
by Doug Horchak

Festival coordinators from the Unit-
ed States, Canada and the Caribbean 
met with home office personnel in 
Dallas, Texas, Feb. 12 and 13 to make 
plans for the Feast of Tabernacles this 
year.

Ministerial Services team mem-
bers Jim Franks, Dave Register and 
Doug Horchak, along with Charles 
Melear (Festival planner) conducted 
the meetings that covered everything 
from annual reports from each Feast 
site, future site development and 

needs, housing negotiations and mem-
ber registration, to the varied policies 
that affect our meeting preparations, 
speaking schedules and activity plan-
ning.

Like last year these meetings were 
held Dallas due to both costs and 
weather conditions. Both last year 
and this year severe winter weather 
turned up in the Midwest that would 
have hampered travel to and from the 
meetings.

Jim Franks, Ministerial Servic-
es operation manager, opened by 
explaining that the overall purpose of 

these meetings was for this group to 
compare notes, discuss policies and 

grow as a team to produce the best 
possible experience at the Feast for 
God’s people. Also discussed was the 
importance of working together as a 
team. Unity of approach, message and 
oversight is a key factor in providing 
the kind of atmosphere that the Feast 
should provide, given we are striving 
to give everyone a millennial foretaste 
of the world tomorrow.

Following these opening com-
ments, discussions began on the 
many details involved in planning 

Coordinators Plan Feast ’08; Poconos Site Chosen

ABC Student Body Leaders Announced

by Linda Merrick

The 2008 Ambassador Bible Center class recently 
elected their student body leaders for the year. The student 
leaders are (asterisk means committee head):

Student Officers: Christopher Salva, student body 
president; Naomi Shoemaker, secretary; Marty Miller, 
treasurer; Rob Oswald, monitor; and Nick Lamoureux, 
assistant monitor.

Social Activities Committee: Michael Ball*, Karen 
Claunch*, Corey Chambers and Gerald Vera.

Service Projects: Eric Jeffords*, Laura Jeffords*, Dev-
on McCaulley and Jarrett McCollam.

Kitchen Care: Denice Schmidt* and Eileen Shar-
key.

ABC Message Board: Sally Hambleton* and Heather 
Kern.

ABC Times: Linda Merrick* and Gina Morelli.
Music Coordinators for ABC Chorale: Matt Beech*, 

Gina Morelli* and Jason O’Connor.

Secretary Naomi Shoemaker, president Chris Salva and treasurer Marty Miller; officers and committee heads
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ABC Gearing 
Up for 10th Year
■ New nine-month program 
to start Sept. 7; applications 
due July 31.

The Ambassador Bible Center 
instructors have been discussing 
changing to a nine-month program of 
instruction at ABC for over two years, 
and the decision to make the change 
starting in September this year was 
announced by Clyde Kilough in the last 
issue of United News.

“We are really excited about the 
possibilities,” said David Johnson, 
who teaches Former Prophets, Acts 
of the Apostles and Epistles of Paul 
classes.

Benefits
“Going to ABC in the seven-month 

format has been a little like eating at a 
fine restaurant, but at the pace one would 
eat at McDonald’s; there’s been no time 
for digestion,” said Ralph Levy, who 
teaches classes on the Pentateuch, Writ-
ings, Major Prophets and others. “We 
hope the introduction of a nine-month 
program will make digestion easier, and 
the ‘meal’ more beneficial.”

■ Jimmy and Judy Law were 
protected through a direct 
hit by a twister; they met the 
president in the aftermath.
by Fred Kellers

On Tuesday, Feb. 5, tornadoes struck 
the mid-South. The hardest-hit state, 
with the most deaths, was Tennessee. 
Most of the deaths occurred in the little 
town of Lafayette where three Church 
members live. Mary Roark’s home 
was spared, but the home of members 
Jimmy and Judy Law was completely 
destroyed, while they were in it.

Before the tornado struck, Judy was 
watching the progress of the storm 
on TV. Jimmy had gone to bed. From 
the radar on the TV it looked as if the 

tornado was going to pass several 
miles to the west of Lafayette. It 
was not yet even raining on their 
home. The electricity went off and 
Judy was no longer able to follow 
the progress of the tornado. 

At about 10:30 p.m., Judy could 
hear what sounded like heavy rain 
coming. The sound came closer, 
and it began to sound like a roar. 
She knew it must be a tornado, so 
she ran to the bedroom where Jimmy 
was asleep and yelled, “It’s coming!” 

Jimmy jumped out of bed and said, 
“What’s coming?” 

The noise grew louder and Judy 
said, “It’s here!” 

Protected
Jimmy quickly went toward the 

kitchen. He felt what he thought was 

Judy’s hand 
holding his hand. 
When he got to 
the kitchen, the roof lifted off the house 

See “10th Year,” page 4
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News
At a Glance

Beyond Today on 
Google, Yahoo, 
YouTube and 
GodTube Surpass 
Half a Million Views

The popular online search tools 
Google and Yahoo continue to allow 
registered users to upload videos to 
their video Web sites. This free service 
allows visitors to search for posted 
videos and either view them online or 
download them to their computer. 

We have now had more than half 
a million clip views of UCG video 
material. 

• As of the end of January, we have 
150 Beyond Today TV programs, com-
mentaries and commercials posted on the 
Google video Web site. In the first two 
years these programs have been viewed 
over 133,900 times. The most popu-
lar program, actually a commentary, is 
“Stopping the Addiction With Porn,” 
which has generated over 46,900 views.

• We also have 147 programs, com-
mercials and commentaries available 
online at Yahoo’s video portal where 
they have been viewed 191,669 times 
since January of 2006—even more 
than at Google. The top video is a full 
half-hour program titled “The Return 
of Jesus Christ,” with 5,276 views. 
It was presented by Gary Petty with 
guests Ralph Levy and Andy Burnett.

• The newest offerings come 
from YouTube and GodTube. You-
Tube, where we have been online 
since November 2006, has 146 video 
clips that have been viewed 170,586 
times—now surpassing Google video. 
The top clip is another full half-hour 
program titled “The Next Superpower” 
by Darris McNeely with guests Scott 
Ashley and Melvin Rhodes.

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

Miracle: Members in Tennessee Survive Tornado

See “Tornado,” page 4

See “ABC Leaders,” page 4

See “Feast,” page 4

Jimmy and Judy 
Law after tornado 
hit their house; with 
President Bush

Festival coordinators chat during break: 
Mark Winner, Dave Baker, Arnold 
Hampton and Larry Neff

United Statistics

’08’03 ’04 ’05

Good News 
Print Run
March/April issues

’06

300,000

200,000

100,000

’07

400,000

500,000



2     UnitedNews  March/April 2008 United Church of God, an International Association

• GodTube, a site that has been up 
and running less than a year, has given 
us 63,637 views of 102 video clips 
since March of 2007. The top clip is 
once again the commentary by Steve 
Myers, “Stopping the Addiction With 
Porn,” with 6,425 views.

Thanks to these features from Google, 
Yahoo, GodTube and YouTube, we are 
able to reach more people online with 
the Beyond Today TV program than we 
would from only the beyondtoday.tv 
Web site. This is all at no additional cost 
to the Church. The grand total views of 
full half-hour programs, commentaries 
and commercials is now 559,860—with 
545 videos online.

Peter Eddington

Personal 
Correspondence 
Answers Questions 
for Young and Old

Personal Correspondence letters and e-
mails totaled 245 for the month of Janu-
ary (89 surface mail letters, 96 e-mails 
to the home office, 60 Vertical Thought 
e-mails).

A number of interesting questions 
came from teens to Vertical Thought. A 
15-year-old asked how to overcome an 
eating addiction, describing a frustrating 
and discouraging history of being unable 
to conquer it on his/her own. Another 15-
year-old wrote that he’s concerned about 
people who are truly scared about the 
world coming to an end; he asked what 
he might say to ease their fear. 

A 17-year-old mother wrote that she 
is pregnant with another child; she has 
begun to think about the spiritual training 
of her children, and she asked how to find 
the true Church. She’d also heard various 
predictions about end-time disasters and 
wanted to know if they are accurate. 

A 17-year-old wrote that he wants to 
keep the Sabbath but is troubled by the 
possibility of missing contact with friends 
whom he would see only if he attended 
sports events on the Sabbath (presum-
ably, they are from other schools); he 
asked for advice on what he should do. 
An 18-year-old asked if people who pay 
a tithe would receive a curse should they 
stop doing so. 

A 15-year-old wrote that he recently 
visited a friend’s church in which the 
people spoke in tongues; our young 
reader wanted to know what the Bible 
says about the practice. And a 16-year-
old wrote of his disillusionment with all 
organized religion. He wondered why 
they can’t see that they all have the same 
“Holy Land” and that they shouldn’t 
fight each other. He asked whether he 
could simply bypass organized religion 
and just “follow Jesus’ teachings.”

Also answered by the Vertical 
Thought team was a question from a 

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address 
changes to United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA & ASIA (except as listed below): United Church of God, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God–Australia, GPO Box 535, 
Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia. Phone: 0755 202-111  Fax: 
0755 202-122

BENELUX countries (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg): 
P.O. Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God–British Isles, P.O. Box 
705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. Phone: 020 8386 
8467  Fax: 020 8386 1999

CANADA: United Church of God–Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station 
D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966, 
(800) 338-7779  Fax: (905) 876-0569  E-mail: info@ucg.ca

CARIBBEAN: United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, 

Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

EAST AFRICA (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda): United Church of 
God–East Africa, P.O. Box 75261, Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-
mail: kenya@ucg.org

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach 
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Église de Dieu Unie–France, 
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, 
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636  Fax: 0228-
9454637 E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale 
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035 
4523573. E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

MALAWI: P.O. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi. E-
mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22, Shortland 
St., Auckland 1140, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 2265, Somolu, Lagos, 
Nigeria. Phone: 01-8113644. E-mail: nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO, 
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 224-4444 Cell/
Text: (+63) 918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 3535. 111 74, 
Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and 
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern Africa, 
P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South 
Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694.

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O. Box 
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796
TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 2617, 
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076,  
Kitwe, Zambia. Phone: (02) 226076. E-mail: zambia@
ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 928, 
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273
E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, 
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The 
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general 
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good 
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address 
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s Canadian Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site, 
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site, 
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site, 
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern 
Africa Web site. 
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Profile: Zambian Pastor Kambani Banda
Kambani Banda was born in 1952 

in a village in the eastern province 
of Zambia and has two brothers and 
three sisters.

He and his wife, Shirley, have four 
boys and one girl. Two of the boys are 
grown, and the two younger boys are still 
at home. Their daughter, Tine, is baptized 
and now lives in the United States. She 
attends the United Church of God con-
gregation in Elmira, New York. 

Mr. Banda qualified as a chartered 
accountant in the United Kingdom, and 
has worked in that field for many years.

He came into contact with the 
Church of God when he saw The 
Plain Truth magazine in 1971. He 
was baptized in 1978 in England and 
was ordained an elder in July 1996. 
After leaving our former association, 
he kept the Sabbath alone for six 
months. “I never heard about United. 
It was just before Passover in 1997 
that Mr. Chichaya, Shirley’s father, 
introduced me to United.”

The Bandas serve the congregation in 

Lusaka, the capital city of Zambia, where 
attendance ranges from 45 to 50. “We 
also take care of eight churches and one 
Bible study. Our circuit is about 3,000 
kilometers,” Mr. Banda said. André van 
Belkum, the regional pastor, helps with 
the circuit, as do some other men.

Positive Changes
“I love my work because the gospel 

dramatically reverses the ill fortunes 
of people who respond to God’s call-
ing,” Mr. Banda said.

“In our part of the world, when a 
person responds to the call of God 
and faithfully keeps His law, the 
positive changes that take place in a 
person’s life are beyond belief,” Mr. 
Banda said.

Mr. Banda also coordinates the 
Zambian efforts of LifeNets, a char-
ity founded by UCG Council member 
Victor Kubik.

“The Church works hand in hand 
with LifeNets,” said Mr. Banda. “The 
Church teaches spiritual values while 

LifeNets teaches vocational skills. 
LifeNets also provides small loans 
to finance small farming ventures. 
In Zambia, LifeNets…is managed 
by the Church and works exclusively 
with Church members.

“The results from this two-pronged 
approach are phenomenal, if not stagger-
ing. Infant mortality is nil and our mem-
bers enjoy 100 percent food security.”

Special Attributes
Mr. van Belkum, chairman of Unit-

ed Church of God–Southern Africa, 
said: “Kambani and I have worked 
together in Zambia for the past 11 
years, and I have noticed a number of 
special personal attributes. To name 
one, he has the ability to calmly and 
patiently confront and meet head-on 
the most perplexing and grim situa-
tions or circumstances. 

“There have been times when he was 
forced to spend nights cooped up in his 
motor car when it became bogged down 
in mud, travel for three hours to traverse 

a 25-mile stretch of rugged dirt road (on 
a regular basis), sleep in his car at bor-
der posts when customs officials were 
difficult, borrow a bicycle from local 
inhabitants in order to get help when his 
vehicle broke down in a remote region, 
being hijacked at gunpoint while wait-
ing at a member’s home (the thieves 
took his car, but left him unharmed). 

“And his reaction to such inci-
dents? ‘Well, I guess we have an 
easier time than what the apostles 
experienced.’”  UN

If you would like to recommend a 
member to be featured in the “Pro-
files” section, send an e-mail to 
mike_bennett@ucg.org. 

Kambani and Shirley Banda

FORWARD! Mission Impossible?
by Larry Salyer

Here is an e-mail message 
from a reader:

“I am a 35-year-old mother 
who has never understood the 
meaning of heaven, hell, etc. I 
never went to church. When I 
was a little girl I always wanted 
to know about God and who 
Jesus was. I was never taught. 

“I now have a 9-year-old 
little girl. She always would ask me who God is. I am so 
embarrassed to say that I could never give her an answer. 
I had many people try to help me, however I never could 
understand what it was they would try to tell me…

“Reading the booklet you have given to me (Heaven 
and Hell) has really helped me. The way you explain it is 
very understandable for me. I cannot wait to get my sec-
ond booklet.”

We love to get letters like this one. I suspect they bring 
a feeling of satisfaction to you also.

Jesus said to His Father on the night before He died, “I 
have finished the work which You have given Me to do” 
(John 17:4). One of these days, we, the Body of Christ, 
want to be able to say to the Head of the Church, “We have 
finished the work You gave us to do.”

The United Church of God’s mission statement says: 
“The mission of the Church of God is to preach the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God in all the world, 
make disciples in all nations and care for those disciples.”

Would you say that is an ambitious statement? Most 
businessmen would call it preposterous. Yet that is the mis-
sion Christ gave to His disciples. While the wording may 
be modified from time to time, the core mission remains. 
Preaching the gospel to the whole world and every person 
in the world (Mark 16:15) is indeed a monumental job. 
Only Christ Himself has the capacity to do such a work.

We must never forget that it is Christ who is doing the 
work and that we are at best feeble instruments in His 
hands. Nevertheless, we are not to fold our hands and 
wait for Him to do it miraculously. He wants us to be 
involved!

Our dedication to His purpose assures Him that we real-

ly do want His Kingdom to come—we really do desire to 
share the gift of salvation with all people. Though we look 
with great anticipation for personal salvation, Christ’s love 
in us will motivate us to want to extend it to every fellow 
human being. 

The following letter arrived today.
“I wanted to say thank you so much for the literature 

you are offering at no charge. What a wonderful ministry. 
Large families, like my own, are often on such a strict bud-
get (as we are), and so it’s so nice to find a ministry who is 
giving away God’s word and books and magazines about 
our Savior. I pray blessings upon your ministry. When I 
am able, I would love to donate to your ministry. That will 
be down the road for my family, but one day I will smile 
as I send in a donation with heartfelt gratitude.”

Let us personally pray fervently for wisdom and 
strength to collectively fulfill our mission from Christ. 
Let’s also look forward with excitement to the wonderful 
time when “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).  UN

Mr. Salyer is Media and Communications Services oper-
ation manager and a member of the Council of Elders.

News
At a Glance
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Ministerial Training Seminar Held in Australia

Leadership 
Weekend Held in 
Toronto

Feb. 16 and 17, 32 people attended 
a highly successful weekend under 
the main instruction of UCG Leader-
ship Training Development Manager 
Richard Pinelli from the home office. 
Husbands, wives and single men were 
from the Toronto and Ottawa, Ontar-
io; Montreal, Quebec; and Sussex, 
New Brunswick, congregations. 

Twelve classroom hours of instruc-
tion were given at the Canadian 
National Office complex. Most stayed 
at a nearby Mississauga hotel, about a 
10-minute drive away. Meals were at 
the church office except for two occa-
sions when everyone visited a nearby 
restaurant.

Follow-up leadership materials will 
be progressively sent out from the 
home office, and a request has been 
made for another training session to 
be tentatively planned within a year. 

Six sessions were conducted by 
Mr. Pinelli, aided by additional top-
ics presented by Anthony Wasilk-
off, Graemme Marshall and Dennis 
Horlick.

Graemme Marshall

Canadian Office 
Gives January 
Update

As of the end of January we have 
15,400 subscribers to The Good News 
magazine (GN) on file in Canada. We 
added 600 new subscribers during Janu-
ary, with a number of them coming from 
the Internet and from the ad in the Cana-
dian Reader’s Digest. We also have 129 
subscribers to Bonnes Nouvelles (the 
French GN) on file across Canada.

A total of 810 new people were added 
to the Canadian files in January. In addi-
tion to the 600 subscribers mentioned 
above, we added a number of new read-
ers (those who requested booklets but not 
a GN subscription) as well as a number 
of new subscribers to World News and 
Prophecy. We also added several new 
subscribers to Bonnes Nouvelles.

We received more mail in Janu-
ary than we did in any month in 2006, 
except November. Nearly 2,200 pieces 
of mail came in. Over 43 percent of the 
incoming mail was from the Internet and 
e-mail. We had about 100 new responses 
from the Reader’s Digest ad during the 
month. A number of those who received 
their first issue of the GN sent the reply 
cards requesting additional literature. 
We also added a significant number of 
new donors during the month.

A total of 13,972 items were distrib-
uted in January. That includes maga-
zines, booklets, periodicals, brochures, 
CDs, DVDs and letters. The most pop-
ular booklet was The Middle East in 
Bible Prophecy. The next most popular 
booklets were The Book of Revelation 
Unveiled, Are We Living in the Time 
of the End? Holidays or Holy Days: 
Does It Matter Which Days We Keep 
and The United States and Britain in 
Bible Prophecy.

We’re approaching 3,900 responses 
to the ad in the November issue of the 
Canadian Reader’s Digest. The response 
rate is now 0.448 percent and the cost per 
response (CPR) drops one cent for every 
five responses we now receive. It is well 
below half what our best CPR was for 
previous Reader’s Digest ads.

Over 3,100 responses have come in 
as a result of the Beyond Today pro-
gram and Web site since May 2006. 
The vast majority are new people 
(close to 70 percent of the respon-
dents) and the balance are from those 
already on file. We’ve noticed a lot of 
requests from repeat viewers. Several 
viewers have seen the program at least 
20 times based on the requests for the 
literature offered on the programs.

Canadian income for January was 
more than budgeted. The same holds 
true for the fiscal year. We are cer-
tainly grateful for the income that has 
been provided in order to help preach 
the gospel here in Canada. As is typi-
cal in most months, we don’t know 
until the last few days of the month 
whether we reach our budget for 
income. January was no exception.

Plans are underway for sending the 
first semiannual letter of 2008. The 
letter should be going to about 7,500 
GN subscribers.

Edwin van Pelt

British Isles 
Reports 
Circulation

Highlights from the UCG–British 
Isles Circulation Report for Decem-
ber, which covers all literature dis-
tributed by the Church from Britain, 
includes the following requests:

• 993 letters and other responses.
• 300 Good News requests.
• 53 Bible Study Course requests.
During December, the following 

items were mailed to subscribers in 
the British Isles:

• 4,620 copies of The Good News 
and Supplement.

• 472 lessons of the Bible Study 
Course.

• 215 copies of United News.
• 457 copies of World News and 

Prophecy.
• 735 envelopes containing 1,685 

others items of literature.
A total of 1,874 Bible Study Course 

students have been sent all 12 lessons; 
320 of these have returned all 12 test cards 
provided by the British Isles office.

News
At a Glance

International
by Elizabeth Burchard

From Jan. 24 to 28, 44 elders and wives 
from all parts of Australia, and also from 
New Zealand, Tonga and Fiji, assembled 
at the Twin Towns resort complex on 
Queensland’s Gold Coast for a ministerial 
training seminar. 

It was the first time since 2000 that all 
the Australian ministry had the opportu-
nity to be “with one accord, in one place.” 
The seminar took place over the Australia 
Day weekend, which commemorates the 
arrival in the new British colony of the first 
fleet of ships in 1788.

The land down under has approximate-
ly 600 Church members scattered across 
a vast continent. They are served by five 
full-time ministers whose separate areas 
of responsibility cover thousands of square 
miles. Ten other elders assist in serving the 
Australian brethren.

Richard Pinelli and his wife Mary and 
Greg Sargent and his wife Marian traveled 
from the United States to participate in the 
seminar. Mr. Pinelli serves as coordina-
tor of ministerial development programs, 
focusing on training the trainers of future 
ministers. He has mentored 36 trainees in 
his 45 years in the ministry. 

Mr. Sargent, a minister for 41 years, is 
based in Kansas City and is regional pastor 
for the U.S. Central Region.

Opening proceedings, Queensland 
pastor Bill Bradford commented that the 
purpose of such training seminars was to 

bring uniformity to the ministry, and the 
same mind and standards of conduct. He 
added that the way issues are approached 
should be the same everywhere, with 
allowances made for cultural differences. 
This is the biblical model. 

