
by Victor Kubik

On Feb. 28, 2002, at the
current session of meetings in
Cincinnati, Ohio, the Council of
Elders chose Roy Holladay to be
the next president of the United
Church of God, an International
Association. He will assume his
new duties at the beginning of the
Council of Elders meetings on
May 7. 

Solid Platform for Growth
The Council expresses

appreciation to our outgoing pres-
ident, Les McCullough, for a job
well done for the past four years.
In his administration he brought
great stability to the Church and
has been instrumental in estab-
lishing a solid platform for
greater growth in the Church’s

mission of preaching the gospel
of the Kingdom of God.

Mr. Holladay mentioned that

he is pleased to assume office in
such a climate and plans to build
upon the solid footing of Mr.
McCullough’s administration. 

Goals
Mr. Holladay’s goals are to

increase the effectiveness of the
Church’s media through an
increase in budget for our media
and a more effective focus in
reaching the world. Having been
pastor of congregations for 38
years, he pledges to work closely
with the ministry and congrega-
tions.

Mr. Holladay is married to
the former Norma Cowan. They
have five sons, three of them in
United. UNUN
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Roy Holladay Chosen as President

The print run for the
March/April Good News was
513,000, surpassing the half mil-
lion target set four years ago as a
five-year goal.

Plans are to maintain that
level for the coming year while
still adding many new people to
the list. 

“How is that possible?” Les
McCullough wrote in his Feb. 21
letter. “We will be having a heavy
renewal this year, including send-
ing a renewal to those office
reception areas that are part of
our Waiting Room Program. We
know that not every waiting room
copy is being displayed, and so
many of those may drop off. 

“We want to replace any
office copies that aren’t being
displayed with . . . personal sub-
scriptions. So, we will still need
to be advertising the magazine
with the goal to replace those lost
in renewal without greatly
expanding the number published.
It will allow us to catch our
breath and regroup the funding so
some other areas of Media and

Communications Services may
have some needs met.”

In addition to the 513,000
English-language magazines, the
Church also prints more than
11,500 magazines in Spanish,
5,300 in Italian and 3,800 in
German. All together more than
533,600 copies were printed. UNUN

Roy and Norma Holladay and Marion and Les McCullough at the
Council of Elders meeting March 1 (photo by Peter Eddington)

The Council of Elders met at
the home office Feb. 27 to March 5
to discuss a wide range of items,
including the Strategic Plan,
Operation Plan and budget for the
2002-2003 fiscal year. The budget
proposed by the administration con-
tained a 4.5 percent increase, based
on current trends. 

Peter Eddington presented the
Media and Communications Ser-
vices Operation Plan, which includ-
ed maintaining GN circulation at the
half million level; printing two or
three new booklets, starting with
This Is the United Church of God;
updating the design of United News;
increasing the circulation of World
News and Prophecy to 25,000; and
producing an “e-learning” version of
the Bible Study Course.

Victor Kubik, chairman of the
Media and Communications
Committee, led a discussion of how
to best use the funds available for
preaching the gospel. The media
budget will make up 18 percent of
the budget, up from 16 percent in
1998.

Ministerial Services
Richard Pinelli presented the

Ministerial Services Operation Plan

which continues current programs as
well as making 11 ministerial trans-
fers (including three new hires) and
a new hire to serve on the Ministerial
Services office staff.

Doug Horchak presented infor-
mation on the fourth phase of the
ministerial review process—congre-
gational input. To be effective this

phase will require education of the
members and the pastors about how
to use the anonymous forms that will
be shared only with the pastor.

Jim Franks presented a propos-
al for identifying and training candi-
dates for the ministry. This is impor-
tant because the average age of
salaried elders is 56. The proposed
two-year cycle included a

retreat/seminar, an “enhanced ABC”
track and a field mentoring program.

Darris McNeely informed the
Council about grants available from
the Lilly Endowment for sustaining
pastoral excellence. The Council
authorized the president to appoint a
task force to write a grant proposal.

The Council also discussed the
speakers and schedule for the 2002
GCE set for May 5 and 6. They con-
tinued planning for the 2003 confer-
ence. Earlier discussion had focused
on the possibility of having a larger
conference in 2003, funded by the
Church. But several Council mem-
bers expressed serious reservations
about the cost of such a conference,
especially in light of the desire to put
more money into proclamation of
the gospel. The Council will discuss
this further and seek input from the
GCE before the decision is made.

March 1, Rainer Salomaa,
chairman of the Canadian Council,
and Paul Kieffer, chairman in
Germany, reported on the work
being done in their areas.

At press time the Council
meetings were still in progress.
Complete reports of the meetings
can be found on the Web at
www.ucg.org/a/council/council.htm.
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2002 Feast Site
Descriptions

Inside...
This issue includes

descriptions for 40 Feast sites
sponsored by the United
Church of God.

New sites this year
include: La Paz, Bolivia;
Grange-over-Sands, British
Isles; Regina, Saskatchewan;
Malawi; Guanajuato, Mexico;
Iloilo City, Philippines; Hagers-
town, Maryland; and Keystone,
Colorado. 

See descriptions starting
on page 5. UNUN

Circulation Tops Half Million

Construction continues on the new home office building. Various delays
have pushed the completion date back. Dedication is set for May 4. Check

www.ucgcincinnati.org for the latest photographs

Doug Horchak gives a
PowerPoint presentation at the

Council meeting Feb. 27
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While the main Good News Bible Reading Program is taking a break for the Spring Holy Days, here are some suggested readings for
members during this meaningful season of the year.

DATE READING TOPIC SCRIPTURES

21-22 March Passover (Christ foreshadowed) Exodus 12:1-14, 21-36, 43-49; Isaiah 52:13–53:12

23-24 March Passover (Christ institutes the New Testament John 13:1-17; Matthew 26:26-30; 27:27-50; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Passover and dies later that day)

25-26 March Passover (symbolism) John 6:4, 22-71; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22

27 March Unleavened Bread (Festival instituted, including the Exodus 12:15-20, 37-42, 50-51; 13:3-10; Leviticus 23:4-8; 
Night to Be Much Observed; meaning of leaven; Matthew 16:5-12; Luke 12:1-3; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13
kept in New Testament)

28 March Unleavened Bread (walk in obedience) John 14:1–15:17

29 March Unleavened Bread (put out sin and live in 1 Corinthians 6:9-20; 2 Corinthians 6:11–7:1; 10:1-6; 
obedience to God) Galatians 5:9; 5:16–6:10

30 March Unleavened Bread (wave-sheaf offering, Christ the Leviticus 23:9-14; 1 Corinthians 15:20; Colossians 1:18; Romans 
Firstfruits and following His example of obedience) 8:29; 12:1-2; 13:11-14; 1 John 1:5–2:6; 2:15-17; 3:4-23

31 March Unleavened Bread (walking worthily) Ephesians 4:1-3; 4:17–5:21; 6:10-18

1 April Unleavened Bread (living according to the new life Philippians 2:12-16; Colossians 3:1-17; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 
in Christ; drawing near to God and resisting Satan) Titus 2:11-12; 3:1-8; James 1:12-15, 21-27; 4:7-12

2 April Unleavened Bread (Baptism symbolic) 1 Corinthians 9:24–10:13; Romans 6

3 April Unleavened Bread (old self dead through baptism— 1 Peter 1:13–2:3; 2:11-12; 3:8-12; 3:18–4:8; 5:8-11;
live a life of overcoming) 2 Peter 1:5-11; 3:17-18

Passover Preparation March 21-26
The Passover ceremony, in which only baptized members of the Church of God actually participate, takes place this year on March 26 in

the evening. Six days in this Bible Reading Program supplement are allotted to preparation for the Passover. (Even if you are not yet a bap-
tized member, you would still do well to focus on the profound meaning of this event and on your need to eventually participate in it.)

The topic listing above explains the significance of each day’s reading. We go heavier on scripture reading than on highlights during these
days. It would also be helpful to read “The Passover: Why Did Jesus Christ Have to Die?” from our booklet God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise
of Hope for All Mankind (pages 10-19).

For those who are baptized, it is, of course, important during this period that, before you partake of the Passover, you do some serious
personal Bible study in spiritually examining yourself (1 Corinthians 11:28; 2 Corinthians 13:5).

The Feast of Unleavened Bread March 27-April 3
The Feast of Unleavened Bread begins this year on March 27 in the evening. This night, the “night to be much observed” (Exodus 12:42,

KJV) or “night of solemn observance” (NKJV), begins the seven-day festival. The readings for this period concentrate on the institution and obser-
vance of the festival as well as the need to do what it pictures—put out sin, living a life of overcoming as Christ and the apostles instructed.

Sunday, March 31, is the day on which the ancient wave-sheaf offering would fall this year, picturing Christ being presented before the
Father for acceptance as the first of the firstfruits—and this is reflected in the reading. Leviticus 23:11 identifies the day of the wave sheaf as
being a Sunday (a weekday for which the Hebrews had no name, and which is described in the Old Testament only as “the day after the
Sabbath”). Because of its symbolism, it is clear that this is not just any Sunday, but the one that occurs during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Lastly, according to Jewish tradition, the crossing of the Red Sea (which, the New Testament explains, was a forerunner of baptism) took
place at the end of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Thus the verses on this topic in the last two days’ reading.

And, during the feast, it would also be helpful to read “The Feast of Unleavened Bread: The Lesson of Leaving Sin” (pages 27-34) from
our booklet God’s Holy Day Plan.

Reports From the Field

Philippine Yellow Pages Ad Saves Man’s Life
Can you imagine someone calling at about 3:30 a.m.? By the time you become conscious enough to know the ringing is not part of

your dream, the caller puts down the phone. Somewhat disturbed by what seemed to be just a crank call, you go back to bed and before
you can completely settle back to sleep, your other phone number rings. Now, you know the caller is seriously trying to call you.

Then, in a hesitating, low, defeated voice, you hear the words, “I’d like to commit suicide…” This is where the training in cri-
sis counseling comes in. My wife and I hurriedly dressed and drove over to see the man. Before sunrise, this man had a different
perspective on life—a bright new hope and a sure knowledge that there is a God who deeply cares for him in a very personal way.

We gave him an English Bible (incidentally he had none) and a copy of two UCG booklets: What Is Your Destiny? and Making
Life Work. We also gave him a copy of the latest Good News magazine. Inspired with his “new lease on life,” he asked where we
hold services. He has been trying to live by God’s ways since.

The tool which led him to give one more try for life over instant death was the UCG advertisement in the Yellow Pages of the
Davao City Telephone Directory. Under “Churches,” prominently listed on the top-left corner of the page is the quarter-page ad say-
ing “Life Is Hard. The Manual Doesn’t Have to Be”—as an introduction to the UCG Bible Study Course.

Edmond Macaraeg

Bible Readings for the Spring Festivals
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Clyde Kilough, pastor of the
Sacramento and Stockton, California, con-
gregations and a member of the UCGIA
Council of Elders, met with all the Philippine
elders and their wives in Davao City Jan. 27
and 28 to help “increase ministerial team-
work and effectiveness” in doing the work of
God in the Philippines.

On the Sabbath, Jan. 26, the Davao City
congregation was privileged to hear a morn-
ing sermon from Mr. Kilough on “Judgment
and Mercy” and an afternoon Bible study on
“Worldliness.” The attendance was 76. 

Sunday the elders and wives had a buf-
fet breakfast at the residence of Edmond and
Lorna Macaraeg. This was followed by a
brief tour of the UCG Philippine office facil-
ities and then the meetings, which lasted until
Monday afternoon.

In a previous e-mail to all the Philippine
elders, Mr. Kilough stated the reasons and
goals for the meeting—to increase ministeri-
al teamwork and effectiveness in doing the
work of God through: improving communi-
cation among the ministry in general by
establishing lines and principles of communi-
cation with the home office, Council of

Elders, Philippine Office, etc.; identifying
and resolving any problems or misunder-
standings that may have arisen, or anticipated
ones that could arise (discussed in executive
sessions); establishing clear administrative
procedures; determining the short-term orga-
nizational structure of the work in the
Philippines and discussing what will work
best in the long term. 

Other topics discussed were: the spiritu-
al needs of the brethren and how we can best
fill those needs; the physical needs of the
brethren and how we can best fill those
(including a discussion on how LifeNets
works and how Mr. Kilough will be
involved); and finally, what can be done to
effectively preach the gospel in the
Philippines.

Mr. Kilough left Jan. 30 for Bacolod
City via Manila. On Thursday he, along with
Bacolod City pastor Florante and Lina
Siopan, went to visit widow Nida Jain in Ilog,
Negros Occidental. On Friday—still with the
Siopans—he visited the proposed Feast site
in Iloilo City in the island of Panay. He spent

the Sabbath of Feb. 2 with the brethren in
Bacolod. The next day, Mr. Kilough left for
Manila to take his flight home.

Leyte Church Building
Inaugurated

The Sabbath of Jan.19 was a memorable
day for the Leyte congregation because of the
inauguration of the first UCGIA church
building in the Philippines, located in
Barangay Sabang, Baybay, Leyte.

In the morning, the first Sabbath service
held in this building was attended by 45 peo-
ple who came from different outlying towns.
Of these, 12 came for the first time. After the
morning service, everyone enjoyed eating
together. After lunch, one person’s baptism in
the nearby sea was witnessed by a number of
brethren. 

Following a Bible study in the after-
noon, attended by 30 adults, the ribbon was
cut and the building was dedicated to God for
His glory by a prayer led by Florante Siopan,
pastor of Bacolod and Leyte congregations.

The building is made of concrete walls,
galvanized-iron sheets for roofing and steel
grills for ventilation. It has dimensions of 12
feet by 24 feet and can accommodate about
40 people comfortably. The lot was donated
by one of the members.

Also in January the Cagayan de Oro spe-
cial Bible study was organized into a local
congregation, and a Bible study group has
been formed in Tagbina, Suriagao del Sur.

GN Outlets Impact Davao
The 10 Good News magazine outlets in

Davao City continue to affect lives. Davao is
the largest city in Mindanao with 1.3 million
people. The UCG Philippine office regularly
receives inspiring calls from readers who
have obtained magazines from our outlets.

One recent call came from a hotel man-
ager who reluctantly accompanied her child
bent on buying some Harry Potter books at
the National Bookstore. In that same book-
store is our display of Good News maga-
zines. She not only found a reason not to
endorse the books on witchcraft and sorcery,
but also discovered the positive values our
magazine teaches. She commented on the
similarity of the GN with the former Plain
Truth magazine and the writings of the late
Herbert Armstrong. She also requested sever-
al of our publications. She later called back
to discuss other biblical questions and topics.

The 10 outlets in Davao include: China
Bank-Bajada Branch; Post Shop of Davao
City Central Post Office; Davao City Public
Library; USP Library; four shopping malls—
SM City, Gaisano Mall of Davao, JS Gaisano

Citimall and Victoria Plaza. In addition, we
have outlets in the top two funeral parlors—
Angel and Cosmopolitan. The plan is to dis-
tribute 1,000 copies of the GN magazine. In
addition there are also GN brochure holders
in the various offices and payment counters
of the Davao Light & Power Company.

A Rough Journey to Baptism
Baptisms do not always come easy. Take

the case of a high school chemistry teacher in
Bukidnon, Jovy Gumban. She was baptized
in Davao City on Jan. 5.

Because of her busy schedule and that of
Mr. Macaraeg, plus the limited water in Kiara
for baptism purposes, it was agreed that the
baptism would be held in Davao City during
the Christmas vacation. But because of an ill-
ness among her children, that didn’t work.

Before the resumption of classes for
January—accompanied by her little son
(while leaving her nursing child behind) and
another teacher, Naresa “Nadie” Rico (a
Church member)—she decided to travel to
Davao City (180 kilometers away) early Jan.
4. But due to continuous rains, they had to
walk through knee-deep mud for a few kilo-
meters because of landslides. Not only that,
they had to wait and transfer to another bus
across the bridge because of bridge damage,
causing them to arrive late in the afternoon.

When one finds the “pearl of great
price,” one is willing to forsake all and go
through all the difficulties in life just to obtain
it. Such was the story of Mrs. Gumban.

This material is from United News
Philippines, www.ucg.org.ph.

International News...

