
Pastoral Transfers Set 
for This Summer

The following ministerial trans-
fers are set to take place over the 
coming summer months.

Clyde and Dee Kilough will be 
moving to Raleigh, North Caro-
lina. Mr. Kilough will pastor the 
Raleigh congregation, which has 
averaged more than 100 in atten-
dance, along with the smaller 
Jacksonville, North Carolina, 
congregation. Both these con-
gregations have been pastored 
by David Mills who will remain 
where he lives and will continue to 
oversee the Asheboro and Char-
lotte, North Carolina, congrega-
tions.

Jim and Sharron Franks will be 
moving to Austin, Texas. He will 
become pastor of Austin as well as 
congregations in Waco and Cole-
man, Texas. Austin and Waco have 
been linked with San Antonio, 
Texas, with Gary Petty as pastor. 
Gary Petty will continue to be 
pastor in San Antonio. Coleman 
was linked to Fort Worth and now 
Britt Taylor will be pastor of Fort 
Worth only.

David and Linda Register will 
be moving to the Redding, Cali-
fornia, area where he will oversee 
the Red Bluff and Eureka congre-
gations. Jim Chapman has been 
caring for that area since the early 
part of this year.

Larry and Judy Salyer will be 
moving to the Texarkana, Texas, 
and Ruston, Louisiana, congrega-
tions. These congregations were 
linked to East Texas (Big Sandy) 
under Ken Treybig.

Roy Holladay

WNP Seminars 
Present Timely 
Topics in Canada
by Darris McNeely

Robin Webber and Darris 
McNeely conducted separate 
World News and Prophecy semi-
nars April 24 and 25 in Calgary 
and Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. 
The meetings were well attended 
by UCG members and Good News 
magazine subscribers. 

Topics covered were “Europe: A 
Rising Superpower,” “Prophetic 
Decline and Fall of Nations” and 
“Who Are the Two Witnesses?” A 
total of 19 new individuals attend-
ed both seminars.

In Edmonton members were 
encouraged by the topics and the 
excitement generated by the semi-
nars. Edmonton pastor Robert Ber-
endt commented that one elderly 
lady of 88 years of age brought her 
Bible and obviously has been dili-
gent in her studies. She was enthusi-
astic and had questions to ask. She 
had no criticisms, but wanted to 
know the biblical truths.

Calgary pastor Rainer Salomaa 
passed along one comment from 
a recently baptized member. She 
wrote, “What a wonderful day yes-
terday was! Every time I think of 
the service and the seminar I smile 
from ear to ear. I’m so grateful I 
was able to make it.”

Canada has hosted four World 
News and Prophecy seminars 
since last September. Members 
have commented on the balanced 
approach and the timely topics 
presented. The support of the 
Canadian national office in mak-
ing these seminars available is very 
much appreciated. 

We pray the seeds sown will bear 
fruit for the congregations.  UN 

Darris McNeely is the manag-
ing editor for World News and 
Prophecy.

ABC Class of 2010 Graduates
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■ On June 1 the home 
office welcomed a new 
media producer and a 
Russian translator to 
the team. 
by Elizabeth Cannon

The Media and Communi-
cations Services department 
recently hired Jamie Schreiber 
and Natasha Weatherhead as 
full-time employees at the home 
office.

An Addition to the Media 
Production Team

Jamie Schreiber was  hired as 
associate media producer and 
will work alongside Clay Thorn-
ton, Clint Porter and Rudy Ran-

gel. His duties will include editing 
sermon videos and Beyond Today 
material as well as creating stand-
alone productions, field shooting, 
duplication and equipment main-
tenance. Mr. Schreiber officially 
took on his new responsibilities at 
the home office on June 1.

Mr. Schreiber attended college 
in Minnesota where he earned a 
degree in digital video and media 
production. After graduating, he 
worked as the municipal video pro-
duction coordinator in Roseville, 

ABC students and faculty celebrate the end of the school year at the home office (photo by Elizabeth Cannon)

Home Office Hires Two New Employees

See “New Hires,” page 6

■ The 11th class of Ambassador 
Bible Center graduated on Sunday, 
May 16, at the home office.
by Whitney Smith

A total of 40 students were recognized for their 
diligence and dedication to learning God’s Word 
for nine months at the 2010 Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter graduation on Sunday, May 16. Beautiful floral 
decorations and excited smiles filled the room as the 
11th ABC class completed the final event of the year 
together, alongside family and friends. 

Matthew Miller, student body president, and 
David Register, director of Education Programs, 
gave inspiring messages that instructed the class to 
remember the amazing journey they had completed 

as they now go out into the world beyond the ABC 
classroom. As the ABC chorale took the stage for the 
last time, they joined together in singing “Canon of 
Praise” and “Harvest of Praise” under the direction 
of Ken Shoemaker. 

The presentation of certificates was preceded by 
a presentation of two awards given annually. The 
Ambassador Award of Excellence recognized three 
students for their outstanding example of godly char-
acter over the nine months: Daryn Campbell, Megan 
Brown and Brandon Krueger. 

The Council of Elders Service Award was present-
ed to Anna Helterbrand and Caleb Creech for their 
dedication to serving their classmates, the commu-
nity and the Church. 

Gabriel Vautour, a Canadian student who was 
unable to complete the year due to visa difficulties, 

See “ABC,” page 6

United Statistics
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by Jason Lovelady

Buried in 
the first few 
chapters of 
1 Chronicles 
is a memo-
rable verse 
that speaks 
well of the 
sons of Ash-
er: “All these 

were the children of Asher, heads 
of their fathers’ houses, choice 
men, mighty men of valor, chief 
leaders. And they were recorded 
by genealogies among the army 
fit for battle; their number was 
twenty-six thousand” (1 Chroni-
cles 7:40).

What an admirable description of 
Asher’s sons —“choice men, mighty 
men of valor, chief leaders.”  

The Hebrew word for choice used 
in this verse is barar. It can be trans-
lated “to choose,” “to purify,” “to 
select” or “to purge out.” Depending 
on the context, this word can also 
be used to describe a person that is 
pious, good, honest, true and just.

What made these sons of Asher 
“choice men” was their character. 
They were “choice men” of charac-
ter. As Christians, we recognize that 
the values and beliefs that make up 
our character must be based on the 
spiritual foundation found in God’s 
Word and law.

One of the blessings that God 
has given us is that we do know and 
understand the standard by which 
we should live. We do recognize 
that there are absolutes in life and 
that there is right and wrong. Godly 
character is living our lives by those 
spiritual principles and laws that are 

found in God’s Word and modeled 
perfectly by Jesus Christ. 

One of the reasons the phrase 
“choice men” resonates with me in 
the context of being men and wom-
en of character is that character, in 
essence, is either built up or torn 
down by the choices we make daily.

Are we “choice men and women 
of God”?  Do we consistently make 
good, right, ethical choices of char-
acter?  

Being “choice men and women 
of character” demands courage to 
make those tough, difficult and 
hard choices in life. One of my 
favorite quotes on character is by 
Helen Keller: “Character cannot be 
developed in ease and quiet. Only 
through experience of trial and suf-
fering can the soul be strengthened, 
vision cleared, ambition inspired, 
and success achieved.”  

God desires and hopes that 
all of us will become choice men 
and women of character, and yet 
He leaves the choice up to us: “I 
call heaven and earth as witnesses 
today against you, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing; therefore choose life, 
that both you and your descen-
dants may live; that you may love 
the Lord your God, that you may 
obey His voice, and that you may 
cling Him, for He is your life and 
the length of your days; and that 
you may dwell in the land which 
the Lord swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give 
them” (Deuteronomy 30:19-20).

Let’s all strive to become choice 
men and women of godly charac-
ter.  UN 

Jason Lovelady is treasurer of the 
United Church of God.
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ABC Applications Still 
Being Accepted

Ambassador Bible Center is still 
accepting applications for the 2010-
2011 school year. The deadline for 
applications is July 23, 2010.

ABC is a once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience that can change your life! 
You will learn the knowledge of 
God’s Word from Genesis to Rev-
elation and build wonderful, lifelong 
relationships! Many of the recently 
graduated ABC students of the class 
of 2010 said they wished everyone 
would be able to attend ABC. 

We accept students aged 18 to 80. 
Please download your application 
from http://abc.ucg.org and send it 
in as soon as possible to the home 
office to reserve your place in the 
class of 2011.  

We look forward to receiving your 
application soon!

Gary Antion

WNP Goes to Six Issues
During the February Council 

of Elders meetings it was reported 
that the budget for 2010-2011 would 
include reducing print and postage 
costs by just over $500,000. One 
way to accomplish this reduction in 
costs is changing the frequency of 
World News and Prophecy from 10 
issues per year to six. 

The format and article content of 
the magazine will remain the same; 
however, the magazine will be pub-
lished bimonthly beginning with 
the July-August issue.

Elizabeth Cannon

Feast of Tabernacles 
Site Updates

The Feast sites in Barbados and 
Portugal have both reached capacity 
and are closed to further transfers.

New Feast Site in 
Malaysia Confirmed

We are pleased to announce Mal-
acca, Malaysia, as a new Feast site 
for 2010, replacing the Bangkok and 
Singapore Feast sites. This historical 
city is a fascinating mixture of Chi-
nese, Islamic and European cultures. 
It was one of Asia’s greatest trading 
ports and is still a major tourist des-
tination in Malaysia.

The venue for the Feast will be the 
Mahkota Hotel Melaka, a mid-range 
apartment hotel in central Malacca. 
Group meals and activities are being 
organized. Brethren from Indonesia, 

See “News at a Glance,” page 12
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Most of Mike Blackwell’s life has been spent in 
the Church of God. He attended his first Feast 
of Tabernacles in 1953 when he was 7 years old. 
Following graduation from Imperial Schools in 
Big Sandy, Texas, in 1964, Mr. Blackwell attend-
ed Ambassador College in Pasadena from 1964 
to 1968. He was baptized in November of 1964. 

Four months after graduation his wife, Car-
ol, and he were married. God blessed them 
with two wonderful children, Jonathan and 
Rebecca. He has since blessed them with a 
fine son-in-law, Chris Thomas, and a grand-
son, Michael Lee, who have added much joy 
to their lives.     

