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by Elizabeth Cannon

The General Conference of Elders 
convened May 3-4 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and selected William Edding-
ton (international), Scott Ashley, 
Melvin Rhodes and Richard Thomp-
son to sit on the Council of Elders. 
The Strategic Plan, Operation Plan 
and budget were ratified. 

A Whole Church Effort
On May 2, 447 elders, elders’ 

wives and others met for Sabbath 
services along with 70 congrega-
tions via phone hookups, 500 video 
Web connections, 53 English audio 
connections and seven Spanish con-
nections. 

Outgoing Chairman Robert 
Dick based his sermon on the 
theme of this year’s GCE, “Mak-
ing Disciples: A Whole Church 
Effort.” (See page 7 to read an 
interview with Mr. Dick.) 

In his sermon, he outlined sev-

en critical factors that impact the 
Church’s ability to make disciples. 

“There are few things we desire more,” 
said Mr. Dick, “than to see the call-
ing of new people.” 

The business meeting of the Gen-
eral Conference of Elders began on 
Sunday morning, with Mr. Dick 
introducing the elders of the Unit-
ed Church of God ordained or cre-

dentialed since last year: Alfredo 
Arboleas, Andy Buchholz, Martin 
Cole, Dave DeHart, Barry How-
deshell, Mike Iiams, Barry Kor-
thuis, Charles May, Peter McNair, 
Arnold Mendez Sr., Homer Moore, 
David Pavlik, Patrick Read, Jeff 
Richards, Phil Sandilands, John 
Trotter and David West.

How Do We Make Disciples?
Clyde Kilough gave the keynote 

address after the balloting took place 
and asked what it meant to make dis-
ciples. Mr. Kilough pointed out that 
making disciples involves exercising 
righteousness and godly leadership 
to serve all in the development of 
spiritual maturity.

In the early years of the GCE, Mr. 
Dick said in a sermon, “We must be a 
work before we can do a work.” Like-
wise, we must be disciples before we 
can make disciples.

by John Foster

After the General Conference of Elders meeting, the 
Council of Elders held regular meetings at the home office 
May 5 to 7. Among other items of business, the Coun-

cil selected Roy 
Holladay to be 
the new chair-
man for the next 
two-year term.

S e c r e t a r y 
David Johnson 
presided over 
the balloting for 
the next Council 
chairman, which 
required a two-
thirds majority. 

The Council chose Mr. Holladay to be the next chairman 
on the second ballot. His term begins July 2009 at the start 
of the new fiscal year.

Outgoing Chairman Bob Dick, who opted not to be on 
the ballot for the Council this year, pointed out that one of 
the most pleasing things about being on the Council  has 
been the orderly transition of responsibilities with dignity, 
respect and honor. 

Mr. Holladay thanked Bob and Dyanne Dick for their 
faithful work over the years on the Council. He said that 
he will be calling Mr. Dick, as he has always been a foun-
tain of information. Mr. Holladay mentioned that one of 
his goals is to build a better working relationship between 
the Council and administration.

Mr. Holladay is the pastor of the Rome, Georgia, and 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, congregations. He has previ-
ously served as chairman from 2000 to 2002 and also as 
president from 2002 to 2005.  UN
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MailChimp 
Streamlines E-Mail 
Campaigns

Beginning in April, the Media and 
Communications Sevices department 
began using the e-mail service provid-
er (ESP) MailChimp to facilitate the 
mailing of the weekly ucg.org and the 
biweekly World News and Prophecy 
e-news updates.

Using this service ensures that we 
have a list of legitimate and up-to-date 
e-mail addresses and also ensures 
that our e-mails will not be labeled as 
spam—unsolicited or undesired bulk 
e-mail messages often sent by e-mail 
marketing campaigns.

This service provides a “double opt-
in” feature. When a person signs up 
to receive our e-mail updates by sub-
mitting his or her e-mail address on 
our Web sites, MailChimp automati-
cally sends that person an e-mail to 
confirm that he or she wants to be on 
the e-mail list. It also sends another 
e-mail asking the person to verify his 
or her contact information so that our 
records are correct.

By learning more information about 
the person, such as his or her name 
(which would allow us to personalize 
the e-mail message by directly address-
ing the reader), age range and region, 
we can gather more information about 
the demographics of our e-mail list. 

“It’s a very powerful tool. There 
are a lot of people who may not go 
to Web sites regularly, but they will 
check their e-mail,”  Internet manag-
ing editor Aaron Booth commented. 
Some even access our e-mail updates 
on their mobile phones.

GCE Focuses on the Goal of “Making Disciples” 
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THE COUNCIL OF ELDERS AND ADMINISTRATION address questions from the General Conference of Elders during a Q&A session May 3.

Council Selects New Chairman for 2009-2011

See “GCE,” page 6

International Council Member Selected U.S. Council Members Selected

William Eddington
Scott Ashley

Melvin Rhodes
Richard Thompson

Ratify 2009-2010 Strategic Plan

Total number of votes cast: 345
Yes:  299 (86.7%)  No:  46 (13.3%)

Votes needed to ratify: 173
The Strategic Plan is ratified.

Ratify 2009-2010 Operation Plan
Total number of votes cast: 345
Yes:  294 (85.2%) No:  51 (14.8%)

Votes needed to ratify: 173 
The Operation Plan is ratified.

Ratify 2009-2010 Budget

Total number of votes cast: 343
Yes:  289 (84.3%) No:  54 (15.7%)

Votes needed to ratify: 172
The budget is ratified.

2009 General Conference of Elders Ballot Results

6,000

Bob Dick, Roy Holladay and Vic Kubik



by Larry Salyer

Country music 
star Garth Brooks 
had a big hit with a 
song called “Friends 
in Low Places.” He 
sang about being 
rejected by his 
highbrow girlfriend 
and resorting to his 
dependable friends 
to find solace. 

We relish the 
friendship of people who see us through hard 
times. My wife, Judy, and I have found that when 
we face trials we always fall back on a few precious 
friendships forged through mutual hardship that 

started back in our earliest days in the Church and 
the ministry. 

Sometimes such relationships develop because 
you find yourself in the foxhole with someone and 
live to tell about it. A bond is built that can last a 
lifetime. Such friendships include a high level of 
trust based on proven fruits. They are described in 
Proverbs 18:24, “There is a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother.” Many of us have closer relation-
ships with spiritual brethren than we have with 
siblings who do not know and live by the truth. 
The saying goes that “blood is thicker than water,” 
but we recognize that by analogy “spirit is thicker 
than blood.”

Christ set us a perfect example, calling us His 
friends and offering to share our burdens even 
though we are the weak of the world. All around 
us are people who need a friend with whom they 

can share their troubles and deepest concerns—
someone with whom they can talk freely, knowing 
they will be heard with an open mind and heart. 
Do you have a friend like that? Are you that kind 
of friend to anyone? 

Right now we may take our brethren for granted. 
We may even get a little too judgmental at times. 
But as society around us turns up the heat of per-
secution on anyone who lives a godly lifestyle (2 
Timothy 3:12), we will no doubt be thankful for the 
friendship and support of our fellow Christians.

We ought to be building deeper friendships 
among the brethren day by day. To do that we 
need to recognize the value of loyal friends who 
will stick by us when the going gets tough. The time 
is coming when all the great and influential of the 
world will turn their backs on us. In that time of 
need, we will no doubt appreciate “friends in low 
places.” Forward to the foxholes!  UN

Larry Salyer is the Media and Communica-
tions Services operation manager.
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An interesting development of 
recent campaigns is the discovery 
that our e-mails are being opened in 
many countries around the world. Mr. 
Booth reports that e-mails have been 
opened in countries such as Russia, 
Japan, Malaysia, Pakistan, Afghani-
stan, Iran, Israel, Jordan, and in nearly 
every country in Europe, Africa and 
South America. 

“It’s exciting to see on an interactive 
map that our e-mails are being opened 
all over the world,” Mr. Booth said. “It 
is definitely a worldwide effort.”

He pointed out that most people 
understand how e-mail works and feel 
comfortable using e-mail for updates. 
As a result, we also build loyalty to our 
Web sites and increase the number of 
return visitors who want to read more 
information on our Web sites.

In the future, we plan to use 
MailChimp for more of our e-mail lists. 

Elizabeth Cannon

Pastoral Training 
Program Completes 
Third Session

The pastoral training program fin-
ished its third session with seven days 
of classes May 13 to 20. 

Classes during this segment includ-
ed biblical scholarship, prison visit-
ing, how to make your messages stick, 
working with multiple-church circuits 
and cultural issues faced in interna-
tional areas.

All three segments of the program 
covered approximately 90 topics in 
about 210 intensive training hours.

Elder Ordained at 
Interactive Internet 
Sabbath Services

On the Sabbath of April 4, 2009, we 
had a very special service in the Bahia 
Blanca, Argentina, congregation. First, 
we had international visitors, Saul Lan-
garica, the pastor who lives in Chile, as 
well as regional director of the Spanish-

speaking region Leon Walker and his 
wife, Reba, from the United States.

The second special event was the 
ordination of an elder in Argentina, 

See “News at a Glance,” page 13
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ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 928, 
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Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, 
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The 
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general 
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good 
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address 
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s Canadian Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site, 
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site, 
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site, 
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern 
Africa Web site. 
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Scott Ashley, managing editor of The Good News magazine and 
United Church of God booklets, is one of the newly selected Council 
members chosen at this year’s annual meeting of the General Confer-
ence of Elders. He and his wife, Connie, attend the Denver, Colorado, 
congregation where Mrs. Ashley serves as the local treasurer. 

After graduating first in his high school class, Mr. Ashley went to 
Ambassador College in Big Sandy, Texas, graduating in 1976 with a 
theology major and minors in journalism and speech. It was there that 
he first became interested in publishing, an industry in which he has 
worked for more than 30 years. 

During his career, he has worked for several publishing companies, 
including the publishing and editorial departments of the Worldwide 
Church of God and also Rodale Press. He has been employed by the 
United Church of God since 1995, overseeing the planning, writing, 
editing, reviewing and production of The Good News, 33 booklets and 
the 12-lesson Bible Study Course.

 “My primary personal goal in overseeing these publications has been 
to produce the most clear, defensible, well-thought-out library of mate-
rial explaining the teachings of the Church of God in our history… It 
has been a great experience to work with so many dedicated elders and 
members in producing our publications over the last 14 years in a true 
spirit of cooperation and consensus. Our publishing efforts demon-
strate that these foundational principles of UCG truly work and work 
well when we pull together to focus on getting the job done.”

Growing up in Alabama on property owned by his grandfather, Mr. 
Ashley enjoyed a childhood in the country where his family grew most 
of their own food. “My two brothers and I worked hard growing up, 
but in many ways it was an idyllic childhood.” 

He began attending Church as 
a teenager, but his family’s contact 
with the truth began with his great-
grandmother, who listened to Mr. 
Armstrong back in the 1930s. His 
grandfather continued listening in 
the 1960s, and Mr. Ashley began 
attending church services with his 
parents in 1970. “My mother and 
father, who was a deacon and later 
a non-salaried elder, showed me a 
great deal of what it means to serve 
God’s people. I was privileged to 
learn so much from them.”

He said his biggest influence has 
been “God’s Church because it has 
shaped every aspect of my life. Sec-
ond would be my parents because of their standards, beliefs and giving 
and serving attitude. And, of course, my wife of 33 years, Connie, who is 
a very intelligent, wise and caring person.”

Mr. Ashley was ordained an elder in 1993 in Denver, after serving as 
deacon for several years. 

As one of the newest members of the Council, he appreciates the chal-
lenges he will face in the new position, but he also looks forward to the 
work the Council can accomplish.

He said he looks forward to “working together with a group of dedicated, 
committed men to address issues and to forge a warm and spiritually grow-
ing body to which our Father can call more children for His family.”

“We’re all in this together. We are a body and every member is impor-
tant. Each of us is God’s treasured possession, and we need to see that in 
one another and treat each other that way.”  UN

Profile: Scott Ashley
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Scott Ashley

Alfredo Arboleas and his family



On Sunday, April 5, Bernard Hongerloot, one 
of our ministers serving in the French-speaking 
regions, left Cincinnati for a two-week visit, meet-
ing 37 people in three countries.

He arrived safely in Geneva, Switzerland, after a 
five-hour delay in Rome, and was greeted by Jean-
Pierre Vernaud, one of our faithful members in the 
region who was waiting for him with a beaming 
smile. “Good to see our favorite Saint Bernard,” 
he said cheerfully! 

Mr. Hongerloot stayed at the Vernauds’ bed-
and-breakfast for three days. They live about 20 
miles away from Geneva, in a quiet village called 
Trelex amidst vineyards and pastures, with the 

Alps as a mag-
nificent back-
drop. Apart 
from his min-
isterial duties, 
Mr. Honger-
loot enjoyed 
the title of 
Official Swiss 
Cheese Taster. 
Some tough 
assignment! 

During his 
stay in Geneva, 
Mr. Honger-
loot directed 
the Passover 

ceremony for nine people, enjoyed a superb smor-
gasbord for the Night to Be Much Observed, gave 
two sermons on the First Day of Unleavened Bread 
and gave a short Bible study on the wanderings of 
the children of Israel. Our members, who are very 
isolated, remarked about the wonderful time they 
had fellowshipping with everyone. 

He left for Bordeaux, France, on Friday morning, 
to spend some time with the French “Southern-
ers,” preaching on the Sabbath and sharing a few 
delightful moments with retired minister Bernard 
Audoin and his wife, Colette. 

Thirteen people were in attendance, and ser-
vices were followed later by a delicious meal at 

the Bernals’ house in St. Médard-en-Jalles near 
Bordeaux. 

Mr. Hongerloot’s next stop was Belgium. He left 
Bordeaux on Monday, April 13, on board a high-
speed train. 

Once in Belgium, he had lunch and spent time 
with Rees Ellis, the leader of a Belgian church 
group, and his wife, Fanny, in Nalinnes. His group 
has expressed the desire to “get closer” to United 
Church of God. 

Mr. Hongerloot spent the Last Day of Unleav-
ened Bread visiting the rustic cottage of Mr. and 
Mrs. François in Nandrin, in the Liège region. He 
gave one sermon and a short Bible study there with 
nine in attendance. Mr. François, who is 80 and 
has lung cancer, keeps a positive attitude but needs 
our urgent prayers. 

The next stop, Paris, the City of Lights, was as 
beautiful as ever with its magnificent spring set-
ting. Mr. Hongerloot preached on the Sabbath with 
seven in attendance before returning to Cincinnati 
on April 19.

Mr. Hongerloot found the time spent with our 
dedicated and faithful French-speaking members 
in Switzerland, France and Belgium, truly sober-
ing and inspiring. It is a small flock indeed but a 
very special one in God’s eyes. They send their 
love to all their brethren around the world.  UN

Bernard Hongerloot, who lives in Cincinnati, 
is one of our elders serving in the French-speak-
ing regions.

