn sing and a variety night.

After a well attended lunch between 
services the closing sermon was given 
by Anthony Wasilkoff. It was titled “The 
Amazing Second Resurrection.” He 
reminded us that there will be billions of 
individuals that have never known God’s 
way of life who will need to be taught 
by those of us who have the privilege to 
know it now.

Services concluded with “God Be With 
You.” With many warm words and hugs, 

the family of God that had come together 
in Midland, Ontario, began to head home 
with a renewed desire for God’s Kingdom 
and the hope of seeing each other again 
next year.

Patrick Read

Sherbrooke, Quebec 
(Satellite)

Many of the Montreal brethren were 
faced with health and financial issues that 
prevented them from traveling the long 
distance to their assigned Feast site. It was 
determined that a satellite site would be 
necessary, so a site in Sherbrooke, Que-
bec, was organized and booked. With an 
initial registration of 16, interest in this 
site grew to 32 including children.

The Feast took place in the picturesque 
tourist region of the Eastern Townships 
(Cantons-de-l’Est) of Quebec. The scen-
ery is breathtaking, especially in the fall 
when the foliage waves its myriad colors 
throughout the rolling hills drenched in 
the bright fall sun.

The townships had a host of attractions, 
activities, restaurants and accommoda-
tions to satisfy every taste and a variety 
of activities for everyone. This area is the 
getaway region for city folks for day or 
weekend vacations.

The Feast of Tabernacles site was at the 
Hôtellerie Jardins de Ville (City Gardens 
Hotel) situated near the outskirts of the 
charming city of Sherbrooke. The hotel 
has a country look and charm offering 
regular rooms, rooms with kitchenettes 
and condos.

The overall attendance (excluding 
opening night) averaged 29, with a high 
of 35 on the weekly Sabbath. Services 
were received via Internet webcast from 
Panama City Beach in Florida. The time 
zone difference meant that services were 
held one hour later in Sherbrooke. This 
allowed for extra time in the morning to 
prepare for the service but also influenced 
the type of group activities after services. 
Everyone kept busy with invitations for 
fellowshipping at one another’s dwellings 
for lunches and suppers.

Suggestions for group activities were 
open to all who attended the site. A 
group dinner after the weekly Sabbath 
took place at the Buffet Des Continents. 
The group of 31 adults and children had 
a wonderful family time in a reserved sec-
tion of the enormous restaurant that fea-
tures dishes from the different continents 
of the world.

Tuesday night was movie night at the 
meeting hall. One of the brethren suggest-
ed a movie, and others prepared popcorn 
bags, candy bowls and an assortment of 
chocolates with refreshments. It was truly 
a family atmosphere at the movies for the 
25 who attended.

On the Eighth Day of the Feast, 24 
adults and children enjoyed a luncheon 
in the hotel restaurant reserved for our 
group only. The food was excellent, 
relaxed and again in a family atmosphere. 
You know everyone is having a wonderful 
time when the waitress takes the time to 
pick up one of the 7-month-old children 

while Mom and Dad get to enjoy their 
meal.

The 2013 Feast in Sherbrooke was 
peaceful, friendly and filled with a will-
ingness to participate and serve. Every-
one enjoyed the physical food and togeth-
erness, but also appreciated the variety of 
spiritual food made available from the 
Panama City Beach Feast site.

Achille Vitale

Chile
Olmue

The Feast of Tabernacles was held this 
year in Olmué, a new location in the pic-
turesque Santiago valley, approximately 
70 miles northwest from Santiago, the 
capital of Chile.

We felt the mighty hand of God during 
the Feast, with fine weather and His con-
stant protection. The days were mostly 
sunny and warm, so we were able to take 
advantage of the outdoor pool in the 
place.

There were 146 in attendance. Visitors 
came from Argentina, the U.S., Uruguay, 
Colombia and Venezuela. We had two 
baptisms during the Feast, a lady from 
Venezuela and another from Chile. They 
were baptized at the hotel’s indoor pool.

Activities included a get-together to 
welcome everyone, a youth dance, a talent 
show, a barbecue provided by the speech 
club, a cafe concert organized and pre-
pared by the Church youth, and a seniors 
and a ladies tea.

This year we were blessed with an 
excellent breakfast and lunch prepared 
by the hotel staff. This allowed all of us 
to eat together, and it turned out to be a 
welcomed break for the ladies.

The week passed rapidly, and overall 
the feeling was one of harmony and grati-
tude to our Father, who brought us to this 
beautiful place. We were able to experi-
ence what it says in Psalm 133: “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for breth-
ren to dwell together in unity!”

Jaime Gallardo

Colombia
Cartagena

We started and ended this year’s Feast 
with a minor inconvenience—no elec-
tricity—but sandwiched in between that 
small challenge was a fabulous Feast in 
our new location in Cartagena, Colom-
bia. There were 42 Colombians who 
welcomed 24 U.S. and Canadian breth-
ren for a total family of 66. We enjoyed 
the comfortable accommodations at the 
Hotel Regatta Cartagena, located in the 
area of Bocagrande, nestled on the Carib-
bean Sea.

We all enjoyed the three generous buf-
fet meals provided each day. The unlimit-
ed selection of regional and international 
cuisine kept everyone happy, healthy and 
rejoicing during this Feast of abundance. 
The spacious, air-conditioned rooms 
offered panoramic views of the sea and 
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the picturesque city. Services were con-
veniently held in the same hotel on the 
10th floor.

The opening night of the Feast, we 
were encouraged by the festival coordi-
nator to observe that God was here with 
us, and to appreciate that as we celebrated 
His Feast for the next eight days. This was 
made even more evident by the messages 
focused on the Kingdom of God and the 
work that we must do now to prepare for 
that time. The Bible Study on Friday eve-
ning helped remind us of God’s purpose 
for His Sabbath. This was also evident 
shortly after the Feast started, when the 
hotel’s group coordinator asked us what 
religion we were. When she was told that 
we believed in Jesus Christ and kept the 
seventh-day Sabbath and Holy Days that 
He did, she turned and said sincerely, “I 
keep the seventh day Sabbath, too.” In a 
country that is 90 percent Catholic, this 
was shocking to learn. We felt that it was 
more than just a coincidence of using this 
hotel and working with her.

Some of the highlights of the Feast 
included the family dance, where every-
one was encouraged to participate in the 
evening’s theme by dressing up as a pirate 
of the Caribbean. Many of the ladies par-
ticipated in the ladies afternoon activity 
to learn a new skill of making decorated 
towels. We had 100 percent participa-
tion on the Chiva bus tour, which took 
us to major sites around the city for the 
afternoon. We would like to thank the 
San Diego, Los Angeles, Bakersfield and 
Redlands congregations for making that 
activity possible. The talent show provid-
ed an evening of uplifting songs, cultural 
dances and intriguing skits to entertain 
us late into the night. The children thor-
oughly enjoyed the children’s Bible study 
where they learned about trusting in 
God, and had the opportunity to use that 
faith and trust in trying to kill a life size 
Goliath with a handmade sling.

Genuine, warm fellowship at services, 
at meals, on the beach, and at activities 
brought everyone together as a family 
and unified the brethren from the three 
nations represented. After the Eighth 
Day we departed for our homes with 
joy-filled hearts, memories of a week 
with our family new and old, and look-
ing forward to the coming year.

Gayle & Scott Hoefker

Congo
Mbudi

Mboté.
That means “hello” in Lingala, the local 

language in the Congo.
Sunny weather welcomed 35 brethren 

attending the Feast at Verbis Center in 
Mbudi.

Near Kinshasa, the capital of DR 
Congo, Feastgoers enjoyed spiritual and 
physical food. Many brethren performed 
special music and organized activities.

Thank you for your generous help, 
which made this Feast possible.

Moise Elisée Mabout

France
La Grande Motte

This year 110 people celebrated the 
Feast of Tabernacles in La Grande Motte, 
France, near Montpellier, and within a 
few minutes’ walk of the Mediterranean. 
The weather was lovely with sunshine 
every day and temperatures in the 70s 
during the day and cool at night.

La Grande Motte is an all inclusive site, 
with pine trees shading clusters of small 
apartments set at ground level and meals 
shared together. The spacious grounds 
and swimming pools invited relaxing 
walks and fellowship. French cuisine lived 
up to its reputation. Bon appétit!

We heard inspiring messages in both 
French and English, reminding us to 
focus our lives on the coming Kingdom of 
God and the part we will play in it. Friday 
evening, we had small-group interactive 
Bible studies. We also had a rich variety 
of special music.

For family day, we took a short 15 min-
ute walk to the Mediterranean, where 
people could relax on the beach, play 
games, swim (cool but refreshing), or just 
fellowship. We also had a family dance 
that saw people on the dance floor until 
its conclusion.

Three excursions were organized to 
locations featuring nature and history. 
These included: Le Pont du Gard, with 
its astonishing tri-level Roman aqueduct 
bridging the river below; the Roman coli-
seum in Nîmes; and the medieval village 
of Saint-Guilhem-le-Désert, which traces 
its origins to A.D. 800 and to Guilhem, a 
cousin of Charlemagne. We also visited a 
cavern, discovered only after World War 
II, and saw its beautiful rock formations. 

The French brethren were very grate-
ful to all the visitors who came from from 
Canada, England, Sweden, Australia, and 
of course the United States. It made it 
possible for them to have a joyful Feast of 
Tabernacles with more fellowship oppor-
tunities.

Tim & Maryse Pebworth

Germany
Schluchsee

The beautiful Black Forest in southern 
Germany was the site of the Feast for 223 
brethren from 10 different countries. 
After a very stormy arrival day, the Feast 
site was blessed with the most beautiful 
sunny weather for the entire eight days. 
The nice weather and beautiful scenery 
added to the focus of the Kingdom of 
God in this year’s messages. The services 
were held in the village hall, which pro-
vided a beautiful view of the lake. The 
services were translated simultaneously 
into English or German as needed.

The Feast began with rousing music, 
beautiful flowers and glowing candles, 
setting the stage for a wonderful Feast. 
The welcome evening provided us the 
opportunity to greet old friends and 
meet new ones. The German brethren 
expressed much gratitude to all the visi-
tors who came from as far as Australia 
and the U.S., allowing them to have a 

wonderful Feast of Tabernacles with lots 
of fellowship opportunities in a family 
atmosphere.

The Feast activities began with a Bible 
study for the seniors, a horse carriage 
ride through the sunny Black Forest with 
the children and their parents and grand-
parents, and a youth activity that again 
challenged their go-kart driving skills.

Frank McCrady presented a marriage 
seminar which was a great success and 
very much appreciated by the audience. 
This year’s excursion tour took us to 
Freiburg, the sunniest city of Germany. 
There was also bowling for the seniors, 
volleyball, a women’s breakfast, men’s 
and women’s discussions, hymn singing, 
variety show and dance evening.

The youth had several interactive 
Bible studies, where they discussed how 
to develop a solid relationship with God 
and the process of conversion.

There were three baptism ceremonies 
at the end of the Feast, two members 
from the Munich congregation and one 
member from the Darmstadt congrega-
tion.

The farewell evening after the Eighth 
Day gave us the opportunity to say good-
bye to each other. There were lots of 
handshakes and hugs as brethren depart-
ed after eight days of warm fellowship in 
a millennial setting.

Jesmina Allaoua

Ghana
Akosombo

For the second time in a row, Ghana 
held the Feast of Tabernacles in Ako-
sombo, a small town in the eastern region 
of Ghana surrounded by beautiful moun-
tains and through which the Volta River 
flows. It was a beautiful setting and pro-
vided a pleasant environment for God’s 
appointed Feast to be observed.

With a peak attendance of 39, includ-
ing five Americans, the Feast at Akosom-
bo was an example of one big, happy and 
motivated family buoyed up by spiritu-
ally enriching messages. There was an 
unmistakable, palpable sense that indeed 
our business is all about relationships—
our relationship with God and our fellow 
man.

Before the Mickelsons departed to keep 
the rest of the Feast with our brethren 
in Togo, beautiful golden paper crowns 
were given to all by Mrs. Mickelson, 
bringing into sharp focus our heritage as 
kings and priests in God’s soon coming 
Kingdom.

It truly was a Feast of joy and great 
delight as seen during the family day 
socials at Sajuna Beach on the Volta Riv-
er. In the placid setting of imposing hills 
and lush vegetation, members enjoyed 
boat rides and a variety of games.

Other highlights included a special 
music performance by the children’s 
group using recorders (flutes) and a xylo-
phone, delicious communal meals, and 
regular, lively fellowshipping that attest-
ed to the bonding and priceless friend-
ships of God’s people.

The special privilege and blessing of 

being able to keep God’s commanded 
Feast is a gem that we will continue to 
treasure for eternity!

Joseph Franklin Hiagbe

Guatemala
Lake Atitlan

Again God blessed us with a wonderful 
Feast at Lake Atitlan, Guatemala. There 
were 210 people at the Feast with visitors 
from Canada, the United States, Mexico, 
El Salvador, and Panama. Mark Rorem, 
an elder in the San Francisco area, had not 
visited the brethren in Guatemala since 
the early 1970s. He is fluent in Spanish 
and English, and was able to reacquaint 
himself with several there, including Isra-
el Robledo, the pastor, whom he knew as 
a teen.

The weather was great with sunny days 
prevailing during the Feast. Activities 
included: a family dance, ladies tea, tal-
ent show, boat tour, senior dinner, family 
day, and a youth seminar, with 58 youths 
attending.

An outstanding part of the Feast was 
the different choirs that performed. There 
was an adult choir, a youth choir, and a 
children’s choir.

There were also two baptisms per-
formed during the Feast. One lady was 
from El Salvador and the other from 
Panama.

It was truly a joyous time. We all 
enjoyed realizing that God is asking us to 
love His ways while He prepares a people 
to serve under Jesus in His coming King-
dom, which is pictured by this Feast.

Israel Robledo

India
Agra

We serve a loving and gracious God, 
and He provides for us in ways we do not 
always expect.

Our Indian brethren planned to join 
our Sri Lankan brethren at the Kukalagu-
ga Laya Leisure Resort for this year’s Feast 
of Tabernacles.

Plans had been made, and excitement 
was increasing, when several Indian 
brethren found out they might not be able 
to attend the Feast due to health difficul-
ties or the inability to get passports. How-
ever God in His loving kindness provided 
an alternative plan for 21 of us when we 
were able to keep the last half of the Feast 
in Agra, India, at the beautiful Wyndham 
Hotel.

Five of us traveled from the Feast site 
in Sri Lanka (my wife and I, George and 
Shobha Samuel and Carol Prins) and 
joined our brothers and sisters in Agra for 
the last half of the Feast. God blessed us 
with a beautiful location for services, fel-
lowship and an evening game night and 
variety show. Sermons were translated 
into the Hindi language for those unable 
to understand English, and we packed 
eight days of feasting, sermon messages, 
the Feast film and wonderful fellowship 
into three joyful days. It was truly a bless-
ing to see God’s spirit working in love, 
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unity and service to one another.
The brethren were thankful and very 

appreciative for the blessing of God’s 
Feast and the rehearsal of the coming 
Kingdom of God. A bright light was shin-
ing during the Feast in Agra, in a country 
that knows little of the one true God. The 
Indian brethren are looking forward to 
a new world of hope, happiness and the 
knowledge of God throughout the land.