Clyde Kilough Meets With Philippine Elders

Jan. 26 the United Church of God–Isle
of Man held its annual general meeting in
Ramsey. There were 12 in attendance includ-
ing the pastor, John A.Jewell.

The meeting started with the minutes
from last year’s meeting being read by the
secretary, David Payne, and passed as being
a true account of the meeting. 

Next came the report from the chairman,
Paul Spenser. The year started with the Good
News mailing list being 88. Two half-page
advertisements were placed in Manx Tails,
the in-flight magazine for Manx Airlines, and
3,000 brochures were distributed via direct
mail. The mailing list grew to 115 and after
the renewal program ended with 45. The
World Tomorrow radio program aired from
the Isle of Man and the advertisments placed
by the Church in the United Kingdom in the
Telegraph newspaper also reach the Isle of
Man. We have several readers on the Bible
Study Course showing much enthusiasm
towards the Church’s literature. A further

10,000 brochures have been purchased to be
sent out in 2002. 

The chairman thanked the members for
their efforts with the
brochure program (the
members hand write
all the envelopes, tak-
ing names from the
phone book). Monies
were also collected for
the British summer
camp, for LifeNets and
to send cards around
the world to those on
the prayer list.

The treasurer,
Steven Green, then gave his report. Starting
with a balance of 1,305.38 pounds, income
was 8,239.84 pounds. With 8,131.66 pounds
spent, we ended the year with 1,413.56
pounds. A budget was proposed to meet the
costs of hall rent, ministerial visits and for
the direct mail program. All Holy Day offer-

ings and surplus funds will be sent to the
British Isles office.

The Church Council (Paul Spenser,
Steven Green and David
Payne) were reelected to
serve for a further year. The
members share the work and
those who have responsibili-
ties for the tape library,
refreshments, charity box and
Church register volunteered
to continue in their roles.

We also discussed look-
ing for a larger hall to accom-
modate further growth.

Already in 2002 the
mailing list has grown over 10 percent due to
the brochure program. In the July/August
British and European Supplement to The
Good News an article about the island was
run making the readers aware of the Church’s
presence and activities on the Isle of Man.

Paul Spenser

UCG–Isle of Man Holds Annual General Meeting

February United News Philippines with
photo of Clyde Kilough

Kira and Paul Spenser

Leyte congregation gathers outside new building



The United Church of God in Canada
experienced a record-breaking January.
The number of pieces of mail received was
1,556. This represents about a fifth of our
normal annual volume of mail! The bulk
of the mail was responses to a subscriber
development letter and a renewal letter. As
of Feb. 22, responses to the subscriber
development letter reached 504, a 12.9
percent response. Of those, 60 percent
requested the Bible Study Course. Also as
of Feb. 22, the renewal letter to GN read-
ers and some waiting rooms received 665
responses, or 21 percent. About 500 of
these renewed. We’ve even had two read-
ers who wrote to cancel include donations!

The average Canadian Sabbath atten-
dance for 2001 was 473 per week, an
increase of 1.7 percent. Membership
stands at 380 across Canada.

Audiotape Pilot Program
Nearly 650 GN readers in the Ottawa,

Ontario; Montreal, Quebec; and Sussex,

New Brunswick, areas were sent a letter
offering a 15-minute audiotape by
Graemme Marshall on the United States
and Britain in prophecy. He had good suc-
cess with this program when he was in
Australia.

Visit to Home Office
Feb. 11 and 12 most members of the

Canadian office staff visited the home
office in Cincinnati. In particular Ed van
Pelt was able to spend a number of hours
with Richard Kennebeck who is providing
a computer program he has designed to
better manage the GN subscriber list.

Canadian Council to Meet in
Edmonton

The next round of Canadian Council
meetings will be in Edmonton, Alberta,
March 7 to 10. A letter was sent to sub-
scribers in the area giving details of
Sabbath services in Edmonton on March 9.

Source: www.ucg.org/a/news/canada.htm.

4 United News March/April 2002

Canadians Setting Records South Africa Using Variety of Good
News Promotional Efforts

2002 Festival Fund
To meet Festival expenses throughout the world, U.S. members are asked to send in a 10 percent donation from their

expected second tithe total (a tithe of the tithe). Canadian members may make a similar donation to the Canadian office.
• Please indicate the amount you are sending in the spaces below.
• Include your personal identification number (PIN) from your latest United News or Good News label.
• Make your check payable to United Church of God and label it “Festival Fund.”
• Clip out and enclose the completed form, along with your check, in one of the labeled reply envelopes 

mailed to you recently from the home office.
• Affix postage and mail.

Your PIN:

U ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ Donation Amount Enclosed: $

Name

Address City State/Province Zip/Postal Code

2002 Festival Registration
United States and Canadian head-of-household members should clip out or copy this form and take it to services on

April 6, 13 or 20, 2002. It should be filled out and given to the Festival advisor in the local congregation.
Members wishing to transfer to a U.S. or Canadian site from another country will automatically be accepted; however, please

have your pastor contact the home office via e-mail at USFestival@ucg.org. The information should include the requester’s name,
the Feast site requested, the number of adults age 20 and over, number of teens and the number of those age 12 and under.

Any member wishing to transfer to a site outside the United States or Canada should contact the Festival coordinator of that
site directly. Some additional information may be in the Festival Planning Brochure to be mailed at the end of April.

Name

Address City State/Province Zip/Postal Code

Home Telephone Work Telephone How many in your Number of Adults Number of Teens Number of Children
(       ) (       ) household will attend? (over 20) (13 to 19) (age 12 and under)

________ ________ ________
Where are you Assigned Site Transfer Choice of Site (Automatic transfer approval is expected for all U.S. and Canadian
planning to attend? sites. Pastors will receive transfer notification by May 18.)

[       ] [       ] _____________________
Number of Single Adults Number of Seniors (60 and over; include spouse even if under 60)

_______ _______

Special Needs: Disabled Wheelchair         Deaf Hard of Hearing Need Translation (specify)
[       ] [       ] [       ] [       ] [       ] _____________________________________

***Do Not Mail to Home Office—Contact Local Festival Advisor or Pastor for Registration***

2002 Feast Sites
Australia 

Frederick Henry Bay, Tasmania
Merimbula, New South Wales
Noosa Heads, Queensland

Barbados
Bolivia
British Isles
Cameroon
Canada 

Kelowna, British Columbia
Mont-Sainte-Anne, Quebec
Regina, Saskatchewan
St. John’s, Newfoundland

Chile
France
Germany
Italy
Jamaica
Kenya
Malawi
Mexico
New Zealand
Peru
Philippines

Baguio City
Davao City
Iloilo City

St. Lucia
South Africa
Togo and Benin
Tonga
United States 

Bend-Redmond, Oregon
Branson, Missouri
Corpus Christi, Texas
Escondido (San Diego), California
Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Hagerstown, Maryland
Jekyll Island, Georgia
Keystone, Colorado
Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii
Panama City Beach, Florida
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

Zimbabwe
Additional sites are planned, but most will
not encourage transfers.

The United Church of God in South
Africa has been using a variety of promo-
tional efforts to increase the Good News cir-
culation and to sow the seeds of God’s truth.

Wonderpak promotion: We have sent
leaflets offering The Good News to 9,500
homes each in Bryanston (Johannesburg)
and Durbanville (Cape Town) as a test. If
they prove successful, we will branch out to
more areas. We received 11 responses in the
first week. A lady phoned who had picked up
a Wonderpak on the pavement and immedi-
ately tied our ad to the Plain Truth magazine
that she used to get years ago and that “mys-
teriously” disappeared. She was thrilled to
find The Good News. 

Reader’s Digest: A GN insert card went
into 90,000 copies of the March edition of
Reader’s Digest.

Web site banner ads: The Internet ser-
vice provider, XSINET, is currently showing
a banner ad offering the GN; 5,000 banners
will be shown over a period of two weeks.

Mail drop: Members in Johannesburg,
Durban, East London and Cape Town are
taking 3,100 copies of the January/February
2002 Good News, each containing a coupon
offering a subscription, to selected post
offices with a request to place them in GPO
boxes. We have ordered another 3,500
copies of the March/April issue for one fur-
ther mail drop. After that we will assess the
results.

The South Africa National Council had
set a goal to distribute 9,000 copies of the GN
by Feb. 28. With these extra mail-drop GNs
we will actually distribute 10,500 copies.

Semiannual letter: In December we
sent a semiannual letter to about 4,500 GN
subscribers offering Why Does God Allow
Suffering? In mid-February 516 readers had
requested the booklet (11.5 percent
response) and 55 of the responses were
accompanied by monetary donations total-
ing 3,283 rand.

Neil Becker



Australia

Frederick Henry Bay, Hobart,
Tasmania

The Feast site in Tasmania for 2002 will
again be at the Pines Resort, situated on the
shores of Frederick Henry Bay, 10 minutes
from the airport and 20 minutes from Hobart,
Australia’s second oldest capital city.

Prices for on-site chalet accommoda-
tions range from $A40 per person per night
for double occupancy, to $30 per person per
night with four people sharing. Other types of
accommodation are available within 20 min-
utes drive from the venue. On-site facilities
include a spa, sauna, licensed bistro, heated
pool, tennis court, BMX bike track and a
games room. Golf, horse riding and seven
miles of sheltered ocean beach are close by.
Within easy driving distance are historic Port
Arthur and Richmond Village, both of which
have associations with Tasmania’s convict
past. Weather at Feast time should be fine and
cool.

Location of Services: The Pines Resort,
Surf Road, Seven Mile Beach.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations: For those deciding on
accommodations at the resort, bookings can
be made by contacting: The Pines Resort,
Surf Road, Seven Mile Beach, Tasmania
7170; telephone +61 3 6428 6222.

For further information, you can contact

Barry Williams by e-mail at barry-
williams@a130.aone.net.au or by telephone
at +61 3 9743 4341.

Barry Williams 

Merimbula, New South Wales
The charming township of

Merimbula is on the aptly named
Sapphire Coast (from the deep sapphire of
the Tasman Sea).

Approximately a six-hour drive from
either Sydney or Melbourne, this
unspoiled township with apartment build-
ings no higher than three floors is situated
on a picturesque inlet and is able to offer a
relaxed holiday with delightful boardwalk
cafes, restaurants and clubs. Its size and
lifestyle also mean that the Feast here is
always friendly—not only the brethren
you are always bumping into, but also the
local people.

Costs for accommodations are very
reasonable, with plenty to choose from.

There are tours and fishing trips, whale
watching and sailing, though it is a little
chilly in the surf at this time of year. The
weather is usually mild and sunny with tem-
peratures in the 20s Celsius. Great for walks
and sightseeing!

Check the following Web site for more
information on this pretty part of the planet—
www.sapphirecoast.com.au. Maybe we will
see you down under!

Reservations: Accommodations at
Merimbula can be organized through:

Fiske and Nagle Real Estate, P.O. Box
55, Merimbula NSW, Australia 2548; tele-
phone +61 2 6495 3222.

LJ Hooker, P.O. Box 1, Merimbula NSW,
Australia 2548; telephone +61 2 6495 1026.

For further Feast information con-
tact Bruce Dean by e-mail at
bruce_dean@ucg.org or by telephone at
+61 2 9545 5384.

Bruce Dean

Noosa, Queensland
Noosa is a popular resort town on the

Sunshine Coast of Australia about one hour’s
drive from the Brisbane International Airport.
This is truly a subtropical paradise with
excellent climate and golden beaches, backed
by a scenic hinterland. This site features year-
round swimming and surfing, fishing and
boating, scuba diving, whale watching and
for all you fans of Steve the Crocodile Man,
the Australia Zoo with Steve Irwin is just 30
minutes down the road.

Noosa is a modern resort with a plentiful
range from Sheraton-class accommodations
to one- to three-bedroom condominiums or
holiday apartments, to budget motels.
Gourmet dining and international shopping is
a plus for this resort area. For the overseas
visitors, the value of the Australian dollar
makes this an attractive possibility. 

Average temperatures for this time of the
year are 18 to 24 degrees Celsius (63 to 75
Fahrenheit) with water temperature of 21
degrees Celsius (70 Fahrenheit). 

Organized activities will include youth
Bible studies, special Bible studies, young
adults boat cruise, family dance and a bibli-
cally based stage production by the youth of
the Feast.

Location of Services: Bicentennial
Community Centre, Bicentennial Drive,
Noosa.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations: You may contact spe-
cific establishments through the Web by
searching for Noosa at www.yahoo.com. If
you would like assistance, contact Bill
Bradford at 26 St. John Cl., Parkinson,
Queensland 4115, Australia. His phone
number is +61 7 3711 5599, or you may e-
mail him at bill_bradford@ucg.org. 

Bill Bradford

Barbados

Christ Church

Barbados is the most easterly of the
Caribbean islands. Its beauty lies not only in
its exotic West Indian climate, sun-drenched
sands and turquoise waters, but a relaxed hos-
pitality of the “Bajans” who cheerfully share
their home with visitors from all over the
world.

The Feast this year will be held at the
Southern Palms Beach Club in St. Lawrence
Gap in the parish of Christ Church. The hotel
is along the sandy white beach of the South
Coast.

Southern Palms’ facilities include live
entertainment by popular bands and a restau-
rant with beautiful seaside setting. There are
two swimming pools, two lighted tennis
courts, free watersports including windsurf-
ing, boogie boarding, snorkeling and weekly
scuba instruction. There is a nine-hole mini-
golf course and shuffleboard court.

Accommodations: Hotel rooms are air-
conditioned with radio, TV, phone, mini-
fridge, hair dryer and pay safe. The one bed-
room suites have all of the above as well as a
kitchenette. The rates are as follows: 

Hotel room: $94 single or double occu-
pancy plus 17.5 percent for service charge
and VAT. The rate for a third person will be
$18.75 per day. The maximum in the hotel
room is three.
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In this special supplement are descriptions of Feast sites in alphabetical order by coun-
try. More sites may be added, but sufficient information was not available to print in this issue.

The Festival Planning Brochure will be mailed at the end of April. It will contain addi-
tional site information; a list of housing establishments for U.S., Canadian and some other
sites; helpful tips for planning your Feast; and articles on the meaning of the Feast.

On the following pages, the + sign at the beginning of international phone numbers sig-
nifies the country code. Dollar amounts are in U.S. currency unless noted otherwise. The Web
site www.oanda.com provides up-to-date currency conversion information.

Key Dates to
Remember

April 6, 13, 20  U.S. and Canadian
head-of-household members should
clip out their completed 2002
Festival Registration form (see page
4) and give it to their local Festival
advisor at Sabbath services.

Late April Festival Planning
Brochure to be mailed to member
households.

May 18 Notification at services if any
sites cannot accept all transfer
requests (automatic transfer approval
is expected for all U.S. and Canadian
sites).

June 2 Members attending a U.S. or
Canadian Feast site may begin
making reservations from the list
of accommodations supplied in the
Festival Planning Brochure.

Feast of Tabernacles 2002…

Transferring Within the 
United States or Canada

• U.S. and Canadian head-of-house-
hold members should fill out the
2002 Festival Registration Form
found on page 4 of this issue of
United News.

• Indicate your preferred transfer site
on the Registration Form.

• This form is to be given to the
Festival advisor in your local con-
gregation on April 6, 13 or 20,
2002.

• Automatic transfer approval is
expected for all U.S. and Canadian
sites. Pastors will receive transfer
notification by May 18.

Transferring to a Site Outside
the United States and Canada

• Any member wishing to transfer to a
site outside the U.S. or Canada should
contact the Festival coordinator of that
site directly. Some contact information
is provided in this supplement, with
site descriptions, and some additional
housing information may be provided
in the Festival Planning Brochure that
will be mailed late April.

• Please do not make non-refundable
travel arrangements until you receive
an acceptance letter for that site.

• Further information and housing lists
will be made available to those
accepted for transfer.

Transferring Into the United
States or Canada From Other
Areas

• Brethren wishing to transfer to a U.S.
or Canadian site from another coun-
try will automatically be accepted.
However, please have your minister
contact the home office via e-mail at
USFestival@ucg.org. The informa-
tion provided should include the
requester’s name, number of adults
age 20 and over, number of teens,
number of those 12 and under and the
Feast site requested.