Senior Pastor Reports “Rough Times” for Members in East Africa

Booklets Translated 
Into Swedish

The booklets What Is Your Destiny? 
and The Road to Eternal Life have 
recently been translated into Swedish. 
PDF versions of both booklets can be 
found at the Swedish UCG Web site 
www.ucg.org/svenska.

Victor Kubik

TESL to Begin Second 
Year in Ukraine

This summer Daniel and Cindy 
Harper from Cherbourg, France, and 
Ken and Cherie Zahora from India-
napolis, Indiana, along with Victor 
Kubik, will have the opportunity to 
visit Vinogradov, Ukraine, in July to 
mentor and teach English to street 
children.

This year’s two-week project, 
sponsored by LifeNets, will be an 
opportunity to build upon a project 
started last year.

The volunteers will provide Eng-
lish classes each morning of camp 
and help organize and staff sports 
and leisure activities in the after-
noon. 

The volunteers hope to make an 
impact on the lives of the children, 
not only through English, but also 
through loving, patient, caring inter-
actions, positive examples and ser-
vice during camp.

Cindy Harper

Report on Booklets 
Requested in UK

Over the last 12 months, more 
than 16,700 booklets and brochures 
were requested by readers of The 
Good News and other publications, 
like the Bible Study Course, Verti-
cal Thought and World News and 
Prophecy. Of the 16,713 requests, 
11,397 were sent via the Internet.  

These figures do not, of course, 
include the copies of our magazines 
sent to subscribers.

The top requested booklets are 
What Happens After Death? The 
Ten Commandments and What Is 
Your Destiny? This is directly attrib-
utable to the Google advertisements 
that the home office has been placing. 
We are very grateful for this, as it is 
also the source of Good News maga-
zine requests too.

Without the faithful support and 
prayers of the membership and our 
coworkers, we would not be able to 
mail so many items. 

Peter Hawkins
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by John Elliott

East Africa has been through some rough times 
over the last year, including prolonged drought and 
civilian unrest. It began last January when post-
election violence spread across Kenya resulting 
in over 1,500 dead and chaos that destabilized the 
entire region’s economic infrastructure. 

God miraculously spared the lives of many of 
our brethren in situations that are unimaginable 
in the West. Interviews of UCG members amidst 
a background of life-threatening violence can be 
seen at tinyurl.com/d6a264.  

David Gichuru, a deacon in Nairobi, wrote in 
March, “The drought situation here is getting from 
bad to worse. Green foods are in short supply and 
even water supply is diminishing on every front. 
Thank you for the relief to the hard-stricken breth-
ren. Kindly remember us in your prayers.” 

This is supposed to be the season of “the long 
rains,” which Kenyans count on for daily down-
pours from April to July. Something is really 
wrong this year, as we have witnessed some areas 
getting light rain while many others are bone dry. 
Every day people we meet tell us the drought is 
God’s retribution for humanity failing to show 
love. Good Works funds have enabled us to pro-
vide them with maize/cornmeal, for which they are 
very appreciative. 

Vegetables grown in personal garden plots where 
rain is present are easing the situation. In the mean-
time, the cost of food has nearly tripled, which 
compounds the problem for everyone, including 
our 800 attendees. 

The news occasionally reports of relief aid being 
sent to the region. In over six years of visiting with 
hundreds of people across the nation, I have never 
spoken to a person who has received any form of 
aid except discounted AIDS medicines. Conse-
quently, the Church has been our members’ sole 
form of emergency food relief. 

While these physical challenges grab our atten-
tion, it is the spiritual growth that is our most 
important focus. My wife, Merrie, and I spent most 
of April visiting congregations and strengthening 
the ordained leadership in East Africa.

It has been encouraging to see the continued 
growth and maturing of members who are try-
ing to emulate Christ and looking forward to the 
Kingdom of God. As John Otieno, a deacon from 
Migori, said, “We hope that it’s God’s will that He 
will grant us eternal life as we endure hardship to 
the end.” 

Our elder in Kenya, Antonio Ndung’u, continu-
ally visits congregations around the region, work-
ing with the local leaders and performing baptisms. 
I joined him on several such counseling visits this 
trip, resulting in four baptisms. 

Interest and visit requests continue to come 
in from GN subscribers in Ethiopia and Eritrea. 
However, to date we have neither baptized mem-
bers nor any infrastructure in those areas. With 
limited means and manpower, we pray for God’s 

direction and that His will be done in 
those countries. 

Calm has returned to Kenya and 
visiting here is safe again. The shores 
of Lake Naivasha will again host what 
will be our last Feast at that venue. If 
you would like to come along and enjoy 
the tranquil setting and nice facilities, 
Tim Waddle will be the coordina-
tor and would appreciate your help. 
E-mail him at tim_waddle@ucg.org. 

Next year we plan to reduce our 
Festival expenses by holding the Feast at two sites 
located in areas closer to where the members live. 

Thank you for your continuing prayers for all of 
God’s people worldwide. Along with them, occa-
sionally thank God for the ongoing success of His 
work here, and ask for His inspiration in teaching 
and encouraging our precious brethren in East 
Africa.  UN

John Elliott is the senior pastor of the East Africa 
congregations.

Minister Spends Memorable Feast in French-Speaking Europe

Josiah Njoroge of Makutano reports 
that God protected His people during 
the postelection violence in Kenya

Bernard Hongerloot (fourth from the left) and our dedicated members 
in Switzerland during the Days of Unleavened Bread

Moses Meraba Nyera and his family relate their experiences
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by Tine Banda

It was Aristotle who coined the 
paradoxical phrase, “We make war 
that we may live in peace.’’ Ironi-
cally, mankind’s search for peace 
has yielded little but carnage and 
catastrophe. 

Regrettably, we are all implicated. 
We have all—at one time or anoth-
er—been active (at times unwitting) 
participants in breaching the peace. 

Since our arrival in the Middle 
East (now almost nine months ago), 
we have given a great deal of thought 
and reflection to “peace,” or as is sad-
ly the case in this troubled yet charm-
ing region, the absence of it. 

In order to be credible young 
ambassadors for this increasingly 
illusive ideal, we have been com-
pelled to ask ourselves, Just what is 

peace and where can we find it? How 
does one work for peace or, indeed, 
how does one work against it? 

True peace, of course, is not just the 
absence of war and violent confronta-
tion. True peace resonates across the 
entire gamut of human existence to 
encompass peace in the home, peace 
in the mind, peace in our relationships, 
peace in the community, peace with 
God’s creation, peace with neighbor 
and, ultimately and fundamentally, 
peace with our Creator.  

Today, all of these different spheres 
of human existence are in disarray—
no matter the geographic locale. Peace 
of mind is a rare commodity—we vex, 
we fret, we agonize. Our relationships 
are antagonistic and strained. Our 

families are falling  apart. We malign 
others with impunity. We misunder-
stand, we suspect, we distrust. Man 
does not care to know his maker. We 
have been irresponsible stewards of 
God’s creation. We insult those we 
disagree with. In short, there is a criti-
cal “peace deficit.”  

When we are asked—as all five of 
us have been on many occasions—
to pick a side in the various conflicts 
and ideological battles raging across 
multiple spectrums, we invariably 
say, “We are for peace.” While this 
is a simple answer, it is not simplistic. 
It is not a cowardly dodge either. We 
mean exactly what we say.  

However, being “for peace” pre-
supposes that we understand what 

breaches the peace in the first place. 
James addresses this very issue 

in chapter 4 of his epistle by asking 
this poignant question: What is the 
source of all this fighting? Is it not 
from “your desires for pleasure that 
war in your members? You lust and 
do not have. You murder and covet 
and cannot obtain. You fight and war. 
Yet you do not have because you do 
not ask. You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask amiss, that you may 
spend it on your pleasures.’’ 

Thus ultimately, it is pride, envy, 
greed and a corrupt desire for the 
wrong kind of pleasure that breaches 
the peace. Illicit pleasure is that which 
is obtained at the expense of our 
responsibilities toward God and our 
fellow man: It is “pleasure at all costs.” 

The projected expe-
riential outcomes of 
this project in Jordan 
include a broadening 

of one’s worldview and mindset, a 
value of service and leadership, and 
an appreciation and respect of other 
peoples and cultures. All of these 
components are critical ingredients 
in the peace initiative. 

When we understand that the 
world is much bigger than our own 
carved-out place in it; when we 
tirelessly serve other human beings, 
using the way we would like to be 
treated as the appropriate bench-
mark; when we lead in love, mercy 
and humility; when we understand 
that all the families of the earth 
are God’s children and are equally 
loved by Him, we work for peace. 

Wherever possible, as much as 
it depends on us, we are to live 
peaceably with all men (Romans 

12:18). While this scripture does 
not endorse a “peace at all costs” 
approach, I have found that in most 
cases, living in peace does, in fact, 
depend on us. 

What this scripture tells us is that 
we have a choice in the matter. We 
can choose to sow the seeds of peace 
through humility, service, mercy 
and forgiveness, or we can sow the 
seeds of mayhem and antagonism 
through a selfish and arrogant “I’m 
Number 1” approach. 

We are admonished to seek peace 
and pursue it (Psalm 34:14). The 
word “pursue” denotes a diligent 
and active striving or carrying out 
of that which is pursued. It has been 
our aim to seek and pursue peace on 
this project, and with God’s help we 
will continue to do so.  UN

Keep up with the adventures of the 
Jordan Youth Corps volunteers at 
uycjordan08.blogspot.com.

United Youth Corps in Jordan: Seek Peace and Pursue It

Zach and Emily Smith riding camels at the pyramids in Egypt

Lena VanAusdle and Tine Banda at a restaurant in downtown Amman

When we are asked—as all five of us have been on many 
occasions—to pick a side…we invariably say, 

“We are for peace.”

Volunteers Chosen for Youth Corps–Jordan; Kenya Application Due
The five volunteers who will 

serve in Amman, Jordan, this year 
beginning in mid-August have 
been chosen. We had a number of 
excellent applicants this year, and 
we believe our United Youth Corps 
service team for 2009-2010 is top 
notch! 

Audry Bauer, Amber Epperson, 
Jamie Franks and Eduardo and 
Stephanie Elizondo will take over 
for our current volunteers when 
they arrive for their 11-month 
adventure in Jordan. 

These five United Youth Corps 
representatives will be living in two 
apartments and serving as teachers 
at the Amman Baccalaureate School, 
the YMWA Centre for Special Edu-
cation and the RHSC (Regional 
Human Security Centre). 

Lewis and Lena VanAusdle 
as well as Zach and Emily Smith, 
who are currently serving in Jordan, 
will be completing their teaching 
service at ABS and YMWA at the 
end of June. Tine Banda will con-
tinue to serve as research staff for 
HRH Prince Hassan in the royal 

palace until the end of September. 
At present, we plan to have a week-
end training and orientation session 
for the new volunteers this summer 
in advance of their departure to 
Jordan.

Kenya United Youth Corps 
Application Deadline

Our final United Youth Corps 
project for the calendar year 2009 
will take place at a camp on the 
shores of Lake Nakuru in central 
Kenya in mid-December. 

This year we can take up to three 
volunteers to assist as staff at the 
Church’s youth camp. As in past 
years, we expect almost 90 teens 
from all over Kenya (and a few from 
Uganda) to attend the camp.

 The Youth Corps volunteers will 
be accompanying our senior pastor 
for Kenya, John Elliott, and assist-
ing other adult staff with various 
activities, interacting with the East 
African campers.

It is a wonderful opportunity for 
any college-aged student or young 
adult who would like to expand his 

or her worldview and be able to meet 
and serve God’s people in another 
part of the world. 

Interested applicants can get an 
application from their pastor or 
access the www.ucgyouthcorps.org 
Web site for further information and 
applications.  Application deadline 
is July 1, 2009.

Doug Horchak

2008 Youth Corps–Kenya volunteer John Bynam 
(top photo) teaches Frisbee to campers; 2006 
Kenya volunteer Jamie Franks poses with a camper 

2008 Kenya volunteer Liz Ryan holds a leopard
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Young Adult Completes Research Internship in Malawi
■ During a two-month 
research internship in 
Malawi, Christina Davis, a 
junior studying marketing 
and economics at Seattle 
University, assessed the 
progress of 30 UCG 
members who are LifeNets 
scholarship recipients and the 
economic future they face. 
by Christina Davis

Imagine the green of Kauai, Hawaii, 
and the blue ocean of Fiji and what 
you get is the land and sea of Malawi, 
Africa. It’s branded “the warm heart 
of Africa,” and for good reason. 

Up the misty heights of Mt. 
Molanje, the third tallest mountain in 
Africa, are dramatic peaks, waterfalls 
and baboons. But even more inviting 
are the people with their contagious 
cheerfulness, joy and hope.  

Beginning Jan. 15, I had the research 
opportunity of a lifetime! Facilitated 
by Seattle University’s International 
Development Internship Program, I 
spent an academic quarter in Malawi 
with LifeNets International to report on 
its development efforts in the region. 

LifeNets, headed by Victor Kubik, 
pastor of the Lafayette and Terre 
Haute, Indiana, congregations, and 
his wife, Beverly, is a nonprofit orga-
nization that develops programs offer-
ing practical assistance that promote 
the well-being and self-sufficiency of 
disadvantaged people throughout the 
world and, when possible, encourages 
them to pass on their LifeNets ben-
efits to others.  

In Malawi, the world’s third poorest 
country, over 30 United Church of God 
brethren are currently attending high 
school and college with full-tuition 
scholarships from LifeNets. Attending 
college is a rare chance. In addition, 15 
are receiving grants to start small busi-
ness developments. I surveyed the edu-
cation infrastructure and employment 
landscape in Malawi. These efforts are 
really “doing the work!” 

Need for Investment
While Malawians appear to be all 

smiles, many children and adults have 
persistent hunger pains. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund estimates the 
average Malawi income is $299 per 
year. That means that more than 50 
percent of the population lives on 
about 80 cents per day. The threat of 
starvation is real! 

While visiting the LifeNets Chizeni 
Clinic in Balaka, I interviewed over a 
dozen widows and orphans who told 
me about their struggle to survive. 
When I asked these widowed mothers 
of their most difficult challenge, 90  
percent answered “starvation.” 

As we talked, children suckled the 
milkless breasts of their mothers and 
cried from disappointment and chron-
ic hunger. But the main killer of both 

body and spirit is lack of vision. They 
have hope but no real plan to change 
their circumstances.

To illustrate, while in a rural village 
outside of Balaka, I sat under a mango 
tree with a widow and her seven chil-
dren. Her husband died of cerebral 
malaria, or what she called “a bad 
headache” last year. Her oldest son 
is 19 and dropped out of high school 
during his sophomore year because he 
didn’t have funds for school fees. 

In Malawi, only 1 in 15 will con-
tinue education after eighth grade. 
He is still the breadwinner of the 
family but can only find “pieces of 
work” cultivating others’ gardens 
and earning 30 to 50 cents per week. 
They can afford to eat one meal of 
cassava, a common root, three to four 
times per week. 

