
Council Approves $25 Million Budget and Plan

Five Youth Corps 2007 Projects Announced

by Doug Horchak

Five United Youth Corps international projects and a 
new partial subsidy program for young adult participants 
were announced Feb. 17. The announcement read:

“Do you want to make a positive difference in the 
world? Do you want to live the Christian principle of 
serving your brethren in the Church and needy people 

in the world? Do you want to experience the enriching 
education and adventure of international travel? Would 
you like to do all these things at the same time? If so, the 
United Youth Corps might be for you.”

Applications are being accepted for programs in:
• Zambia (April 19 to May 3).

Youth Corps volunteers serve at Ghana youth camp in 2005 (photos by Azariah Coffie and Doug Horchak)
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■ Big increase over this year’s 
$21.3 million budget includes 
$1.6 million more for media 
and money to hire as many 
as five ministerial trainees. 
The Council also approves 
plans for investment in 
future growth of the Church 
to be presented to GCE and 
outlined at Sabbath services 
on March 17.

by Don Henson

The Council of Elders met Feb. 23 to 
28 in San Diego, California, to review and 
finalize the 2007-2008 Operation Plan 
and budget to be presented to the General 
Conference of Elders for approval at the 
annual meeting in May.

In his opening remarks Feb. 23, 
Chairman Robert Dick reviewed the 
positive income trend. He pointed out 
that from 1998 until two years ago 
the Church experienced an income 
growth rate in the 2 to 4 percent range. 
Over the past two years the income 

has tracked in the 7 percent range. 
He commented that United’s original 

priority of providing pastors for every 
congregation created a certain amount of 
overhead expense. Over time the fixed 
expenses became a smaller portion of 
the whole, allowing the Church to move 
money into other areas such as public 
proclamation. The proposed budget is an 
example of this change, with a projected 
addition of $1.6 million to the media 
budget.

Mr. Dick introduced Church president 

ABC Student 
Leaders Selected

United Church of God President 
Clyde Kilough announced the stu-
dent leaders for the 2007 Ambassador 
Bible Center school year at the student 
assembly on Feb. 15. 

The student body president is Bran-
don Zollner, from Collinsville, Illi-
nois. Brandon is a recent graduate of 
St. Louis University. The secretary is 
Corin Scherf, a graduate of McKindree 

Festival coordinators from the United 
States met with home office personnel in 
Dallas, Texas, Feb. 7 and 8 to make plans 
for the Feast of Tabernacles this fall. The 
four Festival coordinators from Canada 
were invited as well. 

Last year these meetings were held 
at the home office but preconference 
planning indicated that holding this 
meeting in Dallas would be compara-
ble or less expensive for the Church due 
to cheaper airfares and less expensive 
hotel costs. 

Meeting in Dallas turned out to also be 
a good decision because extremely cold 
weather in Ohio disrupted air traffic and 
led to the closure of the home office on 
portions of Tuesday and Wednesday. The 
temperatures in Dallas were balmy (mid-
60s and later, the mid-40s Fahrenheit) by 
comparison.

Jim Franks, Ministerial Services opera-
tion manager, opened the meetings by 
reporting that 671 more people attended 
the Feast of Tabernacles with the United 
Church of God in 2006 than did in 2005. 
He also explained that the overall purpose 
of these meetings was for this group to 
compare notes, discuss policies and grow 
as a team to produce a better product—the 
best possible experience at the Feast for 
God’s people. 

Clyde Kilough, UCG president, then 
explained that in many ways the goals we 
have for the Feast of Tabernacles are simi-
lar to those of United Youth Camps. As he 
put it, “The strength of the Feast is mea-
sured in people’s changed lives. The best 
way to learn a language is to be immersed 
in it—24/7 immersion is what we want 
at the Feast. We want the Feast to be the 
‘Zone’—the environment—in which God 

changes lives. The Feast represents the 
very best of good news. And while God is 
the One changing people’s lives, we need 
to create the best environment possible 
where this can occur.” 

Following these foundational concepts, 
discussions began on the many details 
involved in planning and running a Feast 
site. A main topic of discussion was the 
preparation that goes into the actual ser-
vices that are held at each site daily during 
the Feast, as the sermons and sermonettes, 
coupled with special music, are the cen-
terpiece of the spiritual component at our 
Feast sites. Issues of Festival registration, 
housing and site selection were talked 
about in detail.

Along with the Festival Youth Instruc-
tion and the teen and young adult Bible 
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Covenants Booklet 
Completed

In March we plan to print and mail 
to members a new book, The New Cov-
enant: Does It Abolish God’s Law? The 
publication, at 168 pages, is more of a 
book than a booklet and thoroughly 
explains an essential identifying doc-
trine that sets apart the branches of the 
Church of God from other churches.

The booklet, written primarily by 
senior writer 
Roger Foster 
of San Anto-
nio, Texas, 
has been in 
the works for 
several years. 

“Correctly 
explaining in 
a single book-
let the New 
Covenant and 
topics related 
directly to it 
was one of the 
first priorities 
set by United 

Church of God,” commented Mr. Fos-
ter. “Shortly after the Council of Elders 
made available its official doctrinal 
paper on this subject I was authorized 
to start the process of putting the book-
let together. I completed the first draft 
early in 2004. 

“Since then we have solicited 
reviews and advice from many sources 
that have resulted in useful modifica-
tions and additions. The current text is 
truly the product of many people who 
have contributed useful perspectives 
and suggestions. And I personally did 
extensive research to raise the accu-
racy level as high as I could. The task 
has been long and tedious. My hope is 
that all the work that went into it will 
truly benefit those who read it.”

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

Festival Coordinators Discuss 2007 Plans in Dallas

Chairman Robert Dick addresses the 
Council (photo by Peter Eddington)

United Statistics

2006

GNmagazine.org
Monthly Visitors
(January of year)

20072005

160,000

80,000

40,000

120,000

See “Feast,” page 6

Brandon Zollner, student body president; 
Corin Scherf, secretary; Devin Schulz, 
treasurer; and Andrew Disher, class 
monitor (photo by Janet Treadway)

New booklet to be 
printed in March and 
mailed automatically 
to members
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Leon Walker, chairman of the 
Church’s Doctrine Committee, said: 
“I believe this is the best treatment of 
this subject that we have ever had in the 
Church. The booklet covers an impor-
tant topic and I believe Roger in particu-
lar has explained several difficult aspects 
very well. We have needed this booklet 
for quite some time, and I am pleased 
that at last we have it completed.”

Scott Ashley

Beyond Today 
Closing in on 
10,000 Responses

As of Feb. 16, 9,257 responses have 
been recorded from cable-access televi-
sion, radio and the Internet since Beyond 
Today first aired in December 2005. 

Weekly response has been on a 
steady upward track. Since Septem-
ber 2006, average weekly response 
has climbed from 138 to 156. The top 
responding program so far is “The 
Coming King of the South,” which gar-
nered 316 responses the week of Nov. 
5-11, 2006. The next highest respond-
ing program, “The Debt Trap,” which 
aired the final week of August 2006, 
received 275 responses. Of the top 10 
highest-responding programs, six have 
covered prophetic themes.

The titles of the top 10 programs are:
1. “The Coming King of the South.”
2. “The Debt Trap.”
3. “What Next America?”
4. “Where Have Fathers Gone?”
5. “The Next Superpower.”
6. “A Place Called Hell.”
7. “You Need a Break.”
8. “The Return of Jesus Christ.”
9. “Is Your Future Secure?”
10. “The Horsemen of Revelation.”
In the past 15 months, 43 Beyond Today 

programs have aired, 17 of which have 
aired twice. Beyond Today is currently air-
ing on 188 cable-access television chan-
nels and broadcasting on 19 commercial 
radio stations in the United States. 

John LaBissoniere

15 Attend Pastoral 
Training Classes

Jan. 22 to 30, 2007, Ministerial Ser-
vices held training classes for new pas-
tors. Several instructors from the home 
office and others from the field min-
istry conducted the classes and work-
shops for the 11 men from the United 
States and four from other countries. 
Here is the list of those in attendance:

Gary Black, pastor of St. Paul, Min-
nesota, and Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

Andy Burnett, pastor of Covington 
and New Orleans, Louisiana, and Lau-
rel, Mississippi.

See “News at a Glance,” page 24
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Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address 
changes to United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA & ASIA (except as listed below): United Church of God, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God–Australia, GPO Box 535, 
Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia. Phone: 0755 202-111  Fax: 
0755 202-122

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God–British Isles, P.O. Box 
705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. Phone: 020 8386 
8467  Fax: 020 8386 1999

CANADA: United Church of God–Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station 
D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966, 
(800) 338-7779  Fax: (905) 876-0569  E-mail: info@ucg.ca

CARIBBEAN: United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

EAST AFRICA (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda): United Church of 

God–East Africa, P.O. Box 75261, Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-
mail: kenya@ucg.org

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach 
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Église de Dieu Unie–France, 
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, 
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636  Fax: 0228-
9454637 E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale 
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035 
4523573. E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

MALAWI: P.O. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi. E-
mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.O. Box 
93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22, 
Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 2265, Somolu, Lagos, 
Nigeria. Phone: 01-8113644. E-mail: nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO, 
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 224-4444 Cell/
Text: (+63) 918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 3535. 111 74, 
Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and 
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern Africa, 
P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South 
Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694.

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O. Box 
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796
TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 2617, 
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076,  
Kitwe, Zambia. Phone: (02) 226076. E-mail: zambia@
ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 928, 
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273
E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, 
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The 
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general 
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good 
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address 
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s Canadian Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site, 
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site, 
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site, 
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern 
Africa Web site. 
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Council Member Profile: Aaron Dean
Aaron Dean was born on the Feast of 

Trumpets 1952. At age 3 his father died, 
and his mother moved to Big Sandy, Tex-
as, and later to Pasadena, California. He 
graduated in 1970 with honors from the 
Church’s Imperial Schools and in 1974 
from Ambassador College.

At graduation, Herbert Armstrong 
personally asked that he become part 
of his traveling group and not go to his 
ministerial assignment.

In 1974 he married Michelle Gemon. 
“Michelle has been my greatest asset. 
[She came] to college with only a nominal 
Lutheran background. She knew nothing 
of the Sabbath or Holy Days. She gives me 
a perspective that I don’t have.

“After the legal battles with the State 
of California in 1979, and the subsequent 
‘putting the Church back on track’ by Mr. 
Armstrong, it was requested that I offi-
cially become his assistant. I refused three 

times, knowing what the job was,” Mr. 
Dean said. But Mr. Armstrong ignored his 
objections. “If God makes you do some-
thing, you will not fail. I think this is part 
of the ‘fear of God.’”

Mr. Dean wore many “hats” until 
Mr. Armstrong’s death in 1986. Ear-
lier travel involved being away from 
home around 300 days a year. He was 
appointed to the Council of Elders and 
made a vice president, where he was 
able to tighten the overseas schedule by 
60 percent and costs by 75 percent.

He takes little credit, as “it was God who 
helped a 92-year-old man in his last year 
visit nine countries in 24 days.” 

Along with setting up campaigns 
and meetings, Mr. Dean negotiated the 
student projects in foreign countries, 
which were very effective in demon-
strating God’s way of life.

He was kept busy seven days a week, 

usually 20 hours a day dealing 
with all aspects of the Church, 
college and Ambassador Foun-
dation. Mr. Armstrong only 
allowed him one outside duty, 
a request by King Leopold III 
of Belgium that he serve on the 
board of Leopold’s foundation.

“I was saddened at the death 
of my mentor in 1986. Michelle 
and I wanted a family, and God granted 
us a son, Aaron Jr., and daughter, Crystal 
Michelle. They truly filled a void for us,” 
Mr. Dean said.

Mr. Dean completed an MBA with 
honors and began teaching at Ambassador 
University until its close in 1997.

Mr. Dean works in Texas for an agri-
cultural company in domestic and inter-
national markets, which often allows him 
to visit scattered members.

He hopes to “help prepare the Bride 

of Christ,” a prom-
ise he made to 
Mr. Armstrong. “I 
believe this is done 
on a personal basis. 
We can’t afford 
complacency with 
the job Christ is 
about to give to us 
at His return.

“I hope to add to our world a perspec-
tive of the spiritual organism and to the 
personal growth of God’s children to 
follow where Jesus Christ, the true Head 
of the Church, leads according to God’s 
will and not our own, and to continue the 
enthusiasm of Herbert Armstrong.

“Council service is very demanding, 
and I must consistently pray my job allows 
me the blocks of time off to be helpful and 
effective. As long as God allows, I will 
serve God’s people,” Mr. Dean said.  UN

Aaron and Michelle Dean

FORWARD! 
A Vehement Desire
by Peter Eddington

Think about this. The Days 
of Unleavened Bread are all 
about change. Putting on the 
new man. Putting sin out of our 
lives. But let’s ask ourselves, 
how can we change unless we 
really deeply want to change? 
If we’re unconcerned, if we 
couldn’t care less, if it’s not 
important to us, obviously, 

there’s no way we can really change. 
We must desire vehemently to change—to be more like 

God daily, to emulate Christ’s example and His way of 
life. This has to be a paramount goal in our lives.

Christ tells us in Matthew 5:6: “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
filled.” The implication is that those who do not hunger 
and thirst for it, won’t be filled.

As Newborn Babes
“As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the 

word, that you may grow thereby” (1 Peter 2:2).
How does a newborn baby desire milk? Every parent 

knows that when a little baby wakes up, it doesn’t just blink 
its eyes and stretch its arms and yawn two or three times 
and begin to casually look around the room and patiently 
wait for Mom to feed it. No, the brain is connected to the 
stomach without much in between! And as soon as that 
four hours is up, click, the eyes open and “WAAAAAH!” 
just like that, the baby immediately, loudly, vociferously 
wants food. It doesn’t gradually begin to cry—it’s full 
force, until finally it’s fed.

If we are going to repent and grow spiritually as we 
must, we have to desire it, we must crave it and want it 
wholeheartedly and energetically.

Attitude of Repentance
In Psalm 51, the classic chapter concerning the attitude 

of repentance, David showed the kind of vehement desire 
we need: “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 
Your lovingkindness; according to the multitude of Your 
tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thor-
oughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin” 
(Psalm 51:1-2).

David cried out vehemently with the utmost sincer-
ity and intensity: “Wash me, cleanse me, scrub me, 
bathe me, totally and completely—get rid of these 
evil sins in my life.” That’s the kind of approach we 
have to have.

King David was a great sinner, but God used him again. 
Why? Because he was a great repenter, and his repentance 
became as notorious as his sin. Psalm 51 shows how his 
heart was opened and he was filled with the spirit of repen-
tance.

Full Repentance
Some people think repentance is remorse, just being 

sorry that you committed an infraction of God’s standards. 
Other people think repentance is regret—wishing we 
hadn’t done it. Still others think repentance is reform—in 
other words, turning over a new leaf. These are all part of 
the picture, but they are not full repentance.

Repentance means a change of mind. If we’ve truly 
changed our mind with vehement desire, our volition—
our will—is completely yielded to God’s will. And what 
will happen if our will is changed in that way? Our actions 
will likewise be changed!  UN

News
At a Glance



United Church of God, an International Association UnitedNews  March/April 2007 �

Caribbean Pastor Visits Rupununi Area in Guyana 

Canada Launches 
French Web Site

For several years, Canada has main-
tained a modified French version of its 
Web site at www.ucg.ca. With limited 
resources, only a small portion of the 
Web site information was available to 
those who spoke French. 

Recently Canada launched a new 
Web site (www.revuebn.ca) for the 
benefit of Francophones in Canada. 
This Web site has emulated the one 
that was produced by the home office. 
Having this Web site will give us the 
ability to add articles as our resources 
permit. 

Some Internet ads are being com-
posed to target specific cities in the 
province of Quebec and will tie into 
this new Web site. We eagerly antici-
pate an increase in subscriptions to the 
Bonnes Nouvelles magazine and are 
happy to be able to better serve this 
bilingual country.

Anthony Wasilkoff

First United Bible 
Study Held in Eire

Jan. 23 marked the first United 
Bible study in the Republic of Ireland. 
The venue was the Seven Oaks Hotel 
in Carlow, and nine people were in 
attendance. This included six baptized 
members, two children and one guest. 
John Schroeder conducted the study on 
“The Priorities of a Christian.”

British Isles’ Office 
Moves

Furniture, files and equipment from 
the British Isles’ office were moved 
safely from Northwood to Chalfont St. 
Giles on Saturday evening and Sunday, 
Feb. 3 and 4, thanks to members and 

youthful volunteers who helped with 
the move.

Jan Schroeder and Sonja and Peter 

Hawkins are settling down in more 
space than they are used to, and John 
Schroeder now has an office to con-
tinue using his editorial and writing 
skills.

U.K. Tests Google 
Advertisements

In less than two weeks a series of 
advertisements on the Google Inter-
net search engine has led to more than 
1,000 people in the United Kingdom 
clicking through to view one or more of 
the Church’s booklets. These represent 
0.22 percent of the 454,000 times that 
the offers appeared on a Web page that 
the viewer was looking at. The average 
cost was £0.10 per click.

Here is one of the advertisements 
that drew the highest number of view-
ings:

“Royal Family & King David
“The British Royals know they are 

descended from King David of Israel 
www.ucg.org/booklets/US/.”

Home Office Helps 
With Europe and 
Scandinavia

For a number of years the Brit-
ish Isles’ office has been sending The 
Good News and other publications in 
the English language to European and 
Scandinavian readers. The number of 
requests has dramatically increased 
recently as a result of Google advertis-
ing. 

Due to the high cost of postage 
to these areas and limited U.K. staff 
hours, the home office staff has agreed 
to handle the mailings to these areas 
for the medium-term, perhaps three to 
five years. This will enable the British 
Isles’ office to focus on growth in the 
British Isles.

UCG–British Isles will continue to 
service readers in the United King-
dom, Ireland, Isle of Man and Channel 
Islands.

UCG–British Isles National 
Announcements, Feb. 17, 2007

Bill Bradford 
Addresses Friends 
of the Sabbath 
Conference

On Sunday, Nov. 26, 2006, UCG 
pastor Bill Bradford addressed the 
Friends of the Sabbath conference in 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia, with 
a lecture titled “The Sabbath in the 
History and Experience of the United 
Church of God.”

Sabbath-keeping groups attending 
the conference included the United 
Church of God, Seventh-day Adven-
tists, Seventh-Day Baptists, Reformed 
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The front view of the building 
housing the administration office 
for the United Church of God–
British Isles. Church offices are on 
the bottom floor and in the back 
extension of Peterson House.

by Ruth Root

Not only has God led the Church in 
Australia to walk through some new 
doors enabling us to reach every mail-
box in Australia at least once in the first 
seven months of this financial year, but 
we have been able, in some cases, to 
negotiate this advertising for a cost per 
response lower than our Internet adver-
tising costs. 

For some advertising campaigns we 
are paying only for the responses we 
receive and not the actual advertising.

Milestones in Print 
Advertising

• Reaching 7.7 million mailboxes in 
the first 28 weeks of the financial year. 
(There are approximately 6.5 million 
mailboxes in Australia, plus PO boxes 
and GPO boxes, so some households 
will be reached twice.)

• Lowest cost per responses in the 
history of UCG-Australia.

• Reaching different target audi-

ences and different age groups.
• Covering all of Australia—a great-

er reach than ever before. (Compare 
2005/2006: we reached approximate-
ly 2,609,000 households with print 
advertising for the full 12 months that 
financial year.)

Coupon Advertising a 
Success

Our first venture into advertising via 
coupons has been a great success.

We have received nearly 1,600 
requests for literature, and the cost per 
response is currently running at under 
$5 (Australian) per request. Already 
many of those responding to this 
advertisement have called in for addi-
tional literature and at least three of 
these people have asked about attend-
ing services.

Many members prayed about the 
success of this new venture, and it 
is clear that God is answering these 
prayers. This advertising initiative is 
more successful than we had hoped. 

We are therefore planning to offer a 
different booklet using a similar cou-
pon in the January-March edition of 
the same publication.

Another New Advertising 
Outlet

Following the success of the coupon 
just discussed, we recently decided to 
test another ad in the Money$aver cou-
pon booklet.

This ad is being distributed into two 
million letterboxes throughout every 
state in Australia. We do not expect as 
high a response because of the nature 
of the advertising this coupon booklet 
carries, but we will be reaching another 
audience and offering them an opportu-
nity to come into contact with the good 
news of the Kingdom of God. Let’s all 
pray that God will open the minds of 
some of these people to request some 
of the available literature and begin 
their spiritual journey.  UN

Excerpted from United News Aus-
tralia, January-March 2007.

Australia Achieves Breakthroughs in Print Advertising

Kingsley Mather passed along the 
following report, by Gary Atkinson, with 
this note: “The brethren in this part of the 
world live very simple lives but are dedicat-
ed to the truth of God and the work of the 
Church. Twice each month Mr. Atkinson 
travels 20 miles, one way, over very dif-
ficult terrain to hold services with brethren 
in the village of Awarewaunau. This shows 
true dedication since Gary and Claudine, 
his wife, travel on a motorbike that the 
Caribbean administration has provided. 
At times they arrive drenched because they 
got caught in the heavy rain.”

by Gary Atkinson 

After careful planning and consultation, 
Kingsley Mather, Caribbean pastor, and 
Maxwell Victor, a faithful deacon from 
Dominica, arrived in Georgetown, Guy-
ana, on Jan. 15 and 16.

Rain delayed their flight to Lethem, 
Rupununi, but they arrived in bright sun-
shine on the 17th and were met by Gary 
Atkinson and Clyde Chinian.

Shortly after lunch on Thursday, Jan. 
18, the team left for the first visit to the 
brethren in the north. The 80-mile journey 
brought them to the village of Wowetta 
around 2:30 p.m. They first stopped at the 
home of Mary Torres, one of the members 
that Arnold Hampton baptized in February 
2001. Then the group went to the home 
of Mrs. Torres’ daughter, Judith Moses, 
where an interactive Bible study was held. 
There were 15 in attendance. 

Mr. Mather covered several Bible 
examples of faith, then brethren shared 
some inspiring stories of God’s interven-
tions in their lives. The driver, who is 
a Good News subscriber, also shared a 
remarkable story of the power of prayer.

All present were enlightened by the 
study and hoped it would bolster their faith 
in the living God. Mr. Mather anointed 

several persons. That evening the party 
traveled back to the Savannah Inn in Let-
hem.

The following day, Friday, Jan. 19, the 
party left for south Rupununi. 
The trail was very rough. Along 
the way the driver displayed his 
shooting skill by “taking out” a 
duck with his rifle.

The visitors arrived in Aishal-
ton very tired and checked into 
the government-run Guest 
House. Later they shared a meal 
with the Atkinson family and 
returned to the Guest House for 
a Bible study. Nineteen adults and 
children assembled for the meeting, 
which was interactive and dealt with 
God’s Holy Days. The management 
informed the group that lights would 
go off at 9 p.m., so everyone left for 
home. Later Mr. Mather had to turn off the 
lights himself! If he had known, the study 
could have continued a little longer.

The following morning 17 adults and 
children piled into the rented pickup and 
left for Awarewaunau, 20 miles away, to 
attend Sabbath services with the breth-
ren in that village. It was also special for 
member Eustace Rodriguez, who turned 
85 years old that day. It was a beautiful day 
and services were held in a spacious and 
beautiful hall, provided free of charge by 
the village chief.

The attendance was a shocking 56 
adults and children who gave praise to 
the Eternal for all His blessings. The 
group included members from two other 
Church of God groups as well as other per-
sons from the village. The attendance was 
almost double what was expected.

Maxwell Victor gave the sermonette on 
“Fire Prevention” and Kingsley Mather 
gave the sermon on “The Importance of 
Organizing Your Prayers.” The messages 
were greatly appreciated by all. 

After services the group enjoyed a deli-
cious lunch and fellowshipped. Brethren 
also congratulated Mr. Rodriguez on his 
85th birthday. He really appreciated the 

visit of the elder and deacon. The visitors 
were pleased at all they saw and many 
ideas were exchanged on the possible 
future of the Church in this area. 

On Sunday the group left for the 90-
mile, five-hour return trip to Lethem. It 
was a hot, dusty but much quieter trip. 
On Monday the two visitors returned to 
Georgetown.

All in all, it was a rewarding trip. Plans 
are underway to have the Church regis-
tered in Guyana. Brethren would appreci-
ate your prayers in this regard. They also 
request your prayers that transportation 
difficulties that brethren and the general 
population face in the Rupununi will be 
eased. This would also make it less costly 
and easier for pastors and others to visit the 
Rupununi Church family. 

Mr. Mather spent two days in George-
town and met five enthusiastic Good News 
subscribers. The young people asked 
many questions and requested guidance 
in dealing with many problems they face 
in Guyana.  UN

Above, members 
from Aishalton joined 
brethren and visitors 
in Awarewaunau; 
right, brethren in 
Wowetta, Guyana



4     UnitedNews  March/April 2007 United Church of God, an International Association

• Philippines (April 18 to 29).
• Nigeria (July 16 to Aug. 1).
• Ghana (Aug. 8 to 22).
• Kenya (Dec. 6 to 19).
All five projects involve serving as 

staff members for youth camps in these 
countries.

Fact sheets and application forms 
are available from local pastors or 

you may view and download them at 
the United Youth Corps Web page at 
www.ucg.org/youthcorps/. Most proj-
ects require about two weeks, includ-
ing travel.

New This Year—Financial 
Aid/Subsidy

This year, the United Church of God 
is offering to subsidize up to 50 percent 
of the airfare cost of all those accepted 
to serve on United Youth Corps proj-

ects. Also, those applicants who may 
have additional fund limitations can 
apply for additional financial aid. 

This is a new financial commitment 
that the United Church of God is mak-
ing to this exciting program for our 
young adults. Financial aid forms can 
be acquired from local pastors or the 
United Youth Corps Web page

Deadlines
The deadline for applications to 

the projects in the Philippines and 
Zambia was March 1, and the Nige-
ria and Ghana deadline is set for 
April 1. 

We encourage all of our young 
adults to take the chance to find out 
more about how you can make a posi-
tive difference in the Church and in the 
world while living unique international 
adventures. You can do all this by par-
ticipating in the United Youth Corps!

The United Youth Corps program 

offers opportunities for service, 
leadership training and travel for 
young adults in the Church. This is 
the eighth year of offering United 
Youth Corps opportunities and, to 
date, about 50 young adults have 
participated in 15 projects in eight 
countries.  UN

Doug Horchak is pastor of the Dal-
las and Sherman, Texas, congrega-
tions and coordinates the United Youth 
Corps program.

“Youth Corps,” continued from 
page 1

Seventh-day Adventists, Messianics, 
Christian Educational Fellowship, 
Christian Biblical Church of God, Fel-
lowship in God, Worldwide Church of 
God and independent Christians. Dur-
ing the weekend attendance peaked at 
460 on Saturday morning. 

Samuele Bacchiocchi was the key-
note speaker. His lectures included 
“My Search for the Sabbath at Vatican 
City,” “The Sabbath and the Savior,” 
“The Sabbath as a Time of Service” 
and “The Sabbath Under Crossfire: A 
Look at Recent Developments.”

Dr. Bacchiocchi spoke very favor-
ably of the United Church of God and 
the commitment of its members.

United News Australia, Jan.-March 
2007 

Canada Sees 
Responses to Letter 
and Beyond Today

During the first two weeks of Febru-
ary, the Canadian office mailed nearly 
6,600 subscriber development letters 
to recipients of The Good News maga-
zine coast-to-coast. The letter offered 
the Bible Study Course and the Holi-
days or Holy Days booklet. Responses 
started to come in almost right away by 
telephone. Mail responses are begin-
ning to come in at an encouragingly 
good rate.

The Beyond Today television pro-
gram continues to reach Canadians 
across the country week by week. To 
date the Canadian office has received 
a total of 1,155 responses. We look 
forward to receiving many more as the 
program is shown to more Canadian 
households as the network we are on 
expands and reaches a greater share of 
the market.

Anthony Wasilkoff

Australia Holds 
Leadership 
Training Weekend

To prepare for future growth and suc-
cession of leadership in the Church, the 
Pastoral Committee in Australia con-
ducted a Leadership Training Weekend 
Jan. 26 to 28, 2007.

The church pastors invited a total of 
15 couples from their respective areas 
who have demonstrated leadership 
potential.

These Leadership Training Week-
ends are patterned after similar pro-
grams that have been running in the 
United States. Ministerial Services at 
the home office assisted with the devel-
opment of the program in Australia by 
providing the material they have devel-
oped.

The Pastoral Committee is planning 
for this Leadership Training Weekend 
to become an annual event, with others 
participating in future years.

Bill Bradford

Australia Reports 
Sound Financial 
Position

The United Church of God –Australia 
finished the 2005-2006 year in a sound 
financial position and above budgetary 
expectations. The net result for the year 
was a surplus of $49,693 (all amounts 
in Australian dollars) compared to a 
budgeted deficit of $53,130, making us 
$102,823 better off for the year.

The income for the year totaled 
$1,100,319 compared to a budgeted 
amount of $994,691 producing a favor-
able variance of $105,628. 

UCG–Australia received an unqual-
ified opinion from the auditors this 
year for the first time in our history. 
The auditors removed their qualifica-
tion over cash. The way we received 
some of our income was always a con-
cern for the auditors. Those fears were 
allayed this year by their visit to one 
of our Holy Day services on Pentecost 
to observe the offering count. They 
were pleased with our procedures and 
also with our internal controls in the 
Australian National Office and hence 
removed the qualification.

Allan Hambleton; excerpted from 
United News Australia, January-
March 2007.

News
At a Glance

International “Chance” Meeting, Protection Highlight Nigerian Trip
by Oludare Akinbo

From Jan. 23 to Feb. 6, 2007, the 
associate senior pastor for Nigeria, 
Mark Mickelson, went to Nigeria to 
visit the Nigerian associate pastor, 
Oludare Akinbo, and the brethren in 
Owerri and Port Harcourt. He also 
searched out likely rocks for the rock 
climbing activity for the youth camp 
this summer.

A “Chance” Meeting?
Mr. Mickelson was to leave Spo-

kane, Washington, where he pastors, 
on Jan. 22, but a faulty plane caused 
him to leave a day later. He thought, “I 
am grateful God made them discover 
the fault before it left the ground!” He 
then had a four-hour delay in Amster-
dam, also due to a faulty plane, and he 
had to change planes again! 

These seeming unrelated events 
brought him into contact with Roger 
Quinn, an American who manages an 
oil servicing company in Nigeria and 
considers the country now his home. 
The two got talking. (Mr. Quinn said 
he figured this must be a rich oil work-
er and maybe he could get some busi-
ness coming his way!)

One thing led to another and they 
started to talk about the Church and the 
Bible. Mr. Mickelson gave him a copy 
of the current Good News and, after 
reading through it, Mr. Quinn said, 
“Hey, I like this. This is the truth. It 
sounds right and answers some of the 
questions I have been having as I read 
my Bible!” He had read enough of his 
Bible to wonder about the Trinity, the 
Sabbath and a few other issues. 

He was so enthusiastic to learn 
about God’s truth that he extended an 
invitation to visit him in Port Harcourt, 
in the Niger Delta part of Nigeria. We 

already planned to visit a member 
and his family in the city of Port Har-
court.

When we visited Port Harcourt, Mr. 
Quinn welcomed us into his house, 
and we had several hours of interest-
ing discussions about the Bible and 
the Church. When the landlord of the 
house came over for a visit, Mr. Quinn 
introduced Mr. Mickelson by saying, 
“This is my pastor, Mark Mickel-
son!” 

During a discussion of the prepara-
tions for camp and some of the mate-
rials and personnel needed, it came 
up that it would be wonderful to have 
archery as an activity if we could get 
the materials and an instructor. It 
turned out Mr. Quinn is quite good 
at using the bow and arrow and has 
many years of experience. He with-
out reservation volunteered to help. 

Since that time we 
have sent him a number 
of our booklets to help 
him continue to grow 
in his understanding. I 

believe that “chance” meeting was 
another example of the various ways 
God orchestrates events to bring peo-
ple into contact with the truth.

Protection and Divine 
Assistance

During the two-week trip, God pro-
tected us from possible harm or seri-
ous inconveniences in two dramatic 
ways.