David Schreiber

Italy
Sabaudia

Our heartfelt thanks go to all the breth-
ren who celebrated the Feast of Taber-
nacles with us in Sabaudia, Italy. Our 
highest attendance was 140. There were 
more than 142 participants (including 
children) from the United States of Amer-
ica, United Kingdom, Canada, Germany, 
Australia, Romania, and of course Italy, 
with four additional new members.

During the Feast we were spiritually 
nourished by very inspiring and powerful 
messages. We also offered cultural tours 
to Pompeii, Rome and the Vatican muse-
ums. The tours were part of our Feast edu-
cational program in relation to ancient 
Christianity vs. paganism. History came 
alive before our eyes. Furthermore, we 
had wonderful weather all eight days of 
the Feast. This allowed memorable social 
activities such as an amusing talent show, 
a very enjoyable evening dance and fam-
ily day games on a golden sandy beach 
with a blue sea. Brethren of all ages, sin-
gles and families, had the opportunity to 
renew their long-time friendships as well 
as to make new friends by spending time 
in Christian fellowship.

At the end of the Feast there was a send-
off toward the blue sky to say “goodbye” to 
the brethren before their departure from 
the Feast site. They were moving and 
unforgettable moments. Many brethren 
have written to us in appreciation. Yet we 
are the ones who need to sincerely express 
our gratefulness for their presence, friend-
ship and support. There are not adequate 
words to thank all the brethren, adults and 
children, who have contributed with their 
presence and their joyful singing voices in 
making the Feast memorable once again. 
Church services were held in the newly 
restored hotel meeting hall. The hotel is 
like a jewel, which reminds us every day 
of the Feast of the beauty of God’s King-
dom. With renewed anticipation, we do 
hope to see many more brethren next 
year. Our heartfelt thanks and  invitation 
goes to all our brethren around the world.

Carmelo Anastasi

Ivory Coast
Lamé

Magnifique, splendide and mémorable, 
would be the words to describe the 2013 
Feast in the Ivory Coast.

It was the first time brethren from 
Lamé and some from Man and Diagoulé 

met together for the Feast in many years. 
With 41 in attendance at the Cenera 
Center Lamé our Feast site was well orga-
nized. One of the great moments of the 
Feast was the ordination of Felix Tia as 
a deacon.

We enjoyed the Feast very much.
Moise Elisée Mabout

Jamaica
Ocho Rios

Eight days of solid spiritual feasting on 
sermons and seminars were enjoyed by 
282 in Jamaica. God’s covenant people 
knew why they had come before Him, to 
enjoy a foretaste of His coming Kingdom.

Sermons were especially well planned 
and useful. They generated a stronger 
desire for the Christ-like mind. The 
PowerPoint presentations and personal 
vignettes and stories made the under-
standing very clear. The congregation 
took home full notebooks of thoughts 
they captured from the strong and moti-
vating messages.

There were five tours to points of inter-
est. We also enjoyed various educational 
and recreational activities. Some high-
lights included the outreach program 
visiting the “Blessed Assurance” orphan-
age for disabled children, wonderful spe-
cial music and feasting together with the 
local brethren. All the Jamaican brethren 
enjoyed lodging at the hotel thanks to the 
donations of visiting Church members. It 
gave them a taste of the Kingdom.

The annual Jamaican ladies tea was 
attended by 80. The theme “Apples of 
Gold in Pictures of Silver” was taken 
from Proverbs 25:11. The formal set-
ting included three courses, served by 
attendants. Table favors included a per-
sonal memento: a small picture of golden 
apples in a frame of silver. This reminded 
us of the scripture and how important it 
is to choose Christ-like words.

Anthony Coore, from the Kingston 
area, was ordained as a deacon. He has 
served and led the area since it was a 
small group of four. The congregation has 
grown to 20 members who meet faithful-
ly each Sabbath. And they are growing! 
There was one baptism. Maya Sterling, 
a university student from Kingston, was 
baptized in the sea.

For remembrances of the Feast you 
might check the Facebook site for a gal-
lery of photo collections from Jamaica, 
2013. The site will grow as new additions 
come online. Hundreds of photos in dif-
ferent albums are available now.

Chuck Zimmerman

Kenya
Migori

This is the  fourth time the Feast of Tab-
ernacles was held at this site, which is in 
a beautiful, rural setting outside Migori 
Town in the Oruba area. The weather 
during the entire Feast was favorable, and 
all were happy since their tents remained 

dry.
Brethren lodged in tents pitched on the 

Church grounds, except for a few indi-
viduals who had made their own pri-
vate arrangements to be accommodated 
somewhere else.

Staying in tents makes it extremely 
cheap to hold the Feast, so most mem-
bers can afford to attend.

On average more than 200 attended the 
Feast at Migori this year. The majority of 
the brethren were from the Got Kachola 
congregation.

Most foods eaten during the Feast were 
local, fresh foods, which were brought by 
the attending members. I want to com-
mend the Got Kachola congregation, 
who brought a lot of food with them. The 
meals were prepared by a hired staff, who 
did their best to serve the attendees. We 
encouraged them to prepare most meals 
for Sabbath days the previous day, so 
that on the Sabbath they also had time to 
attend the services. All enjoyed the deli-
cious meals.

Services started at 10:00 a.m. and usu-
ally began on time. The messages were 
quite inspiring. I want to commend all 
those who took a lot of time to pray and 
prepare the inspiring messages.

The activities at the Feast included 
three Bible studies, a ladies seminar, 
games like football and volleyball, and 
family day. We had family day at the 
church hall because it was raining.  We 
gave the children a treat, which they 
enjoyed very much. They were given 
toys, snacks, sweets and biscuits. We 
want to give a big thank to those who 
contributed and made it possible for the 
children to have treats. 

Before starting the Feast we were wor-
ried about the amount of water that was 
available at the Feast site. Only two of the 
four 10,000 liter water tanks were full, 
because it had not rained for a while in 
the area. However, God  answered our 
prayers and on the third day there was 
heavy rainfall. We did not experience 
water shortage for the entire eight days. 

Feastgoers, who have attended the 
Migori Feast sight multiple times, said 
this was one of the best Feasts they have 
ever attended here. 

Musa Meraba Nyaira

Nakuru
Once again the brethren here in Kenya 

had the opportunity to keep the Feast at 
Rhino Camping grounds in Nakuru. 

This site was host to brethren from 
Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda, as well as 
from many Kenyan congregations.

The weather was good throughout the 
Feast. There were sunny periods during 
the day and usually rain from 5:00 p.m. 
on. Accommodation was in 30 tents, one 
big farm house, and a wooden cabin.

Despite the cold weather, we only had 
two seriously sick individuals. One was a 
case of fever. The other initially appeared 
to be acute asthma, but he was diagnosed 
at the hospital with a case of acute hyper-
tension. Both individuals were anointed 
and with prayers from the brethren they 

became well very fast. Indeed, the per-
son who had been hospitalized was dis-
charged after only 18 hours and joined us 
for the rest of the Feast without any prob-
lems. The medical staff was surprised 
how fast he normalized, given the situa-
tion he was in when taken to hospital.

Attendance at the beginning of the 
Feast was 98 people, though it increased 
each day. The highest attendance was 118. 
International brethren from the U.S. and 
Australia joined us for the last three days 
of the Feast, after visiting the other two 
sites of Ogembo and Migori.

The daily spiritual food was inspiring 
and nourishing. The messages were based 
on God’s plan of salvation, the coming 
Kingdom of God, and the Feast of Taber-
nacles. The messages were given by local 
and international guests. We also had 
three sessions of questions and answers, 
three ladies Bible seminars, young adults 
and teen Bible studies, and a men’s Bible 
study by Skip Miller. Other activities were 
outdoor games and lots of fellowship.

During the middle of the Feast, terror-
ists attacked the Westgate Mall in Nairobi. 
Some of the international brethren had 
visited the mall for shopping on a week 
before the incident, but no brethren were 
near the mall on the day of the attack. 
This event reminded us all of the reason 
we are at the Feast, to look forward to a 
future time when terrorist activities will 
no longer exist, because Christ will be in 
charge of the Kingdom of God.

In total three men were ordained in 
Kenya during the Feast among the dif-
ferent sites. After services we had the 
opportunity to give a big farewell to inter-
national guests with songs, gifts, hugs and 
a photo session at the camp grounds.

We thank God for giving us a very won-
derful and spiritually uplifting Feast of 
Tabernacles this year. We all look forward 
to the soon coming Kingdom of God, and 
pray that God will continue to mold us 
through His Holy Spirit into individuals 
ready to be in His Kingdom.

Antonio Ndung’u

Ogembo
The Feast in Ogembo was a wonderful 

time where more than 100 brethren from 
around the world gathered to worship 
God and keep the Feast. The messages, 
special music, meals and fellowship were 
very inspiring. We are already greatly 
looking forward to next year’s Feast.

Most meals were prepared from fresh 
foods brought by the brethren. The food 
was delicious—the international visitors 
were delighted by the avocados, sugar 
cane harvested from the Church com-
pound, and ripe sweet bananas. All milk 
products used during the eight days of the 
Feast were from the heifer project nearby.

The Ogembo Feast site is on a rural, 
evergreen setting in Gusii land, where 
there is rainfall much of the year. Despite 
rainfall the morning before the Feast, all 
the tents where the brethren stayed were 
pitched by opening night.

The messages were inspiring and 
focused on the time when Christ will 
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establish his government on earth to 
replace the corrupt human governments.

Besides services, other activities we had 
were Bible studies, question-and-answer 
sessions, and games like soccer and hide-
and-seek for the children. On family day 
children were treated with snacks, bis-
cuits, sweets, toys and ball games.

God bless you.
Kriphas Henry Ongori

Malawi
Mangochi

Nkopola Lodge has become synony-
mous with the UCG-Malawi congrega-
tion when it comes to hosting the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Year in and year out, the 
Malawi congregation flocks to Nkopola 
Lodge, which is in the resort town of 
Mangochi along the lakeshore, to observe 
the Feast as commanded by the Almighty 
God. This year was no different, as 171 
brethren (a 40 percent increase over last 
year) attended the Feast. 

Activities included sermons and ser-
monettes, group meals, a senior citizens 
retreat, a ladies seminar, youth day ser-
vice, a variety show and a sports day.

The Feast ushered in some surprises, 
too. First and foremost were the ordina-
tions of three local deacons—Osborne 
Liyawo and Ken Maere from the Blan-
tyre congregation and Cephas Cha-
pamba from the Lilongwe congregation. 
Conducting the historic ceremony was 
New York-based elder Howard Davis 
and local elder Gracious Mpilangwe. Mr. 
Davis came on behalf of UCG president 
Victor Kubik, whose bout with shingles 
meant he couldn’t make it to Malawi.

The Church in Malawi also witnessed 
another event: Two of the longest serv-
ing members (Gilton Chakhadza, age 89, 
and Ken Maere, 66) were awarded cer-
tificates of recognition. Mr. Chakhadza 
was baptized in 1975, and Mr. Maere was 
baptized in 1976. The two have remained 
steadfast members of United in Malawi. 
As a token of appreciation, the two were 
each presented with a cake prepared by 
Loney Mpilangwe.

Participants in the Feast had every rea-
son to appreciate the event. A woman 
who attended the Feast for the first time 
remarked: “The teaching in UCG is quite 
different from that in other churches. 
Indeed it’s been an eye-opener.” Another 
man had this to stay: “Truly this is God’s 
Church. The teaching is plain and the 
truth.”

Many made similar remarks. The fact 
of the matter is that the sermons and ser-
monettes delivered helped give a glimpse 
of God’s Kingdom. The teaching rejuve-
nated the spiritual growth of the members 
as they yearn for the day they will enter 
into God’s Kingdom. The 2013 Feast 
of Tabernacles in Malawi will remain 
a memorable occasion in the minds of 
UCG members. As the people departed 
for their various homes, one thing was 
certain: God’s Church has everything it 
takes to withstand the test of time.

Osborne Liyawo

Malaysia
Penang

The festival for South East Asia this 
year was again held on the island of Pen-
ang off the northwest coast of Malaysia.

Often called the Singapore of Malay-
sia, many of its buildings are strik-
ingly modern, but at the same time its 
quaint old shop houses with their multi-
coloured tiles and columns and colonial 
bungalows remain—an interesting blend 
of the old and new.

Penang is a land thick in culture, its 
history dating back to the 16th cen-
tury when the Portuguese traders from 
Goa, India, found a small island when 
they were sailing the Far East in search 
of spices. They named the place Pulo 
Pinaom.

We kept the Feast at the Oriental ball-
room of the Bayview Beach Resort, on 
Batu Ferringhi beach, on the north side 
of the island. The resort boasts a large 
expanse of lawn, palm and shade trees, 
sun lounges, absolute beach frontage 
and lagoon type swimming pool. It of 
course has all the other amenities you 
would expect with a tropical resort hotel. 
A particular pleasure was enjoying buf-
fet breakfast on the large veranda each 
morning with brethren.

Street food stalls and busy night mar-
kets abound, many across the street or 
within walking distance of the Feast ven-
ue.  It has some of the best street food in 
Asia, and it’s inexpensive too.  It is a mix-
ture of Chinese, Nyonya, Malay, Indian 
and Thai ethnic cuisines.

There were 106 in attendance, repre-
senting many nationalities: Britain, the 
United States, France, Switzerland, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Australia. This was reflected in the 
banner depicting the scripture, “Follow 
Me and I will make you fishers of men.”

The messages from the speakers 
encouraged, inspired and helped renew 
our commitment for the year ahead.

As we have done in the past, the ladies 
had a girls night in. The topic discussed 
was serving and creating a nurturing 
environment. The men also on the same 
evening met together for a study from 
the first chapter of Ephesians.

The family night consisted of a game 
of chocolate bingo and a quiz. Participa-
tion in this activity was noisy and robust, 
with every call of “Bingo!” rewarded 
with a chocolate.

Two bus tours were arranged, one tak-
ing in the scenic highlights of Penang, 
and the other exploring the culture and 
heritage of the island. Both were filled up 
very quickly.

Our Southeast Asian brethren appre-
ciate all who came to Penang to sup-
port them. Some are totally isolated all 
year, unable to travel to another country 
themselves and are glad for the oppor-
tunity to celebrate the Feast and meet 
other like-minded brethren. Their faith 
and trust in God is an inspiration to all 
who talk with them.

Don Goodger

Mexico
Puerto Vallarta

We again had a wonderful Feast in 
sunny, warm Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 
We witnessed how God truly controls 
the weather. Since the Feast was early this 
year the forecast predicted heavy rain 
during the eight days of the Feast. Instead, 
we enjoyed mostly sunny days, but some 
of the clouds kept the temperatures mod-
erate.

There were 280 brethren in attendance: 
210 from the United States, 60 from Mex-
ico, and 20 from Chile, Canada, Australia, 
El Salvador, Guatemala and Norway. The 
messages were inspiring, focusing on the 
coming Kingdom of God.

The activities were outstanding. They 
included visiting an aquatic park, where 
you swim and play with trained dolphins; 
a cruise around the bay on the replica of a 
Spanish galleon and then snorkeling at a 
private beach; a visit to a zoo where most 
animals were quite friendly and could be 
fed; mechanical bull riding and volleyball 
at the hotel’s beach; a children’s costume 
party; shows with Mexican dances, acro-
batics and Mariachi singers; the releasing 
of hundreds of tiny turtles into the ocean; 
a family and a youth dance; and a Sea Lion 
show next to the pool. The kids enjoyed 
so many of the amenities, and especially 
the large pool.