• The home office will forward perti-
nent information to the respective
Festival site coordinators.

If You Want to Transfer to a Site Other Than Your Assigned Festival Site...



One bedroom suite: $136 per night sin-
gle or double occupancy plus 17.5 percent for
service charge and VAT. The rate for a third
person will be $18.75 per day. The maximum
in the suite is five.

To make a room reservation call directly
to the hotel at (246) 428-7171 extension
5315. Ask for Mrs. Juel Cox and mention that
you are with the United Church of God con-
vention. We have a total of 30 rooms blocked
because the conference center can only
accommodate approximately 80 people. Due
to the popularity of Barbados we should be at
full capacity opening night Sept. 20.

To register for the Feast, which is differ-
ent from the room reservation, contact
Arnold Hampton P.O. Box 75, Randallstown,
MD 21133, phone (410) 655-6265, fax (410)
655-9027, e-mail ajhamp@flash.net.

Arnold Hampton

Bolivia

La Paz

About every other year we have the
nice opportunity to have the Feast of
Tabernacles in Bolivia. This year is that year
again. We will be celebrating this Feast of
God in the hotel Tropical Andino in the small
town of Las Carreras, Rio Abajo. The town is
located at about 25 miles from La Paz,
Bolivia. The hotel is a small one, but it has all
of the facilities necessary to make a very
enjoyable Feast. In fact, the location of the
facility allows for meditation and closeness
to God in the middle of nature.

The temperature for that time of the year
is normally in the low 70s and it could rain. 

We are expecting an attendance of about
50 people. Because of the size of the hotel,
we are not accepting many transfers; so if
you would like to visit this part of the world,
you have to hurry for a place. We are plan-
ning for all of the brethren to stay in the same
hotel where we have services and to eat
together as well. That will create a wonderful
family environment to keep this Feast.

The cost of the hotel and meals for the
whole Feast will be $120 per adult and $100
per child under 13. Exit tax in the airport is
$25 per person. Local brethren are so anxious
to have visitors that they offer their houses to
stay some days prior to the Feast or some
days after the Feast in case you would like to
know more about Bolivia.

Unfortunately services will be only in
Spanish. 

Those wishing to attend must fly to La
Paz international airport and from there take
a bus or taxi to the Feast site. Local brethren
would be there to help you in whatever way
possible. Please consider coming to visit us in
this exotic part of the world.

If you need more information, please
contact Saul Langarica Verdín at the follow-
ing address: Casilla 10384, Santiago, Chile;
phone +56 2 521-2230; or by e-mail through
saul_langarica@ucg.org. You could also
write to our local contact in Bolivia: Raul
Machicao, at raulmachicao@hotmail.com.

Saul Langarica

British Isles

Grange-over-Sands

In the British Isles the Feast of
Tabernacles 2002 is planned for Grange-
over-Sands in the beautiful South Lakeland
area, part of the Lake District National Park
of Cumbria in the northwest of England. It’s
the country that gave so much inspiration to
Wordsworth, it’s the country of Beatrix Potter
and the area that so many call “mini-
Switzerland.”

Grange-over-Sands is an unspoiled
resort from the Edwardian era, a step back in
time to a gentler and quieter age. Grange is
on the north shore of Morecambe Bay and
has a one and a half mile traffic-free prome-
nade by the sea. Behind Grange is the largest
lake in England, beautiful Lake Windermere,
10 and a half miles long and a mile wide at its
widest. For those who wish to see something
of Scotland, it is roughly a two-hour drive by
car to either Glasgow or Edinburgh.
Yorkshire is also within driving distance.

Grange is easily reached by road or by
rail with rail service to all parts of the United
Kingdom and frequent trains throughout the
day direct to Manchester International
Airport. Manchester has daily flights to cities
throughout the United States. From London it
is roughly four hours by train with one
change at Lancaster.

The services, Bible studies, activities,
etc., will all be held at the Victoria Hall, a
restored and Grade 2 listed building. We plan
a brief “get-together” service for Friday
evening, Sept. 20, at 8 p.m. A program of
events will be available to you as you arrive
at the hall. 

There is a wide variety of accommoda-
tions and the Tourist Information Office will
be happy to make reservations for you for a
nominal fee per party or you can book them
yourself.

Grange-over-Sands has all the usual
facilities, shops, restaurants, post office and
banks. The banks can cash traveler’s checks,
change money or supply cash through an
ATM or on a credit card.

The evening temperature in Grange will
be around the 50 degree Fahrenheit mark and
can rise at that time of the year to the mid-
50s. It’s advisable to bring something warm
for the evenings. Generally the weather is
very pleasant in September; but it can rain, so
a light raincoat and/or umbrella can be assets.

Reservations: To obtain a Feast Pack
with map, details of the area, the accommo-
dation booking service, the Church’s intro-
ductory letter and volunteer’s form, please
contact the Grange-over-Sands Tourist
Information Centre. The address is: Victoria
Hall, Main Street, Grange-over-Sands,
Cumbria LA11 6DP, England. Telephone
them at +44 (0) 15395 34026 or fax them at
+44 (0) 15395 34331 or contact them by e-
mail at grangetic@southlakeland.gov.uk. 

Please be sure to mention that you are
attending the United Church of God conven-
tion in September. Please obtain the initial
information from the Information Centre.

However, in the event of particular difficul-
ties, feel free to either call me, John A. Jewell,
at +44 (0) 1257 450829 or e-mail me through
john_jewell@ucg.org.

It is necessary to make your accommo-
dation reservations at the earliest moment
as it will still be the tourist season.

We look forward to seeing you in
Grange-over-Sands.

John A. Jewell

Cameroon

Buea

Situated on the flanks of volcanic
Mount Cameroon, the lush region of Buea
will host the Feast of Tabernacles in French-
speaking Cameroon in Central Africa. Buea
was the colonial capital of Cameroon when it
was under German administration. The site
was chosen because its higher elevation
meant temperatures were pleasantly cool and
the mosquito population low.

Approximately 50 people are expected
to attend this site. This site is French-speak-
ing only, so any wishing to transfer in need to
be fluent in the language. Lodging and meals
will be at the Buea Mountain Hotel about a
two-hour drive north of Douala. Activities
will include hikes on Mount Cameroon, a
family games day and a talent show. A visa
and a yellow fever vaccination are required
for entry into Cameroon.

Reservations: More information and
registration forms may be received by con-
tacting Joel Meeker at joel_meeker@ucg.org
or (636) 561-4026, or by writing to 926
Ampere Place, Lake Saint Louis, MO 63367.

Joel Meeker

Canada

Kelowna, British Columbia 

Among the many vacation destinations
a visitor can consider in British Columbia,
there is one travel constant that never fails to
memorably reward visitors. It’s a place
where, regardless of season, world-class
amenities are always available to enjoy. It’s a
place where the climate is mild and sunshine
is something to be expected. It’s a spot
blessed with spectacular mountain scenery,
where nature cradles pristine lakes and trims
them with warm, sandy beaches and blossom
dusted hillsides. It’s a haven for recreation
year-round. It’s Kelowna, often referred to as
the Hawaii of Canada.

Kelowna is located in the beautiful
Okanagan Valley of British Columbia. This is
a major fruit-growing region and has lots of
vineyards. The settled area lies in the valley
along the shores of Lake Okanagan, which is
about 120 miles (nearly 200 kilometers) long
and 3 to 6 miles (5 to 10 kilometers) wide. 

Kelowna has a metropolitan population
of about 100,000, with many smaller cities
within an hour’s drive. It offers a variety of
recreational activities, has many fine restau-
rants and lots of shopping. There are unend-
ing miles of trails for hiking, mountain bik-

ing, trail riding and family walks. There are
about eighteen golf courses within a short
drive, and most will be open until the end of
October. There are centers for family outings,
mini-golf and kids’ attractions. For Internet
users, a local Web site www.castanet.net pro-
vides current news, weather and local hap-
penings. The climate in September is usually
still fairly warm. Rain is not normally a prob-
lem as the area is arid. One can expect cool
evenings with some very nice afternoons. It is
a good idea to bring clothing that is suitable
for weather in the 50s and 60s Fahrenheit (13
to 18 Celsius). 

Motel prices are reasonable, with a
selection to meet all budgets. The Canadian
dollar has been low against the American dol-
lar, providing an extra benefit for visitors.

An international airport, just north of
town, serves the area with direct flights from
Seattle.

Location of Services: Kelowna
Community Theatre, 1375 Water Street,
Kelowna, British Columbia.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: 14 percent—7 percent provincial
tax and 7 percent GST. Visitors from outside
of Canada can apply for a GST rebate.

Rainer Salomaa

Mont-Sainte-Anne, Quebec
Quebec City, considered one of the

most beautiful cities in North America, pro-
vides a spectacular backdrop for observing
the Feast of Tabernacles. With a population
near 672,000, Quebec City hosts more than
four million tourists annually, so language is
not a problem. Most people in the hospitality
industry speak English. 

The Festival location of Mont-Sainte-
Anne is a half-hour drive east of Quebec City
at Domaine Val des Neiges (Valley of the
Snows). This ski resort complex serves as our
main center for meetings and lodging and has
room for just over 300. The condominium
and chalet accommodations sit at the base of
the magnificent mountain. A variety of con-
dos and villas are also available at Chalets
Montmorency a few kilometers away. Most
units have kitchenettes, fireplaces and laun-
dry facilities. Close by the Festival site is
excellent dining in Quebec’s many fine
restaurants. French cuisine is considered
among the best in the world, and there are
restaurants to suit every taste and budget. 

It is an area of scenic beauty situated at
the edge of the Laurentian Mountain range
with several breathtaking waterfalls. From
the top of Montmorency Falls (one and a half
times the height of Niagara) is a sweeping
view of the skyline of Quebec City. Just east
of Mont-Sainte-Anne is Cap Tourmente
National Wildlife Reserve where each fall
thousands of migratory snow geese feed on
the banks of the St. Lawrence. Golf, hiking
and horseback riding are available and about
an hour’s drive further east, at the junction of
the Saguenay and St. Lawrence Rivers, sev-
eral species of migratory whales can be
observed. A boat cruise is available to see
these magnificent mammals.
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Quebec City is rich in history and Old
Quebec is a fascinating place. Rue Saint Paul
is well known for its abundance of handicraft
and antique shops. Acity bus tour takes in the
Plains of Abraham, Battlefield Park and the
Citadel of Quebec. The walls protecting Old
Quebec constitute the largest fortifications
still in use in North America. The Old Port is
rich in history; and the dinner cruise on the
St. Lawrence provides fun, fellowship and a
new perspective of Quebec City. 

Festival activities include a family
dance, family day and a variety show.
International visitors enjoy the advantage of a
favorable exchange rate with the Canadian
dollar. Visitors should remember to have
some photo I.D. or passports available for
crossing the border. 

Location of Services: Domaine Val des
Neiges, 203 Rue Val Des Neiges, Beaupré,
Quebec.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: 15 percent and part is refundable
to Feastgoers from outside Canada. 

Graemme Marshall

Regina, Saskatchewan
Regina was established as a satellite

Feast site last year and this year has been
added to the Festival site selections as a fully
established Feast of Tabernacles site.

Regina is located in the center of
Canada’s sprawling wheat-producing prairie.
It is where crystal blue skies meet the hori-
zons of the seemingly endless golden wheat
fields. The city itself appears as an inviting
oasis in this sea of God’s rich harvest land-
scape. From the magnificent parliament
buildings (surrounded by the 2,300-acre
Wascana Park) with its palatial manicured
landscape to the friendly citizens and busi-
ness folks, Regina welcomes you. 

Regina is a modern city with a certain
country charm. Rich in history, it has played
a significant part of the developing history of
Canada. To experience the history one only
needs to visit the RCMP Centennial
Museum. In addition, the Royal
Saskatchewan Museum has three galleries
that provide a fascinating look at the province
and the world.

Activities are plentiful and varied from
glow bowling and archery, to the
Saskatchewan Science Centre with its IMAX
theater and its Power House of Discovery
where hands-on makes science fun for young
and old. There is also a fine selection of
restaurants and fun eating ideas like Applause
Feast and Folly Dinner Theatre and Merv’s
Pitchfork Fondue. One constant blessing will
be the ability to share these days and the
activities as a group.

Regina has an international airport locat-
ed on the outskirts of the city. Those coming
from the United States also receive a 50 per-
cent plus increase in currency due to the
exchange rate.

Those of you planning to come our way
should contact Lloyd and Helen Teetaert, 35
Storey Cres, Regina, SK, S4X 1L3, Canada,
for an information packet about the area. 

You can call Lloyd Teetaert at (306)
545-4448 or contact him by e-mail at ltee-
taet@sk.sympatico.ca or call Glen White at
(403) 931-1007.

Location of Services: Uplands
Community Centre, 20 Weekes Crescent,
Regina, Saskatchewan.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: 13 percent—6 percent provincial
and 7 percent GST. Visitors from outside
Canada can apply for a GST rebate.

Glen White

St. John’s, Newfoundland
We invite you to come share in the cel-

ebration of the Feast of Tabernacles, 2002, in
the beautiful city of St. John’s,
Newfoundland, Canada.

For more than 500 years, explorers,
adventurers, pirates and all manner of seafar-
ers have made their way to St. John’s natu-
rally sheltered harbor.  

First discovered by John Cabot in 1497
and claimed for the British Empire in 1583
by Sir Humphrey Gilbert, St. John’s is the
oldest and most easterly port city in North
America. Today it is the thriving capital of
the province of Newfoundland and Labrador.

St. John’s has a rich and colorful history,
unmatched by any other Canadian city. With
a population of 175,000, St. John’s is a
vibrant modern-day city with first-class facil-
ities and services. St. John’s offers an enticing
combination of old world charm, unique
architectural and historic landmarks, fine cui-
sine and access to spectacular coastlines,
wildlife and many other choice attractions.

Shop or just stroll on Water Street, the
oldest commercial street in North America or
visit Signal Hill for a panoramic view of the
harbor and the city. Signal Hill, so named
because the arrival of ships was announced
from there by a series of flags, was also the
site where Marconi received the first transat-
lantic wireless signal in 1901.

Take a boat tour from St. John’s harbor
or other nearby villages to watch whales and
seabirds and view the spectacular coastal
scenery.

For those who love to walk, St. John’s
has many scenic walking trails. If you love to
eat, we have numerous fine restaurants. If
you like to visit scenic or historic sites, you
won’t be disappointed. 

The people of Newfoundland and
Labrador are among the most friendly and
hospitable in the world and have retained
many aspects of their European heritage,
including their accents and humor.

Recently Newfoundland has been cho-
sen by Signature Vacations as one of the top
10 most romantic sites in the world to visit!

The price for rooms at the Best Western
Traveller’s Inn is $84 for a double, including
a complimentary full buffet breakfast.

Location of Services: Best Western
Traveller’s Inn, 199 Kenmount Road, St.
Johns, Newfoundland.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: Newfoundland has a harmonized

sales tax (HST) of 15 percent. A rebate of 7
percent on purchases is available to visitors
from outside of Canada.

For more information on the site, contact
David Smith at (709) 834-5343,
dave_smith@ucg.org or visit the
Newfoundland and Labrador Government
homepage at: www.gov.nf.ca.

David Smith and Anthony Wasilkoff

Chile

Maitencillo

Once again the United Church of
God–Chile is planning to have the Feast of
Tabernacles 2002 in Maitencillo. 

Maitencillo is a small tourist town locat-
ed right along the beach. In the high season
the town is visited by Chileans and foreigners
from many parts of the world. Fortunately for
us, the Feast of Tabernacles falls in the low
tourist season and we are able to enjoy the
beautiful town and surroundings for a very
affordable price.

Maitencillo is located 100 miles north of
Santiago. Bus transportation is very nice and
efficient, so we do not recommend renting a
car to travel there. In fact, every year the
Church provides, at a low cost, rented buses
for the membership to go the Feast site. The
temperature at Feast time is in the low 70s
with rain possible, so appropriate clothing is
advised.

Most of the brethren stay and eat togeth-
er in the same hotel where we have services,
the Javier Carrera. This allows the attendees
to get to know other members in a family
atmosphere. There are also fully furnished
cabins at a walking distance from the meeting
hall. We are expecting an attendance of
around 450 people, mainly from Chile. 