On Jan. 29, we drove past Port Har-
court’s police station and main prison 
barely an hour before it was attacked 
by armed militants. These Niger Delta 
militants dynamited the walls of the 
prison, freeing over 112 prisoners and 
their incarcerated leader. They report-
edly terrorized the town for several 
hours, with a three-hour gun battle 
with the police. Had we been delayed 
about another hour or less, we would 
have been unable to leave town.

Akure—Political Rally Riot
On Feb. 3, after a Bible study for 

Good News subscribers in Akure in 
southwestern Nigeria, there was a 
violent riot resulting from a political 
rally. There were at least three report-
ed deaths and several hundred injured 
less than a quarter mile from the hotel 
we stayed in. At the time, we were vis-
iting with a member’s family in the 
neighboring town of Ondo, some 25 
minutes’ drive away. Apparently the 
riot played itself out just about a half 
hour before we returned.

Abeokuta—a Perfect Rock
God also led us to a perfect place for 

the summer camp rock climbing activ-
ity. We had searched for rocks suitable 
for climbing and were despairing of 
finding the right type in that part of the 
country when we “chanced” upon the 
perfect site. It was shaded, offers sev-
eral options and had test holes drilled 
into the smooth top surface at angles 
and distances apart exactly suitable for 
setting up a rope system.  UN

At the end of December 2006, a group 
of around 20 young adults from eight 
nations met in Belgium for a European 
year-end activity.

Most of them were baptized members 
of the United Church of God and came 
with the desire to grow in faith, learn more 
about God’s way of life and to spend time 
with brethren. Following the example of 
the Bereans, the young adults studied the 
Scriptures together daily to see “whether 
these things were so.” Their aim was not 
only to rehash well-known biblical teach-
ings and knowledge, but to delve deeper 
into their convictions. They asked the 
question, “Why do we do the things we 

do?” It was realized once again that the 
answer to the question “How can we learn 
more?” is not only by studying on one’s 
own, but also by exchanging our knowl-
edge and experience in unity with like-
minded people.

Every day the young adults came 
closer to their goal of better understand-
ing, stronger faith and deeper friendship 
with brethren by studying the Scriptures, 
spending time in healthy conversation and 
various activities. They went swimming, 
had long walks and enjoyed quiet evenings 
in front of the warm fire. Each day different 
people contributed to preparing a special 
meal. The Bible studies were prepared by 

various attendees and everybody had the 
opportunity to participate. 

Anyone interested in a similar activity 
can join us for a repeat this summer: Just 
send an e-mail to jakasp@gmx.net. Our 
European Summer Camp 2007 will be 
a multinational and perhaps multilingual 
event for teens and young adults from 17 
to 30. It will take place Aug. 13 to 20 in 
the beautiful eastern part of Belgium. Paul 
Kieffer, pastor in the German- and Dutch-
speaking areas, plans to attend the event, 
though he has asked the young adults to 
organize it. You are most welcome to attend 
camp with your European brethren.

Jako Kasper

Young Adults From Eight Nations Meet in Belgium

Coleman Nworgu and his family in 
Owerri; inset, Roger Quinn

Celebrating 10th anniversary of 
Australian National Office on Nov. 
19, 2006: Allan Hambleton, Roy 
Hickford, Reg Wright and Bill 
Eddington
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Beyond Today Web Site 
Shows Growth

The first 14 months of activity at the Beyond Today 
Web site, www.beyondtoday.tv, went very well. We 
are averaging 30,000 visitors per month, with a peak 

of 36,800 in August of 2006. Please see the monthly 
Web visitor graph. It’ll be interesting to see how our 
2007 calendar year compares!

Peter Eddington

Additional Radio Stations 
Airing Beyond Today

On Feb. 4, 2007, news/talk radio station WSAI 
1360 AM in Cincinnati, Ohio, was added to our radio 
lineup. This 5,000-watt station now broadcasts audio 
tracks of Beyond Today programs every Sunday 
morning at 7:30 a.m. Out of 276 media markets in the 
United States, Cincinnati is the 26th largest, having a 
metropolitan population of over 2.6 million people. 
Marvin Staggs, a member in the Cincinnati East con-
gregation, has volunteered to monitor each broadcast.

Also, 5,000-watt news/talk radio station WOKV 
690 AM in Jacksonville, Florida, began broadcasting 
Beyond Today on Feb. 18. The station also simulcasts 
its programming on 106.5 FM. The Jacksonville 
market is the country’s 51st largest, and WOKV is 
the flagship station of the National Football League’s 
Jacksonville Jaguars. The 912,000 residents of the 
metropolitan area now have the opportunity to hear 
Beyond Today every Sunday at 7 a.m., monitored by 
Matthew Lucas of the Jacksonville congregation.

John LaBissoniere

The Good News 
Heading for Half Million

The accompanying graphic shows the number of 
subscribers on our U.S. Good News file for March of 

the past seven years. We have 335,000 U.S. subscrib-
ers on file presently, and the number will grow more 
as our newest advertising gets underway.

For the remainder of the fiscal year we are working 
to raise The Good News magazine circulation back 
to around 500,000 copies worldwide. Our March/
April 2007 print run was 433,200 copies. With sev-
eral advertising opportunities planned for the next six 
months, in particular with the new funds made avail-
able, we anticipate reaching this goal of 500,000.

Peter Eddington

U.S. Members, Youth 
and Associated 
Statistics Displayed

The number of people on the U.S. file who say 
they are “members” of United, “youth” with United 
or “associated” with United, are shown here for the 
month of January for the past seven years. The current 
figure is 16,625. We saw a decline in this figure a year 
ago, but it appears to have leveled off now. Sometimes 

when church pastors are periodically asked to update 
their congregation listings we see this happen.

Peter Eddington
 

“Fantastic Increases” 
for Internet

There are some 
very encouraging 
increases on our 
various Web sites! 
Please compare 
the January 2007 
entries to previous 
years—some fan-
tastic increases!

Peter  
Eddington

Donors Up 19 Percent; 
Coworkers Up 14

As can be seen from the accompanying graph, 
the Church’s base of coworkers and donors con-
tinues to rise at a nice pace. As of January 2007 
we have 8,826 donors on file (19 percent increase 
over last January) and 3,495 coworkers (14 percent 
increase).

As in years past, our donors and coworkers play 
an increasing role in the financial stability of the 
Church. It is important that we continue to reach out 
to our readers to encourage them to be involved in 
what we’re doing. Our coworkers receive four letters 
a year from the president, letting them know what 

the Church is doing and how their donations are 
being carefully used.

Peter Eddington
 

January Total Mail 
Takes Big Jump

Take a look at the total amount of incoming mail 
processed in January 2007 compared to previous 
years (74,290 pieces)! We had an increase of 96 per-
cent over January of 2006 and an increase of 44 per-
cent over January of 2005, our previous high! Much 
thanks goes to the men and women who process our 

incoming and outgoing mail on a daily basis. It has 
been a heavy workload of late!

Peter Eddington

Good News 
Subscription Brochure 
Program Seeks More 
Volunteers

In 2006 more than 125 brethren and congregations 
in the United States participated in the Good News 
subscription brochure program. Members distributed 
over 71,000 brochures on 786 acrylic display units 

For many years, the “take one” distribution pro-

gram has been a cost-effective way of reaching new 
people with the gospel. Brochures cost under 4 cents 
each to print and distribute. In recent years, subscriber 
response has reached an excellent 2.6 percent at only 
$1.36 cost per response. 

Currently we have 62,000 subscription brochures 
in inventory awaiting distribution in the United States. 
We encourage additional brethren to become involved 
in the program. To request a supply of materials, please 
write to John LaBissoniere at john_labissoniere@ucg.
org or call him toll-free at (888) 369-9940.

John LaBissoniere

Beyond Today 
Commentary Offered on 
Web Sites

You may have noticed a new feature on the 
home pages of several of the Church’s Web 
sites. This 
feature is the 
new Beyond 
Today video 
commentary. 
The video 
commentar-
ies will focus 
on a variety of 
topics influ-
encing your 
world today. 
These videos 
were origi-
nally posted to online video sites such as Google 
and Yahoo video and the popular YouTube Web 
site. We are now making these informative and 
helpful commentaries available to our Web site 
visitors each Friday. Each weekly video offers 
a link to download that commentary or access 
related resources on the topic. 

Over 32,000 video views have occurred in the 
first two weeks since this new feature has been 
added to the Web sites. The commentary on Val-
entine’s Day itself generated nearly 20,000 video 
views in one week. This is shaping up to be a very 
popular addition to the Church’s Web presence.

Aaron Booth

New Print Ads Tested
A vital element in our ongoing print advertising 

efforts is to regularly test new promotional themes. 
During the past six years we have designed no less 
than 27 new ad ideas, offering a variety of biblical and 
family-living topics to potential subscribers. 

For instance, during this fiscal year alone, six new 
themes are being tested through our supermarket 
“take one” advertising campaign now underway 
in locations across the United States. These themes 
include the United States and Britain in prophecy, 
holidays/Holy Days, the Middle East, heaven/hell, 
marriage and family and managing finances.

In just a three-year period, including this fiscal year, 
various new topics have been or will be offered to over 
27 million households through card packs, “take one” 
brochures and direct mail co-op packages.

Our objective in testing different subjects is not 
only to advertise varied aspects of the gospel message, 
but to determine which of them generates the highest 
response. After discovering this, we often return again 
and again to marketing particular subjects in order to 
get the most from our promotional budget.

For example, over the years we have found the 
themes of “enduring peace” and “what happens after 
death?” have outperformed many of our other promo-
tions. These subjects are again being advertised this 
fiscal year to nearly 9 million households through card 
packs and through 100,000 subscription brochures 
being distributed by Church brethren. 

(Interested brethren in the United States can contact 
John LaBissoniere at john_labissoniere@ucg.org or 
by toll-free phone at 888-369-9940 for more informa-
tion about participating in this program.)

John LaBissoniere

News
At a GlanceMedia

WNPonline.org monthly 
visitors, January 2006-2007

U.S. Good News subscribers, March of year

New Beyond Today Commentary

More than 71,000 subscription brochures were 
distributed in the United States last year

U.S. donors, January 2001-2007

Beyond Today Web site visitors 2005 to 2007

Total number of U.S. members, Church youth 
and those who consider themselves associated 
with United (January of year)

Total U.S. mail processed, January 1999-2007
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Council of Elders Approves 2007-2008 Plan
Clyde Kilough, who updated the Council 
on efforts at the home office since the last 
meetings.

President’s Report
Mr. Kilough commented that overall, 

there is steady progress toward accom-
plishing goals set in the current Operation 
Plan. He expressed confidence that by the 
end of the fiscal year, goals will be met 
or exceeded in each area. He then gave 
the Council a more detailed report on the 
areas of Ministerial Services, Media and 
Communication Services and Finance 
and Administration. 

Ministerial Services
On behalf of Jim Franks, Ministerial 

Services operation manager, Mr. Kilough 
reported that: 

• A plan has been implemented to 
coordinate responses to questions that 
require a doctrinal response that come to 
the Church through Web sites and regu-
lar mail, which will assure that consistent 
answers are provided.

• A conference for U.S. and Cana-
dian Feast of Tabernacles coordinators 
was held in Dallas in early February. 
Topics that were discussed included site 
planning, housing registration processes, 
transfer policies, special music, speaking 
schedules, seminars, youth activities and 
brochure development.

• In January the final two-day regional 
conferences were held for full-time U.S. 
pastors on the subject of identifying and 
training new leaders.

• The first two weeks of a six-week 
ministerial development program were 
completed in January. The purpose of the 
program is to assure that each man hired 
into the full-time ministry receives the 
optimal level of training. The first ses-
sion was attended by the 11 elders hired 
in the United States in the last three years 
and four pastors from international areas. 
Mr. Kilough commented that this train-
ing program is valuable because it pro-
vides the opportunity for consistent and 
intensive training in a way the Church has 
never done before.

• In June, Mr. Kilough, Richard Pinelli 
and Lyle Welty will travel to Chile to pro-
vide a ministerial development seminar 
for all the elders in South America.

• The 2007 Ambassador Bible Center 
academic program started on Jan. 7 with 
a class of 54. The class is described as 
excited and very responsive. The admin-
istration continues to focus on character 
development, emphasizing to the students 
that ABC is of little value unless it changes 
the way they live. A new elective speech 
class and a class called Foundations of 
Faith have been added to the curriculum. 
The Foundations class is being recorded 
and will be made available to congrega-
tions on CD. This will complete the class 
recording project, making all core classes 
available to Church members.

• A new online magazine will soon be 
launched to replace Anchor. The as-yet-
unnamed e-magazine will cover all areas 
of focused education.

Media and Communications 
Services

Mr. Kilough then moved on to an 
overview of statistics provided by Peter 
Eddington, Media and Communications 
Services operation manager, that indi-
cate growth and progress in our effort to 
preach the gospel.

The Good News print run for 
the March/April 2007 issue will be 
435,000. Although the number of 
magazines printed each issue has not 
increased significantly, the goal has 

been to reduce the number of news-
stand and waiting room issues and 
increase the number of actual subscrib-
ers. There are currently over 323,000 
U.S. subscribers on file. It is anticipated 
that the circulation will rise to nearly 
500,000 as a result of increased adver-
tising this spring.

World News and Prophecy circulation 
is nearing 45,000 and may reach 60,000 
by the end of the current fiscal year (June 
30).

Mr. Kilough reported that three fourths 
of Vertical Thought readers are now out-
side the Church. From approximately 
5,000 visitors to the Vertical Thought 
Web site per month in January 2006, 
the number increased to approximately 
17,000 per month in December. Also, 
over the past two months approximately 
1,200 new people have subscribed to 
Vertical News—a monthly e-mail. Most 
of this increase is due to advertising on 
Google and Yahoo. In conjunction with 
this advertising, Vertical Thought is also 
receiving a surge in subscriptions.

Media personnel met Jan. 24 and 25 
at the home office to assess the media 
efforts of the Church in order to improve 
their effectiveness. Discussions high-
lighted the need for publications to be 
written from the heart, to be compel-
ling and to emphasize the need to turn to 
repentance.

Recently Beyond Today presenters 
have been taping two- to three-minute 
program commentaries that are being 
placed on Web sites such as YouTube 
and recently on several UCG Web sites. 
There has been some discussion of work-

ing toward expanding that effort to a daily 
video commentary.

In April an advertisement for The 
Good News and The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy will appear in Reader’s Digest 
(U.S. circulation, 10.5 million). In April 
and May an ad will also appear in Parents 
and American Baby (4.5 million readers) 
offering The Good News and Marriage 
and Family: The Missing Dimension.

For more of the media updates, see 
“Media News at a Glance,” page 5 this 
issue and page 7 last issue.

Visit With Pinnacle
Prior to the Council meetings, Mr. 

Kilough and Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick 
traveled to Irvine, California, to meet with 
representatives of Pinnacle Claims Man-
agement, which administers the Church’s 
employee group health insurance. 

In comparison to other group insur-
ance programs they administer, Pinnacle 
representatives described United’s health 
plan as balanced and middle-of-the-road, 
with a very good package for retirees.

Planning Documents for 
2007-2008

Mr. Kilough said that this year’s Stra-
tegic Plan was not changed from last year. 
The Council plans a process to exten-
sively edit and modify the Strategic Plan, 
starting in the May meetings, so that a 
new plan will be completed in time to be 
used in the planning process next year.

The General Conference of Elders 
will receive a copy of the Strategic Plan, 
Operation Plan and budget with the call-
and-notice packet for the 2007 Annual 
Meeting of the General Conference of 
Elders, which is scheduled to be mailed 
on March 14, 2007.

In summarizing income trends and 
detailing the proposed budget for the next 
fiscal year, Dr. Kirkpatrick emphasized 
that all credit for the Church’s financial 
circumstance goes to God for His bless-
ing. Income continues to be strong, and 
expenses are under control.

Dr. Kirkpatrick reviewed some num-
bers that indicate the Church’s income 
trend.  The fiscal year 2005-2006 ended 
with a total increase in unrestricted 
income of 7.8 percent over the previous 
year. This was early evidence of a break-
out from a well-defined narrow band of 
income growth. For the nine fiscal years 
ending June 30, 2006, the compound 
growth rate was 3.5 percent.

Further evidence is indicated by 
income over the last two years. For the 
last two consecutive 365-day periods 
ending Feb. 16, the growth rate was 7.65 
percent per year. For the 365-day period 
ending on that date, the growth rate is 9.2 
percent. And for the current fiscal year 
through Feb. 16, the growth rate is 10.9 
percent.

Based on the income trend, the pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 2007-2008 
is $25 million, compared to the original 
budget for the current fiscal year of $21.3 

million. The single biggest increase in the 
budget is the addition of $1.6 million for 
public proclamation. 

The budget also includes increased 
international subsidies, mostly to com-
pensate for the continuing weakness of 
the U.S. dollar, and for the hiring of as 
many as five ministerial trainees and an 
expansion of the ministerial develop-
ment program. There is also a significant 
increase in funding to support the Youth 
Corps program. Support will continue 
for the hymnal project, ABC Continuing 
Education seminars and a women’s edu-
cation program.

Media and Communications Services 
anticipates a Good News print run of 
approximately 750,000 by the end of fis-
cal year 2007-2008. Some of the money 
allocated to Media and Communications 
Services is not specifically budgeted at 
this time. Rather than lock into a simple 
extension of present media programs, 
decisions will be finalized as Larry Saly-
er settles into his position as the newly 
appointed operation manager, effective 
in the summer of 2007.

Council Nomination Process
Bill Eddington introduced a sugges-

tion to change the nomination process. 
Mr. Eddington proposed that, rather than 
asking for their name to be removed from 
the nomination list, elders should have an 
opportunity to indicate that they are will-
ing to be nominated. This approach, he 
said, would reduce the size of the nomi-
nation list and assure that those whose 
names are on it are willing to be nomi-
nated and elected to the Council. This 
change in the process could be accom-
plished by a change to the documenta-
tion that goes out at the first stage of the 
nomination process.

Feb. 28 Mr. Eddington presented the 
Council with a detailed description of the 
process and a resolution to place the pro-
posal before the General Conference of 
Elders for their consideration at the annual 
meeting. Eleven Council members voted 
in favor of the resolution; Joel Meeker 
voted against. The details of the proposed 
new process will be included in the call-
and-notice packet for the annual meeting.

2007 Feast Video Update
The sermon video this year will 

focus on Europe. The theme of the 
message will be based on the prophecy 
in Daniel 2:44 of Jesus establishing the 
eternal Kingdom of God. The message 
will survey what is presently occur-
ring in Europe and what is prophesied 
to take place. It will also highlight the 
lives of Church members in Europe.

Peter Eddington is planning a trip 
to Europe in June to shoot video of the 
region and to interview brethren.

Local Congregation Web 
Site and Webcasting 
Guidelines

Peter Eddington suggested edits to the 

Church’s “Web Site Policy,” which was 
originally written in March 1999. After 
Council discussion, Mr. Kilough intro-
duced a resolution to accept the policy 
as edited, which was approved unani-
mously.

Mr. Eddington also suggested edits 
to the “Local Congregation Webcasting 
Guidelines.” Feb. 26 he presented an 
edited version, which includes statements 
about on-demand audio and video of ser-
mons and expands the policy to include 
national offices. Clyde Kilough offered a 
resolution to adopt the policy, which the 
Council unanimously approved. 

GCE Planning
On Feb. 25, Mr. Dick walked the Coun-

cil through the proposed schedule for the 
business and fellowship activities for the 
upcoming annual meeting of the General 
Conference of Elders May 6. The Council 
also discussed the speakers for the Sabbath 
service on May 5 and reviewed the topics 
and presenters for the seminars to be pre-
sented on May 7.

The Q&A format for the president 
and operation managers will be revised, 
providing an opportunity for all elders 
to participate (even if they will not be 
attending). 

Good News Subtitle
The subtitle for The Good News is 

“A Magazine of Understanding.” At the 
recent managing editors conference there 
was discussion of changing the subtitle. 
Mr. Kilough pointed out the dilemma that, 
though the magazine is titled Good News, 
the witness and warning message of the 
gospel sometimes includes “bad news.” A 
different subtitle can help clarify the seem-
ing discrepancy.

The editors offered several suggestions 
for the Council to consider, including: 

• The Good News—Hope Beyond 
Today’s Troubled World.

• The Good News—Hope Beyond 
Today’s World.

• The Good News—Beyond Today’s 
Troubled World.

Using the phrase beyond today ties the 
magazine to our television program. 

After discussion Feb. 25 and 28, Larry 
Salyer commented that it would be better 
to take more time to make this decision. 
Mr. Kilough agreed that, while a change 
does need to be made, it is not urgent that 
it be done at this meeting. He tabled the 
topic until the next Council meetings.

The Council also spent time in closed 
session hearing details of a proposal 
to prepare for the future needs of the 
Church. The proposal was unanimously 
approved and is being sent to the GCE 
for approval. It will also be presented in 
UCG congregations March 17.

The Council unanimously approved 
the Strategic Plan, Operation Plan and 
budget to be sent on to the General 
Conference of Elders. Complete Coun-
cil reports are available at www.ucg.
org/about/council/updates.htm.  UN

Larry Salyer and Peter Eddington share 
a lighter moment (photo by Vic Kubik)

studies, the additional seminars offered 
at some Feast sites were also discussed. 
Last year there were 12 such seminars, 

and exit surveys indicated that these 
presentations were appreciated by the 
brethren.

Of special note, we are anticipating hav-
ing a new hymnal in time for the Feast this 

fall. In conjunction with this new hymnal, 
coordinators requested that advance cop-
ies be sent to the Festival pianists and 
songleaders. 

Additional discussions centered 

on reports from this year’s Religious 
Conference Management Association 
Conference, facility contracts, industry 
trends, budgeting, Web sites and activi-
ties.

New sites for 2007 will be Alaska and 
Jordan. We will not have the Feast in 
Hawaii this year but anticipate returning 
there in 2008.

David Treybig

“Feast,” continued from page 1

“Council,” continued from page 1
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A Lesson in Due 
Season

My husband, Craig, and I attended Ambas-
sador Bible Center in 2003. Since we’re from 
Australia, it took a lot of effort to come—a year 
of saving money and squillions of U.S. Immi-
gration Department forms to fill out. But our 
experience was worth all the trouble. We learned 
a lot—and not just about the Bible either! One 
of the things we learned was a small but spe-
cial insight into God’s plan that we could never 
have predicted we would 
learn—something that, if 
we weren’t from the south-
ern hemisphere, we’d have 
probably taken for granted 
all our lives.

If this hasn’t already got 
you curious, let me add a 
little bit more background. 
We live in the city of Mel-
bourne. It’s famous for its 
“four seasons in a day” 
weather. Here, there is no 
clear demarcation between 
the seasons. Winter blends into spring, which 
merges into summer, which drifts into autumn 
(fall), which slides back into winter. 

This is quite a contrast to our experience in 

Cincinnati. When the snow melted—wow! The 
leaves budded almost overnight. It seemed that 
within days the stark, bare trees were full with 
greenery. Our favorite word around that time 
was lush.

In Cincinnati, as with the rest of the northern 
hemisphere, Passover and Unleavened Bread 
occur during the springtime. But this is not the 
case in Melbourne, Australia. For us, late March 
to mid April is a pleasant time of year, but the 
leaves are yellow, red and brown. The weather 
is cooling down, not warming up. 

So the spring in Cincinnati hit us with full 
force, and at the “wrong” time of year. However, 
according to the way God has arranged His Holy 
Days, it was really the right time! Knowing as 
we do that for ancient Israel, God’s annual Holy 
Days were closely connected with the agricul-
tural harvest seasons, the symbolism of this time 
of year became so obvious to us—resurrection, 
rejuvenation and the beginning of a new life in 

Jesus Christ. 
As we witnessed the trees and 

flowers coming to life almost lit-
erally before our eyes, the mean-
ing of Passover and Unleavened 
Bread also came to life in a new 
and exciting way. After a long 
and cold winter, the spring was 
a welcome change, giving us a 
renewed burst of energy. 

Similarly, Passover and 
Unleavened Bread symbol-
ize the death of our “old man” 
(Romans 6:6) and the zealous 

renewal of our commitment to God’s way of 
life (1 Corinthians 5:7-8). 

Like a scripture that’s been read a thousand 
times before that suddenly jumps out in a new 

and unexpected way, we got a real buzz out of 
this extra little insight into how God has arranged 
His plan of salvation for us down to the finest 
details—even making the various Holy Days, 
with what they represent on a spiritual level, fall 
at the appropriate time of year. What a clever, 
wise God we have! 

So whenever I consider whether our time 
at ABC was worth all the effort, I remember 
among everything else this little lesson, and I 
have no doubt about it. 

Natalie McQueen
Melbourne East congregation, Australia

Fertile Soil—Parable 
of the Sower

Most of us are familiar with the par-
able of the sower in Matthew 13:3-10. 
The explanation of this parable is in Mat-
thew 13:18-23. These scriptures explain 
that this parable is about the message of 
the Kingdom of God. This message is 
represented by the seed sown in differ-
ent places; some by the wayside, some on stony 
ground, some among thorns. But when the seed 
is sown in good (fertile, rich) soil, it produces a 
good yield. 

We all want the seed we sow to fall on fertile 
soil. One of the most logical places we can look 
for fertile soil is right under our noses. We have 
the opportunity to sow in fertile soil when we 
teach God’s way of life to children, especially 
our children and grandchildren. Their minds 
have not yet been clogged with the thorny, stony 
ways of the world. If we can start teaching them 
while they’re young, good crops should be pro-
duced when the seed comes to fruition. 

As we nourish them physically and emotion-
ally, we should also be sure they are nourished 
spiritually. By teaching and training them in 
God’s Word, we are sowing spiritual seed in 
their lives. “Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it” (Proverbs 22:6).

Look at children as a field of good rich soil. 
The soil has been prepared and is ready for the 
seed to be planted. You plant the seed by teach-
ing them God’s Word and water them by lov-
ing them, setting the right example and helping 
them make the right choices as they grow up. 
Just as you take care of all their physical needs, 
you should also be sure that they know they are 

loved and cared for. 
Help them to be nourished 

spiritually by taking every 
opportunity to teach and train 
them in God’s laws. “And 
these words which I command 
you today shall be in your 
heart; you shall teach them 
diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, when 

you walk by the way, when you lie down and 
when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7).

God’s commandments and laws should be so 
ingrained in our children that when they leave 
their home and go out into the world, God’s 
Word will go with them. Remember, we plant 
the seed, water and nourish it, but it’s God who 
gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6-7). 

Pray for your children that, as you plant the 
seed, God will increase their understanding in 
His ways and that, as they grow up, they will 
produce a good yield in their lives.

 Shelby Faith
St. Louis, Missouri, congregation

Children’s Corner
Parable of the Sower

Jesus told many stories, or parables, such as this one: “A farmer went out to sow his 
seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 
because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, 
and they withered because they had no root.

“‘Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed 
fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown” 
(Matthew 13:3-8, New International Version).

Then Jesus told His students what this story meant. We must avoid the dangers. 
If we are hardheaded, like the hard path, we won’t understand God’s truth. If we are 
shallow and don’t deeply love God, we won’t have deep roots and will be scorched 
when problems come. If we let thorns like toys, TV and other things take all our time, 
time for God will get crowded out. We won’t grow good fruit.

We are to be like the good dirt. We need to let God’s words grow in us so we do the 
things God wants us to do—like a plant growing good fruit. 

Talk to your parents about this story. And find the words in this word search. Words 
can go forward, backward, up, down or at an angle in all eight directions!

L T M M X S H H R M

I S N R O H T E X R

O C O S T M W O D W

S O S  E F O K K N C

T R D L S E E D G Y

W C R B F T S L P N

D H I A D W U X K P

P E B R H O N B O Z

C D K A P G O R V D

F N D P W G C G M Z

Turning the Hearts . . . 
Caring for Your Elderly Parents, Part 4

In previous issues we’ve seen some of the feelings and problems involved 
in the aging process. This time let’s explore some possible solutions.

It is clear that an elderly person’s family is looked on as the greatest 
source of aid. “The evidence shows that the family is still a very important 
source of meaningful social interaction for the elderly. Research studies 
have found things like this: sixty-two percent of people aged sixty-five and 
over have a son or daughter within walking distance; eighty-four percent 
live within one hour of at least one of their children, and only seven percent 
live further away than two hours… For most older people, that family is still the most important aspect 
of their social world” (Dean Black, The Older Person and the Family, 1973, pages 167 and 169).

In some cultures it is automatically assumed that the aged parents will move in with the children. 
This is a means of carrying on family traditions and a source of stabilization for the grandchildren.

Most will agree (especially in light of 1 Timothy 5) that the family needs some involvement with 
the aging parents. But, how much? And what can be done where the child is deficient?

While 36 percent of elderly people live with their children, only 8 percent feel it is desirable to do 
so (Black, page 166). In fact, in one study 77 percent of elderly people interviewed would rather live 
elsewhere than with their children. Some children don’t understand this. They may try to coerce their 
parents to come live with them.

Some practically “parent” their parents like children, and others virtually abandon them. Caring and 
concern are vital, according to what the individual parent needs and what the child is able to supply. 
Without care and concern, parents feel abandoned and neglected. Many a senior citizen has sat lonely 
while he awaited a visit of concern from his family. Some are still waiting.

Others feel the joy of seeing their children and grandchildren and the knowledge that those dear to 
them care. They are never too old to enjoy being touched, embraced and loved. They perk right up 
knowing someone cares. Letters from children and grandchildren far away mean so much (Proverbs 
17:6). A telephone call to express concern and affection adds much to the older person’s life. Even 
though many children live close by, not all of them show concern.

As long as parents are in good health, they ought to be encouraged to remain at home. This appears to 
be the best place for them as they will be more comfortable at home. Encourage them to make use of their 
leisure time by enjoying friends their age. Many activities for senior citizens are available in local commu-
nities. Making new friends at the senior citizens’ center can help relieve their craving for companionship. 
They may learn new games, take trips and get counseling from competent individuals.

With diligence, a child may help his or her aged parent find visiting nurse services, housekeeping 
services, home-delivered meals, telephone reassurance programs, transportation services, visiting pro-
grams, day-care centers and financial help, if necessary. These are usually community-sponsored, and 
there are other private organizations that offer help for the elderly who choose to remain in their homes. 
For most in good health, this is best, with frequent caring visits, calls and letters from their children.

What about when they are no longer able to cope on their own? We’ll cover that next time.
Gary E. Antion

WORD BANK
birds
crop
good

parables
root

scorched
seed
soil

sower
stony
sun

thorns
Word search by Shelby Faith
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Transferring Within  
the United States or  
Canada

• U.S. and Canadian head-of-household 
members should fill out the Festival Registra-
tion form found below.

• Indicate your preferred transfer site on 
the registration form.

• This form is to be given to the Festival 
adviser in your local congregation on April 7, 
14 or 21.

• Automatic transfer approval is expected for 
all U.S. and Canadian sites except Anchorage, 
Alaska [which requires a special application]; 
Panama City Beach, Florida; and Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado. Pastors will receive transfer 
notification by May 26. 

Transferring to a Site  
Outside the United States or 
Canada

• Please fill out the registration form.
• Any member wishing to transfer to a site 

outside the U.S. or Canada should contact the 
Festival coordinator of that site directly. Some 
contact information is provided in this supple-
ment, with site descriptions, and some additional 
housing information may be provided in the Fes-
tival Planning Brochure.

• Please do not make nonrefundable travel 
arrangements until you receive an acceptance let-
ter for that site.

• Further information and housing lists 
will be made available to those accepted for 
transfer.

Transferring Into the United 
States or Canada From Other 
Areas

• Brethren wishing to transfer to a U.S. or 
Canadian site from another country will auto-
matically be accepted. 

However, please have your minister con-
tact the home office via e-mail at USFes-
tival@ucg.org. The information provided 
should include the requester’s name, num-
ber of adults age 20 and over, number of 
teens, number of those 12 and under and the 
Feast site requested.

• The home office will forward pertinent 
information to the respective Festival site 
coordinators.

If You Want to Transfer to a Site Other Than Your Assigned Site... Key Dates to Remember
April 7, 14, 21  U.S. and Canadian head-

of-household members should clip out their 
completed 2007 Festival Registration form 
(see below left) and give it to their local Festi-
val adviser at Sabbath services.

Late April  Festival Planning Brochure 
mailed to member households.

May 26  Notification at services if any sites can-
not accept all transfer requests (automatic transfer 
approval is expected for all U.S. and Canadian 
sites except Anchorage, Alaska [which requires a 
special application]; Panama City Beach, Florida; 
and Steamboat Springs, Colorado).

