
by Doug Johnson

The Council of Elders met
by teleconference February 23
and approved purchasing five
acres of land for the construction
of a home office facility in
Milford, Ohio.

The decision was made after
questions about environmental
studies on the property were
answered. David Buchanan, presi-
dent of Environmental Associates
in Houston, Texas (the firm over-
seeing the studies), helped answer
the questions. 

From the Phase 1 study of the
entire 8.7-acre property, we know
there is construction debris in the
lower 3.7 acres.

From the Phase 2 study, the
finding is that the upper five acres
are environmentally acceptable.

It is Mr. BuchananÕs profes-
sional opinion that any future find-

ings regarding the lower 3.7 acres
would not be likely to lower the
value of the upper five acres the
Church is considering buying. 

Though a health and safety
analysis has not been included to
date, there is no indication of any
such dangers, even in the lower 3.7
acres. Some oil-based residue was
discovered in the lower areas;
vapors dissipated within 30 min-
utes after exposure, which meets
the state of OhioÕs acceptable safe-
ty levels.

Mr. Buchanan suggests that if
the Church decides in the future to
purchase the remaining 3.7 acres
(for $1), a Phase 2 study of the area
be done before exercising its option
to buy.

Legal counsel Larry Darden
verified for the Council that the site
can be used for ABC. Also, inde-
pendent of any request by UCG,
the local Miami Township zoning
authority is contemplating a change
in the zoning regulations, which
would allow church services to be
held. If these changes occur (con-
sidered likely by township admin-
istrators), church services could be
held in the building if desired. This
would result in some property tax
relief.

President Les McCullough
and Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick
assured the Council that this is the
best ÒdealÓ for the Church at this
time, based on their research in the
area. Several Council members
also reported that the strong con-
sensus of GCE members who have

communicated with them in recent
months is to support the project. 

The Council passed a resolu-
tion which said in part: ÒWhereas,
the Council of Elders is satisfied
that the environmental concerns
referred to in the resolution from
December 12, 2000, have been sat-
isfactorily resolved,

ÒNow therefore, it is hereby
resolved, that the United Church of
God, an International Association,
agrees to purchase approximately
5.04 acres of property, located at
the intersection of Technicenter
Drive and Eastman Drive, in the
Park 50 Technicenter Industrial
Park....Ó

The Council also gave Mr.
McCullough and Dr. Kirkpatrick
the authority to continue contract
negotiations with a builder in order
to bring a proposal to construct a
home office facility to the Council
meetings in March. UNUN

United News  March/April 2001  1

United Newsª

United Church of God
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

Phone (513) 576-9796, Fax (513) 576-9795

Vol. 7, No. 3
MARCH/APRIL 2001News of the UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International AssociationNews of the UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association

Mail Continues to Set Records

TV Spot Ads in Six Cities Bring in 927 Responses
Television spot ads offering

Making Life Work and the Good
News magazine brought in 927
calls to the home office February 19
through March 2.

Through March 2, Cincinnati,
Ohio, brought in 168 calls;
Columbus, Ohio, had 124; Grand
Rapids, Michigan, received 173;
Greensboro, North Carolina,
brought in 198; Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, had 217; and Wichita,
Kansas, received 47.

Calls rang in on three phone
lines in the home office that are also
used for the Good News radio
responses on weekends. The first
day was the PresidentÕs Day holi-
day, and calls were answered by
volunteer crews of ABC students.
Through the next two weeks calls
were answered by volunteer family
members of home office employees
(including Shirley Salmon, who
came down from Michigan) and
Cincinnati members.

ÒThe calls added excitement to
the office,Ó said Laura Peabody,
who coordinated the volunteers and
answered more than a hundred calls
herself. ÒSometimes the phones
would ring at unexpected moments,
and an ABC student passing by
would rush to answer it.Ó

At press time, an additional
two-week run for the spot ads was
being planned for March, includ-
ing Indianapolis, Indiana; and
Columbus. UNUN

Council Approves Buying Land
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More than 65,000 pieces of
mail were received at the home
office in the first two months of
this year. This was an 86 percent
increase over the same period in
the year 2000, which had itself
increased 90 percent over 1999.

Nearly a third of the mail
was in response to the subscriber
development letter offering the
new United States and Britain in
Bible Prophecy booklet and The
Book of Revelation Unveiled. By
the end of February, 20,550 reply
cards had been received, the
highest number of responses to a
letter yet. The new booklet was
also advertised in the January/
February Good News, bringing in
about 2,200 requests before the
letter went out.

Also, between the January/
February issue and the March/
April issue, nearly 20,000 new

Good News subscribers were
added in the U.S. Subscription
requests came from a number of
sources, including 5,652 from
several different card decks
mailed out in December and
January, 2,090 from cards pulled
from magazines in waiting rooms,
1,982 responses to the brochure
program and 773 more responses
to the ReaderÕs Digest ads.

Internet responses totaled
4,105 for the first two months, a
160 percent increase. The Good
News radio program brought in
445 responses in the first two
months, including the record 112
calls on the weekend of February
11. The average is 55 calls a
weekend, up 220 percent from
the first 13-week average.

There were 337 new donors
added in January and February
and 131 new coworkers. UNUN

An artist’s rendering of the construction plan favored by the Council of Elders at their December 8, 2000, meeting

ABC students pitch in to help with mailing of The United States and
Britain in Bible Prophecy and The Book of Revelation Unveiled (photo

by Peter Eddington)



Q. I received a copy of a review of
The United States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy. I understood that this was to
be a new work by UCG, but the review-
er said Òno new information is being
offered.Ó The reviewer also questioned
the timing of the Assyrian captivity and
the appearance of the Scythians, and
whether Celts and Scythians were the
same people.

A. The United Church of God pub-
lication The United States and Britain in
Bible Prophecy is indeed an entirely new
work. However, it is important to under-
stand that most of the historical informa-
tion and sources that are available
remain the same, so by definition they
are not Ònew.Ó Most of these classical
works and studies are a century or more
old.

That is not to say that new informa-
tion is not coming to light. Recent
archaeological discoveries, within the
past two decades, confirm that the
Scythians were not Mongol peoples as
was previously theorized by scholars.
Instead, the Scythian body structure has
been found to be the same type as that of
Europeans. 

Additionally, Yair Davidy, whom we
listed as an additional resource in the
booklet, has published several books on
the subject and regularly publishes other
material. Mr. Davidy, who is half Jewish
and lives in Jerusalem, has no Church of
God background, but has independently
come to the conclusion that the English-
descended nations are the descendants of
the lost 10 tribes based on his own studies.

He continues to do research and pro-
duce publications on the subject using
material we in the Church of God have
never used. Apparently, there is a grow-
ing belief among conservative religious
leaders in Israel that the United States
and Britain are descended from the lost
10 tribes. In our booklet we purposely
avoided including a lot of historical
material on the migrations because there
are others who have researched the sub-
ject extensively. We originally included a
great deal of such material, but it made
the booklet far too long and tedious for
the average reader, and so we edited it
out. For those who want more of such
material, we recommend they look at
these other works cited in our booklet.

With that being said, the UCG book-
let was created entirely new. The original
manuscript was written several years ago
by Rick Sherrod based on his research on
the subject over the years. Dr. Sherrod has
a Ph.D. in history and was on the faculty
of Ambassador University in Big Sandy,
Texas. In the early Õ90s he and another
minister traveled extensively in Europe
researching the subject. Their conclusion
was that the traditional Church teaching

on the subject was correct. However,
according to Dr. Sherrod, that was not the
conclusion the administrators wanted to
hear, so it was shelved and Herbert W.
ArmstrongÕs booklet on the subject was
withdrawn from circulation.

In addition to Dr. Sherrod, another
writer with considerable experience with
this subject, Jeff Patton, also contributed
heavily.

Other UCG elders who have
researched the subject heavily over the
years, including Roger Foster, Wilbur
Berg, Melvin Rhodes, Randy Stiver and
David Treybig, between them read all the
current research we could find on the
subject and contributed their thoughts.
Again, their conclusions were that our
traditional teaching is correct and, in
fact, more easily defended now based on
more current research.

We have yet to see any
critic of our teachings
on the identity of the

lost tribes offer a
credible alternative to

explain how those
promises were fulfilled
in any other way, or to
explain how God didn’t

really mean what He
said.

While we did certainly read the ear-
lier Church of God publications on this
subject as part of our overall research,
we did not use those publications as the
sole basis for this booklet. They were a
small portion of the overall research we
did on this subject.

As for the reviewÕs comments about
the Assyrians, Scythians and Israelites,
we need to be aware of the fact that the
deportations of the Israelites took place
over quite a few years under the admin-
istrations of at least four Assyrian
kingsÑTiglath-pileser III, Shalmaneser
V, Sargon II and Sennacherib. Not all of
these transitions were pretty or orderly.
Some were accompanied by coups,
assassinations and military defeats (like
that of Sennacherib, which is recorded in
the Bible).

We are also talking about a huge
area (see the maps in the booklets) over
which the Israelites and many other peo-
ples were scattered. In this setting of
considerable upheaval and transitions, I
think itÕs perfectly logical that the
Assyrians could have lost track of who

was who. The Bible itself clearly records
that Israelites in different deportations
were taken to entirely different parts of
the Assyrian Empire (as depicted in our
maps).

Keep in mind, too, that the Israelites
were only one of many peoples deported
and moved around by the Assyrians.
Virtually every other people in the
region, including Syrians, Edomites,
Elamites, Arabs, etc.Ñvirtually all peo-
ples from the Caspian Sea to EgyptÑ
experienced the same thing. Also the
Israelites themselves werenÕt one
homogenous group. They were, after all,
10 separate tribes with their own cultural
differences.

I think we also have misconceptions
about the status of peoples after they
were deported. They werenÕt in slavery
as we typically think of it. That wasnÕt
the way the Assyrians did things. Their
method was to generally leave the people
alone, but demand tribute from them. So
long as the tribute money flowed, the
Assyrians left people alone. When they
rebelled, however, the Assyrian military
stepped in. Under that system, and par-
ticularly as the Assyrian Empire began
losing its grip, itÕs easy to see why the
Israelites (and other deported peoples)
migrated out of the area to escape
Assyrian domination. They couldnÕt
return home, since the Assyrians had
repopulated their land with other peoples
from other parts of their empire.

Some critics attack a connection
between the Scythians and Celts. Given
the fact that these people were spread
over thousands of miles, one can be tech-
nically correct in pitting one isolated
group against another. After all, other
peoples along with the Israelites were
also taken into captivity and spread
throughout these regions. Scholars, how-
ever, say there are links and similarities
between many of these peoples. 

The purpose of the UCG book was
not to create an exhaustive ÒproofÓ of the
current identity of the descendants of the
10 tribes. We limited ourselves to a 48-
page magazine-format publication and
tried to cover the most important points
as best we could within that space. The
most crucial parts of the subject are, in
our opinion, the promises God gave to
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and
how those promises were fulfilled. This
is the focus of the booklet.

While some have tried to discredit
the biblical record, we have yet to see
any critic of our teachings on the identi-
ty of the lost tribes offer a credible alter-
native to explain how those promises
were fulfilled in any other way, or to
explain how God didnÕt really mean
what He said.
Scott Ashley, GN/booklet managing editor
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If we find humility and faith,
we will see the fertile ground

before us.

by Aaron Dean

ÒWe have a big problem,Ó the young
king explained. ÒThe government has been
ineffective in stopping opium production
in my country. The people are poor, and
the drug lords are taking advantage of
them. Mr. Armstrong, would you please
help us?Ó

It would seem that some-
thing too large for the govern-
ment would certainly be too
large for a small church. Yet
here, on his first meeting with
His Majesty King Bhumibol of
Thailand, was a plea for help.
Why would the king even ask?
Was God planning something in
this small country? Was this
some place we should be sowing
seed?

Jesus Christ, in the parable
of the sower and the seed, told of
seed being sown by the master.
Some was sown by the wayside,
some in stony ground, some
among thorns and some in fertile
ground. Only the fertile ground
produced a bounteous harvest.
Certainly there could be no more
dry, thorny or wayside a place
than the hills of northern
Thailand. It hardly seemed Òfer-
tile,Ó and though it seemed unre-
alistic, Mr. Armstrong decided
not to turn down this plea for help.

Helping the Hill Tribes
The problem was rather complex. The

hill tribes, poor and cut off from society,
were trapped. They had no formal educa-
tion and had little to viably contribute. The
only people offering them work were the
drug dealers. For pennies, they could grow
poppies, the only cash crop available to
make money and improve their impover-
ished condition.

It was decided that education and
employment was the key. These were sim-
ple people, so agriculture seemed the best
bet. Growing food, they would be able to
live, yet they were very limited on what
they could grow that would prove eco-
nomical. They would need a way to get
anything they produced to market since
there were no roads. 

It was decided that Mr. Armstrong,
through the Ambassador Foundation,
would provide a couple of portable build-
ings and finance some agricultural teach-
ers. They would be taught how to grow
and care for fruit and nut trees and be
introduced to some Western vegetables.

The king agreed to buy the produce from
the people so they would have an outlet for
their goods. The people had to agree not to
grow any more poppies.

Another decision made by the king
seemed equally Òinfertile.Ó He decided to
place the fledgling project in Angkhang,
the poorest of villages right on the
Thai/Burmese border. Poverty wasnÕt the
only obstacle; Angkhang also lay directly
in the path of the heavily armed drug
smugglers. In essence it was almost a chal-
lenge to the drug lords: ÒIf you want to go
through here, you have to go through me.Ó

When the king approached the
villagers, they were apprehensive.
The king showed them photos of
the damage their ÒcropÓ did in the
drug market. They did not wish to
harm others. Not growing meant
worse poverty and perhaps death
from the drug lords, yet continuing meant
killing other people in lands far away.

Though the chief was willing to stop
with no promises, the king explained the
proposition. A group from America would
set up schools and teach them how to grow
fruits and vegetables. The king would buy
their crops from them for the same money
the drug lords had been paying. He would
defend them. 

This was a lot to believe. They were
not Thai citizens, but hill tribe people
with no international status. Would the
king really protect them and keep his
promise? Their history was one of
exploitation by the outside. Many young

men had been taken as soldiers by drug
lords and many of their daughters were
taken for the city brothels. The others
worked the fields for pennies. They had
to have faith in this king, much like we
have faith in God and the promises Jesus
Christ delivered.

So the project began in the early
1970s. They planted vegetables and
orchards. The king bought their meager
produce and gave it to other poor villages
for food at minimal costs. There were as
yet no roads to take it to the city where it
could be sold for a decent price.

Indeed the drug
lords were furious. Not
only had they lost their
cheap labor, but because
of the layout of the steep
hills, they now had to
move their smuggling
route. They would have
to travel much farther in
the more volatile Burma.
Although the drug lords
were heavily armed and
willing to fight the tribal
peoples, the king stood
his ground, and the drug
lords soon learned the
futility of taking on the
king.

A Kind Queen
The first time I saw

Angkhang was the

spring of 1984, a little over a decade after
the project began. Her Majesty Queen
Sirikit asked Mr. Armstrong if he would
like to see, both figuratively and literally,
the ÒfruitÓ of his and her husbandÕs efforts.
At age 90, the trip would not be easy, but
he wanted to go.

It was nearly a two-hour ride before
the three military helicopters deposited us
near the small rural village of Angkhang.
Soldiers had gone in that morning to check
the area and provide security for the queen
and her guests. There was a lot of excite-
ment, for rarely did members of the royal
family visit.

They were still poor, but proud and

happy at what they had accomplished. The
gardens were lovely, and the trees had
matured and were producing. In jeeps we
were taken through the lovely little val-
leys. The terrain was steep, and more than
once my wife, Michelle, ended up in my
lap. She feared we would tumble down the
cliff as we drove. My 90-year-old friend
and boss would also have been unnerved
at the precarious drive, but it was on the
side of his bad eye, so he didnÕt really
notice just how steep it was.