His mother has no idea how her son 
could get work outside of the home. 
But from what I learned, he has mar-
ketable skills! He can build furniture, 
do home construction and fix tools.  

When I asked him what he wants 
to do—his dream job—he replied, 

“To be a driver.” His younger brother 
echoed the same thing. But it costs 
45,000 kwacha (US$321.43) to go to 
driving school, and minibus drivers 
make hardly any money. 

A driver! I thought. That is his 
ambition. Why? In the village, this 
is the kind of success they see—they 
see the cars driving by and think that 
must be the good life. Mrs. Chilopora, 
the nurse at Chizeni, tried to guide the 
boy in his native tongue:

“Why don’t you choose to be a 
mechanic where you can be called 
direct from your village?… You will 
definitely have something in terms of 
pay… Secondly…there is building. If 
you can go for building, people from 
the village will be coming to you to 
say ‘we have a contract, can you go for 
it?’… Or carpentry…making furniture, 
chairs and other things. I feel this can 
be profitable to you. You know people 
will be coming, ‘please make a bed 
for me… Please make a chair for me.’ 
Why can’t you pick from the three of 
these? In driving, there is nothing.”

She spoke with passion. She wants 
him to hold the reins and drive his life. 
Children in the United States have 
things like “Career Day” and “Take 
Your Child to Work Day,” where from 
an early age we begin to dream big. 
Schools have resource centers and 
guidance counselors. But in Malawi, 

“job” and “career” are replaced by 
“piece-work.” “Hope” is the primary 
résumé buzzword. 

Mrs. Chilopora’s wisdom was the 
first guidance he had ever received.

Education, guidance and opportu-
nity are real needs in Malawi. And 

while LifeNets can-
not help everyone, 
its investments are 
transforming similar 
stories of poverty into 
episodes of promise.

From Poverty to 
Promise

LifeNets is giving 
Malawians the opportunity to aspire 
way beyond their financial means 
through scholarships and small busi-
ness grants. As one scholarship recipi-
ent put it, LifeNets really is the “net of 
our lives.” I interviewed these schol-
arship and business grant recipients, 
usually over a bottle of Fanta, to learn 
about their struggles, achievements 
and visions to excel.  

Daniel Bizwick is just one of the 
many success stories. Daniel is pur-
suing his advanced diploma in infor-
mation systems at MacMaine School 
of Computing on a full-tuition schol-
arship. He told me, “I want to master 
computers.” This is a rare chance for 
Daniel. 

He is the third of 10 children. All 
nine siblings stopped going to school 
at eighth grade. With his knowledge 
from MacMaine, Daniel wants to work 
for a company or be self-employed 
fixing computers. “I’ve seen compa-
nies come and bring the computer for 
maintenance maybe charging 25,000 
kwacha [$178.57].” 

Other LifeNets scholars were 
“exemplary examples” and “role mod-
els” to Daniel. Daniel told me he is so 
thankful for this chance. Undoubtedly, 
he will struggle to find employment, 
because less than 1 percent of the 
population owns a computer. But an 

investment in people like Daniel will 
help Malawi develop, not only eco-
nomically but also towards a higher 
level of social justice. He described 
one of his first goals as helping oth-
ers. “I would like to assist some peo-
ple, especially orphans… I can say 
there are a lot of orphans just moving 
around,” he told me.  

The organization Raising Malawi 
estimates there are over 2 million 
orphans and vulnerable children in 
Malawi out of a total population of 
only 14 million. Seeing these chil-
dren abandoned in his local village, 
Daniel wants to help them. “They 
don’t have any support. They have no 
one to assist them. So I wish, if God 
will bless me, I could just take some of 
them and assist them by taking them 
to school, because for this generation, 
school is the key to success.”

Daniel represents dozens of recipi-
ents who echoed a passion to help 
their family and the most vulnerable 
populations in Malawi. They love 
their country and are not interested in 

leaving but want Malawi to be part of 
their own development success story.

Do the Work
The husband and wife who run 

Chizeni Clinic, Dr. Sam and Esther 
Chilopora, sang a song one Sab-
bath morning titled “Do the Work.” 
Though  they are nearly 80 years old, 
their voices rang with a passionate 
plea, as if they were crying babes: 

“We have known the truth of God. 
Do we know how it came to us? Some-
one was called to do the work for us to 
know the truth. Do the work, do the 
work. Now is time to do the work. Do 

the work of the Lord. We all have to 
do the work.”

I took it as a personal commission. 
While seeing the bare bones of some 
of the world’s starving, I reflected on 
my personal conversion. I have to be 
an agent of change in my own life 
before God can do anything with me. 
I have to live the “way of give.”  

A mentor told me before I left for 
Malawi, “There is the way of give and 
the way of get.”  

Whether in Africa or elsewhere, 
we must fight to live the “way of give.” 
The field of international development 
is growing and of special interest to my 
generation. There are unique oppor-
tunities to serve. But we must realize 
that we are all starved—starved from 

the peace that abounds from brotherly 
and godly love. Right now I’m only 
21, but I can’t wait to do the work and 
develop the world—with you in God’s 
Kingdom!  UN

Christina Davis is a member of 
the Seattle and Tacoma, Washing-
ton, congregations. She extends spe-
cial thanks to Eliphazi Salawila, the 
LifeNets coordinator and a UCG 
elder in Malawi, as well as Words-
worth Rashid and his family who took 
her under their wing with patience 
and care for the nine weeks. 

Read more about Christina’s volun-
teer work in Malawi at her blog www.
travelpod.com/travel-blog/davisc./1/
tpod.html

Whether in Africa or elsewhere, we must 
fight to live the “way of give.” 

Clockwise from left: Shore of Lake Malawi; LifeNets scholarship recipient Daniel Bizwick; 
and Christina dancing with widows and orphans at a vibrant community meeting

Christina Davis
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by Jeremy Lallier 

Several international pastors were 
able to attend this year’s GCE and report 
on the congregations they serve.

Italy
Carmelo Anastasi, who pastors in 

Italy, reported on the work in Italy, 
with its two congregations in Milan 
and Catania, as well as two Bible study 
groups, in Bergamo and Naples. 

To say that being a Christian in Italy 
is not easy would be an understatement. 
Increased taxes and a damaged econ-
omy have resulted in a few members 
losing their jobs. 

To make matters worse, there has 
been a recent move toward ecumeni-
calism. The Vatican is exerting more 

pressure on non-Catholic religious 
organizations to identify their beliefs 
and face being identified as sects, 
which creates more potential for perse-
cution from friends and family as well 
as Italian society.

However, this persecution has not 
discouraged, but rather encouraged, our 
Italian brethren to continue to passion-
ately hold fast the truth. They remain 
strong in their convictions and, being 
deprived of physical families, find 
support and strength in serving among 
their spiritual brothers and sisters.

Southern Africa
Tony Levy reported on the eight coun-

tries that comprise the work in southern 
Africa. Currently there are a total of nine 
elders (six full-time) and 19 leading men 

(nine in South Africa and 
10 in the rest of southern 
Africa). 

The congregations 
in southern Africa are 
experiencing growth. 
Last year, eight baptisms 
were performed, and the 
Good News subscription 
list has reached 22,500. 
New GN requests sent 
via Google averaged 
about 1,400. This coun-
try has not yet felt the 
economic crisis as it is 
spending billions of its 
currency, the rand, on 
preparations for hosting 2010’s World 
Cup tournament.

Manpower is an issue in South Africa. 
Its senior pastor, André 
van Belkum, who has 
spent 40 years serv-
ing its congregations, 
is transferring to New 
Zealand this summer. 

We currently have 
two congregations in 
Malawi, the third-poor-
est country in world. Mr. 
Levy also reported that 
attendance in Zambia is 
now about 300. He also 
mentioned that while no 
elders or deacons cur-

rently serve in Zimbabwe, three capable 
men help care for the 43 members in this 
very troubled country.

Nordic/Baltic/Eastern Europe
Victor Kubik gave a report on the 

Nordic/Baltic/Eastern European 
area. We send out 1,600 Good News 
magazines, including two articles 
in the local language with each 
magazine. So far 220 have finished 
the Estonian Bible Study Course, 
and 100 are taking the Bible Study 
Course in Russian. At this point, 
there are no local congregations, 
since the members are scattered 
throughout the region. 

He related several stories of people 
becoming interested in the United 
Church of God, from a Baptist pastor in 

Lativa to members who have immigrat-
ed from Thailand to a man who found 
our Web site after typing “what is the 
meaning of life?” on a search engine.

Australia
The 22 Australian congregations 

have been experiencing double-digit 
growth in both membership and 
income, according to Bill Bradford, 
and outside inquiries from potential 
members are increasing in quality. 

The UCG–Australia home page has 
continued to bring in additional litera-
ture requests and features an interac-
tive correspondence course as well as 
the option to communicate directly 
with the ministry. One member came 
into contact with the Church and was 
baptized because of this conduit. 

They now have 14 elders and one 
ministerial trainee serving the coun-
try. The large distances between the 
seven congregations in the Land 
Down Under means a lot of travel-
ing for pastors, but the work is grow-
ing, with 55 baptisms in the last 30 
months, 62 percent of whom had no 
previous Church of God background. 
Mr. Bradford said that 69.1 percent of 
them were under age 50, and 52.7 per-
cent were under age 35.

The First Day of Unleavened 
Bread enjoyed both a record atten-
dance and a record offering, and 
the hope that God continues to pro-
vide the ability and means to do His 
work.  UN

This year’s international reports 
were presented on Italy, South 
America, the Nordic/Baltic/Eastern 
European area, Australia and south-
ern Africa.

After the international presentations, 
Ken Giese gave tribute to the deceased 
elders and wives. Honored this 
year were Charles “Chuck” Eugene 
Bailey, John Bald, Carl Dailey, 
Joanne Dickinson, Danny Lee Good, 
William Robert (Bob) Hedge and Joy 
VanSchuyver.

Planning and Prioritizing
In the afternoon, the General Con-

ference of Elders heard reports from 
the administration. 

President Clyde 
Kilough commented 
that we need a coor-
dinated plan to use 
our money and man-
power wisely. Mak-
ing disciples requires 
two legs on the same 
body—preaching the 
gospel and preparing 
a people—that must 
not compete but work 
together. We still 
have a great work to do, Mr. Kilough 
affirmed, and we must do everything 
in a unified manner.

UCG Treasurer Jason Lovelady 
next reported on the budget and 

“aligning people, technology and 
strategy.” Mr. Lovelady said that he 
was confident that despite the global 
economic situation our members will 
be faithful to tithe while the Church, 
in turn, provides responsible steward-
ship of those tithes. 

Jim Franks, Ministerial Services 
operation manager, reported on Min-
isterial Services as UCG enters its 
15th year. Ministerial Services cur-
rently employs 87 U.S. pastors, three 
associate pastors and three assistant 
pastors. Twenty men have been hired 
since 2001.

Larry Salyer, Media and Commu-
nications Services operation man-
ager, reported on the Church’s media 
efforts. He pointed out that the Inter-
net has the most potential to reach a 
vast audience. He explained that we 
can’t continue to measure success 
only by the number of English Good 
News subscriptions we have. There 

are other measures to consider, and 
he suggested that the Internet is the 
key element.

After Chairman Bob Dick gave his 

final chairman’s address, Roy Holla-
day took the stage to thank him for 
his years of service on the Council 
of Elders, noting the big hole he will 
be leaving in the Council. Victor 
Kubik also thanked him and his wife, 
Dyanne, for their dedication to the 
work of the Church.

Monday Seminars
May 4 elders and wives were able to 

attend a number of workshops based 
on the theme of making disciples. 
The sessions covered: “Making Dis-
ciples While Preaching the Gospel,” 

“Getting Personal—as Disciples of 
Christ” women’s workshop, “Deliver-
ing Relevant Messages,” “Retirement 
Planning for Full-Time Ministers and 
Wives,” “The Discipline of Spiritual 
Discernment,” “Elements for a Hap-
py and Contented Congregation” and 

“Growing Kids God’s Way.”  UN
Read the full General Conference 

of Elders report on the members’ 
Web site. For more GCE photos, go 
to the United Church of God fan-
page on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
ucgfacebook.
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“GCE,” continued from page 1

When the changing doctrines of the Worldwide Church of God began to raise concern among members of the 
organization, three regional pastors—Dennis Luker, Robert Dick and Jim Franks—met in Pasadena with key 
members of WCG’s administration in April of 1995. The meeting failed to resolve the issues of concern, and it was 
decided that a conference of elders was necessary.

The conference, to be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 1-2, was open to all elders and their wives who had 
concerns about the doctrinal issues within the WCG. One hundred and fifty-five elders, along with several deacons 
and lay members, attended from all across the United States. 

The proposed structure for the meeting called for this General Conference of Elders to appoint a transitional board 
responsible for managing the new organization that—because of irreconcilable differences with the Worldwide 
Church of God’s new teachings—would necessarily emerge from the conference.

Nine men were appointed to the transitional board, and on May 10, 1995, the newly founded organization was 
incorporated in California as the United Church of God, an International Association. 

In the United Church of God’s Bylaws and Constitution—compiled by a task force between May and December 
of 1995—the term “General Conference of Elders” was officially retained to apply to the body of elders who would 
select the Council of Elders (formerly the transitional board) in addition to approving the annual budgets, strategic 
plans and operation plans. They were appointed the responsibility of reviewing and approving any doctrinal changes 
and amendments made to UCG’s governing documents.

From a fateful meeting in April of 1995, a chain of events was set into motion that would result in the formation 
of both the United Church of God and its General Conference of Elders.

Jeremy Lallier

Why Do We Have a General Conference of Elders?

Carol and Leeford Burke, who serve 
in Jamaica, exchange comments 
during an international meeting

Richard Thompson, Scott Ashley, Bill Eddington and Melvin Rhodes 
(pictured below with his wife, Diane) were selected for the Council of Elders

Doing the Work Around the World

Saul Langarica, Angelo Da Vita and Carmelo 
Anastasi

Tony Levy gives his international report at the GCE
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■ In a recent interview on 
About Our Father’s Business, 
Chairman Bob Dick spoke 
with United News associate 
editor Elizabeth Cannon 
after announcing he was 
opting not to be on the 
ballot for the Council of 
Elders after 14 years. 
by Elizabeth Cannon

As a member of the Council of 
Elders for 14 years, serving as chair-
man for eight of those years, Bob Dick 
has watched the United Church of 
God grow as an organization since its 
inception in 1995. 

In this interview, Mr. Dick discuss-
es the challenges United continues to 
face, how we as a Church can develop 
our young people into leaders, his 
time serving on the Council as well 
as his memories of growing up in the 
Church.

Elizabeth Cannon: In your sermon 
during the GCE, you quoted from the 
Edgar Guest poem, “Sermons We 
See”: “Fine counsel is confusing, but 
example always clear.” How do you 
think social media has changed our 
idea of personal example?