June 3  Members attending a U.S. or Cana-
dian Feast site may begin making reservations 
from the list of accommodations supplied in 
the Festival Planning Brochure.

2007 Festival Fund
	 To	meet	Festival	expenses	throughout	the	world,	U.S.	members	are	asked	to	send	in	a	10-percent	donation	from	their	
expected	second	tithe	total	(a	tithe	of	the	tithe).	Canadian	members	may	make	a	similar	donation	to	the	Canadian	office.
	 •	 Please	indicate	the	amount	you	are	sending	in	the	spaces	below.
	 •	 Include	your	personal	identification	number	(PIN)	from	your	latest	United News	or	Good News	label.
	 •	 Make	your	check	payable	to	United Church of God	and	label	it	“Festival	Fund.”
	 •	 Clip	out	and	enclose	the	completed	form,	along	with	your	check,	in	one	of	the	labeled	reply	envelopes		 	
mailed	to	you	recently	from	the	home	office.
	 •	 Affix	postage	and	mail.

Your	PIN:

	 U	___		___		___		___		___		___		___		___		___		___	 	 	 Donation	Amount	Enclosed:	 							$
Name	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Address	 	 	 	 	 	 City	 	 	 	 State/Province	 Zip/Postal	Code

2007 Festival Registration
United States and Canadian head-of-household members should clip out or copy this form and take it to services on 

April 7, 14 or 21, 2007. It	should	be	filled	out	and	given	to	the	Festival	adviser	in	the	local	congregation.
Members	wishing	to	transfer	to	a	U.S.	or	Canadian	site from another country will	automatically	be	accepted;	however,	please	

have	your	pastor	contact	the	home	office	via	e-mail	at	USFestival@ucg.org.	The	information	should	include	the	requester’s	name,	
the	Feast	site	requested,	the	number	of	adults	age	20	and	over,	number	of	teens	and	the	number	of	those	age	12	and	under.

Any	member	wishing	to	transfer	to	a	site	outside the United States or Canada	should	contact	the	Festival	coordinator	of	that	
site	directly.	Some	additional	information	may	be	in	the	Festival Planning Brochure.

Name	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Home	Telephone	 Work	Telephone	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (							)	 	 (							)	 	

Address	 	 	 	 	 	 City	 	 	 State/Province	 Zip/Postal	Code

How many in your Number	of	Adults	 Number	of	Teens	 Number	of	Children		 For	those	attending	FYI	classes,	please	indicate:
household will attend? (over	age	20)	 (ages	13	to	19)	 (ages	12	and	under)	 	 Kindergarten	(ages	5-6)	__	 1st	grade	(ages	6-7)	__
	 	 	 ________		 ________		 ________		 	 2nd	&	3rd	(ages	7-9)	__	 4th	&	5th	(ages	9-11)	__

Where are you 	 Name	of	Site	(including	those	transferring	internationally)	 (Automatic	transfer	approval	is	expected	for	all	U.S.	and	Canadian
planning to attend?	 	 	 	 	 	 	 sites	except	Anchorage,	Panama	City	Beach	and	Steamboat	Springs.		
	 	 	 _________________________________________________	 Pastors	will	receive	transfer	notification	by	May	26.)

Number	of	Single	Adults	 	 	 Number	of	Seniors	(age	60	and	over;	include	spouse	even	if	under	60)

_______	 	 	 	 _______

Special Needs: 	 Handicapped	Parking		 Wheelchair		 Deaf	 Hard	of	Hearing	 Need	Translation	(specify)
	 	 	 [							]	(driver	only)	 	 [							]	 	 [							]	 [							]	 	 [							]	____________________________

***Do Not Mail to Home Office—Contact Local Festival Adviser or Pastor for Registration***

2007 Feast Sites
Argentina
Australia
	 Caloundra,	Queensland
	 Devonport,	Tasmania
	 Merimbula,	New	South	Wales
Bahamas
Barbados
Bolivia
Brazil
British Isles
Cameroon
Canada 
	 Collingwood,	Ontario
	 Kelowna,	British	Columbia
	 Moncton,	New	Brunswick
	 Regina,	Saskatchewan
	 St.	John’s,	Newfoundland
Chile
Estonia
France
Germany
Ghana
Guatemala
Guyana
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Jordan
Kenya
Malawi
Mexico
New Zealand
Nigeria
Peru
Philippines
	 Baguio	City
	 Davao	City
	 Iloilo	City
Portugal
Rwanda
St. Lucia
Singapore
South Africa
	 George
	 Uvongo
Sri Lanka
Togo
United States 
	 Anchorage,	Alaska
	 Bend-Redmond,	Oregon
	 Branson,	Missouri
	 Cincinnati,	Ohio/Northern	Kentucky
	 Escondido	(San	Diego),	California
	 Jekyll	Island,	Georgia
	 Kerrville,	Texas
	 Lancaster,	Pennsylvania
	 Panama	City	Beach,	Florida
	 Steamboat	Springs,	Colorado
	 Wisconsin	Dells,	Wisconsin
Additional sites are planned, but most will not 
encourage transfers.
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Argentina
Mendoza

We again are planning to have the Feast 
of Tabernacles for Argentina and central 
Chile in the beautiful city of Mendoza, 
Argentina.

Mendoza is in the foothills of the 
Andes, in the western part of Argentina. It 
is actually closer to Santiago, Chile, than 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina. It is about 240 
miles from Santiago and can be reached 
by plane either from Buenos Aires or from 
Santiago.

We advise brethren from other parts of 
the world to fly directly to Mendoza. 

Most of the members in Chile and 
Argentina will be housed in the Hotel 
Ejercito de los Andes, which will also 
be the location for services. Unfortu-
nately, this hotel is not large enough to 
accommodate our visitors. However, we 
have located a four-star hotel nearby, the 
Hotel Ibis. The cost is $30 per day for 
single occupancy or $15 per day per 
person for double occupancy. You can 
have your meals at the same hotel for a 
very reasonable price besides the cost 
given above.

You can also choose to have your meals 
with the rest of the local brethren in the 
Hotel Ejercito de los Andes at very reason-
able prices. Lunch or dinner will be just the 
equivalent of $4. 

You can also choose to stay in other 
hotels of the same or higher category in 
the vicinity. However, we recommend the 
Hotel Ibis because of its nice quality and its 
closeness to the main hotel where we will 
have services. All of the brethren who have 
stayed in this hotel have been very pleased. 
Transportation by taxi is very reasonable, 
so you do not need to rent a car.

To get more information about the 
hotels, you can contact the Hotel Ejercito 
de los Andes in Mendoza at www.molise.
com.ar and the Hotel Ibis at www.ibisho-
tel.com

Temperatures in Mendoza for the 
Feast time of the year are in the 70s, and 
normally there is no rain during Feast 
time. Nice summer clothing will be 
appropriate.

Those of you who choose to attend the 
Feast in Mendoza will not regret your deci-
sion. You will have the opportunity to meet 
hundreds of your brethren from this part 
of the world and at the same time enjoy 
the beautiful surroundings. We will help 
you as much as possible with your reser-
vations. 

We look forward to receiving our visi-
tors. We know this will be a great opportu-
nity for all of us to be together in this part 
of the world and strengthen one another in 
God’s Festival. There will be translation 
into English for all of the services. This 
year we are asking our English-speaking 
brethren to bring a small portable radio and 
earphones to receive your translations into 
English. 

Location of Services: Auditorium of 
the Hotel Ejercito de los Andes, Mendoza, 
Argentina.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
8 p.m. 

Reservations: You do not need to 
send money for your reservations now, 
but please confirm that you are coming as 
soon as you decide. You can e-mail Saul 
Langarica at slangarica@unidachile.org 
or write to us at Casilla 10384, Santiago, 
Chile.

Saul Langarica

Australia
Caloundra

Caloundra, a tropical ocean resort town, 
is again our location for the Feast of Taber-
nacles in 2007. Caloundra is a 90-minute 
drive north of Brisbane and an easy motor-
way drive from the Brisbane International 
Airport.

A new air-conditioned facility, the Lake 
Kawana Community Centre, is our meet-
ing venue, located between the towns of 
Caloundra and Mooloolaba and a short 
10-minute drive from any accommoda-
tions in these areas. 

There are many one- to three-bedroom 
units in the area, self-contained (with 
kitchen, etc.), ranging from luxury units to 
economy. Most are beach resorts that are 
located on or within walking distance from 
the beach or ocean. Many are in high rises 
that give spectacular ocean views. Restau-
rants are plentiful and varied in cuisine and 
very good! 

Beach and ocean dictate the recre-
ational activities for the area, though there 
are plenty of other favorite spots for visi-
tors such as Steve Irwin’s Australia Zoo, 
complete with croc feeding. Some take 
advantage of the opportunity to visit the 
Great Barrier Reef either before or after 
the Feast. Many of our visitors are able to 
spot whales offshore migrating at that time 
of the year.

Weather will be warm and generally 
sunny and perfect for outdoor activi-
ties. 

Activities will include a get-acquainted 
function at the beginning of the Feast, 
Family Day, a senior citizens’ tour and a 
dinner dance. 

Since our dinner dance is a special activ-
ity, we will need to know if you would like 
to attend. Reserve your place by notify-
ing me at billbradford@bigpond.com.
au by Sept. 1, 2007, if you would like to 
attend. Payment can be made after you 
arrive at the Feast. Please check our Web 
site, www.ucg.org.au/fot/2006qld.asp, 
for information and updates about these 
activities and other information about the 
Feast in Caloundra. 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Reservations: Learn about what the 
area offers and find a wide range of accom-

modations on these two Web sites, www.
caloundratourism.com.au or www.moolo-
olababeach.com.

We are able to accommodate large 
numbers of international visitors, but if 
you plan to attend, please notify us that 
you will be coming.

If you need assistance or would like spe-
cific information, feel free to contact Bill 
Bradford at billbradford@bigpond.com.
au or call +61 7 3711 5599 or write him 
at P.O. Box 535, Brisbane, Queensland 
4001, Australia. 

Bill Bradford

Devonport, Tasmania
At the mouth of Tasmania’s Mersey 

River lies the vibrant, tourist-oriented sea-
port city of Devonport. It welcomes thou-
sands of visitors each year, and is known as 
the “gateway” to Tasmania.

This year the Feast of Tabernacles 
will be celebrated at the Yacht Club in 
Devonport—nestled on the bank of the 
Mersey River, only minutes away from 
the “Spirit of Tasmania” ferry terminal 
and 10 minutes from the Devonport 
Airport.

Drive for an hour to the east and you 
will arrive in Launceston, one of the old-
est cities in Australia. An hour and a half 
drive will bring you to the World Heritage 
area of Cradle Mountain. Food and wine, 
history and heritage, wildlife and natural 
beauty are just a short trip away. Caves, 
canyons, rivers and mountains are all 
within easy reach.

Locally there are parks and walkways 
that follow both the river and the foreshore. 
Good cafes and restaurants abound both 
in Devonport and the surrounding town-
ships. Fancy a Belgian-style breakfast in 
a chocolate factory—or a ride on a steam 
train—or a visit to the “Town of Murals”? 
Here it is possible.

Accommodations are plentiful. Cot-
tages, self-contained units, hotels, motels, 
caravans and cabins are all within a few 
minutes’ drive of the venue.

The climate is mild at this time of the 
year—about 16 degrees Celsius (61 Fahr-
enheit), with cool mornings and evenings. 
If you are planning to travel to the moun-
tains, pack some warm clothing.

Useful tourist information can be found 
at www.dcc.tas.gov.au.

Location of Services: Mersey Yacht 
Club, 1 Anchor Dr., East Devonport, Tas-
mania.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m.

Information: For further informa-
tion, contact Barry Williams by e-mail at 
bjsmwilliams@bigpond.com or by tele-
phone at +61 3 9743 4341. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
We know you will enjoy the beautiful sur-
roundings and the friendly members.

Barry Williams

Merimbula, New South 
Wales

The Feast for New South Wales and 
Victoria will once again be held at Mer-
imbula at the RSL Club. Merimbula is a 
coastal town situated on the south coast of 
New South Wales. 

We would like to invite overseas visitors 
to enjoy an absolutely wonderful part of 
Australia. It has many unspoiled beaches 
and is away from the maddening crowds 
of the larger tourist areas. The Feast site is 
noted for its hospitality. Members often 

have open houses where people mix in 
together. 

An overseas visitor could stop off in 
Sydney and see the greatest harbor city 
in the world or visit Melbourne, voted 
the world’s most livable city. Merimbula 
is approximately a six-hour drive from 
Sydney and a seven-hour drive from Mel-
bourne. There are also flights to Merim-
bula from both Sydney and Melbourne.

Merimbula is a small township with 
apartment buildings no higher than three 
floors. It is situated on a picturesque inlet 
and offers a relaxed time with delightful 
boardwalk cafes, restaurants and clubs. 
There are beaches, tours, fishing trips, 
secondhand shops, whale-watching trips, 
amusement centers for the young, first-
class golf courses and sailing. 

The weather is usually mild and sunny 
with temperatures in the 20s Celsius (70s 
and even low 80s Fahrenheit)—great for 
walks and sightseeing!

Costs for accommodations are very 
reasonable, with plenty to choose from. 
Check the following Web site for more 
information on the area: www.sapphire-
coast.com.au. 

Activities will cater for the entire fam-
ily, with youth activities, a seniors’ activ-
ity, children’s lessons, youth studies and a 
luncheon on the Last Great Day. After the 
first Holy Day service there will be a get-
acquainted activity with cheese platters 
and refreshments. 

Members really appreciated the low-
cost meals that are available in the RSL 
Club. This gave many opportunities for 
fellowshipping straight after services.

Location of Services: Merimbula 
RSL, 52-54 Main St., Merimbula.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Accommodations at 
Merimbula can be organized through:

The Sapphire Coast Tourist Information 
Centre +61 2 6495 1129.

Fisk & Nagle Real Estate, Market St., 
Merimbula, NSW 2548, Australia; phone 
+61 2 6495 3222; fax +61 2 6495 3154; 
Web www.fisknagle.com.au.

Ray White Real Estate, 4 Merimbula 
Dr., Merimbula, NSW 2548, Australia; 
phone +61 2 6495 3200; fax +61 2 6495 
3633; Web www.raywhite.com/nsw/mer-
imbula.

Merimbula Lake Accommodation 
Centre, Market St., Merimbula, NSW 
2548 Australia; phone +61 2 6495 3144; 
Web www.merimbulalake.com.au.

For further information, contact Bruce 
Dean by e-mail at bfjadean@bigpond.
com or by phone at +61 2 95258139 or 
fax +61 2 95250497.

Bruce Dean

Bahamas
Freeport, Grand Bahama

Just 55 miles off the coast of Florida, 
the Sheraton Grand Bahama Island Our 
Lucaya Resort is in the heart of Grand 
Bahama Island. Its 7.5 acres of sandy 
beaches, sparkling blue waters, tropical 
surroundings and its children’s activity 
center make it ideal for families looking to 
relax and enjoy quality time together.

The 2007 Feast of Tabernacles will be 
held at the Sheraton Grand Bahama Island 
Our Lucaya Resort. The sand-colored 
walls, honey-toned furniture and brightly 
colored fabrics in the 478 guest rooms 

and suites will give Feastgoers a taste of 
paradise. 

There is an abundance of activities for 
families to share together or separately. 
Pool games, crafts and athletic competi-
tions are offered daily around the pool 
and on the beach. Kids will love the sand 
playground and 35-foot-diameter wading 
pool. For an additional fee, Camp Lucaya 
offers supervised activities for children 
ages 3 to 12.

Adults will appreciate the Sugar Mill 
Pool, with a 60-foot-high stone tower and 
“quiet” section with an adjacent 10-per-
son spa tub. There are also two magnifi-
cent golf courses and the 25,000-square-
foot Senses Spa & Fitness Center. The 
14 restaurants and cafés serve numerous 
delicious options for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner.

You can also enjoy:
• Water sports. including scuba les-

sons, windsurfing, jet skiing, parasailing, 
snorkeling, sailing, kayaking, fishing, 
waterskiing and banana boats.

• Basketball, volleyball and tennis on 
clay, grass, artificial grass or hard courts.

• Horseback riding.
• Nearby attractions, including the 

Lucayan National Park, big game fishing, 
duty-free shopping at Port Lucaya and 
swimming with dolphins.

The resort shares a 372-acre resort com-
plex with a sister hotel, the Westin Grand 
Bahama Island Our Lucaya Resort. Guests 
enjoy full access to all resort facilities and 
activities. 

The resort was named one of Forbes 
magazine’s “Top 400 Hotels” and one of 
Child magazine’s “Top Ten Best Carib-
bean Resorts for Families” in 2006. 

The property is just minutes from the 
main port town of Freeport and transpor-
tation to and from these areas can easily 
be arranged.

The room rates per night in U.S. dollars 
(run of the house) are: single, $132; double, 
$178; triple, $242; and quad, $286.

All room rates are quoted inclusive of 
applicable state and local taxes, as well as 
daily breakfast per person.

Children under 12 are free, while those 
13 to 19 will be charged at $65 per child 
per night sharing a room with an adult.

The rates will be available three days 
prior and three days after the meeting 
dates, subject to availability of rooms at 
the time of reservation. 

We appreciate your prayers that God 
will grant us good weather before and dur-
ing the Feast. We look forward to welcom-
ing you to the Bahamas.

Note: New passport restrictions for 
air travel to and from the United States 
and Canada, Mexico, Bermuda and the 
Caribbean took effect in January. Travel-
ers will be required to have a passport or 
other secure, accepted document to enter 
or reenter the United States with all air 
travel.

Location of Services: Our Lucaya 
Resort Convention Center, Freeport, 
Grand Bahama, Bahamas. The room is 
air-conditioned, so regular Sabbath attire 
as is worn in North American congrega-
tions is appropriate. However, men may 
wear slacks, dress shirt and tie. Dress for 
all other activities is casual.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7 p.m.

Reservations: Attendees can make res-
ervations on the hotel’s Web site at Shera-
ton.com or by calling the toll-free number 

In this special supplement are descriptions of Feast sites in alphabetical 
order by country. More sites may be added, but sufficient information was not 
available to print in this issue.

The Festival Planning Brochure will contain additional site information; a 
list of housing establishments for U.S., Canadian and some other sites; helpful 
tips for planning your Feast; and articles on the meaning of the Feast.

On the following pages, the + sign at the beginning of international phone 
numbers signifies the country code. Dollar amounts are in U.S. currency 
unless noted otherwise. The Web site www.oanda.com/convert/classic, among 
others, provides up-to-date currency conversion information.
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(866) 837-4186 and requesting the group 
code for United Church of God, Feast of 
Tabernacles. All reservations will need 
one night’s deposit guaranteed by a major 
credit card. If interested, please make res-
ervations by the deadline date of June 29.

If you have any questions about the 
Feast site, please contact Kingsley Mather 
by e-mail at kingsley_mather@ucg.org, 
by telephone at (242) 324-3169 or by fax 
at (242) 364-5566.

Please check the Caribbean Web site 
for further updates at www.ucgcaribbean.
org.

Kingsley Mather

Barbados
Christ Church

Barbados is the most easterly of the 
Caribbean islands. Its beauty lies not only 
in its exotic West Indian climate, sun-
drenched sands and turquoise waters, but 
a relaxed hospitality of the “Bajans” who 
cheerfully share their home with visitors 
from all over the world.

This year the Feast will be held at the 
Southern Palms Beach Club in St. Law-
rence Gap in the parish of Christ Church. 
The seating capacity of their conference 
room is very limited. So the Feast will be 
primarily for those in the Caribbean, but 
limited space is available for a few inter-
ested in transferring. 

The room rate at Southern Palms is 
$109 single or double occupancy plus 17.5 
percent for service charge and VAT. The 
rate for a third person will be $20 plus 17.5 
percent. The maximum in a hotel room is 
three. These rates are without meals.

There are a number of other hotel/apart-
ments in the area from which we have 
obtained certain rates. Some may want to 
conduct their own search.

Reservations: If you are interested 
and would like more information, contact 
Arnold Hampton at arnold_hampton@
ucg.org or call (410) 655-6265. 

Arnold Hampton

Bolivia
Coroico

For a second consecutive year we plan 
to have the Feast of Tabernacles in the 
tourist town of Coroico. 

Coroico is a very picturesque town with 
an ideal tropical climate located around 60 
miles north of La Paz, which is the capital 
city of Bolivia. 

This year we have made arrangements 
with a very fine hotel that offers meals 
and lodging for a very reasonable price. 
The name of the hotel is Hotel Rio Selva 
Resort. We will be paying $176 for the 
eight days of the Feast. An additional $8 
will be paid for transportation, which the 
hotel will offer to and from the city of La 
Paz. Children between 4 and 11 years of 
age pay half of the price. Babies under that 
age are free.

We will be having all services and most 
of the activities in the same hotel. That will 
allow a lot of opportunity for fellowship-
ping. This is an ideal place to worship 
God in a tranquil environment. It is also 
a place to relax from the hectic environ-
ment of today’s cities. The Feast in this site 
will be an excellent time for meditation, 
relaxation, fellowshipping and worship 
of God.

The hotel has several swimming pools, 
a sauna, racquetball courts and other sport 
courts. 

All of the meals will be a buffet type. 
This way all of the brethren will be able 
to eat together, which will enhance the fel-
lowship even more.

Arrival at the hotel is planned at 4 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Sept. 26, and departure 
from the hotel is planned for 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 4.

We would be very happy to have visi-
tors from other parts of the world. Even 
though services will be only in Spanish, 
we plan to offer a written translation into 
English for all of the messages. That way 
our English-speaking brethren will not 
lose the main purpose of the Feast: The 
messages.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
8 p.m. 

Reservations: If you are interested in 
attending this Feast site, please contact 
Saul Langarica at slangarica@unidachile.
org or write to him at Casilla 10384, 
Correo Central, Santiago, Chile. You can 
also contact Raul Machicao at raulmachi-
cao@hotmail.com.

Saul Langarica

Brazil
Maloca de Moscou

Once again our brethren from the 
Wapixana community in the north of 
Brazil will come together to celebrate the 
Feast of Tabernacles 2007 using their own 
facilities built by themselves within their 
community. This community is located 50 
miles north of Boa Vista, the capital city of 
the state of Roraima, Brazil. In this part of 
the world we have about 50 brethren who 
get together every Sabbath and on the 
Holy Days to worship God.

Brethren visiting this site should fly to 
Boa Vista. Visitors could also fly to the city 
of Manaus, the capital city of the state of 
Amazonas, and travel by bus to Boa Vista. 
This is a breathtaking trip since it passes 
through the exuberant vegetation of the 
Amazon. 

Because of the lack of hotels in Maloca 
de Moscou and the lack of transporta-
tion between Boa Vista and Maloca de 
Moscou, we recommend visitors to this 
site either rent a car and travel from Boa 
Vista to the community each day, or stay 
within the community in the homes of 
brethren.

Most of the brethren there speak Portu-
guese and English, besides a local dialect 
called Wapixana. That means any visi-
tors should speak one of those languages. 
Translation between those three languages 
would be possible if necessary. 

Even though traveling to this Feast 
site could be tiring, brethren there 
would greatly appreciate any visitors 
from other parts of the world, since 
most of the year they do not have visi-
tors due to distance and cost of trans-
portation.

We do have services every day, a talent 
show with the participation of most of the 
brethren, sports activities and Bible stud-
ies. During services, it is very inspiring to 
hear the hymns in Portuguese, English and 
Wapixana.

Our brethren in this part of the world 
live a simple life based mainly on agri-
culture. They are people blessed by God 
in many ways. They do not lack food or 

water. They all have a house, and they all 
are happy and willing to share their bless-
ings with any visitor for these Holy Days 
of God. The Feast is a marvelous opportu-
nity for fellowshipping with our brethren 
from that part of the world. 

Reservations: In case you have interest 
in attending this site, please contact Saul 
Langarica at slangarica@unidachile.org 
or write to him at Casilla 10384, Correo 
Central, Santiago, Chile.

Saul Langarica

British Isles
Milford on Sea, Hampshire, 
England

The Feast of Tabernacles will be held 
on the south coast of England at Shorefield 
Country Park, a self-catering holiday vil-
lage in Hampshire set in 100 acres of park-
land. There are shops on site and a variety 
of small stores and restaurants in nearby 
Milford on Sea. Most members will be 
staying on site and walking to services.

Shorefield is on the edge of the beauti-
ful New Forest and about one mile from 
the sea. It is approximately 10 miles from 
Bournemouth and 20 miles from South-
ampton.

Local attractions include Nelson’s flag-
ship, HMS Victory (Southampton), Liber-
ty’s Raptor and Reptile Centre, Marwell 
Zoo, Beaulieu Motor Museum and many 
other places of interest within striking dis-
tance (such as Stonehenge, Winchester 
Cathedral, etc.).

Location of Services: Shorefield 
Country Park’s conference facility, the 
Champagne Suite.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Reservations: Booking may be done 
by phoning Shorefield reservation office 
during U.K. office hours at (international) 
+44 1590 648331 or (local) 01590 648331. 
Requests and booking inquiries may also 
be e-mailed to holidays@shorefield.co.uk. 
See their Web site www.shorefield.co.uk, 
but their online booking system is not 
designed for conference bookings.

The postal address is Shorefield Coun-
try Park, Shorefield Road, Milford on 
Sea, Hampshire, SO41 0LH, United 
Kingdom.

The accommodation units vary in size 
and quality and range from sleeping four 
to eight people. Costs quoted are per unit 
on a self-catering basis. Sharing a qual-
ity forest lodge with friends is more cost 
effective than using two budget chalets, 
which are very basic. Price ranges for nine 
nights are:

• Luxury forest lodges (£580 to £670).
• Caravan holiday homes (£417 to 

£476).
• Budget chalets (£298).
Our reference for preferential rates is 

“United Church of God Conference.”
Book your preferred accommoda-

tion unit with Shorefield as soon as pos-
sible. When booking your accommoda-
tion, you will be offered the option of 
a cancellation insurance of around £25, 
depending on the size of unit you have 
rented. This entitles you to put down 
considerably less than the full cost for 
the Feast period.

After booking with Shorefield, please 
register for the U.K. Feast at www.ucg.
org.uk/feast2007. Paper registration forms 
will be available from P.O. Box 705, Wat-

ford, WD19 6FZ, U.K. for those without 
Internet access.

Peter Hawkins

Cameroon
Douala

Douala, the principal port city of 
Cameroon in central Africa, will host the 
Feast of Tabernacles in 2007. Lodging is 
available at a number of hotels in the city, 
including the Meridien, the Akwa Palace 
and the Ibis.  

Approximately 60 people are expected 
to attend this site. This site is French-speak-
ing only; any wishing to transfer in need to 
be fluent in the language. Services will be 
held at the Church hall on the outskirts of 
Douala, about 45 minutes by taxi from the 
city center. Activities will include a family 
games day and a talent show. A visa and a 
yellow fever vaccination are required for 
entry into Cameroon.

Registration: More information 
and registration forms may be received 
by contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by 
writing to French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027, USA; or by calling 
(513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Canada
Collingwood, Ontario

Collingwood continues to be a pre-
mier tourist destination, located on the 
scenic south shoreline of the clear blue 
waters of Georgian Bay and at the base 
of the spectacular Blue Mountains. This 
colorful backdrop is sure to provide a 
gorgeous setting for this year’s Feast of 
Tabernacles.

Only a 90-minute drive north of Toron-
to, Collingwood will give you that “get-
away” experience and provide an oppor-
tunity to feast on delicious food at fine 
dining restaurants, casual eateries, bistros 
and cafes.

We are on the move with this year’s 
location, just up Hwy. 26 to the newly 
renovated Georgian Manor Resort and 
Country Club. The resort offers a full 
range of activities for the whole family, 
from indoor/outdoor pools, whirlpool, 
arcade/games room, fitness center, tennis 
courts, spa, 18-hole professional putting 
course, trail bikes, fireplace lounge, restau-
rant and bar and much more. Check out 
the rooms/suites/condos and amenities at 
www.georgianmanorresort.com.

This beautiful area also offers miles of 
scenic walking/driving trails, go-karting 
and shopping in the charming downtown 
area or in the quaint hamlets of nearby 
towns. Visit www.georgiantriangle.com 
for more local information.

This year’s activities will include a 
Georgian Bay boat cruise, a seniors’ 
brunch, Family Day barbecue with minia-
ture golf competition and games, teen out-
ing and (brought back by popular demand) 
a family dinner and dance.

Location of Services: Georgian Manor 
Resort and Country Club, Hwy. 26 North, 
Collingwood, Ontario.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: 11 percent on hotels, including 
the 6 percent GST. Visitors from outside 

Canada can apply for a rebate of their GST 
tax.

Dennis Horlick

Kelowna, British Columbia 
Among the many vacation destinations 

a visitor can consider in British Columbia, 
there is one travel constant that never fails 
to memorably reward visitors. It’s a place 
where world-class amenities are always 
available to enjoy. It’s a place where the 
climate is mild and sunshine is something 
to be expected. It’s a spot blessed with 
spectacular mountain scenery and pristine 
lakes. It’s Kelowna, British Columbia! 

Kelowna is located in the beautiful 
Okanagan Valley of British Columbia. 
This is a major fruit-growing region and 
has lots of vineyards producing world-
class wines. The settled area lies in the 
valley along the shores of Lake Okana-
gan, which is about 120 miles (nearly 200 
kilometers) long and between 3 to 6 miles 
(5 to 10 kilometers) wide. 

Kelowna has a metropolitan popula-
tion of about 100,000. It offers a variety 
of recreational activities, has many fine 
restaurants and lots of shopping. There are 
unending miles of trails for hiking, moun-
tain biking, trail riding and family walks. 
There are about 18 golf courses within a 
short drive, and most will be open until 
the end of October. There are centers for 
family outings, miniature golf and kids’ 
attractions. 

For Internet users, a local Web site 
(www.castanet.net/) provides current 
news, weather and local happenings. The 
climate in autumn is usually still fairly 
warm, with crisp nights. Rain is not nor-
mally a problem as the area is arid. It is a 
good idea to bring clothing that is suitable 
for weather in the 50s and 60s Fahrenheit 
(13 to 18 Celsius). 

Motel prices are reasonable, with a 
selection to meet all budgets. 

An international airport just north of 
town serves the area with direct flights 
from Seattle. Americans who fly in are 
now required to have passports in order 
to reenter the United States from Canada. 
Those crossing by land will need to have 
passports by June 2009.

Location of Services: Kelowna Com-
munity Theatre, 1375 Water St., Kelowna, 
British Columbia. 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m. The following day’s service will 
be at 1 p.m. 

Taxes: There is a provincial sales tax of 
7 percent (or 8 percent on hotels) as well 
as GST, which is 6 percent. Visitors from 
outside of Canada can apply for a GST 
rebate.

Rainer Salomaa

Moncton, New Brunswick
The city of Moncton (population 

61,000) is adjoined by the neighboring 
city of Dieppe and the town of River-
view for a metropolitan population of 
around 111,000. Located in southeastern 
New Brunswick in the Petitcodiac Val-
ley, Moncton is the geographic center of 
the Maritime Provinces and a railway 
and transportation hub. The international 
airport is serviced by Air Canada, WestJet 
and Continental Express. VIA Rail pro-
vides a daily passenger service to Halifax 
and Montreal. 

Though less than 50 kilometers from 
the Bay of Fundy and 30 kilometers from 
the Northumberland Strait, the climate 
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can feel more continental than maritime. 
Autumn temperatures remain mild until 
mid-October, with first snowfalls usually 
mid-November.  

Moncton’s linguistic majority is Eng-
lish, but it has an active French-speaking 
Acadian population. The Moncton area 
offers numerous attractions such as Mag-
netic Hill Theme Park and the Tidal Bore 
on the Petitcodiac River. 

The Festival will be observed at Bea-
con Light Motel. This facility also offers 
accommodations. The site will primarily 
provide webcast services for a small num-
ber around 30.

Please note: Visitors should verify trav-
el requirements, such as passports, if flying 
or driving across the border. 

Location of Services: Beacon Light 
Motel, 1062 Chemin Mountain Rd., 
Moncton, New Brunswick.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Taxes: Taxes are 15 percent and part 
is refundable to Feastgoers from outside 
Canada.