After graduation, Mr. Blackwell worked for 
the Church in Pasadena in various areas. In 1981 
he was reassigned to the field ministry serving 
in Ohio twice and also in North Dakota and 
Minnesota. He currently pastors congregations 
in Joplin and Springfield, Missouri, and Harri-
son, Arkansas. He also coordinates the Branson 
Feast site and serves at Pinecrest United Youth 
Camp. Mr. Blackwell says he loves working with 
God’s people, young and old.

Witnessing the challenges, difficulties and 
growth of the Church of God over a period of 
50-plus years has influenced his life. “Seeing and 
experiencing God’s patience and great mercy per-
sonally has taught me much about God’s great 
love and concern. God is very concerned about 
His work, but is also intent that we learn to sur-
render to Him and seek His will in every facet of 
our lives.”

Mr. Blackwell has had many opportunities 
to serve God’s people and has come to really 
enjoy serving and helping. He personally feels 
that humble, submissive service to God and His 
people is one of the greatest opportunities He 
gives any of us. He would like to see all of our 
brethren get more involved in serving as part of 
the Church. 

Having been part of the Church for 57 years, 
and having served in many areas, He never 
anticipated being on the Council. “It will be a 
learning experience and a big responsibility I 
face with some trepidation. It presents my wife 
and me with a new opportunity to serve in the 
work of our great God. We all very much need 

your prayers for wisdom, guidance and discern-
ment!”

“I would encourage each of us as members 
of the Body of Christ to carefully consider and 
practice the instructions to Christians in Philip-
pians 2:3-5 in every facet of our lives. If we did 
this, we would be surprised—even shocked—at 
what God would be able to accomplish.”  UN

Continued from page 1
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Mike and Carol Blackwell

Profile: New Council Member Mike Blackwell



UCG–Germany 
Webcasts First Service

The United Church of God in 
Germany offered a webcast of a 
Sabbath service for the first time 
on May 1. The webcast took place 
in the Darmstadt congregation 
where Paul Kieffer gave the main 
sermon. Members from three 
other congregations and a couple 
from South Africa were online to 
hear the service.

Jesmina Allaoua

Canadian National 
Council Adds Two

At the Annual General Confer-
ence conducted in March two new 
men were added to the Canadian 
Council. Garry Lucas is an elder 
attending the Toronto, Ontario, 
congregation and living in Barrie, 
Ontario. Mr. Lucas is retired and 
is an enthusiastic pianist for Sab-
bath services. Ellsworth Stanley 
is from St. Johns, Newfoundland. 
He is a retired teacher who has 
spent challenging assignments at 
Sachs Harbour in the Arctic.

Jamaican Brethren 
Safe After Unrest

The brethren in Jamaica are 
deeply appreciative of the con-
cerns expressed by their breth-
ren from other areas regarding 
the current unrest in sections of 
the capital city of Kingston. On 
May 23, 2010, violence broke out 
as a result of complications in the 
extradition of alleged drug lord 
Christopher Coke. Thankfully, 
none of the Jamaican brethren 
live in or near the geographical 
areas where the major disturbanc-
es took place.

Some were unable to go to work 
for two days or were obliged to 
leave work early, primarily as a 
precautionary measure. As of 
May 27, 2010, the affected areas 
of the city are slowly getting back 
to normal. 

Those planning to attend the 
Feast in Jamaica should feel no 
need to consider canceling their 
plans, as the Feast site is located 
over 60 miles away from where 
the problems occurred and would 
not be affected by the situation in 
Kingston. 

Please continue to keep us in 
your prayers.

Herchial Fisher
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by Isis Macaraeg

An unexpected but welcome 
turnout occurred at the Good News 
exhibit booth in Dagupan City’s CSI 
City Mall March 14 to 18, 2010. 

 In a span of just five days, 1,730 
new subscribers were added to 
the readership of The Good News 
magazine. This figure surpasses 
the response from any of the past 
exhibits in the Philippines.

The exhibit in Dagupan City was 
organized by the combined efforts 
of the pastor of the Dagupan City 
and Baguio City congregations, 
Serizalino Dizon, and the UCG 
Philippine National Office. Charles 
Macaraeg, who heads the UCG 
Philippine Mailing Department, 
flew to Dagupan City to help set up 
and oversee the exhibit. Additional 
help also came from brethren from 
Dagupan City and Baguio City.

Opening Day
The opening day of the exhibit 

coincided with the nationally await-
ed boxing match of the 7-division 
boxing champ and Filipino box-
ing hero, Manny Pacquiao, against 
challenger Joshua Clottey of Gha-
na. This event would have easily 
created a huge obstacle to obtain-
ing a positive outcome for the GN 

exhibit on that day, Mr. Macaraeg 
said. 

But because the mall had a free 
live broadcast of the boxing match  
at the mall’s main atrium near the 
exhibit booth,  the response on that 
day was among the highest ever, 
with 322 subscriptions added that 
day.

The exhibit did not cease to rake 
in subscribers and rallied even 
stronger starting on the fourth day 
with 332 subscriptions and on the 
last day with an unprecedented 537 
subscriptions.

Mr. Macaraeg said, “This exhibit 
averages about 346 subscriptions per 

day, roughly 35 
subscriptions per 
hour or about one 
subscription every 
two minutes.”

What’s It 
Worth? 

Mr. Dizon 
joked that the 
Dagupan exhibit 
not only broke 
records for num-
ber of responses 
received, but also 
for total cost of 
all the exhibits 
done so far. Mr. 

Macaraeg explained that this addi-
tional expense can be attributed to 
the fact that the Dagupan exhibit is 
the farthest distance-wise of all the 
exhibits done so far and that the cost 
of living and cost of doing business 
in Luzon is naturally higher than in 
Visayas or Mindanao. 

The cost per response for an 
exhibit would normally be around 
55 cents. However, the cost per 
response for the Dagupan exhibit 
reached slightly over $1. But even 
at this amount, it is still cheaper 
than advertising on the Internet 
at $1.75 to $2.65 or doing print 
promotions at $2.21 to $5.70 to 

get one subscriber, Mr. Macaraeg 
said. 

The GN booth also does more 
than just accrue subscribers; it helps 
build zeal and unity and a sense of 
purpose among the members of 
God’s Church. 

By the end of the exhibit, at least 
three people expressed their desire 
to observe or attend Sabbath ser-
vices with the United Church of 
God.

All God’s Blessings
The huge turnout and success 

of the Dagupan exhibit would not 
have been possible first and fore-
most without God’s help and the 
support and prayers of everyone 
who knew about the exhibit. The 
Dagupan City and Baguio City 
brethren displayed great dedication 
and hard work by stepping up to 
the task even if they were just a few 
in number.

The success of the Dagupan 
exhibit proved that triumph and 
glory does not rely on the public-
ity of any person or institution, nor 
does it come from the power and 
multitude of volunteers. Instead, it 
all rests on God—the only One who 
calls, gives blessings and allows man 
to accomplish great and seemingly 
impossible things.  UN

GN Exhibit Breaks Records in Northern Luzon

■ Edmond Macaraeg, a 
pastor in the Mindanao 
area of the Philippines, 
and his son Daniel recently 
visited Jed Pilapil-Sy and her 
brother Jesse Jones “Jong” 
Pilapil, two UCG members 
accused of manufacturing 
illegal drugs and sentenced 
to life imprisonment near 
Davao City.
by Daniel Macaraeg

On May 13 my father, Edmond 
Macaraeg, and I visited with Jed 
Sy and her brother “Jong” at the 
Davao Penal Colony in the munici-
pality of Santo Tomas (about 40 
miles from Davao City).

Visiting Jong
We first went to the male pris-

on compound to see Jong. Secur-
ing the thousands of inmates is a 
double row of security fence about 
20 feet high with barbed and razor 
wires. After about 15 minutes, Jong 
appeared—no longer wearing an 
orange maximum security uniform 

but sporting a white T-shirt, indi-
cating his new position. 

He appeared healthy and robust 
with a nice haircut. He had an ID 
card hanging by a cord around his 
neck reading “Instructional Manag-
er” after his name. He explained that 
he now teaches high school classes 
in prison—with about 60 students 
under him out of about 720 who 
are taking elementary or secondary 
classes at various levels. 

On top of this, his administra-
tive responsibilities include keeping 
inventory of the maximum secu-
rity prisoners who number about 
1,225 divided among 43 squads 
ranging from 17 to 100 per squad. 
While he is still part of the maxi-
mum security prison, he also helps 
conduct daily head counts and 
submits monthly written reports. 
This keeps him very busy, but he is 
grateful that he is allowed to have 
the Sabbath off. 

When asked how his attitude has 
changed from day one in prison, he 
said he has learned to accept it and 
make the best of it now. Some of 
his fellow inmates even commented 
that of all the inmates he seemed to 
be the only one without a problem, 
because he is always smiling. Jong 
also said that the level of violence in 
the maximum security prison had 
gone down dramatically. 

Jong wanted to tell the breth-
ren thanks for all the prayers and 
expressions of support for him and 
his family.

Visiting Jed
Next, we proceeded to visit 

Jong’s sister, Jed, at the female pris-
on compound, about 6 miles away. 
The security there was not as tight 
as at the male prison. 

Jed was happy to see us, and 
we were happy to find her in high 
spirits as usual. Like her brother, 
she remains positive, trusting and 
hopeful. She told us she is really 
thankful for all the many cards, let-
ters and gifts she has received from 
many brethren.

During our visit, Jed showed us 
the various bags, purses, key chains 
and other handicrafts made of 
transparent colored beads that she 
had been busy making. She has also 
been studying her Bible and view-
ing sermon videos as well as writing 
new articles about her experiences 
in prison, which she would like to 
share with the brethren.

One concern she has is her 
mother, Jessica Pilapil, a 58-year-
old widow whose health has dete-
riorated. More than 15 years ago, 
she was diagnosed with a rare dis-
ease called scleroderma. She was 
anointed over 10 years ago, and her 

condition somewhat stabilized. But 
perhaps due to additional stresses 
now, and her advancing age, she is 
in constant pain. With her health 
deteriorating and the disease tak-
ing its toll, she has had to quit her 
employment as a government medi-
cal technologist. 

In coordination with my father, 
Jed and her mother are making 
arrangements for Jed’s daughter to 
stay with a foster family attending 
with the Davao City congregation, 
since her grandmother and great-
grandmother (also a Church mem-
ber) are unable to care for her any 
longer.