The cost of three daily meals and hous-
ing for the whole Feast is $120 per person.
We pay per bed we use. So if you decided to
use an extra bed even for a small child, the
hotel charges the same amount of money.
While the majority of brethren choose to eat
together because of the family atmosphere,
you could choose to eat someplace else and
in that case the price given above would be
reduced. We would need to know in advance
what your choice is for planning purposes.

Once again this year, all of the services
will be in Spanish with translation into
English.

Reservations: For more details and
questions, please do not hesitate to write or
call. The person to contact is Saul Langarica
Verdín. Address: Casilla 10384, Santiago,
Chile; phone: (562) 521-2230; e-mail:
saul_langarica@ucg.org.

Saul Langarica

France

Nouan-le-Fuzelier

Soyez les bienvenus en France!
Set in the heart of the beautiful Loire

region of France, the village of Nouan-le-
Fuzelier will again host the Feast of

Tabernacles in French Europe. Nouan is
located about a two-hour drive or train ride
south of Paris. The Loire is a region noted for
its beautiful green and rolling plains watered
by serene rivers. Because of its beauty and
proximity to Paris, the valley of the Loire was
selected by the kings, queens and nobles of
France for the sites of their beautiful renais-
sance chateaux. These stunning constructions
represent the pinnacle of French renaissance
architecture and are some of the most famous
buildings in the world.

Lodging, meals and services will all be
on-site at the ferme de Courcimont vacation
center. It is not necessary to rent a car during
the Feast. The site is all-inclusive, meaning
that one per-person cost covers lodging and
three meals per day including wonderful
French wine with lunch and dinner. Services
will be held alternately in French and English
with simultaneous translation offered via
portable FM radio receivers (to be brought by
those needing them). Festival activities will
include many opportunities to fellowship
with Church members from different coun-
tries, guided coach excursions to some of the
most beautiful renaissance castles of France
including Chambord, Chenonceau, Cheverny
and Amboise, as well as opportunities for
wine tasting and shopping.

An optional pre-Feast coach tour is
planned starting in Paris with services on the
Day of Atonement. Starting the next day, tour
participants will visit Paris, the D-Day beach-
es of Normandy, the historic city of Bayeux,
famous for its Norman Conquest tapestry,
and the Mont Saint Michel, an island fortress
between Normandy and Brittany, before
arriving at the Feast site. 

First service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 8:30
p.m.

Reservations: More information and
registration forms may be received by con-
tacting Joel Meeker at joel_meeker@ucg.org
or (636) 561-4026, or by writing to 926
Ampere Place, Lake Saint Louis, MO 63367.

Joel Meeker

Germany

Schluchsee

Set on Lake Schluchsee in southern
Germany, in a beautiful area just 10 miles (16
kilometers) from the Black Forest’s highest
mountain, the Feldberg (1,493 meters, 4,860
feet), is the picturesque town of Schluchsee. 

Lake Titisee, with its picturesque town
of Titisee, is a 30-minute drive from
Schluchsee, and the famous Rhine river
waterfall in Schaffhausen/Neuhausen,
Switzerland, is about 60 minutes by car. The
area is familiar to brethren from past years
when the Feast was observed in Bonndorf.

Temperatures in early October can still
be very mild, but the evenings can be chilly
because of Schluchsee’s altitude (900 meters,
approximately 3,000 feet). 

Accommodations for transfer guests are
available in selected hotels and vacation
apartments. Vacation apartments offer kitch-
enettes. Half-pension arrangements are avail-
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able in most hotels. Lodging costs range from
$50 to $100 for a vacation apartment and
from $40 upwards per person for hotel
accommodations. (Transfer guests can make
their own reservations if they so desire; lodg-
ing information is available via the
Schluchsee Web site.) 

The hall where services will be held is
within walking distance of most lodging
units within the main village area. 

Direct German federal railway
(Bundesbahn) service is available via
Freiburg to Schluchsee. However, car rental
is recommended for ease of transportation
and sightseeing. Schluchsee is located
approximately 180 miles (300 kilometers)
south of the Frankfurt International Airport,
or 50 miles (80 kilometers) northwest of the
Zurich International Airport. 

Expected attendance is approximately
175. Services will be held in German, with
simultaneous translation into English. 

For more information, visit the
Schluchsee Web site (in German and
English) at www.sbo.de/schluchsee. 

Location of Services: Grosser Kursaal,
Kurhaus Schluchsee (next to the Rathaus,
behind the tourism office). 

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m. 

Reservations: Visitors wishing to trans-
fer should write to Vereinte Kirche Gottes,
Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germany.
Or fax to +49 228 9 45 46 37 (within Europe
0049) or send an e-mail to UCG-Germany at
fot@gutenachrichten.org.

Paul Kieffer

Italy

Tuscany

This year we will again be celebrating
God’s Feast of Tabernacles in Tuscany,
Lucca province. This Feast site was recon-
firmed for a second consecutive year because
of the good service, low prices and the many
positive comments from last year’s Feast par-
ticipants. The brethren appreciated being able
to fellowship and enjoy their meals and all
Feast activities together at the same hotel.

The hotel is a very beautiful facility,
located in the heart of Castelvecchio Pascoli-
Garfagnana (Lucca), one of Tuscany’s most
beautiful natural parks with enchanting hills
and valleys. You can see it by visiting our
Web site at www.labuonanotizia.org.

We will enjoy the warm, comfortable
climate, peculiar to this natural park.
Traditionally, in September, the night and day
temperature range is 68 to 86 degrees
Fahrenheit (20 to 30 degrees Celsius).

Our Feast site is only 67 miles (70 min-
utes) drive from Florence, 37 miles (40 min-
utes) from Pisa and 25 miles (30 minutes)
from Lucca. These cities are world famous
for their history and art.

The hotel will provide daily bus trans-
portation to and from Barga, Lucca and
Florence, upon request. (More information is
available in the Feast package.)

We can provide bus transportation from

either the Pisa airport or the Florence airport.
Bus transportation should be booked when
filling in your “Registration Form.” More
information about transportation can be
found in the Feast package.

The Feast hotel is a four-star hotel, and
the management is offering the special prices
of $58 to $65, depending on the type of
accommodation you choose. These prices are
per night, per person, and they include three
meals a day, water, local wine and taxes.

Discounts for children staying with their
parents are 100 percent for children 0 to 2
years old, 50 percent for children 3 to 6 years
old and 25 percent for children 7 to 12 years
old. There is 10 percent discount for a third
bed. The package prices and discounts apply
to extra days just before or after the Feast.

The hotel offers 210 hotel rooms with air
conditioning, cable TV and mini bar. All
rooms are equipped with bathroom, tele-
phone, TV set, air-conditioning and shower. 

In addition to hotel rooms, the
International Center offers residential apart-
ments and chalets within walking distance
from the meeting hall and the restaurant.
These are ideal places for brethren (singles or
families with children) who prefer to spend
less or be independent and surrounded by a
green view. The price for the chalet is approx-
imately $54 per person per day and includes
full board at the hotel restaurant. (The dis-
counts for children staying with their parents
also apply.) Minivan transportation will be
provided if necessary.

Feast messages will be given alternately
in English and Italian, with simultaneous
translation. Translation headphones will be
provided. 

We would like to enrich our services
with special music, choir singers and a choir
director, as well as piano players to accompa-
ny hymns. Your talents and participation will
be most welcome in our talent show as well.
If you would like to serve in any way, please
let us know as soon as possible.

Cultural tours to Florence, Pisa and
Siena are planned. A dance, a family day and
various sport activities (volleyball, basket-
ball, soccer games and/or swimming) are part
of the program for our young brethren.

Your Italian brethren hope that you and
your family can make it to Italy this year. We
are looking forward to welcoming you and
fellowshipping with you.

Reservations: If you would like to
receive more detailed information, please
request our Feast package at one of the fol-
lowing addresses: www.labuonanotizia.org,
feast_italy@labuonanotizia.org or
carmelo.anastasi@tin.it. The office phone
and fax is +39 035-582140.

Carmelo Anastasi

Jamaica

Ocho Rios

This year’s Feast in Jamaica will again
be held at the Renaissance Jamaica Grande
Resort in Ocho Rios. This beachfront resort is
the largest and most complete resort on the

island. Its exquisitely landscaped grounds,
coupled with its spectacular open-air lobby
with waterfalls flowing into the one-of-a-
kind Fantasy Pool, create a lasting impres-
sion.

The resort has five restaurants plus a
beach grill for surfside burgers and refresh-
ment. There are three outdoor swimming
pools and a beach and water sports center
offering windsurfing, water-skiing, snorkel-
ing, parasailing and dive programs. The
resort also features a health club/fitness cen-
ter, lighted tennis courts, children’s center
and miniature golf.

The all-inclusive prices per room per
night are: single, $170; double, $210; triple,
$300; and junior suite, $500. Children 12
years old and under stay free (maximum of
two adults with two children).

These rates include:
• Rooms with private balcony and

ocean view.
• Full buffet breakfast daily.
• Lunch daily with a choice of restau-

rants or beach grill.
• Dinner daily with a choice of restau-

rants or theme party buffet.
• Unlimited beverages.
• Non-motorized water sports including

kayaks, aqua cycles and pedal boats.
• Day and night tennis.
• Daily activity programs and nightly

live entertainment.
• All hotel taxes and gratuities.
Citizens of the United States and Canada

do not require a visa to go to Jamaica as
tourists. The departure tax is $26 per person.

Reservations: See the United Church of
God Web site for a reservation form for the
Renaissance Jamaica Grande Resort. Fax this
form to the hotel with a credit card guarantee
or mail it to the hotel with a check for two
nights’ deposit by May 8, 2002.

After sending the application and hous-
ing deposit, please send a copy of the com-
pleted application to Kingsley O. Mather by
fax at (242) 364-5566 or by postal mail at
P.O. Box N-8873, Nassau, Bahamas. His
telephone number is (242) 324-3169.

Kingsley O. Mather

Kenya
Jambo! The Feast of Tabernacles in

Kenya will be held in the verdant Lake

Victoria region of Western Kenya, near the
Serengeti Plain, about 200 miles west of
Nairobi. The drive to the site from Nairobi
will take attendees through the Great Rift
Valley, where it is not uncommon to see
zebras, baboons, gazelles and other exotic
wildlife along the road.

About 70 from Kenya and Tanzania are
expected to attend this site, where services
will be held in English. Hotel lodging for vis-
itors will be very simple and clean but inex-
pensive by Western standards.

Transportation can be arranged to the
site from Nairobi for visitors wishing to
attend. Festival activities will center around
the site with possible excursions to Lake
Victoria and to nature parks in the area.

Following the Feast, a safari of three or
five days (depending on interest) can be orga-
nized for visitors wishing to see East Africa’s
wildlife up close. Kenya’s game reserves
boast some of the best game viewing in the
world, and Kenya is one of the more stable
countries in Africa, and has a well-developed
tourist industry. A visa is required for entry
into Kenya but can be obtained at the airport.
Your Kenyan and Tanzanian brethren would
love to have visitors join them for the Feast of
Tabernacles. Karibu!

Reservations: For more information,
contact: David Baker, 901 Stoney Way,
Farmington, NY 14425; telephone (716)
398-0229 or e-mail david_baker@ucg.org.

David Baker

Malawi
For the first time the Feast of

Tabernacles will be observed in Malawi this
year. This is due to a sizable increase in the
number of members there.

The site selected is Nkopola Lodge
Leisure Center situated in the southern
Mangochi region, at the lower tip of Lake
Malawi. It is located about four to five hours
drive from either Blantyre or Lilongwe. The
lodge is situated next to Lake Malawi, one of
the most beautiful natural lakes in Africa.
There is a variety of accommodations, rang-
ing from self-catering chalets to tents. The
chalets cost about $18 a day. More expensive
hotels are located close to the site.

The climate is mild to hot, and will be
around 25 to 30 Celsius during the day. This
is not a malaria-free area, and anti-malaria
medication is recommended.

For further information contact André
van Belkum by e-mail at aevb@mweb.co.za
or by telephone at +27 31 267-1109.

André van Belkum

Mexico

Guanajuato

Guanajuato City, capital of the state that
goes by the same name and one of the most
important historical and cultural colonial
cities of Mexico and the world, will host the
Feast this year. As always, the Mexican Feast
will be celebrated with the folklore, beauty
and warmth of the Latin brethren.
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On safari in Kenya, a cheetah uses vehicle
to spy on gazelle (photo by Dave Baker)



The musical trace of its cobblestone
streets, its peaceful squares and gardens, and
the beauty of its houses and buildings give
Guanajuato City an evocative and romantic
touch. This beautiful town is legendary for its
literature, culture and beauty.

Today, Guanajuato represents one of the
finest towns for colonial architecture in
Mexico and was designated a “World
Heritage Zone.” A unique feature of
Guanajuato is the labyrinth of tunnels herd-
ing traffic under the city.
This was once a
riverbed, but repeated
flooding forced the resi-
dents to divert the river.

Some of the Feast
activities will include a
Mexican costume dinner
and dance with live
music, where we will
have an exposition of
arts and crafts of the region and of the state,
as well as a small taste of some of the typical
dances and dress of Mexico. Don’t forget
your costume! 

Once again this year, we are going to
have a typical night stroll and music show
through the streets of Guanajuato. 

Other activities will include daily Bible
studies, as well as other fun activities for
youth and children.

The five-star hotel Real de Minas will be
the host hotel for the Feast. It is located about
25 minutes walking distance from down-
town, and about 30 minutes by car from the
Leon Guanajuato International Airport. The
Real de Minas Hotel will let us have the most
beautiful old hacienda hall for free, if we can
occupy 50 rooms. We need visitors from
other countries to fill this allotment, so we
would like to encourage visitors to come.

Hotel room costs for internationals will
be $70 per night for a double or triple occu-
pancy. The hotel has allowed us to put up to
four people per room, if the fourth person
does not ask for anything extra like an extra
bed or extra towels, in which case the cost
would be 70 pesos (about $7) more per day,
considering an exchange rate of 10 pesos per
$1. (At this time, the exchange rate is about 9
pesos to $1.)

Master suites are also available at 900
pesos, plus 17 percent tax per day.

We have never had the privilege of hav-
ing only one hotel to host all the Mexican and
international brethren. This situation will
allow for much more fellowship, fun and
convenience.

The hotel will provide optional meals at
very affordable prices. Breakfast: 42 pesos
for adults; 35 pesos for children under 10.
Lunch: 70 pesos for adults; 50 pesos for chil-
dren under 10. Dinner: open menu. Mexican
night: 150 pesos per person. All prices
include tax but not gratuities. 

The Leon International Airport is only
about 30 minutes away from Guanajuato, and
its commercial flights arrive daily. We rec-
ommend taking the airport transportation to
the hotel, and then renting a car, if you wish,
in Guanajuato City.

Guanajuato has a pleasant climate with
temperatures from 11.7 to 24.2 degrees
Celsius. The area is about 2,050 feet above
sea level, and nights and early mornings can
be chilly enough for a sweater. A mild rainy
season lasts from April to September. 

Guanajuato is only miles away from the
famous cities of San Miguel de Allende and
Dolores Hidalgo. Tours are available daily.

Reservations: For hotel reservations
contact the hotel at: Srita Velia Ortíz, Depart-

amento de Reservaciones,
Hotel Real de Minas
Guanajuato. Telephone:
+52 1-473-732-2510; fax:
+52 1-473-732-7508; e-mail:
realminas@guanajuato-
turístico.com.mx.

For airline and ground
transportation contact
Gordon Barr at Travel
Gallery, 1388 Walnut St.,

Pasadena, CA 91106. Telephone: (800) 858-
6999 (North America toll-free) or (626)
577-9717; fax (626) 577-0577; or e-mail at
gordon@travelgallery.com. Information is
also listed at www.travelgallery.com. 

Lauro Roybal

New Zealand

Tauranga

The sunny port city of Tauranga is New
Zealand’s Feast site for 2002. Tauranga offers
a warmer climate on the eastern coast of the
North Island, and is a popular tourist and
retirement area. Located just two and a half
hours’ drive from Auckland International
Airport, it may be reached by rental car or
bus, traveling through rolling green farmland
and sheep country. Domestic air flights ser-
vice Tauranga daily.

