
Council Works on “Due Diligence” in Relocation

First Six-Week Training Program Completed

by Richard Pinelli

This year the Church began a new training program 
for pastors who were recently hired by the Church. May 
23 we finished the last two weeks of the first six-week 
program for 15 pastors and trainees and their wives.

The 15 men met for two weeks in January and returned 
with their wives for two weeks in March (see “15 Attend Pas-
toral Training Classes” in the March/April issue, page 2).

“Never before in the modern history of the Church 
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At the May meeting of the Council 
of Elders, President Clyde Kilough and 
Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick updated 
the Council on the steps that will need 
to be taken in order to proceed with 
the possible purchase of property for a 
new home office facility in the Denton, 
Texas, area.

Even though this potential property 
was being held temporarily, only after 
the move was approved by the General 
Conference of Elders could the admin-
istration move forward on resolving 
issues related to its purchase. However, 
Mr. Kilough and Dr. Kirkpatrick asked 

the Council for further clarification and 
direction. 

As Chairman Bob Dick explained in a 
message sent to the elders on May 11, the 
resolution the Council passed in February 
concerning this potential purchase “con-
tained vague language, and as we talked 
it became obvious that we needed to craft 
another resolution to spell out the intent of 
the earlier one.” 

The original resolution stated, “It is 
further resolved, that, contingent upon 
the approval of a home office relocation 
by the General Conference of Elders and, 
upon satisfaction of the Council, approval 

will be granted by the Council of Elders to 
purchase…”

After further discussion on the due dili-
gence requirements, the Council passed 
a resolution that clarified what it meant 
by the phrase, “upon satisfaction,” and 
further authorized the administration to 
move forward with acquisition of the 
land once the following three items are 
accomplished:

• Zoning and traffic mobility factors 
required by the Church for the planned 
home office are secured.

• Detailed, professional engineering-
based cost estimates of infrastructure 

developments are in line with original 
projections.

• Environmental assessment indicates 
that the proposed property is in compli-
ance with appropriate environmental 
parameters. 

“Until the Council is satisfied with 
the results of these three steps, no 
purchase will take place,” wrote Mr. 
Dick. “In fact, if any of these three do 
not meet Council satisfaction, there 
will be no purchase. On the other side 
of the coin, if these three are satisfied, 

Youth Corps 
Volunteers Chosen

Doug Horchak, coordinator of 
the United Youth Corps program, 
announced the names of the volun-
teers chosen to serve on two projects 
this summer. 

Serving at the youth camp in Gha-
na in August will be Arielle Falardeau 
from the Lafayette, Indiana, congre-
gation; Amber Epperson, Chattanoo-
ga, Tennessee; Corbin Rose, Flint, 
Michigan; Robert Oswald, Lansing, 
Michigan; and Joshua Lee, Lansing.

Volunteers chosen to serve at the 
youth camp in Nigeria in July will be 
Cody and Bobbi Kitts from the Cin-
cinnati East, Ohio, congregation; and 
Emily Sandilands, currently an ABC 
student.

Applications are still open for the 
Kenya youth camp project in Decem-
ber. The early deadline for applica-
tions is July 1. Interested young adults 
can get fact sheets and application 
forms at www.ucgyouthcorps.org.

Mr. Horchak said there was not 
enough time to generate enough qual-
ified people applying for the projects 
in the Philippines and Zambia. “We 
hope to offer both next spring,” he 
said.  UNAt the annual meeting May 6, the 

General Conference of Elders approved 
a $25 million budget for the fiscal year 
2007-2008, which begins July 1. 

This is an increase of $3.7 million 
over the budget approved for the 2006-
2007 budget year. In his cover memo to 
the budget, Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick 
wrote that this “represents anticipated 
growth of between 7 and 8 percent over 
the likely actual total of income for the 
entirety of the current fiscal year—a 
growth rate consistent with the trend 
over the last couple of years.”

Increases for Preaching 
the Gospel and Preparing a 
People

The budget includes “a substan-
tial increase (over $1.6 million)” for 
preaching the gospel, “the largest year-

to-year increase for this purpose in the 
history of the United Church of God.”

The budget also includes funding to 
hire up to five additional ministerial 
trainees, expansion of the ministerial 
development program, several three-
day regional ministerial conferences 
and “a significant increase in support 
of the Youth Corps program.”

The executive reserve of $1.65 mil-
lion includes $1.5 million set aside for 
the home office relocation project.

Most budget categories increase 
slightly in dollar amounts. Still, 
because the overall “pie” is larger, all 
but two categories actually decrease as 
a percentage of the total budget. The 
two are the executive reserve men-
tioned above, and Public Proclamation, 
which increases from 21.37 percent to 
24.79 percent of the total budget.

Budget Amounts
The amounts budgeted for the vari-

ous programs are:
Council of Elders $174,900
Home Office $1,317,013
Public Proclamation $6,196,980
International $2,017,665
Ministerial Services $10,059,177
Festivals $1,074,165
GCE $80,000
Insurance $1,880,100
403(b) $550,000
Executive Reserve $1,650,000
Total $25,000,000

Dr. Kirkpatrick said the 2007-
2008 budget “reflects the ongo-
ing grace and generosity of God in 
blessing the Church with a steady 
and growing provision of financial 
resources to help with carrying out 
its mission.”  UN
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News
At a Glance

See “Training,” page 5

Bob Dick Continues 
as Chairman

The Council’s last item of business 
May 10 was the bylaw-mandated election 
of chairman. Since Bob Dick had served 
for two years as chairman, the Council 
was required to either select a new chair-
man or renew the chairman’s term. On its 
first ballot, Mr. Dick was chosen by the 
Council to continue as chairman.

Don Henson

New Elders Added
On May 9, the Council of Elders 

approved the credentialing of William 
(Bill) Kubon as an elder. He and his wife, 
Veronica (Ronnie), serve in the Orlando, 
Florida, congregation.

On May 19, Michael Erickson was 
ordained an elder. He and his wife, 
Angela, serve in the Prince George, Brit-
ish Columbia, congregation.

Official GCE Ballot 
Results Released

The official ballot counts from the 
accounting firm of Clark, Schaefer, 
Hackett & Co. arrived May 17.

After a careful recount of all ballots, 
there were a couple of minor changes in 
the count for two of the issues. There were 
305 votes in favor of the Operations Plan 
as opposed to 307 as originally reported. 
Also, there were 319 votes in favor of the 
revised nominating process as opposed to 
the 321 originally reported. All ballot issues 
required a 50 percent majority vote to pass, 
and all issues passed. Here is a summary of 
the counts for the ballot issues.

Of the 465 General Conference of 
Elders members who were eligible to 
cast ballots, 400 chose to ballot. Of those 

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

$25 Million 2007-2008 Budget Overview Outlined

See “Relocation,” page 4
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ballots, 201 were absentee ballots. GCE 
members carefully adhered to the guide-
lines and no ballots were invalidated.
Issue	 Yes	 No	Abstain
Strategic Plan 318 75 7
Operations Plan 305 85 10
Budget 281 111 8
Nominating 
 Process 319 66 15
Home Office 
 Relocation 202 195 3

David M. Johnson

366 Attend GCE
This year 213 elders and 153 elders’ 

wives attended the General Conference of 
Elders annual meeting. This is one more 
elder than attended in 2006, while four 
fewer wives attended, for a decrease of 
three people overall (less than 1 percent).

Amendment 
Schedule Set

On May 10, David Johnson, UCGIA 
secretary, presented the Council of 
Elders with the required schedule for the 
processing of proposed amendments to 
the Church constitution and bylaws that 
would be balloted on at the 2008 GCE 
meeting. The schedule was unanimously 
approved by the Council.

The first date, Aug. 13, is the deadline 
for any proposed amendment to be sub-
mitted to the Amendment Committee.

After a number of intermediate dead-
lines for Ministerial Services, amend-
ment authors, the Amendment  Commit-
tee, the Council of Elders and the GCE, 
any proposed amendments would be sent 
to congregations from Feb. 5 to March 6, 
2008. Any member of a congregation 
may submit a “Statement of Concern” to 
the Amendment Committee about a pro-
posed amendment by March 6.

Amendments will be balloted on at the 
GCE annual meeting May 18, 2008.

New Committees 
Chosen for Review 
of Doctrinal Papers

In order to fulfill a Council resolution 
from December 2006, two committees 
have been formed within Ministerial 
Services to address questions and papers 
from the ministry and membership in the 
areas of doctrine and prophecy. 

The two committees will be the Doc-
trine Advisory Committee and the Proph-
ecy Advisory Committee. 

Because of the number of ministers 
who expressed an interest in serving 
on these committees, a two-tier sys-
tem was adopted to allow everyone 
who expressed an interest to serve.

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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Council Member Profile: Robert Berendt
Robert Berendt was born in Edmonton, 

Alberta, Canada. He grew up in a small 
coal-mining town on the eastern slopes of 
the Canadian Rockies. Sports and the out-
doors are a large part of his background. 

The town closed down in 1953, and he 
left for the city at age 16. He got a job and 
met a lovely girl who also worked in the 
office. In time they were married, and soon 
they had two sons and two daughters. His 
lack of training was a frustration for Mr. 
Berendt, so he attended the University of 
Alberta and graduated with a degree in sci-
ence and education. 

In 1962 his mother began listening to 
Herbert W. Armstrong on the radio. She 
wrote in for the literature and soon Mr. 
Berendt also began reading the booklets. 
He had a summer job that allowed a lot of 

time for studying the Bible. By 1964 they 
began attending the first church service in 
Edmonton. He taught high school science 
for four years before attending Ambassa-
dor College, where he received a BA.

Mr. Berendt was hired into the Cana-
dian ministry in 1970. His wife Joan died 
in 1983 of breast cancer. 

He has pastored a number of churches 
in eastern and western Canada and then, 
upon marrying Valerie in 1987, they were 
asked to serve in Germany for five years. 
He was the Feast coordinator at three dif-
ferent sites and has conducted many youth 
campouts, hiking trips and hockey tourna-
ments. He is still active in sports. 

Currently Mr. Berendt serves on the 
Canadian National Council and pastors 
four churches. He serves on several com-

mittees and helps coordinate Ministerial 
Services in Canada. He writes articles that 
are placed on UCG Edmonton’s very 
active Web site and appear in other Church 
publications as well. 

Mr. Berendt sees being on the Council 
of Elders (starting in July) as a huge respon-
sibility. He said, “‘God so loved the world,’ 
and our mandate is along those lines. UCG 
is to reflect the love from God and Christ to 
all the world and in our service within the 
Body of Christ.” He said he is determined 
to strive to work together on the Council to 
serve the Church. “It is important that we 
stand up for the truth at all times and that 
we never forget the ‘weightier matters of 
the law,’ justice, mercy and faith.” He said 
he hopes the love of God will flow out of 
all Council actions. 

Mr. Berendt has 14 grandchildren. His 
two sons are both ordained ministers in 
UCG and there are three medical doctors 
to look out for him (Rick, Dan and Heath-
er). His daughter Cathy is also a member, 
and his wife, Valerie, is a strong supporter 
who travels with him.  UN

Bob and Valerie Berendt

FORWARD! 
Help Stamp Out Biblical Illiteracy!
by Clyde Kilough

Did you ever hear the old 
joke about the guy who, on his 
history quiz, identified Joan of 
Arc as “Noah’s wife”? Well, 
it’s not just a joke anymore—in 
surveys one out of 10 U.S. citi-
zens actually thinks it’s true! 

That, my friends, is no laugh-
ing matter, nor is the mounting 
evidence that the United States 

is rapidly becoming a biblically illiterate nation.
The cover story in the April 2, 2007, issue of Time 

magazine was “The Case for Teaching the Bible.” The 
content was absolutely sobering. The article focuses on 
several angles of the hot debate over whether God’s Word 
should be in the curriculum of modern public education.

What is not debatable is the level of biblical illiteracy 
among U.S. citizens and Western culture in general. We 
Americans claim to be very religious, surveys show, but 
one can’t tell it from our poor level of knowledge about 
extremely basic issues of the Bible. When only one out 
of three U.S. citizens can even name the four Gospels, it 
doesn’t say much about our competence to actually dis-
cuss the content of the Scriptures! 

This topic deserves a lot of press, and one man recently 
putting it in the spotlight is Stephen Prothero, who chairs 
the Boston University religion department. His new book, 
Religious Literacy, is bound to stir controversy because he 
advocates bringing the Bible back into public education. 

One among many of Prothero’s arguments is, “Biblical 
illiteracy is not just a religious problem. It is a civic prob-
lem with political consequences. How can citizens par-
ticipate in biblically inflected debates on abortion, capital 
punishment, or the environment without knowing some-
thing about the Bible? Because they lack biblical literacy, 
Americans are easily swayed by demagogues on the left 
or the right who claim—often incorrectly—that the Bible 
says this about war or that about homosexuality.” 

The civic arena of political debate is rather minor com-
pared to the moral arena of human behavior, but the point is 
made that biblical illiteracy creates pervasive problems.

No matter how important this issue is, the discussion 
has been a tempest in a teapot, fading out of the public con-
sciousness when the next item of societal curiosity pushed 
it off the stage of faddish interest. We tend to quickly move 
on to whatever titillates our attention in the short term, 
rather than giving such issues the serious thought that 
could lead to actual beneficial change. 

Without true knowledge, we are easily swayed by 
philosophies pulling from many directions. But we want 

to see what God says, because we’re disturbed with the 
direction the world is being swayed!

I wouldn’t hold my breath waiting for the public educa-
tion system to provide the information we need! Many 
nations have battled to stamp out illiteracy, knowing that a 
lack of education creates huge challenges for their people. 
It therefore makes it appalling that in the most educated 
nations of the world, we are increasingly blinded to the 
moral and spiritual challenges we’ve created, directly due 
in large part to our lack of biblical education! 

One of the great historical lessons in God’s Word 
sounds very familiar today. “Hear the word of the Lord, 
you children of Israel, for the Lord brings a charge against 
the inhabitants of the land,” we read in Hosea 4:1. 

What was that complaint? “There is no truth or mercy 
or knowledge of God in the land.” Talking about God 
is not the same as the knowledge of God! “My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have 
rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest 
for Me; because you have forgotten the law of your God, I 
also will forget your children” (verse 6).

Through The Good News, Bible Study Course and 
many other publications, we are battling hard to stamp 
out biblical illiteracy! Let’s prepare ourselves through 
dedicated personal Bible study as we seek to preach the 
gospel ever more effectively.  UN

News
At a Glance
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Senior Pastor Visits Laos, Malaysia and Singapore

Portuguese 
Magazine Reprints 
Vertical Thought 
Articles

Linha Aberta, a glossy Portuguese-
language Christian magazine pub-
lished in Florida, requested permission 
more than a year ago to reprint articles 
from Vertical Thought magazine in 
their “English Section.” Permission 
was granted, and a number of articles 
have already appeared in the magazine, 
sometimes as the only article in the 
“English Section.”

Articles reprinted so far include 
“Christian Through College” by Ken 
Treybig, “How to Choose a Good 
Movie” by Amanda Stiver, “The Power 
of Habits” by Doug Horchak and “The 
Hole in Your Heart” by Mike Bennett.

Each reprinted article is accompa-
nied with the following statement:

“Reprinted with permission from Ver-
tical Thought magazine. Published by 
United Church of God, an International 
Association, P.O. Box 541027, Cincin-
nati, OH. www.verticalthought.org.”

May Marks First 
Anniversary of 
Beyond Today in 
Canada

The first program of Beyond Today 
went on the air in Canada on May 21, 
2006. After one year the results are very 
encouraging. A total of 1,761 responses 
were received, an average of 34 respons-
es per week. Of these, 66 percent (1,166) 
came by phone and the balance from 
the beyondtodaytv.ca Web site. Also, 
1,283 (73 percent) were new additions 
to our files, with the remainder from 
those already on file. The new additions 
included 1,111 new subscribers to The 
Good News magazine.

The three programs with the highest 
responses offered our booklet Holidays 
or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which 
Days We Keep? Programs with a pro-
phetic theme were also popular among 
viewers.

The vast majority of phone responses 
to the program have come from Ontario 
west to British Columbia—the five 
most westerly provinces in Canada.

Ed van Pelt

Australia Awards 
ABC Scholarship

The UCG–Australia Board  announced 
that its 2007 ABC scholarship has been 

awarded to Renato Marozza of the Bris-
bane congregation.

United News Australia reported that 
Renato is thrilled to have been awarded 
the scholarship but “is still in the pro-
cess of obtaining a suitable visa. Your 
prayers for a successful outcome for 
Renato would be most appreciated.”

Australia Reports 
Strong Financial 
Condition

Allan Hambleton, treasurer of UCG–
Australia, reported in United News 
Australia that “the Church is in very 
good financial condition as of the end of 
March 2007. Income is strong, expenses 
are in check and the balance sheet and 
cash position are in good shape.

“The bottom line results are a positive 
income surplus of $7,462 compared to 
a budgeted deficit of $91,004 produc-
ing a positive variance of $98,466…

“The Church’s balance sheet looks 
very healthy indeed with $522,000 in 
current assets and only $92,000 in cur-
rent liabilities, producing a very fine 
current ratio of 5.66. That is, we have 
$5.66 of current assets to pay every $1 
of current liabilities” (all figures Aus-
tralian dollars).

Australia Adds 
$20,000 to Preach 
the Gospel

Due to the financial blessings men-
tioned above, at the March meeting in 
Sydney, UCG-Australia Board mem-
bers voted to allocate an additional 
A$20,000 in this financial year to the 
preaching of the gospel.

As a result, the Board was present-
ed with an initiative to promote The 
Middle East in Bible Prophecy in June 
2007 in two advertising mediums—
The Reader’s Digest and the Consumer 
Information Centre catalogues.

In recent times, the Consumer Informa-
tion coupon ads have been particularly 
successful. From January to April over 2 
million households in Australia received 
their summer catalogue in which the 
booklet What Happens After Death? and 
The Good News magazine were offered. 
UCG–Australia received nearly 2,000 
responses from this campaign, breaking all 
previous records for a single print ad, not 
only in the number of responses received, 
but also the cost per response, which came 
in at approximately A$4.

The target number for new Good 
News subscribers to be added for this 
financial year has already been passed, 
with the end-of-year target projected to 
be exceeded by at least 26 percent.

With the additional media initiative 
of $20,000, the target number for new 
subscribers could be exceeded by as 
much as 39 percent.

Ruth Root

News
At a Glance

International

The first Leadership Training Session 
in Australia was conducted on the week-
end of Jan. 26 to 28, 2007. More than 30 
people were invited from the church areas 
in Australia to attend this weekend as the 
first session in a training program for the 
next generation of Church leaders.

Pastors Bill Bradford, Stephen Clark, 
Bill Eddington, Bruce Dean, Allan Ham-
bleton and Barry Williams delivered a 
number of addresses relating to the subject 
of spiritual leadership. Topics included: 
Concepts of Leadership, Roles of Spiritual 

Leadership, Family Leadership, Doctrinal 
Integrity, Structure of UCGIA and UCG-
A, Working With Young People, Women’s 
Roles, Personal Integrity, Growth and 
Development, Example and Credibility, 
Leadership as Service, Developing Ser-
monettes and Sermons.

In the Pastoral Committee meeting in 
March, the effectiveness of the weekend 
was assessed. All committee members 
agreed that it had been very profitable, 
and they noted that positive feedback had 
been received from all participants. One 

couple commented: “We came away from 
the Leadership Weekend feeling over-
whelmed and humbled by all the fantastic 
information that was shared. Every single 
presentation was interesting and informa-
tive and made us realize just how much 
we didn’t really know about the subject of 
leadership.”

The Pastoral Committee decided that 
the next Leadership Training Seminar 
would take place in 2009.

A training seminar for elders is planned 
for Jan. 25 to 28, 2008. UN

Australia Assesses Leadership Training Weekend

by David Baker

Recently I had the pleasure of visit-
ing one of our Good News subscribers in 
Laos, Ming Oukeobounheuang. I have 
been corresponding with Ming since 
2004 and this was my first opportunity to 
personally visit him. I arrived in the capital 
city of Laos, Vientiane, March 26. Ming 
came by the hotel and we talked for some 
time. After our discussion Ming took me 
to his house via motorbike. This was an 
interesting experience, as I am about twice 
the size of Ming. Thankfully Ming was an 
adept cyclist.