We left the prison deeply moved 
and inspired by Jed’s and Jong’s 
wonderful examples of faith, hope 
and love in the midst of a fiery trial. 
Let us continue to keep Jed, Jong 
and their family in our prayers.  UN

Update on Imprisoned Members in the Philippines

Volunteers present Good News advertisements 
at the GN exihibit booth in Dagupan City

Jed Sy
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United Youth Corps: Without Words
by Stephanie Elizondo

One of the many lessons we have learned 
since arriving in Jordan is how to com-
municate without words—or with as few 
words as possible. We’ve learned that words 
are what we depend on most of the time to 
get a message across. Over the course of 
our time here, we’ve accumulated a limited 
vocabulary of Arabic words to help us com-
municate in everyday life. 

Taxi rides are perfect opportunities to 
practice Arabic, and I am amazed at how 
much can be communicated without really 
saying a lot. On a recent taxi drive I had 
a conversation that went something like 
this: 

Me: Marhaba! Tila al ali? Bashiti fee Tila 
al ali? (Hello! Can you go to Tila al ali—my 
neighborhood? Bashiti is the name of the 
hardware store that serves as a prominent 
landmark in our neighborhood.) 

Driver: Nods, smiles, Min France? (From 
France?) 

Me: La. (No.) 
Driver: Min Almania? (From Germany?)
Me: La, min America. (No, from Amer-

ica.) 
Driver: Beit Jordan? 
Me: Ah. (Yes, I live in Jordan.)
Driver: I like America. 
Me: Ana beheb Orden. (I love Jordan.) 
Driver: Lifts up left hand, points to ring 

finger, Jordan?
Me: Point to my ring finger, Mexiqi. (I’m 

married to a Mexican.)
The conversation continues like this, hand 

gestures punctuating the limited vocabulary 
we each possess in the other’s language. I 
am once again amazed at how much can be 
“said” without using a lot of words. 

This is not unlike carrying out part of 
the mission statement of the project here in 
Jordan, “to experience and live the vision 
of the Kingdom and to identify with and 
participate in the work of the Church.” The 
“work of the Church” is preaching the gos-
pel, preparing a people. 

Preaching the Gospel Without 
Words

Living the vision of the Kingdom and 
preaching the gospel is done primarily in 
the example we establish through the way we 
live our lives. For the five of us in Jordan, 
it must happen without words. In a Muslim 
country such as Jordan, it is illegal to prose-
lytize. We are able to answer questions about 
our faith, but no conversation can carry the 
thread of trying to convert someone.

The longer we are here, the more we real-
ize that we do not need words to actively 

preach the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God. We are 
establishing a relation-
ship with the Jordanians 
we interact with and have 
an incredible opportuni-
ty to get to know them, 
to get to know how they 
think, how they live and 
how they react to certain 
situations. In essence, 
we are sharing life with 
them. If we are able to 
show care, concern and 
take a personal interest 
in them, we are effec-

tively connecting with where they are at in 
life. 

We do not need words to greet people 
with a smile every day. We do not need 
words for them to see the love of God in 

us. We do not need words to portray a 
positive example in how we conduct our-
selves. The words we say while we are here 
most likely will be forgotten soon after we 
are gone, but we know and have seen how 
much love and appreciation the people 
at our projects have for those who came 
before us. 

The previous volunteers lived the gos-
pel, demonstrating a way of life, a way of 
being that spoke to those around them. One 
teacher at the YMWA recounted recent-
ly that the volunteers (back in the 1980s) 
taught her how to smile. She noticed every 
day that when the young adults arrived at 
the school they were smiling. Over 20 years 

later, this is what she 
still remembers. Their 
example rubbed off on 
her and her somewhat 
serious demeanor gave 
way to joy. In fact, she 
was one of the first 
ones who made our 
volunteers this year feel 
welcome. 

The apostle John’s 
words echo in my ears: 
“Let us not love in 
word or in tongue, but 
in deed and in truth” (1 
John 3:18). This reality 
is at the very heart of 
preaching the gospel. 
As I prepare to head 
back to the States, a 

land where I speak the language, I do not 
want to forget it.  UN

Follow the 2009-2010 United Youth 
Corps—Jordan team on their blog at www.
uycjordan09.blogspot.com.

■ Thanks to the 
generous donations of 
brethren in the United 
Church of God, 20 
students have been able 
to fulfill their education 
goals. More donations 
are needed to continue 
this good work.
by Leon Walker

 The members in El Salvador 
wish to send their profound grati-
tude for scholarships provided 
through the Church’s Good Works 

Program. About 20 students are 
currently receiving scholarships 
as a result of the brethren’s gener-
ous donations. Without this fund-
ing none of them would be able 
to obtain the university education 
they now enjoy.

 “I have seen how their parents 
with much effort and sacrifice 
have worked very hard in order 
to provide for their children the 
support they need for their educa-
tion,” said José Antonio Orellana, 
a deacon in San Salvador, El Sal-
vador, about this group of young 
people. “I also am a witness to the 
help that the Church has offered 
to these young people.”

Mr. Orellana has been able to 
watch many of them grow up in 
the Church and has taken an inter-
est in their progress. “I  have been 
able to witness the fulfillment of 
their goals and aspirations, as I 
have seen some graduate as pro-
fessionals, others who are partway 
through their careers and others 
who have just begun to study.

“This achievement is some-
thing that fills me with a special 
satisfaction because I know very 
well the difficulties they have 
had to face in order to achieve 
these results. Now, as they enter 

the stage of 
working and 
for the first 
time having 
an income, 
they are able 
to see that 
thei r hard 
work and 
sacrifice, as 
well as that of 
their parents, 
is now paying 
off and worth 
the effort.

 “If these 
young people remain true to the 
goal of being faithful to the spirit 
of unity and service, both in their 
family and the Church, I am sure 
God and their parents will be 
pleased with them, because these 
are the values that are lacking 
so much in our society. Through 
the support of their parents, the 
Church and the Good Works 
Program, we are contributing not 
only to their personal develop-
ment but also to their spiritual 
development.”

 Through the Good Works Pro-
gram our youth—not only in El 
Salvador but also throughout the 
Latin American region—are able 

to achieve the high 
goals of an education 
that will bring them 
out of the poverty 
that afflicts so many 
in that part of the 
world. 

The contributions 
made to the Good 
Works Program for 
scholarships truly help 
those who would have 
no other possibility of 
receiving a quality education.  UN

If you would like to provide 
assistance for students in Latin 
America, please visit our Web 
site, http://goodworks.ucg.org.

You can also contact Good Works 
Program director Larry Greider at 
larry_greider@ucg.org, noting your 
request to assist with scholarships 
for our Latin American brethren.

United Youth Corps volunteers and visiting family at Wadi Rum

Good Works: Members in El Salvador Offer Thanks for Scholarships

Jamie Franks, Kelley Schreiber, Stephanie and Eduardo 
Elizondo and Audry Bauer enjoy dinner on their roof

Some of the 20 recipients of Good Works 
Program scholarships in Latin America
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God’s Word Online: 
Local Congregation Web Sites
■ In April 2009 Media 
and Communications 
Services launched the 
local congregation Web 
sites. After over a year of 
countless volunteer hours, 
these sites are becoming an 
effective way to expose the 
gospel to a global audience. 
by Tom Disher

In April 2009 we started work on the 
new local congregation Web sites.  The 
new sites were designed to coordinate 
our local congregations’ Web presence 
by giving a cohesive look and feel to all 
local congregation sites.  

It is hard to believe that we are one 
year into the project already, but it is 
encouraging to see that the transition to 
the new sites is well underway! Over 87 
percent of our congregations have now 
switched to the new system. (See the 
infographic to the right for stats from 
April 2009 to April 2010.)

The feedback we have received about 
the sites is overwhelmingly positive! The 
new system makes it easy to find a con-
gregation Web site because all of the 
sites are sub-domained by congregation 
name. All the congregations follow the 
same pattern. 

For example, if you wanted to find 
the site for Cleveland, Ohio, you would 
type in http://cleveland.ucg.org. For 

West Palm Beach, Florida, you would 
type in http://west-palm-beach.ucg.org.

The sites are designed to be as search 
engine-friendly as possible. If someone 
is using Google to look for a Sabbath-
keeping church or a Holy Day-keeping 
church, they are very likely to find one 
of our local congregation Web sites on 
the first page of results.  

Another great feature that you should 
check out is our sermon library on the 
members’ Web site. Every sermon post-
ed to the local congregation Web site is 
automatically loaded on the main mem-
bers’ Web site. Currently, we have added 
almost 6,000 sermons to the members’ 
site! You can find a list of them all at 
http://members.ucg.org/sermons, and 
you can search the sermons by title, 
date, topic or speaker. 

The project couldn’t be nearly as 
effective without the countless hours put 
in by volunteers. We have over 290 vol-
unteers helping us with the local sites. 
They help by posting announcements, 
calendar events, prayer requests and ser-
mons, all of which helps keep members 
in local congregations informed. It also 
helps the overall UCG Web effort by 
providing more content and more expo-
sure for United on the Internet. I want 
to personally thank everyone who has 
been involved.

If you would like to volunteer to help 
with your local Web site, contact your 
local pastor or e-mail me at tom_dish-
er@ucg.org. Getting started is very 
easy. If you can write an e-mail, you 
have enough technical skills to help post 
information online and help spread the 
gospel!  UN

by Jeremy Lallier

You walk up to the water cooler at 
work to get a drink, only to find a few 
of your coworkers standing around 
having what appears to be an involved 
discussion. 

You execute what you consider a 
rather graceful maneuver on your 
way to fill up your own cup, dodging 
several flailing appendages as you 
swoop in and then back out again 
with an expertly filled cup. Nice, you 
think to yourself. Much better than 
last time. You nod to your cowork-
ers and begin the trek back to your 
desk.

But you only make it a few steps 
before one your coworkers shouts in 
your direction, “Hey! You go to church 
every weekend, don’t you?”

Looks like you left the relative com-
fort of your chair for more than just a 
cup of water. “Yeah,” you say as you 
turn around, “sure do. Why do you 
ask?”
“Well, we were each talking about 

why we go to church—what makes 
the trip worth it. Jimmy says the 
church down the street has a great 

live band once a month, so he makes 
it out for that. Barb and I only go to 
mass on Christmas and Easter, and 
Kevin doesn’t have any church he 
likes that’s close enough to him. But 
you go every week—and don’t you 
have to drive some crazy distance to 
get there too?”
“About an hour each way,” you 

reply.
“Yeah! Two hours, every week, just 

to go to church! We can’t figure it out. 
What makes your church so great that 
you go back every week?”