Less than 10 minutes away from the
Feast site lies the long, white sand beachfront
community of Mount Maunganui. Safe
swimming, spectacular coastal walks, sailing,
kayaking, parasailing and surfing are avail-
able. The area is renowned for its deep sea
fishing. And an inexpensive seaside spa
offering hot salt water pools lies at the foot of
the mount.

Vineyards and wineries are common in
this eastern region. The world capital of
kiwifruit production is located a half hour
south of Tauranga in Te Puke. Offshore tours
of White Island, New Zealand’s only active
marine volcano, including guided walks of
the island, are also available along the coast.

Within an hour’s drive of Tauranga is the
city of Rotorua, with its many Maori and
geothermal attractions. Close by are areas for
fly-fishing, white-water rafting, bush walking
and other outdoor adventure activities.

Both Tauranga and its sister city of
Mount Maunganui offer an excellent range
of accommodations, from four-star hotels
and condominiums to motels, lodges,
homes and camping grounds. Prices for
good quality hotels and motels range from
NZ$60–200 per night. Other less expen-
sive accommodations may also be found.

The weather is normally temperate with
cooler nights and warm sunny days.
Tauranga is slightly warmer year round than
many other areas of New Zealand. However,
visitors should bring warm clothing, as it can
be cooler in the evenings.

Location of Services: Bureta Park
Motor Inn, Vale Street, Otumoetai, Tauranga.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations: For further information,
please contact Jeff Caudle, P.O. Box 22,
Auckland 1015, New Zealand; e-mail
jeff_caudle@ucg.org; phone +64-9-
8175855; or fax +64-9-8183630.

Art Verschoor/Jeff Caudle

Peru

Huanchaco

Once again we will be celebrating the
Feast of Tabernacles in Huanchaco, a small
town near Trujillo, on the shores of the
Pacific Ocean. Trujillo is located 348 miles
north from Lima. You can get to Trujillo
either by bus or by plane. It takes eight hours
by bus and 50 minutes by plane. A round-trip
bus ticket is about $50 per person and a plane
ticket to and from is about $140. We expect
warm weather during the day and a little
windy during the evenings. 

Hotel prices vary from $20 to $50 a
night for a double room in Huanchaco. If you
prefer to stay in Trujillo, prices vary from $30
to $80 a night. Also if you stay in Trujillo,
you will have to consider transportation
expenditures. Food is not expensive and in
Huanchaco there are several places where
you can enjoy good meals.

We will be providing English transla-
tions this year, but have limited space for
transfers. 

Reservations: For further information
or to request an application, please contact
Manuel Quijano, Apartado 18-0766, Lima,
Peru; e-mail manuel_quijano@ucg.org; or
telephone +51-1-4486004.

Manuel Quijano

Philippines

Baguio City

Baguio City will once again be one of
the Feast sites for this year’s Feast of
Tabernacles here in the Philippines.

Baguio is a city in the northern moun-
tains of Luzon some 260 kilometers (160
miles) north of the capital city, Manila. Being
in a temperate region in this predominantly
tropical country, it is called the summer capi-
tal of the Philippines.

Services will be held at the Girl Scouts
of the Philippines (GSP) Ang Ating Tahanan
(Our Home). The hall where services will be
held can accommodate as many as 200
Feastgoers. Services will begin on the eve of
Sept. 20 with an opening night service.

The GSP grounds also have cottages and
dormitory-type accommodations where
Feastgoers can lodge. Nearby hotels and inns

are also available. Cost of accommodations
range from $3 per person per day for dormi-
tory-type accommodations to $60 per night
for hotel rooms.

We are expecting some 80 to 100
brethren (mainly from the Luzon island area)
to attend this site. Again, brethren from out-
side the Philippines are most welcome to
keep the Feast with us this year in this beau-
tiful mountain city! We look forward to our
international brethren rejoicing with us this
year in Baguio City.

Reservations: Interested brethren may
get in touch with Rey Evasco by e-mail at
ucgmnl@pacific.net.ph or by phone at +63
(917) 814 7826 or by mail at MCPO Box
4774, Makati City, Philippines.

Rey M. Evasco

Davao City
Davao City, the largest city on

Mindanao island, still holds the title: “The
most livable city in the Philippines.” Located
just one-and-a-half-hours by jet from Manila
(about $60 one-way airfare) it is blessed to be
outside the typhoon belt. Breezy and mild
temperatures range from 26 to 32 degrees
Celsius.

As the fruit basket of the country, sever-
al exotic tropical varieties abound. Rare and
beautiful flowering plants also flourish. In
addition, Davao is home to the Philippine
monkey-eating eagle. This endangered
species is now bred in captivity and therefore
easy to see.

Beautiful white sand beaches lined
with coconut trees abound along the shores
of its resort island, lapped by clear waters
reflecting warm blue skies. Most resorts
maintain international standards. The cur-
rent peso value gives good mileage to U.S.
dollars.

Davao international airport connects
directly with flights to and from Singapore
and other south Asian countries.

The Feast will be held again this year at
the GSP Regional Training Camp in Daliao,
Toril, Davao City. It is about 15 kilometers
southwest from downtown Davao and about
a kilometer from the coast. It has screened
cottages and dormitories. Some rooms are
air-conditioned. Meals will be served in the
screened dining hall. Camp accommodations
range from about $1 to $2.50 per bed per day;
while budget meals are priced at about $1 per
meal. These special deals make it affordable
for most of the Filipino brethren.

A beach resort one kilometer from the
GSP Camp is also available. A room or cot-
tage with six beds costs $16 to $20 per day. It
has cold and hot water with private toilet and
bath. Buffet meals downtown cost about $7
or more per person. Some include taxes in
their published rates.

Services will be conducted in English
(with translation into Cebuano). The first
Holy Day service starts Sabbath morning,
Sept. 21; though a fellowship meeting will be
held the evening before (after dinner). The
camp ambiance enhances our spiritual calling
out of this world and promotes Christian fel-
lowshipping.
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Reservations: For more details or reser-
vations, please contact Davao festival coordi-
nator Edmond D. Macaraeg through any of
these means: P.O. Box 81840, 8000 Davao
City, Philippines; Telephone number (+63-
82) 241-0733; Fax/phone: (+63-82) 241-
0150; Mobile phone (+63) 0919-553-0922;
or e-mail: ed_macaraeg@ucg.org.

Edmond D. Macaraeg

Iloilo City
The brethren from the Central

Philippines are excited to have the newly-
renovated/constructed Punta Villa Resort in
Iloilo City as our Feast site this year.

Iloilo is located in the center of the
Philippine archipelago, 283 miles south of
Manila. The climate is pleasantly tropical
with two pronounced seasons—the rainy sea-
son from June to September and dry season
from October to May. Temperatures range
from 23 to 32 degrees Celsius (82 to 90
Fahrenheit) throughout the year.

You can travel by air with several daily
flights from Manila, which take about an
hour for a one-way fare of about $50. The
city’s roads are regularly plied by passenger
jeepneys, taxis and buses. Punta Villa Resort
is about 20 minutes from the airport.

Accommodation rates range from $15 to
$24 per night, depending on added features
and facilities. Meals are about $7. Taxes are
already included. Use of swimming pools
and other sports facilities are free.

Iloilo has stretches of breathtaking,
unpolluted seaside communities and beach
resorts. Scuba diving, swimming and snor-
keling can be done in perfection in the islands
of Guimaras and Sicogon as their underwater
seascapes are some of the most undisturbed
in the country. There is also spectacular archi-
tecture, with period churches and century-old
houses.

Above all, you’ll experience the love,
warmth and hospitality of the wonderful
brethren.

An added feature after the Feast is a
side-trip to one of the best beaches in the
world, Boracay Island.

Location of Services: Nautilus Hall,
Punta Villa Resort (fully-air conditioned).

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations: For more details,
bookings or reservations, contact Florante
G. Siopan, P.O. Box 713, 6100 Bacolod
City, Philippines; by telephone +63-34
708-3005 and +63-34 435-3231 and (cell
phone) +63-9174575995; or by e-mail
florante_siopan@ucg.org.

Florante G. Siopan

South Africa

Uvongo

If you would like to enjoy the Feast near
the shores of a warm ocean, with friendly
brethren and a relaxing environment, you
should consider coming to Uvongo, South
Africa! Situated about 120 kilometers (80
miles) south of Durban, on the edge of the

Indian Ocean, the area is well known for its
subtropical climate. United Church of God
has celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles here
each year since 1995.

Visitors will enjoy the small-town
atmosphere that means you often meet other
members by chance. If you have access to the
Internet, check out the photos of the 2001
Festival activities and the Festival schedule at
www.ucgrsa.org, which also has links to
other South African sites. Links include Web
sites of the South African Tourism Board; a
local Uvongo Web site and several others to
help plan your visit and make your stay
memorable. 

Overseas visitors will also enjoy the
benefit of a favorable exchange rate.
Presently (February 2002) one U.S. dollar
buys about 12 rand, and one British pound
buys over 16 rand. This means that excellent
quality hotel accommodations and meals are
very affordable.

Lush tropical vegetation surrounds the
area. Sugar cane fields and tea plantations are
a few kilometers inland. A steam train takes
passengers to a nearby restaurant for a cream
tea after chugging an hour or so through the
countryside. Youngsters paddle down the
river that runs into the sea near St Michael’s,
a few minutes drive from the hall.

Because there are so many areas to visit
and enjoy, it is worthwhile for visitors arriv-
ing by plane to hire a car from the Durban air-
port. The Festival activities are all close to
Uvongo, so if you can arrange transportation
to the Feast site, a rental car is not absolutely
essential. 

Temperatures are from the lower 70s
Fahrenheit (lower 20s Celsius) with a 10
degree variation. Feastgoers should take note
that the Feast falls during the rainy season,
though we often have just the right weather
for activities!

Accommodations are mostly self-cater-
ing, with a wide variety of two- or three-bed-
room holiday apartments available. Hotels
are scarce, but there are two in close proxim-
ity to the hall. The area is a premier tourist
attraction so there are many restaurants as
well as shopping centers that cater to most
needs. Accommodation costs will range from
$25 to $40 per day for self-catering units.
Hotel rates fall into the same price range per
person per day, inclusive of dinner, bed and
breakfast.

Uvongo is situated close to a golf course
and other sporting activities such as tennis,
horse riding, swimming and surfing (the area
enjoys a warm sea current).

There are also a number of scenic drives,
such as the well-known Oribi Gorge. Another
place of interest, especially for overseas visi-
tors, is the Zulu village near Durban.

Attendance is expected to be about 220.
Location of Services: Uvongo Town

Hall.
First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, 2002, at

7:30 p.m.
Taxes: There is a 14 percent VAT.

Visitors may request a refund for the tax on
souvenirs, etc., at the point of departure if
they have receipts.

Reservations: Visitors interested in
attending or who need more information,
should contact André van Belkum by e-mail
at andre_van_belkum@ucg.org or by tele-
phone at +27 (31) 267-1109. If dialing from
within South Africa the area code is 031.
Festival accommodations are described in the
Festival Brochure on www.ucgrsa.org.

André van Belkum

Togo and Benin
Final plans are still pending for the

Feast site in French West Africa. The Feast
will be held at members’ farms either in cen-
tral Togo or central Benin. About 25 people
are expected to attend this all French-speak-
ing site. This site is French-speaking only, so
any wishing to transfer in need to be fluent in
the language. Lodging will be on the farm
property and those attending the Feast will
prepare the meals. 

Activities will include hikes, a family
games day, soccer matches and a talent show.
A visa and a yellow fever vaccination are
required for entry into Togo and Benin.

Reservations: More information and
registration forms may be received by con-
tacting Joel Meeker at joel_meeker@ucg.org
or (636) 561-4026, or by writing to 926
Ampere Place, Lake Saint Louis, MO 63367.

Joel Meeker

Tonga

Mu’a

The Feast will be held again in Mu’a,
which is 12 miles from Nuku’alofa, the capi-
tal.

Activities will include scenic tours with
wonderful views, as well as visits to historic
sites. Coral reef tours and snorkeling will be
available, and the traditional dancing at the
Tonga Cultural Center would also be interest-
ing for visitors.

The temperature usually ranges between
20 and 25 degrees Celsius (68 and 79
Fahrenheit).

Accommodations for overseas guests
would be in hotels in Nuku’alofa. The
prices range from about $65 (single, econo-
my) to around $200 for a fully furnished
penthouse.

Hotels available are: International
Dateline Hotel, telephone +676 23-411, fax
+675 23-410; Harbour View Motel, tele-
phone +676 25-488, fax +675 25-490;
Nuku’alofa Hotel, telephone +676 24-244,
fax +675 23-154; and Leilani Apartment,
telephone +676 23-910, fax +675 23-910.

Location of Services: The Church
building in Mu’a.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations: Visitors interested in
attending or who need more information,
please contact Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou by e-mail
at htaufoou@kalianet.to, by telephone at
+676 29-165 or by mail P.O. Box 2617,
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou

United States

Bend-Redmond, Oregon

The Bend-Redmond area is pleased to
host the Feast of Tabernacles again in 2002.
Nestled in the pines of Central Oregon, Bend
is the hub of the resort area in the Cascade
Mountains. The beautiful scenery of snow-
capped mountains, towering Ponderosa
pines, sparkling lakes and mountain streams
with spectacular waterfalls provides a millen-
nial setting. Warm, sunny days and crisp,
cool nights offer typical fall weather for the
Fall Festival season. 

Services will be held in the Deschutes
County Fair and Expo Center, 3800 SW
Airport Way in Redmond, less than a mile
from the Bend-Redmond airport. 

All types of housing are available, from
low-cost motel rooms (some with kitch-
enettes) to resort homes and condominiums
with full kitchens, fireplaces and hot tubs.
Our housing list includes a varied selection of
motels near the meeting facility. More scenic
resort accommodations are available in Bend
and Sunriver.

Central Oregon offers a wide range of
family-oriented activities—far more than
could possibly be crammed into eight days.
The nationally acclaimed High Desert
Museum features impressive indoor natural
history exhibits and live animal programs in
an outdoor setting. Newberry National
Volcanic Monument offers views of interest-
ing features of the area’s volcanic past. Crater
Lake is another well-known nearby scenic
attraction. 

Scenic tour maps are available to see the
sights by car. Or enjoy hiking or biking your
choice of many miles of trails throughout the
area. 

Other activities include horseback rid-
ing, hay rides, rock climbing, rock hounding,
fishing, canoeing, boating and white-water
rafting on the Deschutes River. Golfers will
enjoy some of the nation’s best courses with
reasonable green fees. The Bend-Redmond
area offers all the usual recreational activities
such as movie theaters, health clubs, bowl-
ing, skating, miniature golf, go-carts, bumper
cars and video games. Other facilities include
art galleries, nature centers, observatories and
lava caves. 

Bend has three shopping malls, includ-
ing a factory outlet mall. The small tourist
town of Sisters is a must for window-shop-
ping and souvenirs. Sunriver Resort offers a
full range of activities, shopping, dining and
housing.

Last but not least, Feastgoers will enjoy
a full range of dining, from all the usual fast-
food places and delis to gourmet restaurants.
Special dining experiences include a dinner
train, a chuckwagon restaurant featuring a
live Western music show and a unique dining
facility which offers a 24-ounce marinated
steak dinner with all the trimmings for a price
you won’t believe in the rustic atmosphere of
a former cowboy shack.

Come join the thousand or more
brethren we expect in attendance.



Location of Services: Deschutes
County Fair and Expo Center, Middle Sister
conference hall, 3800 SW Airport Way,
Redmond.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Larry J. Walker

Branson, Missouri
Branson, now in its seventh year as a

Feast site, once again promises to be popular.
Branson draws visitors from around the
world. Famous for its beautiful scenery, crys-
tal-clear lakes and music theaters, it offers
something for almost everyone.

Situated in the hardwood forests of the
Ozark mountains and on two lakes, the fall
foliage and scenery can be spectacular. Many
hiking trails and secluded coves on the lakes
add to the serene beauty of the area. 