The Feast site gave the appearance of 
boarding a big cruise ship, because the 
hotel is all inclusive. All meals and drinks 
are included all day long, along with a 
gourmet restaurant  on-site. Most of those 
in the hotel were Church members. Since 
there was also a nice spa, pools and the 
beach, it was not necessary to do much 
traveling off-site, although there are plen-
ty of shops nearby. There was one bap-
tism, a Mexican young lady.

We are very thankful to God for hav-
ing made available this wonderful Feast 
site, where all the Mexican brethren can 
stay with the international visitors, enjoy 
fine fellowship and also give the ladies a 
break from cooking! There was truly a 
very friendly hotel staff that went of their 
way to make things as pleasant as pos-
sible. Good news—we already signed the 
contract for next year.

Mario Seiglie

New Zealand
Taupiri Ranges

The New Zealand Feast was held at 
Taupiri Ranges in the beautiful Waikato 
region.

The high attendance was 39. We enjoyed 
a positive, uplifting atmosphere while we 
overlooked the lush surroundings.

Messages were very memorable and 
included one message about the nature 
of sheep. As we were in the midst of pro-
ductive farmland it was very fitting to 
consider how the nature of lions and men 
will one day become more like the nature 
of sheep.

Stephen Clark’s visit for three days was 
much appreciated. He delivered three ser-
mons during his stay. He was also able to 

join some of us as we toured the spectacu-
lar Waitomo Glow Worm Caves (http://
www.waitomo.com).

We look forward to more visitors join-
ing us next year in New Zealand.

Daniel Porteous

Nigeria
Osun State

The Feast in Nigeria was a very enjoy-
able and spiritually uplifting event this 
year, with about 90 brethren celebrat-
ing. Among those were Brenda and Ivie 
Erunse from the New York City congre-
gation. They attended the Feast in Nige-
ria in 1990 (when Ivie was only 8 years 
old), and desired to return. This year they 
finally were able to. Their presence was a 
blessing and encouragement to all of us 
in Nigeria. Here’s what they had to say 
about their Feast experience:

“In anticipation of the Feast, pas-
tor Oludare Akinbo had given me 
a description of the site in Nigeria, 
and seeing those details come to 
life before me when I arrived was a 
great delight. The drive from Lagos 
city with the brethren was most 
pleasant. We were sojourners for 
three and a half hours on the road 
from the bustling port city of Lagos 
to Jabu Resort, Alakeji, Osun State, 
in the southwestern part of Nigeria.
“At the site, we had beautiful 

accommodations with a room and 
a parlor. The fellowshipping was 
most pleasant and joyful with about 
90 brethren. We had a memorable 
group picture taken after the first 
Holy Day in the beautiful air-con-
ditioned hall. The pictures of vari-
ous activities and entire group at the 
Feast were later used in a couple of 
newspaper-like bulletins called The 
Kingdom Herald, with breaking 
news and reports about the various 
events taking place in the hypothet-
ical year 1156 MR (Millennial Rule) 
and beyond. These newsletters add-
ed a touch of vision and excitement 
for the world tomorrow.
“The mutual warmth and love 

when spending time together was 
palpable. It is difficult to explain 
the joy and comfort of the fellow-
shipping with everyone of the same 
mind. Nigerians from different 
states speaking different languages 
were there with the foreign coun-
tries England and United States also 
represented. English was the com-
mon language.
“All the speakers gave solid, clear, 

powerful and very strengthening 
messages from the Word of God. 
The beautiful choirs sang with 
strong melody to the glory of the 
Father and edification of the breth-
ren.
“It was a most precious Feast for 

me and my daughter Ivie.”
We from Nigeria were all encouraged 

and warmed by the Feast this year. We 
give thanks to God, who called us all into 
a family of believers all over the world, 

http://www.waitomo.com
http://www.waitomo.com
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uniting us in love through His Holy Spir-
it.

Oludare Akinbo

Philippines
Baguio City

For the 13th consecutive year, the Unit-
ed Church of God’s Feast of Tabernacles 
in Baguio City was held at the “Ang Ating 
Tahanan” grounds of the Girl Scout of 
the Philippines located at South Drive in 
Baguio City.

We were pleasantly surprised to have 
our highest attendance reach 131, sur-
passing our expectation by more than 30 
percent! Although there was a typhoon at 
the start of the Feast that brought in a lot 
of rain, the weather began to considerably 
improve towards the middle to the Feast. 

We were privileged to have with us for 
the first half of the Feast Monte and Susie 
Knudson of Phoenix, Arizona, with two 
of their younger children. For the sec-
ond half of the Feast, David and Denise 
Dobson, who first spent the first half of 
the Feast in the Davao site, joined us for 
the rest of the Feast. This was the third 
consecutive time they have kept the Feast 
with us in the Philippines, and it has 
always been a joy to have them with us 
for the Feast of Tabernacles.

The messages we received this year 
were all uplifting, inspiring and encour-
aging, especially the Feast sermon video.

On the fifth day, we held our annual fes-
tival entertainment show. It featured Fili-
pino folk songs and dances from a num-
ber of regions in the Philippines, as well as 
some other classic songs and folk dances 
from other countries. Everyone had the 
opportunity to enjoy fun, food, fellow-
ship and games during various activities 
during the Feast. Among them were the 
youth day activities for the preteens and 
teens, the family day, the seniors din-
ner (hosted and served by the teens and 
young adults at the Feast) and the city 
tour (highlighted by the visit to the Phil-
ippine Military Academy). Our overseas 
brethren were likewise given a “treat” to 
ride local passenger “jeepneys” during the 
city tour as they went around touring the 
city of Baguio.

For those who loved to sing, they had 
their opportunity to share their talents at 
the sing-along time during the family day.

With the spiritually inspiring messages 
centering on having the mind of Christ, 
the warm fellowship, the spirit of serving 
and outgoing concern everyone shared, 
everybody present seemed to have felt 
they were very blessed by our great God 
with a greater level of joy, unity, love and 
togetherness. This year’s Feast of Taber-
nacles and Eighth Day will be remem-
bered as one of the most inspiring and 
spiritually uplifting Feasts yet.

Rey Evasco

Davao City
The Davao festival site at Girl Scout 

of the Philippines (GSP) Camp Alano 
in Toril hosted 409 brethren, including 

overseas guests from the U.S., Canada 
and Australia. David Dobson (with his 
wife Denise) was our guest speaker for 
the first half of the Feast, while Monte 
and Susie Knudson (with their two sons 
Nickyle and Rylon) were with us for the 
second half.

Beginning with the opening night ser-
vice, inspiring sermonettes, sermons and 
Bible studies edified the brethren with 
the vision of the soon coming Kingdom 
of God and developing the mind of Jesus 
Christ. God blessed us with good weath-
er all throughout. Beautiful and creative 
flower arrangements on stage added a 
touch of beauty, and it was real joy to have 
warm fellowship with the brethren in the 
peaceful atmosphere of the GSP camp.

Afternoon activities included tours, 
games for children, fun activities for 
youths and singles, a seniors social and 
an enjoyable family day with a sampling 
of Davao City’s fruits.

Evening activities included a fellowship 
night, an entertaining variety show, and a 
Church leaders appreciation dinner. We 
also had practical Christianity sessions on 
three evenings, with each evening devot-
ed to issues relevant to teens and singles, 
married couples and parents.

As an added blessing, three individuals 
were baptized on the seventh day of the 
Feast: Jean Garcia (from Davao), Emellie 
Jane Arceo (from Maramag), and Reajun 
May Adlao (from Santo Tomas). We also 
had seven little children blessed during 
the Feast!

As usual, lunch was free for everyone. 
Two roasted calves were served on the 
first and last day; breakfast food items 
were distributed to families and individ-
uals; and some used clothing, gift items, 
and balloons for the children were given 
as well.

During the Feast, Edmond Macaraeg 
suffered some health challenges related to 
a sore on his left leg, but with God’s help, 
everything still turned out well. He is now 
completely healed.

We are very thankful to God for His 
many wonderful blessings of peace and 
protection, as well as the help and prayers 
of the brethren in making this recent 
Feast another very memorable one!

Edmond & Daniel Macaraeg

Portugal
Costa da Caparica

There were 47 brethren who gathered 
at the Costa da Caparica Hotel in Lisbon, 
Portugal, from the United States, United 
Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Holland and 
Portugal to celebrate the Feast of Taber-
nacles. Beautiful weather prevailed over 
the quaint, little fishing village of Costa 
da Caparica as brethren enjoyed above-
average temperatures.

Opening night of the Feast began with 
two pieces of music performed by the 
choir. After sundown at the end of the first 
day of the Feast, a bus ride to the Lisbon 
suburb of Alcântara to visit the Timpanas 
restaurant was organized, where a typical 

Portuguese meal was served, Fado music 
was sung, and Portuguese folk dancing 
was performed and enjoyed by all. Dur-
ing the week, there were scenic tours to 
Sintra and Cascais and to the walled for-
tress city of Obidos and the enormous 
Mafra Palace.

Other Feast activities included a family 
day in the park, a senior citizens luncheon 
and a ladies breakfast set to the theme of 
“letting your light shine.” Uplifting and 
encouraging messages about the King-
dom of God included having your name 
written in the Book of Life and living a 
Christian life amongst a garden of thorns 
of the world. The choir sang every day but 
one, and each day pictured some aspect of 
the Millennium and the Kingdom of God. 
This year, every day’s flower addition to 
the arrangement also focused on letting 
your light shine, which when completed 
on the Eighth Day, portrayed the sun and 
its light shining. A scripture relating to 
light and Christ being our light was read 
each day.

As the Eighth Day drew to a close, we 
all gathered, as is our tradition in Portu-
gal, on the pier to watch the sunset. Adeus 
Portugal; next year Brazil!

Kathy de Campos

Saint Lucia
Reduit Beach

Memories and friendships! So many 
were made this year in beautiful St. Lucia. 
With a high attendance of 70, Feastgoers 
were well acquainted by the end of the 
Feast, and the goodbyes were tearful. The 
small, all inclusive resort provided many 
opportunities for sharing meals and hav-
ing long, spiritual conversations. The set-
ting could not have been more millennial: 
a beautiful white sand beach flanked on 
each side by Morne Pitand and Pigeon 
Island and the most breathtaking sunsets. 
Gentle showers arrived at just the right 
time to cool us down. Even more beauti-
ful was the spirit of enthusiasm and will-
ingness to serve. Almost everyone served 
in some way at this Feast site. The mes-
sages were inspiring and reminded us of 
God’s glorious plan for mankind.

St. Lucia is known not only for its beau-
ty, but also for its friendly people. The 
local brethren exemplified this and were 
wonderful hosts. St. Lucia cultural night 
was a highlight, including the local band, 
dancing, singing and a feast of local foods, 
all supplied by our St. Lucian brethren. 
Other activities included a catamaran 
sail around the island and family day 
at Pigeon Island. Two Kingdom of God 
Bible Seminars were held, with record-
breaking numbers of visitors. The first 
was held on the Sabbath during the Feast. 
Almost all the 38 visitors stayed for lunch 
and Sabbath services, and some attended 
services for the remainder of the Feast. 
The second seminar was held on the Sab-
bath after the Feast and was attended by 
41 visitors. The local brethren are very 
active in their efforts to do God’s work on 
the island and greatly appreciate the gen-

erous offerings given on the Holy Days. 
This will go a long way in helping them 
in their efforts to introduce God’s truth 
to the people of St. Lucia.

Mary Smith

South Africa
Margate

In addition to the overall worldwide 
theme chosen for the Feast of Tabernacles 
this year, the local theme chosen was sim-
ply “rejoice!” The sermon on the opening 
night was titled the same, and songleaders 
picked up on this theme. Most songlead-
ers used hymn 173 at least once during 
the very happy eight days: Lift up your 
heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I 
say, rejoice!

These words certainly seemed to set the 
tone for the whole Feast. When Feastgo-
ers were asked at the close of service on 
the Eighth Day if they had rejoiced, the 
reply was a resounding and enthusiastic 
“yes.”

A steady growth has been experienced 
over the past three Feasts, averaging 
approximately 16 percent—the highest 
attendance for 2013 was 128.

Messages showed a strong orientation 
toward the Kingdom of God, comple-
mented each other very well and were 
enthusiastically received by all.

The special music was varied, per-
formed well, and enjoyed by all. We espe-
cially enjoyed the children’s choir.

All activities were well supported and 
opportunities for fellowship were numer-
ous and popular, with the weather being 
very mild and pleasant.

Suggestions for the future include a 
request for even more activities and an 
attempt to have Feastgoers residing in 
accommodation in closer proximity to 
others to provide even more fellowship 
time. For example, we could meet on the 
beach before or after services.

The Margate hall has once again been 
reserved for the Feast of Tabernacles 
2014, and our wish is to have more over-
seas visitors enjoy our warm sea and 
beautiful coastline and benefit from the 
very cost-effective accommodation and 
all other facilities.

Roy Demont

Sri Lanka
Mathugama

There were 57 brethren from six 
nations, including Sri Lanka, India, Can-
ada, Australia, England and the United 
States, who celebrated the Feast of Taber-
nacles at the secluded Laya Leisure resort 
on the beautiful island nation of Sri Lan-
ka. The lush tropical climate, punctuated 
by coconut palms and a myriad of flower-
ing plants, was a fabulous backdrop to the 
unity and rejoicing experienced by all at 
this Feast site.

The many inspiring Feast messages 

Please see page 15
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Feast of Tabernacles Photos 2013
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focused on the importance of staying 
spiritually focused on God and His King-
dom while maintaining our light in a dark 
world. Two Bible studies offered addi-
tional opportunities for study and reflec-
tion, so it was a truly spiritually focused 
Feast.

We enjoyed special music every day of 
the Feast, and the brethren’s enthusiasm 
during hymns filled the meeting hall with 
joyful song.

All Feastgoers enjoyed the many activi-
ties planned for us to enjoy. Family day 
took place on Friday afternoon after the 
first Holy Day. We were blessed with good 
weather and enjoyed a variety of group 
games that ended with a spirited wheel-
barrow race with the youngsters. Sunday’s 
activity included a rousing game of crick-
et followed by an afternoon tea.

The variety show featured several tradi-
tional dance routines, a magic act, perfor-
mances by the children, and lots of sing-
ing. Following the variety show was the 
family dance that had everyone on their 
feet. Lots of fun was had by all!

The brethren had multiple opportuni-
ties to explore the natural beauty of this 
fascinating island nation, including a 
short hike to a lovely waterfall. We also 
chartered a bus to the stunning southwest 
coast of the island, where the beautiful 
sand beaches, palm trees, and pleasant 
sun made for a very enjoyable time.

Attending the Feast in Sri Lanka is a 
wonderful way to experience a small fore-
taste of the Millennium. I hope many of 
you can make it next year!

Hansel New

Togo
Lomé

Glory be given to our Father who 
allowed the Feast to take place under 
good conditions in Togo.

We left Lomé on the evening of Sept. 18 
and drove to the festival site, 120 kilome-
ters from Togo’s capital and largest city. 
There were 53 brethren in attendance at 
the Feast. This year with the efforts of the 
hotel director, the conditions of the Feast 
site were greatly improved, including new 
beds and a well equipped meeting hall.

Mark and Michelle Mickelson arrived 
on the fifth day of the Feast. Each day, 
church services were held in the morn-
ings with Bible studies or other activities 
taking place in the afternoons. On the 
afternoon of Wednesday the 26th, we 
had an excursion to the Kpimé waterfall, 
which is 15 kilometers from the Feast site 
in Kpalimé.