Gary Steeves

Regina, Saskatchewan
Regina is the center of Canada’s vast 

prairie, where the blue skies meet the end-
less horizons of autumn golden wheat 
fields. It averages over 2,300 hours of 
bright sunshine each year. Regina is rich 
in history, and visitors can see the displays 
and artifacts of one of the world’s most 
famous police forces, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. For the inquisitive mind, 
Regina has the Saskatchewan Science 
Centre with over a hundred permanent, 
hands-on exhibits, live stage shows and 
one of the tallest climbing walls in Canada, 
plus the Kramer Imax Theatre.

Regina, with a population of 200,000, 
has many very fine dining establishments 
along with many ethnic cuisines. For a 
night out on the city, dine where the queen 
dined or overlooking Wascana Lake with 
Saskatchewan-grown and raised food.  
For more information on Regina and area, 
call Regina Tourism (800) 661-5099 or 
visit www.tourismregina.com. 

It has been a treat to have the meeting 
room and hotel on the same premises, 
with other accommodations very close by. 
Motel prices vary. An international airport, 
on the west side of the city, is just a short 
drive from anywhere in Regina. 

Location of Services: West Harvest 
Inn, 4025 Albert St., Regina, Saskatch-
ewan.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26,  at 
7:30 p.m. The next service is planned for 
2 p.m. Thursday, Sept 27.

Taxes: 11 percent—a provincial sales 
tax of 5 percent as well as a GST of 6 per-
cent. Visitors from outside of Canada can 
apply for a rebate of their GST.

Lloyd Teetaert

St. John’s, Newfoundland
We invite you to come and share in the 

celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles 
2007 in the beautiful city of St. John’s, 
Newfoundland.

Newfoundland was first discovered by 
John Cabot in 1497 and claimed for the 
British Empire in 1583 by Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert. St. John’s is the oldest and most 
easterly port city in North America, and 
today is the capital of Newfoundland and 
Labrador.  

St. John’s has a rich and colorful history, 

unmatched by any other Canadian city. 
With a population of 175,000, St. John’s 
is a thriving modern city with first-class 
facilities and services. St. John’s offers 
an enticing combination of old world 
charm, unique architectural and historic 
landmarks, fine cuisine and access to 
spectacular coastlines, wildlife and many 
other choice attractions.

Shop or just stroll on Water Street, the 
oldest commercial street in North Amer-
ica, or visit Signal Hill for a panoramic 
view of the harbor and the city. Signal Hill, 
so named because the arrival of ships was 
announced from there by a series of flags, 
was also the site where Marconi received 
the first transatlantic wireless signal in 
1901.

The people of Newfoundland and Lab-
rador are among the most friendly and 
hospitable in the world and have retained 
many aspects of their European heritage, 
including their accents and humor.

For those who love to walk, St. John’s 
has many scenic walking trails. If you love 
to eat, we have numerous fine restaurants. 
If you like to visit scenic or historic sites, 
you won’t be disappointed. 

Because of the small number of people 
at this site, St. John’s tends to be a very 
family-type Feast. With only about 80 
people in attendance, it is easy to get to 
know each other.

Rooms at Best Western are $80 Cana-
dian for a double. Other accommodations 
are available as well.

For more information on the site, con-
tact David Smith at dave_smith@ucg.org 
or visit the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Government home page at www.gov.
nf.ca/.

Location of Services: Best Western 
Traveller’s Inn on Kenmount Road, St. 
John’s, Newfoundland. 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Newfoundland has an HST 
(Harmonized Sales Tax) of 15 percent. 
Hotels and motels also charge a 3 percent 
accommodation tax. For those who are not 
Canadian citizens, a rebate of 7 percent on 
purchases is available.  

David Smith

Chile
Lican Ray

For a second consecutive year, we plan 
to have the Feast of Tabernacles for south-
ern Chile in an idyllic place called Lican 
Ray.

The original purpose for this Feast site 
was to serve the brethren from the south of 
Chile. Because of their economic situation 
and the long distance to the nearest Feast 
site, it was very convenient and strategic to 
have a Feast site in the south. Year by year 
the attendance has been growing. This 
year we plan to have about 250 brethren 
for the Feast. 

We will be holding the Feast at the 
Complejo Turistico El Conquistador, 
located in the tourist town of Lican Ray. 
The distance from Lican Ray to Temuco 
is 70 miles and to the city of Santiago is 
480 miles. Transportation from Santiago 
to Lican Ray is readily available and the 
scenery all the way is breathtaking.

Lican Ray is located on the shores of 
beautiful Lake Calafquen and at the base 
of Volcan Villarrica, which is snowcapped 
year round.

The Feast site has five acres of land and 
42 beautiful cabins. A supermarket is just 
around the corner, so families can cook 
their own meals in the cabins in order to 
lower the cost of the Feast. The complex 
also has its own restaurant.

Services will be in the same complex. 
We will be able to use several meeting 
halls for the different activities we will 
have. There will be activities organized by 
the Church, but also there will be oppor-
tunities to visit the many beautiful natural 
places this area offers and, of course, swim 
and fish in the beautiful Lake Calafquen. 

Unfortunately, we are not offering 
translation of services into English. How-
ever, we will be very happy to have Span-
ish-speaking visitors.

You do not have to send any money 
for your reservation, but we trust that your 
application to this site will be securing 
your attendance. The cost per person in 
the six-person shared cabins will be 4,000 
Chilean pesos or about $8. 

This price does not include any of the 
meals. Most of the members will be cook-
ing their own meals. We have not contract-
ed for group meals at the restaurant. Each 
person would be making his own arrange-
ments in the restaurant. However, the cost 
of meals is very affordable: Breakfast is 
the equivalent of $3. Lunch and dinner is 
about $5.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
8 p.m. 

Information and Reservations: If 
you want to have more information about 
the facilities of the site, please see the fol-
lowing Web site: www.turismoelconquis-
tador.cl.

If you want to have more information 
about the Feast site or want to apply to 
attend these Holy Days of God with us in 
southern Chile, please contact Saul Lan-
garica at slangarica@unidachile.org or 
write to Casilla 10384, Santiago, Chile.

We look forward to seeing some of our 
brethren from around the world!

Saul Langarica

Estonia
Tartu

We are once again planning a larger 
Feast of Tabernacles in historic Tartu, 
Estonia’s second-largest city. Known as 
a part of the land of the Vikings, Esto-
nia is nestled between Russia, the Baltic 
Republics and Scandinavia. We hope to 
bring brethren together from these areas, 
along with transfers from the United States 
and Europe.

Services will be held at the Atlantis Club 
on the Emajõe River, which is a short 10-
minute walk from the hotel. You will not 
need to rent a car as many restaurants and 
sights are within walking distance. Taxis 
are plentiful, and you can still get almost 
anywhere in Tartu for about $5.

Median coach airfare from the United 
States to the capital city, Tallinn, is about 
$1,100 per person. After arriving in Tal-
linn, there is an easy 2½-hour bus ride 
to Tartu. Taxi fare from the airport to the 
bus station plus bus fare to Tartu will cost 
approximately $15 per person. When you 
arrive in Tartu, the Pallas Hotel, where the 
majority of Feastgoers will stay, is only 
one block from the bus station.

The first five days of the Feast will be 
spent in Tartu. We have reserved 30 rooms 
at the Pallas Hotel, with additional rooms 

available at the more upscale London 
Hotel for a premium of 20 to 30 percent, 
depending on the category. Daily rates 
at the Pallas, based on current exchange 
rates, are as follows: single, $67; double, 
$87; double deluxe or suite, $133. Rates 
include all taxes and fees. A good breakfast 
buffet at the restaurant located in the same 
building is included in the price.

On Monday, Oct. 1, we will travel by 
bus to the beautiful, historic and strategic 
island of Saaremaa, which controls one of 
the sea gates to Russia. We will spend the 
last three days of the Feast at the Georg Ots 
Spa Hotel. Scandinavians love their spas, 
and this location was very popular with the 
Americans who came to Estonia in 2005. 

Rates at the spa are as follows: single, 
$90; double, $100; family room, $121. 
This price includes a buffet breakfast, 
unlimited access to saunas, pools and 
gym, participation in daily exercises, use 
of a personal bathrobe and sandals, Inter-
net connection in the hotel rooms and all 
taxes. 

We will have an additional charge of 
$150 per adult to pay for transportation, 
two box lunches, two group dinners and 
other expenses on the trip.

For several years, we have been build-
ing our Good News subscription list and 
sending out the Bible Study Course and 
some booklets in the Estonian language. 
Now we are also sending out literature 
in Russian, and advertising in both the 
Russian and Ukrainian languages. We 
are reaching many people who just little 
more than a decade ago were part of the 
Soviet Union. In addition to our literature 
program, several U.S. ministers make 
multiple visits each year to this part of the 
world, providing personal contact with 
subscribers and our new brethren.

When we make our excursion between 
Tartu and Saaremaa, you will be able to see 
remnants of old Soviet collective farms, 
monuments to the failed past. The Estonia 
of today is beginning to explode economi-
cally, so there is a very unique contrast to 
be seen. 

We especially encourage young sin-
gle adults and couples to come this year 
because we are planning a number of 
activities and service opportunities. Also, 
an optional pre-Feast tour of the medieval 
old city of Tallinn is being planned for 
$300 per person, which will include most 
expenses.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Location of Services: The Atlantis 
Club, Tartu, Estonia (Sept. 26-Oct. 1) and 
Georg Ots Spa Hotel, Saaremaa, Estonia 
(Oct. 1-4).

Reservations: You must request an 
application by e-mailing Festival coor-
dinator Victor Kubik at estonia@kubik.
org or by writing to 3707 Turfway Court, 
Indianapolis, IN 46228-2095 or by calling 
(317) 216-0802. We will be posting more 
information for this Festival location at 
www.kubik.org/estonia. Please come join 
us for a memorable and enjoyable Feast of 
Tabernacles 2007!

Victor Kubik

France
Collonges-la-Rouge

Collonges-la-Rouge is a medieval-
period village built of pink sandstone in 
a bucolic region about 100 miles east of 

Bordeaux and 300 miles south of Paris. 
Services will be in French and English 
with simultaneous translation. We antici-
pate an attendance of 100 people. 

The Feast will be held at the vacation 
center VAL “Les vignettes.” This will be 
the second year we use this attractive, all-
inclusive site: lodging, meals, church ser-
vices and many leisure activities will all be 
at the VAL site. Prices are inexpensive, but 
rooms are rather simple since this is a fam-
ily-oriented establishment, and there is no 
daily maid service. 

Collonges-la-Rouge is a small village 
on the edge of the Perigord, Auvergne and 
Limousin regions, famous for their beauti-
ful countryside and fine cuisine. Collon-
ges was the first village to be named at the 
formation of the “Most Beautiful Villages 
of France” association. It is near the medi-
eval pilgrimage site of Rocamadour, and 
the wonderfully preserved historic city 
of Sarlat la Canéda with its medieval and 
Renaissance buildings still intact. 

Collonges is nestled in a region of medi-
eval castles, and is not far from the world-
famous Lascaux cave paintings. Coach 
excursions to some of these sites will be 
organized for those interested.

Easiest access for international visi-
tors will be through the Limoges airport. 
An airport shuttle will be organized for 
Wednesday, Sept. 26, and Friday, Oct. 5.

Leisure activity facilities at the VAL 
include a children’s playground, billiard 
and Ping-Pong tables, tennis courts and 
a pétanque court (pétanque is a typically 
southern-French outdoor game for people 
of all ages, easy to learn and fun to play). 

Off the site, but within a few miles, 
there are many other activities offered. 
These include many marked walking 
trails, horseback riding, a golf course and 
parasailing.

Autumn is a pleasant season in this part 
of France. There can be some rain in this 
season (bring an umbrella), but daytime 
temperatures are usually between 55 and 
70 degrees Fahrenheit. Evenings can be 
cooler, dipping into the 40s, so a jacket or 
sweater is necessary.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
9 p.m.

Registration: For more information 
and/or a Festival application, please con-
tact: French Department, United Church 
of God, an International Association, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027; 
phone (513) 576-9796; or e-mail info-fr@
ucg.org. 

Joel Meeker

Germany
Schluchsee

Set on Lake Schluchsee in southern 
Germany, in a beautiful area just 10 miles 
(16 kilometers) from the Black Forest’s 
highest mountain, the Feldberg (1,493 
meters, 4,860 feet), is the picturesque town 
of Schluchsee. 

Lake Titisee, with its scenic town of 
Titisee, is a 20-minute drive from Schluch-
see, and the famous Rhine river waterfall 
in Schaffhausen/Neuhausen, Switzerland, 
is about 60 minutes by car.

Temperatures in late September and 
early October can still be mild, but the 
evenings can be chilly because of Schluch-
see’s altitude (900 meters, approximately 
3,000 feet). 

Accommodations for transfer guests 



12     UnitedNews  March/April 2007 United Church of God, an International Association

are available in selected hotels and vaca-
tion apartments. Vacation apartments offer 
kitchenettes. Half-board arrangements are 
available in most hotels. Lodging costs 
range from $50 to $100 for a vacation 
apartment and from $40 upwards per 
person for hotel accommodations, which 
includes breakfast. 

Transfer guests can make their own res-
ervations if they wish; lodging information 
is available via the Schluchsee Web site, 
www.schluchsee.de.

The hall where services will be held is 
within walking distance of most lodging 
units within the main village area. 

Direct “German Rail” (Deutsche Bahn 
AG) service is available via Freiburg to 
Schluchsee. However, car rental is rec-
ommended for ease of transportation and 
sightseeing. Schluchsee is located approx-
imately 180 miles (300 kilometers) south 
of the Frankfurt International Airport, or 
50 miles (80 kilometers) northwest of the 
Zurich International Airport. 

Expected attendance is approximately 
200. Most services will be held in Ger-
man, with a simultaneous translation 
into English. International guests who 
do not speak German will need to bring 
their own FM radio and headphones to 
services to be able to receive the simul-
taneous translation.

Location of Services: Grosser Kursaal, 
Kurhaus Schluchsee (next to the Rathaus, 
behind the tourism office). 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m. 

Reservations: Visitors wishing to 
attend should register on the UCG-Ger-
many Web site at www.vkg.org/fot.php. 
Registration is required and an e-mail 
address is needed for registration.

Paul Kieffer

Ghana
At the time of going to press, the Feast 

site for Ghana had not yet been confirmed. 
Information should be available soon. 
Those interested in keeping the Feast in 
Ghana this year should contact the senior 
pastor for Ghana, Melvin Rhodes, by e-
mail at melvin_rhodes@ucg.org.

Melvin Rhodes
 

Guatemala
Antigua

The city of Antigua will be the site for 
the Feast of Tabernacles this year in Gua-
temala. This is a beautiful place where we 
can praise our Great God. The beauty of 
this colonial city is unique, with its many 
reminders of its historical past. Time seems 
to have stopped in Antigua. 

It is a place with mild weather, with an 
occasional rain shower during the time of 
the Feast.

God’s family will be united in this 
place as a single body, to enjoy the 
blessings of the Creator of the universe 
and to strengthen our supreme goal: The 
Kingdom of God.

Antigua is about 45 minutes from 
Guatemala City and has all the basic ser-
vices for the tourist. It has a great variety 
of hotels that are very comfortable and 
clean, for a range of prices. There are 
both five-star and economical hotels, 
but all of them have international qual-
ity standards.

The Feast program will include ser-
mons and sermonettes, special music, 
a talent show, a ladies’ breakfast and a 
day with activities for the family.

Location of Services: César Brañas 
hall in Antigua, Guatemala. 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7 p.m.

Reservations: Transfers need to regis-
ter and make hotel reservations by June 25, 
2007, with the minister of the local congre-
gations, Luis Mundo Tello. The phone/fax 
number is 00-502-22561341. A better way 
is to use e-mail at drmundotello@hotmail.
com.

Or, if you prefer mail, you can also write 
to: Iglesia de Dios Unida de Guatemala,  
Apartado postal 1064, Guatemala.

We hope to see you at the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in Antigua!

Luis Mundo Tello

Guyana
Lethem, Rupununi

For the third consecutive year, the Feast 
of Tabernacles will be held at the Savan-
nah Inn Hotel in Lethem, Rupununi, Guy-
ana in South America.

Lethem is a small town that sits on the 
border with Brazil, separated by the Taku-
tu River about 300 miles from the capital, 
Georgetown.

The Rupununi Savannah is the home of 
two of Guyana’s nine indigenous Amer-
indian tribes, the Wapishana and Mucushi 
people. The population of Lethem is a 
diverse culture with a mixture of the coast-
landers (from Georgetown and surround-
ing area) and the local Amerindians. Some 
of the residents are a mixture of Guyanese 
and Brazilian nationals. This creates a 
unique blend of cultures. Lethem is also 
the administrative center for the Rupununi 
District. 

A limited number of transfers can be 
accepted for the 2007 Feast of Taber-
nacles. Services will be in English, the 
language that is spoken by most residents 
of Guyana.

Room Accommodations: The Savan-
nah Inn Hotel offers 13 rooms and cabins 
at the following rates:

Regular rooms with fans, one person: 
G$3,000 or US$15 per night.

Regular rooms with fans, two people: 
G$4,000 or US$20 per night.

Rooms with air-conditioning for fam-
ily: G$5,000 or US$25 per night.

Cabins (small) with air-conditioning 
and refrigerator: G$6,000 or US$30 per 
night.

Cabins (large) with air-conditioning and 
refrigerator: G$7,000 or US$35 per night.

The hotel has a restaurant and serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner at the follow-
ing costs per person: Breakfast, G$700 or 
US$3.50; lunch, G$1,000 or US$5; din-
ner, G$1,000 or US$5; and snack, G$400 
or US$2.

The hotel can also arrange tour pack-
ages for nature lovers. 

Trans Guyana Airways has regularly 
scheduled flights from Ogle airport near 
Georgetown.

Immunization is highly recommend-
ed before travel to Lethem, Rupununi, 
Guyana. Brethren who plan to transfer to 
Lethem for the Feast should contact the 
medical authorities in the country where 
they live.

Location of Services: The conference 

room at the Savannah Inn, Lethem, Rupu-
nuni.

Taxes: All prices are subject to 16 per-
cent V.A.T. government tax.

Information: For further information 
about the Feast site, contact Kingsley 
Mather by e-mail at kingsley_mather@
ucg.org or phone at (242) 324-3169; or 
Gary Atkinson by e-mail at g_atki@
yahoo.co.uk. Further updates can be 
obtained from the Caribbean Web site at 
www.caribbean.org.

For hotel reservations, contact Alfred 
Ramsaran, Savannah Inn Hotel, Lethem, 
Rupununi, Guyana, S.A.; by e-mail at 
ramsaran4al@yahoo.com; or by phone at 
592-772-2091 or 592-772-2035.

Kingsley Mather

Italy
Sabaudia (South Rome)

Once again we’ll celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles at Sabaudia, the beautiful and 
peaceful seaside town near Rome, as our 
four-star hotel prices (full board inclusive) 
are amazingly low. We can offer trans-
portation from/to the Roman Fiumicino-
Leonardo Da Vinci international airport on 
any day before and after the Feast.

Church services will be held alternately 
in English and Italian, with simultaneous 
translation. Headphones will be provided 
on site. To give the overseas brethren the 
opportunity to rest on their arrival, there 
will be no church services on the evening 
of Sept. 26, but two services will be held 
on the first high day, Sept. 27.  English is 
spoken and understood by a good number 
of the Italian brethren who are looking 
forward to meeting and fellowshipping 
with you.

Our two Feast hotels have their own 
private beach with sun-umbrella and sun-
beds. They are located almost next to each 
other, facing one of the most limpid and 
uncontaminated stretches of water in the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. This means that in your 
spare time, and especially during the 
Feast’s Family Day, you can enjoy activi-
ties such as swimming, beach volleyball 
and table tennis, at no extra cost. Also, a 
new beauty center, with gym and sauna, 
will be available to all Feast participants at 
a very affordable price.

The hotels’ facilities provide opportuni-
ties for relaxation and fun for our children, 
young brethren, singles and families. The 
site is surrounded by sunny dunes, lakes 
and the National Park of Circeo. The entire 
area appears to the visitor as an incom-
parable witness of the perfect fusion of 
natural elements, which draws us closer 
to our Creator God, the greatest artist of 
all. Its climate is very mild: night and day 
temperatures range from 65 to 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

The Feast site is located very close to 
the fascinating and historical city of Rome, 
the Vatican City as well as Pompei (which 
was destroyed by volcanic eruption in 79 
B.C.). Cultural tours to these places will be 
offered at very affordable prices. Famous 
historical sites in Rome, like the Coliseum, 
Imperial Forum, Christian catacombs, the 
Vatican museums and several other places, 
are a witness of the conquest of paganism 
over true Christianity.

Rooms are equipped with telephone, 
TV set, air conditioner and shower. The 
hotels are offering us very special prices, 
60 euros, equivalent to approximately 

$75 per adult in double bedroom, inclu-
sive of tax and full board (three meals a 
day). Discounts are offered to children 
who will be sharing a room with their 
relatives: 50 percent discount for chil-
dren 3 to 6 years old; 30 percent discount 
for children 7 to 12 years old; no cost for 
children under 2.

With regard to food, the Italian cuisine 
is one of the richest, most delicious and 
exquisite in the world. The hotel staff can 
speak English, and its restaurant can host 
a large group of brethren so that we can 
enjoy our meals all together. The chefs 
know the distinction between clean and 
unclean foods, and the restaurant staff is 
looking forward to welcoming and serv-
ing us diligently.

Furthermore, our young Italian breth-
ren will offer a talent show, an evening 
dance and a Family Day on the beach, 
by involving as many talented volunteers 
as possible. If you can either sing or play 
the piano or any other musical instrument, 
or if you have any other artistic talent that 
may entertain the brethren at the talent 
show, your talent will be most welcome. 
Choir singers and piano players are most 
welcome as well. We also need a music 
director for the English-speaking choir 
singers. Your involvement in making the 
Feast a greater success to God’s glory will 
be appreciated with gratitude. 

The small group of Italian brethren 
hope that you and your family can make 
it to Italy this year. We are looking very 
much forward to welcoming you and fel-
lowshipping with you in Jesus Christ.

Reservations: Your Feast application/
registration should be submitted as soon 
as possible through the Italian Web site 
(www.labuonanotizia.org) where more 
information can be found. From outside 
Italy you may also contact us by phone/fax 
(+39 35 452 35 73) or by e-mail (carmelo.
anastasi@tin.it).

Carmelo Anastasi

Ivory Coast (Côte 
d’Ivoire)
La Mé

The Feast of Tabernacles 2007 site in 
the West African nation of Côte d’Ivoire 
will be the rural village of La Mé about one 
hour’s drive out of the commercial capital 
of Abidjan. All services will be in French. 
La Mé has a rustic inn that may be capable 
of receiving a few visitors. Attendance will 
be about 25 people.

There is an unresolved civil-war situa-
tion in Côte d’Ivoire. At the time of writing 
there is a ceasefire and the situation is rela-
tively calm, but there have been periodic 
outbreaks of civil unrest and occasional 
combat situations. There is a UN peace-
keeping presence in parts of the country. 
The U.S. State Department issued a travel 
warning about Côte d’Ivoire on Aug. 25, 
2005. Any potential visitors should take 
this situation into account before planning 
to attend the Feast in Côte d’Ivoire.

No visa is currently required from most 
Western countries for entry into Côte 
d’Ivoire. A yellow fever vaccination is 
required for entry.

Registration: More information and 
registration forms may be received by 
contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by writing 
to French Department, United Church of 
God, an International Association, P.O. 

Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, 
USA; or by calling (513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Jamaica
Montego Bay

Jamaica, one of the Caribbean’s bright-
est tropical jewels, is an island of intoxicat-
ing natural beauty—from lush rainforest 
and mountainous terrain to spectacular 
waterfalls, sun-drenched beaches and tur-
quoise waters.

This year’s Feast will be held at the Hol-
iday Inn Sunspree Resort in Montego Bay. 
Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort is a 20-acre 
beachfront property, catering to singles, 
couples and families, with great emphasis 
placed on families.

One of the many benefits guests will 
enjoy is the ease of transportation from the 
Montego Bay Sangster International Air-
port. Being close to downtown Montego 
Bay and only 10 minutes travel via airport 
transfer allows guests to spend more time 
on the beach and less in the van to other 
Jamaica destinations.

Montego Bay area shopping, combined 
with other area attractions and on-site rec-
reational opportunities, ensure no one is 
left with nothing to do.

The Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort–
Montego Bay offers 524 well-appointed 
rooms and suites. These accommodations 
are located within seven dedicated build-
ings that offer an intimate environment 
with the services possible from a large 
full-service facility.

All accommodations offer a balcony or 
patio, cable television, a digital clock radio, 
coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron and ironing 
board. The hotel’s on-site Marketessen, 
duty-free shop and boutique and hair salon 
can also handle any personal needs guests 
may have. 

The rates in U.S. dollars (per room, per 
night, including gratuity) are as follows:
 Single Double Triple Quad
Standard 135 180 265 340
OV 150 195 280 355
OF 170 210 295 370
Suite 235 280 365 440

OV=ocean view; OF=oceanfront
Children 12 and under are free, while 

13-19 pay US $70 per child per night, 
when they share the room with an adult.

These rates include the following:
• Accommodations.
• Three meals daily—breakfast, lunch 

and dinner.
• Snacks from morning until evening.
• Local brand beverages and cock-

tails.
• Large lagoon shaped free-form 

swimming pool.
• Adult-only pool.
• Fully equipped fitness center.
• Four lighted tennis courts.
• Windsurfing, sailing.
• Day and night entertainment.
• Children 12 and under stay, play and 

eat free!
• Children’s activity centers for kids 

from 6 months to 12 years. 
• Teen Scene.
• One oceanfront whirlpool fits 12 

people.
• Use of miniature golf course.
Being the third largest hotel in Jamaica, 

the Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort has a 
wide expanse of beach approximately 
a half mile long, offering guests plenty 
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of room for walking or relaxing. Water 
sports, including Sunfish sailing, pedal 
boats and kayaks, are all included in the 
price. Motorized water sports are, of 
course, additional.

The hotel has a fitness center with 
Exercycles and Nautilus equipment; and 
tennis, basketball and volleyball courts are 
all on the property. The latest addition is a 
nine-hole miniature golf course. 

Food and beverage offerings: The 
tropical lagoon swimming pool and 
sun deck is adjacent to most of the food 
offerings.

The MoBay Festival Food Court is a 
unique marketplace of kiosks featuring 
a variety of international foods and tasty 
island delicacies open for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner.

The Barefoot Bar & Grill is for those 
who want to experience dining without 
leaving the pool.

Casa Verandah offers open-air dining 
with a Jamaican theme overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean, and Vistas offers Italian 
theme dining in a secluded enclosed envi-
ronment in the Great building.

Seabreeze offers seaside dining for din-
ner.

The Jerk Hut is located on the west end 
of the beach offering Jamaican specialities 
during the day.

Jus’ Kiddin’ offers dining options only 
for the little ones.

We do not recommend that you change 
a lot of your money into the local cur-
rency.

We appreciate your prayers that God 
will grant us good weather before and dur-
ing the Feast. We look forward to welcom-
ing you to Jamaica.

Location of Services: The Rosehall 
Ballroom of the Holiday Inn Sunspree 
Resort. The room is air-conditioned, so 
regular Sabbath attire as is worn in North 
American congregations is appropriate. 
However, men may wear slacks, dress 
shirt and tie. Dress for all other activities 
is casual.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7 p.m.

Reservations: For those who are inter-
ested in attending the Jamaica Feast site, 
please request a Festival Transfer Appli-
cation from Kingsley Mather at kings-
ley_mather@ucg.org. If you have any 
questions about the site please e-mail him 
or telephone him at (242) 364-5566.

If you have questions about the hotel, 
please e-mail Lavern Johnson at Holiday 
Inn Sunspree at LJohnson@SunspreeJam.
com or telephone her at (876) 953-2486.

Please check the Caribbean Web site 
for further updates at www.ucgcaribbean.
org.

Kingsley Mather

Jordan
The United Church of God is pleased 

to again offer its brethren around the 
world a 2007 Feast site in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. 

The 2007 site carries forward the spir-
itual theme of “Ambassadors for Peace” 
as the overriding theme for the United 
Church of God’s gospel efforts in the 
Middle East. In this vein, the Jordan site 
will include a service project as well as 
visits and speeches by the Jordanian roy-
alty and dignitaries so that our brethren 
can learn more about important issues in 

the region and how the Church can bet-
ter cooperate, promote peace and preach 
the gospel in the Middle East. 

The 2007 site is a continuation of our 
ongoing, consistent involvement in the 
region that will also include other oppor-
tunities in the future, including Youth 
Corps and other projects.

An exciting focus this year is 
“Desert and Ocean Adventure in the 
Holy Land.” Adventure opportunities 
include scuba diving and snorkel-
ing in the world-renowned Red Sea, 
a four-wheel tour and bedouin lunch 
in the Wadi Rum desert romanticized 
by Lawrence of Arabia, as well as 
planned hikes in the ancient Naba-
taean city of Petra. 

We will also conduct a hillside church 
service in the ancient Christian refuge 
city of Pella that includes a beautiful 
view of the Jordan Valley. The 2007 
Feast will move between three loca-
tions—Amman (six nights), Petra (one 
night) and Aqaba (two nights).

Jordan remains an oasis of stability and 
security in a region that continually expe-
riences turmoil. With the blessing of the 
Jordanian royal family, the group will be 
well cared for while in a country renowned 
for its unique bedouin hospitality.

Other tours include:
• Jerash, a beautiful Roman city of 

the Decapolis.
• Mount Nebo, where Moses viewed 

the Holy Land.
• The Dead Sea.
• Bethany on the Jordan River, where 

many believe Jesus was baptized.
In addition, an exciting post-Feast 

extension tour of Israel is being offered. 
Reservations: For itineraries, appli-

cation forms and costs, please refer to 
the Web site www.ucgstp.org/jordan-
feast or call Pilgrim Tours at (800) 438-
8281. You may also contact Colene or 
Cory Erickson at (651) 714-4054 or 
ccerickson@visi.com with questions.

Cory Erickson

Kenya
Lake Naivasha

The lush and lively coastline of Lake 
Naivasha, Kenya, will be the East Africa 
site of the Feast of Tabernacles this fall. 
“Karibuni sana” from your brothers and 
sisters in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda 
who invite you to join us for the Feast this 
year. 

Festival activities will include daily 
services, Bible studies, seminars, swim-
ming, team sports, a tour of KenGen’s 
thermo-electric plant, a hike to an authen-
tic Masai village and a boat trip to a remote 
wild game preserve with a walking safari 
among Africa’s great animals. 

The grassy campground facility also 
offers comfortable rooms and full-board 
meals for international visitors for $65 per 
couple per night. Wildlife on site includes 
hippopotamus, fish eagles, colobus and 
vervet monkeys and many species of 
waterfowl. 

After the Feast, visitors will go on a 
three-day photo safari in Lake Nakuru  
National Park. 

Reservations: To request a Festi-
val Information Packet, please e-mail 
Kenya@ucg.org and visit our Web site at 
www.ucgEastAfrica.org.

John Elliott

Malawi
Malawi is called the “warm heart of 

Africa.” If you are looking for a unique 
Feast experience by a beautiful lake, 
Malawi is the place to keep the Feast. 
Lake Malawi is the third largest lake in 
Africa (362 miles long and 10 to 50 miles 
wide). 

Malawi is a peaceful country with very 
friendly people. There are plenty of activi-
ties that you can participate in, like safaris 
to game parks, sailing, kayaking and snor-
keling. Malawi is a landlocked country in 
Africa bordered by Tanzania to the north 
and Zambia to the west.

The climate is mild, with high tem-
peratures around 27 degrees Celsius (80 
Fahrenheit) at that time of year.  Entry into 
Malawi is easy. For Americans, for exam-
ple, a passport is all that is necessary and 
visas are not required. An airport fee ($30 
at the present time) must be paid before 
leaving the country.

Access by air is available to the lodge 
from Lilongwe, which is about 170 
miles from the Feast site. British Air-
ways and South African Airways have 
many flights to Malawi. Keep in mind 
that Malawi is in a malaria area and 
precautions should be taken. The Feast 
occurs during the dry season, which 
reduces the risk.