Branson is home to about 50 live theater
shows. These range from country stars Mel
Tillis, Mo Bandy and Micky Gilley, to tradi-
tional long-time favorites such as The
Lawrence Welk Orchestra, Andy Williams,
Bobby Vinton, the Glen Miller Orchestra and
the Platters. The area also hosts shows
including Yakov Smirnoff, Jim Stafford,
Spirit of the Dance Irish dance company,
Shoji Tabuchi and dinner shows. 

Branson is a favorite family site, with a
wealth of attractions for the whole family.
Silver Dollar City amusement park, patterned
after an 1890s village complete with over 100
craftsmen, will be hosting the National Crafts
Festival. Branson also has an IMAX theater,
many go-cart tracks and miniature golf cours-
es, museums, paddle-boat rides on the lakes
and a host of other family activities. 

For golfing enthusiasts, the area has sev-
eral fine PGA-rated golf courses. Fishing on
Tablerock Lake and on Lake Taneycomo are
both excellent. The area also boasts many
unique shops, antique stores and three facto-
ry outlet malls.

A variety of housing is available in
Branson, from new high-rise hotels to condo-
miniums and small motels in quiet settings. 

Branson in September tends to be qui-
eter than mid-October. Traffic congestion has
been greatly relieved with several roads giv-
ing alternate routes around Highway 76.

Whether you are looking for a site with
lots of activities for the family or a place to
get away to the peace and quiet of nature,
there is something for all in Branson.

Expected attendance is 1,400.
Location of Services: Baldknobbers

Theater, West Hwy. 76, Branson, Missouri.
First Service: Saturday, Sept. 21, 10

a.m.
Taxes: Vary from 5.75 percent to 12 per-

cent.
Michael Blackwell

Corpus Christi, Texas
Corpus Christi, on the Gulf of

Mexico in south Texas, will be a wonder-
ful site to share this Feast of Tabernacles
with God’s people. The Gulf waters should
be warm, the breezes light and balmy and
the south Texas culture inviting. A wide

variety of housing is available at excep-
tionally good rates. Our members can
choose from the stately Omni Hotel, over-
looking Corpus Christi Bay, to the spa-
cious condominiums on Mustang Island,
to virtually anything in between.

Corpus Christi is situated near the
Padre Island National Seashore, the
longest white, sandy beach in the world. 

Local attractions include tours of the
Texas State Aquarium, an authentic replica
of Christopher Columbus’s Santa Maria
and the aircraft carrier USS Lexington.

Temperatures range from 60 to 90
degrees Fahrenheit (16 to 32 Celsius),
with mid to high humidity.

The Houston Intercontinental Airport
is 215 miles away, and offers connecting
flights to Corpus Christi. A rental car is
advised for this site.

Room rates range from $29 to more
than $90 per night. Condominiums are
also available. Expected attendance is 700.

Location of Services: Bayfront Plaza
Convention Center, 1901 N. Shoreline
Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Rooms subject to a 13 to 15
percent tax. 

Britton M. Taylor

Escondido (San Diego North),
California

For the fifth consecutive year, the San
Diego area will host the 2002 Feast of
Tabernacles at the California Center for the
Arts in Escondido, California. The California
Center for the Arts in Escondido is a beauti-
ful fixed-seat concert auditorium with an
adjoining museum and park. Escondido is a
northern suburb of San Diego, about 30 min-
utes north of downtown San Diego and Lind-
bergh International Airport. The Ontario and
Orange County airports are also about one
hour away. The Escondido area offers less
traffic congestion and a slower pace than the
busier downtown areas of San Diego. North
San Diego County also offers a variety of
housing options from homes and condos on
the beach to economy properties. Housing
prices range from $44 to $200 per night.

Activities in the San Diego area include
the world-famous San Diego Zoo, the Wild
Animal Park, Sea World and Lego Land in
nearby Carlsbad.

The Church will host a number of spe-
cial activities for all age groups including, a
family day, teen activities, young adult activ-
ities, seniors’ lunch, a Hawaiian luau, and a
special dinner-concert. We are expecting
about 1,000 to 1,200 to attend. Average tem-
peratures range from highs in the 80s to
evening lows in the 60s.

Location of Services: California Center
for the Arts Escondido, 340 North Escondido
Blvd., Escondido, California.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: There is a 10 percent room tax
and an 8 percent sales tax.

Dave Register

Gatlinburg, Tennessee

Nestled amid gently rolling peaks,
Gatlinburg serves as the gateway to the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park. You can
relax in a peaceful, safe environment of nat-
ural splendor. The Feast occurs at the most
beautiful time of year in the Smokies—a time
of vibrant reds and golds of the fall season,
although the Feast may be a little early for the
full colors this year. It is a top vacation spot
in the United States. If you would like to
attend in Gatlinburg you will need to do so
this year as we will not be in Gatlinburg next
year.

Gatlinburg provides a unique range of
dining and entertainment, arts, shopping and
unusual attractions. There are over 100
restaurants where you can enjoy anything
from a pizza to a perfectly done steak, or even
the latest in regional cuisine. After dinner you
can choose live music or theater, dinner
shows or dancing. Even strolling the lively
main street throughout the afternoon or
evening is a relaxing pleasure. You can watch
artists and artisans at their easels and pottery
wheels throughout the vibrant crafts commu-
nity either in the galleries downtown or on
the eight-mile-long crafts loop that begins
just outside town.

A large part of what makes Gatlinburg
such a special meeting place is the great out-
doors. The Great Smoky Mountains National
Park sits at your doorstep, offering 800
square miles of spectacular flora, fauna and
outdoor activity. There are over 900 miles of
hiking trails so you can explore forests,
waterfalls and stunning mountain vistas. This
site is not recommended for those with walk-
ing handicaps as it is largely a mountainous
region.

This year we are planning a family day
that will have activities for everyone, an
evening at Dixie Stampede Dinner and Show,
a family dance, an evening of “pickin’ and
grinnin’” for those who love to play and lis-
ten to bluegrass and country music, opportu-
nities at Ober Gatlinburg (a beautiful area in
the mountains above Gatlinburg) and a possi-
ble activity at the Ripley’s Aquarium.

Come join us for a magnificent spiritual
and physical Feast. You are sure to enjoy this
beautiful part of the United States. For addi-
tional information regarding Gatlinburg, you
may go on-line at www.gatlinburg.com.

Location of Services: Gatlinburg
Convention Center, Mills Auditorium, 234
Historic Nature Trail, Gatlinburg, Tennessee.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m. 

Taxes: Motel tax for the area is 11.5 per-
cent.

Mark Winner

Hagerstown, Maryland
Situated in the Cumberland Valley and

ringed by the Appalachian Mountains to the
west and the Blue Ridge Mountains to the
east, Hagerstown and surrounding
Washington County offer many family, recre-
ational and cultural activities. 

Hagerstown also has a major mall, plus

the largest outlet mall in Maryland, a grotto
cave, a nice city park, a museum of fine arts
and five state parks, including the civil war
battlefield at Antietam Creek. The area also
has five golf courses, ice rinks in an ice and
sports complex, biking trails and river rafting
during the Feast. 

Fine dining restaurants, neighborhood
pubs and grills, bustling eateries and diners
and quick to-go delis and fast-food chains
provide eclectic menus with dozens of choic-
es for all budgets. 

Traveling the Western Maryland Rail
Trail, residents and visitors experience the
beauty of Washington County’s rolling farm-
land and abundant wildlife. People common-
ly enjoy hiking, biking, jogging and roller
blading along the 10-mile trail, which fol-
lows the former Western Maryland Railroad
line. For more information click on their Web
site at www.marylandmemories.org.

Hagerstown is equidistant (70 miles)
from Washington, D.C.; Baltimore,
Maryland; and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania;
plus less than an hour to Gettysburg. This
provides the opportunity to participate in a
variety of educational field trips and enjoy-
able excursions to these metropolitan areas.

Interstate 81 (north and south) crosses
Interstate 70 (east and west) at Hagerstown,
providing easy access for members.

The Clarion Hotel & Conference Center
Antietam Creek will host services and pro-
vide the bulk of housing accommodations.
Rooms will be $65 per night. (Other proper-
ties range from $38 to $59 a night.) The
Clarion was enhanced by a $1 million refur-
bishment completed this past year, which
included new carpet, wall coverings and fur-
nishing in the guest rooms and suites, freshly
painted meeting rooms, new lobby furniture
and a high-tech Fun Zone for children of all
ages. The Clarion also features an on-site
restaurant, indoor pool/atrium area, fitness
center (membership free for hotel guests) and
an indoor track. Check out their Web site at
www.ClarionAntietam.com.

Major airports nearby are in Baltimore,
Washington, D.C. and Harrisburg.

Expected attendance will be around
1,000.

Location of Services: Clarion Hotel &
Conference Center Antietam Creek, 901
Dual Highway, Hagerstown, Maryland.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: There is 10 percent room tax and
5 percent sales tax.

Dave Myers

Jekyll Island, Georgia
The Jekyll Island Festival site is located

just off the coast of southern Georgia.
Beautiful beaches, walking, hiking, fishing,
golfing, tennis and wildlife viewing are avail-
able. A tour of Millionaires’ Village is one of
the highlight attractions. Horseback riding is
available on Jekyll Island and nearby St.
Simons Island.

Temperatures range from 60 to 75
degrees Fahrenheit (16 to 24 degrees
Celsius), with the possibility of rain. Major
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airports for arrival and departure are
Savannah, Georgia; Brunswick, Georgia; and
Jacksonville, Florida. A rental car is advised.
There is a toll to enter the island of $3 per
entry. Economy passes are available.

Room rates vary, with motels costing
from $43 to $129 per night and condomini-
ums from $62 to $289 per night. Rental
homes and cottages are available from $39 to
$370 a day. Expected attendance is 1,000.

Location of Services: Hartley
Auditorium, 1 Beachview Drive, Jekyll
Island, Georgia.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: Local tax is 5 percent; state tax is
6 percent.

Bob Jones 

Keystone, Colorado
We had the Feast in Keystone in 1995

and 1996, and the site has been a favorite of
Colorado Feastgoers. The facilities have
grown since then. The conference center has
doubled in overall size. As before, housing
(mostly condominiums) is of good quality,
and is clustered reasonably close to the con-
ference center. Prices for condos are compa-
rable to recent years, but other housing in
Keystone itself starts a little higher at $79. We
plan to include more economical housing in
the surrounding area in the housing brochure.

Elevation is nearly as high as last year’s
site, Breckenridge—just over 9,300 feet. So
the same cautions would apply. Elevation
sickness is not pleasant!

A shuttle bus comes by each housing
area every 20 minutes, although there is a
parking lot near the conference center
(enlarged since ’96). Many will find they are
within walking distance, as well. There is
plenty to do in the area. In Keystone or near-
by you will find golf courses, horseback rid-
ing, fishing (including guided trips), historic
mine tours, tennis, hiking, mountain biking,
4WD tours and rentals, ice skating
(Breckenridge) and fine restaurants as high as
AAA four-diamond rating.

Factory shops are located in nearby
Silverthorne, on I-70. There are supermarkets
and other commercial establishments in this
crossroads town, providing most everything
you might need. Some will enjoy journeying
the short drive to last year’s site of
Breckenridge for dining, shopping and just
visiting a quaint town. Another interesting
town (with a Wal-Mart!) is Frisco, a few
miles west of Silverthorne.

Temperatures can vary significantly, but
be prepared for 70 degree daytime highs and
20 degree nights, with a typical daytime high
of 60. Some snow at Feast-time in the
Colorado Rockies is not only a possibility,
but a likelihood, as those who attended
Snowmass in ’97 can attest! It’s not likely we
will have a storm of that intensity, but don’t
be surprised to see a few inches.

If coming from Denver, anticipate
around an hour and a half drive from the air-
port. You can either take Hwy. 6 west from
the Denver side of the Eisenhower Tunnel, or
Hwy. 6 east from Silverthorne.

Location of Services: Keystone
Conference Center on north side of Hwy. 6,
in Keystone, Colorado.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes/surcharge: 10.3 percent.
Larry Neff

Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii
Members will have the opportunity for

the sixth consecutive year to meet once again
in the Kauai War Memorial Convention
Center in Lihue, Kauai, for the Feast of
Tabernacles 2002.

Kauai is called the Garden Isle with
good reason! It is Hawaii’s most lush island,
with verdant valleys, countless waterfalls and
rivers and tropical gardens overflowing with
exotic plants, trees and flowers—a bounty of
stunning color and beauty.

Kauai has more than 60 lovely beaches,
from the famous Barking Sands Beach on the
west shore, to Poipu Beach on the south, to
the beaches of the Na Pali Coast on the north.
The island also boasts the wettest place on
earth—Mount Wai’ale’ale’—with over 480
inches of rain a year. (Please know, that’s
only in the center of the island. The rest of the
island enjoys normal tropical weather.)

On the west side of the island is famous
Waimea Canyon. Upon seeing this spectacu-
lar sight, Mark Twain called it the Grand
Canyon of the Pacific. It is well worth the
short trip to see it! 

There is a wide variety of activities from
which attendees may choose. An exclusive
luau is offered. Helicopter tours, kayaking
adventures, deep sea fishing trips, sunset sail-
ing dinners, snorkeling and scuba await those
who wish. Or you can just lie on the beach or
beside your pool.

The convention hall in Lihue is an air
conditioned, theater-style auditorium.
Housing is available from Princeville in the
north, to Kapa’a, Lihue and Poipu. Prices for
most hotel rooms and condominiums will
range from $90 to $200 per night (or more if
you wish).

The island of Kauai is located approxi-
mately 100 miles from Honolulu. Almost
hourly flights from Honolulu to Kauai are
available. Some air carriers are now offering
direct flights from certain U.S. mainland
cities to Kauai. Check with your travel agent
or on-line.

Daily temperatures should be in the 80s
Fahrenheit (26 to 31 Celsius).

Location of Services: Kauai War
Memorial Convention Center, Lihue, Kauai.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7 p.m.
Taxes: State tax is 6 percent. Hotel tax is

4.17 percent.
Earl L. Roemer

Panama City Beach, Florida 
The Edgewater Beach Resort along the

coastline of Panama City Beach will again
host the Feast of Tabernacles in Florida for
2002. 

Edgewater’s 110-acre gated community
incorporates an array of activities and ameni-
ties sure to make a successful Feast, with 11

swimming pools, 12 tennis courts, 11 shuf-
fleboard courts, four hot tubs, a tanning salon,
gift shop, game arcade and one full-service
restaurant. 

A complimentary tram service is avail-
able for transportation across the resort and to
the meeting facility if needed. Part of the
resort rests along the coastline. Step back a
few yards from the ocean, and you’ll find
yourself on the deck surrounding
Edgewater’s famous Lagoon Pool.
Landscaped islands and several flowing
waterfalls find their way into this 11,000-
square-foot Polynesian-style, free-form pool,
while several whirlpools and reflecting ponds
make this tropical area complete.

The other part of the resort, across the
street connected by a 10-foot wide pedestrian
walkway, houses the meeting facility and a
cluster of luxurious golf villas; a nine-hole,
par-three executive golf course with nine
lakes and several island greens; a complete
clubhouse and pro shop; 12 Plexicushion ten-
nis courts with six lighted for night play; and
also shuffleboard courts.

Their new health club is a 1,500-square-
foot, state-of-the-art facility that features
everything from cardiovascular exercise
equipment to an aerobics salon to a massage
therapy room. 

Approximately 70 percent of the units
are oceanfront, which includes studios, one-,
two- and three-bedroom condominiums. The
remaining condos surround the meeting facil-
ity and golf course. Prices per night through-
out Edgewater Resort will range from: stu-
dios, at $77; one bedroom, $92 to $118; two
bedrooms, $102 to $141; and three bed-
rooms, $122 to $185. Long Beach Resort, a
mile away and a part of Edgewater Resort,
provides studios at $70; one bedroom at $98;
two bedrooms at $124, and three bedrooms at
$151. Economy housing accommodations,
some oceanfront, will also be provided near-
by. These economy properties will range
from $25 to $60 per night. Most of these are
efficiencies, with some having full kitchens. 