We stopped for lunch at a small grassy
area where there was a stone table covered
by a grass canopy on a bamboo pole. The
local village musicians were playing
music for their guests. The queenÕs daugh-
ter, Princess Maha Chakkri Sirrindhorn,
joined them and began playing one of the
simple stringed gourd instruments. We
were impressed with her skill.

The queenÕs staff took out carefully
packed lunches that had been brought
from the palace. The queen herself walked
over and helped Mr. Armstrong unwrap
his food. I could see the staff whispering
and pointing as it was rare that the queen
would do such a thing for a guest, but such
was her respect for her friend.

It was not the usual Òsack lunch.Ó It
was filled with delightful vegetables diced
with chicken and served with flavorful
Thai herbs and spices. The staff had asked,
and I had explained our dietary restric-
tions, so we did not encounter some of the
more exotic dishes native to Asia.

Michelle excused herself to use the
restroom and walked toward what was lit-
tle more than an outhouse. The queen
jumped up and asked her to wait a minute.
She entered first and checked the restroom
to make sure it was clean. She handed
Michelle some wrapped wipes, and said,
ÒItÕs OK now, but use these. The water is
not good for you.Ó Needless to say, she did
not expect this from a queen.

After lunch we had the opportunity to
watch the queen interact with the people.
For us this was a tour, but it was a working
visit for the queen. We watched the queen
as she spoke with the impoverished illiter-
ate villagers. We had noticed many of
them had notes written in Thai pinned on
their clothing. In order not to embarrass
them, the staff had written of the needs of
the person so the queen would be aware of
their problem. 

Squatting down in the dirt with these
people she would listen, and give orders of
help for medical or other needs of these
people. It was marvelous to watch this
interaction of the queen with the toothless
old woman and a hunched-over old man.

Most remarkable was a young man
who came with a newborn baby. The muf-
fled cries of hunger from the infant showed
he was close to death. His mother had died
in childbirth and there was no milk, and
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Queen Sirikit, Aaron Dean and
Herbert W. Armstrong see fruit of
project in Thailand in 1984; right,
Angkhang flourishes today (right

photo by Tammy Hooser)

Sowing in Fertile Ground



indeed the baby was dying. Mr. Armstrong
asked if we could help, and a plan was
devised. ÒMr. Armstrong, you have saved
this childÕs life,Ó the queen told him.

I was offered some small handwoven
bracelets and was pulling the equivalent of
a dollar out of my wallet when I noticed
the queen glance at me and shake her head.
ÒItÕs too much. If you pay that, they will
never be able to sell them for that to any-
one else, and yet they will expect it.Ó She
signaled an aide, who handed the young
girl a few coins, purchasing several
bracelets. Wearing them made us honorary
members of this little village.

At the end of the day, we once again
boarded the helicopters for the return trip.
We had one additional passenger, the small
day-old baby, no more than 5 pounds.
Indeed the baby would be saved. Learning
the child would be taught English, Mr.
Armstrong offered the queen a scholarship
to Ambassador College when the boy came
of age. Unfortunately neither Mr. Armstrong
nor the college is here for that young man. 

That was my one and only visit to
Angkhang. Did we sow in fertile ground?

Certainly the village was better off than
before, but still virtually cut off and poor. 

This past year, Leon Sexton took a
group of people at a small Feast in Thailand
to the village called Angkhang. They went
by bus, because there is a road now. They
saw the farms and orchards and homes and
little restaurants and businesses. 

You see, the village of Angkhang,
once the poorest and most exploited, is
now a growing vibrant community. The
king no longer has to buy their produce,
for they own trucks and can market it
themselves. They grow so much more than
they themselves can use that they now can
fruits and juices for export. They have
become a healthy and reasonably wealthy
community and a model for others.

Indeed this tiny seed did fall on fertile
ground. As usual, God takes the weak and
makes them strong, while Satan takes the
strong and brings them to destruction. 

When I look back, I see that we can-
not always know where fertile ground is.
Indeed some mocked many of the small
projects started in far-flung places on the
earth. They considered them worthless and

a waste of money. Many would avoid such
Òlittle childrenÓ in the same way that the
disciples tried to keep little ones away
from Jesus.

Humility and Faith
We canÕt afford to miss opportuni-

ties. ÒThen the righteous will answer
Him, saying, ÔLord, when did we see You
hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give
You drink? When did we see You a
stranger and take You in, or naked and
clothe You? Or when did we see You sick,
or in prison, and come to You?Õ And the
King will answer and say to them,
ÔAssuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to MeÕÓ (Matthew
25:37Ð40).

We must look for ways to help each
other. We must be pure and sincere. We
must be willing to unwrap the sack lunch
or clean the restroom, even if our position
in life makes it look like we should be
served rather than serve. Do we have this
kind of humility? Do we recognize that
God saw us as Òfertile groundÓ for His

Holy Spirit? That we can overcome the
obstacles that come before us and put sin
out of our lives?

Do we have the faith to believe our
King will protect us, just like these hill
people had to trust King Bhumibol? Like
the baby, we were dying, but through
Christ we accepted a promise so we can
live. Do we have this ever-living faith?

If we find humility and faith, and
practice GodÕs way of life, the way of give
instead of the way of get, walking honest-
ly and uprightly, and Òstop growing the
poppies,Ó then we will indeed see the fer-
tile ground before us. And like Angkhang,
we will grow spiritually wealthy and
become a model for others, just as we must
try to model Jesus Christ. 

We can take the Passover each year
with a clear conscience knowing God sac-
rificed His Son so that we could be nour-
ished and protected as we do our part in
overcoming. 

ÒBut others fell on good ground and
yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. He who has ears to hear,
let him hear!Ó (Matthew 13:8Ð9). UNUN
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2001 Festival Fund
To meet Festival expenses throughout the world, U.S. members are asked to send in a 10 percent donation from their

expected second tithe total (a tithe of the tithe). Canadian members may make a similar donation to the Canadian office.
¥ Please indicate the amount you are sending in the spaces below.
¥ Include your personal identification number (PIN) from your latest United News or Good News label.
¥ Make your check payable to United Church of God and label it ÒFestival Fund.Ó
¥ Clip out and enclose the completed form, along with your check, in one of the labeled reply envelopes 

mailed to you recently from the home office.
¥ Affix postage and mail.

Your PIN:

U ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ Donation Amount Enclosed: $

Name

Address City State/Province Zip/Postal Code

2001 Festival Registration
United States and Canadian head-of-household members should clip out or copy this form and take it to services on

April 7, 14 or 21, 2001. It should be filled out and given to the Festival advisor in the local congregation.
Members wishing to transfer to a U.S. or Canadian site from another country will automatically be accepted; however, please

have your pastor contact the home office via e-mail at USFestival@ucg.org. The information should include the requesterÕs name,
the Feast site requested, the number of adults age 20 and over, number of teens and the number of those age 12 and under.

Any member wishing to transfer to a site outside the United States or Canada should contact the Festival coordinator of that
site directly. Some additional information may be in the Festival Housing Brochure to be mailed in April.

Name

Address City State/Province Zip/Postal Code

Home Telephone Work Telephone How many in your Number of Adults Number of Teens Number of Children
(       ) (       ) household will attend? (over 20) (13 to 19) (age 12 and under)

________ ________ ________
Where are you Assigned Site Transfer Choice of Site (Automatic transfer approval is expected for all U.S. and Canadian
planning to attend? sites except for Gatlinburg, Panama City Beach and St. JohnÕs. Pastors 

[       ] [       ] _____________________ will receive transfer notification by May 12.)

Number of Single Adults Number of Seniors (60 and over; include spouse even if under 60)

_______ _______

Special Needs: Disabled Wheelchair         Deaf Hard of Hearing Need Translation (specify)
[       ] [       ] [       ] [       ] [       ] _____________________________________

***Do Not Mail to Home OfficeÑContact Local Festival Advisor or Pastor for Registration***

2001 Feast Sites
Australia 

Frederick Henry Bay, Tasmania
Merimbula, New South Wales
Noosa Heads, Queensland

Barbados
Benin
British Isles
Cameroon
Canada 

Kelowna, British Columbia
Mont-Sainte-Anne, Quebec
St. JohnÕs, Newfoundland

Chile
France
Germany
Guatemala
Guyana/Brazil
Italy
Jamaica
Kenya
Mexico
New Zealand
Nigeria
Peru
Philippines

Baguio City
Davao City

St. Lucia
Southern Africa

Uvongo, South Africa
Mumbwa, Zambia
Harare, Zimbabwe

Tonga
United States 

Bend, Oregon
Branson, Missouri
Breckenridge, Colorado
Corpus Christi, Texas
Escondido (San Diego), California
Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
Jekyll Island, Georgia
Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii
Panama City Beach, Florida
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
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Australia

Frederick Henry Bay, Hobart,
Tasmania

The Feast site in Tasmania for 2001
will be at the Pines Resort, situated on the
shores of Frederick Henry Bay, 10 minutes
from the airport and 20 minutes from
Hobart, AustraliaÕs second oldest capital
city.

Prices for on-site chalet accommoda-
tions range from $A40 per person per
night for double occupancy, to $30 per
person per night with four people sharing.
Other types of accommodations are avail-
able within 20 minutes drive from the
venue. 

On-site facilities include a spa, sauna,
licensed bistro, heated pool, tennis court,
BMX bike track and a games room. Golf,
horse riding and seven miles of sheltered
ocean beach are close by. Within easy dri-
ving distance are historic Port Arthur and
Richmond Village, both of which have
associations with TasmaniaÕs convict past.
Weather at Feast time should be fine and
cool.

Location of Services: The Pines
Resort, Surf Road, Seven Mile Beach.

First Service: Monday, October 1, at
7:30 p.m.

Reservations: For those deciding on
accommodations at the resort, bookings can
be made by contacting: The Pines Resort,

Surf Road, Seven Mile Beach, Tasmania
7170; telephone +61 3 6428 6222. 

For further information, you can
contact Barry Williams by e-mail at
barrywilliams@a130.aone.net.au or by
telephone at +61 3 9743 4341.

Barry Williams

Merimbula, New South Wales
The charming township of

Merimbula is situated on the aptly named
southern New South Wales Sapphire
Coast. The gray green of the Australian
eucalyptus trees in the mountainous hin-
terland and the emerald green of the rich
dairy farms on this part of the coast are
separated by white sandy beaches from the
deep sapphire of the Tasman Sea.

Approximately a six-hour drive from
either Sydney or Melbourne, this
unspoiled township with apartment build-
ings no higher than three floors is situated
on a picturesque inlet and is able to offer a
relaxed holiday with delightful boardwalk
cafes, restaurants and clubs. Its size and
lifestyle also means that the Feast here is
always friendlyÑnot only the brethren
you are always bumping into, but also the
local people.

Accommodation costs are very rea-
sonable, with plenty to choose from and
catering for every budget.  

There are tours and fishing trips,
whale watching and sailing, though it is a
little chilly in the surf at this time of year.
The weather is usually mild and sunny

with temperatures in the 20s Celsius.
Great for walks and sightseeing!

You may like to look up the Web site
for more information on this pretty part of
the planetÑwww.sapphirecoast.com.au.
Maybe we will see you down under!

Reservations: Accommodations at
Merimbula can be organized through:

Fiske and Nagle Real Estate, P.O. Box
55, Merimbula NSW, Australia 2548; tele-
phone +61 64 95 3222.

LJ Hooker, P.O. Box 1, Merimbula NSW,
Australia 2548; telephone +61 2 6495 1026.

For further Feast information con-
tact Don Goodger by e-mail at don-
goodger@c031.aone.net.au or by tele-
phone at +61 3 9436 1359.

Don Goodger

Noosa Heads, Queensland
A place of outstanding beauty, Noosa

is located just a 90-minute drive north of
QueenslandÕs capital, Brisbane. It is just
25 minutes from Maroochydore airport,
serviced daily by flights from Brisbane,
Sydney and Melbourne. The tranquil blue
waters of Laguna Bay, spectacular ocean
beaches and the surrounding national
parks and forests blend easily with all the
comforts of a modern resort. Noosa is a
declared fauna and flora sanctuary. The
picturesque bays and coves of Noosa
National Park offer year-round swimming,
surfing and walks. 

Average temperatures for spring are
18 to 24 degrees Celsius (63 to 75
Fahrenheit), with a water temperature of
21 degrees Celsius (70 Fahrenheit). Noosa
is ideal for boating, fishing, swimming,
scuba diving, camel treks, whale watching
and four-wheel driving. Close by is the
largest sand island in the world, Heritage-
listed Fraser Island. 

Accommodations are plentiful, rang-
ing from budget motel, to condominiums
and apartments, to Sheraton Hotel class.

This year during school holidays weekly
rates will range from A$500 to A$900+.

There is ample room in the auditori-
um for visitors.

Organized activities include young
adult/teen and senior boat cruises, family
pool picnic, family social, food bank col-
lection, Sabbath school and teen Bible
studies.

Location of Services: Bicentennial
Community Centre, Bicentennial Drive,
Noosa. 

First Service: Monday, October 1, at
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: A GST of 10 percent is now
applicable. Overseas visitors can apply for
a rebate.

Reservations: Visitors wishing any
assistance are welcome to contact
Graemme Marshall, P.O. Box 929,
Beenleigh, Queensland, Australia 4207; e-
mail:gmarshall@b022.aone.net.au or
phone +61 7 3807-6087. 

Graemme Marshall

Barbados
Plans are underway to host a Feast

once again on the lovely island of
Barbados. Barbados is known for its
charm and hospitality. Its major industry is
tourism, and its sandy white beaches
appeal to guests from all around the world.

Preliminary negotiations have been
made with a facility on the south coast.
There are a variety of hotels and restau-
rants nearby. 

Reservations: Those who are inter-
ested in sharing the Feast with us, contact
Arnold Hampton, P.O. Box 75,
Randallstown, MD 21133; telephone (410)
655-6265; fax (410) 655-9027; or e-mail
ajhamp@flash.net.

Arnold Hampton

In this special supplement are descriptions of Feast sites in alphabetical order by coun-
try. More sites may be added, but sufficient information was not available to print in this issue.
Information for any additional areas will be printed in United News as it becomes available.

The Festival Housing Brochure will be mailed at the end of April. It will contain addi-
tional site information; a list of housing establishments for U.S., Canadian and some other
sites; helpful tips for planning your Feast; and articles on the meaning of the Feast.

On the following pages, the + sign at the beginning of international phone numbers sig-
nifies the country code. Dollar amounts are in U.S. currency unless noted otherwise.

Transferring Within the 
United States or Canada

¥ U.S. and Canadian head-of-house-
hold members should fill out the
2001 Festival Registration Form
found on page 4 of this issue of
United News.

¥ Indicate your preferred transfer site
on the Registration Form.

¥ This form is to be given to the
Festival advisor in your local congre-
gation on April 7, 14 or 21, 2001.

¥ Automatic transfer approval is expect-
ed for all U.S. and Canadian sites
except for Gatlinburg, Panama City
Beach and St. JohnÕs. Pastors will
receive transfer notification by May 12.

Transferring to a Site Outside
the United States and Canada

¥ Any member wishing to transfer to a
site outside the U.S. or Canada should
contact the Festival coordinator of that
site directly. Some contact information
is provided in this supplement, with
site descriptions, and some additional
housing information may be provided
in the Festival Housing Brochure that
will be mailed late April.

¥ Please do not make non-refundable
travel arrangements until you receive
an acceptance letter for that site.

¥ Further information and housing lists
will be made available to those
accepted for transfer.

Transferring Into the United
States or Canada From Other
Areas

¥ Brethren wishing to transfer to a U.S.
or Canadian site from another coun-
try will automatically be accepted.
However, please have your minister
contact the home office via e-mail at
USFestival@ucg.org. The informa-
tion provided should include the
requesterÕs name, number of adults
age 20 and over, number of teens,
number of those 12 and under and the
Feast site requested.