The all-day training sessions were 
divided into six hour-long segments. Mr. 
Pinelli covered pastoral principles from 
Timothy and Titus, baptismal counsel-
ing, the importance of sound doctrine and 
discernment, and Church ceremonies. Mr. 
Sargent gave helpful information on pre-
paring split sermons, premarriage coun-
seling, teaching as we have been taught 
and developing wisdom and judgment.

Mr. Bradford’s contributions included 
counseling from Scripture, mentoring 
and training within the local pastorate 
and pastoring and developing churches in 
Australia.

Bruce Dean, pastor of 
New South Wales, Australia’s 
most populous state, talked 
on working with your pastor, 
being all things to all men and 
dealing with legal issues.

Attendees were able to 
enjoy helpful and uplifting 
fellowship during the group 
lunches and dinners held in 
the seminar meeting room. 

Some of the many favorable com-
ments made on the value of such seminars 
included the following:

“The seminar exceeded our expecta-
tions, with much sound instruction being 
presented by experienced and seasoned 
pastors. The warm camaraderie among 
ministers and wives present was clearly 
evident.”

“It really was an honor to be present. 
All the information from the presenters 
was tops—heaps and heaps of food for 
thought.”

“The lectures set my feet firmly on 
God’s ground. I now have a deeper under-
standing, appreciation and respect for the 
Creator.”

“As a relatively recently ordained elder, 
ministering from a somewhat remote loca-
tion, I found the seminar to be of inesti-
mable value. I left the seminar with a much 
clearer vision of our objectives: to point 
God’s people towards and to assist them 
with their efforts to become inheritors of 
the Kingdom of God.”  UN

Ministers and wives from Australia 
and the South Pacific meet on 
Queensland’s Gold Coast

by Joel Meeker

During January and February I had 
the opportunity to make a three-week trip 
through Africa, an Indian Ocean nation and 
French Europe. The first stop was Ivory 
Coast. I visited our brethren in the village 
of La Mé. I held a Bible study on the topic 
of prayer, took many Bible questions and 
counseled several people for baptism. One 
of our local leaders, Paul Tia, was very ill 
with a large abscess and had to be hospital-
ized the day after I left. He underwent an 
operation and is now recovering well.

In Lomé, Togo, we had 3½ days of lead-
ership seminars in our new Good Works-
sponsored Church hall. Eight men came to 
Togo from Ivory Coast, Benin, Cameroon 
and Rwanda. An additional five men from 
Togo participated. We spent a great deal of 
time covering our fundamental beliefs in 
detail. We also covered how to set priori-
ties in service, wisdom and discernment, 
organization for the Feast, preparing and 
delivering “difficult scripture” sermonettes 
and the importance of living by faith.

On the Sabbath, Jean-Marie Mundeli, 
our elder in Rwanda, joined me in ordain-
ing Kossi Fiaboé as an elder. Mr. Fiaboé 
has been a pillar in the Church in Togo 
for many years. We also ordained Pierre 
Kloutsé, also of Lomé, a deacon. 

After a 36-hour trip, I arrived in Bujum-
bura, Burundi, to visit several congrega-
tions of Sabbath-keepers. The elder who 
cares for them, Nathan Mokeshimana, was 

ordained by the Church of God (Seventh 
Day). He is sometimes assisted by Moïse 
Ntigirinzigo. These men found UCG on 
the Internet; we’ve been corresponding for 
several years, but this was my first visit. 

Burundi is in the aftermath of a civil 
war that split the country along tribal lines. 
There are still occasional outbreaks of 
violence. A few days before, a French aid 
worker was ambushed and killed. I told 
Nathan and Moïse that I wanted to check 
with the U.S. embassy before deciding if 
I would travel into their rural area. They 
told me I didn’t have anything to worry 
about—we were Christians! I smiled 
and reminded them that Jesus said we 
shouldn’t tempt God.

The embassy security officer told me 
that their personnel did not go to that 
province, but there hadn’t been any recent 
reports of trouble there. He said if I did go, 
it was vital that I be back before dark. 

The first day I met with members from 
three congregations. My sermon each time 
was based on Revelation 17:14: Those 
who will be with Christ at His return will 
be “called, chosen and faithful.”

On the second day I met for seven hours 
with 15 congregational leaders. We went 
through our fundamental beliefs booklet, 
and I answered their questions. I found 
there are a few issues that will need further 
study for them: They use grape juice for 
the Passover and don’t understand about 
all the annual Holy Days. They urgently 
requested another visit soon.

From Burundi I flew to Nairobi, Kenya, 
where I had to spend one night. It was sad 
to see people in beautiful Kenya so upset 
and afraid because of the post-election vio-
lence. At least 1,000 people had been killed, 
women and children even burned alive in 
their homes. The tourist hotels were empty, 
and the taxi driver told me that even a few 
days earlier we could not have driven into 
town from the airport: the car would have 
been stoned, he said, and the police were 
shooting rather indiscriminately at crowds 
to try to restore order.

My next stop was the beautiful Indian 
Ocean nation of the Seychelles. We have 
a number of French and English subscrib-
ers there, and we had received several visit 
requests. I met with three people and had a 
phone conversation with a fourth. Two of 
the visits seemed very promising.

After the flight to Paris, I drove to Bel-
gium, where I had been invited to speak 
to an independent congregation with an 
attendance of around 100. On the Sabbath 
I was able to have an hour’s visit with the 
pastor, Jean Carion, whom I have known 
for many years. He was 84 years old. Sad-
ly, Mr. Carion died the following Friday. 

My visit was warmly received. Time 
will tell how our relationship with this con-
gregation will develop, but it was pleasant 
to see old friends after 15 years.

Thank you for your prayers for guid-
ance and protection both for our brethren 
in such far-flung areas and for those who 
travel to serve them.  UN

Pastor Visits French-Speaking Areas
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English Good News 
Print Run Reaches 
New High

The total print order for the 
March/April 2008 Good News 
magazine is 545,425, a new record. 
The previous high was 529,565 in 
the January/February 2008 issue. 

The quantities printed at three sites 
around the world are as follows: 

• R.R. Donnelley & Sons, Glasgow, 
Kentucky: 461,795.

• Offset Alpine, Eagle Farm, 
Queensland, Australia: 63,150.

• CTP Book Printers, Cape Town, 
South Africa: 20,480. 

VT Online Traffic 
Grows

The traffic on the Vertical Thought 
Web site continued to increase in 2007. 
From approximately 5,000 hits a month 
in January 2006, the number increased 
to approximately 22,000 a month in 
January 2007 and to over 29,000 in 
January 2008. Also, 4,150 people 

have subscribed to Vertical News—a 
monthly e-mail announcing new issues, 
introducing online articles and provid-
ing timely commentary—a 246 percent 
increase over two years ago. 

Most of this online traffic increase is 
due to advertising on Google and Yahoo.

U.S. Reader’s 
Digest Ad Exceeds 
Expectations

The ad in the April 2007 U.S. 
Reader’s Digest offering a subscrip-
tion to The Good News and a copy of 
the booklet The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy has exceeded expectations. 

Total responses at the end of January 
2008 were 35,376, and last year’s ads 
in American Baby and Parents maga-
zines have brought in 12,406 and 6,177 
respectively. This totals 53,959 new GN 
subscribers and booklet readers. 

Along with the low insertion cost, 
we also continue to receive responses 
to Reader’s Digest print advertisements 
for years afterward. GN subscribers who 
come onto our file directly from a Read-
er’s Digest ad are consistently among the 
most likely to renew their GN subscrip-
tion every two years.
Contributors: Peter Eddington and 
John LaBissoniere

News
At a GlanceMedia

“The nine-month program will put 
ABC on the same schedule as other 
schools,” said Gary Antion, who teaches 
Minor Prophets, General Epistles, Practi-
cal Christianity and Comparative Religion 
classes. “This change will allow more 
breaks for student to think about the vast 
amount of instruction they are receiving. 
It will also mean that summers are free to 
be with family when many families take 
their vacations. So, this change will allow 
for refreshing breaks and time for reflec-
tion on the knowledge that is presented. 
That will be a great benefit.”

“An important component of the Edu-
cation Program has been the addition of 

measurable outcomes,” said Dave Reg-
ister, director of Education Programs. “I 
have been talking and writing about out-
comes for over a year. Measuring those 
outcomes has been especially challenging 
in ABC because we currently have a lim-
ited amount of time to teach a great deal 
of material—the entire Bible and basic 
Christian living principles. 

“Expanding to a nine-month program 
allows us to implement measurements 
such as tests, group projects, research, 
interactive discussion groups and papers…
to better measure the effectiveness of the 
ABC program,” Mr. Register said.

The longer program is designed to allow 
for more effective teaching techniques. 
“Most people learn more effectively if 

there is also some time for discussion of 
the principles being covered,” said Mr. 
Johnson. “Such discussions make it much 
easier to see the practical applications of 
the material under consideration.”

Education research shows effective 
learning occurs on several levels, and the 
ability to use the material studied to pro-
duce original work is an important part of 
learning at the highest levels. “Many ABC 
grads have said that the information came 
at them so rapidly that they really didn’t 
have time to ‘digest’ it,” Mr. Johnson said. 
“The expanded program will allow more 
time for reflection and in-depth study.”

“The shorter program has also made it 
challenging to incorporate extracurricu-
lar activities that we feel are important to 

character development,” said Mr. Johnson. 
“Most graduates can verify that organized 
social activities are limited simply because 
of the time pressures.

“Structured social and service opportu-
nities…are an important part of developing 
the skills needed to function effectively in a 
variety of business and social environments. 
The nine-month program will give us addi-
tional time to incorporate more activities 
that can enrich the students’ lives.”

New Challenges
The changed schedule will present new 

challenges. “For some it will be easier to 
schedule time to attend ABC, while oth-
ers will find it more difficult,” said Mr. 
Johnson. “Every change is a mixture of 

positives and negatives, but we feel the 
positives in this change will far outweigh 
the disadvantages, and we are very excited 
about what the future holds for ABC.”

Because of the quick turnaround of 
starting the new session in September, 
on the heels of graduation of the current 
class in August, there will be no Continu-
ing Education classes this year except at 
the Winter Family Weekend in Louisville, 
Kentucky, in December.

Plans are for ministerial training to 
become integrated with the ABC program. 
“We feel that will also add a deeper level of 
maturity to the program,” said Mr. Johnson. 
“It is our hope that future ABC grads will be 
even more capable of serving and being pil-
lars in their local congregations.”  UN

and the walls fell over. 
Back in the bedroom, Judy had 

dropped to the floor and grabbed the 
foot of the bed, hoping that it would 
hold her down. Furniture fell over both 
Jimmy and Judy, not to crush them but 
to form little pockets of safety. The 
mattress lifted off the bed but, rather 
than flying off as would be expected, 
it slid over Judy to cover her head and 
the upper part of her back.

The tornado passed by. Jimmy 
looked for Judy. He had thought that 
Judy was with him because he had felt 
someone holding his hand when he 
went to the kitchen, but he now saw 
that she wasn’t with him. They began 
to call to each other. He went back into 
the bedroom and found her on the floor 
in a little pocket of furniture. 

What held Jimmy and Judy down? 
Why didn’t they blow away? They 
know that God saved them.

Jimmy and Judy have been married 
37 years, are still very much in love and 
feel the worst thing would have been 
if only one of them had survived. As 
far as material possessions, the Laws 
wisely had their house, car and pickup 
fully insured and those things are being 
replaced. The main uninsured loss was 
an old dump truck that Jimmy used in 

his business that was 
too old to be insured 
other than for liability. 
However, Jimmy has 
already purchased a 
replacement for it.

Meeting the 
President

On Friday, Feb. 
8, U.S. President 
George W. Bush came 
to Lafayette to com-
fort the residents. He 

walked through the Laws’ neighbor-
hood and spent time with those who 
had lost their homes. He was not in 
a hurry and spoke to Jimmy and the 
other neighbors, listened to their sto-
ries, gave them hugs and promised 
that the government would do what it 
could to help. It does appear that the 
government has learned since Hurri-
cane Katrina and that it is being as 
helpful as possible.

Jimmy now feels that the hand he 
felt holding his hand was that of an 
angel. 

On Sabbath, I asked Jimmy and 
Judy to tell our little Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, congregation their story, 
so before services started they took 

about 20 minutes to give us the inspir-
ing details. They finished by say-
ing that they had learned something 
valuable from this trial. As Jimmy 
said, “We have too many ‘things’ 
we worry about. We have too much 
‘stuff.’”  UN

President George W. Bush comforts 
Jimmy Law and other tornado victims

“Tornado,” continued from page 1

Tornadoes Affect Members in Arkansas
The spate of tornadoes in Arkansas in early February affected the Gassville area, 

about 9 miles west of Mountain Home. A tornado ripped up about a quarter of the 
city. One of our members had moderate damage to his home, but it could have been 
much worse.

The couple was sitting in the living room when the tornado hit. It totally destroyed 
their garage, tore off part of the roof, blew windows out and put a tree limb through 
one of the bedrooms. Their sunroom was destroyed. They were sitting in the living 
room about 12 to 15 feet from this destruction, but were unharmed.

The storm even blew the door off their storm shelter and caved in part of the con-
crete block construction. A 1960s pickup he was restoring was picked up from his 
driveway and deposited across the street about 75 yards away.

God was definitely protecting them. Their house, even though it was damaged, 
fared much better than the ones beside it and behind it.

Michael Blackwell

Technical Support: Roy Suther-
land*, Michael Ball and Eric Jef-
fords.

Each student leader will have the 
opportunity to acquire leadership 
skills though the process of being 
head of a committee. Having a stu-
dent body leadership at ABC will also 
help give the students structure and to 
help deal with student issues.

Selecting the candidates is a two-
step process, and it starts with the stu-
dents. Students had the opportunity to 
put down a name of a classmate they 
believe would be good for each posi-

tion on a ballot. In the first month of 
classes students were encouraged to 
get to know all of their new class-
mates to see who would best fit each 
position.

After the students selected the can-
didates, the ballots were reviewed by 
the ABC Administration Team. The 
team consists of Gary Antion, Jim 
Franks, David Johnson, Clyde Kilo-
ugh, Ralph Levy, David Register and 
Lyle Welty.

Some positions were appointed 
by the faculty based on the students’ 
skills. Music coordinators and tech-
nical support were among those 
appointed. Music coordinators were 
appointed with suggestions from 

Kenneth Shoemaker, the chorale 
director. 

The student body leaders will meet 
every Wednesday during lunch in 
the conference room for a planning 
meeting. Meetings will be reported 
on Thursdays during forum where 
announcements, activities, proj-
ects and leadership issues will be 
addressed to the class. 

Mr. Register is impressed with this 
year’s leaders. He said the leaders 
have shown good examples and lead-
ership skills. 

“In UCG we like to work in teams. We 
are looking forward to working with this 
team of student leaders to have a successful 
year here at ABC,” said Mr. Register.  UN

“ABC Leaders,” continued from 
page 1

and organizing a Feast site. A main 
topic of discussion was the prepara-
tion that goes into the actual services 
that are held at each site daily dur-
ing the Feast, as the sermons and 
sermonettes, coupled with special 
music, are the centerpiece of the 
spiritual component at our Feast 
sites. 

Issues of Festival registration, 
housing and site selection and the 
varied activities we offer at our sites 
were discussed, as well.

Along with the Festival Youth 

Instruction and the teen and young 
adult Bible studies, the additional 
seminars offered at some Feast sites 
were also reviewed. Dave Register 
covered the survey responses to 
the varied seminars offered at the 
sites, which will enable us to see 
how effective these educational 
opportunities are and how we can 
improve. 

Additional discussions centered 
on reports from this year’s Religious 
Conference Management Associa-
tion (RCMA) conference, facility 
contracts and industry trends.

A new UCG members Web page 

dedicated to all of our U.S Festival 
sites (feast.ucg.org) was also pre-
sented. This new Web site will offer 
up-to-date information about UCG 
Festival planning, plus more detailed 
information on each one of our U.S. 
Feast sites.

A new site (replacing Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania) for 2008 will be in the 
Poconos of eastern Pennsylvania, cou-
pled with resuming our Festival site in 
Maui, Hawaii.

Details of the sites around the 
world and Festival registration infor-
mation can be found starting on page 
5.  UN

“Feast,” continued from page 1

“10th Year,” continued from page 1
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Transferring Within  
the United States or  
Canada

• U.S. and Canadian head-of-household 
members should fill out the Festival Regis-
tration form found below.

• Indicate your preferred transfer site on 
the registration form.

• This form is to be given to the Festival 
adviser in your local congregation on April 
12, 19 or 26.

• Automatic transfer approval is expect-
ed for all U.S. and Canadian sites except 
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii; Panama City Beach, 
Florida; and Steamboat Springs, Colorado. 
Pastors will receive transfer notification by 
May 10. 

Transferring to a Site  
Outside the United States or 
Canada

• Please fill out the registration form.
• Any member wishing to transfer to a site 

outside the United States or Canada should con-
tact the Festival coordinator of that site directly. 
Some contact information is provided in this 
supplement, with site descriptions, and some 
additional housing information may be provided 
in the Festival Planning Brochure.

• Please do not make nonrefundable travel 
arrangements until you receive an acceptance 
letter for that site.

• Further information and housing lists 
will be made available to those accepted for 
transfer.

Transferring Into the United 
States or Canada From Other 
Areas

• Brethren wishing to transfer to a U.S. 
or Canadian site from another country will 
automatically be accepted. 

However, please have your minister con-
tact the home office via e-mail at USFesti-
val@ucg.org. 

The information provided should include 
the requester’s name, number of adults 
aged 20 and over, number of teens, num-
ber of those 12 and under and the Feast site 
requested.

• The home office will forward pertinent 
information to the respective Festival site 
coordinators.

If You Want to Transfer to a Site Other Than Your Assigned Site...

2008 Festival Fund
	 To	meet	Festival	expenses	throughout	the	world,	U.S.	members	are	asked	to	send	in	a	10-percent	donation	from	their	
expected	second	tithe	total	(a	tithe	of	the	tithe).	Canadian	members	may	make	a	similar	donation	to	the	Canadian	office.
	 •	 Please	indicate	the	amount	you	are	sending	in	the	spaces	below.
	 •	 Include	your	personal	identification	number	(PIN)	from	your	latest	United News	or	Good News	label.
	 •	 Make	your	check	payable	to	United Church of God	and	label	it	“Festival	Fund.”
	 •	 Clip	out	and	enclose	the	completed	form,	along	with	your	check,	in	one	of	the	labeled	reply	envelopes		 	
mailed	to	you	recently	from	the	home	office.
	 •	 Affix	postage	and	mail.

Your	PIN:

	 U	___		___		___		___		___		___		___		___		___		___	 	 	 Donation	Amount	Enclosed:	 							$
Name	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Address	 	 	 	 	 	 City	 	 	 	 State/Province	 Zip/Postal	Code

2008 Festival Registration
United States and Canadian head-of-household members should clip out or copy this form and take it to services on 

April 12, 19 or 26, 2008. It	should	be	filled	out	and	given	to	the	Festival	adviser	in	the	local	congregation.
Members	wishing	to	transfer	to	a	U.S.	or	Canadian	site from another country will	automatically	be	accepted;	however,	please	

have	your	pastor	contact	the	home	office	via	e-mail	at	USFestival@ucg.org.	The	information	should	include	the	requester’s	name,	
the	Feast	site	requested,	the	number	of	adults	aged	20	and	over,	number	of	teens	and	the	number	of	those	12	and	under.

Any	member	wishing	to	transfer	to	a	site	outside the United States or Canada	should	contact	the	Festival	coordinator	of	that	
site	directly,	but	still	complete	this	form.	Some	additional	information	may	be	in	the	Festival Planning Brochure.

Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Home	Telephone	 Work	Telephone	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (							)	 	 (							)	 	

Address	 	 	 	 	 	 City	 	 	 State/Province	 Zip/Postal	Code

How many in your Number	of	Adults	 Number	of	Teens	 Number	of	Children		 For	those	attending	FYI	classes,	please	indicate:
household will attend? (aged	20	and	over)	 (aged	13	to	19)	 (aged	12	and	under)	 	 Kindergarten	(aged	5-6)	__	 1st	grade	(aged	6-7)	__
	 	 	 ________		 ________		 ________		 	 2nd	&	3rd	(aged	7-9)	__	 4th	&	5th	(aged	9-11)	__

Where are you 	 Name	of	Site	(including	those	transferring	internationally)	 (Automatic	transfer	approval	is	expected	for	all	U.S.	and	Canadian
planning to attend?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 sites	except	Hawaii,	Panama	City	Beach	and	Steamboat	Springs.		
	 	 	 _________________________________________________	 Pastors	will	receive	transfer	notification	by	May	10.)