Housing is available at Nkopola Lodge 
in Malawi. All rooms at the lodge have air 
conditioning and digital satellite television. 
The lodge has gear available for the water 
sport of your choice, including waterski-
ing, snorkeling, windsurfing or canoeing.  
Rates are about $90 a day per couple at the 
present exchange rate (subject to change). 
This includes breakfast. Other accommo-
dations at a reduced price are also avail-
able in the area. The lodge is located within 
walking distance of the hall where services 
are held.

Lake Malawi offers the opportunity for 
a unique African experience. 

Reservations: If you are interested in 
attending the Feast in Malawi, call Mor-
gen Kriedemann in South Africa at +27 
82 929-8844 or send an e-mail to mor-
gen_kriedemann@ucg.org.

Bill Jahns

Mexico
Acapulco

As always God has again provided a 
wonderful place for His 2007 spiritual 
banquet. This year the Feast in Mexico 
will be celebrated with the folklore and 
beauty of the city of Acapulco, which 
is one of Mexico’s most important and 
famous beach resorts. 

Acapulco is located on the Pacific coast, 
395 kilometers (245 miles) from Mexico 
City. It has a warm, humid climate with 
temperatures ranging from 22 to 33 
degrees Celsius (72 to 91 degrees Fahren-
heit), with sunny days throughout the year. 
The best warmth, however, is the warmth 
of the Mexican brethren.

Acapulco also offers a wide variety of 
activities. From its high-speed boat rides 
to its peaceful sunsets, Acapulco has it all!

The recommended hotel for interna-
tional visitors will be the five-star Crowne 
Plaza Hotel, which is built on a wide beach 
at the heart of Acapulco’s golden zone. The 

remodeled Crowne Plaza is a luxury resort 
featuring 427 rooms and suites distributed 
over a majestic 28-story pyramid. 

Please check our Web site www.unida-
mex.org.mx for more information about 
Acapulco and the hotels. 

The negotiated prices for the United 
Church of God group per room for the 
Crown Plaza Hotel are: 

• 700 pesos per night for double occu-
pancy rooms with two children under 12 
years of age free.

• 900 pesos per night for triple occu-
pancy rooms with two children under 12 
years of age free.

The prices above do not include taxes, 
which are approximately 17 percent (15 
percent federal tax plus 2 percent hotel 
tax). Also, a 30-pesos tip for bellboys 
upon entrance and departure as well as 
a 30-pesos per night per room tip for the 
maids is expected. (The rate of exchange 
is about 11 pesos to $1 at this time.)

Most of the Mexican members will be 
staying at the Club del Sol Hotel across 
the street (about two short blocks from the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel). The Club del Sol is 
a low-cost three-star hotel. It does not have 
a beach. This hotel is a better option for 
our Mexican brethren because it provides 
kitchenettes, which allow our brethren to 
cook their own meals at very low cost for 
them and their families. 

The cost per room at the Club del Sol 
Hotel is: 

• 500 pesos per night (about $34) with 
up to four persons, adults or children, per 
room.

Our personal recommendation for all 
international visitors is to stay at the more 
comfortable Crowne Plaza Hotel. Howev-
er, if you, for whatever reason, would like 
to stay at the Club del Sol Hotel with the 
Mexican brethren or at another location 
altogether, you are welcome to do so.

We are asking our brethren to give a 
tithe of their second tithe at the location in 
order to pay for the hall rental. This year 
we were unable to get the hotel hall for 
free, therefore, we will have to rent one. 
It is our desire to have as many brethren 
as we can come and share the Feast with 
us, but we do need to rent a space large 
enough to accommodate us all.

We have had many wonderful Feasts 
in Acapulco in the past and are looking 
forward to having you there this year, in 
the presence of God, to have our best Feast 
ever!

Reservations: 
For the Crown Plaza Hotel: For reser-

vations guaranteed with a credit card, con-
tact the Reservations Department: phone: 
011 52 (744) 440-5555 extension 3026 
(from the United States) or the toll-free 
number 01 800 712 2000 (from Mexico).

For deposits for the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel:

Name: Sasa del Pacifico, S.A. DE 
CV; bank: Santander Serfin; account: 
65501630463; branch: 5811. Send a copy 
of the deposit slip by fax (011 052 (744) 
440-5503) to Mercedes Gomez.

The person at the Crowne Plaza in 
charge of our group is Vicky Serna, and 
the group’s manager is Mercedes Gomez, 
who can be reached by phone at 011 52 
(744) 440-5555, extension 3137 and by 
fax at  011 52 (744) 440-5503.

For deposits for the Club Del Sol 
Hotel: 

Name: Lauro A. Roybal; bank: IBC–
International Bank of Commerce; branch: 

McAllen, Texas; account: 50163781-16; 
wires: 1149-02528.

Reservations to the Club Del Sol have 
to be made through the Church, therefore 
please inform us about your deposits by 
e-mail (lroybal@prodigy.net.mx) or send 
a copy of your deposit slips (phone/fax: 
011-52-818-357-8434). Also, in the same 
message, give us the names and ages of the 
persons to occupy the room(s).

We need you to pay 50 percent when 
making your reservation, and the rest by 
Aug. 15.

Larry Roybal

New Zealand
Taupo

Volcanically created Lake Taupo is the 
stunning backdrop for this year’s New 
Zealand Feast site. The scenic resort town 
of Taupo is located on New Zealand’s 
North Island, just four hours’ drive south 
of Auckland International Airport. Taupo 
may be reached by rental car or bus, trav-
eling through the green countryside of 
lush Waikato farmland. Regular domestic 
flights also service Taupo from Auckland 
and Wellington.

Taupo, population 30,000, is nestled 
on the northern end of beautiful Lake 
Taupo, New Zealand’s largest lake. 
Lake Taupo is internationally famous 
for its rainbow trout and offers a wide 
range of chartered fishing boats for hire. 
Bungee jumping, Zorbing, skydiving 
and various adventure sports are attrac-
tions in this region. 

Local places of interest include the Ara-
tiatia Rapids and Huka Falls, Craters of the 
Moon boiling mud pools and the Wairakei 
Geothermal Project. Thermal hot pools are 
included in some accommodation units, 
as well as in inexpensive public facilities. 
Tourist information about many activities 
is provided on Taupo’s official Web site 
www.laketauponz.com and www.desti-
nation-nz.com.

Within an hour’s drive of Taupo is 
the city of Rotorua, with its many Mao-
ri and thermal attractions. Close by are 
areas for fly-fishing, hunting and bush 
walking. Mount Ruapehu is a two-
hour drive south of Lake Taupo. The 
mountain, an active volcano, is known 
for its excellent snow skiing. The ski 
fields are normally operating during the 
Feast period.

Taupo offers an excellent range of 
accommodations, including backpacker 
hostels, motels, lodges, holiday rental 
homes and four-star hotels. Prices range 
from NZ$40 to over NZ$200 per night. 
Useful New Zealand accommodation 
Web sites include www.aatravel.co.nz, 
www.jasons.com and www.holiday-
homes.co.nz/.

Our Feast weather is normally temper-
ate, with cooler nights and warm sunny 
days. Visitors should bring warm clothing, 
as it can be cool in the evenings.

Services will be held at the Suncourt 
Hotel and Conference Centre (www.
suncourt.co.nz) in central Taupo. The 
New Zealand brethren look forward to 
welcoming you and the many overseas 
visitors who visit us each year. Atten-
dance is expected to be over 100 people 
this year.

Location of Services: Suncourt Hotel 
and Conference Centre, 14 Northcroft St., 
Taupo; phone +64 7-3788265. 
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First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Visitors wishing to 
transfer to the Taupo site, please contact 
Feast coordinator Jeff Caudle, P.O. Box 
22, Shortland St., Auckland 1015, New 
Zealand; e-mail jeff_caudle@ucg.org; 
phone +64 9-817 5496.

Art Verschoor

Nigeria
Aiyetoro, Ogun State

The Feast of Tabernacles 2007 in 
Nigeria will be held at Afobaje Hotel in 
Aiyetoro (meaning “peaceful world”), 
Ogun State, in the southwestern part 
of Nigeria. While the facilities cannot 
compare to a Western-type hotel, Afo-
baje Hotel offers comfortable, air-con-
ditioned and neat rooms at a reasonable 
price, two standby generators to ensure 
constant power supply, continuous run-
ning water in all rooms, a very nice hall, 
all located in a serene and quiet country-
side environment.  

The family atmosphere is ideal for 
members to reflect on the coming King-
dom of God and the fellowship all will 
enjoy at that time. All activities except 
the excursion are planned to take place 
within the hotel environment. Members 
of God’s Church will likely be occupy-
ing the entire facility along with the hotel 
staff. It is the same site used for the Feast 
in 2006.

The Feast site is an ideal place for those 
who want to enjoy fellowshipping and 
spending time with God’s people. A tourist 
center called “The Rock” is located about 
20-minutes’ drive from the Feast site. We 
would be happy to have international 
visitors who would not mind the lack of 
an extensive tourist opportunity but the 
opportunity to fellowship with their Nige-
rian brethren from various parts of the 
country. Our overseas brethren will come 
to see why Nigerians were judged to be the 
happiest people in the world by an inde-
pendent Western-based social research 
body in 2005. 

Time spent in Lagos on arrival prior 
to the Feast will be the only available 
touring opportunity. Our brethren from 
overseas would be met at the airport and 
would be treated as honored friends and 
guests as African hospitality requires. 
Their reservations at Eko Hotel (where 
they will stay for a day or two before leav-
ing for the Feast site) can be made online 
in advance 

Reservations: Those interested in 
transferring to the Nigerian Feast site 
should please contact the pastor, Fred 
Kellers, at fred_kellers@ucg.org. He will 
provide you with information on safety 
precautions. 

Oludare Akinbo

Peru
Huanchaco

Huanchaco is, once again, the cho-
sen place for God’s people to attend the 
Feast of Tabernacles this year in Peru. 
Huanchaco is located 360 miles north 
from Lima. Huanchaco is a picturesque 
and peaceful little town on the shores of 
the Pacific Ocean, with warm weather all 
year long. 

From Lima you can get to Huanchaco 

either by bus or by plane (one hour by 
plane and eight hours by bus). Trans-
portation prices are about $240 round-
trip by plane and $60 round-trip in very 
comfortable buses. 

Hotel prices vary in Huanchaco from 
$20 to $40 a night for a room. Also, if you 
prefer, you can stay in Trujillo, a big city 
12 minutes’ ride away from Huanchaco 
where you can find hotels from $30 to 
$100 a night. If you stay in Trujillo, you 
need to consider about $100 for transpor-
tation back and forth from Trujillo to the 
Feast site. In Huanchaco you can find nice, 
clean places to enjoy good meals with 
prices between $10 to $20.

We will be having services and all Feast-
related activities at Hostal Bracamonte. 
If you are interested in staying in Hostal 
Bracamonte, you need to register through 
the Church, since we have made a contract 
with them for a special price for the eight 
days of the Feast. Hostal Bracamonte is 
a nice, clean place with hot water and a 
swimming pool, among other facilities. 
The price to stay at the  Hostal Bracamonte 
for the eight days, including breakfast, is 
$100 per person in double rooms (there are 
no single rooms). 

We will be offering translation from 
Spanish to English, but we have very lim-
ited space for transfers.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26.
Reservations: For further details or 

to request an application form, contact 
Manuel Quijano by e-mail at smquija@
terra.com.pe.

If you plan to stay in Hostal Bracamon-
te, please contact us as soon as possible, 
since we have very limited space.

Manuel Quijano

Philippines
Baguio City

Baguio is a city in the northern moun-
tains of Luzon some 260 kilometers 
(160 miles) north of Manila. Being a 
temperate place in this predominantly 
warm and humid tropical country, it has 
been known as the summer capital of the 
Philippines.

As in the past five consecutive years, 
services for this year’s Feast of Taberna-
cles will again be held at the conference 
hall of the Girl Scouts of the Philippines 
(GSP) Ang Ating Tahanan grounds. The 
hall where services will be held can easily 
accommodate as many as 150 Feastgo-
ers. 

The GSP grounds have cottages and 
dormitory-type accommodations where 
Feastgoers can lodge within walking dis-
tance from the service hall. But for those 
who are more adventurous and prefer to 
stay outside the Festival grounds, nearby 
hotels and inns are also available. Costs 
of accommodations range from $4 per 
person per day for dormitory-type accom-
modations to $60 per night for hotel room 
accommodations.

This year, we are again expecting some 
100 to 120 Feastgoers. These are brethren 
coming mainly from the Luzon Island 
region of the country. But we always wel-
come and are looking forward to as many 
brethren as possible who are coming from 
international areas who would like to enjoy 
and celebrate the Feast with us. 

Location of Services: Conference 
hall of the Girl Scouts of the Philippines 
(GSP) Ang Ating Tahanan grounds 

along South Drive, Baguio City, Philip-
pines.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
6:30 p.m.

Reservations: Those interested may 
get in touch with Rey Evasco by e-mail at 
ucgmnl@pacific.net.ph or by phone at +63 
(917) 814 7826 or by mail at MCPO Box 
4774, Makati City 1287, Philippines.

Rey Evasco

Davao City
Considered the “fruit basket of the 

country” on the island of Mindanao, 
Davao City is blessed to be situated out-
side the typhoon belt of the Philippine 
archipelago. For three consecutive years, it 
has been judged by Asia Week magazine as 
the “most livable city in the Philippines,” 
while the Asian Institute of Management 
and trade journals consider it as the “most 
competitive metropolitan city.”

Located just 1½ hours by jet south of 
Manila (about $50 airfare, one way), its 
modern international airport connects 
directly with flights to and from Singapore, 
plus many other Southeast Asian capitals 
and, of course, with the rest of the country. 
The city’s approximately 2,000 taxis may 
be called by telephone due to their use of 
two-way radio transceivers.

Characterized by breezy and mild 
tropical temperatures ranging from 20 
to 32 degrees Celsius (68 to 89 Fahren-
heit), the Festival season is also the peak 
of fruit season. In addition to the splendor 
of rare tropical flowers, beautiful white 
sand beaches dotted with coconut trees, 
shores lapped by clear blue waters reflect-
ing warm azure skies, most beach resorts 
maintain international standards.

But beyond these nice physical fea-
tures, the Festival campsite ambience 
lends itself to enhanced fellowshipping, 
spiritual meditation and our being called 
out of this world.

The Festival venue this year will again 
be at the GSP Regional Training Camp in 
Daliao, Toril, Davao City, which is about a 
kilometer from the sea coast, and familiar 
to all taxi drivers. It is about 20 kilometers 
(12.5 miles) from the Davao International 
Airport.

All housing facilities in camp have 
screens and some rooms are air-condi-
tioned. Meals will be served in the air-con-
ditioned dining hall. Designed to make it 
most affordable, it is hard to beat the offer 
of three meals per day plus an air-condi-
tioned room for only about $7 per person 
per day.

For those looking for more classy 
accommodations and meals, downtown 
hotels located about 15 kilometers (10 
miles) from the Festival site offer more 
choices depending on features and qual-
ity. Downtown five-star buffets cost about 
$10 per person per meal. Rates include 
taxes. Tips are not obligatory. (Presently 
US$1 is about PhP48.)

Services will be conducted in English 
(with translation into Cebuano). 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: For more information, 
please contact the Festival coordina-
tor, Edmond Macaraeg, through any of 
the following: E-mail, ed_macaraeg@
ucg.org; P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO 8000 
Davao City, Philippines; phone/fax: +(63 
82) 241-0150; or mobile phone: +63 918 
919 4346.

Edmond D. Macaraeg

Iloilo City
One of the three Feast sites for UCG 

Philippines will be held once again at 
Punta Villa Beach Resort in Iloilo City, 
which is located in the Visayas Islands in 
the central part of the Philippines. About 
283 miles from Manila, it is the gateway 
to the flourishing Western Visayas region. 
Iloilo’s climate is tropical. Temperatures 
range from 27 to 32 degrees Celsius (82 to 
90 Fahrenheit) throughout the year. It has 
two main seasons—rainy (June to Sep-
tember) and dry (October to May).

You can travel to Iloilo from other parts 
of the Philippines in style. By air, there are 
jets daily from Manila, which take about 
an hour for a one-way fare ranging from 
$48 to $52. By sea, sailing time is about 
20 hours from Manila for a one-way 
fare ranging from $22 to $36. Passenger 
jeepneys, metered taxis, buses and private 
cars regularly ply the city’s public road 
networks.

A visit to Iloilo is a trip back to the past, 
without losing touch with the present. One 
can still find scores of neoclassical struc-
tures dotting the streets. Most of these are 
mansions built during the Spanish era, 
reminiscent of a glorious past.

Iloilo has stretches of seaside commu-
nities and beach resorts. Scuba diving, 
swimming and snorkeling can be done in 
Guimaras Islands, a 15-minute ride on a 
motorized boat (banca). Their underwater 
seascapes are some of the most undis-
turbed in the country.

Above all, you’ll experience the love, 
warmth and hospitality of the wonderful 
brethren. Expected attendance is 130 or 
more.

Room rates are as follows: Executive 
rooms with hot/cold bath, TV and refrig-
erator—$25; double queen-sized bed 
rooms with hot/cold bath, TV and refrig-
erator—$21; standard double bed rooms 
with hot/cold bath and TV—$17.

Morning services are a daily feature, 
balanced by a variety of afternoon social 
activities and sports except on the Holy 
Days.

If anyone would like to take a side trip 
to one of the best beaches in the world, 
Boracay Island Resort is highly recom-
mended.

Location of Services: Coral Ballroom, 
Punta Villa Resort (fully-air conditioned).

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: For more details, book-
ings or reservations, contact Florante G. 
Siopan, P.O. Box 713, 6100 Bacolod 
City, Philippines; by telephone at +63 34 
708-3005 and +63 34 435-3231 and (cell 
phone) +63 9209388786; or by e-mail at 
florante_siopan@ucg.org.

Florante Siopan

Portugal
Costa de Caparica

The fishing village of Costa de Capari-
ca, just outside Lisbon, will once again be 
the site for the United Church of God Feast 
in Portugal.

Services will be held at the Hotel Costa 
da Caparica (www.hotelcostacaparica.pt/), 
a four-star hotel on the seafront serviced by 
restaurants and eating facilities with con-
tinental esplanades on the wide sidewalk 
just outside the hotel. 

Language and Services: Services will 
be held mainly in English with translation 

into Portuguese. There will be a few mes-
sages in Portuguese, which will be trans-
lated into English. Please bring a small 
portable radio with an earpiece to tune in 
to the translation. 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, at 
8 p.m. 

Reservations: To register for the Feast, 
please download the 2007 Festival Regis-
tration–Portugal form from the UCG Web 
site at www.ucg.org/portugues/feast/ and 
submit your registration by either:

• e-mailing the completed registration 
form to the Festival coordinator (Jorge de 
Campos) at jorge_decampos@ucg.org 

• or faxing the registration form to 
Jorge de Campos’ attention at (513) 
576-9795.

Accommodation Rates:
• Single room: 55.50 euros/night (or 66 

euros if a sea view is requested), including 
breakfast.

• Double room: 62 euros/night (that is, 
31 euros per person if you share), includ-
ing two breakfasts.

• Double room with sea view: 78.50 
euros/night (that is, 39.25 euros per person 
if you share), including two breakfasts.

• Extra child in room, 3 years old and 
under: free, if sharing a room with two 
adults, including breakfast.

• Extra child from 4 to 11 years old: 
15 euros/night, if sharing room with two 
adults, including breakfast. There is an 
absolute maximum of one extra bed per 
room. No exceptions.

• Children from 4 to 11 years old in a 
separate room: 25 percent discount from 
adult price. 

• Children 12 years old and older pay 
adult rates at the hotel.

Please use the following Web sites to 
get more information about the Feast, the 
hotel and places to visit in Lisbon: 

• More about the Feast in Portugal: 
www.ucg.org/portugues/feast/.

• www.hotelcostacaparica.pt/ENG-
LISH/index.html for a view of the hotel 
and conference room where the Feast will 
be held.

• www.atl-turismolisboa.pt for Lisbon 
tourist information.

• www.portugal.org for general infor-
mation about Portugal.

Jorge de Campos

Rwanda
Muhazi

Beautiful Lake Muhazi in north central 
Rwanda will be the site of the Feast of 
Tabernacles for 2007. Attendance at this 
French and Kinyarwanda-speaking site is 
expected to be 70. 

Lodging, meals and services will be in 
a house and on its grounds on the lake-
shore. Meals will be prepared by those 
attending this site. Visitors would need 
to stay in Kigali and commute to the site 
each day via a one-hour taxi ride. The 
situation is currently calm and stable in 
Rwanda.

Visitors can also arrange a trip to visit 
mountain gorillas in the Virunga National 
Park on a day trip from Kigali.

Festival activities will include a family 
activity day, a talent show and Bible stud-
ies.

At the time of writing no visa is required 
for U.S. and most European citizens. 
Nationals of other countries should check 
with the Rwandan Embassy in their coun-
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try. A yellow fever vaccination may be 
required for entry.

Registration: More information and 
registration forms may be received by 
contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by writing 
to French Department, United Church of 
God, an International Association, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, 
USA; or by calling (513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

St. Lucia
Vieux Fort

The island of St. Lucia is 238 square 
miles with a population of over 150,000. 
The St. Lucian people are renowned for 
their friendliness, warmth and welcoming 
approach that can shine as brightly as the 
Caribbean sun.

The island is lush and tropical. The 
famed Piton Mountains are the signature 
of St. Lucia. These volcanic peaks are 
named Gros and Petit and rise 2,620 feet 
and 2,460 feet, respectively. Beyond their 
sheer size, these natural skyscrapers sym-
bolize the island: pristine and dramatically 
beautiful. Other attractions are Diamond 
Falls and Mineral Baths, along with the 
“Drive-In Volcano.”

The Feast this year will be at the recent-
ly renovated, all-inclusive property known 
as Coconut Bay Beach Resort and Spa in 
Vieux Fort. This is located at the southern 
tip of the island, less than five minutes 
away from St. Lucia’s largest airport, 
Hewanorra (UVF). Take a peek at their 
Web site: www.coconutbayresortandspa.
com. 

The following all-inclusive rates (per 
room, per night) will apply: $126, based 
on single occupancy; $186, double; $266, 
triple; $326, quad. Children ages 3 to 12 
are $55 per child per night. (There is a 
maximum of four persons per room.)

These rates include the following:
• Airport transfers to and from 

Hewanorra International Airport.
• Tax and gratuities.
• Welcome drink upon arrival.
• Meals at any of the four restaurants.
• Beverage service from any of the 

four bars.
• Complete fitness center.
• Daily/evening activities and enter-

tainment.
• Three swimming pools.
• Cocoland Water Park featuring two 

exhilarating slides.
• Four tennis courts.
First Service: Thursday, Sept. 27, at 

10 a.m.
Location of Services: The second floor 

restaurant (converted into a meeting room) 
of the Coconut Bay Beach Resort and Spa 
in Vieux Fort, St. Lucia. The restaurant is 
only accessible by steps and will seat about 
100, so make your reservations now.

Reservations and Registration: Hotel 
reservations can be made by calling their 
toll-free number in the United States, (866) 
978-6226, and mentioning that you are 
with the United Church of God group. The 
number outside the United States is 758-
459-6000. An initial one-night deposit per 
room is required by June 15, 2007. Final 
payment is due by August 26, 2007.

To register for the Feast, which is dif-
ferent from the reservation, contact Arnold 
Hampton at arnold_hampton@ucg.org or 
phone at (410) 655-6265.

Arnold Hampton

Singapore
Singapore is one of United’s newest 

Asian Feast sites, located at one of the 
world’s strategic commercial and tech-
nological centers. For 2006, 9.7 million 
visitors were attracted to Singapore’s 
modern tourist attractions, world-class 
hotels and shopping and global busi-
ness opportunities, a figure 2½ times 
greater than the island nation’s popu-
lation.

 Singapore is considered the busi-
est port in the world, with over 600 
shipping lines sending supertankers, 
container ships and passenger liners 
to share busy waters with coastal fish-
ing vessels. Some 70 airlines and more 
than 130 international banks conduct 
business in Singapore.

Visitor attractions include the Singa-
pore Zoo and Night Safari, the tropical 
Jurong Bird Park, Sentosa Island and 
Underwater World, the Asian Civi-
lizations and History Museums, the 
Merlion, Singapore Science Centre 
and IMAX Theatre, Little India, Chi-
natown and Malay Heritage Centre. 
Tourism information is available from 
Singapore’s official tourism Web site 
www.visitsingapore.com.

The population, being a microcosm 
of Asia, is reflected in Singapore’s 
unique cuisines. Delicious foods from 
India, China, Malaysia and Indonesia 
are widely available from clean food 
courts, hotels and restaurants. An 
inexpensive, safe rapid transit system 
including subways and buses operates 
all over the island from morning till 
night, 18 hours a day.

Forty local brethren from Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Singapore very much 
look forward to welcoming interna-
tional brethren to attend services with 
them at the spacious Orchid Country 
Club in Singapore.  All services are 
conducted in English.

Most brethren plan to stay at the 
Orchid Country Club (www.orchid-
club.com).  The club grounds include 
three swimming pools, a fitness club, 
tennis courts, a 30-lane bowling alley, 
three nine-hole golf courses and a 
driving range. (For Australian golfers 
there are reciprocal club arrangements; 
please refer to Web site). 

This facility is owned and operated 
by the Singapore Labour Foundation 
and offers reasonable pricing for Sin-
gaporeans and international visitors 
alike.  Various cuisines are offered in 
the on-site restaurants. Free shuttle bus 
service connects guests with the mod-
ern mass transit system and other din-
ing and shopping facilities.

Room rates for the Orchid Country 
Club are listed in Singapore dollars 
(S$), not including 7 percent goods 
and services tax (GST), applicable 
from July 1, 2007.  Prices are per room 
(or suite as indicated) per night. The 
current exchange rate is approximately 
S$1.53/US$1.00 (www.xe.com).

• Deluxe twin room (one queen bed 
and one single bed or two single beds), 
S$115 (single occupancy), S$130 
(double occupancy) and S$165 (triple 
occupancy), includes buffet breakfast.

• Deluxe suite (two bedrooms and 
one living room), S$300, includes 

buffet breakfast for four persons.
Location of Services: Orchid Coun-

try Club, 1 Orchid Club Rd., Singapore 
769162; phone +65 6755 9811.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Visitors wishing to 
transfer to the Singapore site or make 
bookings at the Orchid Country Club, 
please contact Feast coordinator Jeff 
Caudle, P.O. Box 22, Shortland St., 
Auckland 1015, New Zealand; e-mail 
jeff_caudle@ucg.org; or telephone +64 
9-817 5496.

Jeff Caudle

South Africa
George

If you are looking for a Feast site 
that reflects the exciting, soon-coming 
Kingdom of God, George—a friendly, 
peaceful town on South Africa’s south 
coast—is a wonderful place to start.

George caters to everyone—young 
or old, adventure seekers or those look-
ing for a few quiet, reflective days. 
The natural beauty of this small town 
nestled at the foot of the majestic Out-
eniqua Mountains provides a foretaste 
of how the earth will be under Jesus 
Christ’s reign.

There are many activities to look 
forward to after services, and Church 
group activities will be arranged. Walk, 
hike or bike ride through various trails 
in natural forests or kayak and canoe 
on peaceful lakes and lagoons. Stroll 
along soft white beaches and swim 
in the warm Indian Ocean or play a 
round of golf at a world-acclaimed golf 
course. Visit nature reserves and see 
and learn about an astonishing variety 
of monkeys, birds and wild animals. 
Hand-feed or take a sunset walk with 
elephants or pet a cheetah or a young 
white lion.

The wilder side of George will 
provide the thrill of cage diving with 
crocodiles or riding ostriches. Bungee 
from the highest jump in the world, 
abseil down a river gorge or paraglide 
over the coast. Play Tarzan by heading 
for the forest treetops, traveling along 
zip lines in an adrenaline-filled canopy 
tour. Surf or body-board at some of 
the most renowned beaches in South 
Africa.

Church services will once again be 
held in the lovely wood-decked hall 
of the Nelson Mandela Metropoli-
tan University, surrounded by acres 
of well-tended lawns and forests. 
The hall is located near most of the 
accommodation options as well as a 
new attractive shopping center with 
restaurants, banks, stores and cinemas 
– alleviating the need to travel into the 
town center. 

Housing in George is well priced and 
very comfortable—from self-catering 
to B&Bs to hotels. With most of the 
members staying in the same resorts 
near the beach, the Feast is character-
ized by much fellowship and many 
get-togethers.

For more information, maps and 
photos, please visit www.fotrsa.co.za.

Come and enjoy a wonderful Feast 
with us. We look forward to welcom-
ing you.

Location of Services: George cam-

pus of the Nelson Mandela Metropoli-
tan University.

Information/Reservations: George 
has an airport and is only 450 kilo-
meters (about 275 miles) from Cape 
Town International Airport. It would 
be appreciated if international visitors 
would contact the Festival elder, Stan 
Botha, by e-mail at stanbotha@xsinet.
co.za.

Claire Gordon

Uvongo
Uvongo has been a Festival site in 

South Africa since 1995. The warm, 
subtropical climate and pristine bathing 
beach make it an ideal venue to host the 
annual Feast of Tabernacles.

The town of Uvongo is situated on 
the coast of Kwazulu Natal approxi-
mately 120 kilometers (75 miles) south 
of Durban International Airport. It is a 
major holiday destination for local and 
international tourists. 

The warm Indian Ocean is ideal for 
all types of water sports and other relat-
ed activities and the area is known for 
its relaxed, “laid-back” atmosphere.

Lodging is plentiful and is very 
reasonably priced compared to most 
other holiday destinations. Because 
of the many restaurants in the area, 
most of the brethren prefer to stay in 
a complex of self-catering units such 
as Laguna La Crete. This very popular 
complex has over a hundred two- and 
three-bedroom units, many of which 
have spectacular views of the coast-
line.

Often schools of dolphins can be 
seen frolicking in the surf and, weather 
permitting, offshore whale and dolphin 
watching can be arranged.

The scenery changes dramatically a 
few kilometers inland from the coast, 
and there are many scenic drives espe-
cially through the spectacular Oribi 
Gorge. This is the venue for the more 
adventurous bungee jumpers.

Accommodations range from $50 
to $100 per day for self-catering units, 
but as the Feast this year falls during 
the high season, it is advisable to book 
early.

Location of Services: Uvongo 
Town Hall.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: There is a 14 percent VAT on 
most items purchased. This is refund-
able to international visitors at the 
point of departure. Receipts will be 
required.

Information: Visitors requiring fur-
ther information should visit the Web 
site www.fotrsa.co.za or e-mail Neville 
Smith at neville_smith@ucg.org.

Neville Smith

Sri Lanka
Beruwela

Sri Lanka is a small island of diver-
sity off the southern coast of India. 
The climate is tropical, the people are 
wonderful and hospitable and the food 
is delicious. 

The location of the Feast site will 
be the Club Palm Garden located in 
Beruwela, which is 35 miles south of 
the capital city, Colombo. Beruwela is 
located on the southwestern coast of Sri 

Lanka, along the beautiful shoreline of 
the Indian Ocean. Visitors will enjoy 
some beautiful sunsets over the Indian 
Ocean. The weather will be warm and 
tropical, with sunny skies tempered 
with the cooling effect of some tropi-
cal rains.

Services will be in English, and the 
expected attendance is 30 to 60 people. 
One of the highlights of the Feast will 
be the talent show. Short excursions can 
also be arranged during the Feast, and 
longer excursions to the hill country 
(tea-producing area) can be arranged 
before or after the Feast.

International guests will arrive at 
the Colombo International Airport and 
can hire a taxi to Beruwela for approxi-
mately $20 to $30. The trip normally 
takes about one or two hours, depend-
ing on the time of arrival and traffic.

The Club Palm Garden is a nice, all-
inclusive beach resort with a friendly 
and courteous staff offering Feastgoers 
a wonderful example of South Asian 
hospitality. You will enjoy an abun-
dance of delicious food featuring Sri 
Lankan curries and international fare. 
Most dinners will feature entertain-
ment with a live band playing Western 
and Sri Lankan music.

Photos of the hotel can be viewed 
at www.clubpalmgardenhotel.com. 
The rates are for full board and are as 
follows: single—$42; double—$57; 
triple—$77.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7 p.m.

Reservations: For additional infor-
mation and reservations, please check 
our Web site at http://ucg-srilanka.org/
feast/ or contact David Baker by e-mail 
at david_baker@ucg.org or call (585) 
624-5166.