¥ The home office will forward perti-
nent information to the respective
Festival site coordinators.

Key Dates to
Remember

April 7, 14, 21  U.S. and Canadian
head-of-household members should
clip out their completed 2001
Festival Registration form (see page
4) and give it to their local Festival
advisor at Sabbath services.

Late April Festival Housing Brochure
to be mailed to member house-
holds.

May 12 Notification at services if any
sites cannot accept all transfer
requests (Gatlinburg, Panama City
Beach and St. JohnÕs are restricted
sites and there may be some denials).

May 20 Members attending a U.S. or
Canadian Feast site may begin
making reservations from the list
of accommodations supplied in the
Festival Housing Brochure.

If You Want to Transfer to a Site Other Than Your Assigned Festival Site...

Feast of Tabernacles 2001
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Benin

Cotonou

Cotonou, the economic capital of
Benin will host the Feast of Tabernacles
2001. Members from neighboring Togo
will also attend here, with about 25 people
expected to attend this French-speaking
site. Tropical weather prevails year-round
in the port city of Cotonou. Services will
be via audio and videocassette tapes.
Festival activities may include a family
day, an evening fun show, a beach party
and an excursion to local sites of interest in
the Cotonou area. A visa and a yellow fever
vaccination are required for entry into
Benin. 

Reservations: For more informa-
tion, you may contact: Joel Meeker, 926
Ampere Place, Lake Saint Louis, MO
63367-2227; telephone (636) 561-4026;
fax (636) 625-1691; or e-mail
joel_meeker@ucg.org.

Joel Meeker

British Isles

Isle of Wight

Our Feast site this year will be a
venue new to us: a holiday village complex
on the island county of the Isle of Wight,
which is located a couple of miles off the
south coast of England.

The island covers 147 square miles
and features a varied coastline along with

beautiful, unspoiled countryside. Diamond-
shaped, 13 miles from north to south and
23 miles across, the island offers visitors a
change of pace, scenery and a huge variety
of attractions. It has a strong sense of sepa-
rate identity, derived largely from its clear-
ly identifiable boundary, the sea. The
island was known to the RomansÑwho
appreciated its mild climateÑas Vectis. 

The downs, cliffs and seascapes are
breathtaking, the woods, fields and natural
habitats wonderfully varied for so small an
area. Wars, royalty and maritime history
have left most significant places of interest
to explore. One such example is Osborne
House, a favorite residence of Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert. It was here that
Queen Victoria died in January 1901, mak-
ing this the centenary year of her death.

We will be using the Gurnard Pines
Holiday Village and Conference Centre
(ÒThe PinesÓ) to the west of Cowes on the

islandÕs north coast. Here, everyone will
have the opportunity to share each othersÕ
company in a holiday village environment.
Besides a meeting hall, facilities include a
restaurant, bar, breakfast room, snack bar,
coffee shop, indoor swimming pool,
health suite, fitness suite, launderette,
mini-supermarket, tennis courts and a
woodland nature trail. The first service will
be in the evening of Monday, October 1.

Accommodation units are set in pic-
turesque terraces with lots of open
spaces. The meeting hall and other facili-
ties are located within a central land-
scaped area. No unit is more than a few
minutesÕ walk away from the meeting
hall. Accommodations available at The
Pines include a range of pine lodges, bun-
galows and caravans sleeping two, three,
four or six peopleÑwhich can be booked
on a self-catering or half-board basis. Costs
per unit for the nine nights of the Feast
period, inclusive of valued added tax,
range from £207 (US$300) for a two-bed
unit to £482 ($700) for a six-bed unit. The
cost of breakfast and evening meal is £14
($20) per person per day or £9 ($13) for
children 3 to 12 years.

The Isle of Wight is only a short ferry
crossing from the south coast of England,
with numerous daily crossings from
Southampton, Portsmouth, Southsea and
Lymington via both car ferries (at around
£55 [$80] per vehicle return [round trip])
and fast passenger ferries (at between £9
and £13 [$13 and $19] per person return).
Southampton International Airport has

daily flights to London, Amsterdam,
Paris and Brussels from where
transatlantic connecting flights are
available.

Reservations: Prospective
international visitors can register an
interest in the British Isles Feast site
and request a Feast information
pack by contacting the Festival
coordinator, David Fenney, 98
Severn Road, Culcheth, Warrington,
Cheshire, WA3 5EB, UK; telephone
(+44) 1925 764604; or e-mail

100557.1765@compuserve.com.
David Fenney

Cameroon

Douala

The Feast in Cameroon will be cele-
brated in the port city of Douala.
Temperatures will be about 30 degrees
Celsius (85 Fahrenheit), with very high
humidity. 

About 80 people are expected to
attend this French-speaking site. Some will
travel three days by bush taxi from the far
north of the country to attend the Feast. We
are not able to provide a translation ser-
vice, so visitors would need to speak
French to attend this site. There are several
hotels in Douala where visitors could stay
while attending the Feast. 

Festival activities may include an

excursion to Mount Cameroon, an active
volcano north of Douala, or a trip to the
beach. A visa and a yellow fever vaccina-
tion are required for entry into Cameroon. 

Reservations: For more informa-
tion, you may contact: Joel Meeker, 926
Ampere Place, Lake Saint Louis, MO
63367-2227; telephone (636) 561-4026;
fax (636) 625-1691; or e-mail
joel_meeker@ucg.org.

Joel Meeker

Canada

Kelowna, British Columbia 

Among the many destinations a visi-
tor can consider in British Columbia, there
is one travel constant that never fails to
memorably reward visitors. ItÕs a place
where the climate is mild and sunshine is
something to be expected. ItÕs a spot
blessed with spectacular mountain scenery,
where nature cradles pristine lakes and
trims them with warm, sandy beaches and
blossom-dusted hillsides. ItÕs a haven for
recreation all year roundÑenjoy golfing,
boating, windsurfing, swimming, fishing,
hiking, camping, skiing in the winter or
anything in between. ItÕs Kelowna, B.C.,
often referred to as the Hawaii of Canada.

Kelowna is located in the beautiful
Okanagan Valley. This is a major fruit-
growing region and has lots of vineyards.
The settled area lies in the valley along the
shores of Lake Okanagan, which is about
120 miles (nearly 200 kilometers) long and
between 3 to 6 miles (5 to 10 kilometers)
wide. 

Kelowna has a metropolitan popula-
tion of about 100,000, with many smaller
cities within an hourÕs drive. It offers a
variety of recreational activities, has many
fine restaurants and lots of shopping. There
are unending miles of trails for hiking,
mountain biking, trail riding and family
walks. There are about 18 golf courses
within a short drive, and most will be open
until the end of October. There are centers
for family outings, mini-golf and kidsÕ
attractions. 

For Internet users, a local Web site
(www.castanet.net) provides current news,
weather and local happenings. The climate
in October is usually cool but not cold.
Rain is usually not a problem as the area is
arid. One can expect cool evenings with
some nice afternoons. It is a good idea to
bring clothing that is suitable for weather
in the 50s and 60s Fahrenheit (13 to 18
Celsius). 

Motel prices are reasonable, with a
selection to meet all budgets. There is a
provincial tax of 7 percent as well as GST
which is also 7 percent. Visitors from out-
side of Canada can apply for a GST rebate.
The Canadian dollar has been low against
the American dollar and this has provided
an extra financial benefit for our visitors.

An international airport, just north of
town serves the area with direct flights
from Seattle.

Location of Services: Kelowna
Community Theatre, 1375 Water Street.

First Service: Monday, October 1, at
7:30 p.m. The following dayÕs service will
be at 2 p.m. 

Rainer Salomaa

Mont-Sainte-Anne, Quebec
You are cordially invited to sample a

taste of Europe with a distinctive French
flavor without leaving North America.
Mont-Sainte-Anne lies a mere half-hour
drive east of Quebec City, capital of the
province of Quebec. Domaine Val des
Neiges (Valley of the Snows) will serve as
our main center for meetings and lodging.
It sits at the base of magnificent Mont-
Sainte-Anne, which has a sweeping
panorama of the St. Lawrence River. A
variety of condos and villas will also be
available at Chalets Montmorency about a
mile away. Another unique feature of the
site is that almost all units have phones,
laundry facilities kitchenettes and fire-
places. 

The hardwoods native to this area pro-
vide a spectacular backdrop for golfing,
hiking, horseback riding and many other
recreational activities. Situated at the edge
of the Laurentian Mountain range, the area
is dotted with several breathtaking water-
falls. From the top of Montmorency Falls
(one and a half times the height of Niagara
Falls) you can observe a sweeping view of
the skyline of Quebec City. Just east of
Mont-Sainte-Anne is Cap Tourmente
National Wildlife Reserve. The area is a
field naturalistÕs dream. Each autumn thou-
sands of migratory great white snow geese
feed off the muddy banks of the St.
Lawrence. Popular spots for families are
the zoo, the aquarium and the Museum of
Civilization in Quebec City.

About an hourÕs drive further east, at
the junction of the Saguenay and St.
Lawrence Rivers, where fresh water and
salt water mix, six different species of
migratory whales live. A boat cruise is
available to take you to see these magnifi-
cent mammals.

History buffs will enjoy exploring
Quebec City, a short, half-hour drive to the
west of Mont-Sainte-Anne. Old Quebec is
a fascinating place. The historical part of
the city is the only urban area to be regis-
tered on the prestigious UNESCO world
heritage list. Perched on top of Cap
Diamand, Old Quebec overlooks the St.
Lawrence River. Cartier Petit-Champlain
calls to mind a quaint little riverside vil-
lage. Place Royale is one of the oldest dis-
tricts on the continent. Its narrow cobble-
stone streets and its architecture testify to
four centuries of history. Rue Saint Paul is
well known for its abundance of handicraft
and antique shops. No visit to the city
would be complete without touring the
Plains of Abraham, Battlefield Park and the
Citadel of Quebec. The walls protecting
Old Quebec constitute the largest fortifica-
tions still in use in North America. 

The Old Port is rich in history, evoking

The Pines, Isle of Wight
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the portal and maritime heritage of Quebec
City. Consider a dinner cruise on the St.
Lawrence for fun, fellowship and a new
perspective of Quebec City. 

Close to the Festival site many unusu-
al dining
experiences
await you.
The quality
of QuebecÕs
n u m e r o u s
fine restau-
rants have
made the
region and the city itself internationally
renowned. It has the greatest number of
world class restaurants per capita in North
America. There are restaurants to suit
every taste and budget. 

With more than four million tourists
visiting the area annually, language is not a
problem; most people in the service and
hospitality industries speak English. The
site has room for just over 300. With a
favorable exchange rate of approximately
C$1.50 to US$1, our American neighbors
will see their dollars stretch significantly. 

Location of Services: Domaine Val
des Neiges, 203 rue Val Des Neiges,
Beaupr�, Quebec.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: 15 percent (part of this is
refundable to visitors from outside
Canada).

Carol Livermore and Anthony Wasilkoff

St. JohnÕs, Newfoundland
We invite you to share in the cele-

bration of the Feast at the Airport Plaza
Inn in beautiful St. JohnÕs, Newfoundland,
CanadaÕs newest Feast site.

For more than 500 years, explorers,
adventurers, pirates and all manner of sea-
farers have made their way to St. JohnÕs
naturally sheltered harbor. First discovered
by John Cabot in 1497 and claimed for the
British Empire in 1583 by Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, St. JohnÕs is the oldest and most
easterly port city in North America. Today
it is the capital of the province of
Newfoundland and Labrador. 

St. JohnÕs has a rich and colorful his-
tory, unmatched by any other Canadian
city. With a population of 175,000, St.
JohnÕs is a thriving modern-day city with
first-class facilities and services. St. JohnÕs
offers an enticing combination of old world
charm, unique architectural and historic
landmarks, fine cuisine and access to spec-
tacular coastlines, wildlife and many other
choice attractions.

Shop or just stroll on Water Street, the
oldest commercial street in North America
or visit Signal Hill for a panoramic view of
the harbor and the city. Signal Hill, so
named because the arrival of ships was
announced from there by a series of flags,
was also the site where Marconi received
the first transatlantic wireless signal in 1901.

Take a boat tour from St. JohnÕs har-
bor, or from one of the numerous boat tours

in other villages just minutes from the city.
Watch whales and seabirds, and view the
spectacular coastal scenery. 

The people of Newfoundland and
Labrador are among the most friendly and

hospitable in the world. They have retained
many aspects of their European heritage,
including their accents and humor.

For those who love to walk, St. JohnÕs
has many scenic walking trails. If you love
to eat, we have numerous fine restaurants.
If you like to visit scenic or historic sites,
you will have many to choose from and
you wonÕt be disappointed. 

The Airport Inn Plaza is close to the
St. JohnÕs International Airport and only
minutes from downtown St. JohnÕs. The
Airport Inn offers a free shuttle from and to
the airport, friendly staff and a complimen-
tary breakfast for its guests. There are
many other places to stay in St. JohnÕs,
including heritage bed and breakfasts. 

With a favorable exchange rate of
approximately C$1.50 to US$1, our
American neighbors will see their dollars
stretch significantly. For more information
about this site, contact David Smith at
(709) 834-5343, dgsmith@nfld.com or
visit the Newfoundland and Labrador
Government home page at www.gov.nf.ca.

The site has space for only 150. There
is the possibility of being denied transfer
with the meeting space so limited

Location of Services: Airport Plaza
Inn, St. JohnÕs, Newfoundland.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
7:30 p.m.

Taxes: 15 percent (part of this is refund-
able to visitors from outside Canada).

David Smith and Anthony Wasilkoff 

Chile

Maitencillo

The Feast in Chile will again be in
Maitencillo, a beach resort on the Chilean
coastline.

The cost for housing, food and trans-
portation round-trip from Santiago, the
capital, is US$270 per adult and US$250
per child under 13. This price includes
three meals a day at the main dining hall,
lodging for eight days and transportation to
and from Santiago. You will be given the
opportunity to choose between staying at
the main hotel or, if there are at least four
in the party, renting a beach home or cabin
for the same price as above.

The expected temperatures are from
the 70s Fahrenheit in the daytime and 60s
in the evenings.

There will be many social and sports

activities available, and also translation of
services into English.

Location of Services: Centro Javiera
Carrera in Maitencillo, Chile.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 9 p.m. for a brief introductory
service. The first full service will be on
Tuesday, October 2 at 3 p.m.

Taxes: U.S. citizens should pay
$45 on entering the country at the air-
port. There are no other taxes.

Reservations: Those who would
like to attend in Maitencillo should con-
tact Mario Seiglie, Casilla 10384,

Central Casillas, Santiago, Chile; tele-
phone +56 2 555-2004, +56 2 556-0761; or
e-mail at seiglie@vtr.net.

France

Nouan-Le-Fuzelier

Did you realize that France is the
most visited country in the world? Every
year the numbers of foreign visitors hit
record heights. Why not use this coming
Feast of Tabernacles to be one of those vis-
itors and take this opportunity to meet the
French-speaking brethren from France,
Belgium, Switzerland and Martinique?

This year the Feast site is located in
the heart of the Loire Valley, famous for its
castles. The area called ÒSologneÓÑland
of the poets, where forests and well-
watered lands are interwovenÑhas capti-
vated many French kings.

Nestled in the heart of Sologne, Òla
Ferme de Courcimont,Ó in the village of
Nouan-Le-Fuzelier, is your ideal starting
point to visit Òla vall�e des roisÓ (the valley
of the kings) as we say in France. In an old
country like ours, the castles represent the
visible thread to a rich past. The most pres-
tigious castles are lined up all along this
length of the river Loire. UNESCO recent-
ly classified the Loire Valley as an area that
belongs to the world heritage, and that
should be preserved for mankind to enjoy
for many generations to come. 