After arriving at the house, I met Ming’s 
wife and another gentleman, and we spent 
the next three hours discussing the Church. 
Ming was a member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, so we discussed the 
similarities and differences between that 
church and the United Church of God. We 
also discussed the beliefs of UCG, how we 
preach the gospel and our plan for preach-
ing the gospel in Asia. I learned that most 

Christians in Laos only have access to the 
Lao translation of the New Testament.

The following morning I received an 
early morning phone call from Ming stat-
ing that he was in the lobby of my hotel 
and would like to speak with me. After 
frantically dressing, I met Ming in the lob-
by, and we spent the morning discussing 
additional questions regarding the Church 
and the challenges Christians face in Laos, 
a predominantly Buddhist country. Ming 
is planning to use some of our literature as 
he teaches English to his students.

After leaving Laos I traveled to Kajang, 
Malaysia, to spend the Sabbath and Pass-
over with some of our Malaysian brethren. 
Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia are 
pastored by Jeff Caudle from New Zea-
land. Since Mr. Caudle would be in New 
Zealand for the Spring Holy Days, I vol-
unteered to visit Malaysia and Singapore. 
This visit was a wonderful opportunity to 
get to know our Malaysian brethren. 

After a memorable Sabbath and Pass-
over with the Malaysian brethren, I trav-

eled to Singapore. All the Singapore breth-
ren were able to gather in a private room at 
a Thai restaurant for the Night to Be Much 

Observed. We were also joined by Edward 
Simanjuntak and his family from Batam, 
Indonesia. The following day we gathered 
at the office of Mr. Samuthiran for a won-
derful feast of local dishes and the Holy 
Day service.  UN

This article previously appeared in 
the March/April 2007 issue of United 
News Asia (www.ucg.org.ph/una).

Ming Oukeobounheuang, his wife 
and another gentleman in Laos

Acting Australian National Office Manager Appointed
by Ruth Root

The chairman of the Board for the 
United Church of God–Australia 
announced that Torin Archer has accept-
ed the position of acting national office 
manager.

Some months ago Allan Hambleton 
submitted his resignation as office man-
ager because of health considerations.

Expressions of interest were request-
ed from the congregations, and the pos-
sible candidates were narrowed to Mr. 
Archer, who has had considerable previ-
ous experience serving the Church in the 
areas required to fill the position.

Since the initial expression of interest, 
several members of the Board have spo-
ken with Mr. Archer and an agreement 
has been reached enabling him to fill the 
position on a part-time basis, for three 
days per week, until his contract with 
Lifeline, where he works as a supervisor 
and counselor, terminates in September.

After graduation from Ambassador 
College in Bricket Wood, England, Mr. 
Archer served as office manager for the 
African and Indian work. He processed 
mail, handled personal correspondence, 

helped organize Feasts and accompanied 
pastors on regional baptizing tours.

When the office was moved to West 
Africa, Mr. Archer stayed in England 
and earned a graduate diploma in man-
agement, after which he was hired as 
Scandinavian office manager. He then 
moved to Pasadena where he served as 
budget manager for the Church’s Pub-
lishing Department, coordinating a $15 
million dollar annual budget.

In 1984 he moved to the Australian 
office, where he served as budget coor-
dinator and later assisted Reg Wright in 
the media department. In this role, Mr. 
Archer picked up valuable experience, 
helping with the development of stra-

tegic plans and marketing strategies for 
promoting the Church’s magazine.

During all of this, he also managed 
to find time to raise three children—
Rebekah (22) and Jessica (18), who are 
currently living in England, and David 
(20), who resides on the Gold Coast.

For the last six years, Mr. Archer has 
worked at Lifeline as a volunteer tele-
phone counselor, training facilitator and 
group supervisor. He is currently study-
ing for a master of counseling degree and 
was recently hired four days a week as 
shift supervisor with Lifeline, in which 
he helps support telephone counselors 
with ongoing appraisal, skills develop-
ment and debriefing after difficult calls.

Mr. Archer told United News Austra-
lia: “I was pleased to be able to renegoti-
ate my contract with Lifeline so I could 
help the Church as office manager in 
the interim. I look forward to working 
closely with the office staff and Board 
of Directors and am happy to contribute 
in whatever way I can to further God’s 
work in this part of the world.”  UN

This and the following article previ-
ously appeared in the April-June 2007 
issue of United News Australia.

New acting Australian national 
office manager Torin Archer talks 
with Alisha Herold and Ruth Root 
on his first day in the office
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Senior Pastor Visits Members and Readers in India
by David Baker

Recently I had the opportunity to 
visit some of our members in India. 
I arrived in Hyderabad, India, late at 
night on March 14. Unfortunately 
one of my bags was mistakenly 
picked up by another passenger at 
the airport, which caused a certain 
level of stress as I tried to track down 
its location. 

Some of the stress was due to the 
fact that the bag contained my Bible, 
sermon notes and various articles of 
literature for the members in India. 
(Thankfully I was able to obtain my 
bag more than a week later, the night 
before I departed India. A lady took 
my bag by mistake but would not 
return my bag to 
the airline until she 
received her bag!)

Thursday, March 
15, I had a wonderful 
meeting with Dr. Ali 
and her two daugh-
ters, Arjumand and 
Nargis. Dr. Ali has 
been a member of the Church since 
1960. After a very enjoyable discus-
sion on several subjects relating to 
the Church and the Bible, we sang 
several hymns. Dr. Ali is able to 
receive sermon CDs, but she really 
misses the opportunity to fellowship 
and sing hymns with other members 
of the Church. 

The following day I spent the 
morning with G.P. Samuel and B. 
Yohan. These men represent Sabbath-
keeping congregations on the eastern 
coast of Andhra Pradesh. Since Pass-
over was approaching, we discussed 
the observance of Passover and the 
Days of Unleavened Bread. 

It was inspiring to compare our 
observance of these Holy Days and 
discover the similarities of worship. 
This was my third opportunity to visit 
with Mr. Samuel, and I hope to visit 

some of the congregations in his area 
during a future trip to India. 

Sabbath in Chennai
Friday afternoon I departed 

Hyderabad for Chennai. On the Sab-
bath, March 17, I held a Bible study 
in my hotel room. During previous 
visits to Chennai, some of our Good 
News subscribers asked me to con-
duct a Sabbath service or Bible study 
in southern India. So I was able to 
spend the entire afternoon with 
Simon Daniel, Darwin Paul, Vivek 
Raj and his parents, M.J. Kolandai 
Raj and Molly Philomenh. I con-
ducted a Bible study titled “What Is 
a True Christian?” that was followed 
by many questions. 

It was a most enjoyable Sab-
bath and everyone requested 
that we have regular meetings 
with the goal of having Sabbath 
services in the future. The chal-
lenge that we face is the man-

power and distance involved. Simon 
Daniel traveled 450 kilometers to 
reach Chennai and the Raj family 
traveled 165 kilometers.

Early Sunday morning I flew to 
Cochin to meet with a prospective 

member, J.G. Paul. We spent the day 
discussing conversion and baptism 
and challenges he faces with his 
job. 

Often many of our prospective 
members face conflicts between their 
jobs and the Sabbath. Many employ-
ers do not grant a leave of absence 
for the Sabbath, and our members’ 
faith is often tested in this area. After 
my visit Mr. Paul informed me that 
he was offered a job in Djibouti with 
the assurance that his leave would 
be granted for the Sabbath, and he is 
already working at his new job. 

Cochin is a fascinating port city 
with a long history involving the 
spice trade. In fact some of the most 
delicious food in India can be found 
in Cochin. Cochin also contains the 
oldest Jewish synagogue in the Com-
monwealth of Nations, built in 1568. 
A tablet in the outer wall bears the 
inscription from a synagogue built in 
Cochin in 1344, but the first recorded 
synagogue built in Cochin dates back 
to the fourth century.

Monday, March 19, I traveled 
from Cochin to Pune via Mumbai. I 
was able to spend Monday evening 
and Tuesday with members Prakash 
and Sara Mandora. Sara is complet-
ing her master’s degree in education 
and Prakash is developing a market-

ing business. The 
Mandoras are able 
to view video ser-
mons for the Sab-
bath but would 
really appreciate 
regular fellowship 
with other mem-
bers. The near-
est member lives 

more than 1,200 kilometers from 
Pune. Thankfully Prakash and Sara 
have been able to attend the Feast of 
Tabernacles in the Philippines and Sri 
Lanka and have met several members 
in the Church.

On to Agra
Wednesday, March 21, I traveled 

to Delhi and arranged transportation 
to Agra the following morning. In the 
afternoon Delhi and the surrounding 
area experienced a hailstorm. Thurs-
day morning I departed for Agra at 
7 a.m. 

The drive from Delhi to Agra is 
five hours, so I informed our mem-
ber, George Samuel, that I would be 
arriving in Agra by noon. Three hours 
into the trip, after passing elephants 
being ridden by their mahouts, camels 
pulling overloaded wagons of grain, 
cows chewing their cud in the middle 
of the road, dancing bears and snake 
charmers at toll booths and tractors 
traveling the wrong direction on a 
divided highway—traffic came to a 
complete stop. In fact it was backed 
up for more than 20 kilometers! 

Farmers blocked the road demand-
ing that the government provide 
assistance for their crops damaged 
by the hail. Three hours later the road 
was cleared, and we were allowed to 

pass. I arrived in Agra three hours 
late and much to my surprise discov-
ered a group of people waiting for 
me in the hotel lobby. Our member 
had explained the teachings of the 
Church to them, and they gather each 
Sabbath as he teaches them from the 
articles in The Good News. They had 

waited three hours at the hotel for 
my arrival! After a brief discussion, 
we traveled to Mr. Samuel’s home 
where I conducted a Bible study and 
answered questions. 

Friday morning I left for Delhi, 
and thankfully the road was not 
blocked! Sabbath morning, March 
24, I left Delhi at 6:30 a.m. and trav-

eled to Moradabad. The scenery was 
interesting as we passed through the 
countryside. The road as always was 
one long obstacle course with con-
struction, wagons loaded with farm 
produce and sugar cane, cows, bikes 
and pedestrians. 

I arrived in Moradabad at 10:30 a.m. 
at the home and school of Robinson 
Yousof and family. The Yousof fam-
ily was joined by Mr. Dalchand and 
his extended family. Some of these 
individuals have been members of the 
Church since the 1980s. After fellow-
ship and a wonderful lunch, we held a 
Sabbath service. During the service I 
had the pleasure of blessing Rex, the 
son of Eugene Kumar, the son of Mr. 
Yousof. (In the late 1980s Eugene was 
a camper at a camp that I helped to 
conduct in Sri Lanka). 

After the service I departed Morad-
abad for Delhi and arrived at the inter-
national airport at 9 p.m. I boarded 
my flight for Thailand sometime after 
midnight and arrived in Bangkok 
by 6:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 25. 
Although exhausted, I departed India 
inspired by the people I met and their 
desire to live God’s way of life.  UN

Mike and Primrose Mukarati man-
age the Church’s office in Zimbabwe. 
The following appeared in the March 
2007 issue of United News South 
Africa along with this note: The situ-
ation in Zimbabwe is very serious, 
with inflation running at over 1,000 
percent, farming coming to a virtual 
standstill, rampant corruption and 
police brutality. Our brethren need 
our constant prayers for protection. 
“If one member suffers, all the mem-
bers suffer with it” (1 Corinthians 
12:26).

by Mike Mukarati

On Feb. 3, my wife, Prim, and 
I traveled to Kadoma, Zimbabwe, 
where we held a Bible study with nine 
people in attendance. Mrs. Chichaya 
is well and in good spirits. Her maize 
crop is looking good. However, rain 
needs to fall if the prospects of a good 
harvest are to be realized.

Mrs. Chichaya’s son Heed is fit 
as he was during the Feast, but his 
wife is very ill, and she can barely 
walk and is virtually reduced to skin 

and bone. She desperately needs our 
prayers for relief.

A Farmer’s Concerns
We arrived at Elsie Nel’s plot 

around 5 p.m. and enjoyed fellow-
ship with her and her family. Her 
husband, Tiny, is a very cheerful 
and friendly gentleman, and her son, 
Willem, is also a great person. He is 
down-to-earth and well liked in the 
neighborhood. 

They are still concerned about 
losing their plot, but they have not 

been directly threatened or harassed, 
although they have lost some animals 
to criminals. They also need our con-
tinued prayers.

Meeting With Eight 
Interested Readers

On Sunday, Feb. 4, we met with a 
group of eight Good News readers at 
a hotel in Kwekwe. There were five 
gentlemen and three ladies, and they 
were all very keen to understand 
the truth despite the fact that they 
come from various religious back-

grounds—SDA, Catholic, Pentecos-
tal and Apostolic. The meeting, which 
lasted for 3½ hours, was fruitful, with 
many questions being asked.

One of the ladies has a Catholic 
background and has stopped attend-
ing church on Sundays and is now 
following our teachings. She has 
been persecuted by her staunchly 
Catholic husband. She has firmly 
held her ground, and her husband 
is now backing off. She is really a 
fine person and a serious prospective 
member.  UN

Report From Zimbabwe Provides Reminders of Members’ Needs for Prayer

George Samuel and the group in 
Agra, India

The group in Moradabad, India

Upper left, G.P. Samuel and 
B. Yohan in Hyderabad, 
India; above, Vivek Raj, Molly 
Philomenh, M.J. Kolandai Raj, 
Simon Daniel and Darwin Paul 
in Chennai; right, Sara and 
Prakash Mandora in Pune

the intent is to make the purchase.” 
The administration is currently 

engaged with the engineers, architects 
and other professionals needed to get this 
work done.

Mr. Kilough noted in the Council meet-
ing that, to that point, four Council mem-

bers had seen the property under con-
sideration. He said that he would like as 
soon as possible for the rest of the Council 
members to also visit the site to see it for 
themselves and to get a feel for the loca-
tion and surrounding area. 

Subsequently, the following week he 
was able to show the property to Aaron 
Dean, Victor Kubik, Joel Meeker, Leon 

Walker and Roy Holladay, as well as 
local pastors Britt Taylor and Doug Hor-
chak. Council member Larry Salyer saw 
the property the next day, and plans are 
for incoming Council member Robert 
Berendt to see it in August.

The Council also unanimously passed 
a resolution to establish a restricted fund 
to which members and other supporters 

of the work may make special donations, 
over and above regular tithes and offer-
ings, for the purpose of helping to finance 
the relocation of the home office.

Mr. Dick explained in his letter that, 
while we are not currently planning any 
formal announcement to the Church 
about this fund until at least after the 
August Council meetings, there were 

already people asking if, when and how 
they could contribute. Without a restrict-
ed fund, however, any such earmarked 
contributions sent in beforehand must 
be returned since they cannot go into the 
general fund. Thus, this resolution was 
necessary for accounting purposes to cre-
ate the necessary restricted fund for such 
contributions.  UN

“Relocation,” continued from page 1
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BT Viewed Over 50,000 
Times on YouTube; 
100,000 Times on Three 
Other Video Web Sites

Past issues of United News have mentioned 
how the Church is using video Web sites (Google 
and Yahoo video, YouTube and GodTube) to 
increase the exposure of the Beyond Today TV 

program on the Internet. The most video views 
have come from the YouTube Web site, where 
92 Beyond Today TV programs and commentar-
ies are posted and have generated over 50,600 
video views. 

Each day the Beyond Today videos are viewed 
by hundreds if not thousands around the world 
surfing these video Web sites. Currently, we have 
324 videos posted on these four video Web sites 
that have been viewed over 157,500 times. 

Some viewers have actually contacted us for 
more information or have asked us questions. 
This is encouraging, as these viewers would 
need to leave the video Web sites and then go 
to the Beyond Today Web site or use a search 
Web site to locate the Church’s contact infor-
mation. 

These free video hosting services are produc-
ing a lot more exposure to the Beyond Today 
program. We have already been featured several 
times on GodTube’s “Today’s Featured Video” 
section. We add new videos all the time to these 
Web sites, so we expect the number of video 
views to keep on rising.

42,920 Responses 
Received So Far From 
Magazine Ads 

Our most recent space advertising campaign has 
brought in thousands of requests for two booklets 
and a Good News magazine subscription. The two 
booklets being offered are The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy in the April Reader’s Digest and Marriage 
and Family: The Missing Dimension in the April 
American Baby and May Parents magazines. 

Here are the totals as of June 1, with more 
arriving every day:

Reader’s Digest ............. 29,170
American Baby ................ 9,839
Parents ..............................3,911
TOTAL ......................... 42,920
Please pray for the continued success of this 

campaign.

Over 28,000 Receive 
Monthly GN Reader 
Update E-mail

The Good News Reader Update is the most 
subscribed to e-mail newsletter UCG offers. At 
this time last year, we had around 19,500 e-mail 
addresses subscribed. We now have 28,080 on 
the list and more are added every day! Each day 
Web visitors are submitting their e-mail address-
es requesting to receive the monthly e-newsletter 
that updates them on the work of the Church and 
provides an inspiring biblically based message 
from UCG President Clyde Kilough. 

Our subscribers are from around the world and 
comment frequently about how they like being 
connected to what The Good News is providing 
to its readers. 

If you have not subscribed or would like to 
read past updates, visit www.gnmagazine.org/
gnupdate/.

Reaching 18 States and 
Six Provinces From a 
Single Radio Station

The Good News radio program first aired on 
news/talk WWVA 1170 AM radio in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, in March 2003. Beyond Today 

radio continued in its place in December 2005. 
Recently, an additional airtime of 11 p.m. Mon-
days was added to the existing airtime of Fridays 
at 8:15 p.m.

Why add more airtime in a city with a popula-
tion of just over 31,000? Certainly Wheeling is 
no major media market, but WWVA radio is a 
real powerhouse. 

After sundown, WWVA’s 50,000-watt signal 
reaches listeners in 18 states, including Con-
necticut, Delaware, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Ver-
mont, Virginia and West Virginia, and six Cana-
dian provinces, including New Brunswick, New-
foundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward 
Island and Quebec. 

Our local radio monitor, Art Gabel of the 
Wheeling congregation, continues doing a fine 
job of verifying each program. Interestingly, 
Marty Turkiewicz, who lives in New York and is 
our radio monitor for WBEN 930 AM in Buffalo, 
often listens to Beyond Today on WWVA and on 
50,000-watt WWL 870 AM radio in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, which itself reaches into 28 states.

Postal Rate 
Changes 
Force Booklet 
Reformatting

The postal rate changes that went 
into effect in the United States in 
May had an unexpected and unpleas-
ant surprise—the cost of mailing our 
booklets increased dramatically. 
Postage costs were up more than 28 
percent the first week the new rates 
were in effect. Some portions of our 
mailings are up over 80 percent.

The biggest difference is that while previously 
postage was based almost entirely on weight, the 
new rates also factor in size. Anything larger than 
11½ by 6¹/8 inches—called “flat rate”—costs 
almost 32 percent more than it did under the prior 
rates. Rates for items smaller than that—called 
“letter rate”—actually decreased 16 percent.

To use a real-life example, the cost of mailing 
a copy of the Marriage and Family: The Missing 
Dimension booklet first class increased from 87 
cents to $1.14. The cost of mailing a copy of Sun-
set to Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest decreased from 
87 cents to 75 cents. The weights of the booklets 
are similar, but size now makes a dramatic differ-
ence in what it costs to mail them.

Compounding the problem is the fact that 
our larger magazine-size booklets are generally 
our most popular. For example, seven of our 10 
most-requested and most-printed booklets are the 
larger size. Even though a person may request 
several of our smaller booklets, if even one of the 
larger booklets in included, the package must be 
mailed at the higher rate.

The change in postage rates factoring in pack-
age size came with only a few weeks’ warning, 
leaving us little time to prepare and no time to 
reprint existing materials before the new rates 
went into effect.

To mitigate the impact of this postage increase, 
we immediately began work on converting the 
larger-size booklets to the size of our smaller book-
lets, commonly called digest-size. However, since 
almost half of our booklets (16 of 33) are the larger 

size, it will take some time, perhaps a year, before 
our production staff is able to reformat all of them, 
especially since we have only limited windows of 
time to work on them in between our existing work 
on The Good News, Vertical Thought, advertising 
materials and other booklet reprints. 