David Baker

Togo
Kpalimé

Members from Togo and Benin will 
celebrate the Feast at a private school 
complex in the town of Kpalimé about 
75 miles north of the capital city of 
Lomé. About 60 people are expected 
to attend this French-speaking site. As 
this site is French-speaking only, any-
one wishing to transfer in needs to be 
fluent in the language. 

Lodging, meals and services will 
be at the site, and those attending the 
Feast will prepare the meals. Several 
rudimentary but adequate hotels are 
available to visitors in Kpalimé.

The situation is currently calm in 
Togo, and travel there is relatively 
safe, though there has been political 
unrest and some rioting in the past year, 
especially targeting French nationals, 
following a “controversial” election. 
Potential visitors should monitor the 
situation carefully.

Activities will include hikes, a fam-
ily games day, soccer matches and a 
talent show. A visa and a yellow fever 
vaccination are required for entry into 
Togo.

Registration: More information 
and registration forms may be received 
by contacting info-fr@ucg.org; or by 
writing to French Department, United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
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OH 45254-1027, USA; or by calling 
(513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

United States
Anchorage, Alaska

Anchorage is again being sponsored 
as a Festival site. Due to limited space, 
this is not an open-to-all site. See spe-
cial instructions below for applying to 
this Feast site.

As in 2004 the Sheraton Anchorage 
Hotel will host services and the bulk 
of housing accommodations. The 16-
story hotel features comfortable guest 
rooms with museum-quality sculpture 
and artwork. It has earned an interna-
tional reputation for dining excellence 
and friendly service. The impressive 
atrium lobby features a jade staircase 
and a Native Alaskan design motif. If 
the Sheraton reaches hotel room capac-
ity, other overflow hotels will be pro-
vided.

Rate: $108 for standard rooms and 
$128 for club level rooms. Under 18 
free and third and fourth adults are 
$10 each. Parking is free for those who 
drive or rent cars.

Anchorage offers the convenience, 
excitement and ambience of a small 
but cosmopolitan city nestled into the 
upper reaches of historic Cook Inlet. 
Recreational and cultural activities 
coexist within walking distance of 
each other year-round. Wildlife view-
ing, fishing, hiking, biking and cross-
country ski trails are minutes from 
downtown.

Anchorage is a jumping-off point 
for a myriad of wilderness and out-
door adventures, including some of 
the world’s most pristine and famous 
wildlife areas: Denali National Park, 
Kenai Fjords National Park, Prince 
William Sound, Katmai National Park, 
the Alaska Botanical Garden, Alyeska 
Resort, Big Game Alaska, the Alaska 
Zoo, Chugach National Forest and the 
Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge.

At this time, Church-sponsored 
activities have not been finalized, but 
group activities will be arranged.

Location of Services: Sheraton 
Hotel Anchorage, 401 E. 6th Ave., 
Anchorage, Alaska.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: The room tax is 12 percent 
and there is no city sales tax.

Registration/Application: There is 
a $125 per adult and $50 per child (age 
18 and under) nonrefundable applica-
tion/approval fee. This will be applied 
to your hotel room bill. 

This will be returned only under two 
conditions: 1. If the capacity of the site 
is reached and no more approvals can 
be made. 2. If there is a cancellation and 
another party can fill your hotel space. 
Unexpected emergencies may result in 
the loss of monies. The Church sug-
gests taking out travel insurance for 
protection.

A personal check, traveler’s check 
or money order made payable to the 
United Church of God are the only 
acceptable forms of payment for the 
application. Note “Alaska” on the 
memo line of your payment. A credit 
card number will be required upon 

notification of approval to hold your 
hotel room.

For further information, write to 
USFestival@ucg.org or call (970) 
484-5878 or see the application in the 
December 2006 issue of United News.

Doug Horchak

Bend-Redmond, Oregon
The Bend-Redmond area is pleased 

to host the Feast of Tabernacles again 
in 2007. Nestled in the pines of Cen-
tral Oregon, Bend is the hub of the 
resort area in the Cascade Mountains. 
The beautiful scenery of snowcapped 
mountains, towering ponderosa pines, 
sparkling lakes and mountain streams 
with spectacular waterfalls provides 
a millennial setting. Warm, sunny 
days and crisp, cool nights are typical 
autumn weather during the Fall Festi-
val season. 

All types of housing are available 
from low-cost motel rooms (some 
with kitchenettes) to resort homes 
and condominiums with full kitchens, 
fireplaces and hot tubs near the meet-
ing facility in Redmond. Other scenic 
resort housing accommodations are 
available in Bend and Sunriver.

Central Oregon offers a wide 
range of family-oriented activi-
ties—far more than could possibly be 
crammed into eight days. The nation-
ally acclaimed High Desert Museum 
features impressive indoor natural 
history exhibits and live animal pro-
grams in an outdoor setting. New-
berry National Volcanic Monument 
offers views of interesting features of 
the area’s volcanic past, including a 
large lava cave that is open to explore 
on foot. Crater Lake is another well-
known scenic attraction within driv-
ing distance.

Outdoor activities include hiking or 
biking on your choice of many miles 
of trails, horseback riding, hayrides, 
rock climbing, caves to explore, rock 
hounding, fishing, canoeing, boating 
and white-water rafting on the world-
famous Deschutes River. Golfers will 
enjoy some of the nation’s best courses 
with reasonable green fees. Central 
Oregon also has art galleries, observa-
tories and a nature center. 

Bend has three shopping malls, 
including a factory outlet mall as well 
as the new award-winning Old Mill 
District on the banks of the Deschutes 
River. The small tourist town of Sisters 
is a must for window-shopping and 
souvenirs. Sunriver Resort offers a full 
range of activities, shopping, dining 
and housing. Several new businesses 
and restaurants have opened in the 
past year in Bend, Redmond and sur-
rounding areas, some within a mile of 
the site.

Central Oregon offers a wide vari-
ety of restaurants. Special dining 
experiences include a dinner train 
and a unique dining facility that offers 
a steak the size of a small roast (or a 
whole chicken) with all the trimmings 
for a price you won’t believe in the 
rustic atmosphere of a former cowboy 
shack.

Location of Services: Deschutes 
County Fair and Expo Center, Middle 
Sister Conference Room, 3800 SW 
Airport Way, Redmond, Oregon. This 
state-of-the-art meeting facility is easy 

to find and conveniently located (less 
than a mile from the Bend-Redmond 
airport). 

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Check our Web site (www.ucgbend.
org) for more details as they become 
available. 

Larry J. Walker

Branson, Missouri
Branson is pleased to host the Feast 

of Tabernacles again in 2007. Branson 
is located in the natural mountains of 
the Ozarks, with hardwood forests cov-
ering the beautiful mountainsides. The 
fall colors of these trees provide a stun-
ning atmosphere during Feast. 

Branson sits alongside two beauti-
ful lakes (providing both bass fishing 
and some of the best trout fishing in the 
Midwest). It has many clear flowing 
springs that create miles of interesting 
hiking trails. Country drives through 
the spectacular scenery are also a real 
treat. Branson is ideal for those who 
want to relax and enjoy the beauty of 
God’s creation.

From beautiful first-class accommo-
dations and fine dining, to family-style 
restaurants and buffets, Branson has a 
wide variety of options to choose from. 
There is something to fit everyone’s 
price range in Branson.

The area has entertainment for those 
of all ages, from 10 championship golf 
courses to miniature golf, the Titanic 
museum, Ride the Ducks and go-kart 
tracks, to more than 90 live music 
shows. Branson is a mecca for fam-
ily entertainment. For those who are 
more active, spend the day on one of 
the lakes or at one of several outdoor 
amusement parks. 

Like to shop? Branson has several 
outlet malls, and has now added the 
Branson Landing, which sits on Lake 
Taneycomo in downtown Branson. 
Including a Bass Pro Shop, it provides 
waterfront shopping, dining and enter-
tainment. One of its evening attractions 
is a magnificent $7.5 million water 
fountain spectacular, synchronized to 
light, sound, music and fire! 

For added educational opportuni-
ties, Branson will again provide special 
afternoon or evening seminars in addi-
tion to regular services.

Branson has been one of the favor-
ite “transfer” sites for many years, 
making visiting with brethren from 
around the country and the world a 
plus. Accommodations range from 
kitchenettes to first-class hotels, most 
of which include a deluxe continental 
breakfast. If you like more space, enjoy 
the beauty of one of many reasonably 
priced condominiums overlooking the 
hills or lakes.

Weather during the Feast is usually 
mild, with lows in the 50s and highs in 
the 60s and 70s.

Services will be held in a beautiful 
modern theater with plush seating for 
1,600. An allergy-free room is avail-
able for those in need.

Location of Services: Baldknob-
bers Theater, 76 Country Blvd., Bran-
son, Missouri.

First Service: Thursday, Sept. 27, 
at 10 a.m.

Taxes: Vary from 6 to 12 percent.
Michael Blackwell

Cincinnati, Ohio/Northern 
Kentucky

We’re excited to again be holding 
the Feast in the Northern Kentucky/
Cincinnati area this fall. Come take a 
tour of the home office of the United 
Church of God, which is also the home 
of Ambassador Bible Center. A variety 
of activities is being planned for all 
ages. 

Year-round activities include the 
Purple People Bridge Climb, the only 
attraction of its kind in the northern 
hemisphere. This 2½ hour experience 
provides participants with the best 360-
degree view of the region. This 132-
year old span across the Ohio River is 
now a pedestrian bridge linking Ken-
tucky and Ohio.

The adjoining Newport on the Levee 
and Newport Aquarium complex gives 
young and old alike indelible memories 
of their stay. The Zagat Survey selected 
Newport on the Levee as the #1 Shop-
ping/Mall Attraction for Families in the 
United States in 2004. The survey also 
listed the Newport Aquarium, home of 
“Sweet Pea,” one of the world’s only 
shark rays in captivity, as a top aquari-
um in the United States. The 100,000-
square-foot aquarium houses 600 spe-
cies. “Sleeping With the Sharks” and a 
behind-the-scene tour for children will 
be available.

The National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center highlights Cincinnati 
and Northern Kentucky’s key role in 
the Underground Railroad’s heroic 
efforts to help slaves secure safe pas-
sage across the Ohio River to freedom 
during the 19th century. Other must-
see locations include the Red’s Base-
ball Hall of Fame, Behringer Crawford 
Museum in panoramic Devou Park, 
the Cincinnati Museum Center and the 
Cincinnati Zoo. 

Fine diners and shoppers won’t be 
disappointed either, with hundreds of 
nearby shops and eateries. The World 
of Sports family entertainment com-
plex in Florence and Jillians in Coving-
ton also offer a wide range of family 
activities. So as you can see, there is 
something for everyone.

A variety of housing will be avail-
able, however, many will no doubt 
choose to stay at the site of services, 
the Drawbridge Inn, just off I-75 in Fort 
Mitchell, Kentucky, where we have 
secured some very affordable prices. 
The Drawbridge Inn offers two restau-
rants in-house, an indoor pool, fitness 
center, basketball half court and sand 
volleyball. All services, meetings and 
most Church-sponsored activities will 
take place at the Drawbridge. 

Average October temperatures are 
highs of 68 and lows of 45. 

Why not make plans to join us this 
year for a wonderfully inspiring and 
fun-filled Feast!

Location of Services: Drawbridge 
Inn, just off I-75 in Fort Mitchell, Ken-
tucky.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: The hotel/motel tax rate is 
11.24 percent.

Mark Winner

Escondido (San Diego 
North County), California

For the 10th consecutive year, the 

San Diego area will host the 2007 Feast 
at the California Center for the Arts in 
Escondido, California, a beautiful con-
cert auditorium with an adjoining muse-
um and park.  Escondido is a northern 
suburb of San Diego, about 30 minutes 
north of downtown and San Diego’s 
Lindbergh International Airport. The 
airports in Ontario and Orange County 
are about 1½ hours away. Los Angeles 
International Airport is approximately 
2½ hours away.

The Escondido area offers less traf-
fic congestion than central San Diego. 
“North County” also offers a variety 
of housing options, from homes and 
condos on the beach (25 to 30 minutes 
away) to economy properties near the 
meeting facility. Available optional 
activities in the San Diego area include 
the world-famous San Diego Zoo and 
Balboa Park, the maritime exhibitions 
on San Diego’s harbor, Old Town San 
Diego, Sea World, the Wild Animal 
Park outside Escondido, Legoland in 
nearby Carlsbad and the beautiful wine 
country of nearby Temecula.

We will host a number of special 
activities for all age groups, including 
Family Day, teen activities, young adult 
activities, seniors’ lunch and possibly a 
dinner concert. We are expecting about 
900 to attend. Average temperatures 
range from highs in the upper 80s to 
lows in the 60s.

Location of Services: California 
Center for the Arts Escondido, 340 
North Escondido Blvd., Escondido, 
California.

First Services: Thursday, Sept. 27, 
at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. (no opening night 
service).

Feast Site Web Page: www.ucgsd.
org  (San Diego congregation’s Web 
page).

Taxes: 10 percent room tax and 8 
percent sales tax.

Robin Webber

Jekyll Island, Georgia
Located in the Atlantic Ocean, just 

off the southern coast of Georgia, 
Jekyll Island was once an exclusive 
resort area for American millionaires 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. The 
state of Georgia now owns the island 
and has opened it to everyone. 

Visitors come from around the world 
to enjoy the peaceful environment 
offering beautiful beaches, hiking, fish-
ing (requires a license), golfing, tennis 
and wildlife viewing (65 percent of 
the island is a nature preserve). A tour 
of Millionaires’ Village is one of the 
highlight attractions. Horseback riding 
is available on Jekyll Island and nearby 
St. Simons Island. 

This year we hope to have Fam-
ily Day at the Summer Waves Water 
Park and plan to offer a bus tour to 
historic St. Augustine, Florida. This 
city, “founded forty-two years before 
the English colony at Jamestown, Vir-
ginia, and fifty-five years before the 
Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock in 
Massachusetts,” is “the oldest perma-
nent European settlement on the North 
American continent” (www.oldcity.
com/history-information.cfm).

Temperatures on Jekyll Island range 
from 60 to 75 degrees Fahrenheit (16 
to 24 degrees Celsius), with the possi-
bility of rain. Major airports for arrival 
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and departure are Savannah, Georgia; 
Brunswick, Georgia; and Jacksonville, 
Florida. A rental car is advised. There 
is a $3 toll per vehicle every time one 
enters the island; one-week passes may 
also be purchased. For more informa-
tion on Jekyll Island, go to www.jekyl-
lisland.com/index.html.

Expected attendance is 1,200.
Location of Services: Hartley Audi-

torium, 1 Beachview Dr., Jekyll Island, 
Georgia.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Local tax is 5 percent; state 
tax is 6 percent.

For details about activities, see www.
jekyllfeast.org/.

David Treybig

Kerrville, Texas
Kerrville offers a wonderful taste 

of the Texas hill country. The accom-
modations are first-rate, the scenery is 
definitely Southwestern and the people 
are friendly. The Festival site is located 
in the heart of the area, where sparkling 
spring-fed creeks meander through the 
rugged terrain and rolling hills of the 
Guadalupe River Valley.   

We have reserved the Inn of the Hills 
Conference and Resort (www.innofthe-
hills.com). Having exclusive use of the 
conference resort will give us unlimited 
opportunities for intimate fellowship 
and activities. Most of the additional 
housing is available within three miles 
of the site. With so many of our mem-
bers staying on property or within a 
short drive, and with our exclusive use 
of the meeting rooms, we plan to offer 
special venues for teens, singles, young 
adults and senior citizens. Services will 
be held in the 1,100-seat ballroom. 

San Antonio is only one hour away 
via direct interstate highway. A trip to 
San Antonio will give our brethren the 
opportunity to visit the famous River 
Walk, River Walk Mall, the Alamo and 
other popular sites. 

The Kerrville area offers 16 wineries 
that are located within an hour’s drive 
of the resort. Historic Fredericksburg, 
with its German heritage and over 150 
shops and boutiques, is only a few 
miles away. 

Kerrville’s riverfront location lends 
itself to a variety of water-oriented 
recreational activities, such as canoe-
ing, kayaking, tubing, fishing, swim-
ming or waterside family picnicking. 
Numerous antique shops, contempo-
rary art galleries and boutiques as well 
as two challenging golf courses add to 
Kerrville’s appeal. Kerrville also offers 
a new four-star-style restaurant for the 
gourmet.

The Inn of the Hills Conference 
Resort has a beautiful courtyard with 
pool and spa. Its on-site restaurant, the 
Alpine Lodge, has seating for 160, with 
the Inn Pub open nightly offering live 
entertainment. 

Complimentary membership to 
the Family Sports Center, located just 
across the street, is available to those 
staying on property. This facility has an 
indoor pool, lap pool, basketball, rac-
quetball and volleyball courts, weight-
lifting center, sauna, a 16-lane bowling 
alley and other amenities.

With all of its out-of-the-way charm, 
Kerrville is only one hour from beauti-

ful San Antonio, only 1½ hours from 
Austin, four hours from Houston and 
five hours from the Dallas/Fort Worth 
area. The elevation is 1,645 feet, with 
mild climate and temperatures averag-
ing a high of 80 and low of 52 degrees 
Fahrenheit.

Visit our Web site at www.ucgfort-
worth.org/kerrville/ for additional 
information and updates.

Make plans now to experience God’s 
Feast in the Texas hill country!

Location of Services: Inn of the 
Hills, 1001 Junction Hwy., Kerrville, 
Texas.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Room tax is 13 percent.
Britton M. Taylor

Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Feastgoers can take a respite from the 

fast-paced life and enjoy what awaits 
them in Pennsylvania Dutch Country, 
where rolling farmlands and charming 
venues create the ideal setting for keep-
ing the Feast this year. Stroll the streets 
of Lancaster County’s quaint towns 
and villages or settle in for a night at 
the theater. Bring the whole family to 
explore hands-on museums or hop on 
an Amish buggy ride. 

The 2007 Feast of Tabernacles will 
be held at Willow Valley Resort and 
Conference Center located in sce-
nic Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
Willow Valley offers 342 beautifully 
decorated and newly renovated guest 
rooms and suites, award-winning 
smorgasbords and a variety of activi-
ties and amenities including three 
pools, indoor water playground, golf, 
complimentary bus tour, spa services, 
family activities, high-speed wireless 
Internet and more. 

Services will be held in Palm Court 
in an open atrium at Willow Valley. To 
see more of what Willow Valley Resort 
offers, you may visit their Web site at 
www.willowvalley.com.

With 25 museums and Gettysburg 
and Hershey Park within an hour’s 
drive, Lancaster offers a myriad of 
activities to please all ages. Enjoy food, 
drinks and entertainment while riding 
aboard the Strasburg Rail Road Dining 
Car, or stroll the quaint streets of Eliza-
bethtown where you can explore the 
unique village shops and galleries.

Lancaster plays host to several the-
aters, including the famous Sight & 
Sound Millennium Theatre located 
about six miles from Willow Valley 
Resort. Showcasing productions based 
on the Bible, the theater contains a 
300-foot-long wraparound stage that 
immerses you in a feast of the senses. 
Realistic sets up to 40-feet high, with 
spectacular effects and costumes and 
dozens of live animals from camels to 
birds, are sure to please. 

As this article goes to press, the 
premiere of In the Beginning is set to 
run from March until October. Sets 
depicting the Garden of Eden and the 
creation week are being built—the 
waters, vegetation and animals of the 
newly created world will envelop the 
Millennium Theatre.

There are also Amish buggy rides 
and walking tours available, with some 
lasting up to three hours. Local facto-
ries allow visitors to sample everything 

from pretzels to chocolate. There are 
also amusement parks and a local golf 
course to enjoy.

Location of Services: Willow Val-
ley Resort Conference Center, 2416 
Willow Street Pike, Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept., 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Sales and hotel tax combined 
is 12 percent.

Todd Carey

Panama City Beach, 
Florida

The Edgewater Beach Resort along 
the coastline of Panama City Beach 
will again host the Feast of Tabernacles 
in Florida for 2007. 

Edgewater’s 110-acre gated commu-
nity incorporates an array of activities 
and amenities sure to make a success-
ful Feast, with 11 swimming pools, 12 
tennis courts, 11 shuffleboard courts, 
four hot tubs, a tanning salon, gift 
shop, game arcade and a full-service 
restaurant. 

A complimentary tram service is 
available for transportation across the 
resort and to the meeting facility if 
needed. Part of the resort rests along the 
Gulf of Mexico. Step back a few yards 
from the ocean, and you’ll find yourself 
on the deck surrounding Edgewater’s 
famous Lagoon Pool. Landscaped 
islands and several flowing waterfalls 
find their way into this 11,000-square-
foot Polynesian-style, free-form pool, 
while several whirlpools and reflect-
ing ponds make this tropical area com-
plete.

The other part of the resort, across 
the street connected by a 10-foot wide 
pedestrian walkway, houses the meet-
ing facility and a cluster of golf villas; 
a nine-hole, par-three executive golf 
course with nine lakes and several 
island greens; a complete clubhouse 
and pro shop; 11 Plexicushion tennis 
courts with six lighted for night play; 
and also shuffleboard courts.

Edgewater’s health club is a 1,500-
square-foot, state-of-the-art facility that 
features everything from cardiovascu-
lar exercise equipment to an aerobics 
salon to a massage therapy room. 

Housing: Approximately 70 per-
cent of the units are oceanfront, which 
includes studios, one-, two- and 
three-bedroom condominiums. The 
remaining condos surround the meet-
ing facility and golf course. Prices per 
night throughout Edgewater Resort 
will range from: studios, at $77; one-
bedroom, $92 to $118; two-bedrooms, 
$102 to $141; and three-bedrooms, 
$122 to $185. 

Long Beach Resort, a mile away and 
managed by Edgewater Beach Resort, 
provides studios at $70; one-bedroom 
at $98; two-bedrooms at $124 and 
three-bedrooms at $151. 

A luxurious property, also managed 
by Edgewater, is the Majestic Beach 
Towers, which will offer rates com-
parable to those at Edgewater Beach 
Resort. This is an oceanfront property 
just a half mile from the Edgewater 
Conference Center. Additional hous-
ing accommodations will also be avail-
able nearby, some oceanfront. Some of 
these properties offer efficiencies, and 
some have full kitchens. 

The long-term success of this site 
depends on members only using the 
housing listed in our housing brochure. 
The low price for the meeting facility 
saves the Church thousands of dollars 
each year, and Edgewater Resort trusts 
the cooperation of our members to 
use the housing listed in our brochure. 
Some condos in the area may be less 
expensive, but the rates at Edgewater 
are comparable. 

For more information, check out the 
resort’s Web page at www.edgewater-
beachresort.com.

Location of Services: Edgewater 
Beach Resort, 11212 Front Beach Rd., 
Panama City Beach, Florida.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: 10.6 percent at Edgewater.
Harold Rhodes

Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado

This will already be our fifth year at 
the Steamboat Grand Resort Hotel. It is 
an outstanding facility, rated four dia-
monds by AAA, and has been enjoyed 
greatly by our people. The only draw-
back is the size of the meeting room 
and the difficulty seating everyone. 

The hotel features sleeping rooms 
to penthouses, with one- and two-bed-
room condominiums being the most 
popular. A two-bedroom unit sleeps 
as many as a lot of condos with three 
bedrooms. Three-bedroom units are in 
short supply. 

Once again we will be using a pass-
code for early reservations, but only at 
the Steamboat Grand. Rates remain the 
same as they have been and are con-
tracted through 2010. They begin at 
$79. For a “virtual tour,” see the Web 
site, www.steamboatgrand.com.

Other high-quality condominium-
style accommodations contracted by 
the Church are within a few blocks, or 
easy walking distance, and have four-
bedroom units, which are not offered 
at the Grand. Lower priced housing is 
about a mile and a half away.

The relatively low elevation of 
6,710 feet is much easier on those 
who are coming from low elevations 
and still offers gorgeous views of the 
Colorado Rockies. There are plenty of 
aspen groves within view of the hotel, 
and there is a very good chance of see-
ing some gorgeous fall colors. Snow 
is always a distinct possibility at Feast 
time!

Dining opportunities are ample and 
include restaurants rated as high as 
AAA three or four diamonds or Mobil 
three or four stars. Watch local newspa-
pers for off-season specials. There are a 
number of tourist shops, most of which 
are downtown, with a few on the hill 
above the hotel.

Some of the available activities 
are golfing, mountain biking, hiking, 
fishing (including guided fly-fishing), 
hot-air ballooning, kayaking, rock 
climbing, bowling, ice-skating, four-
wheeling and horseback riding.

There are 150 mineral springs in the 
area, and one can take a self-guided 
walking tour to see a number of them.  A 
very few offer the opportunity to lounge 
in the pools. Other attractions include 
Fish Creek Falls, museums, art galler-
ies, Stagecoach Reservoir and Steam-

boat Lake. Unfortunately, the marinas  
at the lakes are generally closed by the 
time we arrive for the Feast.

For those flying to the Feast, the 
Yampa Valley Airport is serviced by 
commercial jets and is about 20 to 25 
minutes from the hotel. Car rentals are 
also available. Alpine Taxi offers trans-
portation from the Denver International 
Airport.

Location of Services: Priest Creek 
Ballroom, Steamboat Grand Resort 
Hotel, 2300 Mt. Werner Circle. Com-
ing into town from the south on Hwy. 
40, turn right onto Mt. Werner Road, 
then left on Mt. Werner Circle.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes and Resort Fees: Taxes and 
fees are about 16 percent at the host 
hotel, less at other establishments. We 
recommend you inquire at the property 
you intend to reserve.

Larry Neff

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Spectacular autumn colors, unique 

sandstone formations, enormous 
indoor water parks, go-kart racing, 
hiking, riding the famous amphibious 
“Ducks”—all this and more make the 
Wisconsin Dells a great Festival site for 
the entire family.

Services will be held at the beauti-
ful Crystal Grand Music Theater. This 
modern facility seats more than 1,900 
people and is ideal for lingering con-
versations and fellowship. Parking is 
conveniently located next to the facil-
ity.

The Dells offers a large variety of 
housing including ultra-modern theme 
resorts with elaborate indoor water 
parks and multifamily condominiums. 
There are also homes and cottages 
available for rent on lakes, rivers or 
in the woods. A large variety of con-
dominiums are available in various 
prices ranges. Traditional style motels 
offer an exceptional value. Several 
facilities offer large indoor water parks 
and whirlpool suites, so ask about them 
when making reservations. All estab-
lishments require a housing deposit, 
and cancellation policies vary, so ask 
about them when making reserva-
tions. 

Wisconsin Dells is a unique site 
in its family atmosphere and acces-
sibility. Most accommodations are 
within a few minutes’ drive of the 
Crystal Grand Music Theater as well 
as the dozens of attractions and quaint 
shops. 

The Madison, Wisconsin, airport is 
an hour away from the Dells, the Mil-
waukee airport is two hours away and 
Chicago O’Hare airport is three hours 
away. The weather at Wisconsin Dells 
can vary from beautiful autumn weath-
er to crisper temperatures.

Additional information can be found 
on the Web at www.ucg-beloit.org/
feast. Expected attendance is 1,200.  

Location of Services: Crystal 
Grand Music Theater, Rt. 23 (one-half 
mile east of I-90), Wisconsin Dells, 
Wisconsin.

First Service: Wednesday, Sept. 26, 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Taxes: Hotel and sales tax total 11 
percent.

Steve Nutzman 
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■ Each festival clearly 
represents specific steps in 
God’s plan. Interestingly, 
the spring and autumn 
festival seasons also reflect 
and reinforce each other.
by Kevin Epps

The spring and autumn festival 
seasons portray different aspects, 
which have been well-documented, 
regarding God’s plan of salvation. 
In the spring, the entire plan is 
jump-started through events por-
trayed by Passover. Then, in the 
autumn, the focus shifts to end-
time events, beginning with the 
Feast of Trumpets. 

While the many differences are 
very clear to us, the common ground 
shared among these two festivals 
seasons may be less obvious. Let’s 
consider some of this symmetry and 
the lessons that are reinforced. 

The Beginning of a Year
“This month shall be your begin-

ning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year to you” (Exodus 
12:2). God made the new year very 
clear to Israel. This became their 
starting point for reckoning the 
spring festivals, and the entire cal-
endar. Later God commanded that 
trumpets were blown “at the begin-
ning of your months” (Numbers 
10:10). The first of Nisan was rare 
in that the trumpets blown on this 
day signified both a new month and 
new year. 

Now, consider the month in 
which the autumn festivals occur. 
“In the seventh month, on the first 
day of the month, you shall have a 
sabbath-rest, a memorial of blow-
ing of trumpets, a holy convoca-
tion” (Leviticus 23:24). This was 
not a standard blowing of trumpets 
on the first day of a month. The 
Feast of Trumpets represents a new 
age when God’s Kingdom will be 
established on earth. 

Notice how the work of Christ is 
described in regard to this day: “To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn” 
(Isaiah 61:2). The first day of the 
seventh month is affiliated with the 
beginning of an acceptable year and 
day of vengeance in God’s plan. 
And God will make the beginning 
of this year very clear to all man-
kind. 

The Hebrew Rosh Hashanah 
means “head of the year.” This 
began the Jewish civil year, for 
example, the reign of kings began 
at this time. The autumn festivals 
portray the reign of the King of 
kings. Therefore, both the first day 

of Nisan and the seventh month rep-
resent some type of a new year.

The 10th Day of the 
Month

In preparation for the first spring 
festival, Passover, God gave the 
following command: “‘On the 
tenth of this month every man shall 
take for himself a lamb…’” (Exo-
dus 12:3). The Passover lambs or 
goats (verse 5) were not sacrificed 
until the beginning of the 14th of 
Nisan. So it’s interesting that they 
were selected on the 10th day of the 
month. 

In the autumn, a very impor-
tant selection also occurred on the 
tenth day: “He shall take the two 
goats and present them before the 
Lord at the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting. Then Aaron shall cast 
lots for the two goats: one lot for 
the Lord and the other lot for the 
scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring 
the goat on which the Lord’s lot 
fell, and offer it as a sin offering” 
(Leviticus 16:7-9). 

Later God says, “the tenth day of 
this seventh month shall be the Day 
of Atonement” (Leviticus 23:27). 
The Passover and Atonement sac-
rifices are perhaps the most notable 
and unique festival sacrifices, with 
both being selected from the flock 
on the 10th day of the month. 

Lessons of Humility
The “Feast of the Passover” 

(Exodus 34:25) begins with us 
bowing down, washing someone’s 
feet. “Jesus…rose from supper 
and…took a towel and girded Him-
self. After that, He poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel with which He was 
girded” (John 13:3-5). 

The Word Biblical Commentary 
discusses the magnitude of Jesus’ 
example: “The menial nature of 
footwashing in Jewish eyes is 
seen in its inclusion among works 
which Jewish slaves should not 
be required to do…the task was 
reserved for Gentile slaves and for 
wives and children.” 

In the autumn, the following is 
commanded on the Day of Atone-
ment, “…on the tenth day of the 
month, you shall afflict your souls” 
(Leviticus 16:29). The Hebrew for 
“afflict” (anah) means “to be put 
down, become low, to stoop” (Brown, 
Driver, and Briggs’ Lexicon). 

The New English Translation 
says, “you must humble your-
selves.” The Day of Atonement is 
followed, though not immediately, 
by a seven-day festival. Therefore, 
both Passover and the Day of Atone-
ment underscore lessons of bowing 
down, before the commencement of 
a seven-day festival.

Victory Over Satan
After Adam and Eve sinned, God 

described Satan’s punishments: 
“And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your 
seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise His 
heel” (Genesis 3:15). 

This points to the crucifixion on 
Passover, where the unblemished 
death of Christ resulted in the 
crushing of the devil’s head: “Now 
the ruler of this world will be cast 
out. And I, if I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all peoples to 
Myself. This He said, signifying 
by what death He would die” (John 
12:31-33).

In the autumn, on the Day of Atone-
ment, victory over Satan is illustrated 
even more descriptively. First, the 
devil is thrown into a “bottomless 
pit…so that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the thousand 
years were finished. But after these 
things he must be released for a little 
while” (Revelation 20:1-3). 

Then the devil and his fallen 
angels are “cast into the lake of fire 
and brimstone where the beast and 
the false prophet are. And they will 
be tormented day and night forever 
and ever” (Revelation 20:10; Mat-
thew 25:41). The bruised head, por-
trayed by Passover, culminates with 
Satan’s eternal banishment into a 
spiritual wilderness.