During this hike, we took advantage 
of the mountain stream to baptize three 
new members. Two of the three men were 
born in the Church, and the third had 
attended for a long time and decided to 
accept his calling.

On the Eighth Day, we ordained Homer 
Guenou as a new deacon. He has always 
worked selflessly and is appreciated by 

each member. Therefore we reaffirmed 
him in his tasks so that the Lord can better 
use him. He also meets the requirements 
given by the apostle Paul and Christ’s dis-
ciples.

We enjoyed our time with Mr. and Mrs. 
Mickelson, who were visiting Togo for 
the first time. We very much appreciated 
them for giving so much of themselves. 
We also appreciated their teaching us 
how to make necklaces and earrings. We 
thank our older brother Jesus Christ who 
has put a new momentum in His Church.

Kossi Fiaboe

Trinidad & Tobago
Scarborough

This year, United Church of God Trini-
dad and Tobago celebrated their first 
joint Feast with Church of God Minis-
tries International (COGMI). There was 
a spirit of unity and enthusiasm among 
the 76 Feastgoers as the two groups took 
turns conducting services each day. 
All activities were shared and very well 
attended, including a Bible study, a boat 
trip to the Buccoo Reef, a family day bar-
becue, the annual “Trinbago” night, and 
a talent show. There was also a youth day, 
where the youth from both groups par-
ticipated in ushering, special music, and 
songleading.

The two groups worked well together to 
make the Feast a time of joy, celebration, 
and worship.  At the end of the Feast, a 
commemorative plaque, from COGMI 
chairman Tom Kerry, was presented 
to UCG by visiting COGMI minister, 
Clayton Evans. Inscribed on the plaque 
were these words from Malachi 3:16-17: 
“Then they that feared the Lord spoke to 
one another.  And the Lord listened and 
heard them. So a book of remembrance 
was written before Him for those who 
fear the Lord and who meditate on His 
name.  They shall be Mine, says the Lord 
of hosts. On the day I make them My jew-
els And I will spare them as a man spares 
his own son who serves him.”

Mary Smith

United States
Anchorage, Alaska

This Feast was extremely peaceful, 
relaxed and enjoyable. Many people 
remarked about how warm the Feast staff 
were. The hall was very nice and welcom-
ing for services.

It was definitely a family friendly 
site. There was a nice balance between 
planned activities and free time.

“It was refreshing to see so many young 
men speak—very encouraging!” Ken and 
Angela Pettis from Anchorage, Alaska, 
said.

The Feast of Tabernacles 2013 in 
Anchorage, held in the cozy Sheraton 
Hotel, started opening night with a duet 
singing praises with strength and joy! 
Everyone was excited to be part of a larger 
assembly.

The scenery was stunning, reflecting 
our great Creator God.

“The messages were strong and rivet-
ing from beginning to end,” Richard and 
Dorene Eckman from Wasilla, Alaska, 
said.

A genuine feeling of fellowship and 
concern by everyone for each other was 
apparent. 

Jill Abraham from Santa Fe, New Mexi-
co, greeted people at the door and handed 
out chocolates. Her service added a lov-
ing, respectful dimension greatly appreci-
ated. Little things like these made Chris-
tian relationships more noticeable to me 
than ever before.

“The festival messages were very 
encouraging, plus the use of the young 
speakers revealed hope for the future 
growth and development of a strong min-
istry,” Ralph Nix from Anchorage, Alaska, 
said. 

There was a noticeable spiritual matu-
rity at the Anchorage festival site! More 
than one third of the members and 
attendees served in some way at some 
time during the Feast. Close to half of 
the audience were keeping their 20th to 
40th Feast of Tabernacles before God and 
Christ.

Earl Roemer

Bend-Redmond, Oregon
More than 700 brethren enjoyed anoth-

er wonderful Feast in beautiful Central 
Oregon. Attendance was very consis-
tent—more than 600 every day, peaking 
at 684 on the weekly Sabbath.

Messages covered relevant topics, with 
thought provoking information regard-
ing millennial conditions. Seminars were 
given on recovering from abuse as well as 
locating and using Bible reference works. 
Festival Youth Instruction classes and 
Bible studies for teens and young adults 
were well attended.

Temperatures were somewhat below 
normal, but most days were sunny and 
pleasant despite forecasts of rain.

As usual, our family day and fun show 
offered the recreational highlight of the 
Feast. Activities included carnival type 
game booths with prizes, sand art, arts 
and crafts displays, table games including 
bingo, a bounce house for young children 
and field day races. The day concluded 
with our annual Feast family fun show, 
preceded by a taco bar dinner.

The teen activity consisted of an 
adaptation of the popular Survivor real-
ity show, which featured friendly racing 
competitions and Bible contests. Seniors 
enjoyed a served meal with door prizes 
and musical entertainment by a young 
adult choir, whose impressive barbershop 
performance had everyone’s attention.

Members donated generously to off-
set costs of activities. Cooperation and 
numerous volunteers helped the Feast to 
run smoothly.

Cash donations to the food bank of the 
local Neighborhood Impact public assis-
tance organization totaled a little more 
than $2,600 (enough to pay for more 
than 10,000 meals!), along with several 

boxes of food. In his thank-you letter, the 
director listed a wide range of other forms 
of assistance that they provide for needy 
families. Our annual contributions are 
very much appreciated, and our partici-
pation provides members with an oppor-
tunity to offer significant assistance to 
needy members of the local community.

Larry Walker

Bigfork, Montana
There were 149 brethren who gathered 

to worship and give thanks to our Father 
and Jesus Christ in Bigfork, Montana, for 
the fourth year in this location. It has been 
a special blessing for all of us. Located 
in the Rocky Mountains of picturesque 
Montana, the autumn setting is quite 
millennial. Brethren from Pennsylvania, 
Indiana, South and North Dakota, Min-
nesota, Texas, New Mexico, California, 
the Pacific Northwest states and the prov-
ince of Saskatchewan all assembled with 
the four churches located in Montana.

The messages were millennial and 
emphasized the present need to prepare 
for this awesome future and also be ready 
to face the prophesied times that are 
becoming a reality in our nation’s present 
struggles.

The festival choir, with the leadership 
of Dan Deininger, served us well with 
their musical contributions. Tina Carl-
son performed special music on three 
occasions, and Annie Fischer brought 
us a meaningful performance when she 
signed to a musical composition of “On 
Eagles Wings.”

The Feast sermon from our president 
was well received and appreciated. It 
emphasized the core perspective of the 
mind of Christ, which we all cherish and 
are diligently seeking.

Family day was well attended, even 
though illness had entered the camp site 
due to the sudden chilly, wet downturn. 
This was unlike the pleasant and warm 
“Indian summer” that we experienced the 
first three years of our tenure in this loca-
tion. Fortunately, with God’s intervention 
the cold rain abated long enough for us to 
enjoy the activities of the day. The fam-
ily day was topped off with a steak dinner 
supplied by the Bozeman church. It was a 
great time enjoyed by all.

The many willing hands along with 
God’s blessing made this Feast a success. 
The many “behind the scenes” efforts, the 
creative stage decorations; and the efforts 
of the ushering, camp and sound crews, 
all blended into a safe and secure meeting 
place for us all.

Glen White  

Branson, Missouri
A new venue hosted 543 brethren for 

the Feast of Tabernacles this year. All 
involved in preparing the auditorium and 
stage for daily services at Presleys’ Coun-
try Jubilee patiently worked through a 
few challenging situations, which often 
occur when using a different facility. 
Many commented on the spacious, com-
fortable and attractive setting for inspir-
ing worship services and fellowship.

Continued from page 10
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Additional rooms were available to 
us this year, which allowed us to offer 
youth educational classes. The students 
received a surprise visit from “Moses” 
and delicacies of manna and quail!

Peter Eddington set a positive and 
thought provoking tone in his sermons 
“A Thousand Years of Work” and “What 
on Earth Is Christ Doing?” Mike Isaac 
and Dale Prince served enthusiastically 
by leading everyone in praising God in 
song.

The Branson site enjoyed exceptional 
special music performances, which were 
coordinated by Larry Keener and assist-
ed by pianists Eddie Torrey and Michele 
Omer. A variety of instrumentalists also 
offered something for most everyone to 
enjoy including violin, harp, flute, guitar 
and trumpet. The children’s choir, direct-
ed by Dorothy Schmidt, performed with 
enthusiasm and charm. The audience 
was very receptive. 

Comfortable weather set the stage for 
all events including our second annual 
family day picnic. More than 275 breth-
ren feasted on delicious barbecue and all 
the trimmings, which was organized by 
Ken and Dawn Brannen and their crew. 
Activities, designed for group interac-
tion, were very well received for varied 
age groups. There were carnival booths 
for our preteens and games for our teen-
agers.

Gerald and Connie Seelig hosted more 
than 200 seniors at our senior luncheon. 
Once again, the delicious meal was well 
received and included entertainment and 
music provided by some of our festival 
musicians.

“Families Helping Families” was a huge 
success, and God’s generous brethren 
were donating to the fund before details 
were even announced. Contributions 
covered the cost of most of the activities 
during the Feast.

It cannot be stressed enough how much 
the service of the brethren was appreci-
ated to make this Feast in Branson the 
best ever. The Feast DVD sermon, “Let 
This Mind Be in You,” was actively real-
ized throughout the festival, as brethren 
exemplified Christ-minded service to 
one another.

Joe and Pat Dobson 

Cincinnati, Ohio
Keeping the Feast in Cincinnati provid-

ed the opportunity for inspiring instruc-
tion on God’s plan, easy fellowship with 
brethren, and many opportunities for fun! 
The line-up of speakers already included 
Peter Eddington and Randy Stiver, but 
having Victor Kubik here was an unex-
pected additional blessing. Attendance 
peaked at 284.

Holding services in the hotel where 
most of the members lodged was a great 
convenience, and after the first day’s 
services, most of the brethren sat down 
for a group buffet dinner in the next 
room. Later in the Feast, the meeting 
room was transformed into a large game 
room. Members could relax and fellow-
ship while playing various games and a 

clown brought balloons for the children. 
We brought in the closing Holy Day 
with a group hymn sing where members 
requested their favorite songs. Several 
men took turns leading, and Mr. Kubik 
took a turn at the piano.

Group excursions visited the Newport 
Aquarium and the Creation Museum, 
and families took advantage of such 
attractions as the Cincinnati Zoo, DUCK 
tours of the riverfront, and a symphony 
concert. One of the best things about this 
Feast site is that there are plenty of excit-
ing opportunities for activities and din-
ing, but a person could choose to relax 
and spend the entire Feast without driv-
ing anywhere.

We did face an interesting challenge on 
a couple of occasions when other groups 
using the facility created a considerable 
amount of competing noise. We patiently 
worked through the difficulties though. 
The site in Cincinnati continues to grow 
and we expect next year to be even bigger 
and better!

Frank Dunkle

Gatlinburg, Tennessee
We hope God’s Feast was a joy, wherever 

you had been. It portrayed His boundless 
truth and love away from the world of sin. 
The Feast of Tabernacles in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee, had been the best one ever, 
most everyone there agreed. The weather 
had been delightful in the Smoky Moun-
tains’ autumn air. It was a gracious gift 
from God, one He richly loved to share. 
The Feast events and activities had been 
enjoyed by everyone. Families, singles, 
seniors, teens, all 530 of us had a lot of 
fun. God’s people there had also served 
and done their very best to make that 
time most joyful and also deeply blessed. 
The spiritual instruction we received was 
certainly very clear. It gave us vibrant 
strength and hope to last throughout the 
year. For all of this we thank our God and 
delight in His great plan of faith, hope 
and salvation for every child, woman 
and man. Now we look ahead to that fine 
time, when the whole world will be at 
peace. The coming of God’s perfect age, 
which we pictured at His Holy Feast.

John LaBissoniere

Jekyll Island, Georgia
A few rainy days during the Feast could 

not dampen the enthusiasm, spirit and joy 
of the nearly 600 people who assembled 
to keep the Feast at Jekyll Island this year.

This year marked the 50th anniver-
sary of the first Feast of Tabernacles 
observed on Jekyll Island back in 1963. 
Over the years, the “tabernacle” of God’s 
people have met in here on this island has 
evolved from a very large two-acre tent, to 
a small convention center, to the beauti-
ful, state-of-the art convention center that 
we meet in today. Even though the build-
ings have changed, the spirit, the worship, 
the tranquil and millennial-type natural 
setting of the island, and the purpose of 
assembling before our God for the Feast 
of Tabernacles, has remained constant.

Celebration of God’s coming Kingdom 

to this earth, and the focus of His plan for 
mankind, was evident in the messages 
that were delivered and among the fellow-
ship. Daily church services, which had a 
high attendance of 591 on the first Holy 
Day, were supplemented by youth educa-
tion lessons on two days of the Feast, a 
teen Bible study, a general Bible study, and 
two “special education” seminars—one 
on the topic of how to overcome all types 
of addictions and the other on depression 
and grief. Spiritually, we were very well 
fed at Jekyll Island this year.

The physical aspect of the Feast was 
also served well on the island. More than 
400 attended family day held in the Great 
Dunes Park, with its beautiful beach 
pavilion overlooking the wide, white 
sandy beach. Everyone enjoyed a great 
lunch of beef brisket or pulled chicken 
sandwiches, along with a scavenger hunt 
for the youngsters, kite-flying, football 
and other games for the teens and young 
adults, enjoying the beach or fellowship-
ping under the covered pavilion. On 
game night, many Feastgoers gathered 
together in the convention center to play 
favorite games they brought from home 
with friends and “family” they just met.

As usual, the senior citizens banquet 
was well attended and received. Group 
horseback rides, dolphin boat tours, kay-
aking, the teen bike ride and mini-golf 
outing, the variety show/dance, and 50th 
anniversary commemorative video of the 
Feast in Jekyll rounded out the activities. 
No one at Jekyll could say they had noth-
ing to do, unless nothing is what they 
wanted to do.

There is a rich history and heritage of 
the Feast of Tabernacles on Jekyll Island. 
We are thankful to God for the experience 
of the Feast of Tabernacles each year. This 
year, God blessed us at Jekyll Island with a 
good foretaste of the unity, peace, accord 
and great attitudes of service and joy that 
will mark His Kingdom. We hope that 
many more will take the opportunity to 
experience the Feast here, where God has 
“placed His name” for 50 years now.

Rick Shabi

Lahaina, Hawaii
The attendance reached a high of 197 

in Lahaina, Hawaii, this year. The breth-
ren enjoyed messages giving a vision of 
God’s Kingdom to come and wonderful 
fellowship.

Maui serves as a millennial setting on 
the blue waters of the Pacific. Each day 
members were given a verbal foretaste 
of the Kingdom by the encouraging ser-
mons, as well as Bible studies for young 
adults and teens. Fred Crow coordinated 
the music and along with the participants 
added to the uplifting tone of each ser-
vice.

Members were encouraged and 
instructed by solid sermons such as “The 
Powers Enumerated to the Saints” by 
Tucson pastor Steve Buchanan and Den-
ver elder Tim McMaster’s split sermon 
“Where Are We in God’s Plan of Salva-
tion?” Jon Garnant gave a message called 
“Tabernacles” about how God makes His 

tabernacle with us now and in the future. 
Fred Crow’s sermon admonished us to 
“Live and Preach the Gospel of Peace,” and 
Rex Spears discussed “Building a Decent 
Society.” Paul Smith of San Diego gave a 
sermon about “Will Old Testament Saints 
Be in the Kingdom?” On the Eighth Day 
Steve Nutzman of Idaho stretched our 
minds with his message about what pos-
sibly lies beyond the second resurrection 
with God’s eternal family. This served as a 
nice cap-off for a wonderful Feast.