You take a sip from your cup as you 
think about where to start. There are 
plenty of reasons, but you’ll need to 
keep your response brief and to the 
point or risk losing your coworkers’ 
attention. 

How do you answer?

Send in Your Response
Send your 100- to 300-word answer, 

along with your name and congrega-
tion, to  your local pastor and ask him 
to forward it to United News. You can 
also e-mail them to UN@ucg.org. We 
may use your response in an upcom-
ing United News!

Ready to Answer
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surprised his former classmates by arriving 
on the Thursday after classes finished. He 
was able to walk during the graduation and 
receive a certificate of participation. 

Four-month-old Calvin Creech also 
received a miniature participation cer-

tificate for attending class diligently with 
his parents Caleb and Valerie Creech for 
the entire nine months, half of which was 
before he was even born. 

After the graduation ceremonies, a spe-
cial surprise was given to the class of 2010 
by Ina McLemore, who diligently cared 
for all the students’ well-being throughout 
the year. Each student received a framed 
photo of himself or herself from the year 

with autographs and messages from their 
classmates. It truly was a special way to 
commemorate all of the students and their 
bonds together. 

After the ceremony, the students cel-
ebrated with cake and photos to share the 
last few moments they had together before 
they would start packing their belongings 
and heading home. 

This year ABC hosted students from 16 
different states, two students from Canada, 
one from South Africa and one from Aus-
tralia. Even with such diversity of back-
grounds and cultures, this class established 
an incredible blend of friendships. 

“Unique” is truly the word that defined 
this class. Every student was able to con-
tribute individual qualities to the class 
dynamic—foreign students, new parents, 
an entrepreneur, a grandfather, college 
graduates—all adding their own personal-
ity and experiences to the mix. 

With the end of such a successful year, 
the expectations for next year are already in 
the minds of many. The expected number 
of students for the ABC class of 2011 is 25 
to 30, with 19 already accepted according 
to Gary Antion, Admissions and Student 
Affairs officer. 

The 2010 ABC graduation was a special 
event for all of the graduates and their fam-
ilies. It was a great way to recognize the 
hard work and long hours that the students 
put forth each day, all leading up to an 
amazing celebration of achievement.  UN

Whitney Smith is a Media and Com-
munications Services intern at the home 
office. She also worked as the ABC Times 
editor for the class of 2010.

For more photos from the ABC gradu-
ation, go to http://www.flickr.com/photos/
ambassador-bible-center.

“ABC,” continued from page 1

Minnesota. He also recently graduated 
from Ambassador Bible Center this year 
where he worked as a part-time intern in 
the video production department. 

As an intern, he was able to continue 
improving his video editing skills by work-
ing on spot ads for Beyond Today and edit-
ing sermon videos. Many may also have 
seen a short video he and another ABC 
student, David Archer, produced indepen-
dently that was featured in the first seg-
ment of the June 6 Beyond Today program. 
Their video was originally shown on Face-
book and YouTube under the name “04: 
rest (the sabbath).”

“I am very excited to be back in the field 
full-time, shooting and editing,” said Mr. 
Schreiber. “I am also happy be a part of 
spreading the gospel. I hope that I am able to 
use my talents to contribute to the work.”

“We are very pleased to welcome Jamie 
to the media department and our video 
editing team,” said Peter Eddington, 
interim operation manager for Media and 
Communications Services. 

“With online video becoming so expect-
ed and prevalent today, and with our move 
into broadcast television, it has become 
more important than ever that our video 
production reach the highest standards 
possible. We trust that Mr. Schreiber will 
make a valuable contribution.”

Help With the Eastern European 
Work

The home office also hired Natasha 
Weatherhead to help manage our work 
in Eastern Europe. This includes sub-
scriber management as well as transla-
tion of UCG material. Ms. Weatherhead 
has been working for the Church as a 
volunteer for several years and on con-

tract for about six months. She started 
her full-time position at the home office 
on June 1.

Russian is in the top 10 most spoken 
languages in the world, with approximate-
ly 278 million people speaking Russian 
worldwide. Because of the pressing need 
to make the gospel available in more lan-
guages, it was determined that we needed 
to designate a person and have a system to 
do this work in Russian.

Ms. Weatherhead originates from 
Belarus and has an engineering degree. 
She moved from Belarus to Barbados in 
2001 and has lived there ever since with 
her daughter, Lena. 

While living in Barbados, she was asked 
to edit Russian translations for us and 
quickly agreed to do so. 

“Editing had become an involved pro-
cess due to the challenges of correcting 
previous translations. Natasha is a per-

fectionist and extremely diligent to make 
sure that everything that goes out is of 
the highest quality,” said Johnnie Lam-
bert, assistant senior pastor for our work 
in Eastern Europe. 

Ms. Weatherhead has proven her faith-
fulness over several years in helping to 
bring the Russian Bible Study Course 
lessons to fruition. While translating lit-
erature for the Church, she was employed 
full-time in another occupation and com-
pleted the translation work purely on a 
voluntary basis.

Her duties will now include translat-
ing Good News articles, booklets, Web 
site content and correspondence for the 
Church. She will also be responsible for 
maintaining and updating content and 
literature on UCG’s Russian-language 
Web sites.

The home office welcomed both employ-
ees at a staff meeting on June 1.  UN

“New Hires,” continued from page 1

Ambassador Award for Excellence recipients Brandon Krueger, 
Megan Brown and Daryn Campbell with David Register

The ABC chorale performs during graduation

Calvin and Valerie Creech accept their 
diplomas

Student body president Matthew Miller gives his graduation speech to the class of 2010

Council of Elders Service Award recipients Caleb Creech and 
Anna Helterbrand with Darris McNeely

Graduates and family celebrated the event with 
cake and champagne or sparkling cider
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God’s Hidden Treasures
I love to travel and explore this marvel-

ous earth! I love to see the beautiful places 
that God has scattered across our planet: 

the twin cascades of Yosemite Falls, the 
carved stone of Arches and Bryce Can-
yon National Parks, Old Faithful spouting 
faithfully approximately every 90 minutes. 
Where I live in Oregon we enjoy Crater 
Lake, a stunningly beautiful volcanic cal-
dera filled with pristine water. At a depth 
of over 1,900 feet, it is one of the deepest 
lakes in the world.

God created special places such as these—
both the massive and awe-inspiring as well 
as the delicate and graceful—to show us 
His awesome creative power and artistry. 
The creation is filled with an incredible 
variety of beautiful places. 

Many of these places are at least some-
what off the beaten path. If you want to 
see them, you have to expend some effort 
getting to where they are located. The same 
is true of many national parks. Even more 
hidden treasures are hidden within these 
parks, typically tucked away from the main 
roads, off the beaten path and accessible 
only by hiking into the wilderness. An up-
close-and-personal view of Delicate Arch 
or the view from the top of Half Dome in 
Yosemite is truly worth the effort it takes 
to reach them. 

In many ways God’s Word is like that. It’s 
like a beautiful park filled with great and 
grand treasures, as well as small, graceful 
corners of wisdom and knowledge. Simi-
lar to driving 200, 500 or 1,000 miles or 
more to see the beauty of a national park, 
it sometimes takes effort to see the depth 
and beauty of God’s Word. Just as you 
might have to hike in for miles to witness a 
spectacular waterfall up close, so you might 
have to spend time getting close to God’s 
Word. But finding deep meaning in just one 
verse can be richly rewarding. 

The colossal Pentateuch is filled with 
epic stories and spans thousands of years of 
history. The small book of Ruth speaks to 
God’s loving gentleness to those who faith-
fully seek Him. A thorough study of the 

creation account reveals God’s incredible 
power and skill. An in-depth study of the 
beatitudes can move us to make the most 
important changes in our lives. 

Throughout the pages of the Bible are 
treasures of wisdom, instruction, praise, 
courage, faithfulness and hope. Travel 
often and deeply into the Word of God to 
be inspired and awed by His greatness and 
glorious truth. 

It takes a seasoned explorer to gain 
knowledge and understanding, and we 

will not find what we seek all in one place. 
What a wonderful reward you will reap. 
“How much better to get wisdom than gold! 
And to get understanding is to be chosen 
rather than silver” (Proverbs 16:16). 

Start your journey today, fellow travelers. 
Explore the new and revisit the old places 
you love, and do so often.

Milan Janicich, 
Salem, Oregon, congregation

Road Closed Ahead
Many years ago, traveling home from 

an evening Bible study, I decided to ignore 
the road sign: “Road Closed Ahead.” This 
wasn’t my normal way of doing things, but 
I had traveled safely on that road earlier 
in the day.

Additionally, a road barricade was posi-
tioned so that my car could squeeze past, 
so I headed down this dimly lit section of 
road. The next thing I knew, without touch-
ing the brakes, my car came to an abrupt 
stop.

The front end of my vehicle was buried 
in a large pile of construction dirt. Luckily, 
there was no damage to the car, but I sure 
felt foolish. What if there had been a large 
hole in the road? 

God has given us many inspired examples 
in His Bible; and if we do not apply these 
lessons, we tend to repeat the mistakes of 
the past. Consider two lessons that are nec-
essary for staying on the right path. 

Don’t Ignore a Clear Sign! 
God led the Israelites out of Egypt and 

into the wilderness. He led them each day 
by a pillar of cloud and each night by a 
pillar of fire (Exodus 13:21-22). This was 
an obvious sign of who was leading them, 
and yet the nation of Israel asked Moses 
why he had brought them out to die in the 
wilderness (14:11). 

How could Israel ignore such a visible 
sign? Well, the road sign that I encoun-
tered was clearly visible, but I also found 
it easy to ignore it. The key is to keep our 
eyes on Christ, for if we lose our vision, we 
will perish! (Proverbs 29:18, King James 
Version). 

Stop at a Barricade!
A barricade’s purpose is to obstruct our 

passage. Both God and man can set up 
barricades to stop us from going down the 
wrong path. When we try to go around a 
blockade, we will eventually run into obsta-
cles (as I quickly found out). 

Some barricades may be temporary. 
One biblical example is when the Israelites 
became barricaded at the Red Sea, with 
the Egyptian army pursuing them. In this 
case, God removed their barrier by divid-
ing the Red Sea (Exodus 14:15-22). Unless 
God removes our barricade, it is wise not 
to travel on that road!