Number	of:		 Single	Adults	 Young	Adults	(high	school	grad	to	30-something)	 Seniors	(aged	60	and	over;	include	spouse	even	if	under	60)

	 	 _______	 	 _______	 	 	 	 	 _______

Special Needs: 	 Handicapped	Parking		 Wheelchair		 Deaf	 Hard	of	Hearing	 Need	Translation	(specify)
	 	 	 [							]	(driver	only)	 	 [							]	 	 [							]	 [							]	 	 [							]	____________________________

***Do Not Mail to Home Office—Contact Local Festival Adviser or Pastor for Registration***

2008 Feast Sites
Argentina
Australia
	 Busselton,	Western	Australia
	 Devonport,	Tasmania
	 Merimbula,	New	South	Wales
	 Sunshine	Coast,	Queensland
Bahamas
Barbados
Bolivia
Brazil
British Isles
Cameroon
Canada 
	 Kelowna,	British	Columbia
	 Midland,	Ontario
	 Saskatchewan
	 St.	John’s,	Newfoundland
Chile
France
Germany
Ghana
Guyana
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Malawi
Mauritius
Mexico
New Zealand
Philippines
	 Baguio	City
	 Davao	City
	 Iloilo	City
Portugal
Rwanda
St. Lucia
Singapore
South Africa
	 George
	 Uvongo
Sri Lanka
Togo
Tonga
United States 
	 Bend-Redmond,	Oregon
	 Branson,	Missouri
	 Bushkill	(Poconos),	Pennsylvania
	 Cincinnati,	Ohio/Northern	Kentucky
	 Escondido	(San	Diego),	California
	 Jekyll	Island,	Georgia
	 Kerrville,	Texas
	 Lahaina,	Maui,	Hawaii
	 Panama	City	Beach,	Florida
	 Steamboat	Springs,	Colorado
	 Wisconsin	Dells,	Wisconsin
Additional sites are planned, but most will not 
encourage transfers.

Key Dates to Remember
April 12, 19, 26  U.S. and Canadian head-

of-household members should clip out their 
completed 2008 Festival Registration form 
(see below left) and give it to their local Festi-
val adviser at Sabbath services.

Late April  Festival Planning Brochure 
mailed to member households.

May 10  Notification at services if any sites can-
not accept all transfer requests (automatic transfer 
approval is expected for all U.S. and Canadian 
sites except Hawaii; Panama City Beach, Florida; 
and Steamboat Springs, Colorado).

June 1  Members attending a U.S. or Cana-
dian Feast site may begin making reservations 
from the list of accommodations supplied in 
the Festival Planning Brochure.
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Argentina

Mendoza
We again plan to have the Feast of 

Tabernacles for Argentina and central 
Chile in the city of Mendoza, Argen-
tina.

Mendoza is in the foothills of the 
Andes, in the western part of Argen-
tina. It is actually closer to Santiago, 
Chile, than to Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
It is about 240 miles from Santiago and 
can be reached by plane either from 
Buenos Aires or from Santiago.

We advise visitors from other parts 
of the world to fly directly to Mendoza, 
unless you want to sightsee through 
the Andes, in which case you could 
fly into Santiago, then travel by bus to 
Mendoza.

Most of the brethren in Chile and 
Argentina will be housed in the Hotel 
Ejercito de los Andes, which will also 
be the location for services. Unfortu-
nately this hotel is not large enough to 
accommodate our visitors. 

However, we have located a four-
star hotel nearby, the Microtel Inn. 
This hotel has double rooms and 
suites available. The double rooms are 
available at $45 per day and include 
breakfast. The suites are available at 
$50 and also include breakfast. Prices 
could vary a little at the time of the 
Feast because of the devaluation of the 
dollar. Suites are designed for a couple 
with a child. The rest of the meals can 
be bought in the same hotel at reason-
able prices. For more information you 
can consult www.microtelinn.com.ar.

You can also choose to have your 
meals with the local brethren in the 
Hotel Ejercito de los Andes at very rea-
sonable prices. Lunch or dinner will be 
around the equivalent of $5.

You can also choose to stay in other 
hotels of the same or higher category in 
the vicinity. However, we recommend 
the Microtel Inn because of its nice 
quality and its closeness to the main 
hotel where we will have services. All 
of the brethren who have stayed in this 
hotel have been very pleased. Trans-
portation by taxi is very reasonable, so 
you do not need to rent a car.

To get more information about Hotel 
Ejercito de los Andes, where services 
will be, you can visit www.molise.
com.ar.

Temperatures in Mendoza at Feast 
time are in the 70s, and normally there 
is no rain at that time. Nice summer 
clothing will be appropriate.

Those of you who chose to attend the 
Feast in Mendoza will not regret your 
decision. You will have the opportunity 
to meet hundreds of your brethren from 
this part of the world and at the same 
time enjoy the beautiful surroundings. 
We will help you as much as possible 

with making your reservations.
We look forward to receiving our 

visitors. We know this will be a great 
opportunity for all of us to be together 
and strengthen one another in God’s 
Festival. There will be translation into 
English for all of the services. 

Location of Services: Auditorium 
of the Hotel Ejercito de los Andes, 
Mendoza, Argentina.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
8 p.m.

Reservations: You do not need to 
send any money for your reservations. 
But we expect that if you say you are 
coming, we will see that as a deal and 
we will proceed with the reservations. 
You can e-mail Saul Langarica at slan-
garica@unidachile.org or write to him 
at Casilla 10384, Correo Central, San-
tiago, Chile.

Saul Langarica

Australia
Busselton, Western 
Australia 

Busselton, thrice voted Western 
Australia’s top tourist town, is situated 
on Geographe Bay, a comfortable 2½-
hour drive via freeway south from the 
capital city, Perth.  

Travel: For visitors from the United 
States, flights to Perth would travel via 
Melbourne or Sydney, or if departing 
from Europe and Asia, via Singapore. 

Busselton can be reached by bus, 
but it is advisable to hire a car for the 
duration of the Feast as not all accom-
modations are within walking distance 
of the Feast venue.  

The best-priced car rental runs from 
A$33 a day for seven days or more 
with insurance included. This is for a 
Toyota Corolla hatch five-door auto-
matic from www.bayswatercarrental.
com.au (telephone +61 8 9388 3222). 
They do not provide airport pickup. 
Taxi fare to the city is approximately 
A$20. 

Burswood Car Rentals www.bur-
swoodcarrentals.com.au will hire at a 
discounted price if the United Church 
of God is mentioned. Contact Mark 
on +61 8 9362 4777. Airport pickup is 
available. 

Accommodations: Bayview Geog-
raphe Resort has quality villa-style 
accommodations in a park setting as 
well as motel-style rooms. Prices for 
10 days range from A$1,001 for a one-
bedroom motel-style room to A$2,007 
for a three-bedroom villa. Please men-
tion the United Church of God when 
booking to obtain the discount. Con-
tact the resort at www.bayviewhotels.
com or telephone +61 8 9755 4166.

There is an abundance of accom-
modations nearby ranging from cabin 
parks to resorts. Some are within walk-

ing distance via a walking/cycling path 
beside the beach—a rather pleasant 
way to come to services each day. 
The Busselton Visitor Centre at www.
geographebay.com (telephone +61 8 
9752 1288) can furnish more informa-
tion on the area and has a large list of 
available accommodations. 

As we are hiring the auditorium, the 
Bayview has offered our members free 
access to many of its facilities even if 
you are not staying at the resort. These 
include an outdoor pool, tennis courts, 
squash court, children’s playground 
with jumping castle, café, beach vol-
leyball, bicycle hire, a large grassy and 
shady barbecue area by the beach, next 
to which is a heated indoor pool in a 
large glass house. 

Climate: The area has a Mediterra-
nean climate and the average tempera-
ture during October is in the low 20s 
Celsius (around 70 Fahrenheit). The 
evenings can be cool. 

Activities and Attractions: These 
will include a family barbecue and 
dance, seniors’ activity, beach picnic 
and bus tour to caves and winery. 

Busselton is known for its iconic 
2-kilometer-long wooden jetty, origi-
nally built in 1865, the longest in the 
southern hemisphere. The underwater 
observatory at the end of the pier will 
take you up close to colorful fish and 
tropical coral. 

The area boasts an abundance of 
attractions and tours, including a 
children’s farm; horseback riding; fun 
park; maze; golf; archery; chocolate, 
fudge and cheese factories—and even 
an old-fashioned open-air picture 
theater. Surf beaches are nearby. 

September to November is the wild-
flower season. Depending on the sea-
sonal rains, even the desert bursts into 
bloom, attracting visitors from far and 
wide. Many think of this large min-
eral-rich state as dry and hot, as indeed 
much of it is, but the southeast corner is 
home to two of the best wine-growing 
districts in Australia. 

This area of Western Australia is 
also known for its kauri forests, and 
galleries showcase elegant and unique 
items of handmade furniture from the 
local timbers. 

For those visiting Western Australia, 
it would be advisable to take some time 
before or after the Feast if you are able, 
to spend some time in the beautiful city 
of Perth on the Swan River and visit 
further afield. 

Location of Services: Bayview 
Geographe Resort, on the bay 6 kilo-
meters west of the township of Bus-
selton. 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Information and Reservations: If 
you need assistance or if you are plan-
ning to attend in Busselton, please con-
tact Don Goodger by e-mail at dongr@
optusnet.com.au or telephone at +61 
3 9436 1359. I will then contact any 
wishing to come to confirm their book-
ing and to also seek any other informa-
tion we may require.

Don Goodger

Devonport, Tasmania
At the mouth of Tasmania’s Mersey 

River lies the vibrant, tourist-oriented 
seaport city of Devonport. It welcomes 

thousands of visitors each year and is 
known as the “gateway” to Tasmania.

This year the Feast will again be 
celebrated at the Yacht Club in Devon-
port—nestled on the bank of the 
Mersey River, only minutes away from 
the “Spirit of Tasmania” ferry termi-
nal and 10 minutes from the Devonport 
Airport.

Drive for an hour to the east and 
you will arrive in Launceston—one 
of the oldest cities in Australia. A 
90-minute drive will bring you to the 
World Heritage area of Cradle Moun-
tain. Food and wine, history and heri-
tage, wildlife and natural beauty are 
just a short trip away. Caves, canyons, 
rivers and mountains are all within 
easy reach.

Locally there are parks and walk-
ways that follow both the river and the 
foreshore. Good cafes and restaurants 
abound both in Devonport and the 
surrounding townships. Fancy a Bel-
gian-style breakfast in a chocolate fac-
tory—or a ride on a steam train—or a 
visit to the “Town of Murals”? Here it 
is possible.

Accommodations are plentiful. 
Cottages, self-contained units, hotels, 
motels, caravans and cabins are all 
within a few minutes’ drive of the 
venue.

The climate is mild at this time of 
the year—about 16 degrees Celsius 
(61 Fahrenheit), with cool mornings 
and evenings. If you are planning to 
travel to the mountains, pack some 
warm clothing.

Useful tourist information can be 
found at www.dcc.tas.gov.au.

Location of Services: Mersey Yacht 
Club, 1 Anchor Dr., East Devonport, 
Tasmania.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Information: For further informa-
tion, contact Barry Williams by e-mail 
at bjsmwilliams@bigpond.com or by 
telephone at +61 3 9743 4341. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
We know you will enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings, and the friendly mem-
bers.

Barry Williams

Merimbula, New South 
Wales

The Feast for New South Wales 
and Victoria will once again be held 
at Merimbula at the RSL Club. Mer-
imbula is a coastal town on the South 
Coast of New South Wales. 

We would like to invite overseas vis-
itors to enjoy an absolutely wonderful 
part of Australia. It has many unspoiled 
beaches and is away from the madden-
ing crowds of the larger tourist areas. 
The Feast site is noted for its hospital-
ity. Members often have open houses 
where people mix in together. 

An overseas visitor could stop off in 
Sydney and see the greatest harbor city 
in the world or visit Melbourne, voted 
the world’s most livable city. Merim-
bula is approximately a six-hour drive 
from Sydney and a seven-hour drive 
from Melbourne. There are also air 
flights to Merimbula from both Syd-
ney and Melbourne.  

Merimbula is a small township with 
apartment buildings no higher than 
three floors. It is situated on a pictur-

esque inlet and offers a relaxed time 
with delightful boardwalk cafes, res-
taurants and clubs. There are beaches, 
tours, fishing trips, secondhand shops, 
whale-watching trips, amusement 
centers for the young, first-class golf 
courses and sailing. 

The weather is usually mild and 
sunny, with temperatures in the 20s 
Celsius (70s and even low 80s Fahr-
enheit)—great for walks and sightsee-
ing!

Costs for accommodations are very 
reasonable, with plenty to choose 
from. Check the following Web site for 
more information on the area: www.
sapphirecoast.com.au. 

Activities will cater for the entire 
family as well as youth activities, 
a seniors’ activity, children’s les-
sons, youth studies and a luncheon 
on the Last Great Day. After the first 
Holy Day service, there will be a get-
acquainted activity with cheese plat-
ters and refreshments. 

Members really appreciate the low-
cost meals that are available in the RSL 
Club. This gives many opportunities for 
fellowshipping straight after services.

Location of Services: Merimbula 
RSL, 52-54 Main Street, Merimbula.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Accommodation at 
Merimbula can be organized through:

The Sapphire Coast Tourist Informa-
tion Centre, phone +61 2 6495 1129.

Fisk & Nagle Real Estate, Market 
St., Merimbula, NSW 2548, Austra-
lia; phone: +61 2 6495 3222; fax: +61 
2 6495 3154; Web: www.fisknagle.
com.au.

Ray White Real Estate, 4 Merimbula 
Dr., Merimbula, NSW 2548, Australia; 
phone: +61 2 6495 3200; fax: +61 2 
6495 3633; Web: www.raywhite.com/
nsw/merimbula.

Merimbula Lake Accommodation 
Centre, Market St., Merimbula, NSW 
2548 Australia; phone: +61 2 6495 
3144; Web: www.merimbulalake.
com.au.

For further information, contact 
Bruce Dean by e-mail at bfjadean@
bigpond.com or by phone at +61 2 
95258139 or fax +61 2 95250497.

Bruce Dean

Sunshine Coast, 
Queensland

The Sunshine Coast, a tropical ocean 
resort area with spectacular beach and 
hinterland views, is again our location 
for the Feast of Tabernacles in 2008. 
The Sunshine Coast is a 90-minute 
drive north of Brisbane and an easy 
motorway drive from the Brisbane 
International Airport. Car rental and 
shuttle service is available.

A new air-conditioned facility, the 
Lake Kawana Community Centre, is 
our meeting venue, located between 
the towns of Caloundra and Moolo-
olaba and a short 10-minute drive from 
any accommodation in these areas. 

Accommodations include from 
one- to three-bedroom units, self-con-
tained (with kitchen, living area, etc.), 
ranging from luxury units to economy. 
Most are beach resorts that are located 
on or within walking distance from the 
beach or ocean. Many are in high rises 
that give spectacular ocean views that 

In this special supplement are descriptions of Feast sites in alphabetical 
order by country. More sites may be added, but sufficient information was not 
available to print in this issue.

The Festival Planning Brochure will contain additional site information; a 
list of housing establishments for U.S., Canadian and some other sites; helpful 
tips for planning your Feast; and articles on the meaning of the Feast.

On the following pages, the + sign at the beginning of international phone 
numbers signifies the country code. Dollar amounts are in U.S. currency unless 
noted otherwise. The Web site www.oanda.com/convert/classic, among oth-
ers, provides up-to-date currency conversion information.
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include migrating whales.
Restaurants are plentiful and varied 

in cuisine and very good! Beach and 
ocean dictate the recreational activities 
for the area—surfing, kayaking, beach 
and boat trips to view whales. There 
are plenty of other favorite spots for 
visitors, such as Steve Irwin’s Austra-
lia Zoo, complete with croc feeding, 
rain forests and hinterland mountain 
tours. Some visit the Great Barrier 
Reef either before or after the Feast.

Weather will be warm and generally 
sunny and perfect for outdoor activi-
ties. 

Activities will include a Family Day, 
a senior citizens’ tour and a family din-
ner dance. 

Since our dinner dance is a special 
activity, we will need to know if you 
would like to attend. Reserve your 
place by notifying us by e-mail at bill-
bradford@bigpond.com.au by Sept. 15 
if you would like to attend this activity. 
Payment can be made after you arrive 
at the Feast. Please check our Web site, 
www.ucg.org.au/fot/2008qld.asp for 
information and updates about these 
activities and other information about 
the Feast. 

Location of Services: Lake Kawa-
na Community Centre, Sportsman 
Parade, Bokarina, Queensland.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Learn about what the area offers and 
find a wide range of accommodations 
on these Web sites: www.caloundra-
tourism.com.au, www.mooloolaba-
beach.com or www.sunshinecoast-
australia.com/. If I can help you, please 
contact me at billbradford@bigpond.
com.au.

Bill Bradford

Bahamas
Freeport, Grand Bahama

Just 55 miles off the coast of Florida, 
the Westin and Sheraton Grand Baha-
ma Island Our Lucaya Resort is in the 
heart of Grand Bahama Island. Its 7.5 
acres of sandy beaches, sparkling blue 
waters, tropical surroundings and its 
children’s activity center make it ideal 
for families looking to relax and enjoy 
quality time together.

The Feast will be held at the Westin 
and Sheraton Grand Bahama Island 
Our Lucaya Resort. The sand-col-
ored walls, honey-toned furniture and 
brightly colored fabrics in the 478 guest 
rooms and suites at the Sheraton will 
give Feastgoers a taste of paradise. 

There is an abundance of activities 
for families to share together or sepa-
rately. Pool games, crafts and athletic 
competitions are offered daily around 
the pool and on the beach. Kids will 
love the sand playground and 35-foot-
diameter wading pool. For an addition-
al fee, Camp Lucaya offers supervised 
activities for children ages 3 to 12.

Adults will appreciate the Sugar Mill 
Pool, with a 60-foot-high stone tower 
and “quiet” section with an adjacent 
10-person spa tub. There are also two 
magnificent golf courses and five res-
taurants and cafés that serve numerous 
delicious options for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner.

You can also enjoy:

• Water sports. including scuba les-
sons, windsurfing, jet skiing, parasail-
ing, snorkeling, sailing, kayaking, fish-
ing, waterskiing and banana boats.

• Basketball, volleyball and tennis 
on clay, grass, artificial grass or hard 
courts.

• Horseback riding.
• Nearby attractions, including the 

Lucayan National Park, big game fish-
ing, duty-free shopping at Port Lucaya 
and swimming with dolphins.

The resort was named one of Forbes 
magazine’s “Top 400 Hotels” and one 
of Child magazine’s “Top Ten Best 
Caribbean Resorts for Families” in 
2006. 

The property is just minutes from 
the main port town of Freeport and 
transportation to and from these areas 
can easily be arranged.

The room rates per night in U.S. dol-
lars for the Sheraton (run of the house) 
are: single, $139.40; double, $183.60; 
triple, $233.40; and quad, $294.40.

The room rates per night in U.S. dol-
lars for the Westin Island and Marina 
View are: single, $173; double, $206; 
triple, $267; and quad, $320.

All room rates are quoted inclusive 
of applicable state and local taxes, as 
well as daily breakfast per person. 
Children under 12 are free if sharing 
a room with an adult. The rates also 
include gratuities for maids and bell-
men.

The rates will be available three days 
prior and three days after the meeting 
dates, subject to availability of rooms 
at the time of reservation. 

We appreciate your prayers that God 
will grant us good weather before and 
during the Feast. We look forward to 
welcoming you to the Bahamas.

Note: Passport restrictions for air 
travel to and from the United States 
and Canada, Mexico, Bermuda and 
the Caribbean took effect in January 
2007. Travelers are required to have 
a passport or other secure, accepted 
document to enter or reenter the United 
States with all air travel.

Location of Services: Our Lucaya 
Resort Convention Center, Freeport, 
Grand Bahama, Bahamas. The room 
is air-conditioned, so regular Sabbath 
attire as is worn in North American 
congregations is appropriate. How-
ever, men may wear slacks, dress shirt 
and tie. Dress for all other activities is 
casual.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7 p.m.

Reservations: Attendees should 
request an application from Kingsley 
Mather at kingsley_mather@ucg.org. 
It will contain a reference number that 
should be used in all correspondence 
with him. The form should be complet-
ed and faxed to the fax number that is 
shown on the application form. Breth-
ren can telephone (866) 837-4186 toll-
free if they have questions about their 
reservation to attend the Feast. 

Brethren who do not have access 
to a fax machine can mail their appli-
cation to the address at the top of the 
application. All reservations will need 
one night’s deposit guaranteed by a 
major credit card. 

We need to fill our room block at 
Sheraton and Westin Grand Bahama 
Island Our Lucaya, Bahamas by June 

29, 2008. Please request your applica-
tion as soon as possible.

If you have any questions about the 
Feast site, please contact Kingsley 
Mather by e-mail at kingsley_mather@
ucg.org, by telephone at (242) 324-
3169 or by fax at (242) 364-5566.

Please check the Caribbean Web site 
for further updates at www.ucgcarib-
bean.org.

Kingsley Mather

Barbados
Barbados is the most easterly of 

the Caribbean islands. The island is 
fringed by coral reefs and the west 
and south coasts are generously gifted 
with white sandy beaches, while the 
ruggedly beautiful northeastern coast 
presents a rocky shoreline and a vig-
orous, pounding surf, bordered by 
majestic cliffs.

The island experiences two sea-
sons: a mostly sunny dry season from 
December to May and a wet or rainy 
season from June to November. For 
most of the year the northeasterly 
trade winds provide cool, refreshing 
breezes.

The South Coast is most alluring 
with sun-drenched sands and tur-
quoise waters luring one to bathe and 
relax comfortably. This year, the Feast 
will be held at the Southern Palms 
Beach Club, which is situated in St. 
Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, on the 
South Coast. The seating capacity of 
the conference room is very limited, so 
the Feast will be primarily for those in 
the Caribbean region. Limited space is, 
however, available for a few interna-
tional brethren who may be interested 
in transferring.

The room rate at Southern Palms 
is $141 single or double occupancy, 
inclusive of taxes. The rate for a third 
person in the room will be an addi-
tional $18.75. The maximum capacity 
in any of the rooms is three persons. 
These rates do not include meals.

There are a number of other hotels/
apartments in close proximity to the 
location. Some may want to conduct 
their own search.

Reservations: If you are interested 
and would like more information, 
please contact Arnold Hampton by e-
mail at arnold_hampton@ucg.org.