Bob Dick: In social media it’s very 
easy to have a level of casualness that 
removes you from a sense of respon-
sibility for your image… In a very 
genuine, Christian sense, we ought to 
be conscious of who we are and how 
we are seen all the time. 

There is no medium—whether it’s 
simply old-fashioned conversation 
sitting in a restaurant or on a bus or 
whether it happens to be electronic 
media—where you should ever forget 
that you do represent Jesus Christ,

EC: What do you think we as a 
Church can do to help support our 
young people as they become old 
enough to take on leadership roles?

BD: Ah, Liz, that is a huge question. 
As a father and a grandfather… I look 
at support from the standpoint that 
from the time our children are born, 
we are already modeling behavior. 

As the Church, it’s a cliché that it 
takes a village to raise a child. But 
the Church is a body. It’s a commu-
nity, and every young man or young 

woman in the Church sees every adult 
and every other young man and young 
woman in that Church… There is not 
a place in Church life where you are 
not building someone for the future.

EC: What has been your toughest 
job during the course of your career?

BD: Where do you start? One direc-
tion that I can go—out of several—is 
in 1995 [when] the United Church of 
God began from necessity… 

As United formed, what was impos-
sible to understand was the complete 
emotional shambles in people’s life, 
the sense of profound betrayal and 
what that did to trust. 

I would say that one of the great-
est challenges for the Council and its 
chairman and the organization has 
been rebuilding trust. It’s an extremely 
slow process that requires consistent 
integrity… We’re 14 years along; trust 
building has been going on, and I still 
don’t know where the end of that goes.

EC: What has been the biggest les-
son that we as a Church have had to 
learn since UCG was formed?

BD: Biggest lesson? I don’t know 
that there’s a single biggest lesson. 
We’ve had to learn to trust once more. 
It’s no different from a divorce. A per-
son wonders whether they can ever 
love again, whether their feelings 
will ever be restored again. There’s 
such a tight and intimate relationship 
between a converted person and the 
Church that betrayal says, “Can I ever 
trust someone again? Can I ever have 
the same love, the same enthusiasm?” 
That’s been a great one.

We’ve looked culturally at who we 
are and where we came from. Some 
of the things that were part of Unit-
ed’s foundation were there because we 
said, “What can we learn from what 
was done wrong in the past, that we 
might do it right?”

EC: What can we as a Church pray 
about for the Council and the efforts 
of the Church?

BD: Members have a lot to pray 
for. In the spirit of guns and butter—
I joked at the GCE, I said, “The old 
quotation that came out of World War 
II Germany”—I think it was Göring 
who coined the phrase—“guns or but-
ter.” I said, “Well we have more than 
two things to consider. We’ll have to 
look at guns and bullets and bread and 
butter.” 

In other words, we have several 
things that we have to juggle. And 

praying that God will continue to 
care for us… I’ve watched that spirit 
that says, “You know what? You look 
at the impossible and you realize that 
God has always pulled us through 
what visually you look at and you say 
it’s not possible”…

We have existed, we have survived 
and we have thrived. 

EC: You grew up in the Church. 
How old were you when you came into 
the Church?

BD: My grandfather was the first 
person to hear the World Tomorrow 
radio program. And when the family 
visited my grandfather, my grandfa-
ther would say to my dad, “Raymond, 
you ought to listen to this man Arm-
strong. He makes sense.” I remember 
as a boy that particular comment… 

My grandfather lived in southern 
Idaho. He was a dairy farmer and 
one of the vivid memories [was] my 
grandfather had an old, late ’40s, 
two-toned Chevy. And he and Dad 
would get in the car. And you’d watch 
the dust trail as they headed down 
the gravel road. And what they were 
doing, they’d jack the antenna up in 
the car and turn the radio on and they 
were driving down the gravel road to 
find a place where the Mexican sta-
tion would come in. 

So you always knew when the dust 
trail stopped that they’d found a place 
where they could listen. Then you’d 
see the dust trail come back to the 
farmyard and it might be another 30 
minutes to an hour before they got 
out of the car, talking about the pro-
gram…

About the seventh grade was when 
it began to really take shape. And 

the Sabbath—commitment to the 
Sabbath—and awareness of the holi-
days, they came on the table at that 
point in time.

EC: Did you ever meet Mr. Arm-
strong? Did you know him? What 
was he like?

BD: Well, every young person 
knows when they look at an adult, 
who they think is old. I laugh at times 
because when I was a boy, I looked at 

people and I thought, these are old! 
And then as we moved along through 
the Church, I thought, “Well how 
come they were old when I first saw 
them, and they just seem to stay at the 
same place, and they live forever”…

That being said, Mr. Armstrong 
was a year younger than I am when I 
first saw him. In 1957, when my fam-
ily moved to Pasadena, California, he 
was a year younger than I am right 
now. He was old, and then he just 

stayed old for the next 35 years, and 
full of energy the whole time…

Mr. Armstrong was my church 
pastor… He was still teaching. When 
I went to college in 1960, he was still 
a professor… And he was a delight. 

Mr. Armstrong is a hard man to 
describe because he was bombastic. 
He was energetic. He had drive like 
nobody’s business. But he had an almost 
childlike innocence when it came to 
talking with you. He talked about his 
private life as if you had known him 
all his life and you were a friend. And 
you would 
sit there as a 
student as he 
would talk 
about things, 
and he loved 
to tease his 
wife…

He was an 
interest ing 
mix of per-
sonality traits. 
F o c u s e d , 
d e d ic a t e d . 
If a young 
person today 
picked up the 

booklet The Seven Laws of Success, 
what they would be seeing in print is 
Herbert W. Armstrong. The book was 
not just theory of life; the book was 
the man. He exemplified those charac-
teristics in the way he did things.

EC: How do you think your experi-
ence growing up in the Church is per-
haps different than mine?

BD: Well, it would probably be 
different on all counts… The near-

est church was in Portland, Oregon. 
We were 350 miles away from a 
Church… for the first two to three 
years, I didn’t know anyone else who 
lived, believed and practiced what I 
did.

In 1957 when my father was 
accepted to Ambassador College, we 
moved to Pasadena, and now I was 
in the middle of Imperial Schools 
and every single solitary person I 
spent all of my time with seven days 
a week believed exactly the same way 
I did… And the grand total couldn’t 
have been 30. So, there weren’t many 
of us. 

We were told something at that 
time that I think the young men and 
the young women of the Church 
could be told all over again… We 
lived with the constant teaching, 
“You are the pioneers.” You know, 
in the sense of United, the young 
people are the pioneers. We’re back 
to small. The future has got to be a 
better future. This is a time when we 
need pioneers. 

EC: What are you going to miss 
now that you’re not going to be on the 
Council this year?

BD: I can tell you what I won’t 
miss. I won’t miss crowded airplanes. 
I won’t miss getting up at 4 a.m to get 
to the airport at 6 so I can get here [to 
the home office] in time. I won’t miss 
getting up for an 8 a.m. meeting that 
is 5 a.m., my body clock time. 

I will miss the interaction. I will 
miss the pleasure of feeling that 
you’ve achieved something that 
serves the entire Church, because at 
the Council level the decisions that 
are made are Churchwide. And if 
something is done really well, every-
one in the Church benefits from that 
decision. 

I will appreciate, as a career minister, 
being back and enjoying my congrega-
tion and working more one on one with 
people. But if there’s an element within 
the Council, it’s the fact that you have 
the opportunity truly—this is the par-
allel to public service—you have the 
opportunity as a Church-equivalent 
to a public servant to make something 
that benefits everyone.  UN

Watch the full two-part inter-
view on the May 8 and 14 epi-
sodes of About Our Father’s Busi-
ness on the members’ Web site.

Outgoing Chairman Reflects on History and Future of the Church

Victor Kubik (left) presents a gift to Bob and Dyanne Dick at the GCE 
and extends gratitude for their years of service to the Church and 
working on the Council of Elders (photo by Fred Crow)

This is a time when we need pioneers. 
Bob Dick (right) discusses the challenges we face as a church with 
Clyde Kilough and Elizabeth Cannon on About Our Father’s Business 



You Choose the Heart!
The human heart is like receptive soil to the 

seed of the Word of God. Jesus used this analogy 
in the parable of the sower (Mark 4:3-20). The 
soil that the seed fell on represents four catego-
ries of hearers’ hearts, four different reactions 
to the Word of God: the hard heart, the shallow 
heart, the crowded heart and the fruitful heart.

Hard Heart
The hard heart is represented by the seed that 

falls along the roadside. This represents people 
who hear the Word of God, but never really 
believe it. Just picture good seed being scattered 
all over a basketball court—there’s not much 
chance anything good will come out of that.

Shallow Heart
Then there is the shallow heart. This is the 

seed that falls on stony ground. It signifies the 
people who hear the Word of God and receive it 
with joy; but because there is no root to sustain 
them, they wither. 

Crowded Heart
Next, there is the crowded heart. This is the 

seed that falls on ground where weeds choke its 
growth. Slowly and surely, these people, busy 
with the cares and riches of the world, lose inter-
est in the things of God. But that is not the most 
prevalent “crowed-heart syndrome.”

The crowded heart is often crowded with 
emotional and painful baggage from the past, 
and it has not allowed the forgiving and healing 
power of the Holy Spirit to resolve, work with 
and heal these hurts. 

Instead, these hurts are carried along and 
nursed, and they end up crowding out the pur-
pose for our calling, to be servants of God and 
His Church.

Fruitful Heart
Finally, there is the fruitful heart that receives 

the Word. This seed falls on good ground and 
the plants produce a rich harvest.

There is a reality check in all of this. We are 
the ones who determine what kind of soil our 
hearts will be. 

We decide whether we will have a hard heart, 
a shallow heart, a crowded heart or a receptive 
heart. This is exactly what James meant when 
he said, “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and 
overflow of wickedness, and receive with meek-
ness the implanted word, which is able to save 
your souls” (James 1:21).

The Word of God cannot work in our lives 
unless we have receptive hearts hallmarked by 
meekness, humility, longsuffering, forgiveness 

and a commitment to our call of duty. Have a 
heart—a receptive and therefore fruitful heart.

Stuart Segall
Pastor, Crescent City, Eureka and Red 

Bluff, California, congregations

The Voice of the Church
In a congregation, ministers provide obvi-

ous and unique examples of servant leadership. 
They guide us in our Christian development. As 
members scattered in 
various congregations 
today, we can reflect 
on the role that our 
ministers play in our 
lives and in shepherd-
ing the flock. And we 
can also call on God 
to help the ministry be 
more effective in their 
efforts of preparing a 
people. 

When God blesses 
the ministry, they 
become more effective 
in helping us become 
better Christians. That 
blessing comes back to 
the congregations. As 
we improve spiritually, 
physically and emo-
tionally, we can then 
better serve the needs 
of the Church in our 
given duties within it. 

For example, devel-
oping patience may 
improve our interaction with other members. 
Developing discernment will help us make bet-
ter choices in our lives, ultimately strengthening 
the Body of Christ. With the ministry guiding 
our development as Christians, we must ask our-
selves, “Do I pray for the ministry?”

In the letters of Paul, it is not uncommon to 
find him asking the scattered congregations 
to pray for him and the work. Sometimes Paul 
requested specific prayers (2 Corinthians 1:11). 

Other times, he merely said, “Pray for us” (1 
Thessalonians 5:25). 

What Do We Pray About?
We know that the ministers are to spiritually 

edify the Church. Pray for that. We know that 
ministers need good health to keep up with their 
high-stress jobs. Pray for that. We know that we 
do not always see eye to eye with our ministers, 
which can cause feelings of emotional and per-
sonal disconnect. The Church is to be unified (1 
Corinthians 12:25), so we should pray for that 

as well.
Finally, we should 

pray for the future. Pray 
that the Lord sends 
ministers to unify and 
edify us—ministers to 
prepare us for works of 
service until the return 
of Jesus Christ (Mat-
thew 24:44, 46). Pray 
for each man being 
called into the minis-
try, a position in the 
Body of Christ that has 
been “assigned to him 
and to which God has 
called him” (1 Corin-
thians 7:17, New Inter-
national Version). It is 
a calling made by God, 
not by man, and a posi-
tion that only God can 
overturn. 

Take a few moments 
during your daily 
prayer simply to pray 
for our current minis-

ters and those being called to the ministry. Pray 
that the ministry will be blessed and empowered 
to attend to the needs of our Church, that the 
Church might be healthy and grow. Pray that 
the ministers to come are given the tools nec-
essary to shepherd the upcoming generations 
effectively. Doing so will strengthen the Body 
of Christ.

Preston Buchanan
East Texas congregation
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Turning the Hearts . . . 
Learning Love in the Family

As we sat there visiting with a new perspective family, the parents 
reminded the children that it was bedtime. They lovingly hugged their 
parents good night; but to my wife’s and my surprise, each stopped 
and hugged us good night as well. Beginning with the eldest on down 
to the youngest, all five of the children expressed their love to their 
parents and then to us.

Love is another lesson to teach our children that begins with us par-
ents. If children see parents caring for each other and showing appropri-
ate affection to each other, they realize that they live in a loving household. Remember, love is not 
only a feeling but also an action. So when the children see Mom and Dad caring for and serving 
each other, those actions contribute to children’s understanding of love.

Showing attention and positive regard for our children will help them realize that love is outgoing 
concern. Taking time to play games with your children shows love toward them. Giving something 
special to them occasionally is another way that demonstrates our love. Perhaps you have no par-
ticular reason for giving that special something, except to show that you love them.  

Plan and do family outings so the family can have fun together. This is another way to show 
our children that they are loved. They can be complimented on their skills in activities like hiking, 
playing ball or berry picking. 

A girl’s first “boyfriend” is usually her dad. As he treats her with love and respect, she comes to 
know what she should expect from other boyfriends when she grows up. Similarly, mom is the first 

“girl” a boy loves. Her love for her son helps him to know what to expect in later relationships.
First John 4:19 records the apostle John’s words for us: We love God because He first loved us. 

In turn, it is up to us as parents to reach out first to show our children the way to love, so that they 
may grow up to be loving individuals in an increasingly cold world.

Gary E. Antion
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Answer to last issue’s puzzle:

God’s Promises

2. “Be of good courage, 
and He shall strengthen 
your heart” (Psalm 
27:14).

3. “When He is revealed, 
we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He 
is” (1 John 3:2).

4. “Fear not, for I am 
with you” (Isaiah 41:10).

5. “He gives power to 
the weak, and to those 
who have no might 
He increases strength” 
(Isaiah 40:29).

6. “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, 
today, and forever” 
(Hebrews 13:8).

7. “My God shall 
supply all your need” 
(Philippians 4:19).

1. “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5).