The luau is always a must-do attraction 
for those coming to Hawaii, and more 
than half of those in attendance partici-
pated in the Hyatt “Drums of the Pacific” 
luau. Other activities included family day 
swimming and snorkeling at beautiful 
Kapalua Bay, the senior’s luncheon and 
a teen and preteen activity for families at 
the Maui Ocean Center Aquarium. The 
aquarium features amazing fish and sea 
life, some of which exist only in Hawaii.

Steve and Terri Buchanan were able 
to present a check from the Church for 
more than $1,600 to the Maui Food Bank, 
which distributes meals to over 10,000 
needy individuals each month on the 
islands of Maui, Molokai and Lanai.

Our donation this year goes to help 
support the Maui school “backpack” pro-
gram. They have found that many under-
privileged children often do not have 
enough to eat through the weekend. With 
the help of schools, they pack their back-
packs with enough food to last through 
the weekend. Our funds will provide over 
300 backpacks for needy children. Much 
thanks to all of the brethren who contrib-
uted to this valuable service to the com-
munity.

This year’s Feast in Maui once again 
proved to be a “best ever”!

Jim Tuck

New Braunfels, Texas
For the second year in a row God’s peo-

ple observed the Feast of Tabernacles in 
New Braunfels, Texas. The New Braunfels 
Civic Center is a perfect venue for the 
Feast. The hall size, stage and sound sys-
tem easily accommodated more than 450 
people in attendance. (There were two 
days of attendance of over 500.) Because 
we have almost exclusive use of the hall, 
we were also able to have a Bible study, 
family dance, seniors luncheon and a 
group luncheon on the Eighth Day.

The New Braunfels area is a great area 
for families. We were able to get a special 
rate for one afternoon at Schlitterbaun, 
the largest water park in the United States, 
have family day at the Texas Ski Ranch 
and a teen outing at beautiful Landa Park.

The most outstanding aspect of the 
Feast was the spiritual inspiration of the 
messages. The sermonettes, sermons and 
special music encouraged all to envision 
the coming Kingdom of God and to be 
prepared as the Bride of Christ. The eight 
days were marked by a spirit of coopera-
tion and volunteerism.

We hope others will join us next year in 
celebrating God’s great plan of salvation.

Gary Petty
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Ocean City, Maryland
It was a diverse family of more than 500 

people gathered at the Carousel Resort 
Hotel in Ocean City, Maryland. There 
were more than 95 children, 45 teenagers 
and 85 singles present.

All of the festival activities and daily 
services took place in this hotel. Almost 
everyone attending the Feast stayed at 
the Carousel Resort, which created a very 
relaxed environment with many hours of 
fellowship in the atrium before and after 
services.

Ocean City, Maryland, is situated along 
a nine-mile stretch of Atlantic Ocean 
beachfront. Since Ocean City is only 
about a half mile wide at that point (with 
the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the 
inland bay to the west) brethren were able 
to enjoy spectacular sunrises and moon-
rises over the ocean and beautiful sunsets 
over the bay.

God blessed the festival site with per-
fect weather conditions for the entire 
Feast. The evening temperatures never 
got below 45 degrees, and the daytime 
high temperatures were in the low- to 
mid-70s, with 78 degrees on the Sabbath. 
The beach became a logical destination 
for brethren to gather and play in the 
afternoons. The hotel also offered both 
indoor and outdoor pools and a popular 
indoor ice-skating rink in the atrium of 
the hotel.

A family day barbecue lunch, hosted 
on the lawn adjacent to the beach, was 
enjoyed by more than 370 brethren. After 
the lunch, many enjoyed beach volleyball, 
cornhole toss and playing on the beach. 
Later that evening, we were able to enjoy 
a bonfire on the beach.

The messages illustrated the impor-
tance of our spiritual preparation, so 
that we will be ready to serve with Jesus 
Christ. Themes included assisting Jesus 
Christ with the restoration that will need 
to take place during that time, the impor-
tance of family in God’s plan, and why it 
is vital that we continue to observe these 
days, just as God commanded.

There was a wide variety of inspir-
ing special music this year delivered by 
a 44-person-choir, 12-person-chorale, 
soloists, duets, and also 22 children in the 
children’s choir. The hotel staff even com-
mented about how much they enjoyed 
hearing the uplifting hymns and special 
music.

This was our first year in Ocean City 
and many have commented that it was the 
most enjoyable and relaxing Feast they 
can recall. Plans are already underway to 
return to the Carousel Resort in Ocean 
City next year!

Len Martin

Oceanside, California
There were 765 brethren who came 

from around the United States and 
Canada to rejoice before God, where 
He placed His name for one week at the 
Q.L.N. Center in Oceanside, California. 
There is always additional excitement 
at a first-year Feast site, especially when 
framed by the nearby waters of the Pacific 
Ocean. The Q.L.N. Center’s bright and 
cheery interior, along with being all situ-

ated on one floor, created an intimate and 
wonderful festival home. The 65-member 
choir and instrumental ensemble certain-
ly added to our sense of worship before 
God. The weather was delightful for the 
entire week, being 75 to 85 degrees.

The Oceanside site was blessed with a 
large number of children, teenagers and 
young adults, which gave a fresh feel 
to our festival family. Those attending 
Oceanside were able to partake of our 
standard church services, a special night-
time Bible study, a Sabbath teen class, a 
couple of workshop sessions for younger 
children, a young adults study, and a full 
afternoon of focused education classes 
dealing with two topics: 1) treating addic-
tions and 2) helping young people to 
develop their assets. One highlight of the 
festival experience was an on-site catered 
senior citizen’s banquet for 140 “seasoned 
citizens” plus ministerial couples, that 
was graciously served by our young adults 
and teenagers.

When not focused on Feast activi-
ties, the Oceanside attendees were able 
to enjoy the nearby sites of the La Jolla 
and Del Mar coastlines, Oceanside Har-
bor, the San Diego Zoo and Balboa Park, 
Sea World on Mission Bay, Old Town 
San Diego, and nearby Legoland. Many 
simply settled for “down time” by enjoy-
ing family and brethren by resting on the 
warm, sandy beaches of Oceanside and 
nearby Carlsbad.

Preliminary plans are underway to 
utilize the Q.L.N. Center in Oceanside 
again next year. Most people choose 
hotels, beach houses, and condos that 
are along the harbor or coast. The festival 
site is inland about four miles, and it takes 
approximately 12-15 minutes maximum 
to reach from any of the surrounding 
locations. There is also a commuter rail 
line that runs to within two blocks of our 
festival site.

Most importantly, the entire member-
ship of all ages came prepared to fully 
put themselves into observing a spiritual 
Feast. They came to give of themselves, 
volunteer on a moment’s notice, and share 
their smiles, warmth and a helping hand 
to all they encountered.

Robin Webber

Panama City Beach, Florida
“In all my years of keeping the Feast, 

I’ve never experienced such peace as I 
did this year in Panama City Beach,” com-
mented one enthusiastic Feastgoer. This 
encouraging comment best characterizes 
many similar comments we received dur-
ing and after the Feast. The Feast of Tab-
ernacles was indeed peaceful and inspir-
ing in Panama City Beach this year.

All the Feast messages were uplifting, 
with the main theme of learning to rule 
ourselves so we can help Christ serve 
others in the 1,000-year-period and the 
White Throne Judgment. The breth-
ren responded to the messages with 
rapt attention, and the Grand Ballroom 
seemed full nearly every day, as daily 
attendances remained high throughout 
the Feast.

Registration for the 2013 Feast of Tab-
ernacles in Panama City Beach, Florida, 

was 848. Our high attendance was 958 on 
the weekly Sabbath during the Feast.

Feast activities were very well attended. 
There were two opportunities for youth 
instruction on two separate days; the teen 
and young adult hospitality get-togethers 
and Bible studies; the teen dance (102 
attended); the family dance (302 attend-
ed); and the family activity at Rock-it! 
Lanes (360 attended). The children’s 
choir was a favorite of the Feast as well. 
Our stage theme highlighted the idea of 
the Feast of Ingathering, another biblical 
name for the Feast of Tabernacles.

Captain Jack’s Buffet, a favorite local 
restaurant that has hosted us for many 
years, served 176 of our honorable seniors. 
They enjoyed many delicious entrees and 
a variety of vegetables and tasty desserts. 
Many senior members remarked that this 
was one of the highlights of their Feast.

If you desire a balmy beach environ-
ment lined with stately palm trees, emer-
ald green waters caressing beaches of 
sugar white sands that stretch for miles, 
and blazing orange sunsets, the Emerald 
Coast paradise is just right for you. Plan 
now to keep the 2014 Feast of Tabernacles 
in Panama City Beach.

Jerold Aust

Phoenix, Arizona
The 153 people in attendance at the 

opening day of the Feast in Phoenix were 
very pleased to share in God’s remarkable 
blessings that occurred daily.

Our facility hosts were very generous 
and allowed us extensive use of the facili-
ties, even while they used other parts of 
the building. Even opening night, when 
they were mixed with us in the lobby 
before our services, they were gracious 
and accommodating.

The first day of the Feast brought blue 
skies with fluffy, white clouds and dry, 
warm breezes. The weather became bet-
ter every day.

The hospitality suite had plenty of deli-
cious “Feast quality” foods and drinks, 
which were available an hour and a half 
before afternoon services. This enhanced 
Feast fellowship for all. The generosity of 
those attending covered the cost.

The music, the messages and the fel-
lowship were all uplifting and encourag-
ing. News of the improvement of those 
who had health issues also encouraged 
everyone.

An attitude of service, willingness and 
cheerfulness permeated the entire time.

Messages focused on God’s great faith-
fulness in fulfilling His plan, and also on 
using the mind of Christ to prepare for 
His reign on earth.

The awesomeness of God’s past and 
present blessings were explained, as well 
as His future blessings for all mankind in 
the Kingdom of God.

John and Sandy Cafourek graciously 
came from Oceanside for the seventh 
day, which greatly enhanced our fellow-
ship and Feast experience.

We had a wonderful catered senior ban-
quet, which the “younger” people served. 
The delightful decor and fun were appre-
ciated.

Marlow Koller gave a short seminar 

about service animal protocol, which 
included how to train and use them for 
the blind.

There were six youngsters for the chil-
dren’s choir and special music of some 
type every day. The music was presented 
by 14 to 15 musically inclined people, 
who worked very hard to present a won-
derful mixture of uplifting music.

Two additional buffet meals at the 
facility were well attended and provided 
additional opportunities to fellowship 
and get to know people better. There were 
enough willing people to have an exciting 
variety show on Sunday evening. We also 
enjoyed family day at the famous Organ 
Stop Pizza. It truly was a great Feast of 
Tabernacles and Eighth Day in Phoenix.

Mike Miller

Steamboat Springs, Colorado
More than 450 brethren attended 

Steamboat Springs and enjoyed nearly 
perfect fall weather (except for the after-
noon of the family day activity). Family 
day was successful despite the gondola, 
which was supposed to take everyone 
up Mount Werner for lunch and games, 
being shut down due to lightning. Vans 
and busses took most up the mountain, 
and some members volunteered at the last 
minute to create some great games for the 
kids to enjoy once at the top.

The music was outstanding this year as 
well. Many talented musicians provided 
daily quality praise to God. An ensemble 
always accompanied the hymns, and two 
extra treats occurred during song servic-
es. On two occasions, five hard-of-hear-
ing or deaf members signed the hymns on 
stage, and twice children ages 5 to 12 kept 
beat with percussion instruments.

The speakers wove a theme of unity 
throughout the Feast, and the Bible stud-
ies provided spiritual nourishment.

Parents of the preteens created an activ-
ity, which they enjoyed. The teens had a 
pizza drop-in at the Steamboat Grand, 
and others sponsored hikes in the nearby 
mountains. Also the music at the seniors 
activity was high quality, with some com-
edy and storytelling.

One of the advantages of Steamboat 
Springs is around 85 percent of the 
attendees all stay under one roof, which 
contributes to the fellowship.

When a need developed there was 
always somebody ready to volunteer. This 
contributed to a successful and spiritually 
beneficial Feast of Tabernacles in Steam-
boat Springs.

Charles Melear

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Once again the Feast of Tabernacles 

in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, did not 
disappoint. More than 800 members of 
God’s family gathered to be instructed, 
to worship Him with song and to grow 
closer in fellowship and activities.

In addition to the full complement of 
messages during services, this year the 
schedule included two general Bible 
studies, two teen/young adult Bible stud-
ies and two homework sessions as well as 
a focused education seminar. New this 
year in the Dells was the family extrava-
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ganza—a combination of a family buffet 
dinner with the teens serving the seniors, 
a talent showcase, family dance and teen 
dance all on one day! Commemorative 
mugs were given out as a gift to everyone, 
and a photo area, complete with lights, 
backdrop and props, was provided for 
families and friends to take photos to 
help remember this wonderful Feast. 
Throughout the evening a slideshow of 
people, activities, art and scenery from 
the 2013 Feast was displayed on two large 
screens.

High attendance was 848 on the week-
ly Sabbath with the average attendance 
for the week staying in the high 700s. 
Attendees were able to sign large cards 
for those members who could not make 
it to the Feast. There was also a display 
of artwork done by members—paint-
ings, sculptures, knitting, photography 
and more were all on display. The whole 
week was peaceful, harmonious and ser-
vice oriented, which only added to the 
meaning of the festival.

I would encourage you to join us next 
year in the Dells for the Feast of Taber-
nacles!

Dan Dowd

United States 
Satellite Sites
Big Sandy, Texas

After weeks of dry, hot weather Feast-
goers were treated to approximately six 
inches of rain on the first Holy Day of 
the Feast in Big Sandy, Texas. The local 
morning service of the first Holy Day was 
attended by 105 brethren. A tex-mex lun-
cheon was served between services at our 
own church building in Big Sandy, Texas, 
before members gathered for the second 
message.

Some of the services were webcast 
from Panama City Beach, Florida, and 
members were treated to four services 
conducted locally. We scheduled our 
own special music for every service. 
Highlights included a three-genera-
tion Daniels performance—92 year old 
grandmother Linda on the piano, son 
Roger playing guitar, and grandson Cody 
playing the violin. Also four members of 
the Forrestier family, with 10-year-old 
Amanda on the harp, provided addi-
tional inspiration with their instrumental 
rendition of “As the Deer.”

We have a spacious multi-purpose area 
in the church building, which provided 
ample opportunities for fellowshipping 
and feasting in a private setting. Each 
morning before services a local member 
provided a kaffeeklatsch (a coffee social). 
We also enjoyed six lunch meals together. 
Some were catered and others were pro-
vided by members.

One afternoon members had the 
opportunity to attend a seminar on 
“Redeeming the Time.” Another after-
noon, members enjoyed a variety show, 
games, a pizza party and make your own 

sundaes. Many brethren contributed to 
a food drive that was donated to a local 
food pantry.

The Feast was inspiring with strong 
sermons, great fellowship, cooperation 
and peace.