Arnold Hampton

Bolivia
Cochabamba

This year we plan to have the Feast 
of Tabernacles in the city of Coch-
abamba at the Casa Campestre Con-
vention Center, located 7 miles from 
downtown Cochabamba. 

The city of Cochabamba is known 
as the grain center for Bolivia and is 
located in the very center of the coun-
try at 2,560 meters above sea level, 
which gives the city an excellent cli-
mate. Almost the whole year round 
Cochabamba has a spring climate. In 
this environment we plan to have the 
congregations of La Paz and Santa 
Cruz together with visitors to celebrate 
the Feast to God. 

The hotel offers us food and housing 

at a very reasonable price. The cost for 
eight days per adult, including housing 
and food in this four-star hotel, will be 
$160. The cost could vary a little due to 
the devaluation of the dollar. The trans-
portation cost to and from the hotel is 
not included. However, there will be 
no need to travel very much since ser-
vices and all activities will take place 
at the same hotel. Children between 4 
and 10 years of age will pay half of the 
cost, and children under 4 will not have 
to pay.

Visitors could choose either to fly to 
La Paz or Santa Cruz and from there to 
Cochabamba, since the city is almost 
exactly halfway between the cities.  

The hotel is located in a very tran-
quil part of the city, which will allow us 
to have a lot of fellowship. It is a spe-
cial place to meditate, rest and worship 
God, surrounded by beautiful gardens 
in the middle of the spring weather all 
year round.

Since the hotel has lots of visitors 
from other countries, it has developed 
a variety of food from all parts of the 
world that are offered in a very com-
fortable and elegant restaurant. For 
the Feast attendees, the hotel will be 
offering the three meals in buffet style. 
Besides that, the hotel is also offer-
ing coffee and tea in the middle of the 
morning and mid afternoon.

As part of its service, the hotel is 
offering private parking, security all 
day round, telephone calls at a reason-
able prices, swimming pool, soccer 
and volleyball courts, free Internet and 
computer service, etc. 

We all plan to arrive at the hotel on 
Monday, Oct. 13, at around 4 p.m., and 
we plan to leave as a group at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Oct. 21. 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
8 p.m.

We would be very happy to have 
visitors from other parts of the world. 
Even though we plan to have services 
only in Spanish, those brethren who 
know a little Spanish are welcome, 
since we could help them to under-
stand more of the language.

Reservations: If you are interested 
in attending in Bolivia, please contact 
Saul Langarica at slangarica@uni-
dachile.org or write to him at Casilla 
10384, Correo Central, Santiago, Chile. 
You can also contact Raul Machicao at 
raulmachicao@hotmail.com.

We also invite you to visit our Web 
page at www.unidabolivia.org to see 
additional information on the hotel and 
pictures of the facilities.

Saul Langarica

Brazil
Maloca de Moscou

Once again our brethren from the 
Wapixana community in the north of 
Brazil will come together to celebrate 
the Feast of Tabernacles 2008 using 
their own facilities within their com-
munity. This community is located 50 
miles north of Boa Vista, the capital 
city of the state of Roraima, Brazil. In 
this part of the world we have about 50 
brethren who get together every Sab-
bath and on the Holy Days to worship 
God.

Brethren visiting this site should fly 

to Boa Vista. They could also fly to the 
city of Manaus and then travel by bus 
to Boa Vista. The trip by bus is breath-
taking since it passes through the exu-
berant vegetation of the Amazon.

Because of the lack of hotels in 
Maloca de Moscou and the lack of 
transportation between Boa Vista and 
Maloca de Moscou, we recommend 
visitors either to rent a car and travel 
from Boa Vista to the community each 
day, or stay in the community in the 
homes of brethren.

Most of the brethren speak Portu-
guese and English, besides the local 
dialect. That means any visitor should 
speak one of those languages. Trans-
lation between those three languages 
would be available if necessary.

Even though traveling to the Feast 
site could be tiring, brethren there 
would greatly appreciate any visitors 
from other parts of the world, since 
most of the year they do not have visi-
tors due to distance and cost of trans-
portation.

We do have services every day, a 
talent show with the participation of 
most of the brethren, sports activities 
and Bible studies. During services, it 
is very inspiring to hear the hymns in 
Portuguese, English and Wapixana—
the local dialect.

Our brethren in this part of the world 
live a simple life based mainly on agri-
culture. They are people blessed by 
God in many ways. They do not lack 
food or water. They all have houses, 
and they are happy and willing to share 
their blessings with any visitor for the 
Holy Days.

Reservations: In case you have 
interest in attending this site, please 
contact Saul Langarica at slangarica@
unidachile.org or write to him at Casil-
la 10384, Correo Central, Santiago, 
Chile.

Saul Langarica

British Isles
Stirling, Scotland

Stirling is Scotland’s heritage capi-
tal, where the Scottish Wars of Inde-
pendence were fought and won; where, 
for three centuries, monarchs ruled in 
regal splendor; and where merchants 
and craftsmen plied their trade below 
the castle rock. This year it is the site 
of the Feast of Tabernacles in the Brit-
ish Isles.

You feel a sense of history as you 
meander through the Old Town or 
enter the spectacular cliff-top castle. 
The compact heritage mile that links 
Stirling’s Old Town with its bustling 
city center boasts the finest concentra-
tion of historic buildings in Scotland. 
Beautifully preserved medieval and 
Renaissance churches and mansions 
cluster around the Old Town, flanked 
by cobbled streets, period street furni-
ture and Victorian-styled iron work.

The Back Walk is a scenic pathway 
around the Castle and Old Town. The 
Old Town Jail has been transformed 
from a grim Victorian reform prison 
into a vibrant visitor attraction.

Stirling Castle commands views of 
seven battlefields, including Bannock-
burn, in a panorama across Scotland 
that encompasses Ben Lomond, the 



�     UnitedNews  March/April 2008 United Church of God, an International Association

Trossachs and the Ochil Hills. William 
Wallace, of Braveheart fame, is com-
memorated in the 220-foot-high tower 
of the National Wallace Monument. A 
climb up the 246 steps of the monu-
ment is rewarded with glorious views 
across Scotland from the Forth Bridges 
to Loch Lomond.

Other places of interest may be 
found at www.visitscotland.com.

Edinburgh is an hour away by train 
from Stirling.

Location of Services: Albert Halls, 
Albert Place, Dumbarton Road, Stir-
ling, FK8 2QL (insert the post code 
into www.maps.google.co.uk to view 
the location). 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: For details about 
booking, please visit www.ucg.org.
uk/feast2008. Accommodation options 
are available by e-mail on request, and 
we will soon be providing information 
on tours to places like Loch Lomond to 
those who register.

Peter Hawkins

Cameroon
Douala

Douala, the principal port city of 
Cameroon in central Africa, will host 
the Feast of Tabernacles in 2008. Lodg-
ing is available at a number of hotels 
in the city, including the Meridien, the 
Akwa Palace and the Ibis.  

Approximately 60 people are 
expected to attend this site. This site 
is French-speaking only; any wishing 
to transfer in need to be fluent in the 
language. Services will be held at the 
Church hall on the outskirts of Douala, 
about 45 minutes by taxi from the city 
center. Activities will include a family 
games day and a talent show. A visa 
and a yellow fever vaccination are 
required.

Registration: More information 
and registration forms may be received 
by contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by 
writing to French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027; or by calling (513) 
576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Canada
Kelowna, British Columbia

Situated in the moderate climate of 
Canada’s Okanagan Valley, Kelowna 
is once again a Feast of Tabernacles 
site for 2008.

The Okanagan Valley, stretching 
from Osoyoos at the American/Cana-
dian border north to Vernon, British 
Columbia, is chock-full of orchards 
and vineyards, many offering wine 
tasting and tours.

Few cities in Canada’s Okanagan 
can compare to Kelowna. As a result 
of its location along the eastern edge 
of Okanagan Lake, the city is blessed 
with spectacular scenery. 

There are miles of trails for hik-
ing, mountain biking, trail riding and 
family walks. There are about 18 golf 
courses in the area, along with centers 
for family outings, miniature golf and 

kids’ attractions. Whether touring win-
eries, visiting galleries and museums, 
checking out restaurants or exploring 
a landscape covered in orchards as far 
as the eye can see, visitors to Kelowna 
will certainly get that Feast feeling!

For Internet users, a local Web site 
(www.castanet.net/) provides current 
news, weather and local happenings. 
The climate in autumn is usually still 
fairly warm, with crisp nights. Rain is 
not normally a problem as the area is 
arid. It is a good idea to bring clothing 
that is suitable for weather in the 50s 
and 60s Fahrenheit (13 to 18 Celsius). 

Motel prices are reasonable, with 
a selection to meet all budgets. An 
international airport just north of town 
serves the area with direct flights from 
Seattle. Americans who fly in are now 
required to have passports in order to 
reenter the United States. 

Location of Services: Kelowna 
Community Theatre, 1375 Water St., 
Kelowna, British Columbia.

First Service: Monday, Oct 13, at 
7:30 p.m. The following day’s service 
will be at 1 p.m. 

Taxes: There is a provincial sales 
tax of 7 percent (8 percent on hotels) 
as well as GST of 5 percent.

David Palmer

Midland, Ontario
The Feast of Tabernacles 2008 will 

be held at a new location in Midland, 
Ontario. Midland is located on beau-
tiful Southern Georgian Bay, only 90 
minutes from Toronto, 60 minutes 
from Collingwood and 30 minutes 
from Barrie. The area has a natural 
blend of breathtaking landscapes, 
wildlife diversity, picturesque harbor 
and waterfront trails and parkland. 
The beautiful fall colors will be at their 
peak during the Feast.

You can also visit several of the 
historic attractions in the area that 
reflect the region’s founding cultures 
of aboriginal, English and French, 
including the Huronia Museum and 
the Sainte-Marie Among the Hurons.

Other superb attractions include a 
30,000 islands cruise, the Wye Marsh 
Wildlife Centre and a wonderful venue 
for the kids at the Castle Village and 
Enchanted Kingdom.

For those who love to shop, there are 
local craft stores in the historic downtown 
as well as the familiar chain stores.

For those craving culinary delights, 
there are restaurants with a local flavor, 
as well as a selection of chain restau-
rants. 

Services and accommodations will 
be at the Best Western Highland Inn 
and Conference Centre. It is the pre-
mier full-service hotel in the Southern 
Georgian Bay area.

It has an excellent auditorium with 
seating capacity for almost 400 people. 
It has deluxe room accommodations 
and suites that include a small refriger-
ator, coffeemaker and free high-speed 
wireless Internet. 

The restaurants on-site include the 
Atrium Café and the Pines for casual 
or fine dining. The Office is a cozy fire-
place lounge for relaxing with friends. 
Other amenities at the Best Western 
include heated indoor swimming pool, 
hot tub and sauna. 

Room rates start at $76 (Canadian) 

for a standard deluxe room. Cottages 
and kitchenette facilities can be rented 
in the area less than 30 minutes from 
the Best Western.

The following Festival activities will 
be offered: a boat tour on the Georgian 
Queen, a family picnic at a local park, 
a teen outing, a seniors’ brunch, a har-
vest dinner, a group outing to a local 
attraction and much more.

For further information on the area, 
please go to www.southerngeorgian-
bay.on.ca. The Web site for the hotel 
can be found at www.bestwesternmid-
land.com.

For questions about the Feast, you 
can contact the Festival coordinator 
Dennis Horlick by e-mail at dennis_
horlick@ucg.ca or by phone at (905) 
831-6308.

Location of Services: 924 King 
St., Midland, Ontario (at the corner of 
Hwy. 12).

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: 10 percent for guest rooms.
Dennis Horlick

Saskatchewan
At the time of going to press, the 

Feast site for Saskatchewan had not 
been confirmed. Information should 
be available soon. Those interested in 
keeping the Feast in Regina this year 
(or possibly Saskatoon) should contact 
the Feast coordinator, Lloyd Teetaert, 
by e-mail at lloyd_teetaert@ucg.org.

Lloyd Teetaert

St. John’s, Newfoundland
This year’s Feast of Tabernacles 

in St. John’s, Newfoundland, will be 
mainly a webcast Feast for the local 
brethren. If someone still wishes to 
transfer to Newfoundland this fall, then 
the local brethren will do their very 
best to accommodate them. Those who 
are interested are asked to get in touch 
with the Festival coordinator, David 
Smith, at dave_smith@ucg.org.

David Smith

Chile
Lican Ray

Once again this year we plan to have 
the Feast of Tabernacles for the breth-
ren in southern Chile in beautiful Lican 
Ray. Even though the original purpose 
for this Feast site was to serve the 
brethren in the south of Chile, little by 
little more brethren are enjoying their 
visit to this site, and so the attendance 
is growing every year. 

Again we plan to hold the Feast at 
the Complejo Turistico El Conquista-
dor, located near the middle of the town 
and only a few blocks from breathtak-
ing Lake Calafquen and at the base of 
the Villarrica Volcano, which is snow-
capped all year.

Lican Ray is located only 70 miles 
from the main city of Temuco, which 
has an international airport. Ground 
transportation from Temuco or San-
tiago to Lican Ray is readily available, 
comfortable and inexpensive. From 
Santiago it takes about 10 hours to 
cover the 480 miles between the two 
cities.

The Feast site has five acres of land 
and 42 beautiful cabins. A supermarket 

is just around the corner, so families 
can cook their own meals in order to 
lower the cost of the Feast. The com-
plex also has its own restaurant.

Services take place in the same com-
plex. During the Feast there will be 
activities organized by the Church, but 
also there will be opportunities to visit 
the many beautiful natural places this 
area offers and, of course, swim and 
fish in beautiful Lake Calafquen. 

Unfortunately, we are not offering 
translation of services into English. 
However, we will be very happy to 
have Spanish-speaking visitors. 

You do not have to send any money 
for your reservation, but we trust that 
your application to this site will be 
securing your attendance. The cost 
per person in the six-person shared 
cabins will be $10 per day, which only 
includes the housing. 

Since this cost does not include 
meals, most of the brethren cook their 
own food. We have not contracted 
food for the group at the restaurant. 
Each person would be making his own 
arrangements. In case you want to eat 
at the restaurant, the cost for meals is 
very affordable. Breakfast is about $4 
and lunch or dinner is about $10. Of 
course you could also eat in restaurants 
outside the complex that are even more 
affordable.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
8 p.m.

Information and Reservations: If 
you want to have more information 
about the facilities at the site, please 
see the following Web page: www.tur-
ismoelconquistador.cl.

If you want to have more information 
about the Feast site or want to apply to 
attend these Hoy Days of God with us 
in southern Chile, please contact Saul 
Langarica at slangarica@unidachile.
org or write to Casilla 10384, Correo 
Central, Santiago, Chile.

Saul Langarica

France
Collonges-la-Rouge

Collonges-la-Rouge is a medieval-
period village built of pink sandstone 
in a bucolic region about 100 miles 
east of Bordeaux and 300 miles south 
of Paris. Services will be in French and 
English with simultaneous translation. 
We anticipate an attendance of 100 
people. 

The Feast will be held at the vaca-
tion center VAL “Les vignettes.” This 
will be the second year we use this 
attractive, all-inclusive site: lodging, 
meals, church services and many lei-
sure activities will all be at the VAL 
site. Prices are inexpensive, but rooms 
are rather simple since this is a family-
oriented establishment, and there is no 
daily maid service. 

Collonges-la-Rouge is a small 
village on the edge of the Perigord, 
Auvergne and Limousin regions, 
famous for their beautiful countryside 
and fine cuisine. Collonges was the 
first village to be named at the forma-
tion of the “Most Beautiful Villages 
of France” association. It is near the 
medieval pilgrimage site of Rocama-
dour, and the wonderfully preserved 
historic city of Sarlat la Canéda with 

its medieval and Renaissance build-
ings still intact. 

Collonges is nestled in a region of 
medieval castles, and is not far from 
the world-famous Lascaux cave paint-
ings. Coach excursions to some of 
these sites will be organized for those 
interested.

Easiest access for international 
visitors will be through the Limoges 
airport. An airport shuttle will be orga-
nized.

Leisure activity facilities at the VAL 
include a children’s playground, bil-
liard and Ping-Pong tables, tennis 
courts and a pétanque court (pétanque 
is a typically southern-French outdoor 
game for people of all ages, easy to 
learn and fun to play). 

Off the site, but within a few miles, 
there are many other activities offered. 
These include many marked walking 
trails, horseback riding, a golf course 
and parasailing.

Autumn is a pleasant season in this 
part of France. There can be some rain 
in this season (bring an umbrella), 
but daytime temperatures are usually 
between 55 and 70 degrees Fahren-
heit. Evenings can be cooler, dipping 
into the 40s, so a jacket or sweater is 
necessary.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
9 p.m.

Registration: For more information 
and/or a Festival application, please 
contact: French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027; phone (513) 576-
9796; or e-mail info-fr@ucg.org. 

Joel Meeker

Germany
Schluchsee

Join us this year to celebrate our 10th 
Feast of Tabernacles in Schluchsee! 
The picturesque town of Schluchsee 
is set on Lake Schluchsee in southern 
Germany, in a beautiful area just 10 
miles (16 kilometers) from the Black 
Forest’s highest mountain, the Feld-
berg (1,493 meters, 4,860 feet). 

Lake Titisee, with its scenic town 
of Titisee, is a 20-minute drive from 
Schluchsee, and the famous Rhine 
river waterfall in Schaffhausen/Neu-
hausen, Switzerland, is about 60 min-
utes by car.

Temperatures in late September 
and early October can still be mild, 
but the evenings can be chilly because 
of Schluchsee’s altitude (900 meters, 
approximately 3,000 feet). 

Accommodations for transfer guests 
are available in selected hotels and 
vacation apartments. Vacation apart-
ments offer kitchenettes. Half-board 
arrangements are available in most 
hotels. Lodging costs range from $75 
to $125 for a vacation apartment and 
from $50 upwards per person for hotel 
accommodations, which includes 
breakfast. (Please note: Prices depend 
on the dollar/euro exchange rate, cur-
rently $1.46 per euro.)

Transfer guests can make their own 
reservations if they wish; lodging infor-
mation is available via the Schluchsee 
Web site, www.schluchsee.de.

The hall where services will be held 
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is within walking distance of most 
lodging units within the main village 
area. 

Direct “German Rail” (Deutsche 
Bahn AG) service is available via 
Freiburg to Schluchsee. However, 
car rental is recommended for ease 
of transportation and sightseeing. 
Schluchsee is located approximately 
180 miles (300 kilometers) south of 
the Frankfurt International Airport or 
50 miles (80 kilometers) northwest of 
the Zurich International Airport. 

Expected attendance is approxi-
mately 200. Most services will be 
held in German, with a simultane-
ous translation into English. Interna-
tional guests who do not speak Ger-
man will need to bring their own FM 
radio and headphones to services to 
be able to receive the simultaneous 
translation.

Location of Services: Grosser Kur-
saal, Kurhaus Schluchsee (next to the 
Rathaus, behind the tourism office). 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Reservations: Visitors wishing to 
attend should register on the UCG-
Germany Web site at www.vkg.org/
fot.php. Registration is required and 
an e-mail address is needed for regis-
tration.

Paul Kieffer

Ghana
Elmina and Accra

The United Church of God will host 
the Feast of Tabernacles in Ghana in 
West Africa in 2008. Meeting loca-
tions will be on the coast in Elmina 
and the capital city of Accra. 

Western-style hotel accommoda-
tions are available at $80 to $150 per 
night. Side trips are available to see 
castles—formerly used to ship slaves 
and gold bullion—and other sites of 
cultural interest.

Reservations: If you are inter-
ested in keeping the Feast in Ghana, 
please contact Tom Clark by e-mail at 
thomas_clark@ucg.org, by phone at 
(316) 773-3917 or by mail at P.O. Box 
12322, Wichita, KS 67277.

Tom Clark

Guyana
Lethem, Rupununi

For the fourth consecutive year, the 
Feast of Tabernacles will be held at the 
Savannah Inn Hotel in Lethem, Rupu-
nuni, Guyana in South America.

Lethem is a small town that sits on 
the border with Brazil, separated by 
the Takutu River about 300 miles from 
the capital, Georgetown.

The Rupununi Savannah is the home 
of two of Guyana’s nine indigenous 
Amerindian tribes, the Wapishana 
and Mucushi people. The population 
of Lethem is a diverse culture with 
a mixture of the coastlanders (from 
Georgetown and surrounding area), 
and the local Amerindians. Some of 
the residents are a mixture of Guya-
nese and Brazilian nationals. This cre-
ates a unique blend of cultures. Lethem 
is also the administrative center for the 
Rupununi District.

Services will be in English, the lan-
guage that is spoken by most residents 
of Guyana. Your South American 
brethren would welcome having you 
join them at this year’s Feast.

Room Accommodations: The 
Savannah Inn Hotel offers 13 rooms 
and cabins at the following rates per 
night:

Regular rooms with fans, one per-
son: G$3,000 or US$15.

Regular rooms with fans, two peo-
ple: G$4,000 or US$20.

Rooms with air-conditioning for 
family: G$5,000 or US$25.

Cabins (small) with air-conditioning 
and refrigerator: G$6,000 or US$30.

Cabins (large) with air-conditioning 
and refrigerator: G$7,000 or US$35.

The hotel has a restaurant and serves 
meals at the following prices per per-
son: breakfast, G$700 or US$3.50; 
lunch, G$1,000 or US$5; dinner, 
G$1,000 or US$5; and snack, G$400 
or US$2.

The hotel can also arrange tour 
packages for nature lovers. 

Trans Guyana Airways has regular-
ly scheduled flights from Ogle airport 
near Georgetown, the capital.