D T E P J M R I W W M W J F S 
E H M S E S A E R C N I I T V 
L G W J S Y G F N Z Y M R T R 
A I H F U Y A E O A C E W T H 
E M I H S Z E D D R N K E R M 
V S O Q C D G O R G E D A S Z 
E U E Q H R T E T E L V K R E 
R P M O R M Z H V E T T E K J 
G P M R I A E E A F F S A R Y 
I L M H S N R V E K C S E V K 
W Y P X T R E E T S R C C Y A 
C O U R A G E C W O F E A R A 
R S Y W E G R A F O T R A E H 
A H Y B L G P D R O P X U G S 
F P P I Q Y C I Z U E U E Z N
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Get Your Spiritual Five-a-Day
In order to live, feel and look our best, we 

must follow good nutritional principles. The 
same goes for healthy spiritual lives too. 

Snack Between Meals
Nutritionists advise people to eat every few 

hours to maintain steady blood sugar levels. 
While the Sabbath gives us ample time to digest 
a large amount of Bible study, church instruc-
tion and “iron sharpening iron” discussion with 
fellow Church members, the pace of life and its 
many distractions do not often allow for large 
chunks of time to devote to spiritual pursuits 
during the week. That’s when small “snacks” 
on God’s Word can keep us spiritually ener-
gized and hold us over until those bigger meals 
of study time. 

Many people have suggested tips and tricks 
about how to work in small bits of spiritual boosts 
throughout the day—putting scriptures that pop 
up as reminders in their Outlook calendars at 
work, plasing Post-it notes on the fridge or bath-
room mirror to focus on a particular scripture 
or issue to meditate on, or reading a particular 
Proverb or short verse and meditating on it dur-
ing a commute or trip to the grocery store. 

These small reminders keep us focused on 
the Kingdom of God instead of getting mired 
in the details of this life. 

Pick Whole Foods
Nutritionists now recommend more whole 

foods (fruits, veggies and whole-grain, less-
processed breads and pastas) and fewer refined 
grains and sugary/salty foods. Whole foods 
keep us fuller for longer periods of time and 
even out blood sugar, which improves mood. 

Similarly, although there are many “easy” 
forms of Bible study out there—articles, Web 
videos, etc.—the best source of filling and ener-
gizing spiritual nutrition is always the Bible. It 
is packed with so much depth that even a life-
time solely devoted to its study will continu-
ally provide new discoveries! Other Bible study 
outlets have their place in our spiritual diets, 
but the best source of sustained spiritual energy 
will always be God’s Word. 

Use Healthy Seasonings
Some think that following a healthy diet 

involves eating lots of bland, boring foods. 
But there are plenty of seasonings out there 
that keep taste buds interested. 

Likewise, we have concordances and com-
mentaries and many other Bible study helps 
that add f lavor 
to our personal 
study. I’ve always 
read th rough 
the Bible in the 
New King James 
Version, but this 
round I’m going 
through scrip-
tures with a New 
Living Trans-
lation chrono-
logical Bible, 
which gives me a 
slightly different 
perspective. 

Drink Your 
Water

Our bodies are 
55 percent to 78 
percent water, 
so we need a lot 
of water during 
the day just to 
maintain natural 
functions. We would die quickly if we were 
deprived of water for more than a few days. 

Our spiritual lives, too, will shrivel and 
shrink quickly if we don’t maintain daily con-
tact with God and ask for His Holy Spirit in 
prayer (John 4:13-14; Psalm 55:17). Water also 
aids digestion, and God’s Holy Spirit helps 
us understand our Bible study and focus our 
meditation. 

Share Meals With Family and 
Friends

Finally, one of the joys in eating a meal is 
sharing it with one’s family and friends. The 
early Church did this (Acts 2:46-47). Families 
today are encouraged to eat nutritious meals 

together at home as a way to share and connect 
with each other. At church services each Sab-
bath we share spiritual meals (and sometimes 
physical ones too with potlucks) that help bond 
us together as God’s spiritual family. 

We can encourage each other to continue 
in our healthy spiritual nutrition plans. “Oh, 

taste and see that 
the Lord is good; 
blessed is the man 
who trusts in Him!” 
(Psalm 34:8). 

Debbie Werner
Portland, Ore-

gon, congregation

Walking
As a child begins 

to mature physical-
ly, he learns to take 
those first hesitant 
steps that often bring 
the teetering bundle 
down to the earth’s 
surface. Once the 
steps become more 
sol id ,  however, 
muscles and balance 
develop, confidence 
peaks and coordina-
tion is strengthened. 

Independence has been struck!
There are many facets involved in our 

spiritual walk that are similar to that of an 
infant becoming a toddler. We all begin as 
the infant learning the primary facts of God’s 
truth. After learning the basics, we try our 
legs at faithfully walking in small steps (2 
Corinthians 5:7), and as we develop our coor-
dination, more choices are given to us. Our 
Father in heaven is eager to see how stable we 
have become, and just like a loving physical 
dad, He wants to see us succeed and make 
wise choices along the path to His Kingdom 
(Isaiah 2:3).

Through the darkest of trials, He is the One 
pacing the floor with us while we are beseech-

ing Him for strength and stability in our steps, 
which at times can feel more like a pitiful 
crawl (Psalm 56:13). 

Even on days when we may feel we have lost 
our equilibrium and can’t walk and we must 
crawl, we are still making progress by going 
forward to His glorious Kingdom (Colossians 
1:9-13).

With love, mercy and gentleness, He offers 
us the light that is needed to see the path that 
we are walking. He offers us the strength and 
encouragement needed to stand again after a 
tumble. With an open mind we can easily see 
that He gives us all that is needed for us to be 
a success.

He also gives us ample warning of an enemy 
that may lurk in the darkness to devour us along 
the way (1 Peter 5:8-9). Even our own choices 
may at times become an enemy from within. 
This foe can be bigger than any other around us 
as we are spiritually maturing and growing into 
the individuals whom He has called. 

As we mature to our fullest potential along 
our path, we can, with humble praise, thank 
Him for His direction, our new lives and 
changes in our everyday lives. We walk in 
newness of life as God’s sons and daughters to 
live according to His will while accomplish-
ing the work that lies ahead. 

Whether we find ourselves crawling along 
a stony path, gingerly walking on uncertain 
terrain, hobbling on crutches after dark or 
skipping along a sunny sandy beach, we can 
be assured that He knows our every move. He 
is with us each step of the way! May we each 
give thanks for this path and journey as we 
anxiously await Jesus Christ’s return.  

Tina Rupp
Youngstown, Ohio, congregation 

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you 
would like to share? Please send them to your 
local pastor and ask him to forward them to 
United News at the home office. Guidelines 
available on request (UN@ucg.org).
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Crack the Proverb Code!
Hint: Don’t lean on your own understanding to figure this one out. 

Use the key below to help you crack the Proverb code!
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In Memory of Dad

■ Father’s Day is a time 
when we pause to show 
our appreciation to our 
physical fathers. Dads do 
a lot for their children, 
and in this we can see 
a reflection of the love 
of God for all mankind, 
the billions who will 
have the opportunity to 
become His children.
by Mike Kelley

With summer comes Father’s Day, 
celebrated in the United States this 
year on June 21. It’s a time when we 
pause to show appreciation to our 
fathers for all they do for us.  

Father’s Day will be bittersweet 
this year for my family. We lost Dad 
in March, a victim of lymphoma, a 
type of cancer that attacks the body’s 
lymph system. He fought it with 
determination, but succumbed after 
a nearly five-month battle.  

As his children, we grieve over the 
loss, but we rejoice that God granted 
him a long life—83 years. He lived to 
see his great-grandchildren, a privi-
lege denied many who die before 
their time.

Some of our most cherished pic-
tures of him were taken just months 
before he died, when he was still 
in good health and played with his 
3-year-old great-grandson David. 

There is a picture of him with his son, 
his grandson and great-grandson—
four generations of Kelley men.

In the weeks after a parent dies, we 
tend to reflect on their lives. Like all 
men, Dad had his faults. But he was 
called to the truth more than 40 years 
ago and made great strides in overcom-
ing those faults and living by God’s law, 
as we all must do. Although he often 
had difficulty showing it, my dad was a 
loving father. He showed his love by his 
actions, not his words. Looking back, I 
can see several parallels in the way a 
loving father cares for his children, and 
the way our Heavenly Father cares for 
us. Let me share a few.

“I Love You, Even When 
We’re Apart”

Dad was an electrician and elec-
trical designer. In the early 1960s he 
worked as a job superintendent for a 
large construction company that had 
a federal contract to upgrade runway 
lights at major airports around the 
United States. 

Dad’s job was to go to a city, which 
could have been located anywhere in 
the country, and hire and supervise 
electricians to put in the runway 
lighting systems. The job took Dad 
away from home for extended peri-
ods, sometimes up to two months. 
But he would call home three or 
four times a week. Of course, most 
of those conversations would be with 
Mom, but often he would take time to 
talk to us, his children. 

He cared enough to stay in touch 
and let us know that he cared. We 

knew he loved us, even when he 
wasn’t around.

We have never seen our Heavenly 
Father, but we know He loves us.  
How do we know this? We know 
when we get answers to prayers. We 
know when we experience divine 
intervention in our lives.  

We also know this because He 
has revealed to us the great plan of 
salvation, by which we know that we 

can be born into His family, actually 
become His very children.  Notice 1 
John 3:1: “Behold, what manner of 
love the Father has bestowed on us, 
that we should be called the children 
of God.”

“I’ll Always Be There for You”
My dad and mom moved several 

times in their lives, even after we 
children grew up and moved away. 
We might have been separated from 
him by several hundred miles, but the 
message was clear:  If you need me, 
I’ll be there. 

We knew he was never more than 
a phone call away; and if necessary, 
he would drop whatever he was doing 
and respond immediately. That’s just 
the way a loving father is.  

Consider how God our Father 
has the same attitude toward us. 
He knows that we have needs, that 
our lives are subject to all sorts of 
troubles and trials, yet He tells us, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5).  

David, a man after God’s own 
heart, knew this and internalized it 
deeply. He often turned to God for 
help and intervention in times of cri-
sis. More importantly, David stayed 
in a constant state of closeness to his 
Heavenly Father. 

The Psalms are full of references 
to God’s help in David’s life. Notice 
a couple of examples.  Psalm 3:3-4: 
“But You, O Lord, are a shield for 
me, my glory and the One who lifts 
up my head. I cried to the Lord with 
my voice, and He heard me from His 
holy hill.” 

Psalm 9:9: “The Lord also will be 
a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge 
in times of trouble. And those who 
know Your name will put their trust 
in You; for You, Lord, have not for-
saken those who seek You.”

“I Would Sacrifice Anything 
for Your Welfare”

Our family is a big one; there were 
six children. That did create some 
interesting situations, especially at 
mealtime. For dessert, Mom would 
often bake a pie. After everyone had 
their slice, often there might be one 
piece left. Now, Dad loved desserts 
as much as any of us, but often Dad 
would give up that last piece for one 
of us kids to have. Just a minor thing, 
really, but it does show the spirit of 
self-sacrifice that fathers usually 
have.

While I was in college, Dad wanted 
to buy a new car. The ’66 Ford station 
wagon, which had been the family 
car for years, was showing the effects 
of too many miles and too many pas-
sengers. Dad had his eye on a nicer 
car, a Mercury Monterrey. But by my 
senior year the money from my sum-
mer and part-time jobs was running 
out. I, like so many students, needed 
a money transfusion, but the family 
finances would not handle both. 

For Dad, the decision was a no-
brainer—the new car would have to 
wait.  

How inescapable is the compari-
son here! Nearly 2,000 years ago, 
the great Creator was willing to sac-
rifice His Son, the Word by whom 
the universe was created, in order 

to save poor, wretched mankind. He 
was willing to see His Son die a hor-
rible death to pay the death penalty 
for mankind. 

The Gospel accounts of Christ’s 
crucifixion give us only a glimpse 
of what our Savior endured. We can 
only try to imagine what our Heav-
enly Father must have endured to see 
the death of His Son.

“I Have a Legacy for You”
In the last few months before his 

death, Dad finalized his will. Always, 
his first concern was Mom’s welfare. 
He wanted to see to it she was pro-
vided for and would have the means 
to live adequately the rest of her life.

After seeing to Mom, his will pro-
vided for an inheritance of the rest of 
his estate to his children. His legacy 
was important to him, and Dad spent 
many hours planning how his assets 
would be distributed after his death. 
He did not want to leave it to the arbi-
trary laws of the state or the whims of 
a probate judge.

Of course, physical parents can 
leave only physical legacies. But 
consider the spiritual legacy that our 
spiritual Father has for us. His legacy 
for us, made possible by the death of 
Jesus Christ, is that we will inherit all 
things as members of His very fam-
ily! Certainly, there can be no greater 
legacy than this, which our spiritual 
Father has in store for us.

Peter wrote that our spiritual 
Father has promised us an inheri-
tance “incorruptible and undefiled 
and that does not fade away, reserved 
in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4). 

But we must be changed in order to 
inherit that reward. “Now this I say, 

brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; nor does 
corruption inherit incorruption… For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed.  For this corrupt-
ible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality” 
(1 Corinthians 15:50, 52-53).

Truly, a father’s love and concern is 
a small reflection of the love of God, 
our spiritual Father. Let’s stop and 
reflect this Father’s Day on what our 
Heavenly Father does, has done and 
will do for us.  

We miss you, Dad. UN
In memory of Jesse E. Kelley, Aug. 

25, 1925-March 8, 2009. Mike Kelley 
is a member of the Huntsville, Ala-
bama, congregation.

Consider the spiritual legacy that our spiritual Father has for us. 
His legacy for us, made possible by the death of Jesus Christ, is that 
we will inherit all things as members of His very family! 

Four generations of Kelley men: Dad (Jesse E. Kelley), his son Tim, his grandson Jason and his great-grandson David
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Prelude to a Kingdom: Preparing for the Sabbath
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■ Sometimes in our busy 
lives we come crashing 
into the Sabbath day 
as if it snuck up on us 
unexpectedly. How can 
we keep the Sabbath day 
holy and make it special 
for our families?
by Bonnie Greider

As members of God’s Church, we 
are all eagerly awaiting the coming 
Kingdom of God. In our daily lives, 
we are preparing mentally and spiri-
tually for that great day when Christ 
will return and set up a government 
of peace without end.

Each week, we have the opportuni-
ty to model that coming Kingdom by 
observing the Sabbath rest. However, 
in our busy lives, we occasionally 
discover that preparing for the Sab-
bath sometimes gets left off of our 
busy agendas. Of course, the seventh 
day arrives predictably every single 
week. But sometimes we come crash-
ing into the Sabbath day as if it snuck 
up on us unexpectedly.  

This phenomenon has been compared 
to driving into an intersection when the 
light has turned yellow and suddenly 
turns red when we are halfway through. 
Although we knew it would turn red, 
instead of slowing down in preparation 
we careen into the intersection—and 
sometimes beyond—hoping that the 
ramifications won’t be significant.