Regrettably, these rate increases and the impact 
on our staff to reformat these booklets will likely 
prevent the production of any new booklets for 
the next year. 

Rate increases for our other publications—The 
Good News, Vertical Thought, World News and 
Prophecy and United News—are yet to be announced 
and are scheduled to go into effect in July. 
Contributors: Scott Ashley, Aaron Booth and John 
LaBissoniere

News
At a GlanceMedia

Beyond Today video on YouTube

have we had a program like this, where 
newly hired ministers have this intensity 
and breadth of classes, taught by veteran 
pastors who have a zeal to pass on their 
experience in order to develop a much 
better trained ministry than before,” said 
President Clyde Kilough.

Breadth of Classes
The couples were given many foun-

dational principles for both pastors and 
their wives. More than 60 subjects, from 
doctrine to speaking to counseling, were 
covered in the first four weeks. 

In the May session, many more top-
ics were discussed. Jim Franks covered 
the balance in preaching the gospel and 
preparing a people. Richard Pinelli 
covered organization of multiple con-
gregations. Larry Darden, Church legal 

counsel, gave several hours on dealing 
with legal matters pastors might face in 
their pastorates. The pastors received 
help in biblical scholarship from Ken 
Graham and in dealing with Sabbath 
issues from Mr. Franks. 

Joel Meeker gave advice on how 
to travel internationally in many third 
world countries. Tom Kirkpatrick 
dealt with managing finances. Doug 
Horchak helped the men in prepara-
tion for speaking assignments at the 
Feast as well as developing reference 
and resource libraries. 

Clyde Kilough talked about godly 
governance. Gary Antion helped the 
pastors understand how to work with 
those who had lost a loved one, and he 
also discussed helping the elderly age 
gracefully. Bill Bradford, visiting from 
Australia, talked about how to create 
the environment for growth. 

In the last week of the program there 
were sessions on “Dealing With the 
Spirit World” by Mr. Pinelli, “Devel-
oping Godly Wisdom” by Lyle Welty, 
“Making Messages Stick” by David 
Johnson and computer skills by Rich-
ard Kennebeck and his staff. 

“Pride and Humility in Ministry” by 
David Register, “Early Church Histo-
ry” and the “Seven Churches of Rev-
elation 2 and 3” by Darris McNeely 
made up a large portion of the week. 
We finished up the week talking about 
pastoral risks and working with the 
financial needs of the brethren.

Participants’ Comments
Some of the pastors, trainees and 

wives said the following:
“The six-week pastors’ training 

program has covered the essentials for 
serving the membership. As a group 

we have built a wonderful camaraderie 
and bond of lasting friendship.”

“The training is invaluable for a 
new pastor. We’re able to hear lec-
tures from experienced members of 
the home office team and have open 
discussion with our peers who have 
already had some personal experience 
with the applications being taught. The 
resource material being provided gives 
us the confidence to know we will have 
access to information for almost every 
situation we will encounter.”

“Collectively thousands of hours of 
coaching and experience [were] passed 
on to us in a short six weeks! Extreme-
ly worthwhile and necessary.”

“This program better enables us as 
pastors to shepherd our flock. As the 
Church moves forward, it will contrib-
ute to an effective ministry and growth 
in the Church.”

“As a brand-new person in the 
ministry, I have found all the sessions 
invaluable. It has given me a sense of 
increased confidence in being able to 
serve God’s people.”

Future Plans
Like a grain of mustard seed, we pray 

that this program will continue to grow 
and that it can be taken to many inter-
national areas to help with the develop-
ment of pastors and elders around the 
world. Some of this leadership material 
will be going to South America in June, 
South Africa in November and Austra-
lia and New Zealand in January 2008. 

We also plan to run the six-week 
program annually at the home office, 
inviting the new pastoral hires along 
with some experienced pastors.

We hope you will continue to pray 
for the success of the program.  UN

“Training,” continued from page 1

Comparative sizes of booklets; 
larger booklets will be reformated 
at the smaller size because of 
postage rate increases
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■ In response to requests in 
previous issues, members 
share the inspiring stories of 
their callings and baptisms.

“I Was Called by Don 
Knotts”

Back in 1965, my hour-long drive 
home on L.A.’s freeways after a 10-hour 
day was eased by the distraction of talk 
shows. I would turn the dial, eavesdrop-
ping on one program and then another.

One night, I heard what sounded like 
Don Knotts (you remember, Barney 
Fife on TV?) talking about the Bible. 
Stunned, I listened in. He was saying 
something about Jesus not having long 
hair. What was Don Knotts doing talk-
ing about religion and, since I had been 
raised a good Lutheran, what did he 
mean Jesus didn’t have long hair?! 

Well, the show ended with something 
about a magazine, and I made note of 
the station and the time. 

I kept tuning in each night. This was 
the height of the “hippy movement” and 
Vietnam War protests. The Supreme 
Court had just thrown prayer out of the 
schools; and some hippy in the news-
paper asked, “Why are you putting me 
down? I have a beard and long hair just 
like Jesus.” That made me angry, but he 
was right. He looked just like the picture 
in my Bible.

“Don Knotts” had said Jesus didn’t 
have long hair. I listened in more care-
fully and found out Don’s name was 
really Garner Ted Armstrong. I wrote 
for that magazine, The Plain Truth, and 
a couple of booklets. The rest is his-
tory—a long and exciting one… 

So why did Garner Ted Armstrong 
sound like Don Knotts? It seems the sta-
tion I was listening to was running the 
tape a little fast to get done five minutes 
early so they could fit in a couple extra 
commercials! Speeding up the tape 
caught my ear and caused me to listen 
when I otherwise would not have. God 
certainly works in mysterious ways.

Knute Josifek
Los Angeles, California, congrega-

tion

“The Very Thing I Had 
Been Searching for All 
These Years”

Although we joined the United 
Church of God a few years ago, we 
have only just recently had the won-
derful opportunity to be baptized. This 
wondrous event gave us both the oppor-
tunity to reflect on our journey so far. 
This journey has taken us along many 
strange pathways and through many 
eye-opening doors. It is a journey my 
wife and I love to share with as many 
people as care to listen. 

For almost nine years we traveled the 
broad ways of Pentecostalism until one 
day when we discovered the Sabbath. I 

had been putting together an end-time 
radio documentary for my Christian 
community program called Christian 
Magazine when during my research I 
stumbled across an audiotape of a teach-
ing on the Sabbath. It only took a quick 
search of the Scriptures and a meeting 
with our head pastor to realize we were 
the victims of a very clever deception. 

I purchased some Bible software, 
gave away my radio program and spent 
the next three years searching the Scrip-
tures. I began to discover some amazing 
things. Beginning with the Sabbath, we 
began to discover the real depth of the 
deception. We discovered many things 
such as the commandments had not 
been nailed to the cross and done away 
with and that Jesus was not crucified on 
Good Friday and resurrected on Easter 
Sunday and those “three days and three 
nights” meant exactly that. 

And so after 12 months of keeping 
the Sabbath alone at home, we joined 
a messianic Christian group that met 
on the Sabbath. We stayed only a short 
time; however, we did have the oppor-
tunity to learn about the Holy Days. 

Once again, we found ourselves 
alone keeping the Sabbath by ourselves. 
I had discovered that the Bible spoke of 
a remnant Church, and I wondered if 
somewhere, somehow we would find a 
church that had not been deceived and 
that taught the truth. 

One day I came across another 
audiotape that had been given to me by 
a customer of mine many years previ-
ously, and as I began to play it, I real-
ized that this was the very thing I had 
been searching for all these years. The 
teachings on the tape contained some of 
the same understandings of the Scrip-

tures that I had discovered. The audio-
tape had been produced by the United 
Church of God. 

Eventually we found our way along 
to this congregation, and both my wife 
and I are delighted to be finally home 
in the Church that we believe is where 
God wants us to be. And so recently 
we reassessed our position on baptism 
and through the lessons contained in 
the Bible studies provided through the 
United Church of God, we embraced 
baptism as perhaps the most important 
stage of our journey so far. 

Don and Lyn Browning
Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia

Baptized in the Mississippi 
at 3 a.m. (Thankfully, No 
Snakes!)

I will be in the Church 44 years this 
June 26, having been baptized in 1963.

About 1961 or a little earlier, my 
father, who lived on a small farm, sent 
for the Church of God’s magazine. It 
had been advertised in a farm publica-
tion, possibly the Wisconsin Agricultur-
ist. At the time, he was nearly 80 years 
old. There was no Church meeting in St. 
Paul or Minneapolis then. 

My husband and I went to visit my 
father one afternoon, and the maga-
zine was on the table. I picked it up 
and looked through the 1961 issue. I’d 
never heard of it before. 

My mother said, “Take it home and 
give the kids the Bible lesson, as Dad is 
done with it.” I did and read it all before 
I went to bed. I sent for my own copy of 
the magazine. 

I finally received a letter from head-
quarters stating there would be a bap-
tizing tour at Red Wing, Minnesota. I 
had my husband take me to Red Wing, 
where it was held in a motel. By that 
time, I had covered 13 lessons in the 
Bible Correspondence Course.

We were counseled until 2:30 a.m. 
Then they chose three of us who were 
ready, a lady teacher from Red Wing, a 
farmer who lived near Chippewa Falls, 
Wisconsin, and me. We were taken near 
Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, to a beach 
along the Mississippi River. We had to 
wait until the people all left the beach. 
Then, at 3 a.m. by car lights, Mr. Walter 
Sharp and Mr. David Albert baptized 
us. To me it was like when Jesus went 
down into the river. But, there was no 
visible Holy Spirit over our heads!

We left the water, soaking wet and 
arrived home by 5 a.m. Someone asked 
me if we saw the big water moccasin 
snakes, as there were apparently many 
in that location of the river. I’m thankful 
that God kept them away!

On the way home, our old car ran low 
on water, but a filling station had left a 
full can of water out front, which we 
used—a blessing from God. I’m now 
92½ years old, but the baptism is still 
as bright as the day June 25-26, 1963, 
when God called me. At that time the 
nearest congregation met in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, but the following Passover 
was held in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Violet Sand
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

“I Almost Wrecked My 
Little ’53 Chevy Trying to...
Write Down the Address”

One of the first things I can remember 
in life was my mother reading the Bible 
to my brother and me. She taught us to 
read using the Bible, and I practiced 
on the Progressive Farmer Magazine. 
My mother listened to preachers on the 
radio every chance she got. 

When I was about 12 years old, I 
asked her who her favorite preacher 
was. She said that the only one that 
preached the Bible was Herbert W. 
Armstrong. When I was 16 I heard a 
program on the radio of my father’s 
pickup truck that made sense to me. It 
was a program on “Real Happiness” 
and was The World Tomorrow program. 
I remembered what my mother had told 
me, so I began to listen for The World 
Tomorrow. 

My mother passed away when I was 
19, so I never knew if she ever wrote 
for literature. But one Sunday morn-
ing in Sunday school the lesson was on 
how the law had been done away with. 
This threw me into confusion because 
it was contrary to the Bible. I spent the 
afternoon alone, in study and prayer, 

and asked for some sign or proof that 
the Bible was God’s Word. 

At the time I was commuting with six 
other guys to Winston-Salem, where I 
was working and going to school. On 
Monday morning I was the first to arrive 
at our meeting place, and all six of the 
other guys came by and told me that 
they had personal business after work 
and would be driving themselves. 

This was a miracle that forced me to 
drive alone in a situation where I would 
listen to the radio. What did I hear but 
a World Tomorrow program on “Seven 
Proofs God Exists” and proofs that the 
Bible is God’s Word.

I almost wrecked my little ’53 Chevy 
trying to get a paper and pencil out of 
the glove box to write down the address 
for the booklets. I wore out those pieces 
of literature showing them to people. 

In 1968 when I was 27 I applied to 
attend Ambassador College but was 

not admitted, probably because I was 
married with two children. I still had 
not learned of the Church, but a short 
while later was contacted by the minis-
ter in Greensboro and invited to attend 
Church in the summer of 1969. My 
wife and I were baptized in December 
of 1969.

Lacy A. Mayes
Hickory, North Carolina

“Losing My Most Prized 
Possession but Gaining 
Eternal Life”

When I was young, my family didn’t 
go to any church. Grandma told Dad 
about the radio broadcast and Church 
magazine. One thing led to another until 
February 1966, just before I turned 10 
years old, when my parents said we 
were going to start attending church. It 
would not be like any other church. We 
would go on Saturday.

From that first Sabbath, everything 
made sense to me. At 13, I asked for my 
own copies of the Church magazine and 
Bible Correspondence Course.

When I got a job, I saved for Ambas-
sador College. I allowed myself one 
major purchase: a stereo system. I loved 
that stereo! I brought it with me to col-
lege in 1974.

While I was at church on March 
29, 1975, the stereo was stolen off my 
desk. Having my most prized posses-
sion stolen while I was in church upset 
me to my very core. I realized that, even 
though I had grown up in the Church, I 
had not obeyed God as well as I should 
have. 

In my journal, I wrote: “Now I got 
mad. I cried aloud and spared not. I 
really talked it out with God. I cried, I 
was so upset. Upset with everything. I 
admitted what a rebellious, dirty, rotten 
clod I am. I deserve to have my stereo 
stolen. I deserve death. 

“What good am I? Why does God 
bother with me? I don’t obey God. I 

sometimes think I want to, but do I 
really? I’m too lazy. I want to obey, but 
my mind doesn’t want to. Now I know 
what You mean when You said the heart 
is evil and desperately wicked above all 
things, who can know it? And I dropped 
to my knees and asked God to forgive 
me of my past—for what I did and for 
what I am. I asked Him to change me—
to make me a new person. And to leave 
the old person buried under the water.

“Then I read the ‘Repent’ and ‘Be 
Baptized’ sections in the November 
’74 Good News. It mentioned how men 
of old (page 8) sought God with prayer 
and fasting. ‘The earnest supplication of 
God through prayer and fasting shows 
Him you mean business. He doesn’t 
want a temporary, fleeting repentance 
which is brought about by an emotional 
appeal due to the pressures around you.’ 
I don’t want this to be a temporary 
repentance. Tomorrow I’ll call a min-

ister and counsel for baptism. Tonight, 
I fast.”

On Monday I made an appointment 
with a minister for Friday. I wrote, “My 
whole life—eternity—hangs in the bal-
ance of Friday. And I hate waiting.”

The meeting was changed to Thurs-
day. I wrote that day, “We discussed 
how I came to the decision for baptism, 
my past history, the Church, and was I 
ready to count the cost? I was. He saw 
no reason [why] I shouldn’t be baptized. 
I told him there was no other way. I have 
come to a point in my life where I can’t 
go on living the way I want to.”

The next day, Friday, April 4, we met 
in the pool in the basement of Ambas-
sador Hall. I recorded the event in my 
journal: “We went out to the steps and 
bowed our heads. He asked God to 
bless the ceremony, mentioning how I 
willingly chose to come to do His way.

“Then we went into the water, and he 
asked me my name, and have I repented, 
and have I accepted Jesus Christ as my 
personal Savior. Then he said he will 
baptize me in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The water 
was very warm…

“Then he pushed me back under the 
water, and I could feel myself lying on 
my back under the water, him holding 
me down. And I knew what it felt like 
to be buried. I felt dead. The next thing I 
knew, I was up above the water, and had 
a hard time getting my footing. We then 
came up, and he laid his hands on me 
and asked God’s Spirit to enter me.

“He then congratulated me, and we 
walked back to the dressing room. I 
felt good. I felt happy. I felt clean. I felt 
exhilarated to know I was now a mem-
ber of the God family.”

Gregory Dullum
Cape Girardeau, Missouri

Thanks to all who have sent in a 
baptism story. We hope to run more of 
them in a future issue.

More Baptism Stories: Members Tell About Their Calling

So why did Garner Ted Armstrong sound like Don Knotts? It seems 
the station I was listening to was running the tape a little fast to get 
done five minutes early so they could fit in a couple extra commercials! 
Speeding up the tape caught my ear and caused me to listen…

We left the water, soaking wet and arrived home by 5 a.m. Someone 
asked me if we saw the big water moccasin snakes, as there were 
apparently many in that location of the river. I’m thankful that God 
kept them away!
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Explaining Our Beliefs With Wisdom
■ Sinful lifestyles permeate 
our society and are often 
accepted as normal. How can 
we communicate God’s truth 
to those who maintain these 
lifestyles without alienating 
them?
by Sean Yarbrough

Like it or not, pluralism is the new real-
ity in most Western countries. Today many 
of us find ourselves living and working in 
close proximity to people with diverse 
backgrounds and belief systems that are 
expected to be tolerated—and in many 
cases, validated.

Sometimes pluralism can be a force 
for good, discouraging harassment by 
prejudiced people or exposing us to posi-
tive things we might not have otherwise 
experienced. At other times, it can poison 
a society by introducing sin and even nor-
malizing it. 

For example, those who practice sinful 
lifestyles often enjoy full legal protection in 
the form of hate speech legislation, some 
of which prohibits not just hateful verbal 
assaults but any criticism whatsoever 
(such as Canada’s “Bible as hate speech” 
law that was passed in 2004). While such 
laws make those who practice these life-
styles feel more accepted, they effectively 
normalize morally deviant behavior and 
punish anyone critical of it.  

It’s unfortunate that our society has 
become so hostile to those who speak out 
against immorality. This not only affects 
how we as a church preach the gospel, 
but also how we personally interact with 
others. 

Publishing or broadcasting a warning 
message to the world provides a format 
in which we can speak freely and boldly 

about sin and repentance. But when com-
municating with friends, neighbors and 
coworkers, we must be careful to speak 
the truth about God’s way of life in love 
without causing unnecessary offense. 

In Colossians 4:6, we are told, “Let your 
speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you 
ought to answer each one.” God expects 
us to answer the tough questions about our 
beliefs with wisdom. 

He even says in James 1:5 that He will 
grant us wisdom if we ask for it. It is this 
gift of wisdom we must use when dealing 
with individuals outside of God’s Church. 
If we are not careful, we may alienate 
those around us and lose an opportunity to 
let our lights shine as Christians. 

Let’s look at two sinful lifestyles com-
mon in today’s world and discuss why it’s 
important to use wisdom when explaining 
our beliefs to others.

Fornication
At my workplace, comments are some-

times made regarding sexual norms. The 
consensus is that living together and hav-
ing sex before marriage are normal. In fact, 
it is not uncommon for some to begin and 
end sexual relationships with each other 
within only a few months. 

Why is this not considered a shameful 
and immoral practice? Because beliefs 
about morality have shifted dramatically 
in recent decades.

According to a study by the Barna 
Group, nearly half of Americans in their 
20s and 30s believe that morality is based 
on “what is right for the person” instead of 
godly principles. 

Perhaps this is the same half that is 
more likely to experience a failed mar-
riage, since a) living together before mar-
riage doubles the rate of divorce, and b) 
nearly half of Americans in this age group 
maintain such a living arrangement (“A 

New Generation of Adults Bends Moral 
and Sexual Rules to Their Liking,” www.
barna.org, Oct. 31, 2006; “How Broken 
Families Rob Children of Their Chances 
for Future Prosperity,” www.heritage.org, 
June 11, 1999; “Cohabitation,” www.fac-
ulty.rsu.edu/ ~felwell/Probweb/Presenta-
tions/cohabit.html).

To set effective personal examples to 
people in the world, we need to keep our 
audience in mind. We need to respond to 
people from the perspective of where they 
are spiritually, not where we are. 

For example, it should be clear that 
those who openly engage in premarital sex 
do not know the truth of God as we do. 
And because of the moral permissiveness 
practiced in today’s culture, they are not 
likely to respond well to direct criticism. 
If people get the impression that we are 
self-righteous about our beliefs, we risk 
losing any positive influence we might 
have had. 

I was recently challenged on this point 
firsthand. One of my coworkers was tell-
ing me that he wanted to give his new 
girlfriend plenty of emotional space early 
on in the relationship so as not to smother 
her. Then he happened to mention some 
details that made it clear they weren’t wait-
ing until marriage to have sex. 

As uncomfortable as I was with this 
disclosure, I chose not to offer criticism 
because I knew it would only offend 
him, not persuade him to repent. Instead, 
I reserved my comments only for those 
parts of the conversation in which our val-
ues overlapped. By responding this way, 
I hope I preserved my ability to provide a 
good example to him in other areas of life 
should an opportunity arise. 