We should strongly consider the way that 
our Father has called us to walk. In fol-
lowing Christ, remember to watch for His 
clear signs of direction and never go around 
the barricades that He has set in place. As 
spiritual Israel, it is vital that we stay on 
the right path!

Doug Wendt
Orlando, Florida, congregation

Just a Little Further
When my husband and I became par-

ents, another part of the path in our Chris-
tian journey unfolded. We began learning 
lessons concerning who we are and who 
God is, the relationship He desires to have 
with us as well as the one we are striving—
with all the power He gives us—to have 
with Him. This layer of growth seemed 
to start occurring just about as soon as 
we heard the news of our first little one’s 
existence. 

I had a very special opportunity to see 
a part of God’s character play out while 
interacting with my older son recently. 
Coming back from a shopping trip, I had 
given him a grocery bag (one of the lighter 
ones, as he is only 3) with an inexpensive 
toy in it to carry home from the car. It had 

come to mind as we were walking that, if he 
made it all the way to the front door with 
the bag, I could make the toy inside the bag 
his reward for being such a good helper.

All the way from the car to the door, I 
encouraged him, “Come on, you can do 
it!” and “Just a little further!” But, in my 
heart I was saying, “Please don’t give up, 
I really want to give you the reward inside 
your bag!” 

With every stair step—quite a feat for 
a little tyke to climb (especially with one 
occupied hand)—I encouraged him to not 
give up, to keep climbing, to remember 
there was something good in store for him 
when he made it to the top.

In effect, isn’t that how God treats us? 
Shortly after encouraging His disciples 
to not worry about physical needs but to 
seek the Kingdom, Christ makes this state-
ment: “Do not fear, little flock, for it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32). 

Our loving and ever-merciful Father will 
never place heavy burdens upon us, doom-
ing us to failure. Rather, He gives us every-
thing we need in order to run and finish the 
race laid out before us (1 Peter 1:3; Hebrews 
12:1).  

So wonderful a God is He that He desires 
greatly for us to succeed—to choose life, to 
never give up. He is eagerly waiting with the 
highest anticipation to give His children the 
reward being kept for them.  

My son made it all the way up those stairs 
and received the toy I promised him. There 
was great joy in that moment not only for 
him, but I venture to say, maybe even more 
for me. It was a wonderfully humbling and 
edifying experience. How much more does 
God rejoice when we do what He asks?

Rebekah Leyden
Charlotte, North Carolina, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical 

wisdom, humor or practical information 
that you would like to share? Please send 
them to your local pastor and ask him to 
forward them to United News at the home 
office. Guidelines are available on request 
(UN@ucg.org).

Caption Contest
Have a clever 
caption for this 
cartoon?

Send it to your 
local pastor 
and ask him 
to forward it to 
United News. 
You can also 
e-mail it to UN@
ucg.org. We 
may feature 
your caption in 
an upcoming 
United News! by Merle Slagle
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What Do You Mean, Holiness?
■ Can you be holy in 
an unholy world?
by Larry Greider

In their recent book, The Nar-
cissism Epidemic: Living in the 
Age of Entitlement, Jean Twenge 
and Keith Campbell chronicle the 
obsession that many Americans 
have with, well, themselves. 

The book lists various examples 
that show a very different mind-
set than that of a Christian try-
ing to humbly seek God and His 
way of life: “A girl planning her 
sixteenth birthday party wants 
a major road blocked off so a 
marching band can precede her 
grand entrance on a red carpet… 
A popular song declares, with no 
apparent sarcasm, ‘I believe that 
the world should revolve around 
me!’” (p. 1). 

The book goes on to explore 
vanity, materialism, uniqueness 
and a way of thinking that con-
vinces people they are entitled to 
things they haven’t earned.

We live in a world that is 
increasingly crass, selfish and 
anything but holy, which is evi-
dent from the enormous unrest 
around the world. These charac-
teristics seem to be a world away 
from what the Bible describes as 
holiness. The apostle Paul told 
the church in Corinth to perfect 
holiness in the fear of God (2 
Corinthians 7:1). 

How do Christians today per-
fect holiness? We need to examine 
what it means to be holy and how 
we can become a new person in 
true righteousness and holiness, 
which the Scriptures also admon-
ish: “Be renewed in the spirit of 
your mind, and that you put on 
the new man which was created 
according to God, in true righ-
teousness and holiness” (Ephe-
sians 4:23-24).

What Is Holiness?
First, let’s define our terms. The 

words “holy” or “sanctified” are 
often interpreted to mean “righ-
teous” or “pure” or something 
similar. But the basic concept of 
the Hebrew word qadosh and its 
variations is that of “apartness” 
and “distinction.” Each of the 
nouns, adjectives and verbs from 
this root express these ideas with 
a view to a specific purpose or 
limitation. A survey of the way 
the words are used will help 
solidify the concept of holiness 
used in the Bible. 

Easton’s Bible Dictionary 
explains, “In the highest sense 
holiness belongs to God (Isaiah 
6:3; Revelation 15:4), and to Chris-
tians as consecrated to God’s 

service, and in so far as they are 
conformed in all things to the 
will of God (Romans 6:19, 22; 
Ephesians 1:4; Titus 1:8; 1 Peter 
1:15). Personal holiness is a work 
of gradual development. It is car-
ried on under many hindrances, 
hence the frequent admonitions 
to watchfulness, prayer, and per-
severance (1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 
Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 4:23, 
24).”

Are You Holy?
Some might be surprised that 

God calls individuals out of this 
world into a relationship with 
Him. We are called “brethren,” 
which is a family term, demon-
strating that we are to be a part 
of a close relationship with our 
Heavenly Father and His Son, 
Jesus the Christ. Notice what 
Peter says: “But you are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, His own special peo-
ple, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you 
out of darkness into His marvel-
ous light”  (1 Peter 2:9).

With this understanding we 
need to realize that the values 
and focus of this world are not 
what we are called to emulate. 
Rather, we are to come out of 
this world figuratively and live 
our lives representing the values 
reflected in God’s law.  

Notice what Christ taught when 
asked about the intent of God’s 
law: “‘Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the law?’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘“You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind.” This is the first 
and great commandment. And 
the second is like it: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 
On these two commandments 
hang all the Law and the Proph-
ets’”  (Matthew 22:36-40).

Holiness is our association with 
God and His revealed way of life. 
Living our lives to love God and 
our fellow man is a quest that 
takes us away from a narcissis-
tic (selfish) lifestyle and turns or 
changes our focus from self to 
seeking to serve others—helping 
giving, sharing, etc. 

The apostle Paul says it well: 
“If indeed you have heard Him 
and have been taught by Him, as 
the truth is in Jesus: that you put 
off, concerning your former con-
duct, the old man which grows 
corrupt according to the deceit-
ful lusts, and be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, and that you 
put on the new man which was 
created according to God, in 
true righteousness and holiness”  
(Ephesians 4:21-24, emphasis 
added).

Challenges for God’s 
Saints

If we are holy due to receiv-
ing God’s Spirit and are temples 
(carriers) of God’s Holy Spirit, 
we need to ask ourselves what is 
appropriate in a world that does 
not value humility and discretion 
as much as individual rights and 
personal desires. We know that 
the world we now live in will be 
replaced with the coming govern-
ment of God, but while we are 
waiting we are challenged to live 
our lives differently than many 
who don’t have God’s Spirit 
working in them. 

“But as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct, because it is written, 
‘Be holy, for I am holy’” (1 Peter 
1:15-16).  

It might be good to ask our-
selves, when watching a movie, 
reading books or discussing our 
views, would we be doing this if 
Jesus Christ were standing next 
to us? 

I remember playing golf with a 
few Church members and being 
shocked when after a poor shot 
(I make those often), one individ-
ual used a vocabulary word that 
was not appropriate. I wondered 
if Jesus Christ had been among 
our foursome, would He have 
approved? 

Actually, He was with us in 
spirit. I don’t expect to play golf 
with Christ in my lifetime, but I 
have played with those who have 
the same earnest of His Spirit 
that makes us holy or set apart. 
Why not carry a mental picture 
with you of your elder Brother 
and soon-coming King of Kings 
as a part of your daily life? When 
we pray, we talk to the Father and 
know that Christ is at His right 
hand. We do have a special rela-
tionship that doesn’t end when 
we leave our prayer closets but 
continues all during our waking 
moments.

Ask the following questions 
when you feel like lashing out 
or showing your frustration with 
yourself or the world in which we 
live:

What would Jesus Christ •	
do?
Are my thoughts and actions •	
ref lecting holiness—behav-
ior of a potential king and 
priest?
Is it my right to judge oth-•	
ers?
Do I feel I’m an exception to •	
obeying God’s law?

These might seem to be diffi-
cult to do; but while we are wait-
ing for God’s Kingdom to come 
to the earth, we are challenged 
with setting a higher standard—

not one of entitlement, selfish-
ness and personal excess but a 
standard that ref lects decency 
as defined by God’s perfect 
law. The book of Hebrews says 
it well: “Pursue peace with all 
people, and holiness, without 
which no one will see the Lord: 
looking carefully lest anyone fall 
short of the grace of God; lest 
any root of bitterness springing 
up cause trouble, and by this 
many become defiled” (Hebrews 
12:14-15).

Many people do not fully grasp 
holiness or may think it is some-
thing for religious people. Little 
do they realize that holiness is 
to be a part of the lives of each 
called-out one! This is someone 
who repents, is baptized and is an 
ambassador for a new way of liv-
ing; one that is good, right, pure 
and, yes, holy. 

The book of Ephesians men-
tions this challenge that is as 
applicable today as it was cen-
turies ago: “Be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind, and that you 
put on the new man which was 
created according to God, in 
true righteousness and holiness” 
(Ephesians 4:23-24).  UN

Larry Greider is pastor of the 
Los Angeles, California, congre-
gation and director of the Good 
Works Program.

We need to realize that the values and focus of this world are not what 
we are called to emulate. Rather, we are to come out of this world and 

live our lives representing the values reflected in God’s law.  
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Women’s Retreat Experience 
UYC Camp Zone

Have you ever wondered what it would 
be like to attend a United Youth Camp? 
For many women in God’s Church this was 
something they had never experienced but 
always wished they had. Approximately 60 
women—traveling from northern Arizona, 

Phoenix, Tucson, Albuquerque and Southern 
California—converged on a campground in 
Prescott, Arizona, on April 23 to enjoy a 
mini United Youth Camp experience. 