Immunization is highly recom-
mended. Brethren who plan to transfer 
to Lethem for the Feast should contact 
the medical authorities in the country 
where they live.

Location of Services: The confer-
ence room at the Savannah Inn, Let-
hem, Rupununi.  

First Service: Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 
10 a.m. 

Taxes: All prices are subject to 16 
percent V.A.T. government tax.

Information and Reservations: For 
further information about the Feast 
site, contact Kingsley Mather by e-
mail at kingsley_mather@ucg.org or 
by phone at (242) 324-3169; or Gary 
Atkinson by e-mail at g_atki@yahoo.
co.uk.

For hotel reservations, contact 
Alfred Ramsaran, Savannah Inn Hotel, 
Lethem, Rupununi, Guyana, S.A.; by 
e-mail at ramsarran4al@yahoo.com; 
or by phone at +592-772-2091.

Kingsley Mather

Italy 
Sabaudia (South Rome)

Once again we’ll celebrate the Feast 
of Tabernacles at Sabaudia, the beau-
tiful and peaceful seaside town near 
Rome, as our four-star hotel prices 
(full board inclusive) are kept amaz-
ingly low. We can offer bus transpor-
tation from and to the Rome interna-
tional airport on any day, before and 
after the Feast.

Church services will be held alter-
nately in English and Italian, with 
simultaneous translation. Headphones 
will be provided on site. 

To give the overseas brethren the 
opportunity to rest on their arrival, 
there will be no services on the evening 
of Oct. 13. However, there will be two 
Holy Day services on Oct. 14. 

English is spoken and understood by 
a good number of Italian brethren who 
are looking forward to meeting and fel-
lowshipping with you.

Our two Feast hotels have their own 

private beach facing one of the most 
limpid and uncontaminated stretches 
of water in the Tyrrhenian Sea. This 
means that in your spare time, and 
especially during the Feast’s Fam-
ily Day, you can enjoy activities such 
swimming, beach volleyball and table 
tennis, at no extra cost.  Also, a beauty 
center, with gym and sauna, will be 
available to all Feast participants at a 
very affordable price.

The hotels’ facilities provide oppor-
tunities for relaxation and fun for all 
the brethren and their families. The site 
is surrounded by sunny dunes, lakes 
and the National Park of Circeo. The 
climate is very mild even in October: 
night and day temperatures range from 
64 to 90 degrees Fahrenheit.

The Feast site is located very close 
to Rome, Vatican City and Pompeii 
(which was destroyed by volcanic 
eruption in 79 B.C.). Cultural tours to 
those places will be offered at afford-
able prices. Famous historical sites 
in Rome, like the Coliseum, Imperial 
Forum, Christian catacombs, the Vati-
can museums and several other places, 
are a witness of the conquest of pagan-
ism over true Christianity.

Rooms are equipped with telephone, 
TV set, air conditioner and shower. 
Prices are very special: 62 euros 
(equivalent to approximately US$86) 
per adult in double bedroom, including 
tax and full board (three meals a day). 
Discounts are offered to children who 
will be sharing a room with their rela-
tives: 50 percent discount for children 
3 to 6 years old; 30 percent discount for 
children 7 to 12; no cost for children 
under 2.

The Italian cuisine is one of the most 
delicious in the world. The hotel staff 
can speak English, and we can enjoy 
our meals all together in its restaurant. 
The chefs know the distinction of clean 
and unclean foods, and the restaurant 
staff is looking forward to welcoming 
and serving us diligently.

Furthermore, our young Italian 
brethren will offer a talent show, an 
evening dance and a Family Day on 
the beach, by involving as many tal-
ented volunteers as possible. If you 
can either sing or play the piano or 
any other musical instrument, or if 
you have any other artistic talent that 
may entertain the brethren at the tal-
ent show, your talent will be most wel-
come. Choir singers and piano players 
are most welcome as well.

We hope that you and your family 
can make it to Italy this year.

Reservations: Your Feast applica-
tion/registration should be submitted 
as soon as possible, through the Italian 
Web site (www.labuonanotizia.org) 
where more information can be found. 
From outside Italy you may also con-
tact us by phone/fax (+39 35 452 35 
73) or e-mail (feast_italy@labuonano-
tizia.org).

Carmelo Anastasi

Ivory Coast (Côte 
d’Ivoire)
La Mé

The Feast of Tabernacles 2008 site 
in the West African nation of Côte 

d’Ivoire will be the rural village of 
La Mé about one hour’s drive out of 
the commercial capital of Abidjan. 
All services will be in French. La Mé 
has a rustic inn that may be capable of 
receiving a few visitors. Attendance 
will be about 25 people.

There is an unresolved civil-war 
situation in Côte d’Ivoire. At the time 
of writing there is a ceasefire and the 
situation is relatively calm, but there 
have been periodic outbreaks of civil 
unrest and occasional combat situ-
ations. There is a UN peacekeeping 
presence in parts of the country. The 
U.S. State Department issued a travel 
warning about Côte d’Ivoire on Aug. 
25, 2005. Any potential visitors should 
take this situation into account before 
planning to attend the Feast in Côte 
d’Ivoire.

No visa is currently required from 
most Western countries for entry into 
Côte d’Ivoire. A yellow fever vaccina-
tion is required for entry.

Registration: More information 
and registration forms may be received 
by contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by 
writing to French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027; or by calling (513) 
576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Jamaica
Montego Bay

Jamaica, one of the Caribbean’s 
brightest tropical jewels, is an island of 
intoxicating natural beauty—from lush 
rainforest and mountainous terrain to 
spectacular waterfalls, sun-drenched 
beaches and turquoise waters.

This year’s Feast will be held at 
the Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort in 
Montego Bay. Holiday Inn Sunspree 
Resort is a 20-acre beachfront prop-
erty, catering to singles, couples and 
families, with great emphasis placed 
on families.

One of the many benefits guests will 
enjoy is the ease of transportation from 
the Montego Bay Sangster Internation-
al Airport.

The resort offers 524 well-appointed 
rooms and suites. These accommoda-
tions are located within seven dedi-
cated buildings that offer an intimate 
environment with the services possible 
from a large full-service facility.

All accommodations offer a balco-
ny or patio, cable television, a digital 
clock radio, coffeemaker, hair dryer, 
iron and ironing board. The hotel’s on-
site Marketessen, duty-free shop and 
boutique and hair salon can also handle 
any personal needs guests may have. 

The rates in U.S. dollars (per room, 
per night, including gratuity) are as 
follows:
  Single Double Triple    Quad
Standard 135 180 265 340
OV  150 195 280 355
OF  170 210 295 370
Suite  235 280 365 440

OV=ocean view; OF=oceanfront
Children 12 and under are free, 

while those 13-19 are an extra US$70 
per child per night, when they share the 
room with an adult.

These rates include the following:

• Accommodations.
• Three meals daily.
• Snacks from morning until eve-

ning.
• Local brand beverages and cock-

tails.
• Large lagoon shaped free-form 

swimming pool.
• Adult-only pool.
• Fully equipped fitness center.
• Four lighted tennis courts.
• Windsurfing, sailing.
• Day and night entertainment.
• Children 12 and under stay, play 

and eat free!
• Children’s activity centers for 

kids from 6 months to 12 years. 
• Teen Scene.
• One oceanfront whirlpool fits 12 

people.
• Use of miniature golf course.
Being the third largest hotel in 

Jamaica, the Holiday Inn Sunspree 
Resort has a wide expanse of beach 
approximately a half mile long, offer-
ing guests plenty of room for walk-
ing or relaxing. Water sports, includ-
ing Sunfish sailing, pedal boats and 
kayaks, are all included in the price. 
Motorized water sports are additional.

The hotel has a fitness center with 
Exercycles and Nautilus equipment; 
and tennis, basketball and volleyball 
courts are all on the property. The lat-
est addition is a nine-hole miniature 
golf course. 

A wide variety of food and beverage 
options are available.

We do not recommend that you 
change a lot of your money into the 
local currency.

We appreciate your prayers that God 
will grant us good weather before and 
during the Feast. We look forward to 
welcoming you to Jamaica.

Location of Services: The Rosehall 
Ballroom of the Holiday Inn Sunspree 
Resort. The room is air-conditioned, 
so regular Sabbath attire as is worn 
in North American congregations is 
appropriate. However, men may wear 
slacks, dress shirt and tie. Dress for all 
other activities is casual.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7 p.m.

Reservations: For those who are 
interested in attending the Jamaica 
Feast site, please request a Festival 
Transfer Application from Kingsley 
Mather at kingsley_mather@ucg.org. 
If you have any questions about the 
site, please e-mail him or telephone 
him at (242) 364-5566.

If you have questions about the 
hotel, please e-mail Lavern Johnson 
at Holiday Inn Sunspree at lavern.
johnson@ihg.com or telephone her at 
(876) 953-8375.

Please check the Caribbean Web site 
for further updates at www.ucgcarib-
bean.org.

Kingsley Mather

Malawi
Malawi is called the “warm heart 

of Africa.” If you are looking for a 
unique Feast experience by a beauti-
ful lake, Malawi is the place for you.  
Lake Malawi is the third largest lake 
in Africa at 362 miles long and 10 to 
50 miles wide. 
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Malawi is a peaceful country with 
very friendly people. There are plenty 
of activities that you can participate 
in, like safaris to game parks, sailing, 
kayaking and snorkeling. Malawi is a 
landlocked country in Africa bordered 
by Tanzania to the north and Zambia 
to the west.

The climate is mild, with high tem-
peratures around 27 degrees Celsius 
(80 Fahrenheit) at that time of year.  
Entry to Malawi is easy. For Ameri-
cans, for example, a passport is all 
that is necessary and visas are not 
required.  An airport fee of around 
$30 must be paid before leaving the 
country.

British Airways and South African 
Airways have many flights to Mala-
wi. Keep in mind the country is in a 
malaria area and precautions should be 
taken. The Feast occurs during the dry 
season, which reduces the risk.

Housing is available at Nkopola 
Lodge at the Lake. All rooms at the 
lodge have air conditioning and digi-
tal satellite television. The lodge has 
gear available for the wate rsport of 
your choice, including waterskiing, 
snorkeling, windsurfing or canoe-
ing.  Rates are about $90 per day per 
couple at the present exchange rate 
(subject to change). This includes 
breakfast. Other accommodations 
at reduced price are also available in 
the area. The lodge is located within 
walking distance of the hall where 
services are held.

Lake Malawi offers the opportunity 
for a unique African experience. 

Reservations: If you are interested 
in attending the Feast in Malawi, call 
Morgen Kriedemann at +27 082 929 
8844 or send an e-mail to  morgenk@
fotrsa.co.za or morgen_kriedemann@
ucg.org.

Morgen Kriedemann

Mauritius
Located in the southern tropics of 

the Indian Ocean off the southeast 
coast of Africa, the island paradise 
of Mauritius will host a Feast site in 
2008. Mauritius is known for its stun-
ningly beautiful mountainous interior, 
its fine-sand beaches and its colorful 
and harmonious mix of peoples from 
Africa, Europe and Asia.

Festival activities will include 
plenty of time for fellowship with the 
dozen local brethren from Mauritius 
and neighboring Reunion (we expect 
a total attendance of about 25), and 
excursions to sites of interest on the 
island.

International access is through the 
Plaisance International Airport with 
several daily connections through Lon-
don or Paris. No visas or vaccinations 
are required to enter Mauritius from 
most North American and European 
countries.

Registration: More information 
and registration forms may be received 
by contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by 
writing to French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027; or by calling (513) 
576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Mexico
Acapulco

The Feast site for Mexico this year 
will be beautiful Acapulco. Prices 
for the UCG group per room for the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel (where services 
will be held) are 820 pesos per night 
for double occupancy rooms (with two 
children under 12 years of age free) 
and 1,053 pesos per night for triple 
occupancy.

These prices include 17 percent for 
taxes. Also you will be expected to pay 
a 30 pesos tip for bellboys per person 
upon entrance and departure as well 
as a 30 pesos per night per room tip 
for the maids. (The rate of exchange 
is about 11 pesos to $1 at the time of 
writing.)

All international visitors are expect-
ed to stay at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
since your stay there will make it pos-
sible for us to receive a reduced rate 
for the meeting hall. If for any reason 
you choose to stay at another location, 
a contribution for hall expense of $100 
per person will be required and deeply 
appreciated.

The opening night message will be 
held at the Grand Hall at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel at 7:30 p.m. Please bring 
your hymnals and a portable FM radio 
for translation reception.

Reservations: Please make your 
hotel reservations under the “United 
Church of God group” (Iglesia de Dios 
Unida) by telephone at (01152744) 
440-5555 (from the United States).

For further assistance call Vicky 
Serna (hotel group manager) at 
(01152744) 440-5555.

After making your reservation at the 
hotel, you need to register with Pablo 
Dimakis (Church reservation coordi-
nator) by e-mail at pablodimakis@hot-
mail.com or by phone from the United 
States at (01152) 55 26211181.

For more information, please check 
our Web site www.unidamex.org.mx. 

We will look forward to seeing you 
in Acapulco for our best Feast ever!

Larry Roybal

New Zealand
Taupo

Volcanically created Lake Taupo is 
the stunning backdrop for this year’s 
Feast in New Zealand. The beautiful 
resort town of Taupo is located on New 
Zealand’s North Island, just four hours’ 
drive south of Auckland International 
Airport. Taupo may be reached by 
rental car or bus, traveling through the 
green countryside of the lush Waikato 
farmland. Regular domestic air flights 
also service Taupo from Auckland and 
Wellington.

Taupo, population 30,000, is nestled 
on the northern end of beautiful Lake 
Taupo, New Zealand’s largest lake. 
Lake Taupo is internationally famous 
for its rainbow trout and offers a wide 
range of chartered fishing boats for 
hire. Bungee jumping, Zorbing, sky-
diving and various adventure sports 
are attractions in this region. 

Places of interest include the Ara-
tiatia Rapids and Huka Falls, Craters 

of the Moon boiling mud pools and the 
Wairakei Geothermal Project. Thermal 
hot pools are included in some accom-
modation units, as well as in inexpen-
sive public facilities. Tourist information 
about many activities is provided on Tau-
po’s official Web site www.laketauponz.
com and www.destination-nz.com.

Within an hour’s drive of Taupo 
is the city of Rotorua, with its many 
Maori and thermal attractions. Close 
by are areas for fly-fishing, hunting 
and bush walking. Taupo offers visi-
tors a wide range of attractions making 
this a truly marvelous Feast site.

Mount Ruapehu is a two-hour drive 
south of Lake Taupo. The mountain, an 
active volcano, is known for its excel-
lent snow skiing. The ski fields are 
normally operating during the Feast 
period.

Services will be held at the Suncourt 
Hotel and Conference Centre (www.
suncourt.co.nz) in central Taupo.

Taupo offers an excellent range of 
accommodations, including back-
packer hostels, motels, lodges, holi-
day rental homes and four-star hotels. 
Prices range from NZ$40 to over $200 
per night. Useful New Zealand accom-
modation websites include www.
aatravel.co.nz, www.jasons.com and 
www.holidayhomes.co.nz/. Current 
exchange rates are found on www.
xe.com.

Our Feast weather is normally tem-
perate, with cooler nights and warm 
sunny days. Visitors should bring 
warm clothing, as it can be cool in the 
evenings.

The New Zealand brethren look for-
ward to welcoming you and the many 
overseas visitors who visit us each 
year. Attendance is expected to be over 
100 people this year.

Location of Services: Suncourt 
Hotel and Conference Centre, 14 
Northcroft St., Taupo; phone +64-7-
3788265. 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Visitors wishing to 
attend the Taupo site, please contact 
Feast coordinator Jeff Caudle, P.O. 
Box 22, Shortland St., Auckland 1140, 
New Zealand; e-mail jeff_caudle@
ucg.org; or phone +64-9-817 5496.

Art Verschoor

Philippines
Baguio City

Baguio is a city in the northern 
mountains of Luzon some 260 kilome-
ters (160 miles) north of Manila. Being 
a temperate place in this predominant-
ly warm and humid tropical country, it 
has been known as the summer capital 
of the Philippines.

As in the past six consecutive years, 
services for this year’s Feast of Taber-
nacles will again be held at the con-
ference hall of the Girl Scouts of the 
Philippines (GSP) Ang Ating Tahanan 
grounds. The hall where services will 
be held can easily accommodate as 
many as 150 Feastgoers. 

The GSP grounds have cottages 
and dormitory-type accommodations 
where Feastgoers can lodge within 
walking distance from the service hall. 
But for those who are more adventur-

ous and prefer to stay outside the Fes-
tival grounds, nearby hotels and inns 
are also available. Costs of accommo-
dations range from $5 per person per 
day for dormitory-type accommoda-
tions to $75 per night for hotel room 
accommodations.

This year, we are again expecting 
some 100 to 120 Feastgoers. These 
are brethren coming mainly from the 
Luzon Island region of the country. 
But we always welcome and are look-
ing forward to as many brethren as 
possible who are coming from inter-
national areas who would like to enjoy 
and celebrate the Feast with us. 

Location of Services: Conference 
hall of the Girl Scouts of the Phil-
ippines (GSP) Ang Ating Tahanan 
grounds along South Drive, Baguio 
City, Philippines.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
6:30 p.m.

Reservations: Those interested may 
get in touch with Rey Evasco by e-mail 
at ucgmnl@pacific.net.ph or by phone 
at +63 (917) 814 7826 or by mail at 
MCPO Box 4774, Makati City 1287, 
Philippines.

Rey Evasco

Davao City
Considered the “fruit basket of the 

country” on the island of Mindanao, 
Davao City is blessed to be situated 
outside the typhoon belt of the Philip-
pine archipelago. For three consecutive 
years, it has been judged by Asia Week 
magazine as the “most livable city in 
the Philippines.”

Located just 1½ hours by jet south 
of Manila (about $60 airfare, one way), 
its modern international airport con-
nects directly with flights to and from 
Singapore, plus many other Southeast 
Asian capitals and, of course, with the 
rest of the country. The city’s approxi-
mately 2,000 taxis may be called by 
telephone due to their use of two-way 
radios.

Characterized by breezy and mild 
tropical temperatures ranging from 20 
to 32 degrees Celsius (68 to 89 Fahr-
enheit), the Festival season is also the 
peak of the fruit season. In addition 
to the splendor of rare tropical flow-
ers, beautiful white sand beaches dot-
ted with coconut trees, shores lapped 
by clear blue waters reflecting warm 
azure skies, most beach resorts main-
tain international standards.

But beyond these nice physical 
features, the Festival campsite ambi-
ence lends itself to enhanced fellow-
shipping, spiritual meditation and a 
reminder of our being called out of 
this world. 

Services and Bible studies will be 
conducted in English (with translation 
into Cebuano).

The Festival venue this year will 
again be at the GSP Regional Train-
ing Camp in Daliao, Toril, Davao City, 
which is about a kilometer from the sea 
coast, and is familiar to all taxi drivers. 
It is about 20 kilometers (12.5 miles) 
from the Davao International Airport.

All housing facilities in camp have 
screens and some rooms are air-con-
ditioned. Meals will be served in the 
air-conditioned dining hall. It is hard 
to beat the offer of three buffet meals 
per day plus accommodation in an air-

conditioned room for only about $10 
per person per day.

For those looking for more classy 
accommodations and meals, down-
town hotels located about 15 kilome-
ters (10 miles) from the Festival site 
offer more choices. Downtown five-
star buffets cost about $16 per person 
per meal. Rates include taxes. Tips 
are not obligatory. (Presently US$1 is 
about PhP40.)

Reservations: For more information, 
please contact the Festival coordinator, 
Edmond Macaraeg, through any of the 
following: E-mail: ed_macaraeg@ucg.
org; P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO 8000 
Davao City, Philippines; phone/fax: 
+63 82 241-0150; or mobile phone: 
+63 918 919 4346.

Edmond Macaraeg

Iloilo City
Punta Villa Resort in Iloilo City is 

located in the Visayas Islands in the 
central part of the Philippines. About 
283 miles south of Manila, it is the 
gateway to the flourishing Western 
Visayas region. 

Iloilo’s climate is topical. The tem-
perature ranges from 27 to 32 degrees 
Celsius (82 to 90 Fahrenheit) through-
out the year. It has two main sea-
sons—rainy (June to September) and 
dry (October to May).

You can travel to Iloilo from other 
parts of the Philippines in style. By air, 
there are jets daily from Manila, which 
take about an hour for a one-way fare 
ranging from $50 to $55. By sea, sail-
ing time is about 20 hours from Manila 
for a one-way fare ranging from $20 
to $32. Passenger jeepneys, metered 
taxis, buses and private cars regularly 
ply the city’s roads.

A visit to Iloilo is a trip back to 
the past, without losing touch with 
the present. One can still find scores 
of neoclassical structures dotting the 
streets. Most of these are mansions 
built during the Spanish era, reminis-
cent of a glorious past.

Iloilo has stretches of seaside com-
munities and beach resorts. Scuba div-
ing, swimming and snorkeling can be 
done off Guimaras Island, a 15-minute 
ride on a motorized boat (banca). The 
underwater seascapes are some of the 
most undisturbed in the country.

Above all, you’ll experience the 
love, warmth and hospitality of the 
wonderful brethren.

Room rates are as follows: Executive 
rooms with hot/cold bath, TV and refrig-
erator—$30; double queen-sized bed-
rooms with hot/cold bath, TV and refrig-
erator—$25; standard double bedrooms 
with hot/cold bath and TV—$20.

Morning services are a daily feature, 
balanced by a variety of afternoon 
social activities and sports except on 
the Holy Days.

If anyone would like to take a side 
trip to one of the best beaches in the 
world, Boracay Island Resort is highly 
recommended.