ÒLa Ferme de CourcimontÓ is a vaca-
tion village located 150 kilometers (about
95 miles) south of Paris, and 45 kilometers
(about 28 miles) from Orl�ans, a royal city
during the 10th and 11th century. We will
have the exclusive use of this site, which is
surrounded by about 86 acres of forested
and well-watered land. About half a mile
down the road, you can visit the village of
Nouan-Le-Fuzelier, with its businesses and
its typical timber-framing architectured
homes made of stones, wood and bricks.
Excursions will be planned to the beautiful
estates of Chambord, Cheverny and many
more.

The site is classified as Òvery comfort-
able.Ó The accommodations with two to six
beds are all equipped with refrigerators,
hot plates and bathrooms with showers.
Some rooms are designed for wheelchairs. 

Services will be held in French and in
English with simultaneous translation.
Full room and board for nine days, for

adults, is $375. Children have a reduced
price.

For more information and to receive
an application, please e-mail Jacques Le
Hou�dec at jacques_le_houedec@ucg.org
or call him at phone number +33 2 38 83
62 70.

Jacques Le Hou�dec

Germany

Schluchsee

Set on Lake Schluchsee in southern
Germany, in a beautiful area just 10 miles
(16 kilometers) from the Black ForestÕs
highest mountain, the Feldberg (1,493
meters, 4,860 feet), is the picturesque town
of Schluchsee. 

Lake Titisee, with its picturesque town
of Titisee, is a 30-minute drive from
Schluchsee, and the famous Rhine river
waterfall in Schaffhausen/Neuhausen,
Switzerland, is about 60 minutes by car. The
area is familiar to brethren from past years
when the Feast was observed in Bonndorf.

Temperatures in early October can still
be very mild, but the evenings can be chilly
because of SchluchseeÕs altitude (900
meters, approximately 3,000 feet). 

Accommodations for transfer guests
are available in selected hotels and vaca-
tion apartments. Vacation apartments offer
kitchenettes. Half-pension arrangements
are available in most hotels. Lodging costs
range from US$50 to US$100 for a vaca-
tion apartment and from US$40 upwards
per person for hotel accommodations.
(Transfer guests can make their own reser-
vations if they so desire; lodging informa-
tion is available via the Schluchsee Web
site.) 

The hall where services will be held is
within walking distance of most lodging
units within the main village area. 

Direct German federal railway
(Bundesbahn) service is available via
Freiburg to Schluchsee. However, car
rental is recommended for ease of trans-
portation and sightseeing. Schluchsee is
located approximately 180 miles (300 kilo-
meters) south of the Frankfurt International
Airport, or 50 miles (80 kilometers) north-
west of the Zurich International Airport. 

Expected attendance is approximately
175. Services will be held in German, with
simultaneous translation into English. 

For more information, visit the
Schluchsee Web site (in German and
English) at www.sbo.de/schluchsee. 

Location of Services: Grosser
Kursaal, Kurhaus Schluchsee (next to the
Rathaus, behind the tourism office). 

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m. 

Reservations: Visitors wishing to trans-
fer should write to Vereinte Kirche Gottes,
Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germany.
Or fax to +49 228 9 45 46 37 (within
Europe 0049) or e-mail UCG-Germany at
gutenachrichten@compuserve.com.

Paul Kieffer 

St. John’s, Newfoundland
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Guatemala

Antigua

For the fourth consecutive year the
brethren from Guatemala will be having
the Feast in beautiful Antigua. Last year
599 brethren from Guatemala and other
visitors enjoyed this peaceful place.
Every year our international brethren
who have visited us have mentioned that
they very much enjoy the surroundings,
but much more they enjoy the smiles and
love of the brethren from this part of the
world.

Antigua was once the capital city of
this country and it is the oldest city in
Central America. Even now its buildings
and streets take you back hundreds of years
in history. By law every building and street
must look colonial. 

The Spaniards sure knew where to
locate a capital city! You cannot find a bet-
ter place to enjoy peace, surroundings and
weather. Antigua is considered by many to
have the perfect weather year round. The
country of Guatemala is called Òthe coun-
try of the eternal spring.Ó Because of these
characteristics many Americans and
Europeans decide to retire here. The tem-
perature is in the 70s almost all year.
During the time of the Feast there may be
some showers, so come prepared to enjoy
some rain.

Antigua is only 30 miles away from
Guatemala City. So even during the Feast
you can come to the city and enjoy visiting
very interesting places like the Central
Market. From Guatemala City you can also
visit one of the most beautiful lakes of the
world: Lake Atitlan. You can also visit by
plane the most ancient capital of the Mayan
Empire: Tikal. The flight from Guatemala
City to Tikal is only 25 minutes, so you can
make the trip from Antigua and come back
in the same day.

The meeting hall is located beside the
central park and is within walking distance
from all of the hotels we will be using. We
will be using several hotels offering differ-
ent prices. The top price for the hotels
where most of our brethren will be staying
is US$15 per night per person. Children
under 10 do not pay. Those of you who
would like to stay in a five-star hotel, we
have made arrangements for the Hotel
Antigua, also in walking distance from the
meeting hall and costing US$80 per night
per double occupancy.

Services will be in Spanish with
English translation. We are planning sever-
al activities to make the Feast even more
enjoyable. We will be having a talent show,
a childrenÕs party, a youth dance and much
more. So, come prepared to enjoy yourself.
We are expecting around 600 people to
attend.

Reservations: If you plan to come
please write or call us. You do not have to
send any money for reservation. You can
make the payments for housing upon
arrival. You can write to us at the follow-

ing address: Saul Langarica, Apartado
postal 1064, 01001 Guatemala City,
Guatemala. The phone number is (502)
256-0692 and the e-mail address is
saul_langarica@ucg.org.

Saul Langarica

Guyana/Brazil
Guyana lies on the Atlantic coast of

South America. It is a land of forests and
rivers, mountains and high savannahs.
While Guyana is firmly a part of the
Caribbean, sharing a common culture and
history, it is a country of continental size,
bordered by Venezuela, Brazil and
Suriname. It occupies 83,000 square miles
with a population of nearly 1 million.

In the interior reside the people known
as the Amerindians whose heritage goes
back for centuries. Among these peace-lov-
ing people God has called over 50 who will
have two different Feast sites in the region
known as Rupununi. They will meet in
Annai in the north and Awarewaunau in the
south.

Across the Takatu River in the country
of Brazil is another Amerindian village
known as Muscou. This will be the second
year for a group of about 50 to host the
Feast.

Any who are interested in attending
one of these three sites should have consid-
erable experience traveling in the develop-
ing world.

Reservations: For further information
contact Kingsley O. Mather by e-mail at
ucgcarib@speedwayinternet.com, by fax
at (242) 364-5566 or by telephone (242)
324-3169 ; or Arnold J. Hampton by e-mail
at ajhamp@flash.net or telephone at (410)
655-6265.

Arnold J. Hampton

Italy

Castelvecchio Pascoli (Lucca,
Tuscany)

This year we will be celebrating the
Feast in a beautiful hotel in the heart of
Castelvecchio Pascoli-Garfagnana (Lucca),
one of TuscanyÕs most enchanting valleys.
In two thousand acres of natural park we
will find hospitality and the facilities of a
world famous International Center; the
best of everything imaginable for celebrat-
ing GodÕs Feast in relaxation and enjoy-
ment. You can see the place by visiting our
Web site at www.labuonanotizia.org.

The region of Tuscany is known for its
great natural beauty. Tuscany has been
dubbed the Òcradle of the Renaissance.Ó It
was the backdrop used by famous painters
including Leonardo Da Vinci. Its ancient
Etruscan history and its historical monu-
ments and masterpiece of art make
Tuscany one of the most interesting
regions of the world. The cities of
Florence, Pisa, Lucca, San Gimignano and
Siena have a beauty that can never be for-
gotten by their visitors.

Our new Feast site is only 110 kilome-
ters (70 minutes) drive from Florence, 60
kilometers (40 minutes) from either Pisa or
Montecatini Spa, and 40 kilometers (30
minutes) from Lucca.

We will enjoy the warm, comfortable
climate peculiar to this natural park.
Traditionally, in October the night and day
temperature range is 60 to 74 degrees
Fahrenheit (15 to 22 Celsius). 

The International Center is ideal for
family outings. Souvenir shopping and
promenades will be also possible at the
nearby towns of Barga, Lucca and
Florence. The hotel will provide daily bus
transportation to/from those places, upon
request (more information in the Feast
package).

Bus transportation directly from the
Pisa airport to the Feast hotel (and back to
Pisa airport) will be provided especially for
brethren or families traveling with luggage
from overseas. Bus transportation should
be requested when filling in your
Registration Request Form. Bus trans-
portation from the Florence airport (or
from the Milan airport) may be considered
depending on the number of people
requesting it.

Also, if you wish to arrive a few days
before the Feast or leave a few days after
the Feast, transportation can also be pro-
vided, at a reasonable extra charge, accord-
ing to how small or large your group is.
(More information will be given in the
Feast package, including how to get to the
hotel by train or car.) 

The Feast hotel is a beautiful four-star
hotel. The hotel management is offering
the special prices of US$53 to $60 depend-
ing on the type of accommodation you
choose. These prices are per night, per per-
son and they include three meals a day,
water, local wine and taxes.

The Tuscany cuisine is probably one
of the most balanced, delicious and exquis-
ite in the world, even in less expensive
restaurants. This year all Feast participants
will be able to eat at the Feast restaurant.
This will enrich the Christian fellowship
and Feast atmosphere.

Hotel discounts are 100 percent for
children 0 to 2 years old staying with their
parents, 50 percent for children 3 to 6 years
old staying with their parents, 25 percent
for children 7 to 12 years old staying with
their parents and 10 percent for a third bed.
These prices and discounts will be applied
to any extra days just before or after the
Feast period.

The hotel management offers 160
hotel rooms, with air conditioning, cable
TV and mini-bar. All rooms are equipped
with bathroom, telephone, TV set, air-con-
ditioning and shower. 

In addition to hotel rooms, the
International Center offers residential
apartments and chalets at a walking dis-
tance from the meeting hall and the
restaurant. These are ideal for brethren
(singles or families with children) who
prefer to spend less or be independent and

surrounded by a green view. The brethren
who choose this type of lodging will be
able to eat with all the other Feast partici-
pants at the same restaurant. Also, mini-
van transportation will be provided if nec-
essary.

Messages will be given in both
English and Italian languages, alternately,
with simultaneous translation. Translation
headphones will be provided. 

We would like to enrich our Church
services with special music, choir singers
and a choir director, as well as piano play-
ers to accompany hymns. Volunteers are
most welcome. Your talents and participa-
tion will be most welcome in our talent
show as well.

During the Feast our young brethren
will offer a series of activities to all Feast
participants to enjoy. Activities like a
dance evening, karaoke and a Family Day
with several games promise to be real fun
for all. Also various sports activities (vol-
leyball, basketball, soccer and/or swim-
ming) are part of the program for our
young brethren. During the Feast there will
be tours to Florence, Pisa, Lucca and
Siena. 

Your Italian brethren hope that you
and your family can make it to Italy this
year. We are looking forward to welcoming
you and fellowshipping with you.

Reservations: If you would like to
receive more detailed information, please
request our Feast package at one of the fol-
lowing addresses: carmelo.anastasi@tin.it,
f e a s t _ i t a l y @ l a b u o n a n o t i z i a . o rg ,
www.labuonanotizia.org. The office
phone/fax is +39 035-582140.

Carmelo Anastasi

Jamaica

Ocho Rios

Jamaica, one of the CaribbeanÕs
brightest tropical jewels, is an island of
intoxicating natural beautyÑfrom lush
rainforest and mountainous terrain to spec-
tacular waterfalls, sun-drenched beaches
and turquoise waters. 

This yearÕs Feast will be held at the
Renaissance Jamaica Grande Resort in
Ocho Rios. Known for its stunning coast-
line, Ocho Rios is the islandÕs premier
resort location offering breathtaking sites
and attractions, including the world famous
DunnÕs River Falls, lush botanical gardens,
two nearby championship golf courses and
the Chukka Cove Equestrian and Polo
Center.

The beachfront Renaissance Jamaica
Grande is the largest and most complete
resort on the island. Its exquisitely land-
scaped grounds, coupled with its spectacu-
lar open-air lobby with waterfalls flowing
into the one-of-a-kind Fantasy Pool, create
a lasting impression. The genuine warmth
and friendliness of its people coupled with
professional service will make your Feast
experience one that will be long remem-
bered!



The resort is about 90 minutes from
Sangster International Airport, Montego
Bay. Round-trip airport transfers can be
arranged through the hotel for US$30 per
person. 

The resort has five restaurants, plus a
beach grill for surfside burgers and
refreshments; a 1,350-foot white sand
beach with volleyball nets and private
docking; and three swimming pools
including the magnificent Fantasy Pool
with waterfalls, swinging
bridge, jacuzzi and pool vol-
leyball. The resort also fea-
tures a health club/fitness
center, two tennis courts,
scuba diving, wave runners,
snorkeling, deep-sea fishing,
glass-bottom boat, windsurf-
ing and other water activi-
ties. 

Club Mongoose, a fully
supervised childrenÕs activity
center, provides programs for
kids aged 2 to 12 from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. The cost is $10 per child per
day for children to enjoy the activities at
the kiddieÕs center.

The costs are: single occupancy,
US$170 per room per night; double occu-
pancy, US$210 per room, per night. A
child 12 years and under sharing with one
adult is free, and two children 12 years
and under sharing with two adults are
free.

These rates include the following:
¥ R.O.H. (run of house) accommoda-

tion with private balcony overlooking the
bay or Caribbean Sea.

¥ Full buffet breakfast daily.
¥ Lunch daily with a choice of three

restaurants.
¥ Dinner with a choice of five restau-

rants or Lavish Hotel Theme Party Buffet.
¥ Late night snacks.
¥ Unlimited beverages.
¥ Non-motorized watersports.
¥ Day and night tennis.
¥ Fun-filled daily activities program.
¥ Nightly live entertainment.
¥ Coffee maker, hair dryer, iron and

ironing board.
¥ All hotel taxes and gratuities.
Credits will not be issued for any

unused portion of the package. 
Reservations: For hotel reservations

application, contact Dulsa Donaldson,
sales manager, by e-mail at
ddonaldson@rhijagrande.com or by fax at
(876) 974-2162. The completed applica-
tion should be sent directly to the hotel.
The reservations will be on a first-come
basis. All reservations and deposits must
be made by May 15, 2001.

After sending the application and hous-
ing deposit, please send a copy of completed
application to Kingsley O. Mather at e-mail
ucgcarib@speedwayinternet.com, fax (242)
364-5566 or write him at P.O. Box N-8873,
Nassau, Bahamas. His telephone number is
(242) 324-3169.

Kingsley O. Mather

Kenya
Jambo! Although final confirmations

are still pending as we go to press, plans
are underway for the Feast of Tabernacles
in Kenya to be held in the verdant Lake
Victoria region of Western Kenya, near the
Serengeti plain, about 200 miles west of
Nairobi. The drive to the site from Nairobi
will take attendees through the Great Rift
valley, where it is not uncommon to see

zebras, baboons,
gazelles, giraffes
and other animals
along the road.

About 200
from Kenya and
Tanzania are ex-
pected to attend
this site, where
services will be
held in English
with translation
into Kiswahili.
Hotel lodging for

visitors will be very simple but clean and
inexpensive. Simple restaurant service will
be available. Transportation can be
arranged to the site from Nairobi for visi-
tors wishing to attend. Festival activities
will center around the site, with possible
excursions to and on Lake Victoria (where
the famous film The African Queen was
shot) and to nature parks in the area.