After sunset the group gathered in the 
assembly hall for orientation. This was the 
beginning of our condensed camp experi-
ence, and all felt the excitement building in 
the hall as they awaited their sampling of 
camp life. The theme was “Building Godly 
Relationships,” and the evening started 
with “Setting the Zone” and a mixer activ-
ity. Later, we had “tuck in” in the assembly 
hall, with lights out at 10:30. Along the way, 
Phoenix Northwest and Northern Arizona 
pastor Randy Schreiber and his wife, Kay, 
explained how those who attend United 
Youth Camps would normally experience 
each event. 

In addition to meals and free time, the 
day included a Compass Check with Mr. 
Schreiber and an interactive study on wom-
en’s topics. Services were combined with 
the Northern Arizona congregation, and at 
sunset we gathered around the fire pit.

By Sunday, all were ready to get into 
real camp activities, and the day was jam-
packed! After a Compass Check given by 
John Elliott on eating right, groups were 
created to participate in different activities. 
These included hikes, team-building chal-
lenges, dance class and a greeting card craft 
activity. The day ended around 3 p.m. as all 
packed up and said good-bye, determined 
to return again. 

A 74-year-old attendee stated that she had 
always wanted to visit camp and that it had 
taken her this long to finally make it. There 
was much talk of new friendships, mag-
nificent older role models and the impor-
tance of emotional, spiritual and physical 
health. Trying to fit a week’s worth of camp 
activities into only three days was surely a 
challenge, but the ladies who attended were 
very grateful to those who chose to do so. 

Lorelei Nettles

Spokane Women’s Retreat 
Passes Wisdom on to Next 
Generation

The 13th annual Spokane Women’s 
Retreat was enjoyed by ladies from all over 
the Northwest (and as far away as Ala-
bama!). We were able to return to the very 

serene setting of Deer Lake this year for the 
2½-day event focusing on the theme “Bea-
cons of Hope.” The weekend began with 
Sabbath dinner and three new speakers 
with presentations on “Rays of Hope.” 

Following Sabbath services, we heard 
from additional speakers and had a 
chance for group discussions. The final 
two presenters spoke on Sunday and the 
retreat ended with a group photo and an 
impromptu rendition of “How Great Thou 
Art” performed by all who attended. 

The entire retreat provided an excellent 
opportunity to be rejuvenated through 
fellowship with our sisters in Christ and 
to be recharged with hope and endurance 
drawn from the encouragement that was 
shared. 

One of the most magnificent blessings 
was the very special opportunity to ful-
fill the admonition and duty of passing 
on godly instruction and wisdom from 
one generation to the next, which is found 
in Titus 2:3-4, “Teach the older women 
to be reverent in the way they live…to 
teach what is good. Then they can train 
the younger women” (New International 
Version).

Stephanie Newcomb

Maryland 
Congregation 
Celebrates 45th 
Anniversary

A special celebration to 
commemorate the 45th anni-
versary of the Church of God 
in Maryland was held on the 
Sabbath of March 6, 2010. 
Exactly 45 years to the day, on 
March 6, 1965, the 100th con-
gregation of the Radio Church 
of God was established in Bal-
timore, Maryland. The first 
church service was attended 
by 242 people. There were sev-
en charter members in atten-
dance for the 45th anniversary 
celebration. 

A bookmark with the Ten 
Commandments printed on 
it was given to each person 
in attendance as a memento. 
Each family received a bro-
chure that contained a brief history of the 
congregations in Maryland, a copy of the 
letter sent to the charter members in 1965 
inviting them to the first service, a list of 
the pastors that served in Baltimore and 
Columbia over the last 45 years and memo-
ries collected from charter members and 
past ministers. 

Some of the minis-
ters who have served in 
Baltimore and Colum-
bia include Fred Kellers 
(1965-1966), Arnold 
Hampton (1973-1978 and 
1993-2007), Roy Demar-
est (1979-1985), Jim Servi-
dio (1985-1993) and Tim 
Waddle (2008-present). 

Former pastor Jim 
Servidio gave a sermon 
titled “The Church in 
the New Testament.” 
After Sabbath services 
concluded, brethren 
enjoyed finger foods and 
plenty of fellowship. 

Following the meal, there was a slide 
show of pictures from 1965 all the way 
up to the present. Many memories that 
had been long forgotten were brought to 
remembrance once again by viewing the 
photographs on the screen. The enjoyable 
celebration was a day to remember. 

Rhonda Diggins

Three Baptized in Georgia

On March 21, 2010, three ladies were 
baptized by Ken Martin, pastor of the 
Macon and Columbus, Georgia, congre-
gations.  Twenty-five family members and 
friends gathered to celebrate the baptisms 

of Christy Johnson of Barnsville,  Faren 
Bryan of Locust Grove and Patricia Huff 
of Macon. 

After a round of congratulations and 
embraces, everyone remained for snacks, 
fellowship and celebration of the triple 
baptisms. It was a wonderful day for bap-
tisms, with intermittent spring showers 
and balmy weather.

Thomas Riner

Left to right: Christy Johnson, Patricia Huff, Faren Bryan and 
Ken Martin

Local Church Updates: If your congrega-
tion’s news and events are rarely covered 
in United News, why not check with your 
pastor and write something for him to send 
in? We’re looking for 100- to 300-word 
articles and photographs with captions. 
Please include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Include 
the author’s and photographer’s names and 
your phone number. Please double-check 
the spelling of names. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Women’s retreat campers on the Sabbath (photo by Helen Braman)

Ladies of all ages come together to learn at the Spokane Women’s Retreat

Judy and Jim Servidio and Valerie and Tim Waddle 
present a cake commemorating the 45th anniversary of 
the Church of God in Maryland (photo by Alyssa Diggins)



10 UnitedNews  June 2010     United Church of God, an International Association  

Births
Joe and Kelly Thomas Mango, 

from the Cleveland, Ohio, con-

gregation, joyfully announce the 
birth of their third daughter, 
Claire Angeline. She was born on 
July 7, 2009, weighing 7 pounds 15 
ounces and was 19½ inches long. 
Her big sisters, Reagan and Olivia, 
are thrilled with their little sister, 
and the thrilled grandparents are 
Nick and Doris Mango from the 
Youngstown area and Greg and 
B.J. Thomas from the Cleveland 
congregation.  

Nick and Karyn Thomas 
Standering, from the Cleveland, 
Ohio, congregation, are thrilled to 

announce the birth of their first 
child, Trevor Thomas. He was 
born on Dec. 27, 2009, weighing 7 
pounds 4 ounces and was 21 inch-
es long. His happy grandparents 
are Dena and Steve Standering 
from the Toledo area and Greg 
and B.J. Thomas from the Cleve-
land congregation.  

Chris and Becky Thomas of the 
Springfield, Missouri, congrega-
tion, are thrilled to announce the 

birth of their first child. Michael 
Lee Thomas was born on Sept. 
21, 2009.  He weighed 7 pounds 
5 ounces and measured 20 inches 
long. Mikey is the fourth genera-
tion of his family in the Church and 
is the first grandchild on both sides 

of his family. Proud grandparents 
are Mike and Carol Blackwell of 
Springfield, Missouri, and Robert 
Thomas of Branson, Missouri.

Engagements
Joseph Rose of the Seattle, 

Washington, congregation and 
Dawn Taylor of the Flint, Michi-
gan, congregation are excited 
to announce their engagement. 

Dawn is the daughter of Larry 
and Bethany Taylor, and Joseph 
is the son of Mary Post and the 
late Leo Rose. 

Dawn is a college professor and 
has taught at Delta College in Bay 
City, Michigan, and Mott Col-
lege in Flint, Michigan, for many 
years. Joseph is a geographic 
information specialist working for 
Seattle City Light. A September 
2010 wedding is planned in Flint. 
The couple will reside in Seattle.

Weddings
Sherry Alexander and John 

Sodergren Jr. are very happy to 
announce their marriage. The 

wedding took place on March 
20, 2010, at the Garden House 
Bed and Breakfast in Simpson-
ville, South Carolina. The bride’s 
four daughters, Catherine Girard, 
Dareth Kovaleski, Erin Alexander 
and Stephanie Alexander served 
as matrons of honor and brides-
maids. The groom’s two daugh-
ters, Fred and Joscelyn Soder-
gren, served as groom’s maids. 
The ceremony was performed by 
Steve Ferenchiak.

Matt and Rebecca Keener are 
pleased to announce their mar-
riage in Erie, Pennsylvania, on 
Nov. 22, 2009. Matt’s parents are 
Ron and Sharon Keener. Rebecca’s 

parents are Roger and Carolyne 
Andrusky. Matt’s family is from 

the Washington, Pennsylvania, 
area and Rebecca’s family is from 
Erie. They had a beautiful day for 
the wedding with clear skies and 
temperatures in the high 50s.

Randy and Darlene Schmidt of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Jim and 
Linda Morgan of Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi, and Larry and Cheryl 
Hess of Gulfport, Mississippi, 
happily announce the marriage 
of their children, Melody Lee 
Schmidt and Jeremy Lawrence 
Hess. Melody and Jeremy wed 
on the Sabbath of April 24, 2010, 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the 

company of approximately 120 
friends and family members. 

Everything about the day—
from the elegant décor, fresh flow-
ers, exquisite music and delicious 
dinner to the scrumptious cake—
was absolutely beautiful. Best of 
all, however, was the love and joy 
shared with so many who whole-
heartedly gave their time and 
energy to make everything about 
this day so special. 

The groom was attended by 
Alex Henderson (best man), Josh-
ua Hess and Warner Schmidt. 
The bride was attended by Leslie 
Schwartz (maid of honor), Kari 
Kuhar and Michelle Rothwell. 
David Johnson, who also coun-
seled the couple for marriage, 
officiated. Melody and Jeremy 
reside in Cincinnati, Ohio, with 
their two dogs, Chico and Gibble. 
They attend and serve in the Cin-
cinnati North congregation and 
intend to honeymoon in Portugal 
in conjunction with the Feast.

Obituaries
James Monroe Mayo, age 61, 

died at his home in Wasilla, 

Alaska, on Nov. 27, 2009, after 
a long battle with liver disease. 
A memorial service was held on 
Dec. 1, 2009, at Valley Funeral 
Home in Wasilla. James was born 
Feb. 9, 1948, to Elijah Abraham 
and Pauline Mayo in Asheville, 
North Carolina, and attended 
Elizabethton High School in 
Elizabethton, Tennessee. He mar-

ried Doris Greenwell in 1966 and 
had two children, Lisa and Kev-
in. He operated Mayo’s Ceramic 
Tile Service in Elizabethton from 
1980 to 2000. 