The long-term success of this site
depends on members only using the housing
listed in our housing brochure. The low price
for the meeting facility saves the Church
thousands of dollars each year and
Edgewater Resort is trusting the cooperation
of our members to use the housing listed in
our brochure. Some condos in the area may
be less expensive, but the rates at Edgewater
are comparable and of dependable quality. 

For more information, check out the
resort’s Web page at www.edgewater-
beachresort.com.

Location of Services: Edgewater Beach
Resort, 11212 Front Beach Road, Panama
City Beach, Florida.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: 11.1 percent.
Harold Rhodes

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Spectacular autumn colors, unique

sandstone formations, enormous indoor
water parks, go-cart racing, riding the famous

amphibious “Ducks”—all this and more is
what makes the Wisconsin Dells a great
Festival site for the entire family.

Services will be held at the beautiful
Crystal Grand Music Theater. This modern
facility seats 1,900 people and is ideal for lin-
gering conversations and fellowship. Free
parking is conveniently located next to the
facility.

The Dells offers a large variety of hous-
ing including ultra-modern theme resorts
with elaborate indoor water parks. There are
also homes and cottages available for rent on
lakes, rivers or in the woods. Condominiums
are available in various price ranges. Motels
are very reasonably priced as well. Several
facilities offer large indoor water parks and
whirlpool suites so ask about them when
making reservations. All establishments
require a housing deposit and cancellation
policies vary, so ask about them when calling
for reservations.

Wisconsin Dells is a unique site in its
family atmosphere and accessibility. Most
accommodations are within a few minutes’
drive of the Crystal Grand Music Theater as
well as dozens of attractions and quaint
shops. 

The Madison, Wisconsin, airport is an
hour’s drive from the Dells. The Milwaukee
airport is two hours away and Chicago’s
O’Hare airport is three hours by car. The
weather during the Feast can vary from beau-
tiful fall weather to the possibility of colder
autumn temperatures. Additional information
regarding the Wisconsin Dells Feast site and
surrounding area can be found on the Web at
www.ucg-beloit.org/dells. Expected atten-
dance is 1,100. 

Location of Services: Crystal Grand
Music Theatre, Route 23, (half mile east of I-
90), Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.

First Service: Friday, Sept. 20, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: Local tax is 5.5 percent and hotel
tax is 11 percent.

Steve Nutzman

Zimbabwe

Harare

The Feast will be held in Harare, the
capital city. The site offers the congenial fam-
ily atmosphere of a small group.

Hotel accommodations are plentiful
owing to the current slump in the tourism
industry. Rates range from $60 (other) to
$123 (Holiday Inn) per night bed and break-
fast single.

We recommend that first-time visitors
arrange to visit Victoria Falls for a day or two
before or after the Feast as there is no place
like it on earth. The falls are just under an
hour’s flight from Harare.

Reservations: For further details,
contact Mike Mukarati, P.O. Box 3393,
Paulington, Mutare, Zimbabwe; telephone
+263-020-64702 (business) or +263-020-
68102 (home); or by e-mail
mikemuk@africaonline.co.zw.

Mike Mukarati
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“Leaven of the Pharisees”—it’s a curi-
ous phrase. Why did Christ feel compelled to
warn His disciples to avoid it? Would you
recognize this “leavening” if you saw it
today? The answer to these questions is
important, not just for the Passover season,
but throughout the year.

What is this “leaven of the Pharisees”?
You will find a direct answer in Luke 12:1.
“In the meantime, when an innumerable mul-
titude had gathered together, so that they
trampled one another, He began to say to His
disciples first of all, ‘Beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’”
Hypocrisy is here described as the leaven of
the Pharisees, but as we will see later, this is
just the tip of the iceberg.

Hypocrisy Defined
“Hypocrite” comes from the Greek

word hupokrites and refers to someone who
is acting, pretending. It was the custom of
Greek and Roman stage actors to speak in
large masks with mechanical devices for aug-
menting the force of the voice. These actors,
concealing their real faces and changing their
real voices, were called hupokrites, or hyp-
ocrites.

Jesus likened the conduct of the
Pharisees to actors—men pretending, playing
a role. The Pharisees of Christ’s day were a
powerful leadership body who claimed to be
more zealous and more righteous than the
rest of Jewish society. They set themselves up
as models of what was right and godly, yet in
Christ’s eyes their example was actually
destructive. In Christ’s estimation the con-
duct of these men had a corrupting effect
upon those who followed their example—a
leavening effect, if you will.

The Sermon on the Mount and
Instruction on Hypocrisy

It is interesting that early on Christ
forcefully addressed the issue of hypocrisy.
You might call Matthew 6:1-18 a primer on
identifying hypocrisy. The hypocrites give
offerings for the purpose of being seen and
admired (verses 1-2); they pray to impress
men with their voices and their words (verse
5); and they do all they can to look miserable
when they fast so they will be admired for
their sacrifice and pitied for their discomfort
(verse 16). Christ’s message to His disciples
was simply, If you do it this way, men’s admi-
ration will be your total reward since I will
not be looking or listening.

Most people who profess to be Christian
get the point. This is elementary. How often
do you see someone blow a trumpet to
announce his offering or look so tousled,
unshaven and unkempt that you have to ask,
“Are you fasting today?” But the leavening
effect of hypocrisy is far broader.

Hypocrisy and Malicious Intent
Most of us are familiar with the situation

described in Matthew 22:15-18. The
Pharisees brought to Christ a coin bearing
Caesar’s image and asked Him if it was
appropriate to pay taxes. The Jews of Christ’s
time hated the Roman occupation. To say

yes, it is OK, would alienate the Jews. To say
no, you should not, would be treasonous and
open to prosecution by the Roman govern-
ment. Jesus said, in verse 18, “Why do you
test Me, you hypocrites?” Here hypocrisy
was the masking of their malicious intent.

Verses 15 through 18 make it clear that
the intent of the heart and the appearance
were different, “Then the Pharisees went and
plotted how they might entangle Him in His
talk. And they sent to Him their disciples with
the Herodians, saying ‘Teacher, we know that
You are true and teach the way of God in
truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You
do not regard the person of men. Tell us
therefore what do You think?”

Here is a clear example of malicious
intent. With smiling faces and flattering
words they sought to injure Christ. Paul, who
had been a Pharisee before his conversion,
could easily see the connection between leav-
en and malicious intent. In his letter to the
Corinthians, written at the Passover season,
Paul exhorted, “Therefore let us keep the
feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leav-
en of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1
Corinthians 5:8). But there is more to the
story of the leaven of the Pharisees.

A Second Form of Leaven
In Matthew 16, Scripture shows that the

leaven of the Pharisees goes beyond
hypocrisy. Following the miracle of the fish-
es and loaves, the Pharisees confronted Jesus
as they sought a sign. He called them hyp-
ocrites to their faces and offered no sign but
the sign of Jonah. Later He warned His disci-
ples, “‘Take heed and beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and the Sadducees” (Matthew
16:6). The disciples did not at first understand
what He meant. Christ called the Pharisees
hypocrites in verse 3, but the disciples didn’t
automatically assume a connection.

It is quite likely the disciples were ini-
tially blinded by a guilty conscience. They
thought they had received a subtle scolding
because no one had remembered to purchase
food for the group (Matthew 16:7). Christ
explained that He wasn’t dependent upon
whether they remembered to buy groceries,
after all, hadn’t He just fed a huge multitude
with seven loaves and a few fish? With their
guilty consciences relieved, they hit upon His
true intent which is described in verse 12,
“Then they understood that He did not tell
them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of
the doctrine of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.”

The leaven of the Pharisees is more than
hypocrisy; it is also their doctrine. But how or
why is their doctrine equated to leaven? We

will find as we go along that there is an inex-
tricable link between the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees and the doctrines of the Pharisees.

Doctrine and Hypocrisy
The clearest connection between the

hypocrisy of the Pharisees and their doctrine
is seen in Mark 7:1-9, where the Pharisees
complained about the disciples eating with
unwashed hands. It should be understood that
the traditions, or rulings, passed down gener-
ation to generation by the wise men of the
Pharisaical persuasion took on the power of
law. To the mind of a Pharisee the sayings of
their elders were as binding as the Scriptures.
In fact Christ implies they were even seen as
more binding than the law of God if the two
came into conflict. To Christ this was hypo-
critical. How can a body of men who claim to
be the most righteous observers of the law of
God create traditions that nullify the law of
God and still claim righteousness? This did-
n’t make sense. Christ saw their doctrines, in
this case, as hypocritical.

As we continue in Mark 7, we can see
the conflict. The Pharisees came to Christ and
challenged, “Why do Your disciples not walk
according to the traditions of the elders, but
eat bread with unwashed hands?” (Mark 7:5).
Christ responded, “Well did Isaiah prophesy
of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This peo-
ple honors Me with their lips, but their heart
is far from Me, and in vain they worship Me
teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men.’” (Mark 7:6-7).

Christ continued His rebuke in Mark
7:8-13, giving examples of traditions passed
down by the elders that directly contravened
the law of God. His final summation was that
in many areas of advice, ruling and even law
they had put aside the law of God preferring
their traditions instead. To Christ this was
hypocritical of a body that claimed superior
righteousness since the laws of God are right-
eousness (Psalm 119:172).

Modern Illustration
The conflict between the

traditions of the elders and the
law was not just a circumstance
of Christ’s day. The Pharisees of
Christ’s day were in effect the
predecessors of the rabbinical
system that came to power after
the destruction of the temple.
Following the banning of Jews
from the Jerusalem area, the
rabbinical schools moved north
to the shores of the Sea of Galilee and there
created the basis for modern Judaism. The
system of teaching based upon tradition has
continued since that time.

Last year before the Passover, Jeffrey
Weiss wrote an interesting article in the
Oregonian detailing the effect of the tradi-
tions of the elders upon the standards for
determining what is leavened. Mr. Weiss
shared an interview with the rabbi-in-resi-
dence at Manischevitz, the world’s largest
manufacturer of matzo. Before getting into
specifics, Mr. Weiss wrote, “Thousands of
years of rabbis have come up with long
explanations for how to observe that seem-
ingly simple commandment” (referring to the
command in Exodus about leavening).

Mr. Weiss described how the
Manischevitz plant is closed for a month
before Passover for a complete cleaning
where cooking equipment is literally taken
apart and scoured and reassembled before the
production of Passover matzo begins. He also
described the meticulous way the matzo is
made, making sure no leavening intentional-
ly or unintentionally contaminates the matzo.

At the end of his article the reporter then
described the many ways in which people
observing the Passover and Days of
Unleavened Bread try to get around the strict
obedience to the no leavening law and herein
we find a most interesting “law.” Mr. Weiss
asked Manischevitz’s rabbi-in-residence
about what appeared to be a contradiction to
the biblical law regarding no leavening dur-
ing this season.

“And how about many of Manis-
chevitz’s kosher-for-Passover processed
mixes for cakes, cookies and other goodies?
One of the ingredients is sodium carbonate—
baking soda. Isn’t that a leavening?

“It may look that way, Rabbi Horowitz
said. But appearances can deceive.

“The rabbis decided that matzo once
certified as kosher for Passover can never be
de-Passoverized. Not even by later contact
with leavening. All of the Manischevitz
mixes start with Passover matzo meal that—
by definition—can’t be ritually contaminated
by baking soda.

“Most people don’t understand that,
Rabbi Horowitz said.

“‘It’s not a question of what it looks
like,’he said. ‘It is a question of what the rab-
bis call it.’”

That article echoes the words of Mark
7:8. “For laying aside the commandments of
God, you hold the tradition of men . . .”

As we move toward
the Passover and the
Days of Unleavened
Bread, may we learn
from the cautionary
words of Christ—beware
of the leaven of the
Pharisees. During our
days of self-examination
and introspection, may
we determine all the
more to worship God
with a sincere and honest
heart, coupled with a

respect for both the letter and the spirit of His
Word. UNUN

Robert Dick is a member of the Council
of Elders and a pastor in Oregon.

Beware of the Leaven of the
Pharisees

Would you recognize this “leavening” if you saw it today?

by Robert Dick

Robert Dick



101 Attend Women’s
Enrichment Weekend
From Jan. 18 to 20, 101 enthusiastic

ladies attended the first annual Women’s
Enrichment Weekend sponsored by the
Women’s Club of the United Church of
God–Garden Grove with the theme
“Discover Your God-Given Gifts.” Most of
the ladies were from Southern California, but
23 ladies traveled from Arizona and a few
came from Northern California. The location
was the Country Inn & Suites in Costa Mesa,
a beautifully appointed, elegant European-
inspired hotel. 

The weekend began on a social level
Friday evening with ladies able to meet at a
nearby restaurant to relax and fellowship. On
Sabbath morning the services started with
four special music solos and then a theme-
related uplifting sermon by Dennis Luker
showing biblical examples of God’s view on
women.

Dianne Clark of the Loma Linda con-
gregation began the afternoon sessions with a
thought-provoking assessment and presenta-
tion on the gifts of Romans 12, which
encouraged women to recognize and use
their gifts and talents for the benefit of others.

After a wonderful meal together
LeeAnn Luker of the Seattle congregation
explored God’s gifts of individuality, intro-
ducing and discussing the four main person-

ality types, with personal assessments to dis-
cover our own type. Then the real fun
came—we divided into groups by our
respective types and came up with solutions
to an identical situation. Laughter was every-
where as we graphically saw how each per-
sonality type looked at the situation in a dif-
ferent way.

On Sunday morning five ladies from the
congregations of Garden Grove and Los
Angeles, representing all four main personal-
ity types, continued with personal and bibli-
cal examples, tips and motivation to apply
this information in our personal lives and
relationships.

Afterwards everyone had time to enjoy a
display of various arts and crafts—an oppor-
tunity to share our gifts. Following a relaxing
lunch by the pool, Mrs. Luker tied together

the aspects of gifts and inspired us to apply
what we learned. 

Evaluation forms were completed and
the results were fantastically positive. One
lady summed up the weekend by writing that
it “filled a need I didn’t know existed.” The
ladies left with wonderful memories,
enriched with closer friendships and new
knowledge, and encouraged and inspired. 

Jean Updegraff

AC/AU Reunion Planned
for Nashville in June
All former students, employees and fac-

ulty members of Ambassador College and
Ambassador University are invited to attend
a reunion in Nashville, Tennessee, June 22
and 23, 2002. A dinner/dance is planned for
Saturday night and a picnic on Sunday. Gary
Antion, former associate professor and
administrator, will give the sermon Saturday
afternoon and will address attendees
Saturday night. 

For more details and to RSVP, please
contact Phillip or Elaine McCollum at
acreunion2002@comcast.net or (615)
595-0565.

Phillip McCollum, Class of ’86

Houston Third Grader
Wins Spelling Bee

On Jan. 8, third grader Juliane Bounds,
from the Houston, Texas, North congrega-
tion, won the Krahn Elementary School
spelling bee. In the spelling bee she compet-
ed against 31 other students in third, fourth
and fifth grades. The school spelling bee is a
preliminary event leading to the Scripps
Howard National Spelling Bee.

Dennis Bounds

102 Enjoy Virginia Beach
Winter Weekend

More than a hundred brethren from
Maryland, North Carolina, Delaware and
Virginia met on the weekend of Jan. 19 and
20 for the third annual Virginia Beach Winter
Weekend. While it was cold and rainy out-
side, it was warm and sunny inside.

On Friday night Todd Carey led a Bible
study. A chili and grilled cheese lunch was
held before services on the Sabbath. Arnold
Hampton gave the first split sermon. He
asked, “Is anything too hard for God?” The
second message was by Paul Suckling, who
spoke on “Your Twin Towers.”

A ’50s dance was held Saturday
evening, with a balloon dance and a game of
musical chairs included. Hot dogs and root
beer floats were served.

No one braved the 42-degree ocean, as
Sunday was a basketball and do-your-own-
thing day, with so much to do and see in the
area.

William C. Pryke

Women’s Focus Weekend
Held in Sydney

Last Nov. 17, about 30 women met in
Sydney, Australia, for the Women’s Focus
Weekend. The weekend began with a Bible
study from Bruce Dean, who outlined
Christ’s attitude toward women. Lunch fol-
lowed, allowing women to fellowship and
meet some of the visitors from other areas,
including one from New Zealand.