Howard & Sarah Baker

Tampa, Florida
The Tampa satellite site was once again 

a warm and friendly location for those 
unable to travel to more distant Feast sites 
for a variety of reasons. No worries, the 
atmosphere of the larger Feast sites was 
recreated in the Tampa hall. Thanks to 
generous donations from local members, 
the stage was decorated beautifully, and 
the fellowship room served as the back-
drop for wonderful meals and fellowship 
everyday. From an indoor cookout to a 
ladies tea, every day provided an oppor-
tunity for service and sharing. Services 
were a combination of connecting with 
the webcast from Panama City Beach 
and live opening night services. There 
were also two Bible studies conducted by 
Michael Grovak, the pastor of the Lafay-
ette, Indiana, congregation.

Gordon Hannaway

Tucson, Arizona
A small group of Church of God mem-

bers and guests met at the United Church 
of God-Tucson satellite site, Tucson City 
Center InnSuites, for the 2013 Feast of 
Tabernacles. The site had 44 in atten-
dance on the first Holy Day. We were able 
to hear the webcast from Bend, Oregon, 
with no difficulty. One UCG member 
came from New Mexico. Guests includ-
ed a couple from Prescott, Arizona, and 
a group of five from Catalina, Arizona. 
They enjoyed all the sermons and said 
they would like to come back. While 
most local members stayed in their own 
homes, a small contingent stayed at the 
hotel. Everyone brought snacks each day 
so all were able to remain after services 
and fellowship. Many stayed as long as 
three hours after the conclusion of ser-
vices.

The opportunity to be together and 
get to know each other better was greatly 
appreciated. A movie matinee with pop-
corn and beverages took place on Sun-
day, Sept. 21. On the Eighth Day special 
music was provided by preteens Saman-
tha and Caitlyn DeSouto. Samantha, age 
10, played “Goin’ Home” on the piano. 
Caitlyn, age 7, sang “As the Deer” and 
was accompanied by her mother, D’Anne 
DeSouto, and directed by Diana Reyes. A 
taco bar lunch was provided at the hotel 
on the last day. The weather throughout 
the Feast was typical—sunny, warm and 
clear. All who attended were enthusiastic 
about the services and fellowship.

Diana Reyes

Zambia
Kalukanya-Isoka

This was the first Feast of Tabernacles 

of the United Church of God in Kalu-
kanya. In the past we have celebrated on 
our own, but this memorable year was a 
special opportunity for evangelism in our 
local church. We were honored to receive 
Luke Banda and his lovely wife. 

On the first day, 107 people attended, 
and we had morning and afternoon ser-
vices. Deacon Alfred Siame and deacon 
Luke Banda gave sermons about God’s 
festival and why we are here. The Head-
man of Kalukanya also spoke. He encour-
aged the Church and advised us to not 
listen to lies.

The girls and boys played soccer. In 
the match the women beat the men 7-6. 
The men beat the women in netball 11-5, 
therefore we were even. We also got to 
meet the baptized members and execu-
tive of Kalukanya.

We received sad news of three deaths 
during the Feast. The nephew of Mrs. 
Mulenga died at Isoka hospital, the neph-
ew of Mrs. Sinyenga died in Ndola, and 
the sister of Richard and George Kayama 
died in Lusaka. Some brethren had to 
leave us early to attend funerals during 
the Feast.

On the Eighth Day we had two servic-
es, with an attendance of 110 people and 
an offering of 153 Zambian kwacha. The 
offering on the first day was 200 kwacha. 
Sermons were given by Mr. Banda and 
Mr. Siame again.

During the week we also heard ser-
mons given by S.C. Mpelembe and P.Y. 
Sinyenga.

We closed the Feast with happiness and 
tears of joy. The children of Kalukanya 
were sad to leave us. The brethren’s level 
of commitment and sacrifice was inspir-
ing; there was much joy in all of our 
hearts. The festival was marvelous, with 
the renewing of old friendships, build-
ing of new ones and the creation of good 
memories. The inspiring messages pro-
vided spiritual food, and the Church will 
be well known in Kalukanya.

The presence of Mr. Banda and his wife 
gave us a lot of encouragement, instruc-
tion and support. Thank you to the 
minister who made it possible for them 
to come. We are looking forward to the 
next Feast. This one will be cherished and 
remembered in our lives.

Alfred Siame 

Lusaka
At the opening night of the Feast of Tab-

ernacles we had services with our guests 
from the U.S., David and Sandy Mills. 
We had 153 in attendance. There were 53 
brethren who missed the 8 p.m. opening 
service because their vehicle had engine 
trouble and stranded them on their way 
from Nalubanda North. Another vehicle 
brought them to the Feast site by mid-
night, and we were pleasantly surprised 
to see them at services the next morn-
ing. It worked out well since Maxiwell 
Kasakabantu had 12 tents with him and 
the stranded brethren. We had two ser-
vices as it was the Holy Day Sabbath.

We only had one service Thursday. Fri-

day and Sabbath evening we had marriage 
seminars. They were extremely popular, 
and this added to the sadness most of the 
married couples felt when the Mills left 
the following day for Zimbabwe. We were 
pleased when one of our university stu-
dents, Nancy Mwanza, was baptized by 
Mr. Mills Sabbath evening. It was a pleas-
ant occasion with about 35 brethren and 
her parents at a nearby lodge.

We had a wonderful family day Tues-
day. Some prizes were given away includ-
ing dolls, planes and trumpets. Everyone 
was given sweets, fruits and ice cream as 
well. There was a lot of fun and laughter, 
including tug-of-peace! The smaller chil-
dren enjoyed a movie and rapturously ate 
the meal as they do not enjoy such fare in 
the village where they come from.

The seniors also had a seniors lunch, 
where they had fellowship, wine and 
cake. Afterwards they went to a wild 
game park for game viewing at Parays.

The Eighth Day we had two services 
and a meeting for seniors and LifeNets 
in the evening.

Wilson Saulos Nkhoma

Zimbabwe
Victoria Falls

There were 63 brethren who traveled 
to the tourist resort town of Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe, to observe the Feast of Taber-
nacles this year.

The town is about 1 kilometer from the 
awe inspiring Victoria Falls, the world’s 
largest waterfall. This is a UNESCO 
World Heritage site and one of the seven 
Natural Wonders of the World.

Most of the members were housed at 
the Victoria Falls Rest Camp and Lodges. 
Church services were held at the Spray-
view Hotel Conference Hall, walking dis-
tance from the Rest Camp. Meals were 
prepared and served by a hired team of 
caterers. Brethren met at the Rest Camp at 
meal times to be served and eat together.

David Mills from North Carolina was 
the guest and main speaker for the second 
half of the Feast. Mr. Mills was accompa-
nied by his wife Sandy.

We also had two ladies who travelled 
all the way from Texas. There were nine 
visitors from neighboring Zambia. These 
international visitors are always welcome 
and appreciated.

Sermon subjects included a review of 
current chaotic world conditions in con-
trast to the peace and prosperity in the 
coming Kingdom as described in Isaiah 
11 and 35 and other scriptures in the 
Bible; preparing now to become kings 
and priests in the Kingdom; and the great 
meaning of the Eighth Day.

One evening we had a Bible study fol-
lowed by a question-and-answer session. 
Other activities included a family day 
social and barbecue lunch.

Mr. Mills baptized four new members: 
Philani Moyo and his wife Christina, Pau-
line Pombi, and Misheck Zulu.

Mike Mukarati
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crying to your husband and after going 
through 40 tissues and three hours you 
resolve that you’re done… and then reach 
for a few more tissues.

But in that conversation with him, God 
Himself was helping me. The subject that 
night has been a theme in my life. At that 
time I was in the throes of learning not 
only how amazing children are, but how 
incredibly hard being a parent is as well. 
My mind and heart were being tested as 
never before. And as I felt my relation-
ship with God strain and my patience fly 
away with every sleep-deprived-make-
this-baby-stop-crying moment I asked, 
“What in the world does God expect of 
me anyway?”

Two years later I had a beautiful, ram-
bunctious 2-year-old daughter and a 
precious, cuddly 2-month-old son. And 
again, almost no relationship with God 
amidst the new chaos of life. The Church 
had just split, and a shocking amount 
of my family and friends were suddenly 
on the opposite side of a quickly widen-
ing schism that I had no power to stop, 
or even understand. I was seriously and 
deeply in survival mode and the cry of my 

heart at that time was the same…
“What does God expect of me any-

way?!”
I grew up with a father who firmly 

believed that God expected a half hour of 
Bible study and a half hour of prayer every 
day. That was the best way to be a success-
ful Christian. Is God that rigid?

What does God want?
Obviously He’s not okay with nothing. 

Modern Christianity with its “no expecta-
tions, just love” mentality isn’t right.

So what does He want?
As God spoke through my husband 

that night years ago, I heard him say, “God 
is your Father, you are His daughter. What 
does any father want from a daughter? 
For her to love him, to talk to him and to 
include him in her life. To take what he 
says seriously.” Now this approach spoke 
to my heart. He continued, “When our 
daughter is your age, what is your hope 
for her relationship with me?” And so 
that became my first study. Not a study in 
the actual Bible, but into my heart. Into 
my hopes for the coming generations 
and how I wanted their lives to be better. 
Then I tried to be that myself toward God, 
which led me to the Bible. I have fallen 
many more times than I have done it well, 
but recently I have gotten the point.

This past spring we moved to a new 
house. A week before the move I felt 
the pressure of every moment counting 
toward moving day. Since my husband’s 
job was too busy to allow him to help, 
the job was 98 percent mine, along with 
a 4-year-old and a 2-year-old. And while 
almost eight months pregnant. And while 
preparing for the spring Holy Days, and a 
family wedding that was right around the 
corner and… you get the point. 

I cut off all of our regular activities to 
make time for the task at hand. No read-
ing time with the kids, no play time, no 
grocery shopping, no cooking… no Bible 
study. Within two days I had reverted 
back to the mom I never wanted to be: 
impatient, irrational, a no-fun-stick-in-
the-mud, and sometimes just downright 
mean. The peace we had found as I drank 
from God’s mercies every day dissipated 
in two days of stress and stagnant waters. 

That’s when God blessed me with an 
early morning. My brain was too busy to 
let me sleep and so I had a morning all 
to myself to reflect on everything. It was 
filled with a generous dose of grace and 
peace. The months since then, I’ll be hon-
est, have still been hit and miss. Between 
all the needs and desires that pull at my 
heart and time my priorities are all twist-

ed up again and the struggle continues.
I am, after all, a slow tree.
But I have seen a glimpse of who I can 

be when I dive into God’s Word, and I 
have seen the stark contrast when I stop. 
And my roots that have been developing 
are now big enough to sense when some-
thing is wrong and offer a solution.

So those of you with young families, my 
exhortation to you is this: Life is busy. I 
get that. In fact, if your life is like mine, it’s 
a non-stop whirlwind that seems to just 
go faster when you thought a break was 
coming. But that is no reason to not take 
a moment to water your tree. Don’t be 
afraid to let your children see you reach 
for better things. Tend the fruits of the 
spirit—against such there is no law! They 
are yours to grow. Even slow trees get 
around to producing fruit. Let your chil-
dren see, touch and hear the difference 
in you. There is no such thing as a super 
mom, but the best moms (and the stron-
gest trees) are the ones who take time to 
look at the best Daddy in the whole world 
and water their roots with His mercy and 
love.  UN

Mandie Cobb attends the Indianapolis, 
Indiana, congregation with her husband 
David and three children, HannahBeth, 
Joshua and Elijah.

Births
Eric and Yndira Snow of the Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, congregation and 
grandmothers Barbara Snow (Jackson, 
Michigan) and Ada Velazco Velarde 
(Lima, Peru) are happy to announce 
the birth of Thomas Samuel Alvarado 
Snow. Thomas was born July 28 (Peru’s 
Independence Day) in Farmington Hills, 
Michigan. He weighed 7 lb., 5 oz. and was 
20.5 in. long. He likes sleeping, eating, 
listening to baby music, and watching 
himself in a mirror.

Anniversaries
Bill and Terri Lussenheide celebrated 

their 25th wedding anniversary on Aug. 
31. Their marriage ceremony was con-
ducted by Denny Luker in 1988. They 
celebrated with a cake that was shared 
by their local brethren at the San Diego 
United Church of God congregation.

On June 28, 1963, Ernest and Kathleen 
Buck were married. Kathleen is a member 
of the Eureka, California, congregation of 
United Church of God. She heard Her-
bert Armstrong on the radio during the 
great flood of 1964. Mr. Armstrong was 
talking about Noah and the Flood. She 
was baptized in 1965 in the Eel River by 
Dennis Luker, but there were no Sabbath 
services in the area until the late 1970s. 
She was about seven months pregnant 
with their second child. 

The Bucks have seven children (three 
boys and four girls), 22 grandchildren (12 
boys and 10 girls), and five great-grand-
children (four boys and one girl). The 
couple celebrated 50 years of marriage 
this year.

On June 23, 2013, there was a barbe-
cue in their honor with a 60s theme, 
since they were married in that decade. 
Church members, friends and family 
traveled from various places and arrived 
dressed in clothing of that time period. 
There were tie-dyed shirts, hippies, flow-

er children, bikers, and even some regu-
lar people showed up. Other than food, 
there were various activities such as a slip 
‘n’ slide for the children and volleyball. 
Ernest has always had a love for fishing, 
so there was a “fishing for fruit” activity 
(yes, he did catch one!). Since there is not 
a good variety of 50th anniversary cards 
you can find, they ended up getting four 
duplicates of the same card, which caused 
a good laugh. They received some nice 
gifts including dining gift cards, which 
they used to go out on their actual anni-
versary.

Oliver (Billy) and Shirley Barron cel-
ebrated their 60th wedding anniversary 
on Aug. 29, 2013. The Northwest Arkan-
sas congregation, Shirley’s life-long friend 
JoAnn Artman, and close friends Richard 
and Lois Pershall, surprised them after 
services Aug. 10 with a cake, ice cream, 
flowers, a card signed by everyone and 
a silver-plated platter that congratulated 
them on their milestone anniversary.

We gave a toast with sparkling grape 
juice to the happy couple. In a journal the 
members of the congregation expressed 
their congratulations and love to the Bar-
rons for being such fine examples for us 
all.

Oliver and Shirley shared a dance to the 
song “May I Have This Dance?” There 
were not many dry eyes by the end of the 
song.

Oliver and Shirley met at a party held at 
a local school where the community was 
doing a send-off for a young man who 
was going into the military. Shirley saw 
Billy and asked a girl about him. She said 
she would not mind going out with him. 
A lady they both knew heard about what 
Shirley had said, so she called Billy and 
asked if he wanted to date Shirley. He did, 
so he called her and their first date was to 
a party being held by the same lady who 
had asked Billy if he would like to date 
Shirley.

They were married two months later 
in Bentonville, Arkansas, and their first 

Announcements

Thomas Samuel Alvarado Snow Bill and Terri Lussenheide Ernest and Kathleen Buck Oliver and Shirley Barron

Continued from page 2
The Slow Tree
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home was an apartment in Springdale, 
Arkansas.

They have two sons, David and Mark; 
three grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

Shirley and her mother, Susie Everett, 
came into the Church together and were 
baptized the same day by Bill Cowan in 
May of 1969. Billy was baptized in March 
of 1996. Shirley’s mother used to listen 
to Herbert Armstrong with the sound 
turned down really low so her husband 
would not prevent her from listening.

After a family tragedy, Shirley started 
to think about God and what this life is 
really all about. She was ready to answer 
God’s calling. Billy started going to the 
Feast of Tabernacles with her because he 
did not want to stay home alone. His life 
changed by what he heard. It is amazing 
that the Feast is what got him interested, 
because he has been the festival advisor 
for the congregation for many years.