In 1984 he married his wife, 
Mary, of Elizabethton. James 
and Mary became residents of 
Alaska in June of 2000 so they 
could be closer to their grand-
children, eventually settling 
in Wasilla where he reopened 
Mayo’s Ceramic Tile Service. 
James had been an active member 
of the Church of God since 1988. 
His hobbies included gardening, 
yard work and taking care of his 
dogs. His family described him 
as a very generous man and a lov-
ing husband, father and grand-
father. 

James is survived by his wife, 
Mary Mayo; son, Kevin Mayo; 
daughters, Lisa (Jeff) Bolton, 
Darlene (Jack) Ringus, Dawn 
(Dean) Rose; grandchildren, Jef-
frey, Jacob, Anna, Grace, Jes-
sica, Jennifer, Morgan, Eliza-
beth, Dean, Jimmy, Hayden and 
Peyton; sisters, Marie (Johnnie) 
Campbell, Naomi (Walt) Wyne-
gar, Kathy (Gary) Smith; broth-
ers, Jerry (Shanda) Mayo and 
David Mayo; eight nephews, one 
niece and two great-grandchil-
dren. 

Cyndia Lorraine Brock, age 62, 
died Sept. 2, 2009. She lived in 
Gainesville, Texas. She was born 
in 1946 in Monahans, Texas, to 
parents Wiley and Kitty Brisco. 
Cyndi lived in Monahans until the 
age of 7. Then her parents moved 
to the Dallas area. In 1956 her par-
ents began attending the Church. 
In 1965 she graduated from Irving 
High School in Irving, Texas. 
Shortly after graduating from 
high school she was baptized. 

That fall, Cyndi was accepted 
to Ambassador College in Pasa-
dena, California. She worked in 
Data Processing in Pasadena for 
two years. During that time, she 
met and married Dan Brock. 

Cyndi loved the country life, 
horses and beautiful sunsets. She 
also enjoyed cooking and sew-
ing. She attended church in Sher-
man, Texas. She is survived by 
three sons, Jason (Amber) Brock, 
Michael (Andrea) Brock and Jeff 
(Shelly) Brock. Also surviving 
her is one sister, Hollace Banks, 
and brother-in-law, Terry. 

She is also survived by eight 
grandchildren and one aunt, 
Maisie Wheat of Sache, Texas. 
Cyndi will be sorely missed by 
her family and friends. Her pas-
tor Doug Horchak conducted her 
funeral service. 

Delbert Lewis Kepler died in 
the faith March 5, 2010, at age 88 
in the La Harpe Davier Nursing 
Home. He was born on Thanks-
giving Day, Nov. 23, 1921. Lewis 
contracted encephalitis when he 
was 12 and was on crutches from 
then on. He was a ham radio 
operator and loved to learn, doing 
much reaching throughout his 
life. He was extremely intelligent 
because of this.

He first heard Mr. Armstrong 
on the radio in the early 1940s and 

sent for literature. He completed 
all 58 lessons of the old corre-
spondence course. He listened for 
20 years before writing and ask-
ing for baptism, which occurred 
in 1959. When he was asked if he 
counted the cost he said yes—but 
he later realized he didn’t have 
any idea of the cost or of the next 
installments!

He was a most remarkable 
man in his dedication to God 
and His ways. He sometimes had 
to take two buses and stay over-
night with brethren to be able to 
attend church. He had to take the 
train to Chicago (on crutches) to 
attend the Holy Days. He faith-
fully attended every Sabbath, 
every Bible study and even com-
pleted Spokesman’s Club and 
received his certificate. He often 
said that without the Church he 
never would have traveled out-
side of his town; but because of 
the Feast he was able to travel 
to Texas, Missouri, Georgia and 
Wisconsin. 

He is survived by a few cousins 
and his local Church family. 

Robert (Bob) Walter Hawkes, a 
longtime member of the Church 
of God and resident of Houston, 
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Thanks From GN Subscribers 
Around the World

Nothing has enlightened me 
more than receiving The Good 
News magazine. I must admit 
there is very little I disagree with 
in your articles. The recent maga-
zine and the articles concerning 
Darwin were so interesting.

A lot of it I already knew, but 
I now have fuel for any future 
arguments/disagreements with 
friends. Funnily enough, most of 
my friends who believe in Dar-
winism are also nonbelievers. I 
have practically nobody to share 
my beliefs with, but I try to set an 
example by what I say and how 
I live. 

I am actually a Messianic Jew-
ess and Roman Catholic by con-
fession. However, I strongly asso-
ciate with your way of presenting 
God and salvation through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thank you for your “soul food.”

Santorini, Greece

I was very, very happy to receive 
my first two copies of The Good 
News (May/June and July/August) 
on the first of September. I was 
a longtime reader of The Good 
News, The Plain Truth and other 
booklets during the early 1980s. 
I lost contact. I just don’t know 
what happened. 

Sometime last year I was work-
ing in the jungle here in Guyana, 
and I came across The Good 
News. One of my fellow workers 

had it. I asked where he got that 
magazine. He said he borrowed it 
from someone, and so I also bor-
rowed it from him. When I turned 
the pages, I saw the subscription 
card. I begged him for it—it was 
a 2007 issue. 

I took it home and posted it. 
Today I am happy to be a reader 
again, after 20-plus years. May 
God bless you to keep proclaim-
ing the true gospel to all nations.

Guyana

Thank you for all this infor-
mation. I am a devout reader of 
The Good News, and I share this 
with my friends and neighbors. I 
receive the daily Good News com-
mentaries. I am a Catholic, but I 
get most of my learning from you 
guys. Thank you. 

God is good.
Internet

I received the November-
December Good News magazine. 
It has been a great blessing for me, 
and I would like to order some 
free booklets from you… May 
God bless you all.

Denmark

I was very happy when I found 
out that the United Church of God 
is in Sweden. I must say that your 
magazine is changing my life. 

When I lost my best friend, I 
was really down; but then I picked 
up one of your magazines, and it 
gave me hope that I will be able 

to meet him again. Thanks. God 
bless you.

Karlskrona, Sweden

Member Proud of the UCG 
Web Site

I just wanted to tell you that I 
love our Internet site. I have been 
attending for over 30 years and go 
to the site often to read articles 
and watch sermon videos, so I 
felt the need to express my sin-
cere appreciation for all the hard 
work that goes into making this 
site what it is. It has been help-
ful to me and is jam-packed with 
information. We truly have a Web 
site to be proud of, and it is sure to 
help those searching for the truth, 
to find it. Thank you!

Internet

Free Bible Study Guides 
Help Start the Day With 
Right Frame of Mind

I love these short vignettes (www.
freebiblestudyguides.org). They 
are just the right length for me to 
go over in the morning before I 
leave for work and put me in the 
right frame of mind as I start my 
day. I have enjoyed understanding 
the use of the Roman armor and 
how we can apply them to our 
spiritual armor.

Internet

Subscribers Thankful for 
Free Literature

I would like to thank the 
Almighty God who helps your 

Church share information for 
free. I requested three booklets 
last time and am very happy that 
I received them yesterday. Thank 
you very much for what you have 
done for me. This has motivated 
me to study God’s Word more 
than ever because my mind is now 
getting challenged.

Internet

Recently I ordered study books, 
which you offer to the public for 
free. I sent a check along with my 
order as I know publishing for 
thousands of people can be cost-
ly. Since I felt this was the most 
valuable information that I could 
receive; the amount I paid was 
hardly enough. 

You have sent me a letter thank-
ing me and letting me know what 
else is available to me. Across 
the miles the United Church of 
God has been more welcoming 
to me than the local church I’ve 
been attending. I’m gaining new 
insight and reminding myself of 
things already learned. Thank 
you so much.

United States

Viewer Ready to Delve Into 
UCG Material

I viewed the Beyond Today pro-
gram for the first time today real 
early in the morning. Today I have 
spent considerable time on the 
Web site. Wow, is it packed with 
information—a lot for me to take 
in all at once! 

I just registered for a copy of 
the offered magazine. Next I will 
delve into the program archives. 
But most importantly—thanks for 
publishing TV channel informa-
tion and times so I can find you 
again on TV. If not—well, I’ll find 
you on my computer.

Internet

Feast Cards Encourage 
Those Unable to Attend

Many thanks to all! 
Many of my fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ, from all 
over, who attended the Feast this 
year in Wisconsin Dells, took the 
time to sign cards and send letters 
and postcards to those of us who 
for one reason or another, were 
unable to attend. So on behalf of 
them and myself, who were the 
recipients of their thoughtfulness, 
kindness and love, I simply would 
like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you so very much! 

May our dear Heavenly Father 
shine His peace, joy, grace, mercy 
and agape love down upon all of 
my fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ Jesus our Lord!

Indiana 

Texas, died peacefully on Nov. 30, 
2009, at the age of 77.    

Bob was born on Feb. 14, 1932, 
in Chicago, Illinois, to the late 
Walter and Elma Lucy Mettler 
Hawkes and grew up in Houston, 
Texas. He graduated from the Uni-
versity of North Texas in Denton. 
He served his country in the U.S. 
Army and was stationed in Fort 
Knox, Kentucky, and Germany. 

He worked for the U.S. govern-
ment as a certified fraud exam-
iner, retiring in 1997 after receiv-
ing several awards and accolades 
during his service.   

Robert was a member of God’s 
Church for 52 years, baptized in 
1957 at the same time as his dad. 
He and his dad listened to Her-
bert Armstrong on station XELO 
out of Mexico. 

He loved traveling the world 
to attend God’s Feast of Taber-
nacles. 

He held his commercial pilot’s 
license and enjoyed flying small 
aircraft. Bob also enjoyed build-
ing model airplanes, go-karts and 
tree houses for his kids.  

Bob was an adoring father and 
was loved dearly by all his children. 
He was a devoted grandfather and 
great-grandfather. Robert is survived 
by his daughters, Darlene (Mark) 
Hawkes Yblood, Arlene (Robert) 
Hawkes Setzekorn, Sharlene (Jon) 
Hawkes Clark; son, David (Rosa) 
Hawkes; six grandchildren; one 
stepgrandson; one stepgreat-grand-
daughter; and his brother George 
(Gloria) Hawkes.  