Because a direct approach can so eas-
ily alienate people, an indirect method is 
sometimes considered to be more effective 
at winning people over. Keeping silent on 
the subject and providing a good example 

of abstinence before marriage (and fidel-
ity within it) can speak volumes to those 
around us. By doing this, we gain cred-
ibility as people who actually live virtuous 
lives, not just talk about them while tearing 
others down. 

My wife has mentioned to me that her 
coworkers notice and appreciate this about 
her. They’ve told her she doesn’t behave 
like most of the other Christians they have 
met because she is not hypocritical and 
doesn’t offer unsolicited criticism of their 
moral (or immoral) choices. 

Of course, if we’re asked directly about 
our beliefs, we should be ready to give a 
straightforward answer. Still, we must be 
careful not to come across as arrogant and 
opinionated. Using “I” statements is a way 
to avoid coming across that way. 

If someone asks us what we think 
about living a sexually promiscuous life-
style, we can say something like, “I know 
I might sound old-fashioned, but I believe 
God created sex to be something private 
between a husband and wife. I also believe 
individuals and families benefit greatly 
when God’s laws regarding sexual purity 
are kept.” 

This way, we have explained our firm 
belief in God’s moral standards without 
directly criticizing those who oppose 
them. 

Homosexuality 
Homosexuality is a sin that gets a lot of 

attention these days due to its role in the 
culture war. The push to normalize same-
sex relationships is growing stronger every 
day, and has put proponents of traditional 
morality on the defensive. 

In the Church, it might even seem natu-
ral at times to look at this sin as greater than 
all other sins. After all, homosexuality is 
described as an abomination to God in 
Leviticus 18:22. But there are many other 
abominations mentioned elsewhere, such 

as eating unclean meats, idolatry, human 
sacrifice, sorcery, dishonest business prac-
tices, pride, murder, conspiracy, lying and 
adultery. 

And James 2:10 makes it clear that any 
violation of God’s laws makes us sinners. 
God is no “respecter of persons” (Acts 
10:34). He will eventually call everyone, 
but for now He expects His firstfruits to 
treat all people with respect as they preach 
the gospel.

One problem in communicating about 
homosexuality is the popular view that 
sexual orientation is an irrelevant factor 
when evaluating a person’s character. 

Some find it particularly difficult to 
understand why Christians would make 
such an issue out of sexual orientation, 
since many homosexuals are not doing 
anything that would be considered directly 
harmful to their neighbors such as com-
mitting violent crime, stealing or selling 
drugs. In their minds they are simply try-
ing to treat others the way they would want 
to be treated, regardless of their sexual ori-
entation.

It is important for us to be aware of this 
perception and model Christ’s method of 
interacting with the sinners of His day. He 
sat down to eat with them and even defend-
ed them against the Jewish orthodoxy by 
emphasizing that He “did not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” 
(Mark 2:17). Indeed, we should remem-
ber that while we were still sinners, Christ 
gave His life for us (Romans 5:8). 

This does not mean that we should 
compromise our standards or stop preach-
ing the true gospel. But when it comes 
to dealing personally with those who 
maintain sinful lifestyles, we need to use 
wisdom when modeling and explaining 
God’s way of life—a way that everyone 
will one day learn to live.  UN

Sean Yarbrough attends the Tampa, 
Florida, congregation.

by Karen Meeker

There was a welcome lull between 
storms, and the congregations throughout 
all Judea enjoyed a sense of peace. Unlike 
the incessant waves frothing and crashing 
against the rocky harbor of Joppa, Saul’s 
fomentation against those who were of 
“the Way” in Jerusalem had been calmed 
by a miracle. 

When word of Paul’s conversion 
spread, those who had fled for their lives 
reacted first with fear and disbelief, and 
then pure relief. It was the mid-30s, several 
years after Christ’s resurrection, and “the 
churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, 
and Samaria had peace and were edified. 
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in 
the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were 
multiplied” (Acts 9:31).

Joppa found itself home to some of 
the believers. The port city for Jerusalem 
already had a certain history connected 

with it—as a part of the territory assigned to 
Dan, as the delivery port for wood floated 
down from Lebanon for Solomon’s palace 
and temple (2 Chronicles 2:16) and as the 
ancient seaport from which Jonah began 
his effort to run from God’s direction 
for his life (Jonah 1:3). Even pirates had 
roamed its waters from time to time. But 
nothing could compare with the events 
about to unfold.

To the eye of a casual observer, Joppa 
probably looked and functioned like any 
other city of its size. But within its hustle 
and bustle, a disciple named Tabitha (Dor-
cas in the Greek) was earning a reputation 
for doing good works and charitable deeds. 
She might have been a philanthropist who 
supported local widows out of her own 
resources; or she may have belonged to 
a community of widows that was active 
within the Church at Joppa. 

Whichever the case, the Scriptures 
record that she made tunics and garments 

for the poor. She probably spun her own 
yarn or thread on a distaff, then wove it into 
cloth. (A typical loom of her day produced 
cloth about three feet wide, and it took two 
widths joined side by side to get enough 
for a garment.) Finally she would have 
turned the cloth into clothing. Countless 
hours were invested in her gifts of love.

Then, “it happened in those days that 
she became sick and died” (Acts 9:37). 
By local custom, sounds of lamentation 
announced her death: the shrill cry, fol-
lowed by weeping and wailing of profes-
sional mourners. Her body, washed and 
rubbed with oil or sprinkled with perfume, 
was prepared for burial within 24 hours. 

Normally she would have been 
wrapped with special grave clothes made 
of long strips of linen, but the book of Acts 
only records that she was laid in an upper 
room. Quickly her friends devised a plan.

The disciples in Joppa knew that Peter 
was in nearby Lydda, some 10 miles away. 

And they knew of the miracles that often 
accompanied his preaching wherever he 
went. Messengers were sent to inform the 
apostle of Tabitha’s death and to implore 
him to come quickly to Joppa. 

Arriving a few hours later, Peter was 
greeted by grief-stricken widows who 
had lost their beloved benefactor. Clear-
ing the room where she lay, Peter prayed 
and said, “Tabitha, arise.” Tabitha opened 
her eyes. Her life had been restored! Word 
of the miracle quickly spread, and “many 
believed in the Lord.” 

Peter remained in Joppa for a time and 
yet another miracle occurred—the vision 
that led to the opening of salvation to the 
gentiles. And though the Church contin-
ued to grow, rumblings of discontent and 
fears of sedition began to trouble the land. 
Jewish unrest grew under the tightening 
control of the Romans, making confron-
tations inevitable and frequent. 

Military forces moved down the coast 

of Palestine, burning and destroying cit-
ies as they went. In the fall of A.D. 66, an 
army was ordered to take the walled city of 
Joppa by surprise and keep it, if possible. 
Meeting with no resistance, Josephus 
records that “soldiers fell on them, and 
slew them all, with their families [some 
8,400 residents by his account], and then 
plundered and burned the city” (Wars of 
the Jews, Book 2, Ch. 18, 10). 

And so the place that had witnessed the 
mighty works of God a few decades ear-
lier was no more. 

The Bible is silent as to the fate of 
Tabitha and the rest of the believers in 
Joppa. But it continues to bear witness, to 
any who might care to read, of the miracu-
lous power of God and of a woman who 
ministered, not with words, but with chari-
table deeds.  UN

Karen Meeker is the wife of elder 
George Meeker and attends the St. Louis, 
Missouri, congregation.

A Woman, a City and God’s Miracles
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■ This chart clearly demonstrates that 
the Ten Commandments continue to be 
valid in the New Testament era.
by Mario Seiglie

We often hear that “the law has been done away” or 
“Christians don’t have to keep the law now that they are 
under grace.” Yet Jesus Christ clearly said in Matthew 
5:17, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the 
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”

In fact, a prophecy about Jesus Christ says He would 
“exalt the law and make it honorable” (Isaiah 42:21).

One of the best ways to show that God’s command-
ments throughout the Bible have never been interrupted 
or abolished is to go through the entire Bible, tracing each 
one of the commandments from beginning to end. 

One important point, though, is to recognize there were 
within God’s law some temporary rituals and ceremonial 
laws that were binding until Christ became our sacri-
fice. These rituals and ceremonial laws are explained in 
Hebrews 9:9-10 and 13-14:

“It was symbolic for the present time in which both 
gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make him 
who performed the service perfect in regard to the con-
science—concerned only with foods and drinks, various 
washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time 
of reformation… For if the blood of bulls and goats…
sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ…cleanse your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?” 

Besides these rituals (and some civil Israelite laws), the 
rest of God’s laws are spiritual in nature and still binding. 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words, and 
by drawing up a chart with these laws, it’s easy to see 
how they continue to be applied throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. This chart can serve as a shield of faith 
against those accusations that the Ten Commandments 
and their derivative precepts are no longer binding in the 
New Testament. 

For more about the law of God, see our free booklets 
The Ten Commandments and the new booklet The New 
Covenant: Does It Abolish God’s Law?  UN

The Ten Commandments Throughout the Bible

5.	PARENTS
Gen. 5:1 God Father
Gen. 25:11 Isaac
Ex. 20:12 Honor
Ex. 21:15 Not smite
Ex. 21:17 Not curse
Lev. 19:3, 32 Honor
Lev. 20:9 Not curse
Deut. 27:16 Respect
Ps. 78:5 Teachers
Prov. 1:8 Instructions
Prov. 4:1 Obey
Prov. 13:1 Listen to
Prov. 20:20 Not curse
Prov. 28:24 Not rob
Prov. 30:11 Not curse
Prov. 30:17 Not mock
Ezek. 18:14 Sins of
Mal. 1:6 Honor
Mal. 2:5 Honor
Mal. 4:6 Heart
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 10:37 God first
Matt. 15:3-6 Support
Matt. 19:19 Honor
Luke 2:51 Jesus’ example
Eph. 6:1 5th Commandment
Col. 3:20 Obey
1 Tim. 3:4 Obey
1 Tim. 5:4 Repay
1 Tim. 5:8 Provide
2 Tim 3:2 Don’t disobey 
Titus 1:6 Obedient
1 John 2:13 Obey

6.	NO	MURDER
Gen. 4:8 Cain kills
Gen. 6:11 Violence
Ex. 2:12 Moses kills
Ex. 20:13 Not murder
Ex. 21:12 Penalty
Ex. 22:3 Bloodshed
Ex. 23:7 Innocent
Ex. 23:20-23 Angel will
Lev. 19:17 Not hate
Lev. 24:17 Not kill
Num. 35:29-34 Murder
Deut. 19 Refuge city
2 Sam. 11 Uriah
Ps. 5:6 God hates
Ps. 10:8 Murder
Ps. 94:6 Murder
Prov. 24:17 Love
Jer. 4:31 Murderers
Jer. 7:9 Murder
Hosea 6:9 Murder 
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 5:44 Love enemies
Matt. 16:25 Give life
Matt. 18 Forgive
Matt. 19:18 Not murder
Luke 10:29-34 Samaritan
John 8:44 Satan murderer
Rom. 12:17-21 Love enemies
Rom. 13:9 Not murder
Gal. 5:21 Not murder 
1 John 3:11-15 Not murder
Rev. 13:10 Not murder
Rev. 21:8 Not murder

7.	NO	ADULTERY
Gen. 19:5 Sodom’s sin
Gen. 34:2 Shechem
Ex. 20:14 Banned
Ex. 22:16 No fornication
Ex. 22:19 Not beasts
Lev. 18:6 No incest
Lev. 19:20-29 Concubine
Lev. 20:10 Death penalty
Num. 5:11-31 Adultery test
Deut. 22:5 Transvestite 
Deut. 22:13-30 Chastity
Deut. 24:1-4 Divorce law
Deut. 25:5 Widow marry
Deut. 27:20 No incest
Judg. 19 No rape
1 Sam. 2:22 Sons of Eli
2 Sam. 11 David’s sin
2 Sam 13 Rape of Tamar 
Prov. 2:16 Adulteress
Jer. 3 Divorces Israel
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 5:27-28 Thoughts
Matt. 19:3-8 Divorce
Matt. 19:9 Banned
John 8:3-11 Woman adultery
Rom. 7:3 No adultery
Rom. 13:9 No adultery
1 Cor. 5:1 Fornication
1 Cor. 6:18 Flee fornication
1 Cor. 7 Marriages 
2 Cor. 6:14 Unequal yoke
Eph. 5:21-33 Marriage
Rev. 21:8 No adultery

8.	NO	STEALING	
Gen. 31:19 Rachel steals
Gen. 44:8 Brothers
Ex. 20:15 Banned
Ex. 22:1-2 Banned
Ex. 22:21 Strangers
Ex. 22:29 Firstfruits
Lev. 19:9 Sheaves poor 
Lev. 27:30 Tithe to God
Num. 5:5-7 Restitution
Deut. 14:22-26 Feast tithe
Deut. 22:6 Environment
Deut. 23:24 Gleaning poor
Deut. 24:7 Kidnapping
Deut. 26:12 Tithe for poor
Judg. 9:25 Robbers
Job 12:6  Robbers
Prov. 3:9-10 Tithes
Hosea 4:2 Thief
Amos 4:4 Tithes
Mal. 3:8 Rob God
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 6:19 Thieves
Matt. 15:19 Thefts
Matt. 19:18 Banned
Matt. 23:14 Widow’s houses
Mark 11:17 Money changers
Luke 11:41 Offerings
John 12:6 Judas
John 18:40 Barrabas
Rom. 13:9 Not steal
Eph. 4:28 Not steal
1 Pet. 4:15 Not a thief
Rev. 9:21 Not robbery

9.	NO	LYING
Gen. 3:4 Serpent lies
Gen. 18:15 Sarah
Ex. 20:16 Banned
Ex. 23:1-2 No lies
Ex. 23:7 No evil report
Lev. 19:11-16 No evil report
Deut. 19:15 No false witness
Deut. 27:19 Curse
Josh. 9:20 Vow
Judg. 11:30 Jephthah
Judg. 16 Samson and Delilah
1 Sam. 1 Hannah’s vow
1 Sam. 14 Saul’s vow
1 Sam. 20 Jonathan’s
1 Kings 13:18 Lying prophet
Neh. 10:29 Oath
Job 31:5 No lies
Ps. 12, 15 No liars
Prov. 6:1-5 Advice on pledges
Eccl. 5:1-7 Oaths
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 5:33 Not swear
Matt. 19:18 Banned
Matt. 23:16-22 No oaths
Acts 5:4 Ananias
Acts 21:23 Vow and Paul
Rom. 13:9 No false witness
Eph. 4:25 Not lie
Col. 3:9 Not lie
Titus 1:2 God can’t lie
James 3:1-18 Tongue
James 5:12 No oaths
Rev. 21:15 Don’t love lies

10.	NO	LUSTING
Gen. 3:6 Eve lusts
Gen. 34:29 Plunder
Ex. 20:17 Banned
Ex. 22:9 Neighbor’s things
Ex. 23:8 No bribes
Lev. 19:35 Fairness
Deut. 22:1, 4 Cattle
Deut. 23:19 Interest
Deut. 24:10 Loans
Deut. 24:17 Poor
Deut. 25:13 Weights
Deut. 27:17 Property
Josh. 7:1-25 Achan sin 
1 Sam. 8:3 Samuel’s sons
Job 31 Job free of
Ps. 49 Fate of greedy
Prov. 1:19 No avarice
Prov. 11:24 Generous
Prov. 30:8-9 No covet
Eccl. 5:10 No covet
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 6:19-34 Money, priorities
Matt. 7:12 Golden rule
Matt. 19:21 Rich man
Luke 12:13 Rich problems
Luke 16:19-31 No covet
Luke 19:11-27 Heavenly riches
Luke 21:1 No avarice
Acts 8:18-21 Simon Magus
Acts 20:35 Giving
Rom. 13:9 No covet
Col. 3:5 No covet
Heb. 13:5 No covet

God	Is	Love	(1	John	4:8)
Ten	Commandments	(Law	Is	Spiritual,	Romans	7:14)

Love	Toward	God	(Matthew	22:37)	Commandments	1-4

Love	Toward	Neighbor	(Matthew	22:39)	Commandments	5-10

1.	GOD
Gen. 5:24 Enoch
Gen. 6:9 Noah
Gen. 26:5 Abraham
Ex. 20:3 True God
Ex. 22:18 Sorcery
Ex. 22:20 No other
Ex. 23:33 No other
Ex. 34:14 Jealous
Lev. 19:2 Holy
Lev. 20:2 No false 
Deut. 6:5 Love
Deut. 6:7 Teach
Josh. 23:8 God only
Josh. 24:14 Way
Judg. 2 Apostasy
1 Kings 11 Solomon’s ”
1 Kings 15 Abijam’s ”
Ps. 14; 53 Atheist
Dan. 3 Shadrach 
Dan. 6 Daniel/lion
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 4:4 Only God
Matt. 6:1-18 How to
Luke 10:27 Love
Luke 14:26 Put first
Luke 17:11-19 Thank
Luke 18:1-8 Prayer
Acts 5:29 Obey first
Acts 24:14 Paul
1 John 4:8 Is love
1 John 5:3 Keep law
Rev. 12:11 Die for
Rev. 14:12 Laws

2.	NO	IMAGES
Gen. 11 Babel
Gen. 31:19 Idols
Ex. 20:4-6 Idols
Ex. 32:8 Calf
Ex. 34:17 None
Ex. 35 Tabernacle
Lev. 1:10 Sacrifice
Lev. 19:4 Idols
Lev. 26:1 Idols
Deut. 5:8-10 Images
Deut. 7:5 Images
Deut. 12:2-4 Idols
Deut. 16:21-22 Images
Deut. 18:9-12 False
Deut. 27:15 False
Josh. 8:31 Altar
Josh. 23:7 Idols
1 Sam. 15:23 Idolatry
1 Kings 12:28-33 Idols
Ezek. 8 Idols
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 7:15 False
Matt. 15:8-9 Vain
Matt. 21:12 Pure
John 4:22 Worship
Acts 15:20 Idols
Acts 17:22 Idols
Acts 19:23-29 Idols
Rom. 1:18-23 Idols
1 Cor. 6:9 Idols
1 Cor. 10:14 Idols
Gal. 5:20 Idols
Rev. 2:14 Idols

3.	NAME
Gen. 4:26 Use of
Gen. 12:8 Abram
Ex. 20:7 Is holy
Lev. 18:21 Honor
Lev. 19:12 Oaths
Lev. 24:10-16 Penalty
Lev. 27 Oaths
Num. 30 Oaths
Deut. 23:21 Oaths
1 Sam. 3:13-14 Eli’s
Ps. 73:9 Against
Ps. 74:18 Blaspheme
Ps. 139:20 In vain
Prov. 30:8 Profane
Isa. 8:21 Curses
Isa. 52:5 Blaspheme
Isa. 65:7 Blaspheme
Ezek. 20:27 Blaspheme
Zech. 5:4 Swears falsely
Mal. 1:6 Despise
NEW TESTAMENT
Matt. 15:19 Blaspheme
Matt. 23:9 Father
Luke 12:8-10 Holy Spirit
John 1:18 Revealed
John 12:28 Glorify
Rom. 2:24 Blaspheme
Eph. 3:14 Honor
Col. 3:8 Blaspheme
1 Tim. 1:13 Blaspheme
Jude 1:8-12 Blaspheme
Rev. 3:8 Not denied
Rev. 16:9 Blaspheme

4.	SABBATH
Gen. 1:14 Sign
Gen. 2:3 Origin
Ex. 16:4, 23 Test
Ex. 20:8-11 4th Commandment
Ex. 23:10-11 Land
Ex. 31:17 Sign
Ex. 34:18-23 Feasts
Lev. 19:3 Keep 
Lev. 23 Feasts
Lev. 25 Land 
Lev. 26:2 Obey
Num. 9 Second Passover
Num. 15:32-36 Breaker
Deut. 14:22-26 Feasts
Deut. 16 Feasts
Josh. 5:10 Passover
2 Kings 23:21-23 Passover
Ezra 3:4 Tabernacles
Isa. 58:13-14 Sabbath
Ezek. 20:12 Sabbath
NEW TESTAMENT
Mark 2:27-28 Lord of
Luke 4:16 Jesus
Luke 13:10 Jesus
Luke 14:1-6 Jesus
Luke 23:56 Rested
Acts 2:1 Pentecost
Acts 13:42 Kept
Acts 15:21 Kept
Acts 20:6 Unleavened Bread
1 Cor. 5:6-8 Passover
1 Cor. 11:20-34 Passover
Heb. 4:9 Remains
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■ What would it have 
been like to listen to Paul’s 
powerful speech to the 
intelligentsia of his day?
by Dave Johnson

Suppose you were able to climb into 
a time machine and go back in time to 
hear some of the famous speeches of 
history. Where would you go and what 
would you listen to?