But with our busy, stressful lives, 
how do we prepare for the Sabbath 
to make it a special, enjoyable and 
peaceful rejuvenation for our fami-
lies and ourselves—without straining 
our physical resources and taxing our 
over-extended schedules?

The Preparation Day
The day prior to the Sabbath is 

known as the Preparation Day. Many 
of us work on that day, so preparing 
for the Sabbath can seem like 
a daunting task if we leave 
all preparation to that one 
24-hour period. The solution 
is to begin preparation for the 
Sabbath throughout the week and 
allow those preparations to cul-
minate prior to the beginning of 
the Sabbath. 

The brethren of the United 
Church of God in Los Angeles, 
California, have contributed ideas 
that are simple and inexpensive yet 
profound in the impact they can have 
upon the Sabbath day.  

Meal Preparation
For working adults, the Crock-

Pot, or slow cooker, can become 
your best friend. They come in a 
variety of sizes, shapes and capa-
bilities and can be used for numer-
ous recipes—from roasts and cas-
seroles, soups and stews, to breads 
and cakes. Longer cooking times at 
slower temperatures also allow you 
to use less expensive cuts of meat. 
And from personal experience, 
nothing beats walking in the door in 
the evening and smelling an already 

cooked dinner—without any extra 
effort needed.

Many ovens and microwaves also 
come with a “delayed start” feature 
that allows you to put your frozen 
meal into the oven and have it begin 
cooking at a time later in the day 
while you are not there. This allows 
for more time to spend enjoy-
ing your family and 

friends or just 
relaxing as the sun begins to 
set.

Salads, breads and other side dishes 
can also be prepared the night before 
or in the morning. Additionally, you 
can set the table prior to leaving for 
work in the morning—leaving one 
less last-minute task to complete pri-
or to enjoying your evening meal.

Involve the Family
When children become old enough, 

they can become an integral part of 
preparing for the Friday evening meal. 
Early in the week, older teens can be 
given a budget and asked to plan for 
the Friday evening dinner. Taking 
them shopping and allowing them 
to see what different food items cost 
helps them understand the family bud-
get and prepare for the time when they 
will make these decisions themselves. 
It also helps them understand what is 
involved in preparing for the Sabbath. 

Let them prepare and serve the meal 
and become more involved in the Sab-
bath preparation process.  

Younger children can be taught 
service at the dinner table. Sharing 
the set up and clean up, helping fill 
water glasses and being aware of the 
needs of family members and dinner 
guests helps them understand service 
towards others.

Children also can be very creative 
when asked to help prepare a special 
centerpiece to decorate the family 
table. Colorful leaves in the fall, a 
freshly cut flower in the summer, or a 
specially created piece of individual 
artwork displayed on the table adds 
a wonderful touch without added 
expense.  

Many families enjoy lighting 
candles at the dinner table, utilizing 

their best crystal and china and tak-
ing turns asking the prayer. Whatever 
you do to begin this special Sabbath 
experience, enjoying sitting down 
with your family—whether it is your 
spiritual or physical family—height-
ens the joy of the Sabbath day as it 
begins.

Preparing for Sabbath 
Services

The best day to prepare for what 
your family will wear on the 

Sabbath is probably on Sun-
day! That is a good day to 
make sure that the clothes 

worn to Sabbath services are washed 
or gathered to go to the dry clean-
ers. Having all your clothing cleaned 
prior to the end of the week helps to 
eliminate that last-minute worry of 
what to wear. Your family’s clothing 
can be cleaned and ironed early in the 
week to diminish any need for last-
minute work.

Keeping children quiet during 
services can be difficult. One fam-
ily suggests having a special bag of 
toys that are only for the Sabbath. 
These items can be seen as a very 
special treat to only be enjoyed on a 
very special day. This heightens the 
awareness of how special the Sab-
bath is. 

Very few children can “enjoy” sit-
ting still and listening to a sermon 
message for a long period of time. 
Helping children grow into the abil-
ity of understanding and appreciat-
ing the messages they hear is an art 
that takes time and individual atten-
tion. 

It is a learning process for both par-
ent and child, and no one can com-
pare his or her child’s abilities and 
maturity level with those of another 

child. Having special, cleaned cloth-
ing, treats, toys and books on the Sab-
bath day really drives home the mes-
sage that this day is very special.

Make sure you know where your 
church Bibles and notebooks are so 
you don’t have a last-minute search. 
Children can help by making sure 
they know where their Sabbath bags 
are kept and have the responsibility 
to make sure that pencils are sharp-
ened and crayons are ready to go.

Fill the car with gasoline on Friday 
or Thursday. No need to panic as you 
drive for church services!

Know ahead of time what you will 
be doing for meals after services. 
Hungry children become cranky eas-
ily (come to think of it, hungry adults 
do too!). Having a plan makes it easi-
er and less stressful on everyone.

Preparing the Home
There are many things that we 

can do to prepare our homes for the 
Sabbath day. Primarily, making sure 
that it is clean and orderly helps a 
busy person relax. When you can 
look around your home without see-
ing things left undone, it is so much 
easier to enjoy the Sabbath day. Here 
are a few tips to set the mood for the 
Sabbath that are simple, yet very 
effective:

Don’t wait until Friday to start 
preparation and cleaning. Begin the 
process early in the week and do a 
little each day so that Friday dawns 

as a day without panic, and concludes 
with peace and enjoyment.

Have clean sheets and towels. It is 
amazing how that can make you feel!

If possible, have some special and 
enjoyable music and candles.

A fire in the fireplace is terrific if 
you can manage it. One family has 
a computer program with a burning 
fireplace scene that they play during 
the evening for added enjoyment.

Have something special for the 
children. Playing Bible charades can 
be fun and educational. Many board 
games can also be adapted for Sab-
bath use by changing the questions 
to biblical themes. You can spend 
time going over Sabbath school les-
sons too. Older teens can discuss 
articles from Vertical Thought or 
The Good News magazines with 
their parents.

Invite Others to Your 
Celebration

There are many brethren who don’t 
have the advantage of sharing the Sab-
bath with a family member. Welcom-
ing them to share the Sabbath with 
you is a treat for you and for them. 

Whether it is enjoying a meal, 
taking a walk or spending time in 
fellowship, sharing the Sabbath with 
someone of like mind is beneficial 
to you both and heightens the enjoy-
ment of the day. It also helps picture 
the Kingdom of God, when every-
one will be part of the same spiritual 
family.  

The Sabbath pictures a time of 
peace and joy for all of mankind. 
When we work to prepare for that day, 
we are reminded of the daily prepara-
tions we all must make as we grow in 
grace and knowledge while awaiting 
the wonderful day when Jesus Christ 
will return to set up His Kingdom on 
the earth. Happy Sabbath!  UN

Bonnie Greider is the wife of 
Larry Greider, pastor of the Los 
Angeles, California, congregation.

The Crock-Pot, or slow cooker, can become your best friend.

When children become old enough, they can become an integral part of 
preparing for the Friday evening meal. Let them prepare and serve the 
meal and become more involved in the Sabbath preparation process.  
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Why Me? Why Not Me?

■ This was Carol Zamora’s 
response to the devastating 
news that a bacterial 
infection had attacked 
her body, resulting in the 
amputation of both her 
forearms and lower legs.
by Frances DeHart

In December 2008, while visiting 
her brother and family near Dallas, 
Texas, Carol Zamora became very ill 
and was rushed to the hospital. Her 
husband, Robert, and her two daugh-
ters, Christie and Dee, were called to 
come immediately as Carol was not 
expected to live.

Carol’s body was already shutting 
down. She was experiencing acute 
kidney failure, which, as her tests 
showed later, was a result of contract-
ing streptococcus pneumonia.

Many prayers went up on her 
behalf, and she continued to hang 
on. There was no circulation in her 
lower arms and legs and eventu-
ally they had to be amputated. The 
doctors told her that patients rarely 
survive with as severe an infection 
as she had developed, but Carol is a 
fighter and her faith in God brought 
her through.

Robert and Carol Zamora have 
faced a terrible trial, yet Carol encour-
ages and inspires all who see her!

One condition she has been cop-
ing with for years is sarcoidosis, an 
autoimmune disease. This is a mul-
tiorgan disease of unknown origin 
that produces tiny lumps of cells 
and can appear in almost any body 
organ. Symptoms include fatigue, 
fever and an overall feeling of ill 
health. It varies among patients, but 
lungs, heart, liver and spleen can be 
affected.

Several years passed before anyone 
knew just how ill she was. If anyone 

asked how she was doing, she always 
said she was doing okay. When she 
would have to go to the hospital, she 
wouldn’t mention it to anyone. After-
wards she would just say that she had 
to go in for a procedure. Through 
our close friendship, I have learned 

that a “procedure” could be anything 
from a blood test to having her spleen 
removed.

Most people would have given in 
to their many health problems, but 
not Carol. She kept on serving and 
helping others.

Amazing Positive Outlook
Jim Servidio, pastor of the United 

Church of God Houston North con-
gregation, and his wife, Judy, and I 
were there with Robert for Carol’s 
first surgery. When they brought her 
back to the room, there were no dry 
eyes. Carol reminded Robert to stay 
focused. She was encouraging us 
when it should have been the other 
way around!

The doctors have all been amazed 
at Carol’s progress and, especially, 
her positive outlook. Her faith in God 
has never wavered. The hospital psy-
chiatrist found Carol to be one of the 
most grounded and mentally healthy 
of her patients.

Carol has been a supreme example 
and inspiration to everyone. She tells 
her visitors how blessed she is. Rath-
er than the general question of “How 
is everyone?” she asks about specific 
individuals.

Caring for Others
My friendship with Carol started 

several years ago when she included 
me in a group of women from church 
to go to activities and places together. 
Our activities ranged from visiting 
sick members to shopping for the day 
in Galveston. Carol was always the 
chauffeur.

She has such a quiet, unassuming 
manner, much of her service over the 
years was only known by the recipi-
ent. In addition to doing things with 
a group, she also cared for individual 
needs—taking people to their doctor 
appointments, running errands and 
taking items to people in need. She 
enjoys giving gifts, and every year 
around Feast of Tabernacles time 
she takes widows to a nice restaurant 
for lunch. Plus, in addition to buying 
lunch, she always has a gift bag for 
each one.

For many years Carol decorated the 
church hall for special events such as 
anniversaries, weddings and socials. 
Several years ago health problems 
began bothering her and, even though 
she wasn’t physically able, she pushed 
herself to do the tasks anyway. Finally 
it became necessary for her to give up 
these activities.

I know firsthand how supportive 
and caring she is. A year ago my 

94-year-old mother was admitted 
to the hospital with the flu. She was 
too frail to respond to treatment, and 
over a seven-week timeframe, she was 
moved to a rehab center and then to 
hospice care where she died. Carol 
stayed with me nearly every day at 

the various hospitals, ran errands and 
brought in lunch. Having her there to 
talk with or just to sit with me eased 
the strain and gave me great comfort.

Determined to Dance 
Again!

Carol Zamora now zips around on 
her motorized wheelchair. Her faith 
and positive attitude are an inspira-
tion!

After healing from two separate 
staph infections and completing her 
time at the Dallas LTAC, Carol was 
so excited to finally be able to be 
transferred to her next rehab facility 
in Houston where she lives. Within 
two days of being at the new rehab, 
she was zipping around the hospital 
on her motorized wheelchair, operat-
ing it with her elbow! She can also 
push the elevator button so, she had 

checked out all the floors. She even 
went outside to surprise Robert when 
he came to visit.

Because of Carol’s determination, 
what was to have been a six-week 
stay in rehab was cut in half. Carol 
was discharged Wednesday, April 29, 

to return home. She has been 
fitted with prostheses and 
is looking forward to using 
them.

The first time I visited Carol 
at the LTAC facility in Dallas 

she told me she was going to dance 
again. I’m sorry to say that I was skep-
tical, but no longer. Watching her push-
ing herself like she has, I have no doubt 
that she will dance again. Carol has 
already learned to partially dress her-
self, and with the help of a Velcro band 
around her arm, she can feed herself 
and even write.

Carol has received wonderful care 
and support from her family as well 
as many church brethren from both 
Houston and Dallas.

Carol still has many obstacles to 
overcome, but she knows that with 
God’s help, she can do it. Everyone 
should be so blessed with such an 
inspiring, faithful friend who has con-
fident trust in God’s promises!    UN

Frances DeHart is a member of 
the Houston, Texas, North congre-
gation.

She was encouraging us when it should have been 
the other way around!

Carol recovering from surgery that removed her lower arms and legs

Above, Carol and Robert on their 25th anniversary in 2004; below, 
Carol’s 61st birthday on Feb. 8, 2009, celebrated in Presbyterian 
Hospital. Her goal was to be able to get into a wheelchair by her 
birthday, which she accomplished two days earlier than expected.
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Alfredo Arboleas, who is the first 
Argentinean elder in UCG. What is 
truly special, however, is that this all 
took place during an interactive Inter-
net-provided Sabbath service involv-
ing the scattered congregations and 
small groups in Argentina, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Peru and Uruguay.

For two years, this interactive for-
mat has been a normal Sabbath ser-
vice in South America. We began 
with hymns directed from Bahia 
Blanca, but the opening prayer was 
given from Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Mr. 
Arboleas in Bahia Blanca, gave the 
sermonette. Then two pieces of spe-
cial music were presented; one was 
performed by the choir in Bahia, and 
the other was a solo performed in La 
Paz, Bolivia.  

The sermon was given by Mr. Walk-
er followed by the ordination. After a 
small electronic malfunction in Bahia 
Blanca, we were reconnected and the 
last hymn was directed from La Paz, 
followed by the closing prayer. 

It is amazing that all of this can be 
done with a computer, camera, micro-
phone and a program called HotCon-
ference, which was acquired by Mr. 
Arboleas.

Mr. Arboleas and his wife, Alejan-
dra, live in Bahia Blanca with their 
two young daughters. Mr. Arboleas 
is Argentinean and has served as a 
deacon in Argentina and in the Bahia 
Blanca area for the last five years.

Reba Walker

ABC Charity Auction 
Raises Over $5,000 

The Eighth Annual ABC Charity 
Auction, which took place April 26 at 
the home office, raised over $5,000 
toward providing children in Ghana 
with a complete primary through sec-
ondary education. 

Currently, the government provides 
public education until middle school 
age, but if parents want their children 
to continue their education, they must 
pay for it themselves. The money raised 
will be used to help children continue 
their education and will pay for tuition, 
uniforms, books and supplies.

Money was raised through two meth-
ods. A silent auction, featuring a wide 
array of items donated by both Church 
members and local businesses, began 
at 6:30 p.m. Participants were able to 
bid on everything from strobe lights 
to handmade quilts to tuxedos to deer-
skin hangings. In the interim, attend-
ees enjoyed an impressive selection of 
African-inspired appetizers provided 
and prepared by dedicated volunteers—
though Ghana’s traditional grasscutter 
stew, featuring bits of oversized rodents, 
was nowhere to be found.