The Gift of the Holy 
Spirit

Pentecost occurs in late spring 
(this year on May 27, well before 
the summer solstice, on June 21). 
On Pentecost in A.D. 31, God 
poured out His Spirit more abun-
dantly than any time beforehand 
(Acts 2:1-4). For the first time, 
everyone in the ministry and mem-
bership (baptized adults) received 
the Holy Spirit. On this day Peter 
said, “And it shall come to pass in 
the last days, says God, that I will 
pour out of My Spirit on all flesh” 
(Acts 2:17). 

But did “all flesh” receive God’s 
Spirit? No, this was a forerunner to 
the primary fulfillment portrayed by 
the autumn Holy Days, when “the 
sun shall be turned into darkness…
before the coming of the great and 
awesome day of the Lord” (verse 
20). Then God will again offer His 
Spirit far more than ever before 
during the fulfillment of the Feast 
of Tabernacles and Last Great Day. 

The Seven-Day Festivals
The spring and autumn both 

contain seven-day festivals, the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread and the 
Feast of Tabernacles, respectively. 
Both begin on the 15th day of the 
month. Both include a daily prac-
tice as reminders of spiritual les-

sons—unleavened bread (spring) 
and staying in booths (autumn). 

A relationship between these two 
festivals is mentioned in Leviti-
cus 23:42-43: “You shall dwell in 
booths for seven days…that your 
generations may know that I made 
the children of Israel dwell in booths 
when I brought them out of the land 
of Egypt” (Leviticus 23:43). 

When did God bring them “out of 
the land of Egypt”? In the spring, on 
first day of Unleavened Bread: “It 
is a night of solemn observance to 
the Lord for bringing them out of 
the land of Egypt” (Exodus 12:42). 
And in the autumn, the seven-day 
Feast of Booths pointed back to 
temporary dwellings that began 
with the seven-day spring feast. 

Bookends
Passover and the Days of Unleav-

ened Bread are two separate festivals 
spanning eight consecutive days. 
Work is forbidden during two of 
these eight days—the first and last 
days of Unleavened Bread. Similar-
ly, the Feast of Tabernacles and Last 
Great Day are two separate festivals 
spanning eight consecutive days. 
Work is also forbidden during two 
of these days—the first day of Tab-
ernacles and the Last Great Day. 

In the spring a one-day festi-
val, Passover, precedes a seven-
day feast (1 + 7 format). But in 
the autumn the format is reversed 
(7 + 1), with a seven-day festival 
followed by a one-day festival, the 
Last Great Day. This difference 
nevertheless offers the symmetry of 
one-day festival bookends at both 
the beginning and the end of the 
yearly festivals. Passover makes it 
possible for mankind to enter salva-
tion. And when the Last Great Day 
is fulfilled, all mankind will have 
had an opportunity to be saved. 

This equilibrium can be lost by 
moving just one day from its posi-
tion, like tipping a balanced scale 

by removing one coin. For example, 
reckoning Passover on the 15th of 
Nisan, instead of the 14th, removes 
one of the bookends and tampers 
with the symmetrical balance of 
the festivals. 

Seven, the Number of 
Completion

There are seven annual Sabbaths 
during which work is forbidden: 1) 
the first day of Unleavened Bread, 
2) last day of Unleavened Bread, 3) 
Pentecost, 4) Trumpets, 5) Atone-
ment, 6) the first day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles and 7) the Last Great 
Day.

And there are seven appointed 
festivals, which includes the entire-
ty of all the appointed times that 
we keep: 1) Passover, 2) Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, 3) Pentecost, 4) 
Trumpets, 5) Atonement, 6) Feast 
of Tabernacles and 7) the Last Great 
Day. Again, this equilibrium is lost 
if one item is altered, for example, 
if the Last Great Day is not under-
stood to be a separate feast.

Therefore Let Us Keep 
the Festivals

You may have thought of some 
additional similarities between the 
spring and autumn festivals. Every-
thing God does has design. “Who 
has measured the waters in the hol-
low of His hand, measured heaven 
with a span and calculated the dust 
of the earth in a measure? Weighed 
the mountains in scales and the hills 
in a balance?” (Isaiah 40:12). 

The mind of God is infinitely 
fascinating. His forethought pro-
vides many reasons for which we 
keep the festivals. So let’s not just 
go through the motions when we 
observe these days, because these 
days are rich in both design and 
spiritual significance.  UN

Kevin Epps is the pastor of the 
New York City, New York, and Cen-
tral New Jersey congregations.

The Symmetry of the Festivals

God’s festivals are arranged in a symmetrical pattern, like 
corresponding bookends.
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Supporting Those Who Are Sick: Advice—to Give or Not Give
■ In last month’s issue, part 
1 was “What to Do and Not 
Do.” Part 2 covers many 
issues concerning the giving 
of advice regarding health 
matters.
by Don Hooser

Joses was so encouraging that the 
apostles nicknamed him Barnabas, 
meaning “Son of Encouragement” (Acts 
4:36). God’s people are called to pray for 
one another, help one another and to be 
encouragers.

There are many ways to encourage that 
do not include giving advice about rem-
edies or medical treatments. But when 
a friend is sick or suffering, we yearn to 
help and are tempted to act as a teacher 
and adviser.

Your health-related ideas might be sci-
entifically valid, might be much appreci-
ated and might lead to good results. But 
this is a very sensitive and complex issue. 
Inappropriate advice can hurt people’s 
health, as well as hurting them financial-
ly, emotionally and spiritually.

Before giving advice, ask yourself sev-
eral questions. Has my friend asked for 
my advice? If not, am I certain it would 
be welcomed? Would I be presumptuous 
and unethical in influencing my friend 
at a very vulnerable time even if he or 
she does ask? Am I absolutely sure my 
“knowledge” is true, scientifically and 
biblically? With my limited expertise, am 
I tempted to say things I can’t back up? 

We can encourage one another to learn 
about good nutrition and healthy life-
styles. We can humbly share news and 
information about health matters, but we 
must be careful not to act as an authority 
or push our personal opinions on others. 

In general, what are friends for? 
They are for love, companionship, per-
sonal help and support. Keep in mind 
that “love does no harm to a neighbor” 
(Romans 13:10). That corresponds 
with a time-honored medical maxim: 
“primum non nocere,” which means, 
“above all, do no harm.”

Be cautious, because harm is often 
caused by people with good intentions. 
You wouldn’t want to carry the burden 
of guilt of pressuring your friend to do 
something that created false hope or even 
resulted in physical, financial or spiritual 
harm!

Pitfalls of Giving Medical 
and Health Advice

“A little knowledge is dangerous.” 
One story describes four blind men try-
ing to figure out what an elephant is like. 
One felt its trunk, another felt its leg, a 
third felt its side and the last, its tail. They 
concluded, respectively, that an elephant 
is like a snake, a tree, a wall and a rope. 

That illustrates that it is not enough 
to “see” only part of a picture. Once we 
have a little health knowledge, it is tempt-
ing to begin advising others. With only 
partial knowledge, it is easy to do more 
harm than good.

A person who is sick needs a support 
group, made up of family, friends and 

church as well as doctors, nutritionists 
and maybe specialists and therapists. 
Each person has the opportunity to be 
helpful in his or her own unique way. But 
when a friend or family member tries to 
fulfill the role of “doctor,” he or she often 
gives erroneous or unneeded advice and 
can hurt the relationship. 

People with long-term illnesses often 
are overwhelmed with health and finan-
cial concerns plus all kinds of unasked-
for advice coming from all directions 
(some of it even anonymously!). Please 
don’t add to the pressure and confusion. 
Be supportive of whatever the sick per-
son decides.

You can’t even say for sure what you 
would do in your friend’s situation—not 
until you experience the same condition, 
feel the suffering and hear all the advan-
tages and disadvantages of various treat-
ment options.

Power imbalances—such as a boss 
advising an employee, a deacon or elder 
advising a Church member or a senior 
family member advising a junior mem-
ber—are intimidating. If you are in a 
superior position, be careful not to pres-
sure or manipulate anyone who may feel 
obligated or fearful toward you. 

Another factor is trust. Don’t take 
advantage of the trust of a friend or fel-
low Church member to sell products or 
promote ideas. And “buyer beware.” It’s 
more difficult for anyone to be unbiased 
in recommending a remedy if he or she is 
also selling the remedy.

Spiritual Concerns
Giving medical-type advice to a mem-

ber of God’s Church is often a sensitive 
spiritual matter. When a Church member 
has a serious health problem, he (or she) 
likely will ask for an elder to anoint him 
and pray for miraculous healing (James 
5:14-15). While hoping and waiting for 
God’s divine healing, the believer will 
likely take some physical actions he 
thinks will benefit his health. 

What medicines, treatment plans and 
supplements a person chooses is no indi-
cation of his faith or lack of faith in God 
for healing. His choices do not reveal 
what is in his heart. One choice is not less 
righteous than another. (Unless it is con-
nected with false religion—see “Mixing 
Remedies and Religion.”)

What a person decides is between him 
and God, based on his own conscience. 
As Paul said, “Why is my liberty judged 
by another man’s conscience?” (1 Corin-
thians 10:29).

Quite often people who frequently 
advise others are unbalanced. Some 
practically idolize their medical doctors 
and others demonize doctors. Some feel 
that all forms of “alternative medicine” 
are automatically more effective and 
more righteous. (Realize that “alterna-
tive medicine” includes a huge range of 
approaches, from scientific and benefi-
cial to unscientific, worthless and even 
dangerous.)

Don’t put too much trust in words, such 
as natural or holistic. I try to eat mostly 
natural food, but that by itself doesn’t tell 
you much. Many poisons are natural! 
Whether intentional or unintentional, the 
ways words are used are often mislead-

ing exaggerations, oversimplifications or 
simply untrue.

God is not against science! True “sci-
ence” means accurate knowledge of 
God’s creation. If a remedy is contrary to 
science, it isn’t natural! Or if it depends on 
something supernatural, it isn’t natural. 

God said “knowledge shall increase” 
in the end time, and we can be grateful 
for the benefits of modern knowledge 
(Daniel 12:4). We should seek the best 
available objective scientific truth about 
our human bodies. 

Take note that the Bible has nothing 
negative to say about “medicine” or 
“physicians.” The problem of King Asa 
of Israel was that “even in his illness he 
did not seek help from the Lord, but 
only from the physicians” (2 Chronicles 
16:12, NIV). We as God’s people should 
fully trust Him for everything, including 
miraculous healing, while trying to do 
what we can to help ourselves.

Next to the Bible, the most helpful 
written resource for me before writing 
this two-part article was to read a book 
written by one of our UCG elders, Cecil 
Maranville. Published in 2005, the title 
is People and Pain—How to Deal With 
the Chronic Pain of Fibromyalgia. Much 
of what he writes is helpful for dealing 
with any kind of chronic health problem, 
especially chronic pain. It also is helpful 
to friends who want to be helpful. 

On pages 26-27, Mr. Maranville writes 
about friends who try stepping into the 
role of doctor: “I have wished many times 
that for humor’s sake I had kept a list of 
the remedies, rubs and recipes that have 
been given, pushed and offered for sale 
to me. But it wasn’t funny at the time… 
People came with sincere eyes and dra-
matic stories, making me feel guilty for 
not trying their cure… Friends should 
stick to giving the level of support that 
only friends can give.” 

During my more than 40 years in the 
ministry, I’ve heard from innumerable 
Church members telling of similar stress-
ful experiences. That is what motivated 
me to write this article. A sick or disabled 

member sometimes receives hundreds 
of e-mails, cards, letters and phone calls 
from friends and even strangers with 
advice about what the member should 
be doing! 

Consider people who are facing a life-
threatening illness. Some will exert great 
efforts to extend their physical lives. They 
may have excellent reasons, like desiring 
to serve their families or the Church. Oth-
ers can have excellent reasons for just 
wanting to go to “sleep,” such as their 
advanced age, intense suffering or having 
an incurable disease. Whatever a person 
decides, we should not judge or pressure 
him or her. 

Also, a person with an incurable dis-
ease might pursue a medical treatment 
to lessen the pain and suffering, which 
others might misinterpret as a desperate 
effort to prolong his or her life.

Jesus Christ spoke emphatically about 
placing much more emphasis on our eter-
nal life than this physical life (Matthew 
10:39; Mark 8:35; John 12:25). But the 
mere fact that a person is trying to get well 
doesn’t mean that his or her spiritual pri-
orities are wrong.

Everyone is different, so we need to 
get to know our own bodies, including 
our tolerances, deficiencies, allergies and 
sensitivities. Often a person gets on the 
bandwagon for some cure because he 
(or she) thinks it helped him or because 
he has read sensational claims, adver-
tising or testimonials. He then feels like 
a white knight on a mission to save his 
ailing friend. But, as the saying goes, 
“one man’s medicine is another man’s 
poison.”

Even similar symptoms don’t mean 
much. Scores of people could have a 
similar-looking skin rash and yet the 
rashes could all have different causes. A 
medicine that helps one rash might not 
help the others.

Keep Priorities Straight
Sadly, it has frequently happened 

that Church members have become 
excited and even pushy about some 
“awesome” therapy, remedy or super 
food while having less interest in the 
Bible. The Bible says, “Do not be car-
ried about with various and strange 
doctrines. For it is good that the heart 
be established by grace, not with foods 
[or anything physical] which have not 
profited [especially spiritually] those 
who have been occupied [or preoccu-
pied] with them” (Hebrews 13:9). 

Being human, it’s easy to put too much 
emphasis on things physical, visible and 
temporary. However, “the kingdom of 
God is not eating and drinking, but righ-
teousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit” (Romans 14:17). 

Our bodies are “fearfully and wonder-
fully made” (Psalm 139:14). However, 
they are complex, vulnerable and tempo-
rary. Many things can and will go wrong, 
and we will die. But if we are faithful 
to God, we will someday trade in these 
“lowly” bodies for “glorious” bodies! 
(Philippians 3:21). 

Much more could be said on this 
subject. Let us continue to love, help 
and encourage one another. But let’s be 
cautious about giving medical or health 
advice lest we unintentionally hurt some-
one—physically, financially, emotionally 
or spiritually.  UN

Don Hooser is pastor of the Sedro 
Woolley, Washington, congregation.

Mixing Remedies and Religion
The Western world is turning increasingly to New Age philosophies, practices, 

mysticism and medicines. Many alternative health practitioners and even medical 
doctors are incorporating New Age treatments in their practices. Much of the New 
Age stuff is not new—it’s largely ancient pagan (mostly Oriental) ideas with new 
twists and terminology. 

Speaking about His people who should have known better, God said, “They are 
full of superstitions from the East; they practice divination like the Philistines and 
clasp hands with the pagans” (Isaiah 2:6, NIV).

When claims are made for a method or medicine, most people only want to know 
if “it works.” However, God’s people should be just as concerned with knowing 
how it works. Perhaps a mysterious diagnostic technique or remedy that can’t be ful-
ly explained scientifically seemingly “works” because of a demon’s involvement. 
Ouija boards, water witching, ESP and levitation also “work” for some people, but 
it’s because demons make them work.

Satan, the great deceiver, will use anything to get people sidetracked from 
God. For example, the instructor of an exercise class might encourage the class 
to “advance” into Oriental spirituality. And before we become involved with any 
strange or mysterious health care, we should check up on its origin and history.

The Bible is the foundation of all knowledge, and everything should be judged as to 
whether or not it harmonizes with the Bible. God apparently is not highly concerned 
about what physical choices we make, but God is adamant about our steering clear of 
anything spiritual that is not of God (see Deuteronomy 12:29-32; 18:9-14).

You don’t want to choose anything for yourself that is displeasing to God, and 
you surely don’t want to recommend it for anyone else.

An amazing variety of cures have been promoted through history. A sick 
or disabled member sometimes receives hundreds of e-mails, cards, letters 
and phone calls from friends and even strangers with advice…
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■ What are we willing to 
put our lives at risk for? We 
must not shrink back or be 
ashamed of Christ and His 
words. Knowing the truth 
demands action!
by Peter Hawkins

It could hardly have been a more 
realistic setting for the release of a new 
James Bond film.

The remake of Ian Fleming’s Casino 
Royale was an incredible box office 
success in the United Kingdom for 
several reasons. One of them may well 
be the intrigue connected to the recent 
deaths of two Russians.

On Oct. 7, 2006, 45-year-old Rus-
sian investigative journalist Anna Polit-
kovskaya was killed outside her home 
in Moscow. As a journalist, she accused 
officials of abuses of power and wrote 
about events behind the scenes in Rus-
sian politics.

Then the death Nov. 23 in London 
of 43-year-old Alexander Litvinenko, 
a former KGB colonel, has been linked 
to his desire to publicize details about 
Politkovskaya’s death. For over three 
weeks he lay in hospital as his body 
tissue was under attack from a deadly 
dose of radioactive polonium-210.

People may speculate where the 
blame lies for the execution of both 
individuals. Politkovskaya and Lit-
vinenko put their lives on the line for 
what they believed should be told to 
the world.

But how zealous are we to deliver 

the message entrusted to us by Jesus 
Christ?

Inaction, Fear and 
Indifference

The opposite of conviction is inac-
tion, fear and indifference.

Irwin Cotler, minister of justice and 
attorney general of Canada, in a speech 
in May 2005, said, “The genocide of 
European Jewry succeeded not only 
because of the culture of hate and 
industry of death but because of crimes 
of indifference, because of conspiracies 
of silence. 

“And we have witnessed an appall-
ing indifference and silence in our own 
day which took us down the road to the 
unthinkable—ethnic cleansing in the 
Balkans—and down the road to the 
unspeakable—the genocide in Rwan-
da—made even more unspeakable 
because this genocide was preventable. 
No one can say that we did not know. 
But we did not act. And we did not act 
in the genocide by attrition in Darfur.

“And so, it is our responsibility to 
break down these walls of indiffer-
ence, to shatter these conspiracies of 
silence—to stand up and be counted 
and not look around to see whoever 
else is standing before we make a 
judgment to do so—because in the 
world in which we live, there are few 
people prepared to stand, let alone be 
counted. The words of Edmund Burke 
come back to haunt us—‘the surest 
way to ensure that evil will triumph in 
the world is for enough good people to 
do nothing’” (www.doj.ca/en/news/
sp/2005/doc_31480.html).

There should be things we believe 

with all our being—standards and 
issues that are worthy of putting our 
lives at risk. As Christians, are we 
willing to stand up and be counted 
for our foundational beliefs, the 
teachings found in the Holy Scrip-
tures?

Most of what happens in society is 
based on core values of self-interest. 
As the last of the original apostles, John 
wrote before his death, “For all that is 
in the world—the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is 
not of the Father but is of the world” (1 
John 2:16).

The Priority of the True 
Values

Those who claim to follow Jesus 
Christ should be driven by a deep 
belief that their lives must be com-
mitted to action. That action should 
be focused on the principle of renew-
ing and reorienting their minds 
toward God and fellow man, then on 
proclaiming how God wants to pres-
ent that same wonderful opportunity 
to all humanity.

People who see that the moral stan-
dards and religious beliefs of the major-
ity do not match the Bible need to take 
action, becoming actively involved in 
the Christian mission to awaken and 
enlighten others through the activities of 
the Body of Christ, the Church.

This should also be done person-
ally by preparing ourselves spiritually 
through prayer and study, so that we are 
ready to give an answer to all who ask 
us about our faith. It also involves set-
ting a right example of Christian con-
duct by letting our lights shine brightly 

about God’s way and by developing 
our talents so that God may use us as 
He sees fit. This is how we, too, can 
stand up and be counted!

As Jude wrote in his short letter, 
“I found it necessary to write to you 
exhorting you to contend earnestly for 
the faith which was once for all deliv-
ered to the saints” (verse 3, emphasis 
added). The true Christian faith is not 
adaptable to every new whim of our 
current society.

To shrink back from being actively 
involved would show we fear the world 
and its powers more than the Judge of 

all men. To know the truth demands 
action, change and commitment.

Jesus spoke plainly, “For whoever 
is ashamed of Me and My words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of him the Son of Man also will be 
ashamed when He comes in the glory 
of His Father with the holy angels” 
(Mark 8:38).  UN

This previously appeared as a com-
mentary on the UCG Web site and in 
the January/February British and 
European Supplement to The Good 
News. Peter Hawkins serves the con-
gregations in the United Kingdom.

Stand Up and Be Counted!

A democratic supporter stands with a picture of former Russian 
security agent Litvinenko during a rally in front of the federal 
security service headquarters in Moscow after his death.

Letters
Replacing Neo-Pagan 
Rituals

I have been reading The Good News 
magazine for many months now and 
have been quite influenced by it, as 
everything I read can and is supported 
by Scripture. 

It is tough to get my family to go 
along with throwing out the old neo-
pagan rituals otherwise known as 
Christmas, Easter and Valentine’s Day 
without first replacing them with days 
established and accepted by God. I 
have searched your Web site to gather 
information on Hanukkah and Rosh 
Hashanah, but I have not found much 
on these topics. 

What I have found leads me to 
believe that Rosh Hashanah is also 
known as the Feast of Trumpets. Do 

I understand that correctly? I would 
appreciate any direction to literature 
that can help me clear this up so I can 
establish these practices in my family.

Internet

“We Stand With You”
I want you to know that my wife 

and I have decided to begin tithing to 
United Church of God and since…we 
don’t know of any local churches in 
our area, we are sending it to you in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

We thank you for the great Web site 
you have and all the wonderful litera-
ture and links therein, and we want you 
to know we are sharing it with others. 
We are overjoyed to know you stand in 
the gap as you do, and we stand with 
you. 

We will always pray that God bless-
es the work of your hands.

Alaska

Wants to Be Baptized
My husband and I came across your 

Web site, and our lives have never been 
the same. We spent a year looking for a 
church that would feed the flock, and 
we were unsuccessful; so we stopped 
going to church because we didn’t 
feel like we were being fed the whole 
truth. Most churches we went to, the 
preachers were motivational speakers. 
They would take one verse and build a 
whole sermon around that one verse. 

But because we read our Bibles, we 
knew that we were being fed partial 
truth. Something was still missing in 
our lives, and then I came across your 

Web site. I can’t thank you enough 
for the truth and understanding that 
you’ve given us.

We live in the Dallas, Texas, area 
and would like to know if you know 
of anyone who can baptize me and my 
husband. God bless your ministry.

Texas
We gave her the local pastor’s con-

tact information.

International Reader Prays 
for America

Thanks so much for all the maga-
zines your organization has sent me 
over the years. I just want to say that 
I find them very enlightening. May the 
Lord Almighty use them to draw men 
unto Himself.

My heart bleeds for America, a nation 

founded on biblical principles but now 
ironically turning its back on her Maker. 
Even now I pray for America. May the 
Lord remove the veil blinding the peo-
ple from beholding God and His work in 
their midst. America, may you perceive 
the God of your fathers again and walk 
in His way, for there your strength and 
enduring prosperity lies. Indeed in Him 
is your security and hope.

Internet

Letters to the Editor: Letters 
may be edited for length and clar-
ity. Comments and suggestions are 
welcome. Please let us know if you 
would like your name printed. Mail 
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027, 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or e-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

College, near St. Louis, Missouri. The 
treasurer is Devin Schulz, a student 
from the University of Mary in North 
Dakota. The class monitor is Andrew 
Disher from Pennsylvania.

Other ABC class leaders named 
(and the committees/projects they 
coordinate) include Jacqueline Evans 
(Social Activities), Nadia Drown (Ser-

vice Projects), Rosanna Salva and Ina 
McLemore (Kitchen Care), Deborah 
Kalliman (ABC Message Board), 
Elizabeth Cannon and Eric Breedlove 
(ABC Times editor and photographer), 
Sarah Bates, Elizabeth Cannon and 
Brandon Zollner (music coordina-
tors), Helmut Reiche (Technical Sup-
port) and Chelsea Finwick (Drama 
Club).

The process of selecting the student 

leaders began shortly after orientation. 
Gary Antion, Student Affairs officer, 
explained that the students would bal-
lot on their choices for student leader-
ship positions after the first month of 
ABC. This allowed the students an 
opportunity to get to know one another 
and select from their peers for leader-
ship roles. 

The students’ choices were then 
reviewed and approved by the ABC 

Administrative Team (Mr. Kilough, 
Jim Franks, David Register, Mr. 
Antion, David Johnson and Ralph 
Levy).

The student leaders oversee student 
activities, including the ABC Times 
student newspaper, community ser-
vice projects and fund-raisers, student 
assemblies, Drama Club, ABC Cho-
rale practices and trips to local con-
gregations. Faculty members serve 

as advisers and chaperones for ABC 
activities. 

The student leaders are primarily 
selected from the younger students 
to provide them with opportunities 
to develop leadership skills during 
their ABC experience. Leadership 
is an integral part of this year’s 
class theme, “Building Godly Char-
acter.”

Dave Register

“ABC,” continued from page 1
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Asheboro Holds 
United 500 
Pinewood Derby

In the heart of NASCAR country, the 
Asheboro, North Carolina, congregation 
held its semiannual Pinewood Derby 
on Jan. 7, 2007. This time 45 brethren 
showed up for the races that included 
categories for men, women and youth. 

The preliminary races were held 
before stopping for homemade soups, 
salads and sandwiches. During the lunch 
break, votes were taken for most unique 
and best craftsmanship. After lunch the 
races resumed, and the winners were 
declared. 

Kevin Bortree won fastest overall and 
first place in the men’s division, with 
Billy Davis winning second and Daniel 
Henley winning third. 

Mary Davis won first place in the 
women’s division, with Michele Bortree 
winning second and Bonnie Mabry win-
ning third place and most unique. 

In the youth division we had Courtney 
Bortree winning first, Kailey Rodrigues 
winning second and Cory Bortree win-
ning third. Tom Burrow won best crafts-
manship. 

A lot of work went into these cars and 

there were a lot of close races. But more 
importantly, it was a day of fun-filled fel-
lowship.

Tom Burrow

Dallas Has Preteen 
Costume Party

Crusty pirates battled Jedi knights 
while Tinker Bell, Cinderella and a cow-
girl straight from Texas watched. 

Yes, it was that time again. It was time 
for all the kids and parents of the Dallas, 
Texas, congregation to dress up in their 
favorite costumes and dance the night 
away. Jan. 27, 2007, too many kids to 
count danced under a disco ball straight 
from the ’70s. 

The bopping only stopped long enough 
for the kids to play twister, leapfrog, 
Simon says and limbo. The winners went 
home with rainbow-colored lollipops 
that would last for hours. But don’t feel 
sorry for those who did not win a sweet 
treat. They were able to weigh their plates 
down with a multitude of desserts made 
by families for the dessert contest. 

And if all this was not enough, one 
lucky girl went home with a Nintendo 
Game Cube that a Church member had 

donated for the event. The Game Cube 
was awarded based on a drawing from 
a jar filled with every child’s name in 
attendance. 

We all look forward to another fantas-
tic evening next year and can’t wait to see 
more imaginative costumes and smiling 
faces!  

Molly Kobernat

Oakland Honors 
Member

On the Sabbath of Jan. 20, 2007, the 
Oakland, California, congregation hon-
ored Lil Saco for her 92nd birthday and 
45 years as a Sabbath keeper. She was 
baptized along with 20 others in a swim-
ming pool by Ronald Kelly in 1962. 

Lil had a photo taken with UCG Presi-
dent Clyde Kilough, who gave the ser-
mon for the day, and longtime local elder 
Doug Bosshart, who made the presenta-
tion of a special cake for her. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kilough were in town 
following the birth of their second grand-
child since their daughter, Becca, and 
son-in-law, Brett Washington, attend the 
Oakland congregation. Oakland pastor 
Jim Tuck was away for a planned trip to 
Hungary during this time.

It was a special Sabbath for all. Lil’s 
bright smile, priceless sense of humor and 
zest for life have long been a delight to the 
local congregation as well as an example 
of the fruits of God’s way of life. 

Lil has lived for most of her life in the 
San Francisco Bay area, but is now with 
family in the state of Washington. She has 
always welcomed people in her home to 
talk about God’s Word.

Tom Meece

Houston North 
Adds “Feud” to 
Post-Feast Social

The Houston, Texas, North congrega-
tion’s Post-Feast Social (Saturday night, 
Oct. 28, 2006) was livelier than ever! On 
top of the usual delicious catered Mexi-
can dinner and the desserts provided 
by the attendees, a special treat was the 
“Family Feud—Feast Edition” game 
pitting Kerrville vs. Hawaii and Turkey 
vs. Italy! The game idea began as the 
brainchild of the Social Committee last 
year and culminated in great fun for the 
participants and audience alike.

Just like the TV version, the UCG-
Houston version had the survey board, 
buzzer, bell, host (played by Eric Pow-
ell) and all. It was all operated via laptop 
computer and projected onto a large 
screen with the buzzer and bell piped into 
the speakers.

The participants included Leo Ryan, 
Dell-Faye Berger, Sandy Sarin, John 
Zapata and Tabitha Morgan (Kerrville); 
Koehler Powell, Jeff Hunter, Emily 
Burt, Erika Whitley and Kelly Whitley 
(Hawaii); Jason Cook, Rob Stanchi, Nita 
Cook, Kristen Haughee and Cynthia Elli-
son (Turkey); DeLynn Buchanan, Patti 
Link, Brian Doig, Rhonda Whitley and 
Laurie Curry (Italy).

Even though Hawaii and Turkey won 
their respective matches, everyone felt 
like a winner on a night where so much 
joy and sharing of Feast stories and pho-
tos took place. Everyone is wondering 
how next year’s event will top this one!

Peter M. Gabriel

Virginia Beach 
Weekend: From 
Seminars to 
Swimming

Once again the Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia, congregation hosted its annual Vir-
ginia Beach weekend. The dates for 2007 
were Jan. 12 through 14. The weekend 
was filled with activities for all ages.

The weekend started with activities 
on Friday evening. There were seminars 
for both men and women. The women’s 
seminar was on personalities. It explained 
the various personalities and how they are 
all important within God’s Church. The 
men’s seminar explained the differences 
between being a true man and just being a 
male. Things wrapped up on Friday eve-
ning with snacks and fellowship.

The following morning, the women 
continued their seminar from the previ-
ous night and had additional information 
given on their godly gifts. 

Afterward, there was a Bible study 
presented by Paul Suckling, the regional 
pastor. It was on the importance of Eve’s 
decision in the Garden of Eden. Groups 
were formed to discuss the possible logic 
behind Eve’s decision to take the fruit, 

and the actual consequences that came 
with her choice. It was an interesting and 
thought-provoking subject. 

Following lunch, Sabbath services 
were held and the main message was 
given by Kevin Epps, pastor of the New 
York City and Central New Jersey con-
gregations.

Saturday evening kicked off with a 
lovely buffet dinner. While the dinner 
was coming to a close, a silent auction 
was held with the benefits going toward 
the Good Works program. This brought 
in over $290. 

The evening continued with karaoke, 
which was available throughout the night 
to anyone willing to participate. There 
was dancing and the ever-popular musi-
cal chairs. Musical chairs is a yearly high-
light for many people, and young and old 
alike are rather competitive. 

Prizes were awarded for a poster 
contest, as well as for the best and most 
original costumes. This year there was a 
Western theme, and many came out with 
their cowboy hats. The dance was a hit as 
everyone enjoyed doing the electric slide 
and various other group dances. 

The next morning, there was a pool 
party for those wanting to attend. The 
hotel allowed extended check out so the 
children were allowed a longer time to 
swim and enjoy the lazy river.

Mary Jordan

102 Attend Garden 
Grove’s Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend

From Friday evening, Jan. 12, through 
Sunday afternoon, Jan. 14, 102 enthusi-
astic ladies attended the sixth annual 
Women’s Enrichment Weekend. The 
event was held at the beautiful Embassy 
Suites in Santa Ana, California, with the 
theme “Making a Difference.” Most of 
the women were from Southern Cali-
fornia, but some came from Arizona, 
Nevada and other areas.

The weekend began Friday evening 
with an optional dinner at a nearby res-
taurant, followed by a get-acquainted 
mixer at the hotel. On Sabbath morning, 
after inspiring special music selections by 
Ingrid Helge and Carol Wallauch, Larry 
Greider, pastor of the Los Angeles con-
gregation, set the tone of the weekend 
with a theme-related uplifting message. 