How about Berlin in 1963? U.S. 
President John F. Kennedy delivered his 
famous “Ich bin ein Berliner” message 
showing his solidarity with the citizens 
of a divided and beleaguered Berlin on 
June 26 that year. 

What if we could take the time 
machine to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
on Nov. 19, 1863? One of the most sig-
nificant battles of a terrible civil war had 
been fought in this small town only four 
months earlier. 

President Abraham Lincoln wanted 
to honor the dead, and to promise that 
they hadn’t died in vain—that a greater 
cause was being accomplished. The 
resulting message became known as the 
Gettysburg Address. In spite of its very 
short length, it is remembered as one of 
the most moving speeches in history.

These great messages from his-
tory, together with most of the others 
that might come to mind, have this in 
common: They are tied to momentous 
events in history, and they speak direct-
ly to the people who can relate to those 
events. 

Let’s take one more trip in the time 
machine, this time to Athens, around 
A.D. 50. The apostle Paul is about to 
give a remarkable message to the citi-
zens and legal minds of Athens.

Setting the Scene
Paul had just been hustled out of 

town in Berea because of continuing 
persecution from some of the Jews at 
Thessalonica. After leaving Berea he 

waited in Athens for Timothy and Silas 
to join him.

Athens at the time was immersed in 
the worship of pagan gods and full of 
idols (Acts 17:16). Petronius, a writer 
in the court of Nero at the time, stated 
somewhat sarcastically that it was 
easier to meet a god in Athens than it 
was to meet a man (Jameson, Fausset 
and Brown, Commentary on the Whole 
Bible, Revised Edition, page 1114). 

Athens was known as a center of 
learning—probably something like 
a top university town of today. Their 
outlook on life is summarized in verse 
21. They wanted to spend all their time 
hearing or telling something new. Rec-
ognizing truth and acting on it appar-
ently wasn’t part of the formula.

The philosophers there viewed Paul 
as a “babbler” or “seed picker,” some-
one who picks up scraps for a living. 
They thought they knew all the gods, 
and they viewed Athens as the center of 
knowledge and understanding. Paul, in 
their minds, was speaking incoherently. 
They equated him with the vagrants 
who depended on scraps and trash to 
supply their needs.

Paul’s Message
Paul was taken to Mars’ hill, known 

as Areopagus in Greek (Acts 17:19). 
Mars’ hill was where a court was con-
vened to look into matters concerning 
religion or morals.

Here, in a city taken over by idol wor-
ship and completely besotted with the 
idea of hearing and telling new things, 
Paul told them something they hadn’t 
heard before. He told them about the 
God of the universe and His Son. Verses 
22 to 31 give us a glimpse into an enor-
mously powerful message, tailored to 
Paul’s audience.

In verse 22, he makes mention of 
an altar erected to the Unknown God. 
There were many of these in Athens. 
The altars to the unknown gods were 
constructed some 600 years before 
Paul’s time. 

There had been a pestilence of some 
kind spreading throughout the city, and 
it was decided to sacrifice a herd of black 
and white goats in order to appease the 
gods, and hopefully end the plague on 
the city. The herd of goats was let loose 
from Mars’ hill, and wherever an ani-
mal lay down, it was sacrificed to the 
god whose altar was closest to the spot. 
If no altar was nearby, a new one was 
erected to the “unknown god” (William 
Barclay, The Acts of the Apostles, page 
143). Paul apparently passed one of 
these altars on the way to Mars’ hill.

Paul goes on to tell them that the real 
God was, in fact, unknown to the Athe-
nians (verse 23). He told them the mar-
velous story of how the real God created 
everything, and then sent His Son to the 
world to proclaim His message.

In verse 29, Paul challenges them to 
think about things—how could a god of 
gold or silver or stone, created by the 
Athenians, have actually created man-
kind? He told them of the coming of 
Jesus Christ and the hope of the resur-
rection.

Given the times and the audience, 
Paul’s message should have been tre-
mendously moving. From the Athe-
nians, steeped in idol worship and the 
love of debate, he got very little reac-
tion. Verse 34 mentions just a few who 
believed. The rest either scoffed or 
invited Paul back for more academic 
debate at some future time. 

Compare this with the reaction Paul 
received in Iconium (Acts 14:1) or 
Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-4). While there 
was persecution, there were also multi-
tudes who believed, and churches were 
established. Even the apostle Paul, with 
a message as powerful and pertinent as 
the one he brought, received very little 
response from the hard-hearted and 
unbelieving people of Athens.

Christ Himself received a similar 
reaction from His hometown acquain-
tances in Nazareth. Notice Matthew 
13:53-58. After teaching at the syna-
gogue, He received only unbelief from 

those who knew Him as a child. He also 
moved on, and did few mighty works 
there because of their unbelief.

What About Us?
Hearing God’s Word with an open 

heart and mind is a responsibility we 
have today. Unbelief and hard-hearted 
hearing isn’t limited to Athenians or 
people from Nazareth.

Christ warned of the dangers of an 
unreceptive heart and mind when He 
gave the parable of the sower in Mat-
thew 13. We may tend to think of this 
parable in terms of those who are new 
to the Word of God, but we have an 
ongoing responsibility to receive God’s 
message with an open heart and a will-
ingness to make changes in our lives.

In verse 4 of Matthew 13, we learn 
about seed falling by the wayside. The 
wayside was generally a strip of land 
that could be used by the public to pass 
between fields. The constant foot traf-
fic on the wayside meant it was packed 
down and hardened.

In verse 5, we’re told about seed 
falling on stony ground. According to 
William Barclay’s Daily Study Bible 
series for the book of Matthew, the land 
in Palestine didn’t tend to be land filled 
with stones, but rather it was land with 
a thin layer of topsoil covering a sheet 
of limestone. When viewed from this 
perspective, it becomes more apparent 
why the seed falling on stony ground is 
rootless (verses 5 and 6).

Then, in verse 7, we’re told about 
the seed falling into ground with many 
thorns, which spring up and choke out 
any growth.

The interpretation of the parable is 
found in verses 18 through 23, with the 
seed shown to be the gospel message 
of the Kingdom of God, and the soil 
representing those of us who hear the 
message.

Hardened hearts and minds (verse 19) 
aren’t a unique problem for those hear-
ing the message for the first time. Any 
of us who neglect our spiritual growth 

can certainly become hardened by the 
world around us. Shallow spiritual roots 
(verses 19 and 20) only become appar-
ent when hard times come. 

Good times and trials can often come 
in cycles for all of us. We will experi-
ence those times when things seem 
to go well, maybe for many years at a 
time. If we haven’t sought God with an 
open heart and mind and a willingness 
to look at ourselves in the mirror and 
make changes (i.e., develop spiritual 
roots), the hard times of persecution and 
trial will destroy us spiritually.

Finally, the thorny ground is shown 
to represent the cares of this world and 
the deceitfulness of riches (verse 22). 
Which situation are we most susceptible 
to, by and large, in our affluent Western 
nations? We don’t experience the hard-
ships and physical persecution faced by 
our spiritual forefathers in Christ’s day, 
many of whom were martyred for hold-
ing fast to their beliefs. 

Today we enjoy a wealth and rela-
tive ease of life not known in the past. 
Thorny ground is certainly a possible 
danger for all of us. Maintaining fertile 
soil, spiritually speaking, is likewise a 
responsibility for all of us.

A Call to Action
Paul finished his message on Mars’ 

hill by telling the Athenians that the 
time of ignorance is past, and that God 
calls on mankind to repent. He admon-
ished them by telling them that a time 
of judgment is coming. The ultimate 
judge, he told them, was not the court 
convening on Mars’ hill, but rather the 
risen Son of God.

Paul spoke to the Athenians just a few 
years after the first coming of Christ. 
We surely are living through a period 
of time close to the second coming of 
Christ. Paul’s message to the people on 
Mars’ hill is every bit as timely and pro-
found a message today as it was nearly 
2,000 years ago.  UN

Dave Johnson is a deacon attending 
the Fort Worth, Texas, congregation.

A Message From Mars’ Hill

Ragged Edges
■ In our relationships we 
too often use force rather 
than finesse. The results are 
pain and jagged scars.
by Robert Berendt

The value of a sharp knife or good 
pair of scissors is that they can make a 
clean cut. Surgeons seek the sharpest of 
scalpels so they can do the best possible 
job in surgery. 

Ragged edges are the result of ripping 
and tearing something with brute strength. 
In our lives, we have experiences that 
require a scalpel when all we have is a 
dull machete or our bare hands. Ragged 
edges, pain and scars are the result. 

Ripped Relationships
There are some areas in life that rarely 

exhibit clean cuts. One of the most dev-
astating areas that I have been witness to 
is in divorce cases and especially when 
children are involved. All involved 
experience rips and tears.

Another area that seems constantly 
ready for ripping and tearing is in the 
settlement of estates. It is often disheart-
ening to see the acrimony and violent 
anger that is unleashed when someone 
feels he or she has been left out or did 
not get his or her proper share. 

There are many other situations that 
we get ourselves into that cannot leave 
us or the ones around us with clean 
cuts. 

Sexual immorality, such as fornica-
tion or adultery, creates much residual 
pain. Of course, if such a person truly 
repents and changes his or her ways, 
God is ready and willing to forgive. 

But even with full forgiveness from 

God, the tearing action upon one’s life 
will leave huge scars and often deep, 
inner thought patterns that can cause pain 
for the rest of our lives and in the lives of 
others—often those we love the most.  

Needed Wounds
There are also needed wounds, such 

as from a friend. These may tear a little, 
but a friend tries not to rip and leave a 
scar. These wounds originate in love and 
care (Proverbs 27:6). 

Preventing Ragged Edges
All of us have hurt other humans, and 

perhaps we have left ragged, jagged 
edges in their lives. We may not be able 
to undo what we have done or cause the 
scars to vanish, but we can begin to learn 
not to afflict others in the same way. 

There are many admonitions that we 
can apply to our way of thinking and 

our character. Determination to obey 
God and to do better is what we all need. 
The book of Proverbs tells us to guard 
our tongue (Proverbs 21:23) and to not 
meddle in quarrels that are not our own 
(Proverbs 26:17). It gives a whole host 
of other sound advice on how to conduct 
ourselves and how to teach ourselves to 
think. 

We are able to ease the degree of scar 
tissue another carries. Even the wounds 
we have inflicted can be eased a little by 
our improved conduct. We can learn to 
use a scalpel rather than a machete. 

Isaiah 61:1-3 tells of Christ’s mission 
to heal the brokenhearted and comfort all 
who mourn. We can follow His example 
and change our patterns of behavior and 
become deeply concerned about our 
“brothers and sisters” with whom we 
share this earth. We can become like a 
soothing and healing balm or ointment 

to those about us and to those we may 
have hurt—or who have been hurt by 
others. 

God built a great resilience into 
humans. We are able to continue on 
with our hurts and pains. In time, scars 
tend to fade and almost disappear. Some 
may have to wait until God’s Kingdom 
rules this earth—but for now, each one 
of us can be a comforter and helper to 
one another. 

Be gentle with one another and seek 
the fruit of God’s Holy Spirit within 
yourself (Galatians 5:22-23). Not only 
will we stop ripping people apart, we 
will also learn to be skillful with our 
words and conduct. We will be pleas-
ing to our Lord and Master—the soon-
coming King.  UN

Robert Berendt is a member of the 
Council of Elders and pastor of Edmonton, 
Alberta, and three other congregations.



10     UnitedNews  June 2007 United Church of God, an International Association

■ God will once again 
rescue Israel—with even 
mightier miracles this time!
by Tim Groves

When God sent Moses to lead Israel 
out of Egypt, He said, “…I will bring 
you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians, I will rescue you from their 
bondage, and I will redeem you with 
an outstretched arm and with great 
judgments” (Exodus 6:6).

Yes, the wonders and miracles of 
that first exodus are recorded for us. 
But God says there will be another 
exodus, and that exodus will pale the 
first one into insignificance (Jeremiah 
16:14-15)! How will this happen, and 
how might we be involved in this 
coming event?

From Prosperity to 
Captivity

Before we look at this actual exo-
dus, it’s important to know what God 
will be rescuing His people from!

Because of Israel’s continual dis-
obedience, God will bring sevenfold 
punishment upon them (Leviticus 
26:18, 24, 28). Hundreds of scrip-
tures detail this coming punishment, 
which no people in history have ever 
had to endure (Ezekiel 5:9; Matthew 
24:21). 

God says that He will first bring 
famine and pestilence and then mili-
tary defeat to Israel (Ezekiel 5:12). 
Together, this will kill two thirds of 
Israel. God says what food is left 

will be taken by the invading armies, 
and the Israelites will resort to can-
nibalism for survival (Deuteronomy 
28:49-53; Ezekiel 5:10).

Being overthrown and occupied, the 
remaining third of Israel will be scat-
tered and taken into captivity. Many 
will be deported overseas as slaves 
in labor camps (Deuteronomy 28:68; 
Jeremiah 30:8; Revelation 18:11-13). 
At this time God says He will have no 
pity (Ezekiel 5:11; 7:5-9).

The oppression of the Beast power 
will be unimaginable. Satan is lead-
ing the Beast power, and he wants 
to destroy God’s holy seed. Millions 
more Israelites will die in captivity, 
leaving only a tenth left at Christ’s 
return (Amos 5:1-3; Isaiah 6:11-13). 
Of the approximately half a billion 
Israelite descendants today, some 450 
million will die!

This catastrophic time is referred to as 
“Jacob’s trouble” (Jeremiah 30:5-8).

Israel Will Remember God 
in Captivity

God says that the few Israelites who 
are left will remember what He said, 
and know that He warned them about 
this coming punishment (Ezekiel 6:8-
10). They will have been warned by 
the gospel being preached before the 
Tribulation and will be reminded by 
the messages of God’s two witnesses 
during the Tribulation.

Israel will have gone from world 
leaders to beleaguered captives. The 
world will be astonished at what has 
happened to Israel (Deuteronomy 
28:37; Ezekiel 5:14-15). 

God makes powerful comparisons 
to the total fear Israel will be expe-
riencing at this time (Deuteronomy 
28:66-67; Ezekiel 7:17-18). He says 
they will be “trembling like a bird,” 
and the sound of shaking leaves will 
terrify them (Hosea 11:11; Leviticus 
26:36). Yes, Israel will believe they 
have no hope and will be at the end of 
their rope (Isaiah 49:14).

The Great Rescue Begins
The last trumpet sounds, and Christ 

returns as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords! The armies that fight against 
Christ are quickly destroyed. The rem-
nant of Israel sees Christ’s return, and 
their captors are defeated. But they are 
still scared, maybe even more! What 
will happen now?

Concerning this remnant of perhaps 
50 million, God says, “I will bring 
them back, because I have mercy on 
them. They shall be as though I had 
not cast them aside…I will whistle 
for them and gather them, for I will 
redeem them; and they shall increase 
as they once increased” (Zechariah 
10:6-8). 

This is not like the first exodus, 
where all of Israel was in Egypt. Now 
Israel is scattered around the globe 
(Isaiah 11:11-12). Yet every Israelite 
who is alive at this time will be res-
cued (Amos 9:9). God will use mighty 
miracles to gather them.

Israel to See Miracles Again
One of the first things God will do is 

make paths for His people to return. As 
it was for ancient Israel, the Red Sea 

will again be parted, and they will walk 
across on dry ground. The Euphra-
tes River will also be divided (Isaiah 
11:15; 43:16; Zechariah 10:11).

The Bible also describes a large 
highway for Israel’s return (Isaiah 
11:16; 35:8-10; 43:19). The remnant 
of Israel will be returning to Jerusalem 
from the north and the south, and a path 
will be provided. Whatever obstacles 
are in the way, God will miraculously 
remove them (Isaiah 40:3-5).

God will also bring physical healing 
(Isaiah 35:3-6; Jeremiah 33:6-7). And 
God will bring spiritual healing and 
open their minds to the truth.

The Greatest Miracle of 
the Second Exodus

By far this spiritual healing is the 
greatest miracle of all. Before Israel 
returns to Jerusalem, God will again 
offer great and wonderful promises 
to them (Ezekiel 20:33-36). With this 
New Covenant God will now offer 

salvation and His Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 
11:19-20; 36:24-28).

When God begins bringing His peo-
ple back from captivity, they will be 
a humbled people. They will be over-
whelmed with emotion and be eager to 
return to God (Jeremiah 31:7-9; 50:4-
5). With real repentance, individuals 
will begin receiving God’s Spirit. And 
unlike their ancestors, they will have 
the heart and desire to obey God. 

Israel will again grow from a small 
handful to an innumerable multitude 
(Hosea 1:10). And they will finally 
become the model nation God wants 
them to be.

Our Part in This Coming 
Exodus

With some 50 million Israelites 
scattered all around the world, perhaps 
some of us will be involved in leading 
them back to Jerusalem.

God says He will send shepherds 
to this remnant, to feed them and take 
care of them (Jeremiah 23:3-4). As a 
spiritual priesthood, we may be with 
them on their journey back home. Yes, 
you and I could be able to reach down, 
wipe away their tears and calm their 
trembling hearts. To these people we 
might say, “This is the way, walk in 
it” (Isaiah 30:21).

Yes, God has offered us the privi-
lege to be part of the incredible res-
toration of Israel. It begins with this 
awe-inspiring second exodus and ends 
with them finally being born into the 
Kingdom of God!  UN

Tim Groves is a member in the Jef-
ferson, Georgia, congregation.

The Coming Second Exodus

■ Are many or most of your 
friends married with children, 
and you wish you could also 
connect with that “someone 
special,” but it just hasn’t 
happened?
by Susan Blumel-Berg

Ever find yourself wondering how 
you can better “deal” with being single 
as a Christian? It has been good for me 
to think back and remember these times 
again—after all, it was most of my life!

Your feelings as a single are normal, 
and there are no easy answers since God 
created us with a natural desire for a mate. 
I think what helped me most was remem-
bering that God loves me, and consciously 
appreciating the many ways He shows that 
love—often through our friends, sermons, 
etc. He promised to work with us and be 
with us. (Satan would prefer that we forget 
these things, and focus instead on feeling 
neglected, rejected, discouraged, etc.)

Life is a short span of time in relative 
terms, and during this time we are not 
promised a mate, children, expensive 
homes, etc. We can be miserable, or we 
can learn to be content “in whatever state” 
we find ourselves (Philippians 4:11). 

So, here’s my “sur-thrival” guide for 
making the best of the single years—“to 
survive and thrive” as a single, however 
long this time may be…

1.	Dream	dreams! Dream wonderful 
dreams, set realistic and meaningful goals 
for yourself and live life with gusto! For 
a while, in my 20s, I had many dreams 
that hinged on being married first. For 
instance, I dreamed of going to Hawaii for 
my honeymoon, not as a single. 

Then one day it hit me that I might nev-
er marry. Did I really want to miss seeing 
Hawaii because of that? If going to Hawaii 
really was an important and good dream, 
I should work to make that dream come 
true, whether single or married. A few 
years later, I did go to Hawaii as a single, 
and then I went a second time as well—it 
was really fun and quite an adventure!

2.	Fight	the	negatives. Hebrews 13:5 
says, “Let your conduct be without cov-
etousness; be content with such things 
as you have.” Philippians 4:11 states the 
same thing, “For I have learned in what-
ever state I am, to be content.” We cannot 
control all of the experiences of life, but we 
can control our response to them.

3.	Stay	connected	to	God. Talk to Him 
as a Father and a best Friend. Study His 
Word as one who always wants to get to 
know Him in a deeper way, and always 
ask Him for your “needs.” 

One prayer I prayed in despair many 
times was for encouragement. Over the 
years, the answers to various prayers have 
been “no” or “not now.” But all the times 
I prayed for encouragement, God always 
answered that prayer by encouraging me 
in ways that were very surprising, power-
ful and moving. 