Following the Feast, a safari of three
or five days (depending on interest) will be
organized for visitors wishing to see East
AfricaÕs wildlife up close. KenyaÕs game
reserves boast some of the best game view-
ing in the world, and Kenya is one of the
more stable countries in Africa, and has a
well-developed tourist industry. A visa may
be required for entry into Kenya. Your
Kenyan and Tanzanian brethren would
love to have visitors celebrate the Feast of
Tabernacles with them!

Reservations: For more informa-
tion, you may contact: Joel Meeker, 926
Ampere Place, Lake Saint Louis, MO
63367-2227; telephone (636) 561-4026;
fax (636) 625-1691; or e-mail
joel_meeker@ucg.org.

Joel Meeker

Mexico

San Miguel de Allende

This year the Feast in Mexico will be
celebrated with the folklore and beauty of
San Miguel de Allende, Òa very Mexican
village.Ó It is located 60 kilometers north
of Quer�taro in the state of Guanajuato. 

San Miguel was declared a national
monument in 1926. It is a very beautiful
and picturesque city of arched colonial
mansions, flower-filled patios, plenty of
fine hotels, restaurants and winding, ter-
raced cobblestone streets. If you ever want-
ed to visit a typical safe and small city with
the best Mexico has to offer in arts and
crafts, San Miguel is the place.

An authentic Mexican town with
international flair, San Miguel de Allende
is centuries old and provides a relaxing,
peaceful setting to celebrate the Feast of
Tabernacles 2001. 

In its annual survey of world travelersÕ
favorite destinations, Cond� Nast Traveler
magazine has rated San Miguel as the 10th
most desirable foreign city in the world to
visit. They give San Miguel a world high
for ambience (93.6) and second place for
friendliness (91.3) [excerpt from USA
Today, November 19, 1999].

The Hotel Real de Minas will be the
host hotel for the Feast. It is 10 minutes
walking distance from downtown.
Services, alternating between Spanish and
English, will be held in the hotel. You will
find that it will be convenient to be close
by so that you can fellowship and partici-
pate with us in the social events and activ-
ities. 

This year Feast activities will include
a Mexican dinner and dance with live
music, a childrenÕs party and much more.
We are going to have an authentic
Mexican tradition, an Òestudiantina.Ó You
will stroll through the streets of San
Miguel led by a music group with typical
dress, instruments and songs while sip-
ping wine or punch which you refill at the
burro bar that travels with us through the
streets.

Once again for the convenience of our
visiting brethren we have arranged for a
travel package: nine nights at the Hotel
Real de Minas (tax included) and festival
activities (Festival Mexican dinner
evening, ÒCallejoneadaÓ evening and chil-
drenÕs activity), translation box and meet-
ing hall rental.

The costs are: $474 per adult (based
on double occupancy), $94 per child (age 2
to 11 sharing room with parents) and $844
per adult single occupancy. 

Airfare on Delta Air Lines arranged by
Travel Gallery is available. Roundtrip zone
fares begin at $375 to $556 from the
United States; Canadian and Caribbean
fares are also
available. 

We are
e x p e c t i n g
about 450
people this
year. Come
down and
celebrate the
Feast with us
in this beauti-
ful, typical
quiet and
safe small town. Hasta la vista! 

Reservations: For land and air reser-
vations, contact Gordon Barr at Travel
Gallery, Inc., 1388 E. Walnut Street,
Pasadena, CA 91106. Telephone: 800-858-
6999 (North America toll-free), 626-577-
9717; fax 626-577-0577; or e-mail at
gordon@travelgallery.com. Site informa-
tion is also listed at www.travelgallery.com.

Lauro Roybal

New Zealand

Tauranga

The sunny port city of Tauranga is
New ZealandÕs new Feast site for 2001.
Tauranga offers a warmer climate on the
eastern coast of the North Island, and is a
popular tourist and retirement area.
Located just two and a half hoursÕ drive
from Auckland International Airport, it
may be reached by rental car or bus, trav-
elling through rolling green farmland and
sheep country. Domestic air flights service
Tauranga daily.

Less than 10 minutes away from the
Feast site lies the long, white sand beach-
front community of Mount Maunganui.
Safe swimming, spectacular coastal walks,
sailing, kayaking, parasailing and surfing
are available. The area is reknowned for its
deep sea fishing. And an inexpensive sea-
side spa offering hot salt water pools lies at
the foot of the Mount.

Vineyards and wineries are common
in this eastern region. The world capital of
kiwifruit production is located a half hour
south of Tauranga in Te Puke. Offshore
tours of White Island, New ZealandÕs only
active marine volcano, including guided
walks of the island, are also available along
the coast.

Within an hourÕs drive of Tauranga is
the city of Rotorua, with its many Maori
and geothermal attractions. Close by are
areas for fly-fishing, white-water rafting,
bush walking and other outdoor adventure
activities.

Both Tauranga and its ÔsisterÕ city of
Mount Maunganui offer an excellent range
of accommodations, from four-star hotels
and condominiums to motels, lodges,
homes and camping grounds. Prices for
good quality hotels and motels range from
NZ$60-200 per night. Other less expensive
accommodations may also be found.

The weather is normally temperate
with cooler nights and warm sunny days.
Tauranga is slightly warmer year round

than many other areas of New
Zealand. However, visitors should
bring warm clothing, as it can be
cooler in the evenings.

Location of Services: Bureta
Park Motor Inn, Vale Street,
Otumoetai, Tauranga, New Zealand.

First Service: Monday, October
1, 2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Visitors interest-
ed in attending or who need more
information, please contact Jeff
Caudle, P.O. Box 22, Auckland 1015,

New Zealand; by telephone +64-9-
8175855, by fax at +64-6-8366699 or by e-
mail at jeff_caudle@ucg.org.

Art Verschoor/Jeff Caudle

Nigeria
Final festival arrangements are still

pending for Nigeria. The festival site this
year will be near Lagos, NigeriaÕs largest
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city. We anticipate about 60 people attend-
ing this English-speaking site. 

Nigeria is to Africa what China is to
the world: it is home to one out of every
five Africans. Our brethren in Nigeria are
warm and wonderful people, but very
sadly, years of increasingly difficult eco-
nomic, social and political situations have
made Nigeria a dangerous place in which
to travel. Although there is currently some
improvement in the overall situation, only
people with considerable experience trav-
eling in the developing world should con-
sider attending this Feast site. A visa and a
yellow fever vaccination are required for
entry into Nigeria.

Reservations: For more informa-
tion, you may contact: Joel Meeker, 926
Ampere Place, Lake Saint Louis, MO
63367-2227; telephone (636) 561-4026;
fax (636) 625-1691; or e-mail
joel_meeker@ucg.org.

Joel Meeker

Peru

Huanchaco

We will be celebrating the Feast of
Tabernacles and Last Great Day again in
Huanchaco in 2001. Huanchaco is located
15 minutes away from Trujillo. It is a small
and quiet town where we had a very peace-
ful Feast last year. 

Trujillo is about 350 miles north from
Lima. You can get to Trujillo from Lima by
bus, an eight-hour ride, or by plane, a one-
hour flight. A round-trip bus ticket is
US$35 per person and a round-trip plane
ticket is US$138.

Hotel prices range from US$15 to $35
per night and there are plenty of places
where you can enjoy fine meals. We expect
warm weather during the days of the Feast.
We will be providing translations from
Spanish to English. We will have activities
like dances, talent shows, outdoor games
and indoor games for the whole family.

Reservations: For more information,
please contact Manuel Quijano, Apdo. 18-
0766, Lima, Peru; telephone +51-1-4486004;
or e-mail manuel_quijano@ucg.org.

Manuel Quijano

Philippines

Baguio City

For this yearÕs Feast of Tabernacles,
Baguio City will be one of the two Feast
sites we will be having in the Philippines.

Baguio City is in the northern moun-
tains, some 250 kilometers north of
Manila. It is officially the summer capital
of the Philippines, being a temperate place
in this tropical country. Services are
expected to be held at the Girl Scouts of the
Philippines, ÒAting TahananÓ (Our Home)
grounds. The place is equipped with a hall
that can accomodate up to 200 Feastgoers,
together with cottages and dormitories
where Feastgoers can lodge.

Nearby hotels and inns are also avail-
able. Cost of accommodations range from
US$2 per person per day for dormitory-
type accomodation to US$50 per night for
a hotel room.

We are expecting some 80 to 90
brethren mainly from Bacolod, Manila and
our scattered brethren in the Luzon area to
attend this site. Brethren from outside the
Philippines are most welcome to attend
with us in this beautiful site! We sure hope
many of our international brethren will
consider keeping the Feast with us this year
in Baguio City, Philippines.

Reservations: Interested brethren
may get in touch by e-mail at
ucgmnl@pacific.net.ph or by phone at +63
(917) 8147826 or by mail at MCPO Box
4774, Makati City 1287, Philippines.

Rey M. Evasco

Davao City
Davao City, the largest city on the

island of Mindanao, is considered Òthe
most livable city in the PhilippinesÓ (for
three consecutive years now) according to
a rating survey conducted by Asiaweek
magazine.

Located one and a half-hours by jet
south-southeast of Manila (about $50 one-
way airfare) it is also outside the typhoon
belt in Asia. Thus, it is blessed with rela-
tively fair weather throughout the year with
a mild temperature range of 28 to 32
degrees Celsius (80 to 90 Fahrenheit).

Several tropical exotic fruits abound in
this area, most notably the Òking of fruits
and the fruit for kingsÓÑdurian. Rare and
beautiful tropical flowering plants also
flourish. In addition, Davao is home to the
endangered Philippine monkey-eating
eagle.

Beautiful white sand beaches lined
with coconut trees abound along the shores
of its resort island, lapped by clear waters
reflecting the blue skies. Most resorts and
hotels maintain international standard
quality; besides certain ones also offering
international dishes. The current peso
value gives significant mileage to the U.S.
dollar in this country.

The international port of entry to the
Philippines is Manila. However, the Davao
international airport connects directly with
flights to and from Singapore, Malaysia
and Indonesia several times a week.
Davao, in turn, is connected to the rest of
the country by several land, sea and air
transport companies. Davao was also the
first to deploy phone-in taxi service
equipped with transceivers among its
approximately 2,500 taxi units.

Services will be held again this year at
the GSP Regional Training Camp facilities
in Daliao, Toril, Davao City. It is about 15
kilometers southwest from downtown
Davao and about a kilometer from the
coast of Davao Gulf. It has screened cot-
tages and dormitories. Some rooms are air-
conditioned. Meals will be catered and
served in the screened dining facilities.
Camp accommodations range from about

$1 to $3 per bed per day; while budget
meals are priced at about $1 per meal.
These deals make it affordable for most of
the Filipino brethren.

Services are conducted in English
(with translation into Cebuano). These will
be held at the main convention (Rubia)
hall. The first Holy Day service will be
Tuesday morning, October 2. A fellowship
meeting will be held the evening before.
The camp ambience heightens our spiritual
calling out and provides for enhanced fel-
lowshipping.

A beach resort one mile from the GSP
Camp is also available. Other hotels are
located in downtown Toril (2 kilometers
away) or Davao (15 kilometers away).
Decent ones begin at about $15 per night
per person depending on features and facil-
ities. Best buffet meals are about $7 per
person. Some already include taxes in their
published rates.

Reservations: For more details or
reservations, please contact Davao festival
coordinator Edmond D. Macaraeg through
any of these means: P.O. Box 81315, 8000
Davao City, Philippines; telephone +63-82
241-0733; fax/phone: +63-82 241-0150;
mobile phone +63 0919-553-0922; or e-
mail macaraeg@skyinet.net. 

Edmond Macaraeg

St. Lucia

Rodney Bay

This will be UnitedÕs inaugural Feast
in the Caribbean island of St. Lucia. The
island is 238 square miles with a popula-
tion of 150,000. The island is lush and
tropical with an
abundance of
plants and trees
everywhere. The
famed Piton
Mountains are the
signature of St.
Lucia. These vol-
canic peaks are
named Gros and
Petit and rise 2,620 feet and 2,460 feet,
respectively. Beyond their sheer size, these
natural skyscrapers symbolize the island:
pristine and dramatically beautiful.

Other attractions are Diamond Falls
and Mineral Baths, along with the ÒDrive-
In Volcano.Ó The falls come down through
sulphur springs, turning the water to a bril-
liant variety of yellows, greens and pur-
ples. The adjacent Mineral Baths are built
among the ruins of an original 18th centu-
ry structure commissioned by Louis XIV.
The ÒDrive-In VolcanoÓ is the worldÕs only
such attraction, with bubbling pools which
shoot forth 50-foot high clouds of steam.

The Bay Gardens Hotel in Rodney
Bay will be the site of the Feast this year.
We will have limited accommodations
ranging in price from US$95 for a standard
room, $110 for a superior room and $140
for the executive suite.

Standard and superior rooms are air-

conditioned with in-room safe and fridge.
The superior is larger. The executive suites
have kitchenettes and a sitting area.

These prices are inclusive of service
charge and government tax. A third person
sharing the superior room or executive
suite is US$40 per person per night. One
child (2 to 12 years) is free when sharing
with two adults. There are meal plans
available at the hotel and a variety of
restaurants nearby.

Reservations: Those interested please
contact Arnold J. Hampton, P.O. Box 75,
Randallstown, MD 21133; telephone (410)
655-6265; fax (410) 655-9027; or e-mail
ajhamp@flash.net.

Arnold Hampton

Southern Africa

Uvongo, South Africa

The warm Indian Ocean comforts the
shores of Uvongo, about 120 kilometers
(80 miles) south of Durban. The east coast
of South Africa is well known for its sub-
tropical climate, but for the Church it is
better known for hosting the Feast of
Tabernacles.

Visitors will enjoy the small-town
atmosphere that means you often meet
other members by chance. 

If you have access to the Internet, check
out the sites mentioned in our ÒLinksÓ sec-
tion of Uvongo 2000 Web site at
www.skyfamily.com/petespage/feast.htm.
You will find pictures of the area and a
variety of activities to enjoy. Links include
Web sites of the South African Tourism
Board; Uvongo Web site; Africam (every

few minutes, cameras take pictures of
wildlife in national parks). 

Lush tropical vegetation sur-
rounds the area. Sugar cane fields
and tea plantations are a few kilome-
ters inland. A steam train takes pas-
sengers to a nearby restaurant for a
cream tea after chugging an hour or
so through the countryside.
Youngsters paddle down the river

that runs into the sea near St MichaelÕs, a
few minutesÕ drive from the hall.
Feastgoers enjoy an evening sun-downer
on the balcony of their beach-front apart-
ment.

Because there are so many areas to
visit and enjoy, it is worthwhile for visitors
arriving by plane to hire a car at the Durban
airport. Car rental companies such as Avis
have offices at the Durban airport and will
arrange to have the vehicle of your choice
available upon arrival. The Festival activi-
ties are all close to Uvongo, so if you can
arrange transport to the Feast site, a hired
car is not absolutely essential. 

Temperatures are from the lower 70s
Fahrenheit (lower 20s Celsius) with a 10
degree variation. Feastgoers should take
note that the Feast falls during the rainy
season, though we often have just the right
weather for activities!

Accommodations are mostly self-
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catering, with a wide variety of two- or
three-bedroom holiday apartments avail-
able. Hotels are scarce, but there are two in
close proximity to the hall. The area is a
premier tourist attraction, so there are
many restaurants as well as shopping cen-
ters that cater to most needs.
Accommodation costs will range from
US$30 to US$50 per day for self-catering
units. Hotel rates fall into the same price
range per person per day, inclusive of din-
ner, bed and breakfast.

Uvongo is situated close to a golf
course and other sporting activities such as
tennis, horse riding, swimming and surfing
(the area enjoys a warm sea current).

There are also a number of scenic dri-
ves, such as the well-known Oribi Gorge.
Another place of interest, especially for
overseas visitors, is the Zulu village near
Durban. Attendance is expected to be about
180.