Through the years Billy and Shirley have 
done many types of work. Billy retired 
from the Heekin Can Company, but he 
continues to work delivering medicine 
to hospitals for Cardinal Health. Shirley 
at one point farmed, raising hundreds of 
chickens at a time, so she would be able to 
stay home with their sons.

They were both born and raised in 
northwest Arkansas. They have traveled 
to many Feast sites including Pasadena, 
California; St Petersburg, Florida; Big 
Sandy, Texas; Lake of the Ozarks, Mis-
souri; Rapid City, South Dakota; Biloxi, 
Mississippi; and Branson, Missouri. They 
have not missed a Feast since 1969.

We are so blessed to know them and 
to have them in our local congregation. 
They are always ready to help anyone in 
any way they can. They are fine examples 
of love and devotion. They have succeed-

ed at doing something most people will 
never do: staying happily married for 60 
years.

Congratulations to Floyd and Judy 
Cox who celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary. They were married Sept. 1, 
1963, in Evansville, Indiana They were 
both baptized in 1966 and attended the 
Indianapolis and Lafayette congregations 
in Indiana. Floyd and Judy have two chil-
dren,  Jennifer (married to Kurt Hoyer) 
and Brad Cox, and four grandchildren: 
Khavren (14), Dylan (13) and Brandon 
Hoyer (8) and Christina Cox (12). The 
Hoyers currently live in Manila, Philip-
pines.

Judy, a retired RN, enjoys tending her 
own lush soil and volunteers locally as a 
Tippecanoe County master gardener at 
the Purdue Extension Gardens. Floyd, a 
retired teacher, studies genealogy and the 
intelligent design of the ages.  

The Lafayette Congregation hosted a 
lovely cake and punch celebration Sept. 7 
after services. The couple was presented 

with a beautifully framed photo of them 
“then and now.” Judy especially appreci-
ated all the gorgeous bouquets.

The Little Rock UCG congregation 
hosted a 60th anniversary reception for 
Henry and Lucille Runnels on Oct. 5.

Fred Nance noted their anniversary 
during Sabbath services, and following 
services cake and punch were served. 
The Runnels received an engraved picture 
frame to commemorate the event. The 
Runnels have been attending the Church 
of God since 1971.

Henry and Lucille were married Oct. 
2, 1953. The first years of their marriage 
were spent in California. They moved to 
Arkansas, where they had purchased 70 
acres of land. They have lived there in the 
home they built for 55 years.

Henry worked at Fourche River Ranch 
doing farm work and also worked at Ward 
Bus Manufacturers in Conway, Arkansas, 
until he retired.

Lucille is a homemaker and worked as 
a cook at Perryville High School until she 

retired. She enjoys gardening, baking, 
canning and sewing. She made her chil-
dren’s clothing when they were growing 
up. She still cans and freezes. When we 
have potlucks at church, everyone looks 
forward to her contributions. She makes 
cakes from scratch and brings home-
grown corn.

Henry and Lucille have four children: 
two sons, Ronnie and Tommy, and two 
daughters, Patricia and Betty. They have 
nine grandchildren and five great-grand-
children.

They are a great example of a successful 
marriage.

The Tampa congregation celebrated 
Art and Jeannie McSorley’s anniversary 
with a potluck of good food and warm 
fellowship after services on Aug. 17. The 
couple were married Sept. 3, 1944.

Surely our heavenly Father and Elder 
Brother (the Creators of marriage), and 
all the angels celebrated with us on this 
joyous occasion. One of the couple’s 
daughters, Jenny Prickett (a Tampa mem-

Announcements

James V. Neff, elder from Texarkana, 
Texas, died July 9, at age 55, after a short 
but valiant fight against pancreatic can-
cer. He fought it until the end, and he 
finished the race.

James was born Jan. 27, 1958, in Tex-

arkana, Texas, to Lunda and Dolly Neff. 
He was the youngest of 12 children. His 
oldest brother introduced the family 
to Herbert Armstrong when he was a 
teenager in the late 1950s. James’ mom, 
Dolly Neff, began searching for a church 
in the area and she was baptized in 1965. 
Soon thereafter church services started 
in Texarkana in 1966.

James grew up in the Church and was 
baptized by Bill Bradford in 1977. On 
the Feast of Trumpets, Sept. 12, 1988, he 
was ordained as a local elder. This past 
Sept. 12, marked the 25th anniversary of 
his ordination.

James has served throughout the 
years with sermonettes, Bible studies, 
sermons, Spokesman’s Club, Passover 
services, anointing, and counselling. 
God blessed him with a discerning heart 
and mind. He has been a stable, stead-
fast pillar for the local church, and he 
taught, lived, and held fast the faith.

Faith, family and friends were the 
most important things to James.

James met the woman of his dreams, 
Glenda, on July 16, 1980, and proposed 
to her just a little over a month later 
on Aug. 20, 1980. They quickly began 
clearing off land and lumber to build 
their future home. When they married 
on Dec. 26, 1980, there were three rows 
of logs set in the new house. They lived 
with James’ parents until Thanksgiving 
1981, when the log cabin was complete. 
They spent the remainder of their mar-
ried life in this home, rearing two chil-
dren and a grandchild.

James’ career spanned 36 years with 
Langdon Oxygen and Airgas Mid-
South. James began working in 1977 for 
Langdon Oxygen Company in Texar-
kana, Texas. The company was sold to 
Airgas Mid-South in 1996. James was 
branch business manager for the main 
store from 1996-2004. He was area 
branch operations coordinator for the 
whole region from 2005-2007. James 
was responsible for setup, organizing 
and opening 10 other stores in the area. 

In 2007 he again assumed the role of 
branch business manager for the main 
store in Texarkana.

Although James could not read 
music, he was an exceptionally talented 
musician. He was most content with 
a stringed instrument resting in his 
hands. If it had strings, he could play it; 
however the instrument that he called 
his own was the mandolin. He played 
the mandolin for the band The Pickin’ 
Hicks, and they performed at various 
shows including the Louisiana hayride 
for many years. James was a musician for 
practically his whole life, and he loved 
bluegrass music—just good music, as he 
described it.

James is survived by his loving wife 
Glenda, his daughter Sarah, his grand-
son James David (JD), his son Joseph 
and daughter-in-law Elizabeth. Also 
there are three surviving brothers and 
their wives, Lonnie and Kay, Charles 
and Donna, Gary and Jo Ellen, and two 
sisters, Linda Laper and Violet Helmes.

Tribute James Neff

Henry and Lucille RunnelsFloyd and Judy Cox Art and Jeannie McSorley
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ber), made them a beautiful anniversary 
cake. About 25 of the family celebrated 
with us. Quite a few are members of the 
Tampa congregation.

It all began 69 years ago when two peo-
ple fell in love and married. Their family 
grew—11 children, 24 grandchildren, 32 
great-grandchildren, and 21 in-laws, add-
ing up to one big happy family.

Art and Jennie were baptized in June 
of 1960 by James Well and James Friddle, 
who were on a baptizing tour in the Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, area.

What a beautiful example this godly 
couple have been to all of us. Congratula-
tions Art and Jeannie.

Obituaries
Angus Benson of the Raleigh, North 

Carolina, congregation died peacefully 
Aug. 17. He was 87 years old. Angus spent 

most of his life in Erwin, North Carolina. 
He was in the Navy during World War II. 
After the war, he married his wife Hallie 

in April of 1947. Angus worked in a den-
im mill, a grocery store, and as an insur-
ance salesman. He enjoyed playing the 
guitar and was part of a local band. He 
and Hallie had two children, five grand-
children, and 14 great-grandchildren. In 
April they celebrated their 66th wedding 
anniversary.

Angus and Hallie were baptized in 
February of 1973, and they attended the 
Fayetteville church for many years. They 
became members of the UCG congrega-
tion in Raleigh in 1995, but due to health 
problems they were only able to attend for 
a short time. They faithfully listened to 
video sermons and connected to Sabbath 
services each week by phone hook-up.
The pastor and church members visited 
them, and they stayed very connected 
with the Church and its work.

Angus had a good sense of humor. 
His quick wit kept you on your toes! He 
loved his wife and family, and he loved 

the Church. In his earlier life, he greatly 
enjoyed going to Jekyll Island for the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Angus lived a rich and full 
life, and now he will rest until the resur-
rection. He will be greatly missed by Hall-
ie, his family members, and his friends.

Alvah Pyle, our beloved friend and 
senior member, died on the Sabbath, 
Aug. 3, at the age of 99. She would have 
turned 100 years old Dec. 15.

She was born Alvah Ott in Flippin, 
Arkansas, back in 1913. She was the 
youngest of five children: four girls and 
one boy. Her late brother lived to be 100, 
and her older sister lived to be 102.

Mrs. Pyle grew up in the country in 

Arkansas, where her father farmed 80 
acres of land. She learned to work in the 
fields at an early age.

In 1933 she married Norvel Pyle. He 
had completed three years of college 
and was a teacher in a country school. 
A few years later he received his college 
degree and taught vocational agricul-
ture for several years. After teaching, he 
became a high school superintendent.

Mr. and Mrs. Pyle heard The World 
Tomorrow broadcast back in the 1940s. 
They attended Passover service in 1953 
in Big Sandy and were both baptized. 
They moved to Big Sandy in 1957, and 
Mr. Pyle taught at Imperial School. He 
was ordained as an elder in 1970 and 
worked with the church congregation 
before his death in 1987.

Mrs. Pyle was primarily a homemak-
er. She was the mother of eight children. 
Her first child, Jimmy Lynn, only lived 
for 10 weeks. She then had Norva Lee, 
Natalie, Jack, Dennis, Kaye, Ray and 
Joseph. Her youngest child, Joseph, was 

married only about one year to Connie 
Ham, when he died of cancer at the age 
of 21. Connie later married Larry Elli-
son and remained close to Grandma 
during the years.

She wrote two books of poetry and 
also composed a hymn. When she visit-
ed Sabbath school several years ago she 
told the children, “I try to speak God’s 
Word by the life I live, because I have 
always heard the life you live is the best 
sermon you can give.” She was an inspi-
ration to hundreds around the world, 
sending e-mails on current events and 
inspiring stories to a vast e-mail list. She 
also diligently watched world events 
and would occasionally write the presi-
dent and take him to task.

She loved God’s creation and His 
creatures. If you visited her apartment 
at Hillcrest, you will remember lots of 
flowers growing outside. She enjoyed 
watching the birds feasting on the bird-
feeders located outside her dining room 
window.

Mrs. Pyle has a large immediate fam-
ily of more than 70, including 21 grand-
children, 34 great-grandchildren and 
one great-great grandchild. Her chil-
dren often visited, called, sent flowers 
and provided ongoing love to her. She 
is survived by three sons, three daugh-
ters and their mates: Norva Lee and Ron 
Kelly, Natalie and Tony Hammer, Jack 
and Ruthann Pyle, Dennis and Joye 
Pyle, Kaye and Jim Kissee, and Ray and 
Sherron Pyle.

More than 200 attended an evening 
memorial service conducted at the 
local church hall Aug. 7, with Don Ward 
officiating. A reception followed in the 
multipurpose area. A graveside service 
was held Aug. 8, followed by a private 
catered meal for the family at the church 
hall.

Mrs. Pyle has been an inspiration to 
all and a great role model as a dedicated, 
faithful godly woman. We will miss her 
deeply.

Mary Ruth Nunnally Davis Mis-
chnick was born Nov. 5, 1926, in Tyron-

za, Arkansas. Ruth grew up on a farm 
with her three sisters, Ellen, Margie, 
Nancy, and one brother, Raymond. Liv-
ing in a rural area, she learned many 
skills including gardening, cooking and 
crocheting.

Ruth worked in a cookie factory in 
Memphis, Tennessee, prior to her first 
marriage. She planned to marry a young 
man who was in the Navy, but he was 
killed in the war as a tail gunman. Later, 
she married a hometown boy, Winfard 
Davis,  who also spent a tour in the 
Navy. They had a family consisting of 
one daughter, Evelyn Davis Shafer, and 
four sons, Carl, Bobby, Larry and Joe. 
During this period of time Ruth was a 
homemaker.

Ruth’s first husband died Oct. 23, 
1969. After his death, she moved to 
Jonesboro and was hired by Kroger. She 
was able to support her children and to 
purchase a house. During her marriage 
and while she was raising her family, 
Ruth listened to Herbert Armstrong’s 
broadcast on the radio and read The 
Plain Truth. In 1984, she was baptized 
in a lake by Bill Jacobs.

After working for Kroger 17 years, 
she retired. She met Al Mischnick when 
he started the UCG congregation in the 
Jonesboro area. They were married for 
16 years. She was a homemaker and a 
great help to her husband. She enjoyed 
gardening, cooking and doing puzzles 
with Al. She was with him when he was 

honored for serving in the ministry for 
50 years. Mr. Mischnick said that what 
he admired most about Ruth was how 
she raised her family and bought her 
own home by herself. Ruth was loved by 
the Church members in both the Jones-
boro and Little Rock congregations.

Ruth died Sept. 17 at St. Vincent’s 
Infirmary in Sherwood, Arkansas. She 
is survived by her husband;  three sons, 
Bobby, Larry and Joe Davis; one daugh-
ter, Evelyn Shafer ; 11 grandchildren, 16 
great-grandchildren; as well as her sis-
ters, Margie Lantz and Nancy Puckett. 
Ruth ran her race and ran it well. She 
will be missed.

Tribute Alvah Pyle

Tribute Ruth Mischnick

Announcements:
You are welcome to submit 

announcements of the births, engage-
ments, weddings, significant anniversa-
ries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) and obituaries 
in your families. Most items are 50 to 
100 words and should not exceed 250 
words. Please e-mail (preferred) to 
UN@ucg.org or give them to your 
local pastor to forward to United News. 
If you mail via regular mail, please 
include a self-addressed envelope if you 
would like photos returned.

Angus Benson
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Parisian Seniors Brunch 
in Dallas Congregation

A Parisian themed brunch was enjoyed 
by 65 seniors Sabbath morning, July 13. 
Our French chefs, Sam and Pedro, made 
omelettes to order; there were also bel-
gian waffles, pancakes and scrambled 
eggs offered. The seniors enjoyed a fruit 
bar, bagels, croissants and yogurt for 
dessert. Beverages included coffee, hot 
tea and milk.

The Paris theme continued with a 
seven-foot Eiffel Tower backdrop. It was 
strung with decorative lights and used 
for photo opportunities. To top off the 
memorable occasion, the seniors were 
entertained by Cassie and James Rich-
ards, who sang “Unforgettable.” Amber 
Benedict sang “Grandpa,” and Tanya 
Wright sang “The Way We Were.” Emily 
Snyder also serenaded us with several 
soothing violin pieces, and Larry Bowen 
emceed in a warm and inviting manner. 
Reba Carmack coordinated the entire 
event and was given a basket of Parisian 
memorabilia.

What a festive way to enjoy a delec-
table Sabbath brunch!

Richard Velting

Phoenix Congregations 
Witness Wonders of 
God’s Creation

The Phoenix area congregations 
enjoyed a perfect mix of beauty, nature, 
food and fun July 21. The summer event 
included an outing to the newly opened 
Butterfly Wonderland, which is America’s 
largest butterfly atrium. The event began 
with a 3D film about the stages and 
travels of monarch butterflies. We then 
moved to the Emergence Hall to view 
exotic species that were passing from 
chrysalis to drying butterflies.