After lunch Barbara Turner, Jeanette
Dean and Kim Mihalec gave presentations
on creating a Sabbath environment. The
women then divided into four groups to dis-
cuss practical ways of making the Sabbath
special, balancing time for fellowship with
time alone with God.

Dorothy Urquhart discussed the role of
women in marriage and Jacqui Afiouni and
Leonie Peers presented book reviews.

Discussion groups again formed to consider
the various feminine traits and the positive
and negative ways they are used in dealing
with others.

In the next session Vidette Turner dis-
cussed friendships and the positive uses of
the tongue. Dawn Goodger discussed effec-
tive communication. The final session relat-
ed to health, with presentations by Michelle
Carnochan and Felicia Stokes.

Dawn Goodger summed it up: “The
Women’s Focus Weekend exceeded my
expectations. There was a real bridging of the
generation gap with young and old interested
in and ready to learn from each other.”

Kim Mihalec

Milwaukee Enjoys a
Taste of India

On the Sabbath of Feb. 16, 2002, the
Milwaukee congregation had a Family
Christian Club meeting after services. The
theme of the club this time was “Love.” 

Prior to the club meeting was the tradi-
tional potluck that always has an ethnic
theme. This time the program director, Tony
Kuczynski, decided that we would bring
Indian food. Several weeks before the meet-
ing he brought recipes to share with us. As
always, the food was lip-smacking good and
the brethren had the opportunity to try new
foods never tasted before—even using spices

not normally
found in
many Amer-
ican homes,
such as garam
masala and
curry. It was a
taste sensa-
tion.

After the
s u c c u l e n t
potluck, it
was time to
start the meet-
ing. Keeping
to the theme
of love, topics
m a s t e r s

Roger Burns and Darlene Schmidt livened up
the topic session by pretending to be game
show hosts from Wheel of Fortune. Some
questions posed to the group were, “Is it love
if I just stay all to myself and leave everyone
else alone?” and “Does it show love when
you tease one another—when is teasing
going too far?”

Following topics there were four
speeches, given by Roger Kohler, Warren
Schmidt, Ron Premetz and James Chance.
Closing remarks were made by the pastor,
Michael Hanisko.

Leone Burns

Tampa Has Outbreak of
Weddings

Who says love is only for the young?
Certainly not Ralph Hamacher, 82, who
with Sue Overton said “I do” Jan. 5. These
long-time members and newlyweds join
three other couples in the Tampa, Florida,
congregation who have taken their vows

since September. Ralph and Sue invited
the congregation to join them after ser-
vices for the ceremony and reception.

Holly Hannaway
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Milwaukee Family Christian
Club (photo by Leone Burns)

Registration at Women’s Enrichment
Weekend: Rose Norgren, Anna Moore and

Erika Schmid (photo by Jean Updegraff)

Barbara Turner and Lisa Caudle chat at
Women’s Focus Weekend in Sydney

Newlyweds in Tampa: Randy and Tami
Hannaway, Rebecca and Jason Dupuis, Sue
and Ralph Hamacher, and John and Elaine

Allen (photo by Solomon Downing)

Local Church Updates…

Articles and photos for “Local Church
Updates” are welcome! If your congrega-
tion’s events aren’t being reported on,
check with your pastor and volunteer. Mail
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or e-mail
mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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Births
Harvey and Christina Potter of

Raleigh, North Carolina, are pleased
to announce the birth of their first
baby girl. Ravyn Maye Potter was
born on Jan. 9, 2002, weighing 6
pounds 10 ounces and was 191/2

inches long. Big brothers Keagen (5

years) and Breckin (23 months) are
delighted with her. Grandparents are
Norman and Sharon Hills of
Buffalo, New York.

Eric and Sarah (Rule)
Wickham of Anamosa, Iowa, are
thrilled to announce the birth of their
first child, Cole Alan. Cole was born
three weeks early on Feb. 27, 2001.
He weighed 7 pounds 3 ounces and
was 20 inches long.

Cole is the first grandchild on

both sides of the family (although
he’s got a cousin on the way!). The
proud grandparents are C.B. and
Sharon Rule of Houston, Texas, and
Vance and Deb Wickham of
Anamosa.

David and Christine
Kenavan of Brisbane, Australia,

along with brother Adin, wel-
comed twin boys Jordan Tokada
and Ethan Charles to the world
on Aug. 17, 2001. Jordan
weighed 4 pounds 7.5 ounces
and Ethan weighed 5 pounds
and half an ounce.

Travis and Stephanie Stotts of
Gilmer, Texas, are happy to

announce the birth of their twin
sons, William “Zane” and Thomas
“Cole,” born on Dec. 19, 2001. Zane
weighed 6 pounds 6 ounces and was
20 inches long. Cole weighed 8
pounds 12 ounces and was 213/8

inches long. The proud grandparents
are Paul and Sandra Syltie of Big
Sandy, Texas, and James and Rose
Stotts of Llano, Texas.

Weddings
Kenneth and Darlene Shoe-

maker and Harvey and Teresa
Werner are happy to announce the
marriage of their children, Erin
Elizabeth Shoemaker and David
Jeremy Werner. David and Erin
were married July 28, 2001, in
Sardinia, Ohio, in a ceremony per-
formed by Jim O’Brien. Erin was
attended by a maid and matron of
honor, four bridesmaids and two

junior bridesmaids, and David had
six men as his groomsmen. The very
happy couple are currently living in
Middletown, Ohio.

Diana Jo Wright, the only
daughter of Steven and Susan
Wright, and Christopher Nyal

Bartch, the oldest son of David and
Donna Foster, were married on Aug.
26, 2001. The wedding took place
on a bright sunny day in Avery Park,
Corvallis, Oregon, followed by a
dance reception at the same location
with over 150 guests in attendance.
Lavender and royal blue decorated
the event.

The ceremony was performed
by Roger Foster, the groom’s grand-
father. The bridesmaids were Lisa
Lambert, Eva Corbett, Michelle
Reed and Trisia Besher; the grooms-
men were Nathan Bartch, B.J.
Foster, Dan Johnson and Nick
Wright. Bryce Foster was the ring
bearer with Stephanie Borgen and
Kristi Burton as junior attendants.
The couple continues to live in the
town of Corvallis and attend the
Salem/Albany congregation.

Anniversary
On Sabbath, Feb. 23, 2002, the

Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation
had cake and punch in honor of Les

and Marion McCullough’s 50th
anniversary. The McCulloughs were
married Feb. 29, 1952, leap year day,
so there was some discussion of this
only being their 121/2 anniversary!

Obituaries
Melvin H. Marquardsen, 75,

died Dec. 24, 2001. He was a long-
time member of God’s Church in
Fargo, North Dakota, having
received The Plain Truth in 1958.

He was instrumental in God calling
four additional family members,
including his mother, both sisters
and a niece.

Melvin farmed until diabetes
forced him to quit in 1989. He suf-
fered through many operations,
including amputation of both legs,
and moved to a nursing home in
May 1995. He died peacefully of a
stroke in his sleep.

He is survived by a sister,
Evelyn Marquardsen, and a niece,
Donna Beall, both United members,
and a nephew Kenneth Beall. He
was preceded in death by his par-
ents, a sister and a brother-in-law.

John Joseph Warzycki, 75,
died of heart failure on July 17,
2001. John was baptized in 1967 and

was a faithful member of God’s
Church in the Cleveland, Ohio, area.
John lost his sight as a teenager, but
he didn’t allow it to get in the way of
living life to the fullest. He worked
51 years as a concession stand oper-
ator, and had just retired four months
before he died. His hobbies included
woodworking and computers; and
he had an insatiable thirst for knowl-
edge, becoming well read in a great
number of subjects.

He is survived by his wife,
Linda Gilliland Kruse; three daugh-
ters, Betty Jean Thomas, Susan
Horton and Linda Shoulders; as well
as step-children, Pam, Tim and Phil
Kruse; seven grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter. He took great
joy in his family and had an
immense love for God’s truth. His
vision of God’s Kingdom was
always crystal clear in his mind.

Lucille Anderson, 89, of
Grants Pass, Oregon, died Dec. 30,
2001. She was born April 19, 1912,
in Kendallville, Indiana. She was a
registered nurse for many years and
retired in 1987. Lucille was a long-
time member of the Church of God.
She is survived by a daughter, Judi;
two sons, Carl and John; ten grand-
children and eight great-grandchil-

dren. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Carl R. Anderson Sr.
Graveside services were conducted
in Lacey, Washington, on Jan. 9,
2002, by John Cafourek.

Viola Butler, 83, of Altoona,
Alabama, died suddenly and unex-
pectedly on Jan. 20, 2002. Mrs.
Butler had been a member of God’s
Church for 28 years and regularly
attended the Gadsden, Alabama,
congregation. The family is grateful
to our merciful God for giving her a

good quality of life right up to the
very end of her physical life. 

She was preceded in death by
her husband, James, and one son,
Richard. Mrs. Butler is survived by
three sons and their wives, Ted and
Ann, Jimmy and Darlene, and
Benny and Pam; one daughter and
her husband, Linda and Mickey
Stephens; six grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren. Bruce
Gore, pastor of the Gadsden and
Birmingham, Alabama, and Rome,
Georgia, congregations, officiated at
the funeral service.

Mary Dillon of Brookhaven,
Mississippi, died suddenly on Feb.
4, a few weeks short of her 83rd
birthday. She was born with a con-
genital heart problem and doctors
told her parents she probably would-
n’t live to the age of 40. 

The funeral was conducted by
Ken Treybig, pastor of the Laurel,
Mississippi, congregation, on Feb. 8,
exactly one year and a month after
the funeral of her husband of 59
years. Both were baptized in the
Pasadena, California, area in 1961
and her husband had worked for and
then retired from Ambassador
College when they moved back to
Brookhaven in 1977. Mary Dillon
was preceded in death by seven
brothers and six sisters. She is sur-
vived by two sisters, Eloise Morgan
of the Laurel congregation and
Pinkie Olive of Southern California.
She was active right up to death and
was a very pleasant and positive
lady who will be missed by the
Laurel congregation.

Announcements…

John Joseph Warzycki

Les and Marion McCullough

Cole and Zane Stotts

Erin and David Werner

Ravyn Maye Potter

Cole Alan Wickham

Diana and Nyal Bartch

Jordan and Ethan Kenavan

Viola Butler
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Mail Processed Up 
43 Percent for the Year

More than 93,000 pieces of mail were
received at the home office in the first two
months of the year. This was a 43 percent
increase over the same period last year,
which had itself increased 86 percent over the
first two months of the year 2000.

Internet responses more than doubled
compared to the first two months of last year,
to 8,411.

Cards requesting literature made up the
largest share of the mail, with 72,445 request
cards received in January and February. The
subscriber development letter (see next arti-
cle) brought in 18,587 cards. Two card decks
mailed in January brought in 6,507 subscrip-
tions to The Good News and the brochure
program brought in 3,929 subscriptions. We
received 2,242 cards from magazines in wait-
ing rooms and 700 cards from magazines put

on newsstands, the highest response yet for
that program.

The Good News radio program brought
in 299 telephone calls in the first two months.

At the end of February there were 3,560
donors and 1,556 coworkers (people who
have donated more than once) on file in the
United States. This was an increase of 311
donors and 80 coworkers in two months.
There were also 22 baptisms.

Subscriber Letter Draws
18 Percent Response
In January a letter was sent to 101,267

of the most interested Good News subscribers
offering the booklet, Who Is God? At press
time 18,587 requests had been received, a
18.35 percent response. The pool of readers
who received the offer had renewed their
subscription or requested other literature.

The previous subscriber development

letter in August 2001 had been sent to a larg-
er pool of GN readers (173,565), but received
a smaller percentage response (14.75 per-
cent). That letter offered Why Does God
Allow Suffering?

New Race Relations Web
Site Launched

A new Web site has been launched “to
promote understanding and tolerance among
people of diverse racial, cultural and ethnic
backgrounds by striving to reflect the mind of
Jesus Christ.” This is the mission of the Race
Relations Committee and it’s also the mis-
sion of the new Web site www.ucgrace.org.

“We hope the Web site is educational
while promoting healthy dialogue between

Church members, pastors, family members
and friends,” said Kevin Epps, pastor of the
Central New Jersey, New York City and
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, congregations
and chairman of the Race Relations
Committee.

Other members of the committee are:
Todd Carey, pastor of Williamsburg,
Virginia, and Greenwood, Delaware; Arnold
Hampton, pastor of Columbia and
Cumberland, Maryland, and Barbados and
St. Lucia; and Dave Myers, pastor of Akron
and Youngstown, Ohio.

The information and links are approved
by the committee, which functions under the
guidance of Ministerial Services. The site is
administered by Candyce Williams of the
New York City congregation, who studied
Web design at New York University.

In addition to the committee members,
reviewers include Ralph Levy, ABC faculty
member, and Dennis Luker, the head of the
Focused Education program and pastor of
Seattle and Sequim, Washington.

Personal Correspondence
Answers 427 Letters
In January and February, 427 Personal

Correspondence letters were handled in the
United States. This includes 291 received by
mail and handled by Cecil Maranville, and
136 received by e-mail and answered by vol-
unteers Noel Hornor, Doug Johnson and
Mike Hanisko. There were also 91 requests
for the location of United congregations.

Mr. Maranville reported that the January
total was approximately twice as much as
January 2001. Some highlights:

• We received inquiries from two sub-
scribers about whether the new U.S. national
I.D. card is the mark of the beast.

• As in the past, the most commonly
asked question was about the origin of United.

• A subscriber with no Church of God
background asked if we have guidelines on
starting a church in her own home, explain-
ing that she is not being fed in her church.

• A young subscriber who grew up in
the Church of God and since got in trouble
with the law, wrote to us from jail, asking if
the Church would welcome him back.

Prom in Pittsburgh April 27
This year’s Great Lakes Region Teen

Prom will be in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
April 27. Festivities will continue Sunday
with an after-prom picnic. For details, check
out www.ucgnet.org/teens.

Donald Henson

Canadian Camp 
Deadline June 1

The deadline for applications to the
Canadian youth camp is June 1 (not July 1 as
was printed in the United Youth Camps 2002
Magazine). Applications are posted on the
ucgcalgary.org Web site.
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and at additional mailing offices
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What’s New on the Web?
On www.ucg.org

• See full reports of the Council of Elders meetings, Feb. 27 to March 5.
http://www.ucg.org/a/council/council.htm

• See the following new sermon transcripts: “Our God Reigns” by Les McCullough,
“Study the Word” by Ralph Levy, “Zeal” by Tony Wasilkoff and “The Problem of
Suffering” by Ken Martin.     http://www.ucg.org/deafhh/transcripts.html

• Palm OS (operating system) users, check out the latest feature on the booklets
page enabling you to view booklet files.     http://www.ucg.org/articles/booklets

• See the latest updates on the German page.     http://www.ucg.org/html/deutsch.shtml

On vcmagazine.org
• The March Virtual Christian Magazine includes articles on: “Loving Your
Enemies,” “The Feast of Unleavened Bread,” “The
Exodus Controversy,” “Less Than Perfect” and “Moses’
Journey Out of Egypt.”     http://vcmagazine.org

Other Helpful Links
http://www.ucgrace.org (Web site of the UCG Race Relations Committee.)

http://www.ucg.org/brp  (Good News Bible Reading Program PDFs and
HTML with Bible readings and commentary.)

http://www.ucg.org/radio (Good News radio program site. Listen to Real
Audio files of the program and see the radio log.)

http://ucgyouth.org (Youth and young adult site.)

http://youthmagazine.org (Youth United e-magazine site.)

http://gnmagazine.org (Good News Web site. Sign up for e-mail notification!)

http://www.ucg.org/a/localc/multimedia.htm (Check out the local multimedia
efforts by United congregations: Tomorrow television by Portland, Oregon; Good News
television by Beloit, Wisconsin; World News and Prophecy radio by Donald Ward; and
The World Tomorrow on MANX radio on the Isle of Man.)

http://www.ucg.org/a/news/news.htm (News page with Council of Elders
meeting reports, President’s Letters, Home Office Updates, etc.)

If you have any questions or comments, please contact: webmaster@ucg.org

News at a Glance…

Belinda and Kevin Epps