Location of Services: Crown Ball-
room, Punta Villa Resort (fully air-
conditioned).

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: For more details, 
bookings or reservations, contact Flo-
rante G. Siopan, P.O. Box 713, 6100 
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Bacolod City; by telephone at +63 34 
708-3005 and +63 34 435-3231 and 
(cell phone) +63 09209388786; or by 
e-mail at florante_siopan@ucg.org.

Florante Siopan

Portugal
Costa de Caparica

The fishing village of Costa de 
Caparica, just outside Lisbon, will 
once again be the site for the United 
Church of God Feast in Portugal.

Services will be held at the Hotel 
Costa da Caparica (www.hotelcosta-
caparica.pt/) which is four-star hotel 
on the seafront serviced by restaurants 
and eating facilities with continental 
esplanades on the wide sidewalk just 
outside the hotel. 

Language and Services: Services will 
be held mainly in English with transla-
tion into Portuguese. There will be a few 
messages in Portuguese, which will be 
translated into English. Please bring a 
small portable radio with an earpiece 
for you to tune in to the translation. 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
8 p.m.

Reservations: To register for the 
Feast, please download the 2008 Fes-
tival Registration–Portugal form from 
www.revistaboanova.org/membros/
festa/feast.htm and submit your reg-
istration by e-mailing the completed 
registration form to the Festival coor-
dinator (Jorge de Campos) at Jorge_
decampos@ucg.org.

Accommodation rates:
• Single room: 56.50 euros/night 

(or 67 euros if sea view requested), 
including breakfast.

• Double room: 63 euros/night (that 
is, 31.50 euros per person if you share), 
including two breakfasts.

• Double room with sea view: 79 
euros/night (that is, 39.50 euros per 
person if you share), including two 
breakfasts.

• Extra child in room 3 years old 
and under: Free, if sharing room with 
two adults, including breakfast.

• Extra child from 4 to 11 years old: 
16 euros/night, if sharing room with 
two adults, including breakfast. Note: 
There is an absolute maximum of one 
extra bed per room. No exceptions.

• Children from 4 to 11 years old 
in separate room: 25 percent discount 
from adult price.

• Children 12 years old and older 
pay adult rates at the hotel.

Please use the following Web sites to 
get more information about the Feast, 
the hotel and places to visit in Lisbon: 

• More about the Feast in Portugal: 
www.revistaboanova.org/membros/
festa/feast.htm.

• www.hotelcostacaparica.pt for 
view of the hotel and conference room 
where the Feast will be held.

• www.atl-turismolisboa.pt for Lis-
bon tourist information.

• www.portugal.org for general 
information about Portugal.

Jorge de Campos

Rwanda
Muhazi

Beautiful Lake Muhazi in north cen-

tral Rwanda will be the site of the Feast 
of Tabernacles for 2008. Attendance at 
this French- and Kinyarwanda-speaking 
site is expected to be 70. 

Lodging, meals and services will be 
in a house and on its grounds on the 
lakeshore. Meals will be prepared by 
those attending this site. Visitors would 
need to stay in Kigali and commute to 
the site each day via a one-hour taxi 
ride. The situation is currently calm 
and stable in Rwanda.

Visitors can also arrange a trip to 
visit mountain gorillas in the Virunga 
National Park on a day trip from Kiga-
li.

Festival activities will include a 
family activity day, a talent show and 
Bible studies.

At the time of writing no visa is 
required for U.S. and most European 
citizens. Nationals of other coun-
tries should check with the Rwandan 
Embassy in their country. A yellow 
fever vaccination may be required for 
entry.

Registration: More information 
and registration forms may be received 
by contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by 
writing to French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027; or by calling (513) 
576-9796.

Joel Meeker

St. Lucia
Vieux Fort

The St. Lucian people are renowned 
for their friendliness, warmth and wel-
coming approach that can shine as 
brightly as the Caribbean sun. The 
island is lush and tropical, with tem-
peratures ranging from the high 70s to 
mid 80s around Feast time. 

The famed Pitons, designated a 
World Heritage Site by UNESCO, are 
the signature of St. Lucia. These volca-
nic peaks named Gros and Petit Piton 
rise 2,620 feet and 2,460 feet respec-
tively right out of the ocean. Beyond 
their sheer size, these natural skyscrap-
ers symbolize the island: pristine and 
dramatically beautiful. 

Other attractions include Diamond 
Falls and Mineral Baths, the “Drive-In 
Volcano,” Tropical Rain Forest Safari, 
Rain Forest Aerial Tram Ride and local 
handicraft gift shopping.

The Feast this year will be at the all-
inclusive Coconut Bay Beach Resort 
and Spa in Vieux Fort, less than five 
minutes away from Hewanorra Inter-
national Airport (UVF). The exotic 
location at the southern tip of the 
island, the family-oriented atmosphere 
and the daytime supervised facilities 
for kids make Coconut Bay an ideal 
site for the Feast of Tabernacles. 

Take a peek at their Web site: www.
coconutbayresortandspa.com. 

The following all-inclusive rates 
(per room, per night) will apply: 

• Single occupancy, $135.
• Double, $195.
• Triple, $275.
• Quad, $359.
Children ages 3 to 12 are $55 per 

child, per night. (There is a maximum 
of four persons per room.)

These rates include the following:

• Airport transfers to and from 
Hewanorra International Airport.

• Tax and gratuities.
• Welcome drink upon arrival.
• Meals at any of the four restau-

rants.
• Beverage service from any of the 

four bars.
• Complete fitness center.
• Daily/evening activities and 

entertainment.
• Three swimming pools.
• Cocoland Water Park featuring 

two exhilarating slides.
• Four tennis courts.
First Service: Monday evening, 

Oct. 13. 
Location of Services: The second 

floor restaurant (converted into a meet-
ing room) or upstairs in the Peter John 
Lounge. The restaurant and lounge are 
only accessible by steps. The restau-
rant will seat 110, while the lounge can 
accommodate 300, so the location of 
services will depend on the numbers 
who attend.

Reservations and Registration: 
Hotel reservations can be made by call-
ing their toll-free number in the United 
States, (866) 978-6226, and mention-
ing that you are with the United Church 
of God group. The number outside the 
United States is 758-459-6000. An 
initial one-night deposit per room is 
required by July 15, 2008. Final pay-
ment is due by Oct. 6, 2008.

To register for the Feast, which is 
different from the reservation, contact 
Arnold Hampton at arnold_hampton@
ucg.org.

Arnold Hampton

Singapore
Thirty local brethren from Singa-

pore, Indonesia and Malaysia invite 
you to join them at the spacious Orchid 
Country Club in Singapore. All servic-
es are in English at this modern Feast 
venue.

Singapore is widely considered a 
clean, safe world-class tourist destina-
tion. Ten million tourists visited Sin-
gapore in 2007, more than twice the 
national population. Its international 
airport consistently ranks as one of the 
world’s top airports. 

Attractions include the Singapore 
Zoo and Night Safari, the tropical 
Jurong Bird Park, Underwater World, 
Little India, Chinatown and the Malay 
Heritage Center, Sentosa Island, the 
Merlion, Asian Civilizations and His-
tory Museums and the Singapore Sci-
ence Centre and Omnimax (IMAX) 
Theatre. Current tourism information 
is found on www.visitsingapore.com.

Delicious, exotic cuisines from 
India, China, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
Europe are common fare in Singapore. 
A safe, inexpensive transport system 
including subways, buses and taxis 
covers the entire island. Singapore is 
considered the world’s busiest port—
and 70 airlines and 130 international 
banks do business in Singapore.

Most brethren stay at the Orchid 
Country Club (www.orchidclub.com). 
Club grounds include three swimming 
pools, a fitness club, tennis courts, a 
30-lane bowling alley and a driving 
range. All are offered free or at very 

economical guest rates. Three recently 
renovated nine-hole golf courses grace 
the club grounds. Chinese, Indian, 
Malay, European and Japanese foods 
are offered at on-site restaurants. A 
free club shuttle bus service connects 
guests with many eating and shopping 
facilities and the modern air-condi-
tioned train and bus system.

Room rates for the Orchid Country 
Club are listed in Singapore dollars 
(S$), including 7 percent goods and 
services tax (GST). Prices are per 
room (or suite as indicated) per night. 
The current exchange rate is approx. 
S$1.41/US$1 (www.xe.com).

• Deluxe twin room (one queen bed 
and one single bed or two single beds), 
S$165 (single occupancy), S$185 
(double occupancy) and S$205 (triple 
occupancy), includes buffet breakfast.

• Deluxe suite (two bedrooms and 
one living room), S$375, includes buf-
fet breakfast for four persons.

Location of Services: Theatrette, 
Orchid Country Club, 1 Orchid Club 
Rd., Singapore 769162; phone +65 
6755 9811.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Visitors interested in 
attending in Singapore or booking at 
the Orchid Country Club, please con-
tact Feast coordinator Jeff Caudle, P.O. 
Box 22, Shortland St., Auckland 1140, 
New Zealand; e-mail jeff_caudle@
ucg.org; or phone +64 9-817 5496.

Jeff Caudle

South Africa
George

During the Feast of Tabernacles 
2008 many of God’s people will again 
be visiting the beautiful lakes district 
at George, South Africa. Five hours 
of driving through the scenic Western 
and Southern Cape will bring you to 
this picturesque part of the southern tip 
of the African continent. En route you 
may even plan a short detour to view 
the southern right whales. You could 
also fly from Cape Town International 
Airport or O.R. Tambo International 
in Johannesburg direct to George.

George is situated at the foot of the 
Outeniqua Mountains, close to the 
lakes, forests and warm Indian Ocean. 
It boasts good restaurants and accom-
modations from five-star to self-cater-
ing units. Wilderness National Park 
has fine chalets and cottages for those 
who enjoy rivers and forests. Wild 
birds abound and the environment is 
conducive to walks and quiet medita-
tion. 

Interesting places to visit include the 
Cango Caves (astounding carved drip-
stone caverns which are a South Afri-
can landmark), Cango Wildlife Ranch 
(have your photo taken with a cheetah), 
ostrich show farms (ride on an ostrich) 
and the Elephant Sanctuary (feed an 
elephant) and much, much more!

Peaceful surroundings and off-street 
parking under shady trees in a secure 
complex make this Festival site ideal 
for fellowship and worship. Children 
of all ages will enjoy the open spaces 
and friendly atmosphere.

Location of Services: Moreson 
Children’s Home in George.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Information/Reservations: For 
more information, www.tour-
ismgeorge.co.za and www.sacape.
co.za are good sites to visit. Interested 
members can also visit the UCG South 
Africa Feast Web site at fotrsa.co.za for 
more information. It would be appre-
ciated if international visitors would 
contact the Festival elder, Stan Botha, 
at stanbotha@xsinet.co.za.

Stan Botha

Uvongo
Uvongo has been a Festival site 

in South Africa since 1995. The 
warm subtropical climate and pris-
tine bathing beach make it an ideal 
venue to host the annual Feast of 
Tabernacles.

The town of Uvongo is situated on 
the coast of Kwazulu Natal approxi-
mately 120 kilometers (75 miles) 
south of Durban International Airport 
and is a major holiday destination for 
local and international tourists. 

The warm Indian Ocean is ideal 
for all types of water sports and 
other related activities, and the area 
is known for its relaxed, “laid-back” 
atmosphere.

Accommodation is plentiful and 
is very reasonably priced compared 
to most other holiday destinations. 
Because of the many restaurants in 
the area, most of the brethren prefer 
to stay in a complex of self-catering 
units such as Laguna La Crete. This 
very popular complex has over one 
hundred two- and three-bedroom 
units, many of which have spectacu-
lar views of the coastline.

Often schools of dolphins can be 
seen frolicking in the surf and, weather 
permitting, offshore whale and dolphin 
watching can be arranged.

The scenery changes dramatically 
a few kilometers inland, and there are 
many scenic drives especially through 
the spectacular Oribi Gorge. This is the 
venue for the more adventurous bun-
gee jumpers.

Accommodations range from $50 to 
$100 per day for self-catering units.

Location of Services: Uvongo 
Town Hall.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: There is a 14 percent VAT on 
most items purchased. This is refund-
able to international visitors at the 
point of departure. Receipts will be 
required.

Information: Visitors requiring fur-
ther information should visit the Web 
site www.fotrsa.co.za or e-mail Neville 
Smith at neville_smith@ucg.org.

Neville Smith

Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka is a small island of diver-

sity off the southern coast of India. 
The climate is tropical, the people are 
wonderful and hospitable and the food 
is delicious. 

The location of the Feast site is still 
under negotiation. Visitors will enjoy 
some beautiful sunsets over the Indian 
Ocean. The weather will be warm and 
tropical with sunny skies tempered 
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with the cooling effect of some tropi-
cal rains.

Services will be in English, and the 
expected attendance is approximately 
30 people. One of the highlights of the 
Feast will be the talent show. Short 
excursions can also be arranged during 
the Feast and longer excursions to the 
hill country (tea-producing area) can 
be arranged before or after the Feast.

International guests will arrive at the 
Colombo International Airport and can 
hire a taxi to the site. 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7 p.m.

More details and updates will be 
announced in United News or you 
may check our Web site at http://ucg-
srilanka.org/feast/. 

For additional information and res-
ervations, please contact David Baker 
by e-mail at david_baker@ucg.org or 
call (585) 624-5166.

David Baker

Togo
Kpalimé

Members from Togo and Benin will 
celebrate the Feast at a private school 
complex in the town of Kpalimé about 
75 miles north of the capital city of 
Lomé. About 60 people are expected 
to attend this French-speaking site. As 
this site is French-speaking only, any-
one wishing to transfer in needs to be 
fluent in the language. 

Lodging, meals and services will 
be at the site, and those attending the 
Feast will prepare the meals. Several 
rudimentary but adequate hotels are 
available to visitors in Kpalimé.

The situation is currently calm in 
Togo, and travel there is relatively safe, 
though there has been political unrest 
and some rioting. Potential visitors 
should monitor the situation carefully.

Activities will include hikes, a fam-
ily games day, soccer matches and a 
talent show. A visa and a yellow fever 
vaccination are required for entry into 
Togo.

Registration: More information and 
registration forms may be received by 
contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by 
writing to French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027; or by calling (513) 
576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Tonga
Mu’a

The Tongan brethren are inviting 
you to share and celebrate the Feast 
of Tabernacles 2008 in the Kingdom 
of Tonga. Tonga is well known as the 
Friendly Island, as explorer Captain 
Cook called it for its friendly people.

If you like a relaxing, enjoyable and 
friendly environment, Tonga may be 
the Feast site for you. The Feast will 
be held again in Mu’a, 12 miles from 
Nuku’alofa, the capital.

This year’s attractions include scenic 
tours with wonderful views, as well as 
visits to historical sites. There are some 
beautiful islands for coral reef tours 
and snorkeling. In addition, you can 

learn traditional dancing through our 
Tonga National Centre. Also we have 
wonderful beaches that are safe for 
swimming, picnics or coastal walks.

The temperature usually ranges 
between 23 and 29 degrees Celsius (73 
and 84 Fahrenheit).

Nuku’alofa, the capital, offers a 
variety of good hotels and motels with 
restaurants and cafés. The prices range 
from TOP$80 to around TOP$180 per 
night. (That’s $42 to $95 in U.S. dol-
lars at the current exchange rate.)

Location of Services: The Church 
Building, Mu’a, Tonga

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Visitors interested in 
attending or who need further informa-
tion, please contact Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou 
by e-mail at htaufoou@kalianet.to, by 
telephone at +676 29165 or by mail at 
P.O. Box 2617, Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou

United States
Bend-Redmond, Oregon

The Bend-Redmond area is pleased 
to host the Feast of Tabernacles again 
in 2008. Nestled in the pines of Cen-
tral Oregon, Bend is the hub of the 
Cascade Mountains resort area—a 
truly millennial setting. Warm, sunny 
days and crisp, cool nights are typical 
autumn weather during the Fall Festi-
val season. 

Central Oregon offers a wide range 
of family-oriented activities. The 
nationally acclaimed High Desert 
Museum features impressive indoor 
natural history exhibits and live out-
door animal programs. Newberry 
National Volcanic Monument offers 
views of interesting features of the 
area’s volcanic past, including a large 
lava cave to explore on foot. Crater 
Lake is within driving distance of the 
Bend-Redmond area. 

Outdoor activities include hiking 
or biking, horseback riding, hay rides, 
rock climbing, caves to explore, rock 
hounding, fishing, canoeing, boating 
and whitewater rafting. Golfers will 
enjoy some of the nation’s best courses 
with reasonable green fees. 

Bend has three shopping malls, 
including a factory outlet mall and 
award-winning Old Mill District on 
the banks of the Deschutes River. The 
small tourist town of Sisters is a must 
for window-shopping and souvenirs. 
Resort village Sunriver offers shop-
ping, dining and housing and a nature 
center. 

Central Oregon offers a wide vari-
ety of restaurants, including a dinner 
train and a unique dining facility that 
offers a 32-ounce steak (or a whole 
chicken) with all the trimmings in the 
rustic atmosphere of a former cowboy 
shack.

Check our Web site (www.ucgbend.
org) for more details as they become 
available. 

Location of Services: Deschutes 
County Fair and Expo Center, Middle 
Sister Conference Room, 3800 SW 
Airport Way, Redmond (easy to find 
and conveniently located less than a 
mile from the Bend-Redmond air-
port). 

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: The room tax is 10 to 13 
percent.

Larry J. Walker

Branson, Missouri
Branson is located in the hardwood-

forested mountains of the Ozarks. Fall 
colors can provide a beautiful, almost 
millennial setting during the Feast. 

Branson is situated beside two beau-
tiful lakes (providing both bass fishing 
and some of the best trout fishing in 
the Midwest). Miles of hiking trails 
meander along clear flowing streams. 
An afternoon drive through the spec-
tacular scenery brings you into close 
contact with God’s beautiful creation.

In addition to its natural beauty, the 
area offers an almost endless variety of 
recreation and entertainment options 
for those of all ages. There are several 
championship golf courses. The area is 
home to several museums including the 
Titanic museum. The entire family will 
enjoy Silver Dollar City, which hosts 
the National Festival of Crafts during 
the Feast. Kids will love the go-kart 
tracks and the miniature golf courses. 
Music enthusiasts are treated to more 
than 90 live music shows. Branson is a 
mecca for family entertainment.

Branson Landing is the latest addi-
tion to the shopping and dining scene, 
with many upscale shops and fine res-
taurants on the waterfront. In the eve-
ning it provides a magnificent water 
show, synchronized to light, music 
and fire! 

The site will again provide added 
educational opportunities at afternoon 
or evening seminars in addition to reg-
ular services and Bible studies.

Branson provides a wide variety 
of housing options to fit any family’s 
needs and price range. Accommoda-
tions range from first-class hotels to 
kitchenettes and cabins. For those 
who want or need more space, you 
can enjoy the spacious beauty of one 
of many, reasonably priced condomin-
iums overlooking the hills or lakes.

Weather during the Feast is usually 
mild, with lows in the 50s and highs in 
the 60 and 70s.

Services will be held in a modern 
theater with plush seating. A room 
for those with severe allergies is avail-
able.

Location of Services: Baldknob-
bers Theater, 76 Country Blvd., Bran-
son, Missouri.

First Service: Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 
10 a.m.

Taxes: Vary from 6 to 12 percent.
Michael Blackwell

Bushkill (Poconos), 
Pennsylvania

After a few years’ absence, we are 
pleased to announce that the North-
east Region will once again host the 
Feast of Tabernacles in the beautiful 
Pocono Mountains at Bushkill, Penn-
sylvania.

The 2008 Feast of Tabernacles will 
be held at the Fernwood Hotel and 
Resort. Fernwood is one of the larg-
est vacation destination resorts in the 
Pocono Mountain region. This facil-
ity offers a variety of hotel rooms, 
including suites as well as one- and 

two-bedroom villas. All hotel rooms 
are nonsmoking and a convenient 
walk to the meeting hall.

The 440-acre resort provides a pic-
turesque backdrop for your Festival 
memories. Surrounded by the rolling 
hills of Pennsylvania’s Pocono Moun-
tains, the resort offers a host of activi-
ties and amenities. These include an 
18-hole par 71 golf course, themed 
restaurants, live entertainment, fit-
ness facilities and indoor and outdoor 
pools. 

Or you may want to take a hike 
around the resort and the Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation area. 
Other activities include scenic rides on 
horseback, navigating the Delaware on 
a river trip, taking in some miniature 
golf or taking a hike in the mountains.

No visit would be complete without 
making a trip to Bushkill Falls. Often 
referred to as “the Niagara of Pennsyl-
vania,” Bushkill Falls provide a relax-
ing, yet breathtaking atmosphere. 

Those desiring more vigorous activ-
ity may walk the wooden pathways 
and staircases winding around the 
park. There are four trails around the 
property with varying levels of diffi-
culty, with the longest being 2½ miles. 
Bushkill Falls also offers miniature 
golf and paddleboats on the property. 
There is also a little village of stores 
and snack bars and museums as well. 
Don’t forget to pack your cameras for 
this tour.

Another trip to New York for a 
Broadway show is also being consid-
ered. 

If you would like to see more of 
what Fernwood Hotel and Resorts has 
to offer, please go to www.fernwood-
hotel.com.

Location of Services: Fernwood 
Hotel and Resort Event Center, Rt. 209 
and River Rd., Bushkill Pennsylvania.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Sales and hotel tax com-
bined is 12 percent.

Todd Carey

Cincinnati, Ohio/Northern 
Kentucky

We’re excited to again be holding 
the Feast in the Northern Kentucky/
Cincinnati area this fall. This is the 
final year of a three-year contract to 
keep the Feast at this location. Come 
take a tour of the home office of the 
United Church of God, an Interna-
tional Association and Ambassador 
Bible Center.