Location of Services: Uvongo Town
Hall.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Reservations: Visitors interested in
attending or who need more information
should contact Andr� van Belkum by e-
mail at andre_van_belkum@ucg.org or by
telephone at +27 (31) 267-1109. If dialing
from within South Africa the area code is
031.

Andr� van Belkum

Mumbwa, Zambia
A Feast is being planned for the

brethren in Zambia. Details were not avail-
able at press time.

Harare, Zimbabwe

For information, you may contact
Mrs. Heathcote by e-mail at
heathcot@mweb.co.zw or write her at P.O.
Box 6359, Harare, Zimbabwe, or telephone
+263-4-885175.

Tonga

MuÕa

The Feast will be held again in MuÕa,
which is 12 miles from NukuÕalofa, the
capital.

Activities will include scenic tours
with wonderful views, as well as visits to
historic sites. Coral reef tours and snokel-
ing will be available, and the traditional
dancing at the Tonga Cultural Center
would also be interesting for visitors.

The temperature usually ranges
between 20 and 25 degrees Celsius (68 and
79 Fahrenheit).

Accommodations for overseas guests
would be in hotels in NukuÕalofa. The
prices range from about $65 (single, econ-
omy) to around $200 for a fully furnished
penthouse.

Hotels available are: International
Dateline Hotel, telephone +676 23-411, fax
+675 23-410; Harbour View Motel, tele-
phone +676 25-488, fax +675 25-490;
NukuÕalofa Hotel, telephone +676 24-244,
fax +675 23-154; and Leilani Apartment,
telephone +676 23-910, fax +675 23-910.

Location of Services: The Church
building in MuÕa.

Reservations: Visitors interested in

attending or who need more information,
please contact Heamasi TaÕufoÕou by e-
mail at htaufoou@kalianet.to, by telephone
at +676 29-165 or by mail P.O. Box 2617,
NukuÕalofa, Tonga.

Heamasi TaÕufoÕou

United States

Bend, Oregon

The Bend-Redmond area of central
Oregon is the hub of the resort area in the
Cascade Mountains. The beautiful scenery
of snow-capped mountains, towering pon-
derosa pines, sparkling lakes and mountain
streams with spectacular waterfalls, pro-
vides a millennial setting. Expect warm,
sunny days and crisp, cool nights. 

Services will be held in the newly con-
structed Deschutes County Fair and Expo
Center, less than a mile from the Bend-
Redmond airport. Air service is provided
by United Express and Horizon Airlines. 

All types of housing are available
from low-cost motel rooms (some with
kitchenettes) to homes and condominiums
with full kitchens, fireplaces and hot tubs
at scenic resort properties. Prices range
from $27 to $175 per night.

The Bend area offers a wide range of
family-oriented activities. The nationally
acclaimed High Desert Museum features
impressive indoor natural history exhibits
and live animal programs in an outdoor set-
ting. Newberry National Volcanic
Monument offers views of interesting fea-
tures of the areaÕs volcanic past. Crater
Lake is another well-known nearby scenic

attraction. View the scenery via helicopter,
private plane or the 38-mile Crooked River
dinner train ride. Scenic tour maps are
available to see the sights by car. Or enjoy
hiking or biking your choice of many miles
of trail.

Other activities include horseback rid-
ing, hay rides, rock climbing, rock hound-
ing, fishing, canoeing, boating and white
water rafting on the world-famous
Deschutes River. Golfers will enjoy some
of the nationÕs best courses with reasonable
green fees. The Bend-Redmond area offers
all the usual recreational activities such as
movie theaters, health clubs, bowling, skat-
ing, miniature golf, go-carts, bumper cars
and video games. Other facilities include
art galleries, nature centers, observatories
and lava caves. 

Bend has three shopping malls,
including a factory outlet mall. The small
tourist town of Sisters is a must for window
shopping and souvenirs. The resort com-
munity of Sunriver offers a wide range of
dining, shopping and recreational opportu-
nities in a spectacular forest setting.

Feastgoers will enjoy a full range of
dining from all the usual fast-food places
and delis to gourmet restaurants. Expected
attendance will be approximately 1,000 to
1,500. 

Location of Services: Deschutes
County Fair and Expo Center, North Sister
conference hall, 3800 SW Airport Way,
Redmond, Oregon.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: There is a 7 to 7.5 percent
room tax. Oregon has no sales tax.

Larry J. Walker

Branson, Missouri
Branson, now in its sixth year as a

Feast site once again promises to be popu-
lar. Situated near the Missouri-Arkansas
line, Branson draws visitors from around
the world. Famous for its beautiful scenery,
crystal-clear lakes and music theaters, it
offers something for almost everyone.

Situated in the hardwood forests of the
Ozark mountains and on two lakes, the fall
foliage and scenery can be spectacular. It
should be about at its peak during the
Feast. Many hiking trails and secluded
coves on the lakes add to the serene beauty
of the area. 

Branson is home to about 50 live the-
ater shows. These range from such country
stars as Mel Tillis, Mo Bandy, Micky
Gilley and the Sons of the Pioneers, to tra-
ditional long-time favorites such as The
Lawrence Welk Orchestra with the Lennon
Sisters, Andy Williams, Glen Campbell,
Bobby Vinton, the Glen Miller Orchestra
and the Platters. The area also hosts variety
shows and such entertainers as Yakov
Smirnoff, Jim Stafford, Spirit of the Dance
Irish dance company and Shoji Tabuchi. 

Branson is a favorite family site, with
a wealth of attractions for the whole fami-
ly. These include the very popular Silver
Dollar City amusement park, patterned
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The United Church of God has con-
tracted with both Delta Airlines and Avis
Car Rental for discounted Festival travel.
Delta and Avis serve nearly all the U.S.
Festival sites. 

When you book with Delta or Avis
and provide the appropriate file number,
the United Church of God is credited. The
United Church of God earns complimen-
tary airline tickets for every 40 booked
reservations. Avis also has a similar pro-
gram that provides free car rentals for offi-
cial Church business. You may use your
personal travel agent and still provide the
Delta file number. 

Of course, if you find a better fare on
a competing airline, buy it.

Airline Tickets
Delta Air Lines Delta Meeting

Network (800) 241-6760
File # 175299A for U.S. sites
¥ 10 percent discount off DeltaÕs

published round-trip fares, when booked
60 days or more in advance

¥ 5 percent discount off DeltaÕs pub-
lished round-trip fares

¥ Zone FaresÑThese special round-
trip fares apply when not staying over a

Saturday night and may offer a benefit to
those traveling to or from Canada,
Mexico, Bermuda, San Juan, Nassau or
U.S. Virgin Islands.

Car Rental
Avis Rent a Car (800) 331-1600
AWD # T292099
Special meeting rates at all Festival

sites and rates for round-trip home city
travel during the Festival period of
September 25 to October 15, 2001. If you
drive from your home to the Feast with
Avis, the same discounts apply.

Hawaii Festival Travel
Travel Gallery, Inc. (800) 858-6999
In reviewing the many travel options

in todayÕs market place, we recommend
purchasing your Hawaii Festival travel as
a package from the airline and vacation
operators. These package purchases result
in a lower total cost when booking the air-
fare and car rental as a package. Even
multi-island itineraries including housing
are possible. Gordon Barr in our office has
been arranging such festival packages for
many years and will be glad to assist you.
He will need your names, dates of travel

and size of car. If you like, you can e-mail
him at gordon@travelgallery.com.

International Festival Travel
Travel Gallery, Inc. (800) 858-6999
Since 1984 our specialization with

Festival travel has created thousands of
rewarding journeys to more than 177
exciting sites in over 55 countries. We
have not only traveled the world but have
done so in conjunction with Festival
observance. Our intimate knowledge of
travel days, Sabbaths and Holy Days is
coupled with a feeling for the tempo,
excitement and deep spiritual significance
of the Feast. We work with wholesalers
and consolidators all across the country to
supply the Òunpublished street priceÓ for
international airline tickets. In addition,
we provide bookings for rail passes,
car/van rentals, pre/post-Festival hotel
stays. Give us a call today!

Travel Gallery, Inc.
1388 E. Walnut Street 
Pasadena, CA 91106
(626) 577-9717, (626) 577-0577 (fax)
info@travelgallery.com
www.travelgallery.com
CST# 1019830-40

Festival Travel Discounts



after an 1890s village complete with over
100 craftsmen. During the time of the Feast
the National Crafts Festival will be fea-
tured at Silver Dollar City. Branson also
has an IMAX theater, many go-cart tracks
and miniature golf courses, museums, pad-
dle-boat rides on the lakes and a host of
other family activities. 

For golfing enthusiasts, the area has
several fine PGA-rated golf courses.
Fishing on Tablerock Lake and on Lake
Taneycomo are both excellent. The area
also boasts many unique shops, antique
stores, and three factory outlet malls.

A variety of housing is available in
Branson, from new high-rise hotels to con-
dominiums and small motels in quiet set-
tings. For those who have heard horror sto-
ries about the traffic in Branson, you can
relax. New roads completed in the last few
years have greatly reduced traffic prob-
lems. 

Whether you are looking for a site
with lots of activities for the family, or a
place to get away to the peace and quiet of
nature, there is something for all in
Branson.

Expected attendance is 1,400.
Location of Services: Baldknobbers

Theater, West Hwy. 76, Branson, Missouri.
First Service: Tuesday, October 2, 10

a.m.
Taxes: vary from 5.75 percent to 12

percent.
Michael Blackwell

Breckenridge, Colorado
Even though the Feast has never

been held in Breckenridge before, it has
been a very popular destination for

Feastgoers attending in Keystone. It is a
quaint, picturesque town that is attractive
to shoppers, restaurant-goers and, in the
winter, skiers. 

There is one significant caution to
anyone considering Breckenridge for the
Feast this year. The elevation is 9,600 feet,
making it the highest Colorado Feast site
we have used. Anyone with a heart condi-
tion, lung condition or very high blood
pressure is advised to check with his doctor
before attempting this elevation for eight
days. There is quite a difference in the
effect of 9,600 feet relative to 7,522 at
Estes Park. We want you to come, but we

donÕt want anyone to take unnecessary
risks.

That caution being stated,
Breckenridge is a delightful mountain
town with wonderful facilities, restaurants,
shops and various mountain attractions.
The main street and some other areas have
numerous shops. Restaurants are of good
quality and are abundant and mostly close
by. Since this is the Òin-between seasonÓ in
Breckenridge, many restaurants will offer
two-for-one specials. Closings of shops
and restaurants will be minimal.

Another attractive feature of
Breckenridge is that most housing will be
clustered within a small area, within walk-
ing distance of the meeting hall for most.
There are condos and hotel rooms. Prices
begin at $62. A two-bedroom condo will go
for $123 per night. 

The meeting facilities consist of one
large room with a capacity of 450 to 500
and a second, overflow room holding about
300. Video and audio will be piped in to
this room. The mothersÕ room is located
immediately adjacent to the second room.
Location is at the Village at Breckenridge
(going south, most of the way through
town on the right). 

Recreational attractions in the area
include an indoor swimming pool with
water slides, a mine tour, horseback riding,
indoor ice skating, flyfishing, biking, golf
and much more. 

Breckenridge is approximately an
hour and a half from the Denver
International Airport. Shuttles are avail-
able. Be prepared for 70 degree days and
20 degree nightsÑ60 degrees is a typical
daytime high in early October, but snow

and rather cold weather is a definite
possibility at Feast time.

Location of Services: Ten Mile
and Forest Rooms at the Village at
Breckenridge.

First Service: Monday, October
1, 2001, at 7:30.

Taxes: Just under 11 percent. 
Larry Neff

Corpus Christi, Texas
Corpus Christi, Òthe sparkling

city by the sea,Ó is located on the Gulf
of Mexico in southeast Texas. It is sit-
uated near the Padre Island National
Seashore, the longest white, sandy
beach in the world. 

Local attractions include tours of the
Texas State Aquarium, authentic replica of
Christopher ColumbusÕs Santa Maria and
the aircraft carrier USS Lexington.

Temperatures range from 60 to 90
degrees Fahrenheit (16 to 32 Celsius), with
mid to high humidity.

The Houston Intercontinental Airport
is 215 miles away, and offers connecting
flights to Corpus Christi. A rental car is
advised for this site.

Room rates range from $36 to more
than $90 per night, plus 13 to 15 percent
tax. Condominiums are also available.
Expected attendance is 800.

Location of Services:
Bayfront Plaza Convention Center,
1901 N. Shoreline Drive, Corpus
Christi, Texas.

First Service: Monday,
October 1, 2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Rooms subject to a 13
to 15 percent tax. 

Britton M. Taylor

Escondido (San Diego),
California

The San Diego area will host
the 2001 Feast of Tabernacles at the
California Center for the Arts in
Escondido, California. The California
Center for the Arts in Escondido is a beau-
tiful fixed-seat concert auditorium with an
adjoining museum and park. Escondido is
a northern suburb of San Diego, about 30
minutes north of downtown San Diego and
the Lindbergh International Airport. The
airports in Ontario, and Orange County,
California, are also about one hour away
from the site. 

The Escondido area offers less traffic
congestion and a slower pace than the
busier downtown areas of San Diego.
North San Diego County also offers a vari-
ety of housing options from homes and
condos on the beach to economy proper-
ties. Housing prices range from $44 to
$200 per night.

Available optional activities in the San
Diego area include the world-famous San
Diego Zoo, the Wild Animal Park, Sea
World and Lego Land in nearby Carlsbad.

The Church will host a number of spe-
cial activities for all age groups, including
a Family Day, teen activities, young adultsÕ
activities, seniorsÕ brunch, a Hawaiian
Luau and a special dinner-concert. We are
expecting about 1,100 to attend. Average
temperatures range from highs in the 80s to
evening lows in the 60s.  

Location of Services: California
Center for the Arts Escondido, 340 North
Escondido Blvd., Escondido, California.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes:There is 10 percent room tax
and 7.5 percent sales tax.

Dave Register

Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Nestled amid gently rolling peaks,

Gatlinburg serves as the gateway to the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
You can relax in a peaceful, safe environ-
ment of natural splendor. The Feast occurs
at the most beautiful time of year in the
SmokiesÑa time of vibrant reds and golds
of the fall season. It is a top vacation and
honeymoon spot in the United States.
Temperatures should range from 55 to 80
degrees.

Housing accommodations include
motels, efficiencies, one- to three-bedroom
condominiums and many fully furnished
homes and chalets. Prices range from $35
to $200 per night. Housing tax is 11.5 per-
cent.

Gatlinburg provides a unique range of
dining and entertainment, arts, shopping
and unusual attractions. There are over 100
restaurants where you can enjoy anything
from a pizza to a perfectly done steak, or
even the latest in regional cuisine. After
dinner you can choose live music or the-
ater, dinner shows or dancing. Even
strolling the lively main street throughout
the afternoon or evening is a relaxing plea-
sure. 

You can watch artists and artisans at
their easels and pottery wheels throughout
the vibrant crafts community either in the
galleries downtown or on the eight-mile-
long crafts loop that begins just outside
town.

A large part of what makes Gatlinburg
such a great meeting place is the great out-
doors. The Great Smoky Mountains
National Park sits at your doorstep, offer-
ing 800 square miles of spectacular flora,
fauna and outdoor activity. There are over
900 miles of hiking trails so you can
explore forests, waterfalls and stunning
mountain vistas.

This year we are planning a family day
that will have activities for everyone, an
evening at Dixie Stampede Dinner and
Show, a family dance, an evening of
ÒpickinÕ and grininÕÓ for those who love to
play and listen to bluegrass and country
music, opportunities at Ober Gatlinburg (a
beautiful area in the mountains above
Gatlinburg) and a possible activity at the
brand-new RipleyÕs Aquarium.

Parking may cost $3 to $5 per day.
Anticipated attendance will 1,400.