Another important prayer is to ask to be 
filled with each of the fruits of God’s Spirit, 
and to grow in these fruits (Galatians 5:22-
23). We should reflect and glorify Him in 
our daily lives, our appearance, how we 
keep our home, what we eat, etc.

4.	Seek	to	grow	in	other	ways	too.	Be 
motivated to learn new things at work and 
to get better at what you do. Proverbs 22:29 
teaches us to excel at our work, so that our 
skills will be in demand. Our work is also 
the means by which we gain the resources 
to achieve some of our dreams. 

Consider also taking an occasional class, 
reading a good book, trying a new recipe 
or attempting things outside one’s com-
fort zone. For example, taking advantage 
of opportunities like going to Ambassador 
Bible Center or serving at United Youth 
Corps projects or Challenger Camps pro-
vides wonderful opportunities for growth 
in many areas of life!

5.	Stay	connected	with	people. Be a 
good friend—keep in touch. Be a good 
listener. Show interest in many different 

types of people, both male and female, 
young and old. Practice encouraging oth-
ers—visit the sick, widows and orphans 
after services and during the week by 
phone, volunteer to help or serve when 
you can, show appreciation for the efforts 
of others on your behalf and develop a 
good sense of humor and positive out-
look.

6.	Friday	 and	 Saturday	 nights? 
Sometimes these were difficult for me. 
What to do? Keep busy. Make the evening 
meal nicer than everyday, and invite breth-
ren to share the evening with you. Or write 
a card or letter to someone who is sick. E-
mail friends to encourage them, and work 
on Bible studies of “special” interest.

7.	Use	wisdom	in	dating. Yes, being 
single is not always fun, but consider also 
that being divorced or in a stressful mar-

riage is not fun either. Use wisdom with 
any serious dating. An unwise choice of a 
mate, or getting married just to be married, 
is not the answer. 

Here’s a beautiful scripture to close on. 
We already looked at the beginning of 
Hebrews 13:5, but look at the next part: 
“He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.’ So we may boldly 
say: ‘The Lord is my helper’” (Hebrews 
13:5-6). 

Remember, God loves you, and you 
have the love and prayers of many in 
God’s Church as well!  UN

Susan Blumel-Berg, Ph.D., CFLE, was 
single until age 50. She is now married to 
Wil Berg, pastor of the Jackson, Wyoming, 
congregation, and teaches online courses 
in “family sciences” for the University of 
Wyoming.

An Open Letter to Singles

Dream wonderful dreams, set realistic and meaningful goals for yourself.

The second exodus will pale the 
first one into insignificance!
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The Power of Our Words
We had just moved into the area, and some-

thing someone said on our first Sabbath there was 
so profound, I’ll never forget it! It was simply a 
compliment about a fellow Church member. 

The statement formulated my entire opinion 
of both individuals (such is the power of first 
impressions on our human minds), but it just goes 
to show how important it is to encourage and edify 
one another—even if the person we are compli-
menting isn’t aware of it (1 Thessalonians 5:11). 

What if it had been a degrading and negative 
comment? It’s pretty clear that we are to really be 
striving to grow in love for one another, making 
sure to speak about one another favorably rather 
than hanging everyone’s dirty laundry out for all 
to see (Proverbs 17:9).

So every once in a while that compliment I heard 
three years ago pops into my mind, and I mentally 
smile, because it’s true: despite our shortcomings 
and faults, love truly covers a multitude of sins (1 
Peter 4:8). What’s more, it’s wonderful to know 
how merciful and loving our Heavenly Father is, 
who doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve (Psalm 
103:10). We should be putting forth the effort to 
follow that supreme example!

Rebekah Leyden
Charlotte, North Carolina, congregation

Singles and Dating
If you’re single, you know that one-on-one dat-

ing in today’s world is fraught with problems. It 
can be costly, not only in time and money but also 
in emotions. After a first date both people have 
to make a heavy decision: Will I date this person 
again? And if the answer is “yes,” then there will 
have to be another such decision after the second 
and third date and thereafter. 

Unless this is the person you want to spend 
your life with—and he or she feels the same 
way—eventually the decision not to date again 
will have to be made. And whether that is after the 
first or 15th date, there will undoubtedly be some 
emotional price to pay for one or both parties. 

There may be feelings of rejection, guilt, 
depression, sadness or many other negatives. If 
the dating has continued for some time before 
one of the parties calls it quits, the emotions are 
consequentially much stronger and the possibility 
of friendship may have been destroyed.

But making the decision to date again isn’t the 
only burden one-on-one dating incurs. Putting a 
man and woman together in a romantic setting 
with wine and candlelight can push them into inti-
macy before they have established even a friend-
ship. In our modern world, kissing and cuddling 
are a natural—if extremely premature—result of 
such romancing. And if there’s been any intimacy 
at all on a date, the rejection that may come later 
will be even harder to take. 

I would like to suggest another way of getting 
to know the opposite sex that carries far less risk 
of loss—emotionally, financially and ego-wise. 

Here is a list of some of the benefits. It provides:
1. A nonromantic setting that promotes friend-

ship first.
2. Little chance of, and no expectation of, inti-

macy.
3. Less expensive occasions, and the monetary 

burden is shared.
4. A chance to get to know someone of the 

opposite sex with no strings attached.
5. No difficult decisions of whether or not you 

will date someone again.
6. No guilty feeling you are “leading someone 

on” because you continue to see him or her.
7. The chance to find out if the relationship is 

going to be “just friends” without hurting any-
one.

8. A chance to get to know someone you might 
never have gone on a one-on-one date with.

9. The opportunity to serve others by introduc-
ing them to your friends of the opposite sex.

10. The chance to stay friends with all those 
you get to know, instead of leaving hurt and 
wounded parties along the way.

There are many more benefits that you will dis-
cover as you enjoy this way of “dating.” And that 
way is to group date. Whether teens or seniors, 
why not postpone dating one-on-one until it is 
obvious from group dating that there is a deep 
friendship developing and real compatibility? 
Group dating is the easy, comfortable and more 
enjoyable way to promote friendship first—which 
is the basis of all enduring relationships. 

I know it works because my husband and I 
were very good friends through group dating long 
before we suspected we could be anything more. 
Try it and see!

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1).

Carol Taylor
Los Angeles, California, congregation

The Lattice of Life
Sometimes we get all caught up in run-

ning here, there and back again, taking care of 
the family, the house, the kids, working in the 
office—you name it. There are times in the midst 
of our busy lives when God gently reminds us of 
His presence and His handiwork. He teaches us 
things through nature.

Recently I was standing in front of a house with 
a latticework porch, and I noticed that there were 
several tulips, one of which had a personality of 
its own. While all of the tulips had been planted in 
front of the latticework porch, this particular one 
had decided to take a distinct path of its own. 

Apparently, when the stem started shooting 
out of the ground, instead of growing up straight 
like the others, this one decided to intertwine its 
stem around one section of the lattice, and then it 
produced its bud and blossomed in all its glorious 
yellow brilliance.  

I stood there spellbound by its beauty, realizing 
that in order to attain its goal, it had taken a slight-
ly different path to maturity, but blossomed just as 
beautifully in the end. Yes, it took the harder path 
to beauty, but it had achieved it nonetheless.

It got me to thinking. There are many times 
when life strikes us hard—where we have to 
work harder to achieve our goals. Life has many 
twists and turns, and we have many decisions to 
make. 

This flower seemed to have a sense of humor. 
It seemed to peek at me as if it were a small child 
holding onto the lattice.

God reminds us through His creation that He’s 
here, seeing our struggles. As long as our hearts 
are with Him, we, too, will be beautiful in His 
eyes. 

Children’s Corner
The Miracles of Jesus

Fill in the blanks below, then unscramble the letters in boxes to 
spell an important reason these miracles were written down.

Jesus turned _ _ _ ❏ _ into wine (John 2:7-9)!
Jesus made _ _ ❏ _ barley loaves and two _ _ _ _ _ fish into 

enough food to feed 5,000 people! And there were 12 ❏ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
of leftovers (John 6:9-14)!

Jesus was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ on the sea (John 6:19)!
Jesus healed a _ ❏ _ _ _ man by 

putting clay on his eyes (John 9:6-7)!
Lazarus had been _ ❏ _ _ four 

days when Jesus told him to come out 
of the tomb—and he did (John 11:39, 
41-44)!

The disciples had been fishing 
all night, but hadn’t caught anything. 
Jesus told them to cast the _ _ _ on 
the _ ❏ _ _ _ side of the boat, and they caught 153 large _ _ _ _. 
But miraculously the net was not _ _ _ _ ❏ _ (John 21:3-6, 11)!

Unscramble the letters in the boxes to spell the word below:
Why did John write down these miracles? That you may

❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ ❏ (Hint: John 20:31).

Turning the Hearts . . . 
How Much Is Your Child Worth?

One chemist computed the chemical content of our bodies and esti-
mated our worth at only about 98 cents. But another scientist figured that 
the atoms in the body would produce 11,400,000 kilowatts of power per 
pound if they could be harnessed. According to this computation, a child 
weighing 50 pounds would be worth $28.5 billion! (Dr. Paul Lee Tan, 
Encyclopedia of 15,000 Illustrations, 1998). Of course, to God, we are 
worth much more than that. He gave His own Son for us!

That’s a lot of worth! Yet sometimes we neglect to value our children 
as much as they need to grow up with confidence and security.

As a child grows up, he or she receives a sense of value from his or her parents. How a child 
feels about himself or herself comes largely from those to whom he or she is around the majority 
of the time.

A son comes home from kindergarten. He proudly shows his parents his handiwork. The parent 
may take the drawing or colored page and praise the young boy for his efforts and proudly display 
the homework on the “fridge.” This gesture will bring a smile to the boy outwardly and, more 
importantly, inwardly.

Take the same situation in another home. A son comes home from kindergarten and proudly 
shows his handiwork to his parents. If the parents merely glance at the child’s work and lay the paper 
aside or, worse yet, throw it in the waste can, one can only imagine the hurt the little boy feels.

Young children receive their sense of worth or value from encounters with parents, teachers, 
relatives and friends. When they are little, they need to be valued by older, caring family members. 
If not, they will usually grow up and lack confidence. They are likely to not feel they are of much 
value. They may also act out in ways to try to surmount their upbringing.

We as parents have a great responsibility to bring our children up in a nurturing way (1 Thessa-
lonians 2:7). It is our positive approach to our children during their early years that will help them 
cope when they are older. 

Compliments can be effective. We need to give appreciation when it is deserved (Proverbs 3:27). 
We should not “flatter,” because that is deceitful. However, the responsible parent will be ever on 
the alert to seize every opportunity to honestly praise and appreciate his or her children.

I have had the opportunity to work with students of all ages who have not been appreciated while 
growing up. They needed to have skills training to compensate for years of feeling bad about who 
they are. 

David was able to say, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14). He realized he 
had value. Paul wrote that a man would naturally “cherish” his own flesh (Ephesians 5:28-29). It 
was assumed by Paul that a man would properly value himself. With these few biblical examples 
and instruction, we can readily see that it is important for a person to feel that he or she is valued.

Please, please love your children. Value them! Look for ways to be positive about them and let 
them know they are appreciated for not only what they do, but for who they are.

You’ll never realize how much good you will do them for the rest of their lives.
Remember, God saw enough value in each of us to give His dear Son for us (John 3:16)!

Gary E. Antion
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Sometimes it’s not easy to deal with all the 
obstacles thrown our way, but we must keep on 
reaching higher. Soon we will be blossoming as a 
beautiful tulip. Sometimes it just takes us longer 
to bloom, but we will if we 
persist, even if we have to go 
through the lattice of life.

Due to circumstances, 
sometimes sheer will and 
determination, along with 
a lot of imagination, are 
needed to get us to where 
we are going. God helps us 
along the way, giving us the 
spiritual lattice to hang onto 
so we can reach our destina-
tion in life—the Kingdom 
of God.

Think on the small things, 
the details that God gently 
places in our paths. This flower helped me real-
ize that despite the struggles it went through to 
bloom, it was as beautiful as all the others.

Let’s be that determined tulip. Don’t give up.  
Hang in there. Let’s grow toward the Kingdom 
of God.

Leone Burns
Milwaukee, Wisconisn, congregation

Something Happened to 
the #2 Engine!

As part of the group of 14 pastors going for 
additional training, my flight to the Cincinnati 
meetings was interesting to say the least. I left 
for the airport about 5:30 a.m. on Sunday, Jan. 
21, with a light snow falling sporadically. By the 
time we got to the airport, the snow was coming 
down much harder, but none of the flights were 
delayed or cancelled.

I noticed that every plane was being deiced as 
the temperature dropped. My flight boarded on 
time, but was delayed with the deicing and the 
flights backing up because of the weather.

We finally began taxiing for takeoff about half 
an hour late. As the plane began to accelerate to 
the point that you could feel the wings begin to 
lift, there were two loud bangs that seemed to 
come from under the plane! 

I felt the plane settle onto the runway and 
the wing flaps being whipped from take-off to 
landing position, heard the engines scream into 
reverse and felt the brakes being applied—all in 
the matter of seconds!

I knew we were past the point of taking off 
safely—or of being able to stop before we 
reached the end of the runway.

Now the plane began to turn ever so slightly 
clockwise as we slid off the end of the runway 
into a deep, powdery snow—finally stopping 
about 100 yards past the end of the runway.

T h e  p i l o t 
informed the 
passengers that 
“something” hap-
pened with the #2 
engine. 

Thankfully no 
one was hurt and 
the plane stopped 
safely, because 
it took the emer-
gency vehicles 
about 10 minutes 
to reach us. As 
they approached 
the plane, most 
of them became stuck. Finally they plowed a 
path and had us walk to the end of the runway to 
board the shuttle buses.

The airport had to shut down that runway, and 

with the snow coming down pretty hard, they 
had to shut down the other runway to plow it. 
I caught another flight, but arrived in Atlanta 
30 minutes after my connecting flight left for 

Cincinnati. After sleeping in the airport 
and finding my lost baggage, I finally 
arrived at the home office 18 hours after 
I was originally suppose to.

In spite of many, many hassles on 
that leg of my journey, I was extremely 
grateful that the plane was not trying to 
climb when “something” happened to 
the #2 engine (we probably would have 
crashed). 

I was touched by all of the individu-
als who told me that they were praying 
for a safe trip for me and all of the other 
men flying that day. In doing so were 
others spared a worse fate?

God does listen to our prayers, and 
they are a sweet fragrance before Him (Revela-
tion 8:3-4).  Thank you for your prayers—for 
me and for all of God’s saints.

Dan Dowd
Pastor, Milwaukee, Oshkosh and Wisconsin 

Dells, Wisconsin, congregations

Putting Off Anger and 
Malice

About 30 years ago, my neighbors across the 
street were angry toward my neighbor next door 
to me. Since I was friendly and continued to wave 
hi and bye to the neighbor next door, the neigh-
bors across the street became angry toward me 
also. 

A few days later, the man across the street, 
about 60 years old, stood in the street blocking 
the end of my driveway, as I was pulling the car 
forward with my two young children as passen-
gers. The man’s arm was raised and he had a large 
rock in his fist, making ready to throw it through 
my windshield. 

Quickly I prayed, “Father, help me know what 
to do!”

As if by instinct, I rolled down my window, 
smiled at the man and said, “Sometimes I feel 
like that too.”

His jaw dropped, he stared, his arm slowly 
went down and, without a word, my neighbor 
turned around and walked back into his house. 
That night, he had a heart attack and died.

I never held anger toward the man nor toward 
his poor widow, but I have pondered that incident 
many times. Anger can cause heart attacks and 
strokes—for example, as Nabal apparently died 
from his rage (1 Samuel 25:37). As Christians, we 
must be sure to “put off all these: anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy language” (Colossians 
3:8).

When trials come upon us, we can trust God 
to put it in our heart what to say and do. Christ 
gave us an example of how this will work in 
Mark 13:11. And finally, we must remember the 
words of Christ in Matthew 6:14, “For if you 
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you.”

Carolyn Prater
Cincinnati, Ohio, East congregation

Hummingbird Feeder
As I write, our overwintering hummingbird 

has built a nest outside my desk window and, 
at last check, had one egg in it about as big as 
the tip of your little finger.
Hummingbirds ordinarily spend the winter in 

the tropics. We see them in summer, but come 
the fall, they go. But in certain subtropical loca-
tions, the hardier species will occasionally stick 

around if they have a good nectar-producing tree 
that blossoms all year.

Every living thing needs sustenance and 
a place conducive to growth and raising its 
young.

We in God’s Church should exude the nectar 
that nourishes! We should reflect and give off 
God’s Holy Spirit.

Quite a number have found a home with us 
over the years. Many have stayed and been 
nourished, but not all.

Some few have thought, for whatever reason, 
that they were neglected and when a “hard frost” 
came, they left our fellow-
ship for what they imag-
ined would be a “warmer 
climate.”

We need to share our joy 
with those we know and 
those who just come in to 
visit! We are not the nectar, 
but we can (and should) be 
the hummingbird feeder.

Skip Miller
An elder in the San 

Diego, California, con-
gregation

What Do My Words 
Look Like?

 A 10-year-old boy once worked in a factory. 
One of seven siblings, the youngster was doing 
this because his family faced poverty. The boy 
had a dream of becoming a singer and began 
taking voice lessons. However, his teacher had 
a terrible way of encouraging him: “Your voice 
sounds like wind in the shutter.”

Undeterred, the boy’s mother took a different 
tack. She told the boy she could see improve-
ment. To prove it, she went barefoot to pay for 
more lessons. That changed the boy’s life. 

His name? Enrico Caruso, the greatest tenor 
of his age and a pioneer of modern music (story 
adapted from How to Win Friends and Influence 
People by Dale Carnegie, page 228). And therein 
is a lesson for you and me.

Solomon said in Proverbs 25:11: “A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in settings of sil-
ver.”

Do our words mimic this? What do our words 
look like? 

In my years in God’s Church, I can point to 
specific times and people, ministers and members 
alike, where words of grace and truth illuminated 
this beautiful saying. I recall words of encourage-
ment—and correction given in love—and I am 
grateful for each. 

We are all here as a direct result of the grace of 
God and His words, meaning the Bible. Indeed, 
as Peter said to Jesus Christ, “You have the words 
of eternal life” (John 6:68).

So—what do our words look like? Are they 
wormy and spoiled and rotten? Or are they fresh 
and beautiful, wholesome and uplifting? Can oth-
ers literally say our words are food for thought? 
Do we nourish others? Do our words give life? Or 
do we make others ill? 

Solomon also said life and death are in the 
power of the tongue (Proverbs 18:21). Whose 
life have we helped or hurt lately? 

Sadly, we all blow it from time to time. We 
speak before we think. Or we think then speak 
anyway. We choose to sin with our tongue and 
hurt others. No wonder God holds us account-
able for what we say. Since we can sin with our 
words, we should always strive to speak only 
those things that please God.

Jesus Christ said, “Out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). Per-
haps we need to pray more—and probably fast 

more—to practice God’s way of life. Only God 
can work in our hearts to bring about the thinking 
that produces spiritual words of life. 

If we eat the bread of life, we will speak it to 
others. Starting now, let’s repent and do as Paul 
said: speak the truth in love. If we do, one day we 
will hear the ultimate words of life:

“Well done, good and faithful servant… Enter 
into the joy of your Lord.”

John Fox
Salt Lake City, Utah, congregation

Maintaining a 
Garden of Growth

Summer is a time of growth in our 
gardens—if we maintain them.

Is your garden in need of water? 
Weeding? How about some nourishing 
mulch? Have you been spending time in 
your garden anticipating the fresh fruits 
of your harvest?

Our spiritual gardens are much the 
same.

The Holy Spirit is likened to water 
in the Bible (John 7:37-38; Hosea 10:12). There 
are times when the soil can become parched, and 
the plants will need a refreshing drink. It is quite 
encouraging to know that we simply need to ask 
for water, and we shall receive it. God knows that 
there will be times of drought (Isaiah 58:11). He 
wants us to be reassured that He is there for us, 
no matter the temperature in which we are trying 
to grow. 