After lunch Saturday afternoon, Caty 
Seiglie, wife of Garden Grove pastor 

Mario Seiglie, welcomed the group. 
Esther Salcedo highlighted the theme 
with “No Woman Is an Island,” followed 
by Leslie Schwartz on “Mentoring Rela-
tionships: Building Bridges Between 
Generations.” 

After a break we were moved by a pre-
sentation and slides by Sonali Fiske, who, 
with her husband, Kevin, and young son, 
went to Sri Lanka after the tsunami to 
construct housing under the umbrella of 
LifeNets.

After a wonderful meal at the Embassy 
Saturday night and a free evening of fel-
lowshipping, Sunday morning began 
with a heartfelt and valuable presentation 
on hospice care by Sue Black, a hospice 
nurse. Afterward five presenters spoke on 
who or what made a difference in their 
lives: Shelly Thomas (adopting a child), 
Jean Marini (those who made a difference 
in her life), Dr. Natalia Anguiano (impor-
tance of shifting our paradigms on health), 
Erika Schmid (lessons from immigrating 
to the United States) and Elaine Carlisle 
(random acts of kindness). 

Jean Updegraff opened the afternoon 
session with “Women With Women—a 
Special Bond.” Dianne Clark followed 
with “Turn Your Wick Up,” linking our 
theme with our logo of a candle/light.  
Caty Seiglie then wrapped up our sixth 
Women’s Weekend with positive com-
ments and remarks. Sylvia Kennedy 
provided the continuity among our many 
presentations for the weekend as modera-
tor, adding her zest and humor.

The group learned many ways we can 
make a difference, and as a group we did 
just that! We held a silent auction featur-
ing about 20 items, many handcrafted 
works of art, and had a donation can for 
outright donations. We were happy to 
send over $3,000 to LifeNets, an organi-
zation that truly makes a difference in so 
many lives.

This year on the evaluation forms 
attendees listed their number one reason 
for attending the weekend as: “I enjoy 
sharing special time and fellowshipping 
with other ladies in a ladies-only atmo-
sphere.” One lady on the registration form 
under “Special Requests” wrote “hugs 
and laughter.” I am sure that request was 
amply filled—for her as well as the other 
ladies who attended.

Jean Updegraff

Garden Grove Hosts 
WNP Seminar

The Garden Grove, California, con-
gregation hosted a World News and 
Prophecy Seminar on Jan. 27, in a beau-
tiful community center in Costa Mesa.

The presenters were Darris McNeely, 
managing editor, and Melvin Rhodes and 
Robin Webber, both senior editors of the 
publication. Each editor was able to speak 
twice, either giving split sermons at Sab-
bath services or presenting one or more 
sessions at the seminar in the afternoon.  

Between Sabbath services and the 
afternoon seminar, we enjoyed a delight-

Greg, Ashley and Val Peoples enjoy 
Dallas costume party (photo by 
Susan Demarest)

Winning Pinewood Derby racers in 
North Carolina (photo by Sadie Parks)

Lil Saco is shown with longtime elder 
Doug Bosshart and UCG President 
Clyde Kilough (photo by Tom Meece)

Presenter Dr. Natalia Anguiano 
with her mother, Caty Seiglie, wife 
of Garden Grove pastor Mario 
Seiglie (photo by Jean Updegraff) See “Local Church,” page 2�
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Births
Jan Pieter and Kristina (Harmon) 

Drijfhout of The Hague, The Nether-
lands, would like to announce the birth 
of their beautiful baby girl, Ella Flor. 
Ella was born Nov. 8, 2006, weighing 
7 pounds 5 ounces and measuring 20 
inches. Grandparents Wijjert and Dineke 
Drijfhout also attend the congregation in 
The Netherlands. First-time grandparents 

Richard and Mary Harmon are members 
of the Eugene, Oregon, congregation. All 
are excited as Ella marks the beginning of 
the fifth generation in the God’s Church.

Juan and Candace Morales are proud 
to announce the birth of their first child, 
Kirsten Anne, born on Sept. 29, 2006. 
Kirsten weighed 7 pounds 15 ounces and 
was 20¾ inches long. Proud grandparents 
Mark and Carolyn Gable welcome their 
first grandchild into the world. Megan 
and Jonathan Gable are excited to finally 
be an aunt and uncle. The whole family 

resides in Newnan, Georgia, and attends 
the surrounding congregations.

Troy and Cindy (Maskrid) Harris 
of the Wichita, Kansas, congregation 
would like to announce the birth of their 
second child, Ella Denise Harris, on 
Nov. 11, 2005. She weighed 6 pounds 
13 ounces and was 18 inches long. The 
family is very thrilled to be adding to 
God’s family and His way of life. Ella 
is the sixth grandchild for both sets of 
grandparents, Ray and Penny Harris 

from the Columbia, Missouri, congre-
gation and John and Nita Maskrid from 
the Wichita congregation.

Engagements
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Johnsey of the 

Birmingham, Alabama, congregation 
are happy to announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Rebecca, to Dan Car-
reiro, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tony Carreiro 
of the West Palm Beach, Florida, congre-
gation.

The couple is planning a spring 2008 
wedding after Rebecca’s graduation with 

a degree in music education. The couple 
plans to reside in Port St. Lucie, Florida.

Guenevere Haney of Medford, Ore-
gon, and Aaron Berg of Seattle, Wash-
ington, are pleased to announce their 
engagement on Nov. 23, 2006. Guene-
vere is the daughter of Don and Rachel 
Haney and granddaughter of Jim and 
Martha Morrison. Aaron is the son of 
Jerry and Sharon Berg and grandson of 
Mary Post. They have set a wedding date 
of April 29, 2007, in southern Oregon.

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Zollner of Mill-
stadt, Illinois, are pleased to announce the 
engagement of their daughter, Carolynn 
Rose, to David Jonathan, son of Collyer 
and Linda Wells of Front Royal, Virginia.  
Carolynn and David are members of the 
Fairview Heights, Illinois, congregation.  
The couple became engaged on Nov. 3, 

2006, at the Missouri Botanical Gardens.  
They are planning a March 11, 2007, 
wedding in St. Louis, Missouri.

Donn and Alice Mortier of Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin, are pleased to announce the 
engagement of their daughter Kimberly 
Lynn Mortier to Robert Wayne Canning, 
son of Robert and Nadara Canning of Lau-

ral, Montana. They both grew up in the 
Church and met at the Feast of Tabernacles 
in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, in 2004.  

They will be united in marriage April 21, 
2007, in Ripon, Wisconsin. The couple 
plan to reside in Omaha, Nebraska.

Weddings
Michael and Nancy Fike of Zephyrhills, 

Florida, are very pleased to announce the 
marriage of their daughter Susan Renee 
to Joel Andrew Falardeau, son of Mike 
and Michelle Grovak of West Lafayette, 
Indiana, and son of Michael Falardeau of 
Danville, Illinois.

The July 2, 2006, wedding took place 
in the beautiful North Georgia Mountains. 
Performing the ceremony was the bride’s 
grandfather, Jack Fike. 

Standing beside Susan was her maid 

of honor, Amber Charles. Susan’s brides-
maids were Melissa Hudson, Arielle 
Falardeau, Melanie Yates, Pamm Moses, 
Vanessa Escobar, Jennifer Fenner, Erin 
Brown and Jacqui Barba.

Standing beside Joel was his best man, 
his brother Nate Harper. Joel’s grooms-
men were his dad Michael Falardeau, 
David Fike, Wesley O’Neal, Dave Pea-
body, Mitch Arbor, Aaron Wagner and 
Adam Charles.

Joel is an engineer working for the 
consulting firm RS&H in Merritt Island, 
Florida. Susan is in her second year of law 
school. The happy couple live in Orlando, 
Florida,  and attend the Orlando congrega-
tion.

Anniversaries
Jerry and Sharon Berg of the Seattle/

Bellevue, Washington, congregation cel-
ebrated their 40th wedding anniversary 
Aug. 30, 2006.

The Bergs have three children: Janette 
(Berg) and Joe Sequino of Fremont, New 
Hampshire; Eirik and Stephanie (Kramer) 
Berg of Sammamish, Washington; and 
Aaron Berg and fiancée Guenevere Haney 
of Seattle/Medford (Oregon). Other fam-
ily members are mother, Mary Post of 
Bothell, Washington; and brother, Joseph 
Rose of Kirkland, Washington.

Henry and Wanda Ward celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on Feb. 
2. On Feb. 3 the Cincinnati East, Ohio, 
congregations presented the couple with 
a cake and flowers to commemorate the 
event.

Henry came in contact with the truth 
when he heard Mr. Armstrong’s radio 
broadcast. Later, while working in a fac-
tory in Cincinnati, a fellow employee who 
was a Church member gave him a Plain 
Truth magazine to read. Not long after-

wards, in 1966, the Ward family started 
attending the Church in Cincinnati.

The couple have four children, seven 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Henry and Wanda serve as a deacon 
and deaconess in the Cincinnati East con-
gregation.

Walter and Meta (Arnecke) Roeben 
celebrated their 60th anniversary with a 
surprise party Oct. 5, 2006, with family 
and friends given by their children, Justin 
and Sandra (Durham) Roeben and Dar-
lette (Roeben) and Peter Mathisen.

Walter and Meta were married in York-
town, Texas, and have resided in Port 
Lavaca, Texas, for more than 40 years.  
Both are retired from Alcoa.

They have four grandchildren: Eric  
Mathisen (Christian), Matthew Mathisen 
(Tracy), Rochelle (Roeben) Cade and 
Jason Derek Roeben.

They have five great-grandchildren: 
Elexis Mathisen, Rebecca Mathisen, Tyler 
Mathisen, Trever Mathisen and Rayleigh 
Cade.

Meta was baptized by Tommy Ham-
mer (1964) and Walter by Dave Myers 
(1996). They attend the Victoria, Texas, 
congregation. They enjoy working in 
their yard and garden and being with their 
grandchildren. 

Obituaries
Manford Warren, 83, of Wellington, 

Colorado, died Oct. 26, 2006, at the 
Rangely District Hospital in Rangely, 
Colorado, from a lengthy illness with 
Alzheimer’s.

Manford and his wife, Grace, were 
moved to Dinosaur, Colorado, by their 
children in April 2006 to live with and be 

taken care of by their son, Bobby Warren, 
and daughter, Norma Snyder.

Manford was born June 3, 1923, in the 
mountains of Rosetta, Arkansas, to Wes-
ley and Lula Warren. While growing up 
on the farm, Manford started working 
cutting logs at the age of 12. He married 
Grace Young of Dardenelle, Arkansas, 
Jan. 12, 1942. They moved to Colorado 
in 1952, where he worked in the timber 
industry. The family moved to Wellington, 
Colorado, in 1955 where he had his own 
mechanic business. He was a top-notch 
mechanic and welder. He even instructed 
the Japanese on how to weld aluminum.

Manford was preceded in death by his 
father and mother; one infant son, Charles 
L.; five brothers; four sisters; and one 
infant grandson.

He is survived by his wife of 64 years; 
two brothers; five sons, Bobby D. of Dino-
saur, Kenneth E., Quinton D., Stanley A. 
and Jeffery D. of Fort Collins, Colorado; 
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Ella Flor Drijfhout
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Please include a self-addressed envelope 
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(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.
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and one daughter, Norma L. Snyder of 
Dinosaur.

Manford and Grace were pillars in the 
Loveland, Colorado, congregation until 
their move to Dinosaur. A memorial ser-
vice was conducted in Loveland at the 
church hall on Nov. 12, 2006, by Elmer 
Wilke, a UCG elder and close friend.

Donald Nordskog of the Fargo, 
North Dakota, congregation died Jan. 
30, 2007, at age 71 at his home in Bejou, 
Minnesota. He had been in declining 
health since September 2006 after bat-
tling cancer and arterial blockage. 

He was born in 1935 in rural Thompson, 
Iowa, as the oldest of Grant and Amanda 

Katherine (Heglend) Nordskog’s seven 
children. He grew up in Thompson where 
he attended school. Donald served in both 
the U.S. Army and the U.S. Air Force. 
While in the military, he was stationed at 
the South Pole for several months working 
on “the wonder city under the ice.” 

In addition to his military career, Don-

ald worked in the welding profession and 
construction for many years. He retired in 
the Mahnomen, Minnesota, area. 

He was popular with the children in the 
congregation as a grandfather figure who 
liked to pass out gum and other treats. 

His memorial service was conducted 
by pastor Herb Teitgen on Feb. 5.

He is survived by three sons, Alan (Emi-
ly), David (Tracy) and Jeffery; two broth-
ers, Marvin (Patricia) and Stanley (Barb); 
three sisters, Lavone Weaver, Carol (Dean) 
Stahl and Phyllis Sterry; and several grand-
children, great-grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. His brother Marvin attends UCG 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

ful potluck lunch break featuring deli-
cious lasagna with all the extras. 

From 2 to 6:15 p.m. four fascinating 
seminars were presented: two by Robin 
Webber and one each by Darris McNeely 
and Melvin Rhodes. Topics for the day 
included “Where Satan Dwells,” “Will 
This Generation See the Kingdom?” 
“Importance of Understanding Baby-
lon,” “Europe’s Long Dream,” “The 
Middle East and Islam—the Clash of 
Civilizations” and “The 144,000.”

A few weeks prior, about 1,100 of 
our subscribers to both The Good News 
magazine and World News and Proph-
ecy were sent an invitation letter and 
promotional trifold 
brochure prepared 
by Mario Seiglie, 
pastor of the Gar-
den Grove congre-
gation. 

Of the 187 
who attended and 
enjoyed this special 
day of learning and 
fellowshipping, at 
least 17 came as a 
result of this special 
invitation. Some of 
these new visitors 
were very enthu-
siastic, asking relevant questions of our 
presenters at the end of the day.

Jean Updegraff

Bakersfield Ladies 
Enjoy Friendship Tea

Jackie Jones, with daughters Jodie and 
Jennifer, and Kori McKeegan, hosted a 
lovely tea at the Jones’ home for the ladies 
in the Bakersfield, California, congrega-
tion on Jan. 20. 

Scones with homemade jellies and 

jams were served with a fruit compote, 
juice and a variety of teas. A second 
course of tea sandwiches, pasta salad and 
fresh-baked breads was delightful. Final-
ly, tea cakes were served for dessert. 

The sumptuous food was complement-
ed by good fellowship among friends. 
Warm memories of the time together can 
now be shared for years to come.

Debbie Bates

Grandmother 
Collects Cans for 
the Work

“There’s one over there!” With these 
words, a well-dressed grandmother 
rushes across a parking lot to pick up a 
discarded aluminum can. She then goes 
back to place the can in the car before 
continuing to enter the restaurant with 
her husband. This scene is repeated many 
times as she picks up cans wherever they 
may be found.

Velma “Becky” Baker, a member of 
the Fort Worth, Texas, congregation, 
has been doing this since 1985. It is her 
way of adding to offerings for the work. 
With the price of recycled aluminum 
cans averaging 70 cents a pound, it does 
not take long to accumulate a significant 
amount. In the Feast year 2005-2006 it 
amounted to $135.10.

The Fort Worth congregation has now 
entered into the spirit of her passion also. 
Each Sabbath some members bring sacks 
of cans to services, depositing them in the 
back of the Bakers’ pickup. When there is 
a potluck or other times when the brethren 
eat together, the drink cans are collected 
and given to her for recycling.

Becky also adds money from pur-
chase rebates and saving of pennies to 
the can money and contributes it to the 
work. Occasionally other metals are 
added to the load and sold to the recy-
cler. Although it is not a great amount of 
money, it is certainly enough to do some 
good in supplying the needs of the work. 
We hope others will take up the effort 
and help the environment and the work 
by selling cans and metal to recycling 
centers. Remember, every little bit helps. 
Accumulated, that little can add up to a 
significant amount.

Newton L. Baker

Houston Holds 
Largest Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend

The United Church of God’s first South 
Central Regional Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend was held Jan. 13 and 14, 2007, 
in Houston, Texas. The theme of the 
weekend was “From the Heart: Build-
ing Relationships That Matter.” It was a 
weekend filled with fun, fellowship and 
learning God’s will for us as women in 
today’s world.

Two hundred thirty women from Tex-
as, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Minnesota—and even one 
from New Zealand—came together at 
the Houston North church hall for a muf-
fin breakfast and stimulating roundtable 
discussions (moderated by Kathy Giese) 
Saturday morning. The focus was on our 
relationship with God, with questions 
addressing a range of topics including 

the disciplines of prayer and Bible study, 
the role of faith and thanksgiving and the 
setting of priorities. 

After the morning activities, the group 
broke for choir practice and lunch, after 
which everyone moved to the Wyndham 
Hotel for a combined church service 
(Houston North and South). Sandy Sarin 
organized a women’s choir that sang “As 
the Deer” and “Be Thou My Vision” 
under the direction of Colene Erickson. 

Guest speaker Joel Meeker spoke 
about how God created us to need 
proper relationships in order to thrive 
and survive: beginning in Genesis with 
the creation of mankind and culminating 
in Revelation with our relationship with 
God as His sons and daughters. He also 
said that in the Kingdom there will be no 
gender differences. He said, “I’m good 
to my wife because in the Kingdom she 
may be over me!” 

Saturday evening began with a wine 
reception and fellowship, followed by 
dinner (with dinner music by Jessica 

Spinks on the harp) and 
a keynote address by 

Marjolaine Meeker titled “Beyond Our 
Borders: Nurturing Our Common Bonds.” 
This was an inspiring visual tour of French-
speaking areas of God’s work, illustrating 
how much we have in common with our 
sisters in other countries.

This was followed by a fun time learn-
ing about some of our sisters’ “favor-
ite things,” moderated by Mary Ann 
Hegvold. We laughed and cried together 
as women shared their special interests 
from writing poetry, scrapbooking and 
nurturing friendships to training dogs and 
visiting the elderly. Activities also included 
a special surprise appearance from “Tina 
Turner” (a.k.a. Gay Oren).

Sunday came bright and early with a 
buffet breakfast followed by a symposium 
moderated by Joy VanSchuyver. Darlene 
Yblood, Laura Jensen, Jan Williams and 
Linda Babineaux shared personal expe-
riences that changed their hearts and 
strengthened their relationships with God 
in “Renovations of the Heart.” 

Attendees then were able to choose 
between “Resolving Conflict as Christian 
Women” by Julie Zutz or “Shepherding a 
Child’s Heart” by Harriet Walding. After 
lunch we enjoyed another breakout ses-
sion offering two choices, “Being a Light 
to the World and Your Neighbor” by Ste-
fanie Rochelle and Rhonda Waddle or 

“Building Relationships Through Hospi-
tality” by Gay Oren and Tanya Horchak.

Throughout the day attendees enjoyed 
musical presentations from Kari Crow, 
Tammie Smith, Sharon VanSchuyver 
and Colene Erickson. The weekend con-
cluded with a message from Judy Ser-
vidio titled “Hungry Heart.” She shared 
three aspects of developing a closer rela-
tionship with God, which in turn, will 
strengthen all of our relationships. First, 
feast on God’s word; second, be available 
to God; and third, have a willing heart. 

After concluding remarks from Mar-
tha Sappington, we sang a hymn and tear-
fully departed.

Laurie Curry

NW Phoenix 
Honors Ordained

The members of the Northwest Phoenix, 
Arizona, congregation honored their 
deacons, deaconesses, an elder and their 
spouses in a special surprise ceremony 
on the Sabbath of Feb. 3, 2007. Randy 
Schreiber (pastor) and Chuck Zimmerman 
(previous pastor) jointly presented the men 
and wives with mahogany clock plaques.

Mr. Schreiber preceded the ceremony 
with a sermon on “Servant Leadership,” 
which defined the offices and attitudes of 
elder, deacon and deaconess. 

Cecil Maranville (previous pastor) 
wrote a note about these faithful men and 
women that said: “The church couldn’t 
begin to compensate these men and 
women for the countless hours of self-
less service they have given us. They 
have volunteered their time behind the 
scenes to accomplish a long list of tasks 
needed to keep our congregations operat-
ing smoothly.

“Yet, perhaps the greatest service is 
the example they continually set for us 
all, modeling the faith through their lives. 
They bring honor to the church offices to 
which Christ called them.”

Those honored include elder Larry 
Hale; deacons, Joseph Camerata, Ken-
neth Lilly, Michael Miller and Paul Sapp; 
and deaconesses Roma Camerata, Bettie 
McCord and Catherine Poetz. Special 
mention was made of Mrs. McCord’s 
late husband, Jim, who served as a dea-
con, and Mr. Sapp’s late wife, Iris, who 
served as a deaconess. Sharing in the hon-
ors were Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Lilly.

Their combined years of ordained ser-
vice has totaled over 250 years.

Cecil Maranville and Randy Schreiber

Bismarck Honors 
90-Year-Old Member

The Bismarck, North Dakota, congre-
gation honored Opal Gardner with a cake, 
corsage and cards on Jan. 20, 2007, after 
Sabbath services and a potluck meal.

Opal was born Jan. 29, 1917, in 
Kildare, Texas. She is the last living 
sibling of two brothers and a sister and 
is the longest living in her family. Opal 
grew up in Kildare and remained in the 
area and met her future husband, David 
Harvey Gardner, while he was working 
with her father in the oil fields of Texas.  
They married Feb. 16, 1937, and had 43 
great years together. They moved a lot 
following the work in the oil fields, but 
she always met each move with gusto.

Opal has three living children, Jane 
Hicks, Mike Gardner and Tracey Freije 
(Mike and Tracey attend UCG). Two sons 
are no longer living. She has seven grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.

Opal was a 
lifelong Southern 
Baptist, but once 
she started listen-
ing to Mr. Arm-
strong, she knew 
that was not the 
place she was sup-
posed to be. She 
called the World-
wide Church of 

God headquarters and asked for a minis-
terial visit. A minister went to visit Opal 
in Crane, Texas, and was amazed at the 
knowledge she had and that she had been 
tithing for some time. He invited her to 
attend the congregation in Odessa/Mid-
land, Texas, and she knew the minute she 
walked in the door, “she was home.” She 
was baptized in September 1983, just 
before Trumpets.

Opal moved to North Dakota after her 
daughter Tracey was married. Opal lives 
on her own in Mandan. 

She has been unable to attend the Feast 
for the last two years, but listens to taped 
sermons and receives numerous cards. 
She no longer has the body of her youth, 
but very rarely misses church, even in 
cold North Dakota weather! Opal is an 
inspiration to us all.

Tracey Freije

Local Church Updates: If your 
congregation’s news and events are 
rarely covered in United News, why 
not check with your pastor and write 
something for him to send in? We’re 
looking for 100- to 300-word articles 
and photographs with captions. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope 
if you would like photos returned. 
Include the author’s and photogra-
pher’s names and your phone number. 
Please double-check the spelling of 
names. Please e-mail (preferred) or 
give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

“Local Church,” continued from 
page 21

Robin Webber 
gives seminar 
in Costa Mesa, 
California (photo 
by Darris McNeely)

Friendship Tea in Bakersfield (photo 
by Jackie Jones)

Marjolaine Meeker gives keynote; 
dinner harp music by Jessica Spinks 
(photos by George Foshee)

NW Phoenix elder, deacons and 
deaconesses (photo by Cory Chambers)

Opal Gardner



■ Beyond Today Commentary. 
Watch or listen to short 
commentaries on various topics 
presented 
by the 
hosts of the 
Beyond 
Today 
program. 
Access 
online 
at www.
beyondtoday.
tv/programs/commentary/.

■ Bible and Archaeology. Read 
though this series of articles 
to see how evidence from 
archaeology proves the historical 
accuracy of the Bible. Online at 
www.gnmagazine.org/archaeology.

■ Profiles of Faith. Read 
about the faithful men and 
women of the Bible in the 
“Profiles of Faith” series at www.
gnmagazine.org/profilesfaith/.

■ UCG Commentary
“Entertainment Replaces News”

“The Real Secret”
“Unmarried Women, a 
Casualty of War”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

Featured Link
■ UCG Council 
Meeting 
Reports www.
ucg.org/about/
council/updates.
htm.

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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by e-mail to feast@ucg.org.uk with 
“Stirling2008” in the subject line. 
Thank you for your help.

Peter Hawkins

Jacksonville Young 
Adults’ Activity 
Registration Details 
Announced

Plans are well underway for the Pen-
tecost/Memorial Day weekend leader-
ship activities in Jacksonville and St. 
Augustine, Florida. The activities begin 
Friday evening, May 25, and conclude 
on Monday evening, May 28.

The registration fee is set at $80, 
which is due by May 5. This fee pays 
for most of the meals and activities. 
The seminars, dance and Sabbath/
Holy Day services will be held at the 
Holiday Inn Resort of Jacksonville. 
The  rooms have a discounted rate of 
$79, plus tax, a night and will hold up 
to five people per room. You will be 
responsible for making your own res-
ervation by contacting the hotel your-
self at sharrison@mmiemail.com or by 
calling (904) 741-4404.

Please send your registration fee to 
UCG-Jacksonville, P.O. Box 7558, 
Jacksonville, FL 32238. Make checks 
payable to United Church of God–
Jacksonville. For more information or 
details, please contact Ina McLemore 

at inamc@juno.com. Due to limited 
seating space, this activity is being 
offered on a first-come basis, so please 
register early!

Ina McLemore

Bluegrass Family 
Fun Weekend Set

The Wheeling, West Virginia, con-
gregation invites musicians and brethren 
who enjoy music to a Bluegrass Family 
Fun Weekend June 28 through July 1 at 
Sally Buffalo Park near Cadiz, Ohio.

Jam sessions, parking lot pickin’ and 
entertainment programs will highlight 
activities on Thursday night, Friday 
and Sunday. Saturday night will fea-
ture an extended jam session and great 
food. A “Welcome” reception is sched-
uled for Friday night. On the Sabbath 
there will be a Sabbath service, a pot-
luck-style lunch and Bible studies for 
adults, teens and children.

Registration forms are available at 
www.ucgnet.org/wheeling/bluegrass. 
You can also request a registration 
form and get further information by 
calling Jesse Earles at (276) 650-2224 
or Bob Miller at (740) 968-3106.

Bob Miller

Calendar of Events
March 17: South Central Region Teen 

Formal Dinner and Dance, Dallas/
Fort Worth, Texas, www.ucg-dallas.
org/teenformal.

March 24: Southeast Regional Prom, 
Gainesville, Georgia, www.ucgat-
lanta.org.

April 7: Dallas 50th anniversary cel-
ebration, Westlake, Texas, www.ucg-
dallas.org/50th.

April 21-22: Twin Cities Families for 
God Weekend, “Children of God—
Joint Heirs With Christ…Our Spiritual 
Heritage,” Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(www.ucgstp.org/familiesforgod).

April 28: Great Lakes Region Teen 
Prom, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
(www.ucgnet.org/pittsburgh/teens/; 
see article, January issue, page 16).

May 5-7: GCE annual meeting, Holiday 
Inn Eastgate, Cincinnati, Ohio.

May 8-10: Council of Elders meeting.
May 18-20: Spokane, Washington, 10th 

annual Women’s Retreat. Theme:  
“Fruitful Branches.”

May 25-28: Young adults’ activity, Jack-
sonville, Florida (see article, this page).

June 28-July 1: Bluegrass Family 
Fun Weekend, Sally Buffalo Park 
near Cadiz, Ohio, www.ucgnet.org/
wheeling/bluegrass.

Aug. 5-8: Council of Elders meeting.
Aug. 12: ABC graduation.
Sept. 2: Houston Music Festival, see 

article, this page.
Dec. 11-13: Council of Elders meeting.
Feb. 29-March 5, 2008: Council of 

Elders meeting.
May 18-19: GCE annual meeting.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

Paul Carter, assistant pastor of 
Springfield and Joplin, Missouri, and 
Harrison, Arkansas.

Dan Dowd, pastor of Milwaukee, 
Oshkosh and Wisconsin Dells, Wis-
consin.

Eric Evans, associate pastor of 
Atlanta and Jefferson, Georgia.

Herchial (Paul) Fisher, pastor of 
Jamaica congregations.

Peter Hawkins, office manager in 
the United Kingdom.

Dennis Horlick, assistant pastor of 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

Ron Kelley, assistant pastor of 
Columbus and Cambridge, Ohio.

Scott Lord, pastor of Buffalo and 
Elmira, New York.

Chris Moen, pastor of Mansfield and 
Canton, Ohio.

Gary McConnaughey, pastor of Kal-
amazoo, Grand Rapids and Cadillac, 
Michigan.

Dave Palmer, pastor of Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada.

Jon Pinelli, assistant pastor of Cin-
cinnati East AM and PM, Ohio.

Tim Waddle, pastor of Marietta and 
Athens, Ohio, and Morgantown, West 
Virginia.

Toward the end of March, they will 
return with their wives for another two 
weeks of the six-week program. This 
next session will focus heavily on 
counseling. 

Excerpted from Jan. 25, 2007, Minis-
terial Services Newsletter and Journal.

Writers Needed for 
New Publication 
Approved by 
Council

A new electronic publication has 
been approved by the Council of 
Elders that will focus on alcoholism, 
eating disorders, substance abuse, sex-
ual addictions, mental illness and other 
forms of dysfunctionality. The purpose 

of the magazine is to help people in 
their daily struggles and to help those 
who help them.

We are looking for writers on these 
subjects. Articles may be written by 
people who struggle with these issues, 
family members and friends who have 
helped them and people who are pro-
fessionally qualified to help. Only 
articles from members of the United 
Church of God will be accepted.  Writ-
ers may request to use a pseudonym, 
if preferred, but the material must be 
submitted in the person’s actual name.

Please send articles to Melvin 
Rhodes at the home office address. 
You may also e-mail them to him at 
melvin_rhodes@ucg.org.

Articles should not exceed 1,500 
words.

Suggestions for a name for the pub-
lication are also welcome by the end 
of March.

Melvin Rhodes

Planning to Attend 
the Feast in Stirling, 
Scotland, in 2008?

UCG–British Isles would appreciate 
the help of those who have decided to 
attend the Feast in Stirling, Scotland, 
Oct. 14-21, 2008. Let us know online 
or by letter so we can negotiate with 
hotels and private accommodations. 
How many will be in your family 
group? What ages?

For planning purposes we would 
also like to know places you would 
like to visit so we can arrange a pri-
vate tour operator to take care of your 
needs. Details of some options are on 
the Web site. 

Please visit www.ucg.org.uk/Stir-
ling2008 to let us know your details, 
or write to Stirling Feast 2008, United 
Church of God–British Isles, P.O. Box 
705, Watford, WD19 6FZ, Hertford-
shire, United Kingdom. Names and 
ages of those in your group, type of 
accommodations preferred and pro-
jected dates of arrival and departure in 
Stirling will be a great help. We aim to 
provide a suitable hall for Atonement 
in the area, so let us know if you plan 
to be there.

Any further inquiries may be made 

Continued from page 2

“Children of God—Joint Heirs With 
Christ…Our Spiritual Heritage” is the theme 
for this year’s annual Families for God Weekend 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 21-22, 2007. 
The inspiration for this exciting facet of our 
shared calling comes from Romans 8:16-17.

The weekend includes Sabbath services, use-
ful seminars, great food, a family fun show, teen 
prom and more, including special guest speak-
ers. These uplifting activities will be held at the 
Marriott Minneapolis West in St. Louis Park.

Seminar topics include “Understanding Our 
Fellow Heirs,” “Can’t We All Just Get Along?” 
“Passing Our Godly Heritage to Children,” 
“Joining the Generations,” “Mentoring Fellow 
Heirs” and “Becoming What God Envisions: 
Putting on the Ritz.”

The prom, for teens 13 to 19, has the theme 

of “Once Upon a Time” and will offer a separate 
dinner and elegant ballroom in the Marriott.

Sunday will sport a fun day of water adven-
ture and casual fellowship at the 70,000-square-
foot Waterpark of America (next to the Mall of 
America), in the Grand Lodge Hotel. Special 
discounts and light snacks will be provided.

Registration is required for Saturday and Sun-
day activities, as well as room reservations, all by 
March 31. Rooms at the Marriott can be booked 
by e-mailing Ed or Pam Quam at eddie_pam@
yahoo.com or by calling them at (320) 679-
0315. Printed brochures with registration forms 
will be distributed to local church pastors.

To download a form, get involved with the fun 
show or for more information, visit www.ucg-
stp.org/familiesforgod. Or contact David Morker 
at (763) 639-8705 or  dsmorker@yahoo.

News
At a Glance

Families for God Weekend Set for April 21-22