Come join us for a magnificent spiri-
tual and physical Feast. You are sure to
enjoy this beautiful part of the United
States. 

Gatlinburg is a restricted site. For
those transferring, the possibility exists of
being denied to a second choice.

For additional information about the
Gatlinburg area you may go online at
www.gatlinburg.com.

Location of Services: Gatlinburg
Convention Center, Mills Auditorium, 234
Historic Nature Trail, Gatlinburg,
Tennessee.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m. 

Taxes: Motel tax for the area is 11.5
percent.

Mark Winner
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Great Smoky Mountains National Park near
Gatlinburg, Tennessee (www.nps.gov/grsm)



Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

Historic Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
will be our northeastern United States Site
for the Feast of Tabernacles. Located in
the beautiful rolling hills of south central
Pennsylvania, GettysburgÕs scenic beauty
and rich heritage will make it an excellent
festival location.

Service will be held in the elegant ball-
room of the Eisenhower Inn and Conference
Center (www.eisenhower.com). Attached to
the ballroom by wide, carpeted hallways is
the 203-room inn (hotel) complete with on-
site restaurant, lounge, deli, indoor pool, and
exercise room. Adjacent to the Eisenhower
is the Allstar Family Fun and Sports
Complex (www.allstarpa.com)Ña 70,000-
square-foot indoor recreation facility featur-
ing indoor basketball, volleyball, batting
cages, video arcade, billiards, etc. Also at
the complex are two go-cart tracks, a pad-
dleboat lake, kiddie play area and a picnic
pavilion.

Add to this the solemn significance to
the United States of the events that have
taken place in Gettysburg and we have a
great family site. As our children visit area
battle sites and attractions, they will be
able to learn firsthand the suffering and
destruction that war brings. The need for
the fulfillment of the prophecy Ò...nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, nei-
ther shall they learn war anymore,Ó and
Ò...they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares...Ó (Isaiah 2:4) should come to life
while visiting Gettysburg.

Package tours of the Gettysburg area
and trips via motorcoach to locations such
as Washington D.C., Baltimore, Hershey
(all less than a two-hour drive from the
Eisenhower Inn) are in the planning
stages. The nearest major airports are
found in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania;
Baltimore, Maryland; and Washington
D.C. Information about the Gettysburg
area can be found at www.gettysburg.com
or by writing to the Gettysburg
Convention and Visitors Bureau at 35
Carlisle Street, Gettysburg, PA, 17325 or
by calling them at (717) 334-6274. Church
updates on the Feast at Gettysburg, includ-
ing tours, can be found on the Web at
www.ucgakron.org/ feas t2001.cfm.
Expected attendance is 800.

Location of Services: Eisenhower
Inn & Conference Center, 2634
Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m. 

Tax: 6 percent
Dave Myers

Jekyll Island, Georgia
The Jekyll Island Festival site is

located just off the coast of southern
Georgia. Beautiful beaches, walking, hik-
ing, fishing, golfing, tennis and wildlife
viewing are available. A tour of
MillionairesÕ Village is one of the high-
light attractions. Horseback riding is avail-

able on Jekyll Island and nearby St.
Simons Island.

Temperatures range from 60 to 75
degrees Fahrenheit (16 to 24 degrees
Celsius), with the possibility of rain.
Major airports for arrival and departure are
Savannah, Georgia; Brunswick, Georgia;
and Jacksonville, Florida. A rental car is
advised. There is a toll to enter the island
of $3 per entry. Economy passes are avail-
able.

Room rates vary per night, with
motels costing from $42 to $129 and con-
dominiums from $73 to $278. Rental
homes and cottages are available from $39
to $321 per day.

Expected attendance is 1,200.
Location of Services: Hartley

Auditorium, 1 Beachview Drive, Jekyll
Island, Georgia.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Local tax is 5 percent; state tax
is 6 percent.

Bob Jones 

Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii

The United Church of God will have
the opportunity once again to meet in the
Kauai War Memorial Convention Hall at
Lihue, Kauai, for the Feast of Tabernacles.

Kauai is called the Garden Isle with
good reason! It is the Hawaiian islandsÕ
most lush island, with verdant valleys,
countless waterfalls and rivers and tropical
gardens overflowing with exotic plants
and flowersÑa bounty of stunning color
and beauty.

Kauai has more than 60 lovely beach-
es, from the famous Barking Sands Beach
on the west, to Poipu Beach on the south,
to the beaches of the Na Pali Coast on the
north. Kauai also boasts the wettest place
on earthÑMount WaiÕaleÕaleÑwith 480
inches of rain per year. (ThatÕs only in the
center of the island; the rest of the island
enjoys normal tropical weather.)

On the west side of the island is the
famous Waimea Canyon, labeled by Mark
Twain as the Grand Canyon of the
PacificÑa spectacular sight indeed.

The convention hall in Lihue is an air-
conditioned, theater-style auditorium.
Housing will be available from Princeville
near Hanalei, to KapaÕa, to Lihue, to
Poipu. Prices for most hotel rooms and
condominiums range from $72 to about
$200 per night.

The island of Kauai is located approx-
imately 100 miles from Honolulu. Hourly
flights from Honolulu are available. 

Daily temperatures should be in the
80s Fahrenheit (26 to 31 Celsius).

Expected attendance is about 400.
Location of Services: Kauai War

Memorial Convention Center, Lihue,
Hawaii.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7 p.m.

Taxes: State tax is 6 percent; hotel tax
is 4.17 percent. 

Earl Roemer

Panama City Beach, Florida 

The Edgewater Beach Resort along
the coastline of Panama City Beach will
once again host the Feast of Tabernacles in
Florida for 2001. 

EdgewaterÕs 110-acre gated commu-
nity incorporates an array of activities and
amenities sure to make a successful Feast,
with 11 swimming pools, 12 tennis courts,
11 shuffleboard courts, 4 hot tubs, a tan-
ning salon, gift shop, game arcade and one
full-service restaurant.

A complimentary tram service is
available for transportation across the
resort and to the meeting facility if needed.
Part of the resort rests along the coastline
recently returned to its original splendor
through a $21 million restoration project.
Step back a few yards from the ocean, and
youÕll find yourself on the deck surround-
ing EdgewaterÕs famous Lagoon Pool.
Landscaped islands and several flowing
waterfalls find their way into this 11,000-
square-foot Polynesian-style, free-form
pool, while several whirlpools and reflect-
ing ponds make this tropical area com-
plete.

The other part of the resort, across the
street connected by a 10-foot wide pedes-
trian walkway, houses the meeting facility
and a cluster of luxurious golf villas; a
nine-hole, par-three executive golf course
with nine lakes and several island greens;
a complete clubhouse and pro shop; 12
Plexicushion tennis courts with six lighted
for night play; and also shuffleboard
courts.

Their new health club is a 1,500-
square-foot, state-of-the-art facility that
features everything from cardiovascular
exercise equipment to an aerobics salon to
a massage therapy room. 

Housing: Approximately 70 percent
of the units are oceanfront, which includes
studios, one-, two- and three-bedroom
condominiums. The remaining condos
surround the meeting facility and golf
course. Prices per night throughout
Edgewater Resort will range from: stu-
dios, at $77; one-bedroom, $92 to $118;
two-bedrooms, $102 to $141; and three-
bedrooms, $122 to $185. Long Beach
Resort, a mile away and a part of
Edgewater Resort, provides studios at $70;
one-bedroom at $98; two-bedrooms at
$124, and three-bedrooms at $151.
Economy housing accommodations will
also be provided nearby and oceanfront.
These economy properties will range from
$22.50 to $60.50 per night. Most of these
are efficiencies, with some having full
kitchens. 

Special Considerations: This will be a
restricted site with anticipated attendance
near 1,700. There is a possibility some
requests will be denied. Do not make trav-
el arrangements to this site until notifica-
tion of approval at Sabbath services on
May 12. 

The long-term success of this site
depends on members only using the hous-

ing listed in our housing brochure. The
low price for the meeting facility saved the
Church thousands of dollars last year and
Edgewater Resort is trusting the coopera-
tion of our members to use the housing
listed in our brochure. Some condos in the
area may be less expensive, but the rates at
Edgewater are comparable and of depend-
able quality. 

For more information, check out
www.edgewaterbeachresort.com.

Location of Services: Edgewater
Beach Resort, 11212 Front Beach Road,
Panama City Beach, Florida.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: 11.1 percent.
Harold Rhodes

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Spectacular autumn colors, unique

sandstone formations,  enormous indoor
water parks, go-cart racing and riding the
famous amphibious ÒDucksÓÑall this and
more is what makes the Wisconsin Dells a
great Festival site for the entire family.

Services will be held at the beautiful
Crystal Grand Music Theater. This modern
facility seats 1,900 people and is ideal for
lingering conversations and fellowship.
Free parking is conveniently located next
to the facility.

The Dells offers a large variety of
housing including ultra-modern theme
resorts with elaborate indoor water parks.
There are also homes and cottages avail-
able for rent on lakes, rivers or in the
woods. Condominiums are available in
various price ranges. Motels are very rea-
sonably priced as well. Several facilities
offer large indoor water parks and
whirlpool suites so ask about them when
making reservations. All establishments
require a housing deposit and cancellation
policies vary so ask about them when call-
ing for reservations.

Wisconsin Dells is a unique site in its
family atmosphere and accessibility. Most
accommodations are within a few min-
utesÕ drive of the Crystal Grand Music
Theater as well as dozens of attractions
and quaint shops. 

The Madison, Wisconsin, airport is an
hourÕs drive from the Dells. The
Milwaukee airport is two hours away and
ChicagoÕs OÕHare airport is three hours by
car. The weather during the Feast can vary
from beautiful fall weather to the possibil-
ity of colder autumn temperatures.
Additional information regarding the
Wisconsin Dells Feast site and surround-
ing area can be found on the Web at
www.ucg-beloit.org/dells.htm. Expected
attendance is 900. 

Location of Services: Crystal Grand
Music Theater, Route 23, (half-mile east
of I-90), Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.

First Service: Monday, October 1,
2001, at 7:30 p.m.

Taxes: Local tax is 5.5 percent and
hotel tax is 11 percent.

Steve Nutzman

United News  March/April 2001  13

Feast of Tabernacles 2001



14 United News March/April 2001

The Passover and Days of
Unleavened Bread are upon

us again. WeÕre an
experienced, seasoned

Church. Will we merely glide
through the familiar

ceremony on Passover night
and slip into the pleasant

routine of the festivalÑor will
we be renewed with the vigor

our calling beckons?

by Cecil E. Maranville

An 85-year-old member of the con-
gregation urged, ÒLet me tackle that job!
IÕve been a part of this work for 45 years,
and IÕm not about to quit now!Ó

This octogenarian was indeed a mem-
berÑof the Old Testament congregation
of God. Many of you will recognize his
name, but perhaps not his entire story. He
was Caleb, one of those sent by Moses to
survey the land of Canaan.

Only a little over a year after they had
realized the impossible, being snatched
from certain death at the hands of a well-
armed force of Egyptians by crossing the
Red Sea, IsraelÕs 12 tribes were in position
to take the land God had promised to them.
HereÕs where we meet Caleb. 

History Changes Course
Numbers 13 recounts that Moses

chose one proven leader from each of the
12 tribes. Caleb was the 40-year-old chief
who represented the tribe of Judah. The
only other person we would recognize
was Hosea the Ephraimite. (You know
him by the name Moses gave to himÑ
Joshua!) Presumably each scout was
selected on the basis of the skills needed
to conduct his important mission success-
fully. 

Much was riding on their effective-
ness. God had guaranteed them the landÑ
that was why He had brought them out of
Egypt, to bring them into Canaan.
However, the Canaanites werenÕt about to
give up their homes, their lands, their
crops or their gods to this band of nomads.
Neither was God going to give the land to
the Israelites without work, lest they not
appreciate it. 

The elite squad conducted their dan-
gerous task, covertly surveying the land. It
truly was Òflowing with milk and
honeyÓÑa rich, ideal home for the mil-
lions of Israelite refugees. But it was also
moreÉ The team witnessed how deeply
entrenched the mountain dwellers were.
They saw the well-armed tribes with
implements of war. 

So 10 out of 12 of the advance squad
reported their appraisal: ItÕs impossible to
take the land. Pandemonium broke out in
the assembled Israelites. Before the con-
gregation turned into a mob, one man
stood to quiet themÑCaleb. Gesturing for
quiet, he contradicted the majority opinion
with his positive assessment: We can make
it! We can take the land!

Then the 10 delivered the final blow
to the 12 tribesÕ already shaken confi-
dence. The physical size and strength of
some of the Canaanites dwarf us like a
man dwarfs a grasshopper, they said. An
already uneasy crowd turned into a
mob. Shouting and wailing gave way to
ugly rebellion, threatening a return to
Egypt. 

Caleb, along with Joshua, again quiet-
ed them and testified that their 10 com-
radesÕ conclusion was wrong, because of
the one factor they overlookedÑGod. God
brought us here to give us the land. His
blessing gives us the edge over the greater
training, the better battle positions and the
superior size of the people of the land. Our
faith must not fail! This is the promised
land.

Caleb and Joshua could not stem the
uprising. ThatÕs when the One the people
forgot stepped in. God changed the course
of IsraelÕs history, returning them to wan-
der in the wilderness where all the people
over 20 years of age would die, except for
two men who caught GodÕs eyeÑCaleb
and Joshua.

Joshua also caught MosesÕ eye. Moses
made him his adjutant, and, under GodÕs
direction, ordained him as his successor to
lead Israel into Canaan.

Pattern for Christians
JoshuaÕs calling was a type of Christ,

who will lead us into the Kingdom
(Hebrews 4:8Ð9). Even his name,
ÒJoshuaÓ (variant of ÒJesusÓ) foreshad-
owed the Messiah. 

God supernaturally called us out of
the world, inviting us to become His peo-
ple. Through repentance and faith,
accompanied by baptism, we were freed
from the slavery of the sin into which our
worldly tainted natures led us. God
brought us out of the present evil world,
intending to bring us into the world to
come. 

It is His Ògood pleasure to give you
the Kingdom,Ó Christ said. The Kingdom
is our promised land. We, like Israel
poised to enter Canaan, learn, ÒWe must
through many tribulations enter the
Kingdom of GodÓ (Acts 14:22). IsraelÕs
experience parallels the Christian calling
and the taking of the Kingdom by force
(Matthew 11:12).

Our spiritual journey isnÕt complete
until Jesus Christ leads us as spirit-born
sons and daughters of God into the

Kingdom. We must resist the discouraging
voices and circumstances that threaten to
overwhelm us with a sense of doom.
Instead, we must hear the courageous
voices of the ÒCalebs and JoshuasÓ among
us. 

No Time to Retire
God directed Moses to promise a

segment of Canaan to Caleb: ÒAnd to him
and his children I am giving the land on
which he walked, because he wholly fol-
lowed the LORDÓ (Deuteronomy 1:36). 

So after 45 years, after Joshua had
brilliantly led an organized and seasoned
Israelite army to conquer most of Canaan,
CalebÕs name resurfaces in Joshua 14. At
GodÕs order, Joshua apportioned the land
to the respective tribes as their Òinheri-
tance.Ó When Christians are poised to
enter the Kingdom, Christ will say,
ÒCome, you blessed of My Father, inher-
it the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the worldÓ (Matthew
25:34). 

At this historic moment, Caleb
stepped forward to remind Joshua of
GodÕs promise, which was publicly recited
by Moses. ÒYou know the word which the
LORD said to MosesÉ. [He] swore on that
day, saying, ÔSurely the land where your
foot has trodden shall be your inheritance
and your childrenÕs forever, because you
have wholly followed the LORD my GodÓ
(Joshua 14:6, 9). 

Do we have the heart of
Caleb? Will we continue

the Christian fight
until the last giant is

slain and the last
fortress falls?