We also entered an enclosed 
10,000-sq.-ft. simulated rainforest envi-
ronment. The atrium was alive with 
fluttering wings as butterflies such as 

the iridescent, beautiful blue morpho of 
South America wisped by. With camera 
lenses incessantly clicking, young and 
old roamed the atrium searching for the 
next amazing spectacle. If you looked 
closely enough you were able to discov-
er smaller species like the  delicate look-
ing paper kite butterfly or see an atlas 
moth sitting among the branches and 
plants that surrounded the pathways.

Many individuals had to be alerted 
that they were wandering around with 
butterfly hitchhikers on them. The 
insects were unafraid to land on any-
thing, including one’s face! The event 
concluded with a visit to the indoor dis-
plays of a live ant colony, a working hon-
eybee hive, and a young stingray tank, 
whose occupants invited tummy rubs.

Even though a monsoon rain poured 
down while we were inside, the sky 
cleared just in time for everyone to head 
over to a member’s home for a potluck 
luncheon and swim party. Everyone had 
a good time and left with many stories 
to tell.

Lorelei Nettles

Southern California 
Members Enjoy Cruise, 
Tour of Los Angeles and 
Long Beach Ports

On July 28, more than 70 members 
from a few Southern California con-
gregations enjoyed a private two-hour 
cruise, a narrated educational tour of 
the Los Angeles and Long Beach ports. 
Combined, these two ports make up the 
nation’s biggest cargo container hub and 
handle 40 percent of the nation’s import 
trade. The cruise tour was organized by 
the Garden Grove congregation but was 
open to members of the Los Angeles 
and Redlands congregations.

This was a great opportunity for many 
who have lived in this area for years, 
yet have never toured these ports. It 
took 40 years of hauling a seemingly 
endless amount of rocks from nearby 

Catalina Island to build the huge break-
water around the two harbors. We were 
wowed by the size of the oil supertank-
ers, the container ships and the huge 
facilities to handle the delivery and 
distribution of the cargo. Other points 
of interest we passed included the Ter-
minal Island federal prison, cruise ship 
terminals, large bridges, the RMS Queen 
Mary ocean liner from the 1930s and 
the World War II battleship USS Iowa. 
We were treated to an assortment of 
wildlife—sea lions basking in the sun on 
buoys, harbor seals and pelicans.

This was a memorable combination for 
a church activity—good fellowship and 
relaxation, all while learning so much 
about these fascinating ports and the 
important role they play in our nation’s 
trade.

Jean Updegraff

Mattie Hobbs Honored 
for 100th Birthday

Not many people can say they have 
lived for an entire century, but Mattie 
Hobbs of Reserve, New Mexico, has. Mat-

tie and her husband Roy were baptized 
into the Church of God in 1970. She has 
been a wonderful example of love and 
service to God’s people and to the com-
munity ever since. In honor of her 100th 
birthday, the Albuquerque congregation 
held a camp-out at the KOA in Silver City 
during the weekend of July 20.

Some members camped in RVs, some 
in tents, and some in small cabins, but 
meals were held together both Friday 
and Saturday night. Much fellowship was 
enjoyed around the campfire at night. 
On the Sabbath, church services were 
held at the rehabilitation facility in Silver 
City, where Mrs. Hobbs is currently living. 
For several years Mrs. Hobbs has been lis-
tening to services via phone hook-up—
so this was a special treat for her.

After a sermon on “Caleb—The Wis-
dom of Senior Citizens” by pastor Randy 
Schreiber, Mrs. Hobbs was presented 
with several gifts, including a bouquet 
of roses and a card signed by the UCG 
home office; a picture-book with pho-
tographs, scriptures and special notes 
from each Albuquerque church member 
or family; and several hand-made flower 
pens from young Maria Ford. Hymns 
were accompanied on the guitar by Eva 

Local Church UPDATES
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Mark and Glenda Elliott at the Parisian senior 
brunch in front of the seven-foot Eiffel tower.

The Phoenix congregations visited the largest 
butterfly atrium in the world in July.

Mattie Hobbs at the 100th birthday celebration held by the Albuquerque congregation.

Southern California members on the cruise and tour of Los Angeles and Long Beach ports.
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17:17; 6:63).
Let’s take a look at why a liberal arts 

education is impossible to achieve apart 
from truth. “Because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it” (Mat-
thew 7:14, King James Version). Satan 
is the god of this world, and he controls 
the educational systems of this world. Yet 
if you ask world leaders how the world’s 
problems are going to be solved, they 
will say through education. But the god 
of this world hates humankind and seeks 
to destroy us and God’s plan for us. So 
how can we possibly be set free from fear, 
ignorance, superstition and the dogmas 
of man through a system that is controlled 
by the great deceiver?

God’s Word (as taught in God’s Church 
and through programs such as Ambassa-
dor Bible Center) is the only foundation  
on which you can obtain a true liberal 
arts education. You may not understand 
Greek and German philosophy, but if you 
know the meaning, purpose and applica-
tion of God’s plan for humankind and 
you continue in His Word, you cannot be 
deceived. God, of His own free will, begot 
us with truth—the truth that makes us 
free indeed (James 1:18).

Ambassador Bible Center is unique, it 
is different, and it does offer something to 
students that cannot be gained from other 
institutions. Believe it or not, ABC offers 
a true liberal arts education. Even though 
there are many courses not offered that 
would be offered in a liberal arts degree, 

the essential truths that provide true free-
dom are taught at ABC. The Church of 
God and Ambassador Bible Center teach 
the truth that can set you free—I mean 
totally free in the spiritual sense.

Scientists and many other people 
believe that there may be life on other 
planets. Scientists are desperately grop-
ing in an attempt to explain the creation 
and the various physical, mental, psycho-
logical and spiritual laws that sustain and 
regulate that creation. All kinds of theo-
ries and speculations are proffered. But 
they are always left with the question of 

origins.
There is no power, no force, and no 

organism that God does not know about. 
You don’t have to worry about invasion 
from outer space. I know who the invader 
is going to be. It is going to be Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth. Satan deceives man, and he 
fights against his maker (Isaiah 45:9-13).

I was reading recently about the major 
concern of college-age youth today, and 
it centers on the answers to the big ques-
tions of life: What is man, who is man, 

what is his purpose? In other words, 
“Why was I born?” Was it just to live a few 
miserable, pain-filled years in this hunk 
of clay? College-age people are commit-
ting suicide at a greater rate than any 
other segment of society except psychia-
trists. Teenagers and college-age people 
are desperately groping for the answers 
to the big questions of life. When answers 
are not available they turn to the various 
escape mechanisms of Satan the devil. 
Our young people don’t understand, 
and I think it is tragically paradoxical 
and ironic that the very thing that turns 

many of our young people off is the very 
thing that the youngsters of the world are 
searching for.

Who am I? Why was I born? Is there 
any purpose for human existence above 
this vain and transitory life? They are 
miserable because they don’t know the 
truth. They are enslaved by Satan’s world. 
They don’t have the precious knowledge 
that liberates man and makes him truly 
free. Many of our youngsters are miser-
able because they do have this knowledge. 

They think that they would love to enjoy 
the pleasures of this world’s society for a 
season and then jump back over the fence 
when the time is right. The problem with 
that is that those who are not doing and 
living by God’s Word will not know when 
the time is right.

Few of us seem to understand that 
Satan hates us because of our potential for 
happiness. He wants to see us as miserable 
as he is. Satan knows his fate. He cleverly 
makes that which will hurt us look really 
enticing. After he has enticed us, drawn 
us into his trap, then he springs the door. 
Ambassador Bible Center has the answer 
to “Why was I born?” and to “Why were 
you born?”

Ambassador Bible Center provides 
the teachers and the environment where 
these principles can be taught and lived.

After you have learned the truth you 
must apply it so you can be a light to the 
world. We can boast all day about know-
ing the truth. But if we don’t apply the 
truth then we are worse off than we would 
have been had we not gained this knowl-
edge. If we are diligent to do the weightier 
matters of the law exercising judgment, 
mercy and faith, we will fulfill the two 
great commandments and always walk in 
the perfect law of liberty: “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself ” (Matthew 
22:37-40, KJV).  UN

Velazquez and Al Watters, and on the 
autoharp by Karen Ford.

When church services were con-
cluded, the Albuquerque choir, led by 
Karen Ford, performed a concert for 
the residents of the rehab facility. They 
sang many well loved selections such 
as “Days of Elijah,” “God of Love, God of 
Mercy” and “Streets of Gold.” The guest 
of honor had an opportunity to hear 
special music in person for a change. 
Mattie was thrilled with the fellowship, 
gifts and music. She graciously thanked 
us and asked us to come back and visit 
again soon. The Albuquerque congre-
gation plans to hold another campout 
and spend time visiting her on her 101st 
birthday!

Nicole Gard

Orpha Wingfield 
Honored for 104th 
Birthday

Orpha Wingfield of Tularosa, New 
Mexico, turned 104 years old on Oct. 9. 
She was baptized in the early 1950s in 
the Rio Grande River near Las Cruces by 
Rod Meredith, who was on a baptizing 
tour with Herman Hoeh. She still lives in 
her own house (which was moved from 

Alamogordo in the 1970s). She is no 
longer able to attend services and rarely 
leaves her home. However, she contin-
ues to take care of her own daily needs, 
other than receiving meals from Meals 
on Wheels. Although she does not need 
glasses or a hearing aid, she is concerned 
that her memory lapses at times—but 
then she remembers later. Orpha is an 
avid reader and has hundreds of books 

in her home. She has written poetry and 
has entertained visitors with her reading 
of “Bumbling Bumble Bee,” which she 
wrote in her late teens. Her western land-
scape paintings of deserts, mountains 
and sunsets were painted by memory 
and are placed throughout her house. 
She is a very lively conversationalist on 
many subjects.

Walt Tannert

attendance and a 4.5 percent increase in 
the offering reported over the Feast of 
Trumpets 2012.
Day of Atonement (Reported)

Attendance:          8,254
Offering:                $546,446.81
This represents a 4.5 percent increase 

in attendance and a 3.6 percent increase 
in the offering reported over the Day of 
Atonement 2012.
First Day of the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Reported)

Attendance:           7,395
Offering:                $439,669.96
NOTE: This report includes all U.S. sites, 

including six satellite sites.
This represents a 5.5 percent increase 

in attendance and a 2.7 percent increase 
in the offering reported over the Feast of 
Tabernacles 2012.
Eighth Day (Reported)

Attendance:          7,048
Offering:                $514,376.35
NOTE: This report includes all U.S. sites, 

including six satellite sites. 
This represents a 5.5 percent increase 

in attendance and a 8.8 percent increase 
in the offering reported over the Eighth 
Day 2012.

Gerald Seelig

AT A GLANCE

AT A GLANCE

Continued from page 3

A recent photo of Orpha Wingfield, who recently turned 104 years old, left, and a portrait of her from 
when she was a child, right.

Continued from page 2

The ABCs of a True Liberal Arts Education

I think it is tragically paradoxical and ironic 
that the very thing that turns many of our 
young people off is the very thing that the 
youngsters of the world are searching for.

From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL
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WINTER FAMILY WEEKEND DETAILS

■ Beyond Today Airing Schedule

■ Beyond Today Staff Members Take All-Day 
Retreat to Sharpen Focus, Plan for Future

On Tuesday, Oct. 15, 18 staff and management 
members including Peter Eddington and Victor Kubik 
held all-day meetings in a retreat setting to discuss 

various aspects of the production of Beyond Today. 
Among the items on the agenda for discussion were 
the vision and mission for Beyond Today. The team 
identified goals for the coming year and ranked them 
in order of most important to least. They discussed 
what topics garner the best response and agreed to 
do a majority of the programs produced in the com-
ing year in those topics of interest. They identified 
what characteristics in the tone of each program 
they’d like to convey in order to improve the script-
writing process. They discussed the feasibility of 
producing one new reprint-style “micro-booklet” 
each month. The limited print-run, limited time offer 
booklets seem to improve response. Producing more 
in the coming year will be a way to test that.

In a follow-up meeting three 
weeks later, the production 
team planned the topics for 
the coming year’s programs as 
well as the limited-run “micro-
booklets.”

The whole team felt encour-
aged by the retreat,  unified on 
the vision for the program and 
eager to always be improving. 
They appreciate the heartfelt 
prayers of the whole Church 
and genuinely recognize that 
although their duty is to put in 
the best effort possible in plant-

ing the seed, it’s God who gives the increase. 
Mitchell Moss

Featured Links
■ A Day in the Life of Beyond Today
http://youtu.be/Q6lqdaN9RzI
On Oct. 16-17, Beyond Today presenters recorded 
three new programs for airing in the coming weeks:

“Living Beyond Today,” “Am I Missing Something in My 
Life?” and “The Strange Tale of Simon the Magician.”
Please enjoy this one-minute, HD time-lapse snap-
shot of our Wednesday, Oct. 16, recording day. It was 
shot and edited by Jamie Schreiber on his GoPro 
camera.
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Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices Nov. 20: Live Wednesday Night Bible Study Webcast

Nov. 28: Thanksgiving

Dec. 4: Live Wednesday Night Bible Study Webcast

Dec. 9-12: Council of Elders Quarterly Meeting, Cincinnati

Dec. 20-24: Winter Family Weekend, Cincinnati

Dec. 21-24: Northwest Family Weekend, Portland 

Dec. 23-27: Southwest Preteen Camp, Arizona

Dec. 25-31: Winter Camp, Wisconsin

Jan. 8, 2014: Live Wednesday Night Bible Study Webcast

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

UNITED STATISTICS

Title Host Airing Period

The Value of Women Steve Myers Nov. 3-9

Is Spiritual 
Leavening in Your 
Life?

Gary Petty Nov. 10-16

The Sabbath in 
History and 
Prophecy

Darris 
McNeely Nov. 17-23

You’re Probably Not 
Saved, Yet Steve Myers Nov. 24-30

The Strange Tale of 
Simon the Magician Gary Petty Dec. 1-7

Is Something 
Missing In My Life? Steve Myers Dec. 8-14

Living Beyond Today Darris 
McNeely Dec. 15-21

Regifting Jesus Gary Petty Dec. 22-28

A Thief in the Night Gary Petty Dec. 29-Jan. 4, 
2014

Details and Registration Reminder
The Friday night Bible Study (Dec. 20) at 7:30 p.m. will commence the activities, followed 

by Sabbath services on the 21st. The theme for the Bible seminar presentations will be “The 
Two Great Commandments.” There will be seminars for adults and teens on Sabbath morn-
ing. More seminars for adults will be on Sunday during the sporting activities.

Please remember to make your reservations at Great Wolf or one of the alternate loca-
tions as soon as possible so that you may have the accommodations you desire. For Great 
Wolf you may call (800) 913-9653 and mention you are calling about United Church Win-
ter Family Weekend for our special rate. Or you may reserve a room online with the code 
1312ucgw. For alternate lodging, see the information on our registration website.

Don’t forget to register at http://wfw.ucg.org for the activities that you may wish to par-
ticipate in. This will give us numbers to continue planning for your enjoyment for this year’s 
exciting event. To schedule volleyball and basketball it is important to know how many 
teams and individuals for whom to plan.

If you would like to play in any of these sports, please register either as a team or as an 
individual to be placed on a team by Dec. 8. After Dec. 8, the schedule for games will be 
drawn up to have it ready for the weekend. If you are registered by the cutoff date, we will 
make sure you will be included. If not, although we will do our best to accommodate all, 
please note it may be impossible to schedule you.         Gary Antion
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