Weeding is certainly necessary in gardens of 
all types. Pulling out the long runners of a wild 
morning glory can remind us to remove jealousy 
that entangles its way through and under beauti-
ful, productive plants. Let’s replace jealousy with 
love and self-control (Matthew 12:33).

It’s a similar process for each of our weeds: 
We replace fear with trust and peace. We 
replace manipulation with faith and love. We 
replace judging with grace, tolerance and love. 
God loves helping us to replace the ugly weeds 
of past days with fresh abundance and beautiful 
growth. Do not become discouraged (Hebrews 
12:1-2).

Time will be needed for weeding, watering and 
mulching. A garden simply cannot produce what 
we want without a maintenance program. Our 
spiritual garden needs fellowship, Bible study, 
prayer, meditation and serving others (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:6-7). Time must be spent with our Creator 
and brethren for proper growth and development 
(Galatians 6:7-8).

We may need to do some pruning as part of our 
maintenance plan (John 15:1-17). A vineyard that 
is properly taken care of is a picture of beauty and 
productivity. 

Christ said in John 15:16, “You did not choose 
Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit…” He chose to plant 
you in His very garden of the family of God. He 
knows your name and needs and even the number 
of hairs on your head. Rejoice and be grateful that 
He has chosen you (Philippians 1:8-11; Matthew 
7:20). Continue in abundant growth and produce 
luscious fruit, for the harvest is near!

Tina Rupp
Youngstown, Ohio, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you 
would like to share? Please send them to your 
local pastor and ask him to forward them to 
United News at the home office. Guidelines 
available on request (mike_bennett@ucg.org).
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Sherman Youth 
Host Seniors

Young people in the Sherman, Tex-
as, congregation hosted a very special 
seniors’ luncheon on Feb. 3, 2007. For 
special music during Sabbath services, 
the children sang “Holy Is the Lord,” led 
by Mrs. Amber Brock. 

After services that afternoon the seniors 
were served a delicious meal of smoked 
chicken, green bean casserole, scalloped 
potatoes, green salad, drinks and assorted 
home-baked desserts. 

Following the meal, the children 
played “Mystery Senior” with the hon-
orees. The children had previously con-
ducted interviews of various members 
of the congregation, collecting informa-
tion about their lives, their experiences in 
God’s Church and words of wisdom and 
advice for today’s youth. They then pre-
sented the information they had collected 
and the seniors guessed who in the con-
gregation their “Mystery Senior” was. 

It was a great way for the youth and 

seniors to get to know each other and 
share details of their lives with each other. 
All ages enjoyed a wonderful day of fel-
lowship.

Donna Cartwright

Volunteers Honored
On April 18, home office Mail 

Processing staff members prepared 
a luncheon to honor 19 volunteers 
who help with processing the Holy 
Day offerings. The volunteers were 
from the Dayton, Columbus, Ports-
mouth and Cincinnati North and East 
congregations.

Janet Treadway

Salem Beautifies 
School as Service 
Project

The Salem, Oregon, congregation held 
a combined landscaping and weeding ser-
vice project on April 29 at Miller Elemen-
tary School where they meet for services.

On a balmy Sunday morning, 31 enthu-
siastic people, including three preteens and 
six teenagers, showed up at 10 a.m. with 
smiles and tools to help with the project. 

In addition to the workers, 15 women pro-
vided food donations for lunches to feed 
everyone when the project was completed. 
The project was coordinated by Kathy 
Foster. BJ Foster headed up the landscape 
crew, Jason Boise led the weeding crew, 

and Liz Janicich coordinated the lunch 
bunch.

The landscaping project was requested 
by the principal and teachers at the school. 
Guidelines for the project specified that 
the finished landscape planting would be 

a low-maintenance design.
The principal and teachers 

at the school are happy with 
the finished project. Princi-
pal Mary Russell wrote, “It 
looks absolutely beautiful! 
I looked first thing! You all 
did a fabulous job, and we 
are so appreciative.”

Kathy Foster

Member 
Named 

Office Manager 
of the Year

Rachelle McGowen, a member 
of the Bentonville, Arkansas, congrega-
tion, was honored at a luncheon during 
the Oklahoma Rural Water Association’s 
annual confer-
ence in Tulsa. 
Rachelle works 
for the Westville, 
Oklahoma, Util-
ity Authority, 
and was chosen 
as Outstanding 
Office Manager 
of the Year for 
Oklahoma.

“I have always considered my job as 
a blessing from God and love the type 
of work I get to do,” Rachelle said.

Phoenix East 
Hosts Intelligent 
Design Seminar

Thanks to the efforts and coordination of 
Shaun and Marie Tuck, the Phoenix East, 
Arizona, congregation was able to host a 
thought-provoking seminar on intelligent 
design March 24. Phoenix North and other 
area congregations were also invited to 

enjoy the event. This seminar was the peak 
in a series of videos and sermons Phoenix 
East had been enjoying. 

The congregation first enjoyed regular 
Sabbath services, which included split 
sermons given by James Capo (titled 

“God Has Called Us to Be 
Builders”) and Mario Seiglie 
(“Intelligent Design vs. Evo-
lution”). Both were wonder-
ful preludes to the evening’s 
messages. 

Following services there 
was a Greek feast of gyros 
(a sandwich made of sliced 
roast lamb or beef, onion 
and tomato on pita bread) 
and the Turkish dessert of 
baklava. 

The seminar began with 
186 people in attendance. 
Starting things out was Mr. 
Capo, who continued with 

his intelligent design message from the 
service. Some of the topics included were 
DNA codes, flagellum and Darwinism in 
its various forms. 

Following this session and the other 
segments of the presentations, Shaun 
Tuck had question-and-answer periods, 

followed by amusing skits that included 
Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein and Isaac 
Newton (played by Gary Sims, Bob Fen-
wick and Steve Kennedy). 

The second session of the seminar 
was given by Mr. Seiglie and was called 
“Darwin’s Big Lie.” Mr. Seiglie spoke of 
the Scopes monkey trial and the different 
creation theories (young earth, progressive 
creation, theistic evolution and the gap the-
ory). He also talked about the SETI project 
and asked the question, “Where does the 
evidence lead?”

The night was a huge success that 
left everyone enthusiastically talking for 
weeks about what had been discussed.

To finalize the recent lessons on intel-
ligent design, on April 28, Phoenix East 
arranged an evening field trip to the Ari-
zona Science Museum’s Planetarium. 
The event was about an hour in length 
and started with an electronic interactive 
question-and-answer period. The children 
enjoyed answering, and with every correct 
answer they made, there was a chorus of 
cheers. 

The show itself began in total dark-
ness, with the rounded ceiling becoming a 
visual masterpiece of God’s handiwork. It 
started with a view of the stars from earth, 
and then progressed to an outline of the 

constellations, as well as close-up views 
of the planets, moon, sun and solar system. 
The trip ended with a visual roller-coaster 
ride through the cosmos. What a wonder-
ful way to end a very successful and edu-
cational series.

Lorelei Nettles

A Team Makes It 
Jamaican in Atlanta

Bonita Dunwell and Howard and Janet 
West, assisted by several other Jamai-
can transplants, put together an exciting 
Jamaican evening for the Atlanta, Georgia, 
congregation a few months ago. Atlanta 
enjoys a potluck covered-dish meal every 
four to six weeks with some kind of theme 
for the food and setting.

A Jamaican experience was suggested 
and, with the diligence of the six Jamai-
cans who now call Atlanta home, it was 
seamlessly brought together. The team 
wanted to do more than provide Jamaican 
dishes. They wanted to expose everyone 
to more of what it was like to grow up and 
live in the Jamaican culture.

The 150 plus brethren made their way 
through a buffet line assisted by menu 
cards listing the ingredients of some 
of the exotic dishes. Among the dishes 
was Jamaica’s national dish, ackee and 
codfish. Other dishes were fried bread-
fruit, fried plantains, escoveitch fish, 
jerk chicken, rice and peas and curried 
chicken. Desserts included Jamaican rum 
cake, bun and cheese, banana chips and 
tamarind balls.

While eating, everyone also enjoyed 
a slide show of Jamaican scenery and 

relaxing national songs.
Following the meal, the brethren were 

treated to a folk song performance and the 
modeling of a traditional Jamaican dress. 
All joined in on the chorus of an old favor-
ite, “Day O,” made popular in the 1950s 

by Harry Belafonte. Everyone really 
appreciated the special evening.

Bonita Dunwell

Unsung Hero: A 
Leading Lady

The Las Vegas, Nevada, congregation 
may be small, but we have our share of 
“leading ladies”—converted women 
who lead by example, or as Paul referred 
to this special group in Titus 2:3, “teachers 
of good things.”

Take for instance, our dear friend Clara 

Walden. Recently widowed, Mrs. Walden 
moved to our area a couple years ago to 
live with her son. Getting to know her has 
been inspiring to say the least. 

Introduced to Mr. Armstrong’s radio 
program in the early 1950s by a relative 
who thought the message was intriguing, 
Mrs. Walden began a quest to prove Mr. 
Armstrong’s statements—and she did. 
Baptized since 1954, she has had her share 
of trials and losses. But of this she is sure: 
“Trust God, not men. It’s not easy. You will 
be tested. But God’s way is the only way 
to really live.”

This 84-year-old woman daily battles 
debilitating rheumatoid arthritis, but has 
made a commitment to attend services if 
at all possible. “I’m 
going to be there. 
Going to Sabbath 
services keeps us 
alert and strong.”

This commit-
ment entails a 120-
mile ride each way 
from St. George, 
Utah, with “the 
boys” (two mem-
bers in their 50s and 60s). The long trip is 
made longer by the arthritic pain—but she 
does not let that discourage her from going 
or ruin her positive attitude. “I love God. 
He knows what I’m going through. I don’t 
dare question Him. I trust His judgment.”

During a hospital stay after a bad fall, 
she was faithful as ever, encouraging her 
healthy visitors instead of seeking atten-
tion. She told those present that one of 
her favorite promises of God is, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you,” and that 
she always has a prayer in her mind. She 
keeps going by focusing on God’s plan. 
“I’ll always believe in Him. I want to be in 
the Kingdom because we know what it is 
going to be like from the Scriptures.” 

The prophet Jeremiah shared what kept 
him going forward in Jeremiah 15:16: 
“And Your word was to me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart.” Jeremiah was test-
ed to the core. Yet he modeled for God’s 
people that belief in God’s plan produces 
great joy. 

Like Jeremiah, Mrs. Walden has built 
her life on God’s promises. Actually liv-
ing God’s way of life is how Mrs. Walden 
teaches and inspires us. She exemplifies 
the godly characteristics of love, faithful-
ness, endurance, patience and joy. To those 
who know her and are actively seeking 
God’s Kingdom, Clara Walden is a lead-
ing lady, a legend in our time. 

Jennifer Gosse

Salem congregation works to 
beautify the school where they 
meet (photos by Kathy Foster)

Sherman, Texas, youth serve 
the seniors’ luncheon (photo by 
William Cooksey)

Rachelle McGowen

Above, Shaun Tuck and 
“Albert Einstein”; left, 
James Capo (photos by 
Terry Hoffman)

Local	Church	Updates:	If your 
congregation’s news and events are 
rarely covered in United News, why 
not check with your pastor and write 
something for him to send in? We’re 
looking for 100- to 300-word articles 
and photographs with captions. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope 
if you would like photos returned. 
Include the author’s and photogra-
pher’s names and your phone number. 
Please double-check the spelling of 
names. Please e-mail	(preferred)	or	
give	the	material	to	your	local	pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Members perform Jamaican folk 
songs for the Atlanta congregation

Clara Walden
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Births
Philip and Jenni (Burky) Dick, of the 

Dallas, Texas, congregation, are pleased 
to announce the birth of their son, Connor 
Ray Dick. Connor was born on Jan. 24, 
2007, weighing in at 7 pounds 12 ounces 
and measuring 19¾ inches in length. Big 
sister Emily welcomed him with open 
arms. Proud grandparents are Robert 

and Dyanne Dick and Richard and Carol 
Burky. Connor also has three great-grand-
mothers, Norma Dick, Betty Hoffman and 
Louise Moore.

Darren and Nadine Messerly of the 
Portland, Oregon, congregation would 
like to proudly announce the birth of their 
fourth son and ninth child, Gideon Perry 

Messerly. Gideon joined the family Oct. 
29, 2006. He weighed 8 pounds and 14 
ounces and measured 22 inches long. 
He was welcomed with much anticipa-
tion and love by all of his siblings. They 
include Joshua, 17; Danielle, 15; Kaitlin, 
14; Emily, 12; Olivia, 11; Jacob, 8; Janae, 
4; and Caleb, 2. Gideon is a joy and bless-
ing to all of us. Gideon is the 12th grand-
child for Perry and Ada Cardott (deceased) 
and the 14th grandchild for Robert and 
Brenda Messerly. All of the family attends 
the Portland congregation.

Rich and Rachel Averett of the Dal-
las, Texas, congregation are elated to 

announce the birth of their daughter, 
Faith Naomi. Faith was born on Dec. 
20, 2006, weighing in at 7 pounds 12 
ounces and measuring 18¾ inches 
long. Faith has three big brothers, 
Ethan (6), Micah (4) and Caleb (3), 
who absolutely adore her! They can’t 
seem to kiss and hug her enough! 

Her parents write, “After losing our first 
daughter, Hallie, three years ago, we are 
very humbled by God’s mercy in bless-
ing us with another beautiful daughter; we 
very much look forward to Faith meeting 
her big sister in God’s Kingdom. What a 
joyous day that will be! Both of our fami-
lies are just thrilled to have Faith for all of 
us to love and enjoy.” 

Faith is the 10th grandchild for Jim and 
Jannette Averett of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, and the fifth for Richard and 
Nancy Velting of Dallas.

Chris and Renee (Chuprinko) Robert-
son would like to announce the birth of 
their son, Carson Christopher, on Feb. 7, 
2007. He weighed in at 6 pounds 15 ounc-
es and was 19¾ inches long. Carson is a 
growing, happy and playful little boy. Dad 
and Mom are doing and adjusting well.  
Grandpa and Grandma Chuprinko and his 
two aunts, Carolyn and Cheryl, couldn’t 

be happier, as this is the first grandchild for 
the Chuprinkos. Both the Robertsons and 
Chuprinkos attend the Portland, Oregon, 
congregation.

Chris and Rebekah Leyden of the 
Charlotte, North Carolina, congrega-

tion, are happy to announce the birth of 
their son, Isaac Dearden, who arrived 
after a 24-hour labor on Sept. 16, 2006. 
He weighed 5 pounds 8½ ounces and 
was 18½ inches long. He is the fourth 
grandson of James and Roseann Cannon 
of the West Palm Beach, Florida, con-
gregation (formerly from Youngstown, 
Ohio) and the second grandchild of Bill 
and Barbara Leyden of Greeneville, 
Tennessee.

Engagements
Timothy Kamiyala and Gloria Metani, 

who attend the United Church of God 

congregation in Blantyre, Malawi, were 
engaged on May 6, 2007, in a traditional 
ceremony. A future wedding is being 
planned.

Timothy is a journalist and graphic 
designer while Gloria is studying tourism 
and hospitality management.

Keith Boise and Chris Singleton and 
Lorenzo and Celina Calderon would like 
to announce the engagement of their chil-
dren Jason Daniel Boise of Salem, Oregon, 

and Doia Griselda Calderon of Navojoa, 
Mexico. The couple are planning a wed-
ding in Mexico later this summer. They 
met at the Feast last fall in Mexico.

Weddings
It is with great joy that Jack and Vicki 

Willoughby of Bella Vista, Arkansas, 
announce the marriage of their daughter 
Janette Ruth to Nathan Andrew Froedge, 
son of Ron and Carol Froedge of Paducah, 
Kentucky.

The wedding took place in Bella Vista 
at the Mildred B. Cooper Memorial Cha-
pel on a gorgeous spring day, March 18, 
2007. Roger West, pastor of the Benton-
ville, Arkansas, congregation, performed 
the ceremony.

Janette’s sister Zandra was the maid of 
honor. Bridesmaids were sister Elizabeth 
Brown of Denver, Colorado, and sister-in-
law Amanda Willoughby of Bella Vista. 
Hailey Willoughby, niece of the bride, was 
a junior bridesmaid.

Standing with Nathan was his brother 
and best man, Caleb Froedge of Paducah. 
Groomsmen included his friend Brandon 
Zollner and new brother-in-law Nathan 
Willoughby.

Madison O’Brien, niece of the groom, 
and Hannah Willoughby, niece of the 
bride, were the flower girls. Alexander 
Brown, nephew of the bride, was the ring 
bearer.

The groom’s sister, Julie O’Brien 
of Cincinnati, performed a vocal solo, 
“When You Say You Love Me,” and the 
sisters of the bride and groom, Zandra and 
Julie, sang a vocal duet, “The Prayer.”

Nathan has completed a degree at West 
Kentucky College and will be transferring 
to the University of Arkansas in the fall to 
complete a degree in horticulture. He is 
currently working for WBI.

Janette received a degree from North-
western Arkansas Community College 
and is currently finishing her degree in 
elementary education at the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville.

The couple reside in Bentonville and 
are members of the Bentonville congre-
gation.

On May 6, 2007, the wedding took 
place of Debi Crook, daughter of Brian 
and Meta Crook, and Jon Richardson, son 
of Brian and Pauline Richardson.

The wedding ceremony, conducted by 
Gerhard Marx, took place at the Crowne 

Plaza Hotel in Reading, England, with the 
reception at the nearby Island Restaurant, 
located on an island in the river Thames. 

Bridesmaids were Jayne Crook (sis-
ter of the bride), Julie De Jong (sister of 
the groom) and Melissa Down (long-
time friend). The best man was Stephen 
Lloyd. 

Guests came from many parts of the 
British Isles and also traveled from Hol-
land, Belgium, France, the United States 
and Thailand. Amid sunny spring weather, 
the many guests were able to catch up on 
old friendships and acquaintances. As part 
of the evening reception, guests were also 
able to enjoy a firework display. The cou-
ple spent two weeks in Antigua, and will 
initially be living in Bracknell, England.

Anniversaries
Roger and Sally Schreiber were 

surprised with a luncheon celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary fol-
lowing Sabbath services on April 28.

Roger and Sally were married in 
Clintonville, Wisconsin, on May 4, 
1957. They have three children, Ran-
dy, Terry Lofing and Tammy Olsen; 
and one granddaughter, Hannah.

Roger is retired from S.C. Shannon 
Company and Sally from the Aid Asso-

ciation for Lutherans. Roger spends 
his spare time gardening and bike rid-
ing, while Sally loves to country line 
dance. Both love to travel.

They attend the Oshkosh, Wiscon-
sin, congregation.

Roy and Pauline Demarest cel-
ebrated their 40th anniversary on June 
5, 2007. They have been blessed with 
three sons and three daughters-in-law: 
Cliff and Susan of Dallas, Texas; Chad 
and Laetitia of Baltimore, Maryland; 

and Dan and Jennifer of Orlando, 
Florida. They have four grandchildren: 
Hannah, Derek, David and Kaley. They 
are so grateful that all of their children 
and grandchildren attend United along 
with them. 

Roy and Pauline’s original church 
was New York City. Pauline attended 
the very first service in 1959, and Roy 
began to attend in 1961. They met at 
Ambassador College in Pasadena, 
California, in 1963 and were married 
after Roy’s graduation from Ambassa-
dor College in Big Sandy, Texas. 

They presently serve the brethren 
in the West Palm Beach and Miami, 
Florida, congregations, and will be 
moving soon to assume the responsi-
bility of pastoring in Orlando and Jack-
sonville, Florida.

Announcements

Gideon Perry Messerly

Connor Ray Dick

Faith Naomi Averett

Carson Christopher Robertson

Pauline and Roy Demarest with 
sons Chad, Cliff and Dan

Griselda Calderon and Jason Boise

Isaac Dearden Leyden

Janette and Nathan Froedge

Jon and Debi Richardson

Timothy Kamiyala and Gloria Metani

Sally and Roger Schreiber
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Letters

New Covenant Book
I wanted to thank you for the book 

you sent me on the New Covenant. It 
has answered a lot of my questions. I 
am enclosing a gift to help with post-
age and printing so others may receive 
the book and get the blessing that I 
received when reading it.

May God bless you in your work, 
getting a message of hope to a dying 
world.