Robert was loved very much 
and will be greatly missed by fam-
ily and friends.  

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.

Maxine Neff, wife of Leroy 
Neff, died on April 23, 2010. 

Maxine was born Avon Max-
ine Bostwick in Williams, Ore-
gon, on Feb. 19, 1924. Her fam-
ily attended the Apostolic Faith 
Church for a number of years. 
One Sunday the Neff family 
invited the Bostwicks over for 
dinner after church. At the time 
Maxine was a teenager. Leroy 
Neff had a good time with Max-
ine’s brothers but didn’t notice 
the girls until his friend Clar-
ence teased him about his new 
girlfriend. 

The Bostwicks were invited 
back the next Sunday, and Leroy 
looked at Maxine again and was 
hooked—she was beautiful! The 
trouble was that Maxine didn’t 
show interest in Leroy. But a year 
or so later Maxine accepted him 
as her boyfriend.  

They were married Aug. 
15, 1942. Both were 18. A few 
months later Leroy went into 
the U.S. Army Air Corps for 
almost three years. During this 
time Maxine gave birth to Lar-

ry, with Carol and Don coming 
later. 

After the war, the couple 
moved to the Portland, Oregon, 
area and eventually built a small 
home in the Garden Home area. 
Leroy and Maxine began attend-
ing the Radio Church of God in 
1951 and later became members 
of the United Church of God.

In the mid-1950s, the family of 
five moved to Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, so Leroy could attend 
Ambassador College.

In 1962 Maxine experienced 
a heart attack. She nearly died, 
but eventually recovered after 
many months of recuperation. 
Her family was privileged to 
have her for an additional 48 
years, a wonderful blessing!

In the early ’60s they moved to 
Big Sandy, Texas, where Leroy 
oversaw the opening of another 
Ambassador College campus. 
Then they moved back to Pasa-
dena in the early ’70s. They also 
spent a few years in Houston, 
Texas, where Leroy was a pas-
tor. In later years she and Leroy 
traveled the world frequently to 
attend his duties as treasurer for 
the Worldwide Church of God 
and Ambassador College.

When Leroy retired from his 
duties for the Worldwide Church 
of God, they purchased a fifth-
wheel trailer and traveled around 
the United States for a few years, 
and eventually settled down in 
Big Sandy, Texas.

Maxine was a wonderful home-
maker and cook, serving many 
fine meals to her husband, chil-
dren, grandchildren and others. 
Campouts with extended family 
were some of her most treasured 
times. 

She was both wise and prac-
tical and was an extremely giv-
ing person. She was loved and 
respected greatly by virtually 
everyone who knew her. She will 
be missed.

Tribute: Maxine 
Neff

Maxine Neff

Bob Hawkes

Letters

Letters to the Editor: Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. Comments 
and suggestions are welcome. Please let 
us know if you would like your name 
printed. Mail to: United News, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027 or e-mail un@ucg.org.



Malaysia and Singapore will hold 
services in English at the hotel. We 
expect about 25 brethren from sur-
rounding Asian nations.

Most brethren will stay at the 
Mahkota Hotel. A one-bedroom 
deluxe apartment (twin share) is 
about $57 per night, and a two-bed-
room deluxe apartment (quad share) 
is about $92 per night.  These rates 
include buffet breakfast. For more 
information about the hotel, visit 
www.mahkotahotel.com.my.

For further details about the 
Feast in Malaysia go to www.ucg-
singapore.org/feast/malacca2010. 
To register for this site or to make 
hotel bookings, please contact 
Feast coordinator Jeff Caudle by 
phone at +64 9 8175496 or by e-mail 
at jeff_caudle@ucg.org.

Jeff Caudle

United Youth Corps–
Jordan Volunteers Picked

Five volunteers were chosen to 
serve for one year in Jordan for the 
United Youth Corps. 

Darren and Amber Henke, 
Stephanie Newcomb, Amanda 
Hendee and Stella Helterbrand 
will be serving at the Amman 
Baccalaureate School, the YMWA 
Bunayat Centre for Special Edu-
cation and the Regional Human 
Security Centre in Amman, Jor-
dan. Prior to departure, they will 
undergo face-to-face training ses-
sions in July and will leave for 
their assignments in the middle of 
August.

Since the summer of 2000 when 
United Youth Corps was launched, 
over 120 young adults have partici-
pated in various projects around the 
world.

Doug Horchak

United Youth Camps 
Accreditation Renewed

As we enter the summer time in 
the northern hemisphere, several 
of our preteen and teen camps 
will be starting soon. United 
Youth Camps were accredited 
by the American Camp Associa-
tion (ACA) in the year 2000, and 
every three years our camps are 
visited again by the ACA to see 
if we are still meeting the safety 
standards of that nationally rec-
ognized organization. Last sum-
mer it was time for another visit, 
and we received word that our 

accreditation was renewed again 
for another three years.

The ACA toughened their stan-
dards in several areas beginning 
in 2007, and this was our first visit 
under the revised standards. Camps 
are expected to comply with all state 
and local laws, in addition to scor-
ing a minimum of 80 percent on 
standards in each of 10 sections. 

Three out of our seven camps 
were visited last year and between 
the three camps only one item was 
missed, giving us a nearly perfect 
score. Scoring so highly is an indi-

cation of a high level of profession-
alism as well as loving care for our 
youth that is exhibited by our staff 
and directors in the UYC program.

Ken Treybig

Corrections
In the chart showing the ballot 

results for the 2010 General Coun-
cil of Elders annual meeting in the 
May 2010 United News, the per-
centages listed for the budget were 
incorrect. The ballot amounts 
were correct with 399 votes cast, 
279 of which were yes and 120 were 
no. The correct percentage num-
bers are 69.9 percent yes and 30.1 
percent no. We also apologize for 
misspelling Mario Seiglie’s name.

Chattanooga to Host 
Rafting Trip, Aug. 8

The Chattanooga congregation 
will be hosting the annual white-
water Ocoee rafting trip on Sunday, 
Aug. 8, starting at 10 a.m. As in pri-
or years, the Church will be utilizing 
the services of Ocoee Inn Rafting as 
outfitters for the trip. In accordance 
with Tennessee law, participants 
must be at least 12 years old and in 
good health. 

Those with bad backs or other 
similar injuries should not partici-
pate due to the strenuous and jar-
ring nature of the activity. Due to 
the inherent risky activity, all par-
ticipants must sign a liability waiver.  
Those under 18 will need a parent 
or legal guardian’s signature before 
they can participate.

We have reserved a block of raft-
ing spots. In order to guarantee that 
you have a seat, please send a signed 
liability waiver and a check pay-
able to the United Church of God, 
Cleveland for $26 per person by July 
15th to the address below:  

Allen Dance
9201 Cobblestone Hill Dr.
Ooltewah, TN 37363
Please clearly identify each par-

ticipant, congregation and a phone 
number where you can be contact-

ed. We must have your deposit to 
reserve you a spot. It is on a first-
come, first-served basis, so send it 
in as soon as possible. This activity 
takes place regardless of the weath-
er. If you have any questions, please 
contact Allen Dance at (423) 855-
0868 or e-mail him at allendance@
hotmail.com.

Camping and cabin facilities are 
available in the area. The Church 
does not sponsor a group campsite, 
but individual families are welcome 
to take advantage of the opportuni-
ties to camp at their own risk if they 
so desire. 

The Chilhowee Recreation Area 
of the Cherokee National Forest is 
a 20-minute drive from the outfit-
ters. Campsites are on a first-come, 
first-served basis and generally fill 
up on the weekends. Early arrival is 
advised. As in past years, there will 
be a camp Bible study on the Sab-
bath in the Chilhowee Recreation 
Area.

Allen Dance

Calendar of Events
June 7-11: ABC Continuing Education 

seminars, Cincinnati, Ohio.
June 12-13: Tampa Bay Family 

Weekend, http://st-petersburg.
ucg.org.

June 27-July 4: Camp Woodmen, 
Alabama.

July 4: Kansas City Singles’ 
Weekend, http://kc2010.org.

July 4-11: Camp Hye Sierra, 
California.

July 4-11: Camp Carter, Texas.
July 9-11: Northwest summer social 

and picnic, Seattle, Washington.
July 15: O.C. Bash, Aaron Weis 

(714) 316-6702 or aaronweis@
yahoo.com.

July 25-Aug. 1: Northwest Camp, 
Oregon.

Aug. 8: Tennessee rafting trip, 
allendance@hotmail.com.

Aug. 10-17: Camp Pinecrest, 
Missouri.

Aug. 15-22: Camp Heritage, 
Pennsylvania.

Sept. 5: Houston Music Festival, 
Bucha na n E nv i ron ment a l @
embarqmail.com.

■ UCG Web Presence Expands
On May 25, Internet managing editor 
Aaron Booth reported the following 
exciting stats for UCG Web activity:
19,992 total Facebook fans. 
3,845 total Twitter followers.
155 Bible FAQs posted. 
480,628 Bible FAQs views.
509 videos posted on YouTube.
1,210,990 video views on YouTube. 
197 e-mail campaigns (This Is the Way, 
UCG Weekly Update, GN Newsletter, WNP 
E-news) sent. 
347,095 clicks to our Web sites generated by 
e-mail campaigns. 

Featured Link
■ God Cares for You
http://godcaresforyou.ucg.org

Watch the new video 
project by UCG 
media producer 
Clint Porter and staff 
writer Jeremy Lallier 
that offers hope and 
answers for those 
asking the question, 
does God care? 

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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News
At a Glance

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

Congratulations! We would like to feature the 2010 college gradu-
ates in the August United News. Please take a few minutes to answer 
these questions and send a photograph by July 14, 2010. 
1. Graduate’s Name
2. Parents’ Names
3. Congregation and Pastor’s Name
4. College Accomplishments
5. Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests (tell a little bit about yourself)
6. Plans After Graduation
7. Additional Comments (favorite quote, favorite scripture, motto, advice, etc. Please iden-

tify which it is, so we don’t think your advice is your motto, etc.)
Also include your phone number or e-mail address to use to confirm spellings, etc. (They 
will not be printed.) Please send with a recent photo (conforming with biblical standards of 
dress and hair length) of the graduate by July 14.

By e-mail to: Elizabeth_Cannon@ucg.org. 
By mail to: United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length; 250-word maximum length. Thanks!

Attention Graduating COLLEGE Seniors
Send Us Your Bios !