A variety of activities is being 
planned for all ages. Newport on the 
Levee and Newport Aquarium complex 
are nearby, and they give young and old 
alike indelible memories of their stay. 
The aquarium is home of “Sweet Pea,” 
one of the world’s only shark rays in 
captivity. The 100,000-square-foot 
aquarium houses 600 species. 

The levee area also boasts numer-
ous restaurants, shops, theaters and 
game venues. Additionally this is the 
location of the Purple People Bridge, a 
pedestrian bridge that crosses the Ohio 
River into downtown Cincinnati. It’s a 
wonderful location to take in Cincin-
nati’s skyline.

The National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center highlights Cincinnati 

and Northern Kentucky’s key role in 
the Underground Railroad’s heroic 
efforts to help slaves secure safe pas-
sage across the Ohio River to freedom 
during the 19th century. 

Other interesting venues include the 
Red’s Baseball Hall of Fame, Behring-
er Crawford Museum in panoramic 
Devou Park, the Cincinnati Museum 
Center and the Cincinnati Zoo. Fine 
diners and shoppers won’t be disap-
pointed either, with hundreds of nearby 
shops and eateries. So as you can see, 
there is something for everyone.

One of the benefits of this location is 
that you can choose to stay at the site 
of services, the Drawbridge Inn. This 
provides a convenience for your entire 
family as some may be participating 
in the choir or in a service capacity 
and others can come to and from ser-
vices without having to worry about 
transportation. However, a variety 
of housing options will be available, 
with most within a 5-mile radius of the 
Drawbridge Inn. 

The Drawbridge offers two restau-
rants, an indoor pool and physical fit-
ness center. All services, meetings and 
most Church-sponsored activities will 
take place at the Drawbridge. 

Average October temperatures are 
high 68, low 45. 

Why not make plans to join us this 
year for a wonderfully inspiring and 
fellowship-filled Feast!

Location of Services: Drawbridge 
Inn, just off I-75 in Fort Mitchell, Ken-
tucky.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Taxes: The hotel/motel tax rate is 
11.24 percent.

Mark Winner

Escondido (San Diego 
North County), California

For the 11th consecutive year, the 
San Diego area will host the 2008 
Feast at the California Center for the 
Arts in Escondido, a beautiful concert 
auditorium with an adjoining museum 
and park. Escondido is a northern sub-
urb of San Diego, about 30 minutes 
north of downtown and San Diego’s 
Lindbergh International Airport. The 
airports in Ontario and Orange County 
are about 1½ hours away. Los Angeles 
International Airport is approximately 
2½ hours away.

The Escondido area offers less traf-
fic congestion than central San Diego. 
“North County” also offers a variety 
of housing options, from homes and 
condos on the beach (25 to 30 minutes 
away) to economy properties near the 
meeting facility. Available optional 
activities in the San Diego area include 
the world-famous San Diego Zoo and 
Balboa Park, the maritime exhibitions 
on San Diego’s harbor, Old Town San 
Diego, Sea World, the Wild Animal 
Park outside Escondido, Legoland in 
nearby Carlsbad, the mountain beauty 
of Julian, and the beautiful wine coun-
try of nearby Temecula.

We will host a number of special 
activities for all age groups, including 
Family Day, teen activities, young adult 
activities and a seniors’ lunch. We are 
expecting about 900 to attend. Average 
temperatures range from highs in the 
upper 80s to lows in the 60s.
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Location of Services: California 
Center for the Arts Escondido, 340 
North Escondido Blvd., Escondido, 
California.

First Services: Tuesday, Oct. 14, 
at 10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. (no opening 
night service).

Feast Site Web Page: www.ucgsd.
org (San Diego congregation’s Web 
page).

Taxes: 10 percent room tax and 8 
percent sales tax.

Robin Webber

Jekyll Island, Georgia
Located in the Atlantic Ocean, just 

off the southern coast of Georgia, 
Jekyll Island was once an exclusive 
resort area for American millionaires 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. The 
state of Georgia now owns the island 
and has opened it to everyone. 

Visitors come from around the world 
to enjoy the peaceful environment 
offering beautiful beaches, hiking, 
fishing (requires a license), golfing, 
tennis and wildlife viewing (65 per-
cent of the island is a nature preserve). 
A tour of Millionaires’ Village is one 
of the highlight attractions. Horseback 
riding is available on Jekyll Island and 
nearby St. Simons Island.

Of special note, this year we plan to 
have a Family Day beach party and a 
Family Dance.

Temperatures on Jekyll Island range 
from 60 to 75 degrees Fahrenheit (16 to 
24 Celsius), with the possibility of rain. 
Major airports for arrival and departure 
are Savannah, Georgia; Brunswick, 
Georgia; and Jacksonville, Florida. A 
rental car is advised. There is a $3 toll 
per vehicle every time one enters the 
island; one-week passes may also be 
purchased. For more information on 
Jekyll Island, go to www.jekyllisland.
com/index.html.

Expected attendance is 1,300. A fra-
grance-controlled room will be avail-
able.

For details about activities, see 
www.jekyllfeast.org/.

Location of Services: Hartley Audi-
torium, 1 Beachview Drive, Jekyll 
Island, Georgia.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Local tax is 5 percent; state 
tax is 7 percent.

David Treybig

Kerrville, Texas
Kerrville offers a wonderful taste 

of the Texas hill country. The accom-
modations are first-rate, the people are 
friendly and the scenery is definitely 
Southwestern. Sparkling spring-fed 
creeks meander through the rugged 
terrain and rolling hills of the Guadal-
upe River Valley.

We have reserved the Inn of the 
Hills Conference and Resort (www.
innofthehills.com). Having exclusive 
use of the conference resort will give 
us unlimited opportunities for intimate 
fellowship and activities. Most of the 
additional housing is available within 
three miles of the site. With so many 
of our members staying on property or 
within a short drive, and our exclusive 
use of the meeting rooms, we plan to 
offer special venues for teens, singles, 
young adults and senior citizens. 

Services will be held in the beautiful 
1,100-seat ballroom. 

San Antonio is only one hour away 
via direct interstate highway. A trip to 
San Antonio will give our brethren the 
opportunity to visit the famous River 
Walk, River Walk Mall, the Alamo and 
other popular sites. 

The Kerrville area offers 16 winer-
ies within an hour’s drive of the resort. 
Historic Fredericksburg, with its Ger-
man heritage and over 150 shops and 
boutiques, is only a few miles away. 

Kerrville’s riverfront location lends 
itself to a variety of water-oriented 
recreational activities, such as canoe-
ing, kayaking, tubing, fishing, swim-
ming or waterside family picnicking. 
Numerous antique shops, contempo-
rary art galleries and boutiques as well 
as two challenging golf courses add 
to Kerrville’s appeal. Kerrville also 
offers a four-star-style restaurant for 
the gourmet.

The Inn of the Hills Conference 
Resort has a beautiful courtyard with 
pool and spa. Its onsite restaurant, the 
Alpine Lodge, has seating for 160 with 
the Inn Pub open nightly offering live 
entertainment. 

Complimentary membership to 
the Family Sports Center, located just 
across the street, is available to those 
staying on property. This facility has 
an indoor pool, lap pool, basketball, 
racquetball and volleyball courts, 
weightlifting center, sauna, a 16-lane 
bowling alley and other amenities. 

With all of its out-of-the-way charm, 
Kerrville is only one hour from beauti-
ful San Antonio, only 1½ hours from 
Austin, four hours from Houston and 
five hours from the Dallas/Fort Worth 
area. The elevation is 1,645 feet, with a 
mild climate and temperatures averag-
ing a high of 80 and low of 52 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Visit our Web site at www.ucg-
fortworth.org/kerrville/ for additional 
information and updates.

Location of Services: Inn of the 
Hills, 1001 Junction Hwy., Kerrville, 
Texas.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Room tax is 13 percent.
Britton M. Taylor

Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii
Beautiful Lahaina, Maui, will again 

be the Hawaiian Feast site this year. 
Services will be held at the elegant 
Maui Theatre, a modern, comfortable, 
air-conditioned auditorium seating 
close to 700 people. 

There will be many activities avail-
able for young and old to make it a 
more family-oriented Feast. Among 
these are a traditional luau by the 
oceanfront, a children’s party, a 
seniors’ luncheon, singles’ and teens’ 
hospitality get-togethers, seminars for 
teens and young adults, a family dance 
and a Family Day picnic and snorkel-
ing at the famous Kapalua Bay. 

Tourist attractions that can be con-
tracted include dinner cruises, heli-
copter rides, scuba diving, deep-sea 
fishing, and there are plenty of nearby 
surfing sites. Also, dozens of shops and 
numerous restaurants are only a block 
away from the meeting place. 

There is a varied range of prices for 

housing, with many types of hotels and 
condominiums available at the famous 
Kaanapali beach area. Most housing 
is within 20 minutes from the meeting 
place.

The island of Maui is located about 
80 miles south of Honolulu, Oahu. 
There are numerous direct flights to 
Maui from the U.S. mainland. Check 
with your travel agent or go online. 
Daily temperatures should be in the 
80s Fahrenheit (26 to 31 degrees Cel-
sius). 

Please remember the attire at servic-
es is Hawaiian wear—for men, it’s nice 
Hawaiian shirts and slacks—no suits 
or ties are used; for ladies, it’s summer 
or Hawaiian dresses or pantsuits.

Location of Services: Maui The-
atre, 878 Front St., Lahaina, Maui, 
Hawaii.

First Service: Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 
10 a.m. 

Taxes: 11:5 percent. 
Mario Seiglie

Panama City Beach, 
Florida

The Edgewater Beach Resort along 
the coastline of Panama City Beach 
will again host the Feast of Tabernacles 
in Florida for 2008.

Edgewater’s 110-acre gated commu-
nity incorporates an array of activities 
and amenities sure to make a success-
ful Feast, with 11 swimming pools, 12 
tennis courts, 11 shuffleboard courts, 
four hot tubs, a tanning salon, gift 
shop, game arcade and a full-service 
restaurant.

A complimentary tram service is 
available for transportation across the 
resort and to the meeting facility if 
needed. Part of the resort rests along 
the Gulf of Mexico. Step back a few 
yards from the ocean, and you’ll find 
yourself on the deck surrounding 
Edgewater’s famous Lagoon Pool. 
Landscaped islands and several flow-
ing waterfalls find their way into this 
11,000-square-foot Polynesian-style, 
free-form pool, while several whirl-
pools and reflecting ponds make this 
tropical area complete.

The other part of the resort, across 
the street connected by a 10-foot wide 
pedestrian walkway, houses the meet-
ing facility and a cluster of golf villas; 
a nine-hole, par-three executive golf 
course with nine lakes and several 
island greens; a complete clubhouse 
and pro shop; 11 Plexicushion tennis 
courts with six lighted for night play; 
and also shuffleboard courts.

Edgewater’s health club is a 1,500-
square-foot, state-of-the-art facility 
that features everything from cardio-
vascular exercise equipment to an 
aerobics salon to a massage therapy 
room. 

Housing: Approximately 70 per-
cent of the units are oceanfront, which 
includes studios, one-, two- and 
three-bedroom condominiums. The 
remaining condos surround the meet-
ing facility and golf course. Prices per 
night throughout Edgewater Resort 
will range from: studios, at $77; one-
bedroom, $92 to $118; two-bedrooms, 
$102 to $141; and three-bedrooms, 
$122 to $185. 

Long Beach Resort, a mile away and 
managed by Edgewater Beach Resort, 

provides studios at $70, one-bedroom 
at $98, two-bedrooms at $124 and 
three-bedrooms at $151. 

A luxurious property, also managed 
by Edgewater, is the Majestic Beach 
Towers, which will offer rates com-
parable to those at Edgewater Beach 
Resort. This is an oceanfront property 
just a half mile from the Edgewater 
Conference Center. Additional hous-
ing accommodations will also be avail-
able nearby, some oceanfront. Some of 
these properties offer efficiencies, and 
some have full kitchens. 

The long-term success of this site 
depends on members only using the 
housing listed in our Festival Planning 
Brochure. The low price for the meet-
ing facility saves the Church thousands 
of dollars each year and Edgewater 
Resort trusts the cooperation of our 
members to use the housing listed in 
our brochure. Some condos in the area 
may be less expensive, but the rates at 
Edgewater are comparable. 

For more information, check out the 
resort’s Web page at www.edgewater-
beachresort.com. A fragrance-con-
trolled room will be available.

Location of Services: Edgewater 
Beach Resort, 11212 Front Beach 
Road, Panama City Beach, Florida.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: 10.6 percent at Edgewater.
Harold Rhodes

Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado

Our host hotel is a four-diamond 
facility that has maintained the same 
prices since 2003. The hotel has every-
thing from sleeping rooms or studios 
with small kitchens to penthouses. In 
between are one-, two- and three-bed-
room condominiums, all rather spa-
cious. Early housing for the three-bed-
room condos at the Steamboat Grand 
will be available only for those with 
special needs such as a handicap and 
should be arranged with the Festival 
coordinator through your pastor. 

For additional housing we are list-
ing some nice condominiums at simi-
lar rates within short walking distance. 
Lower cost housing is about a mile and 
a half away.

A definite plus at this site is the com-
paratively low elevation of 6,710 feet. A 
few may experience some side effects 
from this elevation, but not nearly so 
much as at some of the considerably 
higher sites used previously. 

Dining opportunities are varied and 
include a few higher-end restaurants. 
There is little in the way of well-
known chain restaurants. Most shops 
are downtown, with a few on the hill 
above the hotel. There will be a certain 
amount of construction on the hill over 
the next few years, but its impact on the 
Feast should be minimal.

Available activities include golf-
ing, mountain biking, hiking, fishing 
(including guided fly-fishing), hot-air 
ballooning, kayaking, rock climbing, 
bowling, ice-skating, miniature golf, 
ATV riding and horseback riding. The 
alpine slide, chair lifts and boat rentals 
are closed this late in the fall. 

Some of the other attractions are 
Old Town Hot Springs (recently reno-
vated), Fish Creek Falls (a short hike), 

museums, art galleries, the three state 
parks (Stagecoach, Steamboat and 
Pearl, all with lakes), and 150 mineral 
springs in the vicinity of the town.

Steamboat Springs offers a free 
shuttle to and from most places in 
town. Yampa Valley Airport (25 min-
utes away) is serviced by commercial 
jets. Rental cars are available. For 
transportation from Denver Interna-
tional Airport call Alpine Taxi at (800) 
343-7433 or go online at www.alpin-
etaxi.com.

Location of Services: Priest Creek 
Ballroom, Steamboat Grand Resort 
Hotel, 2300 Mt. Werner Circle. Com-
ing into town from the south on Hwy. 
40, turn right onto Mt. Werner Rd., 
then left on Mt. Werner Circle.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes and Resort Fees: Taxes and 
fees are 16.97 percent at the Steamboat 
Grand and 11.4 percent at other loca-
tions.

Larry Neff

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Spectacular autumn colors, unique 

sandstone formations, enormous 
indoor water parks, go-kart racing, 
hiking, riding the famous amphibious 
“Ducks”—all this and more is what 
makes the Wisconsin Dells a great 
Festival site unique in its family atmo-
sphere and accessibility.

Services will once again be held 
at the beautiful Crystal Grand Music 
Theater for 2008. Expected attendance 
is 1,200, but this modern facility seats 
more than 1,900 people and is ideal for 
lingering conversations and fellow-
ship. Parking is conveniently located 
next to the facility. Most accommoda-
tions are within a few minutes’ drive 
of the Crystal Grand Music Theater as 
well as the dozens of attractions and 
quaint shops. 

The Dells offers a large variety of 
housing including ultramodern theme 
resorts with elaborate indoor water 
parks and multifamily condominiums. 
There are also homes and cottages 
available for rent on the nearby lakes, 
rivers or in the woods. A large vari-
ety of condominiums are available in 
various prices ranges. Traditional-style 
motels offer an exceptional value, with 
several facilities offering large indoor 
water parks and whirlpool suites, so 
ask about them when making reser-
vations. All establishments require 
a housing deposit, and cancellation 
policies vary, so ask about that as well 
when making reservations.

The Madison, Wisconsin, airport is 
an hour away from the Dells; the Mil-
waukee airport is two hours away; and 
Chicago O’Hare is three hours away. 
The weather at Wisconsin Dells can 
vary from beautiful autumn weather 
to crisper temperatures.

Additional information can be found 
on the Web at www.ucgwi.org.

Location of Services: Crystal 
Grand Music Theater, Rt. 23 (one-half 
mile east of I-90), Wisconsin Dells, 
Wisconsin.

First Service: Monday, Oct. 13, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Hotel and sales tax total 11 
percent.

Dan Dowd
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Los Angeles and 
Garden Grove 
Participate in 
Rose Parade 
Fund-Raiser

On Jan. 1, 2008, approxi-
mately 100 enthusiastic mem-
bers of the Los Angeles and 
Garden Grove, California, 

congregations, ranging in age from 10 
to 75, arrived at 5 a.m. at the Pasadena 
parking lot of the Travel Gallery. 

They met to receive their final 
instructions for selling the official Pas-
adena Rose Parade Souvenir Program. 
The group had approximately 9,000 
programs to sell. Everyone was pre-
pared to face the  challenge and deter-
mined to make the project a success.

The group divided into 10 sub-
groups, each under the capable leader-
ship of an assigned team captain. Each 
group was then strategically placed 
along three miles of the Colorado 
Boulevard parade route with each vol-
unteer given a specific territory to sell 
their programs.

The aroma of freshly grilled hot 
dogs along with chips and sodas greet-
ed the happy, exhausted volunteers 
when they returned to the initial meet-
ing place. It was a tasty reward for a 
job well done.

After the completion of the task, the 
pastor of the Los Angeles congrega-
tion, Larry Greider, praised the vol-
unteers in an e-mail to the members: 
“I would like to thank Bob Brown and 
his captains for their hard work and 
energy. When you have good leader-
ship, and lots of enthusiasm, projects 
like this can be most inspiring. Our 
teens and young adults were very 
involved as well, and I am very happy 
to see a group of people pull together to 
accomplish a mission. Standing around 
in the cold and dark at 5 a.m. is a good 
place to get to know the character of 
the people you work with. There was 
plenty of good cheer, hustle, laughter 
and strained backs with the handfuls 
of programs tugging in the canvas bags 
around our necks.”

One of the volunteers commented to 
Mr. Greider: “It was, by every account, 
one of, if not ‘the’ best run, most fun 
days we have ever had…everyone 
seemed very pleased and it will pro-
vide a platform for possible additional 
involvement. If our participation num-
bers are correct, two churches, many 

friends and relatives assisted along 
with nearly 30-40 percent of our own 
members. Not bad.”

After the final 
accounting by mem-
ber Erin Ellis, the 
congregation netted 
just under $20,000 
after tithes and all 
other expenses were 
paid. Organizer Bob 
Brown stated that the 
funds would be dis-
tributed to a number 
of charitable orga-
nizations, the Good 
Works Program and 
the local Church 
youth.

Marion Snyder

Salt Lake 
Enjoys “Greatest 
Snow on Earth”

Once again brethren enjoyed a suc-
cessful ski weekend in the land of the 
greatest snow on earth! Jan. 19 and 20, 
over the Martin Luther King Jr. week-
end, brethren converged in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, for its annual ski weekend. 
Two full days of events made for a 
sparkling good time.

Two seminars were presented Sab-
bath morning. Larry Neff showed how 
law and grace were clearly taught in 
the Old Testament. David Register 
moderated an interactive presentation 
on the fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Sabbath afternoon, church services 
brought additional inspiring informa-
tion, with split sermons by Mr. Neff on 
delayed gratification and Mr. Register 
on effectively using the gift of God’s 
Holy Spirit. The day was capped off by 
a potluck, which provided good food 
and warm Christian fellowship.

Sunday morning brought a sunny break 
in the many recent storms that brought 
the powdery snow Utah is renowned for. 
Lessons were provided for novice skiers. 
Advanced skiers also had a marvelous 
time. In the evening an Italian dinner was 
served to all the skiers.

By holding the event on the Martin 
Luther King weekend instead of Presi-
dents’ Day, the ski runs were much less 
congested this year than previously. 

Consensus was that this year’s event 
was a success. We are already plan-
ning for next year and invite your com-
ments. Please contact Salt Lake City 
pastor Jon Pinelli directly by e-mail at 
jon_pinelli@ucg.org.

John Fox

Raleigh Holds Good 
Works Auction

Helping brethren in El Salvador 
and Africa was in the forefront of the 
Raleigh, North Carolina, brethren’s 
minds on Saturday evening, Jan. 26. 
Raleigh held an auction with goods 
and services donated by the local 
members to raise money for the Good 
Works program. 

More than 300 household items, arts 
and crafts, toys, books, antiques, elec-
tronics, jewelry and much more were 
donated, along with about a dozen ser-
vices, such as room painting, handy-
man help and carpet cleaning. 

Craig Scott served as emcee of the 
event, with friendly cajoling and teas-
ing brethren into bidding “just a little 
bit more.” 

The congregation raised over $2,600 
for the Good Works program.

Laura Scott

121 Attend Garden 
Grove’s Women’s 
Enrichment 
Weekend

From Friday evening, Jan. 18, 
through Sunday afternoon, Jan. 20, a 
record attendance of 121 enthusiastic 
ladies from ages 16 to 86 attended the 
seventh annual Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend. It was held at the beautiful 
Embassy Suites in Santa Ana, Califor-
nia, with the theme “Becoming Women 
of Courage and Compassion.”  Most of 
the ladies were from Southern Califor-
nia, but some came from other areas of 
California, Arizona and even further.