Georgia

“Opened My Eyes”
I received your booklet What Hap-

pens After Death? I have only read a 
few pages, but it has opened my eyes 
to what death really is. Thank you so 
much for this booklet. I hope to receive 
many more. Keep up the good work.

Virginia

Power of Prayer
I’m 67 years old, and one year ago I 

had a heart attack, went to emergency 
and was quickly admitted to the hos-
pital with heart failure, four clogged 
arteries to the heart, leaky valves in my 
heart and my heart functioning at 10 
percent. Doctors said nothing could be 
done, to go home and they would make 
me as comfortable as possible.

My pastor, Richard Thompson, 
anointed me twice and brethren and 
family prayed for me.

Then a surgeon came into my room 
and said, “I’ll do the operation, but it 
doesn’t look good. You could have 
a heart attack or a stroke and die.” 
However, he said he and his assistants 
believed in prayer, and if I didn’t mind, 
he would like to pray. He asked God 
to guide them and gave God the credit 
and acknowledged that they were the 
human instruments used.

One year later my doctor has said, 
“Everything is perfect. You have the 
vitals of a teenager.” I’m off more and 
more medication. I thank our Heaven-
ly Father God who intervened. I thank 
Him and praise Him daily.

Richard Hosier
Orlando, Florida

“Full of Spiritual and 
Current Affairs Knowledge”

Again greetings and God bless you 
from Pakistan Christian Community. 
It’s always wonderful to find The 
Good News magazine in our office. [It 
is] always full of spiritual and current 
affairs knowledge.

Please do spread the education of the 
Holy Bible to all over the world—that 
you are already doing—with the spirit to 
fight with evil and anti-Christ power.

Pakistan

Saw It on YouTube
I watched the Beyond Today segment 

you did on depression (on YouTube). It 
was very timely.

Indiana

Religious Studies Director 
Loves Bible Study Course

I have been reading your Bible Study 
Course and some of your other litera-
ture, but, a while ago, when I moved, 

somehow the BSC did not get my for-
warding address. 

I have not yet received numbers 
9-12, and would really be interested 
in receiving them via postal mail, as 
I keep them for reference, and have 
them available if any other interested 
Bible students want to take a look and 
pursue the course. 

I really love the literature your 
church produces, and would also be 
interested in finding out about any 
local branches. Thanks so much!

Washington

“Directly From the Word of 
God”

Most of all I wish to thank you all 
with all my heart for your dedicated-
ness and boldness in proclaiming the 
“Good News” through the world with 
great success.

Recently I got down some end-time 
prophecy booklets, and I should say 
that they are really amazing. I learned 
a lot of future events from those maga-
zines.

The one thing that really excites me 
is that all your magazines and books are 
directly from the Word of God, since 
today we live in a world where there 
are many books on end times, which 
are written based on what man thinks 
about what God would do before the 
return of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 
your magazines and books are so bib-
lical in details, that all mankind could 
read and know the truth.

Sri Lanka

“Thought We Were the 
Only People”

I found your Web site during my 
research on Easter. I was very surprised 
to find that a lot of the things I read are 
truths I was taught from my dad for 
most of my life. I honestly thought we 
were the only people in the world that 
held these truths. I want to know more 
about United Church of God. Please 
send me as much information as you 
can.

Tennessee

“So Excited and Grateful”
I am homeschooling my grand-

children. Your books are awesome. 
I have learned so much reading this 
Bible-based literature! I am so excited 
and grateful to be able to receive this 
teaching.

Colorado

Looking for a United 
Congregation

I am a Good News subscriber and 
have truly been blessed by receiving 
your magazine. I was wondering if you 
could help me find a United Church of 
God in my home town or local area?

I haven’t been successful finding a 
church that supports my personal con-
victions and beliefs.

God laid it on my heart over 10 
years ago not to participate in Hal-
loween, and I stopped. My family and 
friends thought I was in a cult for that 
decision. I do celebrate Easter from 
the perspective of the burial and resur-

rection of Jesus and Christmas for the 
birth of Jesus. I am totally against the 
Easter Bunny, and I believe Christmas 
celebrates everything but the birth of 
Christ. After receiving your magazine, 
I have been praying that God would 
show me which holidays to observe. 

If you can help me find a church 
in my area that teaches the Bible and 
observes Holy Days, I would be grate-
ful.

Kentucky

“Pleasantly Surprised by 
the Biblical Accuracy”

I just recently started receiving The 
Good News magazine, and I was pleas-
antly surprised by the biblical accu-
racy of the articles. I am currently not 
attending church because I have been 
unable to find a church anywhere that 
sticks to the Word of God alone and not 
to their own false teachings. 

I’ve wanted to be baptized for a very 
long time, but have been unable to find 
a place where I could honestly feel 
good about being baptized there. Bap-
tism is a sacred event that I would like 
performed for me in a house of wor-
ship that I feel God would approve of.  
I pray that I have finally found a place 
of worship where I can feel at “home.” 
I’m still in the process of trying to find 
a congregation in my area. I pray that 
more people will have the opportunity 
to read truthful and accurate literature 
promoting God’s Word such as this 
magazine.

Illinois

“I Knew the Scriptures 
Must Be True!”

I discovered your Web site quite “by 
chance” (thank you, Lord) and found 
the complete answer to a question 
that I have agonized over for a long 
time—the question of the three days 
and three nights of Jesus in the grave. 
I now understand just how it was! 
Thank you so much. I’m so excited, 
as all the other explanations I’ve been 
given never satisfied me! I knew the 
Scriptures must be true!

Internet

Gospel in Its Fullness
I am very glad to be a Good News 

subscriber. I have been a subscriber 
for over five years, and your outstand-
ing magazine has blessed my life in a 
host of ways. This magazine covers a 
lot of ground; it presents the gospel of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in 
its fullness and entirety. By reading 
your magazine, I acquire marvelous 
insights and also a thorough, in-depth 
understanding of God’s Word. I pray 
to the Lord that you may continue to 
reach out to more and more people in 
all ends of the earth. It surely is an awe-
inspiring magazine. I always set aside 
a little time every day to go over all 
the Good News magazines I have kept 
since I became a subscriber.

God bless you always in all ways!
Brazil

Biblical Holy Days
I was saved by the Lord in 2004 

when I was 60 years old, and I dili-
gently try to walk the path of Jesus. I 
have already changed from Sunday to 
the correct Saturday Sabbath, took off 
my earrings and my crucifix around 
my neck. I also just know that I want to 
keep God’s Holy Days to set me free.

Luckily I came across your article 
and saved it on my computer. Please, I 
want to know the correct dates to com-
memorate the Holy Feast Days. I really 
want to live according to our Father’s 
will.

Internet

Hot Off the Presses
Note: Recently we reprinted our 

Holidays or Holy Days booklet, and 
a new customer service representative 
was handling the job while our normal 
person was on vacation. Right after 
the booklet was printed, Scott Ashley, 
managing editor of booklets, received 
this note from her:

Holidays or Holy Days shipped last 
night, and I believe is to be delivered 
today or Monday. I looked it over after 
binding and can’t wait to finish read-
ing it. I have heard some of the points 
that were brought out, but have never 
actually read the history of some of our 
holidays. I was astounded. I have thor-
oughly enjoyed working with you on 
your publications.

 Mississippi

Thankful in Vietnam
Thanks a lot for your past booklets. 

May God bless you all. I am so sorry 
because I now change my address. 
Please send your gifts to this address. 
Again, I thank you very much for your 
support. I hope I will receive your book-
lets soon, because they have helped me 
to learn a lot of useful things. 

Vietnam

Understanding God’s Plan 
in Kuwait

Praise the Lord! Thank God and 
your Church for sending me the free 
books and Bible lessons. The books 
and the Bible lessons helped me a lot 
to understand God the Father and Jesus 
Christ and their plan for my life.

May God bless your Church and 
ministry abundantly.

Kuwait

Became Wild Wanting More
I absolutely want to first and foremost 

thank you for producing these maga-
zines. I was just surfing the Web looking 
for articles to digest, when I came across 
this lovely piece, The Good News.

When I first read the November-
December 2006 edition, I became as 
wild as a dog wanting to engulf more 
of this teaching. I just love reading and 
meditating on the issues of the Middle 
Eastern crisis, nations acquiring nukes 
and the articles for teens.

Thank you once again, and please 
send my appreciation to those who have 
voluntarily donated money to the spread 
of this lovely magazine. I look forward 
to you putting me on the subscription list 
for the Vertical Thought magazine.

 Nigeria

“Remaining Faithful When 
the Heat Is On”

I love your magazine! I agree fully 
on your stand to keep only the days 
[listed] in the Bible and not the ones 
man made. I am so glad you are remain-
ing faithful when the heat is on. You 
have plenty of others there with you. 
My friends in church have watched me 
in my “Jewish” walk and are not happy 
and are constantly “attacking” me. It 
will all be worth it when we celebrate 
in eternity! Keep up the great work.

Internet

“You Are That Message of 
Hope”

I wish there was more that I could 
say, but “thanks” pretty much sums up 
my feelings, desire, longing, apprecia-
tion and joy. Thanks for the good news, 
thanks for the spiritual encouragement 
and thanks for embodiment of God’s 
Spirit in your work.

Sometimes when in the wilderness, 
it is easy to forget the blessing and 
the miracles of God’s powerful hand, 
which sustains our presence and our 
joy. It is so easy to keep one’s head 
down and go through the motions of 
making ends meet, that one forgets. 
That is when God sends a message of 
hope, to reinforce His plan to remind 
us we are not alone and that He is 
working His miracles every day.

You are that message of hope. Sus-
tain that.

Internet

Muslim Desperately 
Waiting for Jesus

I thank you for placing my name 
on the mailing list for The Good News 
magazine. I received and read the first 
one (March-April 2007) from cover 
to cover, with interest, and found it 
extremely informative. Please may I 
have a free copy of The Book of Rev-
elation Unveiled? A cheque for £25 
(though meagre) is enclosed. I wish 
you the best in the work you are doing. 
I am not a Christian. I am a Muslim, an 
infidel! But I am desperately waiting 
for Jesus like many other Muslims and 
Christians, and like yourself. 

England

Vertical Thought
Thank you for sending me my first 

issue of Vertical Thought magazine. 
A teacher of mine introduced this 
magazine, and I have been reading it 
from her copies since. It has given me 
answers to questions about life and 
has somehow built up my personality. 
Now that I have my own copy, I will 
be able to share it with my younger 
siblings and friends as well. 

Philippines

Letters to the Editor: Letters 
may be edited for length and clar-
ity. Comments and suggestions are 
welcome. Please let us know if you 
would like your name printed. Mail 
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027, 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or e-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.



■ Council of Elders Reports
Read past Council meeting 
reports at www.ucg.org/about/
council/updates.htm.

■ Web Site 
Updates
Want to find 
out what 
new items 
have been 
posted at 
the ucg.org 
Web site? Then visit the Web site 

Updates Web page at www.ucg.
org/about/news/ to view the new 
items for the past few weeks.

■ Sermon Transcripts
Would you rather read a sermon 
than hear a sermon? If so, then 
check out the various sermon 
transcripts available at www.ucg.
org/sermons/transcripts.htm.

■ UCG Commentary.
“Human Nature Complicates 
Environmental Restoration”
“The Far-Reaching Effects of al-

Qaeda on Europe and America”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

Featured Link
■ Vertical Thought Web 
Site includes 
the magazine, 
new content 
each week, 
Q&As and 
much more! 
verticalthought.org.

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org

16     UnitedNews  June 2007 United Church of God, an International Association

In Mexico they are called guayaberas. 
Dress pants and nice short-sleeve dress 
shirts are fine. If in doubt, a white shirt 
(short sleeve or long) with dress pants and 
dress shoes for services will be fine.

For women, a nice elegant informal 
dress code will be fine. Dress pants or 
coordinated casual suits are also fine. 
Small children can also wear nice informal 
clothes: boys, no tie, open shirt; girls, cool 
dresses or slacks. Please, no jeans, tennis 
shoes, T-shirts or shorts for services. 

Offerings: This year we will have 
to pay for our hall. An offering for this 
purpose is suggested and would be very 
much appreciated. 

Things	 to	 bring: This year Clyde 
Kilough and Leon Walker will be guest 
speakers, and some services will be in 
English. You will need to bring your own 
portable FM radio (with headphones and 
extra batteries) in order to receive the 
translation signal. You can get a portable 
FM radio for less than $20. Sunblock is a 
must. Please also bring a hymnal.

Larry Roybal

Feast in Scotland 
in 2008 Update

The Stirling, Scotland, Feast Web site 
is now available to register your inter-
est in attending the Feast in Scotland in 
2008. Our apologies for the delay. Please 
go to www.ucg.org.uk/feast2008 to reg-
ister your interest or e-mail feast2008@

ucg.org.uk with “Stirling 2008” in the 
subject line. Thank you!

Peter Hawkins

Phoenix East to 
Host July 21-22 
Women’s Weekend

 The Phoenix East, Arizona, congrega-
tion will host a women’s weekend July 21 
and 22 with the theme “The Gift of Godly 
Friendship” (1 Peter 4:8-10). The keynote 
speaker will be Dee Kilough with guest 
speakers from around the Southwest 
Region. Plans are for a weekend filled 
with seminars, activities, music, food, fun 
and plenty of opportunity for fellowship.

This year’s women’s weekend will 
be held at the beautiful Embassy Suites 
Hotel at I-17 and Greenway Road in 
North Phoenix. A combined Arizona 
church service will be held at 1 p.m. in 
the ballroom of the Embassy Suites Hotel 
with guest speaker Clyde Kilough.

For more information, visit the 
Phoenix Web site at www.ucgphoenix.
org/women/index.php or call Carolyn 
Sims at (480) 671-0541. The deadline 
for hotel registration is June 25.

Merrie Elliott

Calendar of Events
June 1-8: Leadership training in Chile.

June 12-22: Jim Franks visits Asia.
June 18-July 3: Peter Eddington and 

Clay Thornton tape in Germany, 
France and Italy for Feast video.

June 28-July 1: Bluegrass Family 
Fun Weekend, Sally Buffalo Park 
near Cadiz, Ohio, www.ucgnet.org/
wheeling/bluegrass.

July 15-17: Northeast Region ministerial 
conference, Richmond, Virginia, area.

July 21-22: Women’s Weekend, “The 
Gift of Godly Friendship,” Phoenix 
East, Arizona, www.ucgphoenix.org/
women/index.php.

July 21: Flint, Michigan, 40th Anniversary 
(see article, May issue, page 24).

July 21: Creation, Early Man and Noah’s 
Ark seminars by Arnold Mendez Sr., 
Pensacola, Florida, harold_rhodes@
ucg.org.

July 28: Ann Arbor, Michigan, 40th Anni-
versary (see article, May issue, page 24).

Aug. 5-8: Council of Elders meeting.
Aug. 10-12: Young adults’ weekend, 

Williams Bay, Wisconsin, contact 
gary_black@ucg.org.

Aug. 12: ABC graduation.
Aug. 19-21: Southeast Region ministerial 

conference, Atlanta, Georgia, area.
Aug. 20-24: ABC Continuing Educa-

tion seminars at the home office.
Sept. 2: Houston Music Festival (see 

article, February, page 16).
Nov. 11-13: Northwest Region ministeri-

al conference, Portland, Oregon, area.
Dec. 11-13: Council of Elders meeting.
Feb. 29-March 5, 2008: Council meeting.
May 18-19: GCE annual meeting.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

Here are the approved lists as adopted 
by the Doctrine Committee in February:

Doctrine Advisory Committee (voting 
members of committee): Richard Thomp-
son (chairman), Randy D’Alessandro, 
Kevin Epps, Bruce Gore, Ken Graham, 
Doug Johnson and Tom Kirkpatrick

Doctrine Advisory Committee 
(reviewers and writers): Wil Berg, Mike 
Blackwell, James Capo, John Elliott, Bob 
Fahey, Vernon Hargrove, Dave Johnson, 
Mark Mickelson, Steve Moody, Jim Ser-
vidio, Vince Szymkowiak, Larry Walker 
and Don Waterhouse.

Prophecy Advisory Committee (voting 
members of committee): David Register 
(chairman), Scott Ashley, Roger Foster, 
Ken Martin, Darris McNeely, Larry Neff 
and Melvin Rhodes.

Prophecy Advisory Committee 
(reviewers and writers): Wil Berg, Tom 
Kirkpatrick and Herb Teitgen.

The procedures for submitting a doc-
trinal paper or prophetic paper to the 
Church were sent to the elders, who 
were asked to share this information 
with members who may have a desire to 
submit such papers.

Ministerial Services would like to thank 
both Kevin Epps and Darris McNeely for 
their service as the previous chairmen of 
the two advisory committees.

Excerpted from March 29, 2007, Min-
isterial Services Newsletter and Journal.

Council Committee 
Being Divided

At the May 10 Council meeting, Joel 
Meeker, chairman of the Ethics, Roles and 
Rules Committee, reported on the progress 
toward the restructuring of that committee. 
Mr. Meeker presented the Council with a 
proposal to divide the current committee 
into two committees, “Ethics” and “Roles 
and Rules,” providing a list of the responsi-
bilities that would fall to each.  The Council 
voted unanimously in favor of a resolution 
to create the two new committees.

Don Henson

Ad Hoc Committee 
to Discuss Elder’s 
Forum Formed

Council Chairman Robert Dick asked 
Victor Kubik to chair an ad hoc Coun-
cil committee to address Elder’s Forum 
issues. (Elder’s Forum is an e-mail forum 
for sharing ideas among the elders who 
sign up to receive messages.) Mr. Kubik 
requested that Richard Thompson, Larry 
Salyer and Bill Eddington join him on the 
committee. 

The Council committee will appoint 
and work with a GCE advisory commit-
tee to create a questionnaire to survey the 
members of the GCE. From this survey’s 
results, these two bodies will be asked to 
make recommendations to the Council 
regarding the Elder’s Forum. It is hoped 
the committee will be able to provide 
the Council with a report and suggested 
actions by the August meetings.

The Council unanimously passed a 
resolution forming the ad hoc committee.

Don Henson

Acapulco Feast 
Update

Acapulco, Mexico, Feast coordinator 
Larry Roybal provided some additional 
information for those who are planning to 
attend in Acapulco. 

Registration:	If your plans to attend 
the Feast in Acapulco are fairly firm, 
please fill out the registration form on our 
Web page www.unidamex.org.mx. This 
form is for administration purposes only. 
We need to know how many people are 
planning to attend so that we can make 
plans to serve you better. If you can serve 
in any capacity, please also let us know.

Opening	night	message: The open-
ing night message will be at 8 p.m. at the 
hall across the street from the Club del Sol 
Hotel. All services will be held there, not at 
the hall at the Plaza Hotel. This hall is locat-
ed in the upper floor of the Plaza Bahía, just 
to the left of the Crowne Plaza Hotel.

Dress:	Dress for men is elegant infor-
mal; no need to bring any suits or ties. The 
typical dress is an open neck, short- or 
long-sleeve Hawaiian or safari-type shirt. 

Continued from page 2

On May 8, Steve Myers, chairman of the task force that is working to prepare a new 
Church hymnal, gave the Council of Elders an update on the status of the project. Mr. 
Myers commented that the task force established criteria for evaluating the current hym-
nal and suggested additions. The review criteria include seeking God’s inspiration in 
selecting hymns to praise Him and edify His people, text (including doctrinal accuracy), 
musical quality, musical accuracy and suitability. 

Mr. Myers commented that the task force had taken care to not include hymns that 
would be offensive to members, but pointed out that musical tastes and preferences are 
quite subjective, and members have had their own experiences with particular hymns.

Changes and corrections were made to a few hymns in the current hymnal to make 
them more acceptable. The task force has considered some 400 suggested additions to 
the hymnal and reviewed more than 200 original compositions from members.

The task force recommends publishing a 256-page hymnal that will include 194 
hymns, 68 of which will be new. The proposed selection includes 20 additional hymns 
composed by Dwight Armstrong and 21 written by past or present Church members.

The next major step in development of the hymnal is a doctrinal review, under the 
direction of Leon Walker, chairman of the Council’s Doctrine Committee. The produc-
tion and distribution schedule will be based on the completion of the review.

News
At a Glance

256-Page Hardback Hymnal Presented to Council