The highlight of the evening was the 
live auction and variety show. Gordon 
Pennington, of Louisville, Kentucky, 
auctioned off delectable baked goods to 
the highest bidders, inciting a few bid-
ding wars in the process. 

The ABC students presented two 
hours of performances, featuring all 
kinds of musical talent (guitar, voice, 
violin, piano and banjo) as well as 
sidesplitting antics. Audience mem-
bers were able to watch, for example, 
as the world’s most hideous creature 
was put on display, an unfortunate 
turn of events at the doctor’s office and 
history in action as the musical group 
Blue Oyster Cult recorded one of their 
famed songs with the aid of some seri-
ous cowbell. 

The charity was an amazing success, 
made possible by God, the kind dona-
tions of others and a small class of 20 
ABC students.

Jeremy Lallier

Flood Reminds 
Members of Faith 
and God’s Merciful 
Protection

“We need volunteers to sandbag!” 
That was the call to action heard on the 
radio stations in the Fargo and Grand 
Forks, North Dakota, areas, during the 
recent flood fight in March.

Local and federal (Army National 
Guard) volunteers quickly responded 
in the communities up and down the 

Red River. Sandbags went up around 
homes, subdivisions, schools and 
businesses that were in harm’s way.  

In the Fargo/Moorhead area the Red 
River crested at 40.6 feet on March 28. 
Flood stage is 18 feet; major flood 
stage is 30 feet. 

Pastor Herb Teitgen offered up an 
intercessory prayer during church 
services. His own house was spared 
as well. He said, “I was grateful that 
God was merciful and held back the 
rain that was predicted, so it wouldn’t 
flood so much.”

Fargo members Gary and JoAnn 
Wendt, who lost five company build-
ings, but whose house was spared, stat-
ed, “We were grateful for God’s protec-
tion with only minor seepage, but the 
sewer backup really stinks!”  

One of the Fargo senior members, 
Ramona Bettendorf, had to be evacu-
ated for two weeks, uncertain when 
she would return to her apartment, and 
stayed at another elderly lady’s home.

One young man in the Church, 
Brandon Johnson, was encouraged 
to see people responding so quickly, 
neighbors helping neighbors, as well 
as the local hotels providing rooms for 
evacuees.  

A young mother in the Fargo congre-
gation, Carrie Wendt, mentioned that 
she is grateful for being “passed over” 
during the threat of floodwaters. She 
explained, “I think America saw the 

ideal when this 
area went into 
action. People 
didn’t blame…
strangers just 
showed up to 
help. I wish 
everyone could 
know how amaz-
ing it is to have 
faith in people 
restored!”

Here’s what 
B i s m a r c k 
Church mem-

ber Pam Redline had to say about 
her area, where the Missouri River 
flooded, “It was heartwarming to see 
everybody pitching in with cheerful 
attitudes to support one another in a 
time of need.”

As the region cleans up and plans 
for next year’s possible flooding, we’re 
reminded of Genesis 9:11 and God’s 
covenant with Noah about the Flood.

Carla Erickson

Personal Correspondence 
Addresses Tough Issues 
and Questions

In March the Personal Correspon-
dence Department wrote a total of 249 
letters—87 pieces of surface mail and 
162 e-mails (20 of these e-mails were 
answered by Vertical Thought staff). 
We received a total of 965 e-mails.

We responded to several people 
about serious counseling issues. One 
dealt with how to forgive a person 
about an issue that has remained unre-
solved for decades. Another came from 
a man convicted of murder, who would 
now like spiritual guidance.

A teenager discouraged with a tough 
issue is unable to communicate about 
it with her parents and asked for advice 
on how to build the necessary relation-
ship with them.

A teenager asked if it is possible for a 
cloned human being to receive eternal 
life. Another teen asked if the “morn-
ing after” pill is a form of abortion. A 
young man identifying himself as a 
member of an independent Church of 
God group that has limited resources 
asked if we would explain the Bible’s 
teaching on military service and war.

A former member of the WCG 
requested the location of our local con-
gregation, indicating that she would 
like to return to church.

Cecil Maranville

ABC Anticipating Over 
40 Students in 2010

Thirty-eight students for the class of 
2010 have already been accepted! We 
anticipate accepting over 40 students 
before the application deadline of July 
20, 2009. This will represent a 100 
percent increase in attendance over 
this year! And applications continue to 
come in at a good pace. Anyone con-
sidering ABC should send in his or her 
application as soon as possible to be a 
part of the class of 2010.

In a recent ABC administration 
meeting, we discussed the past 10 years 
of the program. After 10 years of ABC, 
we have had a total of 388 students 
graduate. That’s an average of nearly 
39 students per year. It looks like the 
class of 2010 will exceed our average 
attendance over the past 10 years. 

Classes for this next group of ABC 
students will begin on Aug. 17, 2009.

Dave Register

United Youth Corps 
Volunteers Chosen

We have accepted the following 
young adults to serve in three projects 
in African countries this summer

Zambia—Kristine McNeely, Zach-
ary Zimmerman

Ghana—Devin Schulz, Jersenia 
Hernandez, Cindy Harper

Nigeria—Cody and Bobbi Kitts, 
Heather Hirst

Doug Horchak and David Baker

Barbados Feast Site Full
The  Barbados Feast site has reached 

capacity and is closed to further trans-
fers. 

Arnold Hampton

Updates on Feast in 
India, Sri Lanka and 
Thailand

For updates on the Feast of 
Tabernacles sites in India and Sri 
Lanka, please check the following 
Web sites: www.ucg-india.org 

News
At a Glance

Continued from page 2

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
Melody Schmidt and Jeremy Lallier kick off the ABC Charity 
Auction with “Grandfather Clock”

Barbara Antion’s famous baklava, an ABC 
Charity Auction staple, consistently incites 
bidding wars each year

Richard and 
Emma Kennebeck

Family and friends help secure sandbags at a Church member’s home

Floodwaters reach Bismarck and Fargo, North Dakota, pastor Herb 
Teitgen’s subdivision, nearly reaching his house (photos by Herb Teitgen)
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Fairview Heights Completes 
First GKGW Series

Certificates were presented on March 7, 
2009, for the participants of the first Grow-
ing Kids God’s Way series held in Fairview 
Heights, Illinois. The class consisted of 11 
couples and two singles. 

Parents, grandparents and soon-to-be 
parents all benefited from the 17 video ses-
sions and the lively interactive class discus-

sions. “Sharing each other’s experiences is 
a great way to learn how to train our chil-
dren,” commented one of the participants. 
“We have a large number of younger chil-
dren in our congregation with more on the 
way,” remarked Matthew Zollner, who con-
ducted the classes. “We will have plenty of 
opportunity to put into practice what we’ve 
learned in the class.” It was inspiring to see 
everyone taking seriously their responsibil-
ity to “train up a child in the way he should 
go” (Proverbs 22:6).

Matthew Zollner

107 Learn to Love in 
Deed at Phoenix Women’s 
Weekend

The Phoenix, Arizona, East congregation 
hosted its third Women’s Weekend March 14-15, 
“Loving in Deed.” Our goal was to motivate the 

ladies to continue serving others as God’s Word 
instructs us even during this time of economic 
stress (1 John 3:16-18). The event was attended 

by 107 women from Arizona, California, Illi-
nois, Indiana and Utah.

Following a combined Phoenix Sabbath service 
featuring split sermons by Victor Kubik and Mario 
Seiglie, evening events began with a welcome 
reception and an elegant candlelit buffet dinner. 
Event coordinator Merrie Elliott addressed the 
ladies on “The Heart of Giving,” which defined 
the weekend’s intent of promoting love in action. 
RaeAnn Dowd engaged the ladies with “Deeds 
on a Dime,” teaching the art of making gifts for 
others in a thrifty fashion. A silent auction raised 

$1,800 and the proceeds were donated to Good 
Works and LifeNets charities.

Sunday’s events began with “The Joy of Lov-
ing in Deed” presented by Beverly Kubik. It 
focused on what Christ taught about showing 
godly love and concern for others. The morning 
session ended with Caty Seiglie’s speech, “After 
the Boxes Are Unpacked.” She enlightened us 
with ways to make a difference in someone’s life 
when they move into your area. 

After a wonderful lunch, the afternoon began 
with a panel of speakers focusing on “Acts of 
Kindness.” Jean Jackson’s “A Loving Hand,” 
focused on helping those during a health crisis. 
Anne Gabbard presented “More Than Meets the 
Eye,” encouraging us to take a closer look into 
the need for helping others. “A Friend to Lean 
On,” dealing with the importance of support-
ing others during their times of emotional and 
spiritual stress, was given by Ida Price. Sylvia 
Kennedy presented “Apples of Gold,” showing 
how to encourage those grieving from the loss 
of a loved one.

The last presenter of the weekend was Miran-
da Hale, who pre-
sented “Make a 
Difference by Lov-
ing in Deed.” Using 
aspects from all 
the speeches from 
the weekend, Mrs. 
Hale wove together 
an eloquent and 
inspiring tapestry 
about how we go 
on from here loving 
in deed. 

T hose  who 
attended the Phoe-
nix Women’s Week-
end found addition-
al motivation to be 
“Loving in Deed” 
as God intends us to 

be. We are already looking forward to our next 
Phoenix Women’s Weekend in 2011. 

Sylvia Kennedy and Lorelei Nettles

$1,600 Raised at 
Spaghetti Dinner 
and Auction

The spaghetti was delicious, 
and the auction was one barrel 
of laughs after another!

After Sabbath services on 
March 29, the members of 
the Athens, Ohio, and Park-
ersburg, West Virginia, con-
gregations were treated to a 
very special spaghetti dinner 
that was prepared by some 
of the ladies of the congrega-
tions and served by the youth. 
Members were served the 
best-tasting spaghetti within 
miles as well as garlic bread 
and salad. There were also a wide variety of 
desserts that were prepared for those with the 
stomach to eat more than a first helping. 

The main auction was preceded by a silent 
auction that had items ranging from cookies to 
decorations. The main auction was fun in the 
highest form as bidders bid for items such as 
porcelain dolls and gardening equipment. 

Bill Jahns, pastor of the participating congre-
gations, was the auctioneer, keeping the prices 
up and the fun going. The bidding went up as 
high as $325 for a quilt that was hand-sewn by 
Anna Waggoner of Parkersburg. By the time 
it was all said and done, over $1,600 had been 
raised to send the local youth to camp and to 
help fund local Bible lectures.

Joshua Travers

Cleveland, Ohio, Women’s 
Event a Radiant Success

The ladies of the Cleveland, Ohio, congrega-
tion hosted “Points of Light: Radiant Women 
of God in all Gen-
erations” March 28 
and 29. Intended 
as a spiritual boost 
before the Spring 
Holy Days, the 
event was also a 
cross-generational 
fellowship oppor-
tunity for women 
ages 13-113. Many 
talents were fea-
tured in a special 
“Talent Display.” 
Among the visual 
treats were paint-
ings, quilts, knit-
ted items, herbal 
salves, leatherwork 
and photography.

The event officially began with Sabbath 
services. A women’s chorus sang three selec-
tions for special music, “Instrument of Peace,” 
“Who Will Teach the Children” and “Find 
Us Faithful.” In his sermon, Cleveland pastor 
Doug Johnson spoke of the history of the early 
Church, showing that, like our brothers and sis-
ters from the first century, we, too, are “all in 
this together!”

A delightful dinner was lovingly prepared and 
served in the congregation’s social hall, beauti-
fully decorated as the “Starry, Starry Night Gar-

den.” A tasty and visually stunning candlelight 
dessert buffet topped off the evening

Sunday’s continuation of the event brought 
five seminar presentations, introduced by 
BJ Thomas. Janel Johnson gave the keynote 
address, “Radiant Reflections.” Kathleen 
Thomas presented “Brilliantly Balanced,” 
which encouraged exercising the option of 
choice in taking care of our body as a way 
to manage stress. Angela Moen spoke about 
“Five Conversations You Must Have With Your 
Daughter.” Amanda Stiver delivered “Words, 
Pages and Learning: The Benefits of Reading 
Widely.” Pamela Myers brought the seminars 
to a close with “Love Believes the Best,” which 
emphasized the healing effects of words graced 
with love. 

A delicious catered luncheon, fun door priz-
es, beautifully crafted take-home booklets and 
fellowship rounded out the cohesive, detail-
oriented and energetic activity. Perseverance 
and the sheer joy of hospitality contributed to 
the strengthened bonds of the 140-plus “points 
of light” who attended this special event.  

Janel Johnson

Growing Kids God’s Way class participants finish the 17-part series (photo by Marla Osborne)

Presenters and committee heads at the Phoenix Women’s Weekend

Craig and Ali Harper flaunt their hard won $325 quilt 
(photo by Vicki Cline)

Local Church Updates: If your congrega-
tion’s news and events are rarely covered in 
United News, why not check with your pastor 
and write something for him to send in? We’re 
looking for 100- to 300-word articles and pho-
tographs with captions. Please include a self-
addressed envelope if you would like photos 
returned. Include the author’s and photogra-
pher’s names and your phone number. Please 
double-check the spelling of names. Please 
e-mail (preferred) or give the material to your 
local pastor to forward to United News.

“Points of Light” presenters Pam Myers, Kathleen Thomas, Janel 
Johnson, Angela Moen and Amanda Stiver
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Births
Vinny and Becky Del Signore of 

the Portsmouth, New Hampshire, con-

gregation announce the birth of their 
fourth child, Josiah Samuel, born on 
Feb. 8, 2009. He weighed 9 pounds 15.3 
ounces and was 21 inches long. Josiah 
came home to his three very excited 
siblings, Sophia, Ariana and Vincent. 
The whole family is thankful to our 
great God for yet another blessing.

Tom and Donna Robinson of the St. 
Louis, Missouri, congregation are hap-
py to announce the birth of their first 
child, Annika Faith (Annika rhymes 
with Monica). Born Feb. 2, 2009, she 
weighed 7 pounds 3 ounces and was 20 
inches long. 

We are grateful and overjoyed that 
God has blessed us with this precious 
miracle who we and many others had 
long been praying for.

Dustin and Ann Power of Colum-
bus, Ohio, are delighted to announce 
the adoption of their first child. Their 
son, Ryan Mikhail Power, was born in 
Vishny Volochek, Russia, on Nov. 1, 
2007. Dustin, Ann and Ryan returned 
home from Russia Jan. 24, 2009. Ryan 

is the grandson of Harold and Louise 
Pennington of Columbus, Ohio, and 
the nephew of Rachel Pennington and 
Jennifer and Micah Disman. What a 
wonderful blessing!

Engagements
Helen Stinson of Grand Rapids, Mich-

igan, is pleased to announce the engage-
ment of her daughter, Helen Marie Hayes 

to Hervé Pierre Dubois, son of Pierre Jean 
and Odette Dubois of Bressolles, France. 
Hervé and Helen met at the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in Cincinnati in 2008. They cur-
rently split their time attending the Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and Cincinnati, Ohio, 
East, congregations and are planning 
their wedding in September 2009.