After a Friday night optional dinner 
and mixer, the weekend started in earnest 
Sabbath morning with uplifting special 
music selections, followed by an inspiring 
sermon by Robin Webber, pastor of the 
Redlands and San Diego congregations.

After lunch Saturday afternoon, 
Caty Seiglie, wife of Mario Seiglie, 
Garden Grove pastor, welcomed the 
group. Dianne Clark highlighted the 
theme with Esther Salcedo following 
with a comparison of the lives of Esther 
and Mary, the mother of Christ.

After a break we enjoyed our mov-
ing keynote address by a guest speak-
er, Mary Carouba. She had traveled 
to New York City with a friend three 
weeks after 9/11 to find and interview 
women rescue workers who were 
on duty that fateful day. Together 
they coauthored the book Women of 
Ground Zero—Stories of Courage and 
Compassion and have presented these 

moving stories around 
the country. Mary is the niece of Viv-
ian Fakhoury, wife of a longtime elder 
in the Garden Grove congregation. 

After a wonderful meal together at the 
Embassy Suites Saturday night, Sunday 
morning began with seven presenters 
sharing personal stories of courage and/or 
compassion. The presenters were Anna 
Moore, Montse Warrington, Bonnie 
Shemet, Carolina Clark, Marion Snyder, 
Jackie Seiglie and Suzanne Miller. 

In the afternoon Deborah Barr 
capped the presentations with “And 
to Courage, Add Compassion.” This 
was followed by an interactive discus-
sion by tables where the ladies shared 
examples of courage and compassion. 
Caty Seiglie wrapped up the weekend 
on a very positive note. Sylvia Ken-
nedy provided the continuity among 
our many presentations as moderator, 
adding her zest and humor.

A wonderful spirit, energy and 
vibrancy permeated the weekend as the 
ladies enjoyed meeting friends old and 
new, sharing meals together, fellowship-
ping and bonding, learning and laughing 
(mixed with some tears as well). This 
year we had a special blessing of having 
three sets of three generations—grand-
mother to granddaughter. 

At the end, one woman suggested we 
change our name to “California Women’s 
Mini-Feast.” Another commented: “I 
cannot believe I have not attended before 
now! What I have been missing!”

Jean Updegraff

Arizonans Have 
Lunch in the Park

About 150 brethren, mostly from the 
Phoenix, Arizona, area congregations, 

braved an unusually cold north wind 
to enjoy a lunch in the park on Dec. 
25. The location was the Kiwanis Park 
in Tempe, Arizona. The gourmet buf-
fet was a fantastic array of pit-roasted 
turkey, elk, beef and goat.

There were various activities 
for both children and adults. 

Archery was by far the big-
gest hit for all ages, and the 
children enjoyed the face 
painting table as well. All in 
all the day was a success in 
both fun and fellowship.

Holly Foster

Williamsburg 
Hosts Annual 

Virginia Beach 
Weekend

Jan. 18 to 20, the Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia, and Delmar, Delaware, congre-
gations enjoyed a weekend of fellow-
ship and activities at the beach.

The weekend opened with a Friday 
night interactive Bible study led by 
Todd Carey, pastor of the Williams-
burg and Delmar congregations. Mem-
bers were divided into six teams that 
competed to answer Bible questions. 
Every team was a winner based on the 

relationships built, laughter shared and 
the increased Bible knowledge. 

Saturday morning Mr. Carey gave 
a study titled “The Armor of God” 
(Ephesians 6). Arnold Hampton led 
Sabbath services with a message titled 
“The Winter of the Spirit.”

That evening, members had a 
catered dinner served at the Holiday 
Inn Sunspree.

Fellowship lasted well into Satur-
day night with a Renaissance-themed 
dance, silent auction to benefit the 
Good Works Program and art compe-
tition. Members had the opportunity to 
be knighted by “King” Jim Jordan for 
a $1 donation. Proceeds from all dona-
tions and silent auction items exceeded 
$900, and after some friendly urging, 
the total reached an even $1,000!

The weekend ended on Sunday 
morning with brethren swimming and 
fellowshipping in the Holiday Inn’s 
Lazy River, with its strong current 
river, waterfalls and rock formations. 
A dusting of snow on the beach did 
not keep some from venturing out for 
a morning walk on the beach.

Renea Apartian and Cindy Pryke

Seminars and skiing highlighted 
Salt Lake City weekend (photo by 
Tim Heine)

Jennelle Crain and 
Ida Price at getting-to-
know-you session; right, 
Barbara Pebworth and 
Dianne Clark (photos 
by Marion Snyder and 
Jean Updegraff)

Early meeting for Rose Parade fund-
raiser; above right, Marion Snyder and 
Marie Zelenka sell programs

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Gwin assist teens 
during group Bible competition Friday 
evening (photo by Renea Apartian)

Arizona brethren bundle up for 
Dec. 25 picnic in the park (photo 
by Cecil Campbell)
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Births
Chris and Holly (Reamy) Foster would 

like to announce the birth of their first 
child. Brody Aaron was born Oct. 8, 2007. 
He weighed 9 pounds and was 21 inches 
long. He is a smiley and happy baby all 

the time! Chris, Holly and Brody live in 
Phoenix, Arizona, and attend the Phoenix 
Northwest congregation.

Caleb and his parents Alix and Dan 
Fitzpatrick are thrilled to announce the 
birth of Naomi Wendyam Fitzpatrick.  
She was born on July 1, 2007, weigh-

ing in at 7.5 pounds and was 21 inches 
in length.

Charles and Markera Dupuch Sr. are 
pleased to announce the birth of Chaela 
Jolann Dupuch. Born Dec. 4, 2007, 
she weighed 8 pounds 1.5 ounces and 
was 20.5 inches long. Mom Markera 
Dupuch, grandmother Eureka Smith and 
aunt Markelle Smith are members of the 
Nassau, Bahamas congregation. Chaela 

makes the third child (big sister Cherith 
Jalynn Dupuch, born Sept. 8, died Dec. 
15, 2003) and 13th grandchild.

Jennifer Jeremiah, of the Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, congregation, and her husband 
Ross are happy to announce the birth of 
their son Jaiden Reese Jeremiah on Jan. 
13, 2007. He was born prematurely and 

was only 1 pound 3 ounces and 12 inches 
long. He spent his first 107 days in the 
hospital.

“Seeing this child who has defied all 
odds is to surely believe in miracles,” wrote 
Renira Pachuta in the local newspaper Jan. 
10, 2008, just before Jaiden’s first birthday. 
He was then up to 16 pounds.

The article quotes Jennifer as saying, 
“Jaiden’s doctors and nurses are truly 
amazed at how well he’s doing. Since 
August, he no longer needs a monitor at 
night and he’s even moved into his own 
bedroom. He’s a happy, interested little 
boy who laughs easily, says ‘Mama’ and 
‘Dada,’ listens intently when he knows 
you’re trying to teach him something and 
he’s recently started clapping his hands…
He’s a very happy little boy, and we’re so 
blessed to have him.”

Weddings
Fred and Sue Whitlark of the Fort 

Worth, Texas, congregation, together with 
Howard and Sarah Baker of East Texas, 

are pleased to announce the marriage of 
their children, Debbie Whitlark and Greg 
Baker. The couple was united in marriage 
on Dec. 23, 2007, at lovely Quant Ranch 
near Fort Worth, with David Blue of Boi-
se, Idaho, officiating. Debbie was attended 
by Davina Whitlark and J’Non Whitlark, 
with Emily Quant as maid of honor. Greg 
was attended by Jared Weinbrenner and 
Bryan Yergo, with Brent Baker as best 
man. While Debbie completes her gradu-
ate studies, the couple will continue attend-
ing in both Worcester, Massachusetts, and 
Columbia, Maryland.

Anniversaries
The New Orleans, Louisiana, congre-

gation honored Maurice and Pearl Ledet 
on their 60th wedding anniversary, Feb. 
9, 2008. Maurice was baptized by Ver-
non Hargrove on the 4th of July in 1965. 
Pearl followed five months later. 

Jim Servidio ordained Maurice as a 

deacon in 1982. Four years later he was 
ordained an elder. They have diligently 
served God’s people for many years and 
are stalwarts in the congregation to this 
day.

They have two children, Kenneth 
Ledet and Linda Presgrove (Linda 
attends the New Orleans congregation), 
10 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandchild.

Obituaries
Lewis Y. Williams, age 83, died at his 

home in Fredericktown, Missouri, on 
Jan. 9, 2008. Lewis and Patricia, mem-
bers, had moved from Ocala, Florida, in 
the summer of 2007. Lewis was able to 
attend services in Cape Girardeau, Mis-
souri, from June 2007, until just shortly 
before his death.

Lewis was a native Floridian, born 
in Sarasota in 1924, and lived most of 
his youth in and around St. Petersburg, 
considering it his hometown. He served 

in the 66th Infantry Division in Europe 
during World War II. After a few years 
as a St. Petersburg firefighter, he re-
enlisted and served in the USASA until 
he retired in 1966 with 21 years of ser-
vice. He was stationed at Okinawa; Fort 
Devens, Massachusetts; Bad Aibling, 
Germany; and Hakata, Japan.

After retiring from the Army, he 
spent most of the next 27 years driving 
heavy trucks around the country. Les-
lie, his first wife, and mother of his four 
children, died in 1977, after which he 
moved to Missouri. 

In 1983 he discovered The Plain 
Truth magazine and was baptized 
into the Church of God shortly after. 
While attending Sabbath services in 
Springfield, Missouri, he met Patricia 
Abrahamson, whom he married in 
late 1989. Between Lewis and Patri-
cia, they have 10 children, 27 grand-
children and 47 great-grandchildren, 
scattered about Colorado, Florida, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Washington and 
Germany.

Lew (or “Willie”) was known by his 
children as having instilled in them their 
love of God, family and country; by his 
grandchildren as being “bigger than 
life”; by his Army buddies as “a man’s 
man”; by his readers as the author of 
more than a few alligator stories; and 
by all who knew him as a faithful ser-
vant of God.

H. Don Griffith, a longtime mem-
ber and deacon in the United Church 

of God, died peacefully at his home in 
Grand Junction, Colorado, on Jan. 23, 
2008, after a long battle with lung dis-
ease. He faithfully served God’s Church 
for many years as he was able. He was 
well known for his outgoing concern 
for others and provided stability in those 
difficult years.

He was in the plumbing and heat-
ing business until he became too weak 
to continue in 2003. Don worked as 
a plumber and trade instructor at 
Ambassador College in Big Sandy, 
Texas, from 1967 to 1977. He will 
be missed by many who have known 
him.

Don is survived by his wife Mary 
(Caldwell) Griffith of 42 years; sons 
Jon of Parker, Colorado, Daniel of 
Grand Junction, Paul of Bloomfield, 
New Mexico, and Richard of Cincin-
nati, Ohio; and daughter Nicole Bork-
holder of Grand Junction. Don is also 
survived by his sisters Annette Norman 
of Roswell, New Mexico, and Lynette 
Grant of Cypress, Texas; and brother 
Curtis Griffith of Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.

A memorial service took place in 
Grand Junction on Jan. 27, conducted 
by Jon Pinelli, pastor of the Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and Grand Junction congre-
gations. It included a PowerPoint slide 
show and professional Welsh bagpiper 
playing several moving hymns in honor 
of Don’s Welsh background.

James (Jim) Murphy’s life spanned 
a short 76 years (Aug. 3, 1931, to Oct. 

29, 2007), until he died from sud-
den death syndrome. Mr. Murphy 
was born in Bronx, New York, and 
graduated from New York University 
in 1953 with a degree in electrical 

engineering. He served in Army Intel-
ligence as a first lieutenant stationed 
in Germany. 

After being discharged, he moved 
to California in 1958 where he began 
a Silicon Valley career as an engineer 
at Fairchild. His brilliant mind drove 
him to invent and hold a U.S. patent for 
a current-gauge filter. He loved math 
and engineering and for a decade prior 
to retiring worked in the computer sci-
ence field for the IT department at De 
Anza College. 

Mr. Murphy was a longtime member 
of the Church of God. Though he never 
married, Mr. Murphy shared his life 
and energy with his church family in 
the San Jose, California congregation. 
Mr. Murphy was steadfast in the faith 
and looked forward to God’s Kingdom 
with confidence.

Albert Barrett, 78, of Ozark, Arkan-
sas, died Jan. 4, 2008, in Van Buren, 
Arkansas. Born July 7, 1929, in Moun-
tain Top, Arkansas, he was retired 
from Southside Turkey Farm and 
was a member of the United Church 
of God. He was baptized into God’s 
Church in October 1954. His mother 
was baptized a year later. Albert was a 
member of the Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
congregation.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Curtis and Gladys Dicker-
son Barrett, and a niece, Donna Wof-
ford of California. Survivors include 
a brother, Vendor Barrett, of Ozark; 
a sister, Floy Wofford; a niece, Deb-
bie; and nephews David Wofford of 
California and Sam Wofford of Altus, 
Arkansas.

Graveside services were Jan. 7.

Announcements

Naomi Wendyam Fitzpatrick with 
big brother Caleb

Brody Aaron Foster

Chaela Jolann Dupuch with big 
brother Charles

Maurice and Pearl Ledet

H. Don Griffith

Lewis Y. Williams

Greg and Debbie Baker

Jaiden Reese Jeremiah

James J. Murphy III

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.



■ Breaking Free Journal.
New articles have been 
posted on the 
Breaking Free 
Journal Web 
site: “Anger 
Addiction,” 
“Battling an 
Adult Web 
Site Addiction,” “The Many 
Enticements to Promiscuity,” 
“Every Young Man’s Battle and 
Every Young Woman’s Battle” 
and “Extremely Obese...Does 

God Still Work With Me?” 
breakingfree.ucg.org
■ Vertical Thought 
Commentary.
Check out the latest VT 
commentaries at www.
verticalthought.org/commentary/.
■ United Youth Camps.
Check out the 2008 United 
Youth Camp magazine and 
view camp locations at 
members.ucg.org/youthcamps/.
■ About Our Father’s 
Business. Recent updates 

on tornadoes and Eastern 
Europe and Scandinavia.
members.ucg.org/fathersbusiness

Featured 
Link

■ Virtual 
Christian 
Magazine, 
monthly online magazine of 
inspirational and Christian living 
topics. vcmagazine.org

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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beautiful “Show Me” state of Mis-
souri. The exciting event takes place 
during the Labor Day weekend high-
lighting many activities around Kan-
sas City’s most popular attractions 
and developments. The theme for the 
weekend is “Transformation Train-
ing—Christian Living Is More Than 
Meets the Eye!” Inspiring seminars 
will be offered for singles and mar-
ried couples.

There will be many unique 
opportunities for fellowship, fun, 

dancing, karaoke and fabulous 
feasting with a taste of Kansas 
City’s best cuisine. One highlight 
of the weekend will be Sunday’s 
eight-hour “Tour de Kansas City.” 
The tour will include many stops 
and excellent photo ops of the 

city’s best and nearby attractions.
A $50 deposit is due on May 1; an 

additional $65 registration fee will be 
due on Aug. 1. Visit the event Web 
site www.kc2008transformation.com 
for details and to register online. And 
contact coordinator Ruben Gusman at 
rubenkc@aol.com or (816) 838-1034.

Ruben Gusman

Camp Carter to Be 
July 6 to 13

Camp Carter in Fort Worth, Texas, 
will be held July 6 to 13 (with staff 
arriving July 5). This is revised from 
the dates run in the November 2007 
United News, but the correct dates 
were printed in the 2008 United 
Youth Camps magazine mailed in 
February.

Ken Treybig

New Dates for 
Tennessee Preteen 
Camp

Due to a scheduling error, the pre-
teen camp in Eva, Tennessee, has 
changed its camp dates. Instead of 
the dates printed in the United Youth 
Camps 2008 magazine, the new camp 
dates will be July 20 to 23.

Calendar of Events
March 8: Southeast Regional Prom, 

Gainesville, Georgia (www.ucgatlanta.
org).

March 11-19: Second round of current 
Pastoral Training Class, home office.

March 22-23: Families for God week-
end, Minneapolis, Minnesota (www.
ucgstp.org/FamiliesForGod).

March 23-25: Southwest Region ministe-
rial conference, Los Angeles, California.

March 29: South Central Regional Teen 
Formal, Dallas, Texas (www.ucg-dal-
las.org/teenformal).

March 30: “Spring Cleaning for the Heart,” 
a women’s event in Munster, Indiana, 
near Chicago (deharg@aiagrp.net).

April 16-25: Greece Educational Spring 
Holy Day Tour, (800) 858-6999.

May 2-4: 11th Annual Spokane Women’s 
Educational Weekend, Spokane, Wash-
ington; theme: “Women of Valor.”

May 18-19: GCE annual meeting.
May 21-22: Council of Elders’ meeting, 

Mason, Ohio.
June 21: Pittsburgh 50th, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-

vania (www.ucgnet.org/pittsburgh/50).
Aug. 31-Sept. 1: Singles/Couples Labor 

Day Weekend, Kansas City, Missouri 
(www.kc2008transformation.com). 
See article, March/April, page 16.

Aug. 12-14: Council of Elders’ meet-
ing, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Please send calendar items to mike_

bennett@ucg.org.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

22-year-old woman who asked if it’s 
possible today to have a boyfriend with-
out entering into a sexual relationship.

In other mail, we answered an interest-
ing request from an Ethiopian subscriber 
who wanted counsel on how to observe 
God’s Holy Days, as well as how he 
might meet with a congregation of the 
UCG. An inmate wrote asking for con-
tact with a minister, saying that he is part 
of a group of 50 inmates in his facility that 
observe the Sabbath; we don’t know yet 
if they all consider themselves affiliated 
with the UCG. A minister of a Protestant 
congregation asked how his entire con-
gregation could become part of the UCG; 
he didn’t explain any further details.

Several wrote of difficult circumstances, 
asking for prayer or simply sharing what is 
happening in their lives. A subscriber has a 
child in a mental institution and an unbe-
lieving spouse. A person asked what hope 
the mentally ill have for the Kingdom of 
God; another asked if God would restore 
the mental faculties of a person who lost 
them due to a stroke. A man asked why 
God didn’t relieve the suffering of this 
person’s cancer-ridden mother, after her 
lifetime of helping others. And a person in 
a family of nonbelievers wrote of the heavy 
challenges of being the primary caregiver 
to a terminally ill parent. 

An online reader cut right to the point 
by asking, “Are you the true Church or 
are you merely looking for money?”

Cecil Maranville

More Than 16,000 
Respond to Offer for 
Bible Study Course

In December 2007 a subscriber devel-
opment letter was sent to just over 200,600 
U.S. Good News subscribers offering them 
the Bible Study Course. This was similar to 
December efforts of the past. 

In just a few weeks, we received 
16,199 responses, and they are still 
coming in. This is already over a 8 

percent response, and should meet or 
exceed our previous efforts.

Peter Eddington

335 Baptized in 2007
In addition to the 293 baptisms 

announced in the January issue, there 
were also 42 baptisms in Ghana in 2007.

“Spring Cleaning 
for the Heart” 
Theme of Munster 
Women’s Event

The Munster, Indiana, Women’s 
Workshop is hosting its third women’s 
event March 29 and 30. The theme for 
the event is “Spring Cleaning for the 
Heart.” The program includes several 
guest speakers, music, a luncheon and 
time for fellowship and sharing.

Tanya Horchak, the keynote speaker, 
asks the question, “When was the last 
time you took your heart to the clean-
ers—spiritually?” The “heart” God 
refers to in Scripture motivates our 
thoughts and choices. The condition of 
our spiritual heart is important if we are 
to inherit what is promised. Mrs. Hor-
chak will show how cleaning and giving 
it a good check-up is beneficial, and that 
there is a connection between our heart 
and the gift that awaits us when we do.

Bob Fahey will be the guest speak-
er for Sabbath services, beginning at 
2 p.m. March 29. A buffet meal will 
follow and an evening of fun and 
feminine fellowship.

The registration fee is $40 and 
includes a continental breakfast and 
luncheon. For additional information 
call Judy (219) 924-5479 or e-mail 
DeLee at deharg@aiagrp.net.

DeLee Hargrove

Kansas City Plans 
Third Singles and 
Couples Weekend 
for Labor Day

Kansas City is hosting its third 
singles and couples weekend in the 

Continued from page 2

The first 26 months of activity at the Beyond Today Web site, www.beyondtoday.tv, is still 
going very well. We are averaging 17,000 visitors per month and the amount of information 
served continues to rise. During January 2008, 546 gigabytes of material was streamed to our 
visitors, beat only by December 2007. This is a 65 percent increase over January 2007.

Average response per program continues on an upward track and is presently at 221 per 
program for 2007. This is a 42 percent increase over the 2006 average of 156, while the 
number of stations airing the program has not risen. 

The most popular program so far is “The Easter Charade” hosted by Darris McNeely 
with Dave Myers as guest. It brought in 413 responses. A total of 89 programs have been 
recorded, and we’ve had 20,964 responses through January 2008.

Beyond Today is currently airing on 183 cable-access channels (five less than last year), 
and broadcasting on 18 U.S. radio stations. It also airs on two Christian cable channels in 
Canada. The number of new cable-access channels leveled off about 18 months ago.

In addition to the traditional programs with one or two guests, some single-presenter 
programs have been recorded and will air as tests soon; and variations of a talking head 
for the first segment, one guest for the second segment and all three presenters for the third 
segment have been recorded and are beginning to air as tests.

Total Beyond Today responses for 2006 were 8,354 and for 2007 were 11,721.
Peter Eddington

News
At a Glance

Beyond Today Responses up 40 Percent