In essence, he said, ÒLet me continue
the work IÕve been given.Ó There was no
demand, no puffing. Despite his lengthy
service in GodÕs work, Caleb remained
humble. He downplayed his heroism, say-
ing that when he stood against the majori-
ty opinion of his fellow spies, he simply
spoke what was in his heart (verse 7). He
believed God. It was as simple as thatÑ
simple to say, but not easy to do or to
maintain.

What a figure he must have been,
standing there at 85 years of age, older by
20 years than other Israelites except
Joshua! Far from the weakness that besets
many by his age, Caleb was still ready for
war when he was 85! In his words, ÒI am
this day, eighty-five years oldÉ. I am as
strong this day as on the day that Moses
sent me; just as my strength was then, so

now is my strength for warÓ (verses
10Ð11).

Endure to End, Not Coast
Across Finish Line

Was he asking to retire finally, claim-
ing his inheritance and expecting Joshua to
hand him a comfortable section of peace-
ful land? Hardly! In essence he said,
ÒRemember that mountain where the
giants live in their highly fortified cities?
Give that to me, and I will lead the troops
personally to clean them out and live in
their territory!Ó

He did not assume his experience
diminished his part in the crusade to take
the land by force. Rather, he believed that
his longevity obligated him to set the pace.
And set the pace he did!

Yet he had not forgotten the lesson he
so eloquently voiced to IsraelÕs tribes 45
years earlier. Yes, he still had to fight, and
yes, he was filled with confidence that the
battle could be won. His confidence didnÕt
come from his long experience in the work
of God. It came from the faith that, if God
were with him, the battle would be won.

ÒNow therefore, give me this moun-
tain of which the LORD spoke in that day;
for you heard in that day how the Anakim
[giants] were there, and that the cities were
great and fortified. It may be that the LORD

will be with me, and I shall be able to drive
them out as the LORD saidÓ (verse 12).

Caleb, the colorful general, led his
clan into battle again, vanquished the
giants from their embattlements and cap-
tured their principal city, Hebron. 

What an outstanding example Caleb
set for Christians who have long soldiered
in the work of God today. There was no
retiring from the work, so long as he drew
breath! There was no diminution of faith,
even after more than 40 years of fighting
the fight!

Soon we will be privileged to partici-
pate in the sober Passover memorial of the
death of our Redeemer, the same God who
led Israel from Egypt (1 Corinthians
10:1Ð4). By ChristÕs death, we were freed
from the slavery of sin. Following the
memorial of the Passover, we will cele-
brate joyously the festival of living spiritu-
ally unleavened lives. That feast stands as
an eternal reminder that freedom begun at
baptism is only the beginning, that the
Christian journey is then begun, a trek that
will end only when we have finally
entered the promised land.

ChristÕs death freed us, took us out
from under the penalty of sin, so that He
could lead us into the promised Kingdom
of God. ÒHe who endures to the end shall
be saved,Ó said our ÒJoshuaÓ (Matthew
24:13). 

Do we have the heart of Caleb? Will
we continue the Christian fight until the last
giant is slain and the last fortress falls? UNUN

85 and Still Kicking!
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Canton Puts on January
Beach Party

The calendar may have said late
January, but the atmosphere was pure
summer at the ÒBeach Party SocialÓ
enjoyed by brethren of the Canton, Ohio,
congregation January 27.

Hall decorations (including wading
pools enjoyed by the youngest!) helped
those attending forget that it was snowing
lightly outside.

After Sabbath services a barbecue
potluck meal started the evening on the
right note. 

This was followed by 10 acts in the
Canton Variety Show 2001, and the
evening was topped off by everyoneÕs

favorite board and card games.
Gary Summers and Doug Johnson

Mansfield Has Sabbath of
Appreciation

The Mansfield, Ohio, congregation
held a Sabbath of Thanks-
giving Celebration November
18, 2000, in appreciation for
the ministry and all those who
serve.

Each year for the last few
years the congregation has had
a ministry appreciation
Sabbath similar to the idea
James Dobson has written
about. 

Generally the Sabbath has
been set aside in the month of
October, but because of the

Feast of Tabernacles schedule this year, we
postponed it till November 18 and called it
a Sabbath of Thanksgiving Celebration.

Regina Wilson
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Births

Jesse and Celeste (Gueller)
Hirschler of Beatrice, Nebraska, are
proud to announce the birth of their
daughter, Laura Celeste. Born
December 27, 2000, she was 9
pounds and 201/2 inches long.
Orlando, 18 months, is the proud

and helpful big brother. Laura is the
fifth new addition to the Omaha,
Nebraska, congregation since
August. Grandparents are Gordon
and Janice Gueller of Rugby, North
Dakota, and Kay Hirschler of
Aurora, Missouri.

Weddings

Gary F. Burke and Jennifer D.
Corn were joined in matrimony on
January 5, 2001, in a civil ceremony
at Moreno Valley, California. Mr.
and Mrs. Burke reside in Riverside,
California, and attend the Loma
Linda congregation of United
Church of God. 

Gary Burke is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Guy L. Burke who attend
United Church of God in Lawton,
Oklahoma. His maternal grandpar-

ents, Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Conley, are
members of the Amarillo, Texas,
congregation of UCG. Jennifer is the
daughter of Yolanda Corn of

Corona, California, and Peter Corn
of Hollister, California. The couple
hosted family and friends in a recep-
tion at Corona February 18.

Anniversaries
Sy and Lanelle Mack of

Tucson, Arizona, celebrated their
golden anniversary after services
December 23, 2000. The Macks
were married December 23, 1950, in
San Saba, Texas. 

The celebration and buffet was

organized and prepared by their
family: Marilyn Mack and her
daughters Emelina and Lana of
Tucson; and Tom and Michelle
(Mack) Landess and their daughters
Ellen, Leslie and Melissa of
Soldotna, Alaska. Family members
and friends paid tribute to the Macks
with remembrances, funny stories
and special music.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fulton
of Tucson, Arizona, were honored
after services December 30, 2000,
for their 55 years of marriage. A flo-
ral arrangement was presented to the

couple by Steve Buchanan before
finger foods, cake and punch were
served. As brethren sang ÒHappy
Anniversary,Ó the Fultons joined in
to sing to each other. Charles and
Ioline were married December 27,
1945, in Kansas.

Obituaries
Lucy Albertson Barnes, 77, of

Republic, Missouri, died January 27,
2001, from complications of pneu-
monia.

Lucy was baptized in Houston,

Texas, in 1960. She was married to
Millard Barnes of Tulsa, Oklahoma,
in 1966 and enjoyed a wonderful

marriage and friendship until a seri-
ous illness resulted in MillardÕs
untimely death. She was ordained a
deaconess in 1968, moved to
Pasadena, California, in 1972 to
become Brian KnowlesÕ secretary
and later became the private execu-
tive secretary to the late Herbert W.
Armstong. She moved back to
Houston in the late 1970s where she
lived until her move to Republic in
April 2000, becoming a member of
the Springfield, Missouri, congrega-
tion. Lucy was a faithful and dedi-
cated servant, beloved friend and
example to all who knew her. She
was known for her graciousness,
kindness, caring, love and true femi-
ninity.

Survivors include two sisters,
Margaret Fuller and Mildred Young
of Republic, and one brother,
Maynard Albertson of Spring Valley,
California. Funeral services were
conducted in Houston by Kenneth
Giese on February 1.

Grace G. Kramer, 97, of
Phillipsburg, New Jersey, died
December 15, 2000, in her home.
She was a member of the Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, congregation.

Born February 26, 1903, she
was a daughter of the late Arthur J.
and Mary Parr Gardner.

She is survived by four daugh-
ters, Elizabeth J. Evans, Lorraine L.
Kunkel, Nancy C. Kramer and
Helena M. Briglia; a sister; 15
grandchildren; and 14 great-grand-
children.

Grace had been baptized three
years earlier by her son-in-law,
George H. Evans, an elder and hus-
band of Elizabeth, who attend in
Bethlehem. Her daughter Nancy,
who had been caring for her at home
for the past several years, attends in
Bethlehem as well.

Also included in the survivors

are her grandson, David H. Evans,
an elder serving in Ministerial
Services, his wife, Marguerite, and
their daughter, Briana, all of whom
attend in Cincinnati, Ohio.

A private graveside service was
conducted by George Evans.

AnnouncementsÉ

Grace G. Kramer

Laura Celeste Hirschler with big
brother Orlando

Sy and Lanelle Mack

Charles and Ioline Fulton

Jennifer and Gary Burke

Natalie Thouvenin relaxes in her beach
chair at the Canton Beach Party Social

(photo by Rhonda Richmond)

Mansfield appreciates ministry: Art and Rilla Morris, Janel
and Doug Johnson (pastor) and Marsha and Joe Horton

(photo by Joy Janosko)

Lucy Albertson Barnes

Local Church UpdatesÉ
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Council of Elders to Meet
With CGCF Board

The Council of Elders is scheduled to
meet with the executive board of the Church
of God, a Christian Fellowship, March 12 in
the Cincinnati, Ohio, area. After this meeting,
the Council will continue with its regular
quarterly meeting at the home office. 

Also, plans are being finalized for the
General Conference of Elders meetings set
for May 6 and 7, with international ministers
who are employed by the Church being
brought in for a two-day mini conference
before the GCE starts.

Reports on the meetings are sched-
uled to appear in the May United News,
which will go to press after the GCE.
Reports will be posted on the Web at
www.ucg.org/a/council/council.htm.

Church Encourages More
Local Preteen Camps
To better serve the preteens in the

United States, Ministerial Services is
encouaging pastors and local congregations
to organize preteen camps. In February
Richard Pinelli, operation manager of
Ministerial Services, sent a memo to U.S.
pastors explaining the need and suggesting
procedures for organizing these camps. Here
are excerpts of the memo:

ÒUCGIA has appreciated the need for
young people to get together to have fun,
meet peers and connect with the work of the
Church. For this reason we have sponsored
summer camps since our inception. Last year
over 1,200 people were involved in our
United Youth Camp Program....

ÒIdeally, summer camp is designed for
junior high and high school aged teens....

ÒWe feel that we could better serve [the
preteen] age group through regional preteen
camps. Therefore, the next stage of our pro-
gram plan is to create more preteen camps in
each of our U.S. regions. These camps would
be of a shorter duration and with greater
parental involvement than our teen camps.

ÒLast year we had over 350 preteens
attending camps all over the U.S. The camps
we looked at all ran from two to four days
and fell into three categories: 

Ò1. A family campout setting with sever-
al tents in a public or private camping area
housing the families involved. Special activi-
ties were scheduled for the younger children
by the parents.

Ò2. A larger scale campout on a mem-
berÕs property. Atent city is erected and activ-
ities organized by parents and other volun-
teers to serve the younger children.

Ò3. A private camp facility is rented and
used much the same way as in our teen
camps. Parents and other members make up
the volunteer staff....

ÒSuggested procedure for all preteen
camps:

Ò1. Pastors who wish to organize a pre-
teen camp obtain permission from
Ministerial Services. You will then be direct-
ed to a camp team member for guidance.

Ò2. The United Youth Camp Team will
produce a set of guidelines and suggestions
for those who would like to organize a pre-
teen camp, identifying the key areas of orga-
nization, safety concerns and liability.

Ò3. The United Youth Camp Team will
act as a resource for preteen camp directors.

Ò4. Camps should be ÔlocalÕ as opposed
to ÔregionalÕ with the staff being composed
mostly of the parents of the children
involved.

Ò5. Preteen camps should be limited to
three nights/four days maximum. This keeps
them from needing to fulfill the stringent
ACA guidelines that apply to our week-long
teen camps.

Ò6. Age range limited to 6 to 12 years
old.

Ò7. No subsidy from the home office
should be given since subsidy increases lia-
bility.Ó

If you are interested in helping with a
preteen camp in your area, please contact
your pastor or the pastor in your area who is
organizing a camp.

Isle of Man Holds AGM
On January 27 the United Church of

God, Isle of Man, held its sixth annual gener-
al meeting (AGM). Chairman Paul Spenser
reported on a very positive year for the
Church. The Church enjoyed a year of stabil-
ity, peace, unity and remarkable growth in the
Isle of ManÕs mailing list. The year started
with the mailing list being 46 and ended with
88! Two quarter-page ads advertising Does
God Exist? plus a half-page ad advertising
the British Isles-sponsored World Tomorrow
radio program and The Good News were
placed in a local free paper. 

At a previous general meeting it had
been suggested to try direct mail, taking
names from the phone book and sending out
Good News brochures. From about 1,800

sent out by members, we had 28 responses.
A budget was proposed for 2001 to meet

the costs for ministerial visits, hall rent, direct
mail (a further 5,000 brochures to be sent out
this year) plus advertisements in a local paper
and in the in-flight magazine of Manx
Airlines. With these we hope to double the
mailing list. Once again all Holy Day offer-
ings are to be sent to the British office for the
stated purpose of preaching the gospel, along
with all surplus funds.

The Church Council (Paul Spenser,
chairman; Steven Green, treasurer; and
David Payne, secretary) was reelected for a
further 12 months.

Paul Spenser

Container for Guatemala
to Help in El Salvador
After many months of hard work by

dozens of Church members across the United
States, the container full of donations for the
brethren in Guatemala finally arrived
February 13 (see February issue, page 5). 

But even with the best-laid plans, inter-
national shipping can be tricky. First the
paperwork was lost, then customs officials
threatened to charge $7,000 in taxes, despite
the assurances of the shipping company that
there would be no fees for a charity shipment.

After negotiating with them, changing
the paperwork and a lot of other fancy foot-
work, nothing was working. So Saul
Langarica, the pastor in Guatemala, talked to
the shipping company about sending the con-
tainer on to El Salvador. The company told
him that he could forward it on for only a few
hundred dollars, and because of the earth-
quake, El Salvador had lifted all restrictions
and taxes to expedite help to the quake vic-
tims. So the decision was made to donate it to
the United Church of God in El Salvador.

The brethren Òagreed that our brethren
there need the help much more than we in
Guatemala. Therefore, please do not worry
about us here,Ó said Mr. Langarica. 

The brethren in Guatemala should be
able to receive some of the shipment, such
as the dental and medical equipment.

Belinda McCloud
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WhatÕs New 
on the Web?

¥ Listen to Real Audio files of
the Good News radio program.
The program is now airing in
Sacramento, California, on KFBK,
1530 AM, on Thursdays at 3 a.m.
PST. For complete radio log see:

http://www.ucg.org/radio

¥ Listen to the streaming video or
audio sermon titled ÒWhere Do
You Live?Ó by Bill Bradford.
Download versions available on
the sermon video page.

http://www.ucg.org/RealAud

¥ A new German booklet,
Lebendiger Glaube (You Can Have
Living Faith), is now available in
PDF (188K) format on the German
literature page.

http://www.ucg.org/
html/deutsch.shtml

¥ The March Virtual Christian
Magazine is available.

http://vcmagazine.org

¥ Visit the deaf and hard of hear-
ing section to see some photographs
of activities at the Feast 2000 in
Bend, Oregon.

http://www.ucg.org/deafhh/

¥ Ambassador Bible Center stu-
dents participate in group studies
of the Psalms. View new photo-
graphs in our ABC section.

http://www.ucg.org/abc

¥ Check out the local multimedia
efforts by United congregations:
Tomorrow television by Portland,
Oregon; Good News television by
Beloit, Wisconsin; World News and
Prophecy radio by Donald Ward;
and The World Tomorrow on MANX
radio on the Isle of Man.

http://www.ucg.org/
a/localc/multimedia.htm

¥ Regular updates from the presi-
dent and home office staff, plus
news of the work United is doing,
are posted on our news page.

http://www.ucg.org/a/news/
news.htm

If you have any questions or
comments, please contact:

webmaster@ucg.org

News at a GlanceÉ