Weddings
Guests traveled from around the world 

to join Peter Forster and Corin Scherf in 
the celebration of their wedding. Peter 
and Corin were married on Aug. 10, 
2008, at a private beach on the island of 
Phuket, Thailand. 

The ceremony was conducted by 
Bruce Dean from Sydney, Australia. 
Peter’s groomsmen were his brother-in-
law, Jamie Ryan and his good friend, 
Martin Kusz. Corin was attended by her 
sister, Cayla Scherf, and newly acquired 
sister-in-law Nicole Ryan. Peter is the son 
of Herbert and Burgi Forster from Mel-
bourne, Australia. Corin is the daughter 
of Richard and Artha Scherf from Free-
burg, Illinois. The couple reside in Hong 
Kong.

Anniversaries
A special potluck meal was enjoyed 

on March 28, 2009, by the Little Falls, 
Minnesota, congregation in honor of Ken 
and June Berry’s 61st anniversary. They 
were married in England on March 27, 
1948, and left their homeland in 1957 for 
Canada. A few years later they moved to 
Wisconsin where Ken was employed by 
the Beloit Corporation until retirement in 
1982. June was in the real estate business 
for over 20 years. Ken was baptized in 
1985 in Milwaukee and June was bap-
tized in Filey, England, in 1993. They 

have been blessed with three wonderful 
children, and we have been blessed to 

have them in the Little Falls congrega-
tion for the past several years.

David and Elverda Rambsel celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary with 
a family dinner in Columbus, Ohio. 
They were married April 16, 1949, in 

Johnstown, Pennsylvania. They are 
the parents of four children: Daryl, 
Robin, Rebecca and Denise. There 
are five grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. They were presented 
a Wii as a gift—no excuse for not 
exercising! Mr. Rambsel is an elder who 
has served in several church areas and is 
presently in the Athens, Ohio, area.

Obituaries
Jimmie Butler, whose loving nature, 

devotion to family and green thumb 
made her the heart and soul of the But-
ler family for over 40 years, died April 2, 

2009, close to her hometown of Gram-
bling, Louisiana, of a stroke and brain 
aneurysm. She was 60.

A cocker spaniel lover, Jimmie Butler 
took care of lost animals, nursing them 
back to health if injured. She was not 
only an animal lover, but a caregiver to 
people as well. She enjoyed watching 
movies, visiting museums, art galleries 
and working with her husband, Willie, 
on their organ and rental business.

In her youth, Jimmie was a debutante 
and attended Grambling College and 
Louisiana Tech. Willie and Jimmie But-
ler were married on June 2, 1968. Under 
this union she gave birth to three daugh-

ters and one son. After their wedding, 
they moved to Fort Worth, Texas, for 
three years. They then moved to Hous-
ton, Texas, and resided there for 33 years. 
Jimmie and Willie started their organ 
business in 1992.

She is survived by her husband, Willie 
Butler; mother, Millie Hill; four sisters, 
Esther (Robert) Martin, Cassie (Anser-
lean) Sims, Patricia Jones and Martha 
Rabon; four children, Joyce (Alvin) 
Housley, Tina M. Randolph, Willie But-
ler Jr. and Millicent (Baron) Holley; four 
grandchildren, Joshua Housley, Deon 
Smith, Jamie Butler and Brandon Holley; 
and other relatives and a host of friends.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Donald Ward, who pastors the Houston, 
Texas, South congregation.

Aldo “Pete” Pietropoli, 89, died on 
March 21, 2009, after a short illness. Mr. 
Pietropoli was a member of the Mead-
ville, Pennsylvania, congregation, along 
with his wife, Doree, who survives him. 

Don Henson, pastor of the Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and Wheeling, West Vir-
ginia, congregations, and was the former 
pastor of Meadville, conducted the funer-
al service on March 25 in Shippenville, 
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Ivan Czornyj, 97, died on April 13, 
2009, after a number of years of declin-
ing health. He was the oldest member of 
the Cleveland, Ohio, congregation. He 
is survived by two sisters in the Ukraine.

Dr. Czornyj was born in the Ukraine 
in January of 1912 (three months before 
the Titanic sank on its maiden voyage!). 
He immigrated to the United States after 
World War II. Baptized in 1957, he taught 
Russian language classes at Ambassador 
College in Pasadena in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s. He was also involved 
in translating booklets into Russian for 
both the Worldwide Church of God and, 
in its early years, the United Church of 
God. Some of that early translation work 
proved helpful as the Church reached out 
to Ukrainian Sabbatarian groups, and in 
their subsequent use of the material in 
other parts of the former Soviet Union, 
including the startup of a congregation 
in Siberia. 

The funeral was conducted on April 
16 by Doug Johnson, pastor of the Cleve-
land congregation. 

William (Bill) and Betty Torode of 
White Lake, Michigan, died in a tragic 
car accident on March 29, 2009. They had 
been members of the Flint, Michigan, 
congregation since the Flint congregation 
formed. They were longtime members of 
over 40 years with the Church of God.

Bill and Betty were loved by all, and 
their examples of brotherly love toward 

others were shown in many ways. Bill 
was known as “The Tootsie Roll Man” 
because he would generously give chil-
dren—and some adults—Tootsie Rolls 
every Sabbath. Betty always had a smile 
for everyone, and even at her age she was 
an example that you are never too old to 

learn something new.  She was truly a 
Proverbs 31 woman. 

Bill turned 80 last October and Betty 
was 78. They were married for 56 years 
and had met each other through their love 
of horses. Both were experienced riders 
and participated in many equestrian 
events. Pictures of them on their horses 
are on the wall in the Roy Rogers muse-
um in Branson, Missouri. 

They are survived by their two sons 
(and wives), Michael (and Debbie) and 
David (and Kathy); their grandchildren, 
Michael, Matthew, David (and Sachiko), 
Angela, Anton, Heather and Cory.

Bill and Betty will be greatly missed 
by all. But knowing God’s plan, we look 
forward to seeing them again in God’s 
Kingdom.

John Luther Snyder Jr., 77, of Bay City, 
Texas, died Feb. 15 due to complications 
suffered from a heart infection.

He was born in Houston, Texas, July 
7, 1931, to John and Hilda Snyder. John 

graduated from Bay City High School 
and received a masters of science from 
Texas A&M University–Kingsville. 

John also attended Ambassador Col-
lege in Pasadena, California, and later 
transferred to Big Sandy, Texas, where 
he was responsible for running the col-
lege dairy. He later returned to Bay City 
where he owned and operated a small 
engine repair shop for over 20 years. He 
spent his final years in assisted living in 
Frisco, Texas, where he had been diag-
nosed with Parkinson’s disease.

He is survived by his sister, Doro-
thy Lofton of Houston; step-daughter, 
Lenora Feeney of San Antonio; step-
son, L. Greg Smith of Big Sandy; and 
son, John Snyder III of Frisco. John 
had seven grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

Announcements
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Ryan Power
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Betty and Bill Torode
Hervé Dubois and Helen Hayes

Corin and Peter Forster

Elverda and 
David Rambsel

John Snyder



and www.ucg-srilanka.org/feast. 
Members interested in attending 
these sites can register online via the 
Web sites.

After recent unrest in Bangkok, 
Thailand, the situation in the city has 
calmed down and the government has 
regained control. There has been no 
change in Feast of Tabernacles plans. 

Room is still available for people 
to attend. If you would like to go 
to Bangkok for the Feast, please 
register on our Web site at www.ucg.
org.ph/fot09thailand/registration.
php. Updated information regarding 
possible post-Feast trips can be found 
at www.ucg.org.ph/fot09thailand/
postfeasttours.php.

David Baker

ABC to Offer Summer 
Continuing Education 
Seminars

Ambassador Bible Center is once 
again offering Continuing Educa-
tion seminars during the summer of 
2009. The seminars provide interest-
ed brethren with additional biblical 
instruction by offering typical ABC 

classes in various local congrega-
tions.

We will be offering weekend semi-
nars in three local church areas. The 
first is scheduled for July 11-12 in 
Rochester, Minnesota. David Regis-
ter and Richard Thompson are to be 
the presenters. On July 25-26, Clyde 
Kilough and David Johnson are 
scheduled to conduct classes in the 
Omaha, Nebraska, area. The third 
seminar will take place in Colum-
bia, Maryland, on Aug. 1-2, with Jim 
Franks and Ralph Levy serving as 
instructors.

Members from other church areas 
are welcome to attend as long as there 
is adequate room at the facilities. 
There is no charge for the weekend 
seminars. Those interested should 
contact the local pastors (Steve Myers 
in Rochester, Mitch Knapp in Omaha 
and Tim Waddle in Columbia) for 
further details.

David Johnson

Wheeling Bluegrass 
Music Festival Set for 
July 16-19

The Wheeling, West Virginia, con-
gregation invites you to a weekend of 
music, family fun and fellowship July 
16 to 19 at Twin Hills Campground 
near Freeport, Ohio. Special empha-
sis will be on bluegrass, but country, 
folk and pop musicians are welcome. 
And if you aren’t a musician, we need 

plenty of “toe-tappers” and “grinners” 
too. 

A welcome reception with refresh-
ments is scheduled Friday at 7 p.m 
at the barn. On July 18 there will be 
Sabbath services, a potluck lunch and 
Bible studies for various age groups. 
Saturday night will feature an extend-
ed jam session and sing-along with 
lots of great food. Based on interest 
and available talent, we’ll wrap up the 
weekend with a “big show” on Sun-
day, featuring performances by any 
interested musicians.

Tent and RV camping are avail-
able at the park. For “indoor campers” 
there are many motels within a 30- to 
40-minute drive. Weather shouldn’t be 
a factor. If it rains, we can head into the 
big barn to continue the activities.

Please come and join in whether 
you’re a picker or a grinner. Maps, 
further details and registration forms 
are available online at www.ucgnet.
org/wheeling/bluegrass. When you 
register, tell us if you plan to stay for 
all or part of the weekend. If you are 
unable to register online or have any 
other questions, please call Bob Mill-
er at (740) 968-3106 or Keith Wilson 
at (724) 228-2186.

Contact the campground directly to 
reserve an RV campsite at (740) 658-
3275. Be sure to mention you’re with 
the “UCG Bluegrass Festival.”

We look forward to a great weekend.
Don Henson

Chattanooga Hosts 
Whitewater Rafting 
Aug. 2

The Chattanooga, Tennessee, con-
gregation will be hosting the annual 
whitewater Ocoee rafting trip on 
Sunday, Aug. 2, at 10 a.m. As in prior 
years, the congregation will be using 
the services of Ocoee Inn Rafting as 
outfitters for the trip. 

Participants must be at least 12 
years old (Tennessee law) and in good 
health. Those with bad backs or other 
similar injuries should not participate 
due to the strenuous and jarring nature 
of the activity. Due to the inherent 
risky activity, all participants must 
sign a liability waiver. Those under 18 
will need a parent or legal guardian’s 
signature before they can participate.

The organizers have reserved a 
block of rafting spots. In order to guar-
antee that you have a seat, please send 
a signed liability waiver and a check 
payable to the United Church of God, 
Cleveland for $26 per person by July 
15 to Allen Dance, 9201 Cobblestone 
Hill Dr., Ooltewah, TN 37363.

Please clearly identify each par-
ticipant, congregation and a phone 

number where you can be contacted. 
We must have your deposit to reserve 
a spot. It is on a first-come, first-
served basis, so send it in as soon as 
possible. This activity takes place 
regardless of the weather. 

To receive a waiver form or if 
you have any questions, please call 
Allen Dance at (423) 855-0868 or 
e-mail him at allendance@hotmail.
com.

Camping and cabin facilities are 
available in the area. We do not spon-
sor a group campsite, but individual 
families are welcome to take advan-
tage of the opportunities to camp 
if they so desire. The Chilhowee 
Recreation Area of the Cherokee 
National Forest is a 20-minute drive 
from the outfitters. Campsites are on 
a first-come, first-served basis and 
generally fill up on the weekends, so 
early arrival is advised. 

As in past years, there will be a 
camp Bible study on the Sabbath in 
the Chilhowee Recreation Area.

Roy Holladay

Calendar of Events
June 8-12: ABC Continuing Educa-

tion Seminar, Cincinnati, Ohio.
June 25-July 2: Camp Pinecrest, 

Missouri.
June 28-July 5: Camp Woodmen, 

Alabama.
July 4: Akron, Ohio, 50th anniversary 

(www.ucgakron.org).
July 5-12:  Camp Carter, Texas.
July 5-12: Camp Hye Sierra, 

California.
July 16-19: Teen and Young Adult 

Weekend, Orange County, Califor-
nia, luky2binhb@yahoo.com.

July 16-19: Wheeling Bluegrass Fes-
tival (www.ucgnet.org/wheeling/
bluegrass).

Aug. 2: Tennessee rafting trip, 
allendance@hotmail.com.

Aug. 2-9: Northwest Camp, Canby, 
Oregon. 

Aug. 9-16:  Camp Heritage, 
Pennsylvania.

Sept. 6: Houston Music Festival, 
Bucha na n E nv i ron ment a l @
embarqmail.com.

■ New GN 
Commentaries 
Posted
Go to gnmagazine.org 
to watch the following 
new GN Commentaries

Mr. Netanyahu Goes •	
to Washington.

Hubble Sees the Future.•	
Is Nancy Pelosi Lying?•	

■ You Can Help: Sidebar 
Gadget for Windows Vista
Go to members.ucg.org/internet to learn 
about the new Good News and This Is the 
Way sidebar gadgets. These sidebar gadgets 
give you direct access to the most current GN 

articles and This Is the Way messages in an 
application you can put right on your Windows 
Vista desktop. You can help by downloading, 
rating and commenting on the gadgets we 
create. 
 
Featured 
Link
■ You Can 
Help on 
members’ site
members.
ucg.org/
internet.

If you have 
questions or 
comments, please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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Continued from page 13

News
At a Glance

Congratulations! We would like to feature the 2009 college grad-
uates in the August United News. Please take a few minutes to 
answer these questions and send a photograph by July 13, 2009. 
1. Graduate’s Name
2. Parents’ Names
3. Congregation and Pastor’s Name
4. College Accomplishments
5. Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests (tell a little bit about  

 yourself)
6. Plans After Graduation

7. Additional Comments (favorite quote, favorite scripture, motto, advice, etc. Please identify which 
it is, so we don’t think your advice is your motto, etc.)
Also include your phone number or e-mail address to use to confirm spellings, etc. (They will not 
be printed.) Please send with a recent photo (conforming with biblical standards of dress and hair 
length) of the graduate by July 13.

By e-mail to: Elizabeth_Cannon@ucg.org. 
By mail to: United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length; 250-word maximum length. Thanks!

Attention Graduating CollegE Seniors:
 Send Us Your Bios

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices


