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At a Glance

Council Reviews Progress, Looks Ahead

Ministers Visit Churches in Nigeria

by Todd O. Carey

Fred Kellers (senior pastor for Nigeria and pastor of the
Nashville and Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and Bowling
Green, Kentucky, congregations) and I had the opportuni-

ty to travel to Nigeria for the Spring Holy Days. We spent
our time in three locations: Lagos, Benin City and Ower-
ri. We arrived in the largest city, Lagos, on April 10 and I

Fred Kellers, Peter Aluyi and Todd Carey (seated, fourth, sixth and seventh from left) met with the
Sabbath Church of God in Owerri, Nigeria. Some of them want to join with United
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U.S. Ministerial
Transfers
Announced

Ministerial Services announced the
following changes and transfers to take
place over the summer:

Ken Graham will be filling the open
pastorate in the Bloomington, Canton
and Springfield, Illinois, area. 

Gary McConnaughey,a new hire cur-
rently attending ABC, will replace Mr.
Graham in the Cadillac, Grand Rapids
and Kalamazoo, Michigan, area.

Dale Schurter will be retiring in late
August. Paul Luecke will be replacing
him in the Bethlehem, Harrisburg and
Lewistown, Pennsylvia, area. 

Herb Teitgen will replace Mr. Luecke
in the Bismarck, Fargo and Rugby,
North Dakota, and Winnipeg, Manito-
ba, area. 

Mitch Knapp will replace Mr. Teitgen
in the Omaha, Nebraska; Des Moines,
Iowa; and Sioux Falls and Watertown,
South Dakota, area. 

Gary Black, a new hire, will replace
Mr. Knapp in the St. Paul, Minnesota,
and Eau Claire, Wisconsin, area.

Around the Feast of Trumpets,
Robin Webber and David Register
will trade places, with Mr. Webber
serving the San Diego and Loma Lin-
da, California, congregations, and
Mr. Register serving the Los Angeles
and Bakersfield, California, area.

First Portuguese
Sermon Recorded

While at the home office after the
General Conference of Elders meetings,
Jorge de Campos, an elder from Johan-
nesburg, South Africa, recorded a ser-
mon in Portuguese to be distributed to

Member Appeal Committees Established

by Don Henson

The Council of Elders discussed ways
to better preach the gospel and how to
increase funding for media, along with
many other items, in their regular quar-
terly meetings May 6 to 8. The first day
included reports from the Church’s trea-
surer, Tom Kirkpatrick, and president,
Roy Holladay. Mr. Holladay also led a
discussion on the subject of budget
resources for media operations.

Report From the Treasurer
Dr. Kirkpatrick’s report showed that

the income is on track to finish the fiscal
year very close to the 2002-03 budget.

He also introduced a proposed
change to the use of estate donations.
The Council had decided some 3 1/2
years ago that estate donations to Unit-
ed (unless otherwise designated) be
used for retirement purposes. Since
then the fund has accumulated approx-
imately $900,000. Dr. Kirkpatrick
asked the Council to consider that,
starting with the 2004-05 budget, the
Church’s discretionary assistance (used
primarily for retirement salaries and
health benefits) be maintained at its

current level of $525,000 per year and
that amounts needed above that figure
come from the retirement fund (i.e.,
from estate donations). Dr. Kirkpatrick
conservatively estimated that as the
retirement fund continues to grow,
using a portion of it in this manner
would allow the Church to maintain
discretionary assistance at the current
level for at least eight years and likely
much longer than that.

Council Chairman Clyde Kilough
remanded the suggestion to the retire-
ment task force, which will be reporting
to the Council at its August meetings on

a number of retirement and financial
matters.

Report From the President
Mr. Holladay gave updates on the

work and covered a wide variety of top-
ics. Some of the topics not covered else-
where in United News include the fol-
lowing.

To this point, the Church’s human
resources functions have been primari-
ly provided outside of the home office
through legal, insurance and payroll rep-

Since the member appeal process was
established, there has not been a Mem-
ber Appeal Committee (MAC). The
Expelled Elder Appeal Committee
(EEAC) was provisionally named to
serve in that capacity. Having had recent
elections for the EEAC, we now had a
list of available men
who were selected
by the General Con-
ference of Elders.

A meeting was
held for both com-
mittees May 2 before
the GCE. Gary
Antion, chairman of
the Ethics, Roles and
Rules Committee, and Robert Fahey,
chairman of the EEAC for the past four
years, were on hand with other mem-
bers of the EEAC to discuss process and
procedures for handling member appeal
cases. Handouts were available to orient
the new Member Appeal Committee

teams. The east team is
made up of Bruce Gore
(chairman), Graemme
Marshall, Vernon Har-
grove, Gary Evans and
Greg Thomas. The west
team consists of: David
Johnson (chairman),
Bruce Anderson, John
Cafourek, Richard Duncan and
Edmond Macaraeg.

Each MAC team will serve the needs
of the membership in their respective
parts of the country. Each team is made
up of at least two non-salaried elders and

one international representative. These
men have the respect of their fellow

elders as they have been named as can-
didates to the EEAC by the members of
the GCE.

The EEAC members were also given
a packet of material regarding their posi-
tion since there were two new members
selected.  Edward Smith and Larry Saly-

er are the new members added
while Dan Salcedo and Robert
Berendt were returned to the com-
mittee. Dan Salcedo was selected as
the new chairman of the EEAC
since Robert Fahey chose not to
allow his name to stand for an addi-
tional term on the committee. John
Bald also chose not to allow his

name to stand for the committee at this
year’s balloting. Both will be missed on
the committee and have our apprecia-
tion for their four years of service.
Robert Fahey did an outstanding job of
coordinating this committee.

The meetings con-
cluded with a better
understanding of the
gravity in serving
their fellow elders
and members on
these valuable com-
mittees.

Gary Antion

Database Lists
1,143 Musicians
■ Instrumental in preparing
special music for the Feast.

The UCGIA Musician Database
began as a suggestion by King Finlay, a
longtime elder and choir director, to
Allen Purdy at the Feast in 1997. After
approval by Dave Myers, then the
national special music coordinator, Mr.
Purdy began designing a database to
gather musician’s names, information
and abilities.

Today more than a thousand musi-
cians are listed, which helps in stream-
lining the preparation of special music
for U.S. and Canadian Feast sites. The
database also assists Steve Myers, the
national special music coordinator, in
finding and choosing special music coor-
dinators, adult choir directors, teen choir
directors, children’s choir directors and
instrumental directors for the Feast sites.

“All musicians are asked to fill out the
questionnaire in the Festival Planning
Brochure once, and then in future years
we’ll send a letter in the spring asking
musicians to inform us of their Feast
plans by simply returning a card,” said
Mr. Myers. This information is entered
into the database and provided to Mr.
Myers and to the directors. Mailing
labels are supplied so that music and
practice tapes can be sent to all volun-
teers during the summer.

“Thanks to Mr. Purdy’s hard work
and dedicated service, the database real-
ly helps us keep track of musical talent
in the Church and expedites Festival
music planning,” said Mr. Myers.  UN
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Portuguese members in several areas
around the world. 

Mr. de Campos, who traveled to his
native Portugal in April (see article in the

May issue, page 6), plans to record Por-
tuguese sermons monthly. He is also
working on a newsletter, Notícias
Unidas, that will contain translated items
from United News, letters and other
Church publications.

Flood of Lit
Requests From
Croatia a Surprise

The United Church of God–British
Isles has recently been surprised to
receive more than 100 literature requests
from the Eastern European nation of
Croatia,as well as an increase in requests
from a number of other Balkan nations
such as Bosnia, Serbia, Macedonia,
Romania and Slovakia. Some of the
responses informed us that their source
was a Croatian-language Web site
(www.besplatne-stvari.com) that had a
link to the UCGIAsite and mentioned the
free religious literature available there!

For several weeks we were listed
clearly on the Web site’s home page as
United Church of God (with the title in
English,but all the rest in Croatian). This
reference to UCG has now been moved
farther down the site, and the responses
have diminished to a slow trickle. 

The interesting thing is that the litera-
ture items requested were very diverse,
and did not appear to be just a desire for
lots of free material, as a means of help-
ing the recipients to improve their Eng-
lish skills. Among the requests from
Croatia itself, there were 18 GN sub-
scription requests,18 for the Bible Study
Course, 9 for World News & Prophecy
and 19 for a GN gift copy. Also includ-
ed were 82 requests for various booklets.
The variety of these requests indicated
that the individuals had looked closely
at the list on our Web site, and chosen
according to their specific interests, not
merely ticked whatever came first. 

We are doing our best to fill these
requests within the constraints of our
postage budget.

Jan Schroeder

Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address
changes to United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA (except as listed below): United Church of God, 
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. 
E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God—Australia, 
GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia.
Phone: 0755 202-111  Fax: 0755 202-122

BAHAMAS: United Church of God, P.O. Box N8873, Nassau,
Bahamas. Phone: (242) 324-3169  Fax: (242) 364-5566

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God—British Isles, P.O.
Box 705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. 
Phone: 020-8386-8467  Fax: 01257-453978

CANADA: United Church of God–Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station

D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966,
(800) 338-7779  Fax: (905) 876-0569  E-mail: info@ucg.ca

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 10-577, Nadi, Fiji.
Phone: 723-678

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Église de Dieu Unie—France,
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, 
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636  Fax:
0228-9454637  E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale
187, 24100 Bergamo, Italy. Mobile phone: 338-4097919  Fax:
(+39) 035-452.16.26   E-mail: redazione@labuonanotizia.org

MALAWI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. E-mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.O.
Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22,
Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO,
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 241-0150
Cell/Text: (+63) 0918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Forenade Kyrka, P.O. Box 705,
Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England.

SOUTH AFRICA: United Church of God, Southern Africa,
P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South
Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694. E-mail: rsa@ucg.org

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796
TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 127,

Nuku’alofa, Tonga.
ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. E-mail: zambia@ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 3393,
Paulington, Mutare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 09 263 20 68102
E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, has
a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The address
http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s Canadian Web
site, http://www.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site,
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site,
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web site,
http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site and
http://www.ucgrsa.org the Southern Africa Web site.
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resentatives. After input from the home
office management team, Mr. Holladay
has appointed Matthew Fenchel to coor-
dinate human resources issues that
require attention at the home office. 

The Council has already approved the
appropriation of $15,000 to the East
Texas congregation of United toward the
building of a church building, leaving
$35,000 still available for that purpose
in the 2002-03 budget. Since no other
congregation has requested assistance,
the East Texas congregation has formal-
ly requested the balance of the funds be
contributed toward their effort. After dis-
cussions with Richard Pinelli and Dr.
Kirkpatrick, Mr. Holladay suggested to
the Council that they be given those
funds if there is no other request and if
there is not a greater financial need else-
where.

Mr. Holladay also updated the Coun-
cil on progress on the “Council Man-
dates for the President,” including:

• In June the management team will
discuss initial ideas for the use of com-
mercial television and bring forward its
suggestions to the Council in the August
or December meetings.

• Preparation is underway for the
next round of the ministerial/pastoral
training program late this summer.

• There will be a Festival planning
team, which will coordinate Feast of
Tabernacles planning to help it be as
effective and efficient as possible.

• The Ministerial Education Task
Force began producing articles for the
Ministerial Quarterly in the fall of 2002
and will continue to provide material to
help improve the effectiveness of the
ministry.

• Steve Myers will coordinate the
development of a hymnal supplement,
which should be available for use by this
year’s Feast of Tabernacles.

• A sermon video on the subject of
the Sabbath is being prepared.

• A process for annual performance
reviews for home office employees is
nearly complete.

• The home office is completing the
production of a procedures manual to
document the various responsibilities
and tasks of employees.

The final point of Mr. Holladay’s pre-
sentation resulted in a lengthy discussion
on the topic of the media operations bud-
get. The discussion continued the rest of
the morning and was resumed in the
afternoon, following a two-hour execu-
tive session. 

Mr. Holladay expressed that adequate
funding for public proclamation and
Good News subscriber development is
an ongoing challenge. Since the renew-
al rate for waiting rooms was lower than
anticipated, the print run will be below
the 500,000-circulation target. Media
operations management proposed that
additional funds be added to the budget
to bring the subscription level back to
500,000.

The proposal generated many ques-
tions and comments from Council
members. At the end of the discussion
Mr. Holladay concluded that the home
office management team will collabo-
rate with the Council’s finance commit-
tee (Aaron Dean,chairman) to bring for-
ward suggestions as to how to proceed.
Mr. Kilough asked that the report be giv-
en to the Council before the August
meetings if possible. 

Wedneday, May 7, the Council
reviewed the just completed Annual
Meeting of the General Conference of
Elders. For the balance of the morning,
Carmelo Anastasi, director of the Italian
National Council of the United Church
of God, Italy, gave an overview of the
work of the Church in Italy. The after-
noon started with a one-hour executive
session, followed by a discussion on the
tone and writing style of Church publi-
cations.

Review of the Annual GCE
Dave Register, Southwest regional

pastor, chaired a task force which made
the basic plans for this year’s GCE meet-
ing. Mr. Register and several members
of the task force were present for the dis-
cussion. Mr. Kilough complimented
them for a job well done and for the help
they provided to the Council and the
General Conference. He then gathered
comments and suggestions from the
Council and visitors.

Mr. Register said that one of the
objectives was to increase attendance,
which he felt was accomplished. Atten-

dance this year was 393 (225 elders and
168 wives) compared to 307 in 2002
(190 elders and 117 wives).

Mr. Register listed some preliminary
suggestions that are already under con-
sideration for next year’s conference,
including:

• Request that the Council approve a
theme by its August meeting, to give the
task force more time to prepare.

• Consider ways to help sponsor
some elders so they will be able to
attend.

The Council voted unanimously in
favor of a motion to retain the GCE
meeting task force to coordinate the
2004 meeting and that Dave Register
again chair the task force. Mr. Register
will bring to the Council a list of recom-
mended members for the task force.

Report on Italian Work
Carmelo Anastasi, an elder and the

director of the National Council of the
United Church of God, Italy, gave a
report to the Council on the work of the
Church in Italy.

The United Church of God, Italy,con-
sists of a total of 36 baptized members,
21 prospective members and 14 chil-
dren. There are congregations in Milan
and Catania. There are also Bible study
groups in Naples, Padova, Florence and
Rome. There are two elders in Italy—
Mr. Anastasi and Angelo Di Vita, both
of whom were ordained in 1996. 

Mr. Anastasi mentioned that UCG-
Italy is listed in the current printing of an
encyclopedia of religions in Italy, includ-
ed in a section on the Adventist move-
ment. The editors have apparently
researched United by going to its Web
site. The description is positive and
includes an accurate description of
major doctrinal beliefs. 

The National Council of the Church
in Italy consists of five men, including
the two elders and Enzo Alfieri (secre-
tary), Giacomo Pizzuto and Salvatore
Anastasi. It is the firm intent of the Ital-
ian National Council to work in unity
with the UCGIA, Mr. Anastasi said.

Preaching the Gospel
The afternoon meetings started with a

one-hour executive session. For the rest
of the afternoon Mr. Kilough led a con-

tinuation of a discussion from the Coun-
cil meetings in March on the topics of
preaching the gospel and the Church’s
media efforts. The focus of the talks cen-
tered on defining the term evangelism,
the Church’s target audience and the
voice, tone and personality of our media
efforts.

The Council was given a 36-page
summary of the results of a brainstorm-
ing session held in February 2003 by
several Council members and represen-
tatives of United’s media efforts. The
purpose of the session was to bring to
the Council some philosophical, con-
ceptual and specific suggestions regard-
ing our printed media. The Council can
ultimately use those suggestions and
ideas to formulate specific policies.

The Council also discussed defining
the target audience for United’s publica-
tions. Peter Eddington commented that
our primary target audience has proven
to be those 45 years and older because
that group is most responsive to our
broad-based advertising campaigns. 

There was much discussion about
how to reach and appeal to a younger
audience. Mr. Eddington reported that
he and Randy Stiver, pastor in Eugene,
Oregon, have nearly finished some
mock-ups of three samples of “first con-
tact” literature targeted at a younger
audience. Mr. Kilough asked that those
samples be provided for Council review
at the August meetings.

Mr. Horchak pointed out that when
United first started we were in the mode
of defending our beliefs. We had a great
deal of substance but we lacked the emo-
tional appeal. We need to maintain sub-
stance, but add more emotion. Scott
Ashley, managing editor of The Good
News,agreed,adding that while our style
has been to reach the head, we need to
also reach the heart. 

Mr. Kilough said that we’re good at
what we do, but our writing style needs
to be more compelling. We shouldn’t
stop doing what we do well,but we need
to add to it. Jesus used stories and news
events and turned them into lessons.

Mr. Kilough thanked the Council
for its input and help. In future meet-
ings there will be much more to dis-

“Council,” continued from page 1

See “Council,” page 6

Jorge de Campos records first
Portuguese sermon in the home
office radio studio May 9 (photo by
Peter Eddington)
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Ministers Spend Memorable Holy Days in Nigeria

got my first taste of driving habits in
Nigeria! Driving in Lagos is challeng-
ing,and that’s putting it nicely. There are
few lines designating traffic lanes, so
everything is open season. There are
cars, motorcycles, scooters, people
walking and people selling—all in the
same area. If you hit a “go slow,” their
term for a traffic jam, you are permitted
to cross over the median into oncoming
traffic to get around! 

Everyone rides everyone else’s
bumper and side view mirrors from dif-
ferent cars constantly make contact with
one another. It takes nerves of steel and
a little luck to drive there. Did I say there
are people everywhere? Men, women
and children crowd the streets (there are
few sidewalks). Yet through all this, our
taxi driver managed to maneuver his
way up and down busy streets and deliv-
er us to our hotel.

Unemployment is widespread and
two thirds of the Nigerian people earn
less than a dollar a day. The naira,which
is the currency of Nigeria, is quite weak
compared to the U.S. dollar.

In the midst of all the confusion,
humanity and hardship, you find God’s
people.

Lagos Leadership Club and
Baptisms

Due to the national elections, we had
to hold Sabbath services on Friday
evening. The only people allowed out on
Saturday were those registered to vote.
We had about 40 people in attendance
Friday evening, and Mr. Kellers and I
gave brief messages. We were then ush-

ered off to the hotel, as it is not safe to
travel the streets of Lagos at night, and
the brethren were obviously concerned
for our welfare.

We woke up early on Sunday morn-
ing and off we went to Leadership Club.
We participated in a topics discussion
followed by four speeches. I was asked
to evaluate the speaking session. 

We had lunch, and then Mr. Kellers
and I were privileged to baptize seven
people from the Lagos congregation.
Three of those baptized were under the
age of 20. After the baptisms and laying

on of hands, we took pictures with the
new “family” members. It was a very
uplifting and emotional day for all the
participants. After the baptisms, we had
a board meeting with several of the lead-
ing men in the congregation. 

Mr. Kellers and I both suffered from
jet lag with the five-hour (six-hour in his
case) time difference. We kept waking
up at odd hours of the night and getting
tired during the day. This did not take
away from the excitement and anticipa-
tion of keeping the Holy Days with our
Nigerian brethren. 

Nigeria has its own share of chal-
lenges. Power outages in Lagos were
routine, which meant getting used to
warm rooms. The brethren have learned
to live with it. 

On Monday,April 14,Mr. Kellers left
for Benin City to officiate over the
Passover and Unleavened Bread ser-
vices, while I prepared for the Holy
Days in Lagos. Passover was moving
and inspiring. 

It doesn’t take long before you have
the warm feeling that you’ve known the
brethren of Nigeria all your life. The first
thing people would say to me was,
“You’re welcome, sir,” which means,
welcome to Nigeria, and enjoy yourself.
The brethren would ask about my wife,
Gloria, and my sons, and how I slept last
night. This was followed by, “This is
your first trip to Nigeria?”

There is a spirit of hospitality and
compassion among the people there that
causes you to forget the difficult condi-
tions they contend with on a daily basis,
which I call “the struggle to eke out a liv-
ing.” Passover was really special for our
seven newest members. 

First Day of UB
We began services a little later than

normal due to people getting caught in
“go slows,” (traffic jams) that can take
hours to unravel. Because it is a part of
their everyday life, the brethren deal
with it as a minor inconvenience. The
brethren certainly make a joyful noise
during the song service and, since it is
such a challenge to get to the meeting

hall and people enjoy fellowship,we had
two services on the first Holy Day. 

The vast majority of the brethren
don’t own a vehicle, so when they’re
able to get out to fellowship, they make
the most of their fellowship! The
brethren are quite responsive, some-
times finishing the last part of a scripture
before I do. Then came lunch. Many of
the people live below the poverty level,
but some brethren in the United States
provided meals for the Holy Days as a
gift.

The attendance actually increased for
the second message as some people
finally made it through the traffic. It was
a little sad as everyone said their
farewells and posed for photos. This was
also the time we exchanged snail mail
and E-mail addresses. Most of the
younger people have access to the Inter-

net either on their job or at university. 
Mr. Kellers had positive reports on

keeping the Passover in Benin City. He
also baptized several people while visit-
ing there.

On April 18, Mr. Kellers and I
switched cities. I took an adventurous
journey to Benin City, and then he
returned to Lagos. I had heard Mr.
Kellers tell of the roads (or lack thereof)
leading to Benin City, and the check-
points along the way. These stories
became reality in a hurry!

The Adventurous Trip to
Benin City

Lagos is big and crowded, so as we
journeyed eastward, it was refreshing to
see the countryside and open space.
Then the checkpoints began! Between
Lagos and Benin City we went through
14 checkpoints. Of the 14, we paid
guards at two in order to proceed.

The soldiers and police carry AK-47
assault rifles—the ones that are banned
in the United States. It is all about pow-
er and authority with some of these men,
and intimidation is always close by.
Samuel, a member from Lagos who
traveled just about everywhere with me,
took the lead and was my spokesperson
when we came upon a checkpoint. He
would get out of the car and inform the
head officer that he was traveling to
Benin City with a minister. 

At one checkpoint I was sitting in the
backseat as this was all going on, while
the taxi driver displayed all his registra-
tion material and license. Then Samuel
poked his head in the window and told
me to get out of the car too. The soldier
asked what we had in the boot (trunk),
and then asked me to unlock my luggage
for inspection. I opened my green duffel
bag, and he poked around.

While this was going on, I was think-
ing how pleasant it was out there. We
were in the middle of nowhere,but there
was a nice breeze blowing through the
trees. I could have been on a back road
in Virginia. He poked at one of my san-
dals,which seemed to satisfy his curios-
ity, and he told me to close it up. In the
meantime,Samuel had gone up to one of
the other guards who was from his tribe
and they were carrying on a conversa-
tion in their native tongue. I thought to
myself, “Welcome to Nigeria!”

We proceeded on, passing more
checkpoints and traversing challenging
parts where the road would just end. You
would come to craters where water had
washed away the road—years ago! Old
cars and buses litter the highway, many
burned out and stripped for parts. 

When it is time to get fuel, you have
two choices: the Total Petrol Station, or
the black market. The black market fuel
is cheaper, but you have no idea where
these men with 10-gallon plastic con-
tainers and hoses obtained it. You use it
at your own risk. 

Samuel got out of our car at the petrol
station and was gone for almost 30 min-

utes. I began to worry about him. He was
pleading our case since those who paid
bribes were being allowed to cut in line.
Then the rain entered the fray. A torren-
tial downpour ensued, and the cavalier
fellows did not wish to pump the gas
while it was raining. Again I was sitting
in a car wet from sweat, wondering
when this nightmare would end. 

Then the streets began to flood. I
mean flood,as in water coming into your
car! People waded through the water as
best they could, and I was thinking,
What type of bacteria are they picking
up now? Finally, after two hours and 15
minutes of waiting, we rolled up to the
pump for fuel. But this is a slight wait.
Some people wait as long as six hours to
get petrol in parts of Benin City due to a
fuel shortage.

We finally arrived at the hotel a few
hours late and Mr. Kellers and Israel

Igdaliah, one of our members in Benin
City, had been worried about us. We
couldn’t talk long because Mr. Kellers
had to make it back to Lagos in time for
services that night. I told him I would see
him on the 24th in Owerri to visit the
Sabbath Church of God. There was lit-
tle time for me to relax for I had to get
myself ready for services too. Peter
Aluyi, a deacon in the Benin City con-
gregation, arrived with some bug spray
and a dish of freshly cut pineapple!

Benin City’s congregation is smaller
than our congregation in Lagos. We had
18 people show up for services Friday
evening, but the people were inspired
and it was a joy to sit with the members
and learn more about them. We again
shared some unleavened bread. Every-
one appeared excited about celebrating
the Last Day of Unleavened Bread. 

Last Day of UB
Mr. Aluyi picked me up at 9:40 and

took me to the hall, which was only
about two miles away. The congregation
meets in a large hall near a school. The
electricity in Nigeria cuts off constantly,
and the brethren must rely on generators
and batteries as a backup. We are blessed
to have a hall that is well ventilated, and
we welcomed the cross breeze. 

There is a humility about the brethren
of Nigeria that can serve as a great exam-
ple for those of us living in safer parts of
the world. Living in almost intolerable

conditions, they maintain an easygoing
nature while realizing the great blessing
bestowed on the United States, Europe
and other nations. 

The Trip to Owerri
Mr. Igdaliah arrived a little after 8:30

the next morning for our trip to Owerri.
I prayed for a safe journey and no fre-
quent stops at checkpoints. The taxi
arrived and we were off. 

It was great seeing Mr. Kellers again,
but we had little time to talk as Romanus
Okere,a leader of the Sabbath Church of
God, was visiting with him. 

The Sabbath Church of God
We arrived at the hall used by the Sab-

bath Church of God at 10 a.m. It is a
school hall with built-in blackboards for
walls and writing. They were happy to
see us. They even had a banner in our
honor. The people are very outgoing,
and it comes across in the worship ser-
vice. Bright colors were everywhere,
and the people sang out. As Mr. Kellers
and I got up to speak, Mr. Okere trans-
lated for us, since some in the congrega-
tion do not understand English very
well. After services we went out to take
pictures with the congregation. 

We then fielded questions about
United’s beliefs and answered ques-
tions from the congregation about such
things as men and earrings, women
wearing clothing pertaining to a man,
why we don’t mention the name Jeho-
vah in our prayers and what the Bible
means by a woman covering her head.
We stayed until nearly 4 o’clock, so it
was like a Holy Day without lunch. We
also blessed two little children.

We spent Sunday morning counsel-
ing with some of the members and vis-
iting with Mr. Okere. We then went to
Mr. Okere’s home and he served us a
traditional Nigerian lunch, with fruit
and an African salad. We talked a little
about the plight of the Sabbath Church
of God, and reminded him that we want
to take our time. He then took us on a
stroll through his village, which was
very exciting. 

The Boeing 737 took us to Lagos in
45 minutes. It would have taken us
nearly 11 hours by car on awful roads.
Following lunch we counseled with
brethren for the rest of the afternoon
and early evening until 8 p.m. 

We were up early the next day, and
another family dropped by to have their
son anointed. Dr. Akin-Ogundeji, who
serves in the Lagos congregation,
dropped by, as did three other mem-
bers, and we spent much of the after-
noon talking about a possible Feast site
and potential people who could one day
serve as leaders in the congregation. 

Mr. Kellers and I agreed it was a very
profitable trip. We appreciate the prayers
of the brethren worldwide for our mem-
bers in Nigeria and other nations facing
unrest, that they might continue to wor-
ship God in peace and unity.  UN

Baptisms in Benin City: Michelle
Forson, Mrs. Bridget Aghimien and
her daughters, Forstina and Deborah 

Baptisms in Lagos (from left): Innocent
Nwabunwanne, Oluwafunmilayo Alimi,
Fred Kellers, Oluwanisola Alade, Kayode
Israel Ogundipe, Abiodun Esther
Fapohunda, Todd Carey, Samuel Jide
Fapohunda, Toluwalope Akin-Ogundeji

“Nigeria,” continued from page 1
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Don’t Defile the Temple!
■ How should we conduct
ourselves in the house of
God—His Church? God’s
Word tells us how to act for
the maximum benefit of all
the members and new
people He is calling.
by Robert Berendt

Much has been written in Scripture
about the precise specifications and
proper uses of God’s tabernacle and
temple. Several times the temple was
defiled or destroyed before the final
destruction in A.D. 70. So far no temple
building has been built to the God of
Israel since that destruction.

A Spiritual Temple
However, since the time of Christ, the

Bible tell us that the people making up
the Body of Christ have become the
Temple in God’s sight. Ephesians 2:19-
22 says: “Now, therefore, you are no
longer strangers and foreigners, but fel-
low citizens with the saints and members
of the household of God, having been
built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets,Jesus Christ Himself being
the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole
building,being fitted together,grows into
a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you
also are being built together for a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”

Paul was concerned about how a
member of the Body of Christ conduct-
ed himself or herself. He wrote in 1 Tim-
othy 3:15: “But if I am delayed, I write
so that you may know how you ought to
conduct yourself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the truth.”

Each converted person has a respon-
sibility to act properly in the Temple.
The Scriptures are filled with many
admonitions that tell us how God
expects us to act. Paul mentioned some
of them to Timothy in the preceding
verses, and gave such instructions in all
the congregations he served. 

The Straight and Narrow
The people of Israel did not learn the

lessons God intended, and their excuse
could be that they were not led by God’s
Holy Spirit. We have no such excuse,
and therefore the judgment is more seri-
ous. It is human to let things slip at times.
We can get tired and it does take energy
to keep “walking the strait and narrow.”
But the result of drifting can be deadly.
It is much like falling asleep while you
are steering your car down a freeway at
100 miles an hour. That can lead to
death—in our case, eternal death. We
cannot and must not let that happen.

God inspired Paul to write some very
strong and powerful words that we
ought to heed. We cannot just take things
lightly when it comes to our action as the
children of the Creator of this great uni-
verse. The precious blood of Christ has
been shed for us and we have accepted
that sacrifice. It behooves us to show our
respect and thankfulness in our conduct.

The benefits of conduct that pleases
God are enormous. The result of rebel-
lion or carelessness can cost us dearly. In
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 Paul wrote: “Do
you not know that you are the temple of
God and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you? If anyone defiles the temple of God,
God will destroy him. For the temple of
God is holy, which temple you are.”

Remembering this admonition is
vital. When I was teaching people to
drive safely, I would give similar warn-

ings about falling asleep at the wheel. I
only wanted people to live and enjoy the
freedom of travel safely. God only has
loving,good intentions for His children. 

God has called His children together
in a group that we call a church. We are
to benefit and learn from attending with
the people God has called. Our every
action ought to be for the edification and
improvement of that body.

Ephesians 4:1-3 admonishes us: “I,
therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you to walk worthy of the call-
ing with which you were called, with all
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuf-
fering, bearing with one another in love,
endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.”Our Temple
experience is to be one of finding a
haven of rest and peace. We ought to be
meeting friends who are reliable, kind,
loving and devoted to God.

We come to the Church for comfort,
edification and encouragement. 

Removing Rough Edges
The stone blocks used to construct the

physical temple of Solomon’s time were
shaped in a quarry and then brought and
set in place (1 Kings 6:7). There was to
be no “hammer, chisel or any iron tool”
heard used at the actual temple site. The
stones had to be carefully and perfectly
cut and prepared before they were
brought to the site.

Christians learn many lessons on the
first six days of the week. Spiritual bat-
tles are waged and rough edges are
removed. When we come together on
the Sabbath day to honor God, there
ought not to be the noise of construction.
It ought to be a peaceful and happy time.
Strife and ungodly behavior ought not
to be seen. The Sabbath is a time for
learning and fellowship, as well as the

worship of our Creator and Savior.
Ephesians 4:11-12 explains:“And He

Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, for the equipping
of the saints for the work of ministry for
the edifying of the body of Christ.” In
the Body God has placed various ones in
responsible positions. The intention of
God is to teach and equip the saints for
service to Him and to mankind. Church,
then, is a learning experience. 

In every congregation there are some
who are more mature and stronger than
others. There are new people coming
into the group. The stronger and more
mature members have a responsibility
to give the newcomers a positive expe-
rience (Romans 15:1-2). In time Chris-
tians grow and mature until they, too,are
strong and able to help others who are
just beginning to learn this way of life.
God’s plan is mirrored in the way par-
ents nurture and help children until the
children grow to adulthood. 

Removing Stumbling Blocks
Romans 14 has much to say about the

responsibility we have one to another.
Control of our comments, suggestions
and criticisms is paramount. We need to
practice in order to speak with wisdom
and a kind tongue. Verse 13 says:
“Therefore let us not judge one another
anymore, but rather resolve this, not to
put a stumbling block or a cause to fall
in our brother’s way.” I cannot stress
enough how vital it is for us to under-
stand and live by this simple and yet
eternally important concept. 

We are commanded to come together
as brothers and sisters of Christ, and of
one another, in our local congregations.
If we can examine our own conduct at
services, we would be doing a good

thing—good for ourselves and a bless-
ing for others, which is pleasing to God. 

When we study the Scriptures with
this concept in mind (that we are enter-
ing the Temple —a holy place), great
truths will literally jump out at us. It is
not easy to hold up a mirror to oneself. 

James emphasizes the need to control
the tongue. Paul says a lot about our
interaction with one another. The book
of 1 Timothy tells us what leaders of the
Church are to be like. 

Peter states things very simply: “And
above all things have fervent love for one
another, for ‘love will cover a multitude
of sins’” (1 Peter 4:8). John said:
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11).
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:13: “And
now abide faith, hope, love, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.”

The word love is agape in Greek. It is
the special outgoing concern that God
shows for mankind and all His Creation.
We are to learn that agape and reflect it
in our actions one with another.

Converted people are members of the
Body of Christ every minute of every
hour of every day—not just the Sabbath.
Our conduct ought to reflect that. God is
glorified or disgraced by our conduct. 

It is a little sobering, but we had bet-
ter realize how large the stakes are and
how important it is to get busy and work
on ourselves. Walking in Christ’s foot-
steps and worshiping God is part of our
life every day—not only on the Sabbath.
God is looking for those who cherish His
purpose of life and who search for Him.
If we love Him and if we love Christ,
John says we will keep His command-
ments and His Word (1 John 2:3-6).

Let us take the admonition seriously
to learn how to conduct ourselves in the
house of God—which is the Church. UN

■ Fatherhood is tough. It
takes a real man to
demonstrate the care and
concern required.
by Mike Miller

Every year the United States sets
aside a day as Father’s Day. But in spite
of that gesture,many assume that fathers
are not really necessary today. Father-
hood takes a real beating in our society.

It takes a real man to be a good father.
Let’s consider the ideals of true father-
hood. Understanding fatherhood may
even help  us understand more clearly our
relationship with our Heavenly Father.

Results Are Not Positive
We increasingly see people analyzing

society’s results from an amoral point of
view. Many, though, still get married in

a religious ceremony,and so they should
be concerned with what God has to say
about the subject. 

God reveals that marriage is a divine
institution He created (Matthew 19:4-6).
Certainly the ideal of fatherhood should
be within the institution of marriage. We
believe marriage portrays a spiritual rela-
tionship, as does fatherhood. 

But the statistics are not encouraging.
The National Fatherhood Institute says:

• 70 percent of long-term prison
inmates grew up in homes with no father
present.

• 75 percent of homes with no father
experience poverty. Only 20 percent do
so when there is a father present.

• 21 million American children live
in a fatherless home. In 1960 it was 8
million.

Society does very little to educate
young people towards effective father-
hood within marriage. We must choose
to do something different.

We are engaged in an ideological war.
Real men are needed as much as they are
in any war. Mothers and potential moth-
ers want real men. 

Real men don’t neglect the responsi-
bility of fatherhood. “Unwed” fathers
are often the undiscussed factor in the
“unwed mother” situation. 

To the unmarried potential fathers I
say: Do not be discouraged from
upholding God’s standard (1 Corinthi-
ans 6:18-20). Save your sexual relation-
ships for the mother of your children, in
marriage. Be strong and courageous.

To Married Fathers
One purpose of a godly marriage is to

portray the relationship of Christ and the
Church. “Husbands, love your wives,
just as Christ loved the church, and gave
himself up for her to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water
through the word, and to present her to
himself as a radiant church,without stain

or wrinkle or any other blemish,but holy
and blameless. In this same way hus-
bands ought to love their wives as their
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself . . . This is a profound mystery—
but I am talking about Christ and the
Church” (Ephesians 5:25-28, 32, NIV).

Thomas Jefferson said, “May I never
get too busy in my own affairs that I fail
to respond to the needs of others with
kindness and compassion.”

A big factor for real men in marriage
is the use of time! Detachment and too
much “business” will stifle the life right
out of marriage. We can choose to do
things that give life or things that smoth-
er it. Life flourishes where we have a
positive devotion to it.

Love is a life-sustaining force! Real
men know this. Husbands love your
wives: for your name’s sake, for your
children’s sake, for appreciation and
support of God’s plan and purpose for
fatherhood.

Women are sensitive. They sense it
when someone is not looking out for
their welfare. They receive the gifts we

give. They endure, too often, the neglect
they receive in their attachments to men.

Real men have a highly developed
sense of care, concern and obligation to
sustain and provide for the needs, espe-
cially the emotional needs,of their wives
and children.

God is involved in this issue. His
Word says we are not free to do as we
please. Real men are commanded to
love their wives, to nurture and care for
their children in ways some have mis-
takenly labeled as “women’s work.”

There are some real men left today
that we should celebrate, not only on
Father’s Day, but also every day. All of
us, men and women, young and old,
married and unmarried, should work to
promote fatherhood in every way we
can. We must work in such a way that
more real men are produced in the
future. Let’s celebrate and promote the
conditions, attitudes, actions and ideals
of real fatherhood! UN

Mike Miller is a deacon in the
Phoenix Northwest,Arizona,congrega-
tion.

“Real Men” and Fatherhood
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First Impressions
“By this all will know that you are My disciples,

if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).
I was on a job interview thousands of miles from

home when I visited the Cincinnati East congrega-
tion for the first time. I admit I’m a bit shy in new
situations,but that melted away as I was welcomed
by a beaming Ed Smith. Mr. Smith,a longtime elder
who many throughout the Church know as the
cheerful song leader on the GCE Sabbath phone
hookups, is even more friendly in person. His greet-
ing is genuine, his interest sincere, his laughter
infectious. How could anyone not feel welcome
with Mr. Smith around!

We can’t all be Mr. Smith, but we can all
make a concerted
effort to welcome
any visitors, whether
United members or
brand-new people just
learning about the
Sabbath and other bib-
lical truths. 

What are some tips
for making visitors feel
welcome at church?
What can we do to avoid making a bad first impres-
sion? Your suggestions are welcome! We’d like to
print your ideas and stories in a future issue.

Mike Bennett

Not Ashamed to Say, “Oh,
How I Love Your Law!”

Let’s stand up for the Ten Commandments! With
all the antilaw preaching, let’s not be intimidated
into hiding our light. God places great emphasis on
the wisdom, love and beauty of His holy laws, and
so must we.

What is the longest chapter in the Bible—Psalm
119—about? David is praising God’s laws (includ-
ing the Commandments) and His Word. God would
want us to have the same heartfelt attitude and
enthusiasm. Since God enables us to understand
His Commandments,we can have great confidence
and satisfaction in explaining them. When someone
asks about our church,one good answer is this: “We
believe the Bible is the Word of God,and we believe
in obeying all of the Ten Commandments.” This
gives the person something simple to think about
that often leads to a positive discussion.

In our previous congregations, we printed busi-
ness cards that all the members could carry that
gave facts about our church,phone numbers,etc. To
summarize what we teach and practice, the back of
the card read:

• Preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God.
• Teaching the Ten Commandments as a way of

life.
• Reaching out in fellowship, service and love.
The Ten Commandments can be taught on all

levels of understanding and as deeply as anyone
would like to go.

What else did God write in stone with His finger?
What else did He speak so all the Israelites could
hear Him? What other words were kept in the ark
of the covenant? What summarizes the answers to
virtually all of the world’s problems? What is the
core of what God writes in the hearts and minds of
His people? God has certainly put the spotlight on
the Ten Commandments!

The Ten Commandments are famous! In fact, if
someone wants to specify several “command-
ments” about anything, he often chooses 10 so he
can say “the Ten Commandments about such-and-
such.” It is something that almost everyone can
relate to. Things often are graded on a scale of 1 to
10—with the best being “a perfect 10.” The Ten
Commandments are the real “perfect 10!”

We can capitalize on the publicity that oth-
ers are giving the Ten Commandments. At
least one group publishes book covers for text-
books with the Ten Commandments on them.
Judge Roy Moore has become quite a con-
troversial figure for insisting on the Ten Com-
mandments in his courtroom and in the lobby
of his courthouse. Various preachers will occa-
sionally preach on the validity and value of the Ten
Commandments. 

In spite of all the publicity, there is a giant need
for education about the Ten Commandments. Most
people can’t name all 10, and there is woeful igno-
rance about their meanings and applications. We
can all help to fill that need.

Let’s not be shy about boldly proclaiming, “Oh,
how I love Your law!”

Don Hooser

The Ultimate Father
I never knew my father. As a child I always felt

something was missing as I watched my friends
with their fathers.

Twelve years ago I learned the truth and became
a practicing Christian. I was brought up in main-
stream Christianity, but as you all know, there is a
world of difference.

I am now middle-aged, but there is no longer
“something missing.” I was contemplating this fact
the other day and realized it is because I do now
have a Father and, unlike a physical father:

• I can talk with Him at any time of the day or
night. I have confidence in knowing that He is
always there for me.

• He has given me a precious handbook that
teaches me how to live and what to eat.

• He does not need to chastise me as He has giv-
en me a conscience.

• He forgives me every time I sin,provided I ask
His forgiveness. He does not get angry or sulk. He
forgives me unconditionally.

• He heals me when I am sick. He has done this
on two occasions, one to the astonishment of the
hospital staff.

• When I ask Him to help my family and friends
through trials, He does.

• Finally,He doesn’t show favoritism. I have the
same trials as non-Christians, because to be other-
wise would show I was being a Christian for what
I can get, and somehow devalue being a Christian.
However, my Father in heaven is there to help and
guide me through my trials.

Dawn Wayne
Tonbridge, England, congregation

Diplomacy Begins at
Home

Back in 1973, the Royal Bank of Canada pub-
lished a collection of some of its monthly letters in
a little book called The Family: Cradle of Culture,
Strength of the Nation, Stronghold of Civilization.
It included some interesting tips, such as these from
the chapter “Diplomacy in the Home”:

“The greatest art known to man is that of living
together harmoniously and helpfully” (pages 36-
37).

“Family relations are essentially the result of a
complicated interplay of understanding,non-under-
standing and misunderstanding. Not to understand,
and not to be understood, are disturbing and per-

plexing experiences. Yet the remedy is simple: the
spirit of understanding is developed by wishing to
understand, and this is a principle that is basic to
diplomacy” (pages 38-39).

“Mutual respect [is] the mainstay of successful
diplomacy” (page 40).

“Diplomacy is greatly aided by empathy. This is
the capacity to enter into and share the feelings,atti-

tudes, interests
and experiences
of others” (page
42).

“In any diplo-
matic situation,
striving to get in
‘the last word’is

the most disruptive and dangerous of infernal
machines.

“Many of the things that disturb family life are
the product of original mistakes compounded by
bad manners . . .

“If love is the foundation of happy marriage,
good manners are the walls and diplomacy is the
roof . . .

“Manners for two are fixed by the same rules as
are manners for the million, based upon the Gold-
en Rule. They spring from kindness, courtesy and
consideration, with a dash of savoir faire—the fac-
ulty of knowing just what to do and how to do it”
(page 44).

“As a minimum, diplomacy in the family asks
everyone to be considerate and decent, gracefully
remembering the rights of others. At its best, diplo-
macy is unruffled good breeding, taking care and
trouble to see that others are not neglected. It does
not take anyone for granted . . .”

Tact “even means the difficult exercise of being
generous and gracious while being honest and
unyielding—what Ralph Waldo Emerson called
‘good-natured inflexibility’” (page 45).

“The factors [of diplomacy] are: negotiation,
conciliation, concession and compromise, and
using these effectively is called ‘The Art of the Pos-
sible.’ It is directed toward finding the balance
among conflicting desires which will give the great-
est all-around satisfaction.

“Sometimes the initial efforts fail and different
ways have to be tried. Diplomats do not try to saw
sawdust. They get on to a new piece of wood”(page
46).

“Diplomacy requires us to educate our hearts. It
means not only keeping the home fire burning but
throwing a pinch of incense on it once in a while”
(page 47).

Credit Card Traps
“The borrower is servant to the lender”(Proverbs

22:7).
“Credit-card debt has reached staggering levels,”

wrote attorney Alan Kopit about a new survey by
Lawyers.com. Half (48 percent) of Americans have
credit card debt,but a third of those have done noth-

ing beyond monthly payments to reduce that debt
in the last 18 months. “Even those with the most
credit card debt, over $20,000, tend to feel relative-
ly comfortable with their debt levels,” Mr. Kopit
said. “They seem to think the debt will ‘take care of
itself’ in due course.”

“Therein lies the problem,” said U.S. News and
World Report in their May 19 edition. This overly
optimistic attitude keeps many from making the
changes needed to get free from the trap of the high
interest rate debt.

Our free booklet, Managing Your Finances, has
a section on “How to pay off credit-card debt”
which includes the following advice:

“Stop charging items on your credit cards . . . If
you carry a balance and have credit cards with high
interest rates, you are wise to look for a card with a
lower rate and transfer your balances . . . 

“After obtaining as favorable an interest rate as
possible and eliminating costly luxuries, rank your

credit cards in order of their
interest rates, and use your
disposable income to com-
pletely pay off the card with
the highest rate. Once you
pay that one off, close that
account and destroy the
card. Then focus your atten-
tion on the next card, and
continue doing the same
until you have paid off all
your credit cards.”

Managing Your Finances has many other help-
ful tips, and you can find it on-line or order a copy
at www.ucg.org/booklets.

Labeled Unclean
Thousands of years ago, it was probably rather

simple not to eat unclean meats (described in Leviti-
cus 11 and Deuteronomy 14). In today’s world
things have dramatically changed. Pork can sneak
up on us.

Do you realize that most sausage companies
use pork casings on their beef sausage? Check the
label. The common brands like Hillshire Farms
and Eckrich have beef sausage stuffed inside hog
intestines.  

(For more information on this subject, read the
booklet What Does the Bible Teach About Clean
and Unclean Meats? It can be found on the Inter-
net at www.ucg.org/booklets/CU.)

Camille Ballo

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you
would like to share in this section? Or if you have
any suggestions, please contact United News,
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
or mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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Be Ready to Give an Answer: 
Why Do You Keep the Seventh-Day Sabbath?

Fundamental Belief: We believe that the seventh day of the week is the Sabbath of the Lord our
God. On this day we are commanded to rest from our labors and worship God, following the teach-
ings and example of Jesus, the apostles and the New Testament Church.

Key Scriptures: Genesis 2:2-3 and Exodus 16:23-30—the seventh-day Sabbath was instituted at
creation and rehearsed before the Old Covenant; Exodus 20:8-11—the Sabbath is one of the Ten Com-
mandments spoken by God (20:1) and written with His finger (31:18); Exodus 31:13-17—the Sab-
bath is a sign for God’s people; Leviticus 23:3—the Sabbath is God’s day (not the Jews’ day); Isa-
iah 58:13—the Sabbath is a delight and a blessing; Hebrews 4:4-10—the Sabbath pictures the coming
millennial rest and there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God (verse 9, NIV, NRSV); Mark
1:21, 6:2 and Luke 4:31—Christ kept the Sabbath; Mark 2:27-28—the Sabbath was made for
mankind (not just Israel) and Christ is Lord of the Sabbath; Acts 13:42-44, 17:2 and 18:4—Paul and
gentile Christians kept the Sabbath; Isaiah 66:22-23—the Sabbath will be kept in the world to come.

For More Information: Sunset to Sunset—God’s Sabbath Rest and Fundamental Beliefs of the Unit-
ed Church of God, an International Association (on the Web at www.ucg.org/booklets).
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St. Paul Sabbath
School Students
Share Their
Passover Project

For two months before Passover the
St. Paul,Minnesota,Sabbath school stu-

dents could be seen busily preparing
Passover boxes to give to all the children
who would attend combined services on
the First Day of Unleavened Bread.

One of the first questions heard each
Sabbath from the students was an enthu-
siastic, “Are we going to work on our
projects today?”

They painted, cut,
glued, colored and
molded clay to make
12 small objects rep-
resenting various
aspects of the Old
and New Testament
Passovers (flat stone,
broom with hyssop,
10-plague wheel,
lamb, bag of jewels,
etc.). The objects
were then put into

plastic bags and placed inside decorated
egg cartons. 

Numbered scriptures about the Old
and New Testament Passovers were
glued under the carton covers, and the
egg sections numbered to match the
scriptures. Children were to read each
scripture and decide which of the objects
should be put in the section with the cor-
responding number. It was an interest-
ing and enjoyable way to learn about

God’s plan. The
students not only
had a ball making
the boxes, but had
even more fun
handing them out
on the Holy Day.

The Passover
box idea is the cre-
ation of Heather
Martin, a member
from the Crescent,
Pennsylvania, area.

Linda Knapp

Mansfield
Spends a Sabbath
in the Woods

Winter’s cabin fever gave way to a
delightful “Sabbath in the woods” at
Pugh Cabin in the Malabar Farm State

Park near Mansfield, Ohio, on March
15. Members of the Mansfield congre-
gation began the Sabbath with a pancake
breakfast at the quaint, historic Malabar
Inn. 

Midday activities included Bible
study, Sabbath services and a sensation-
al potluck meal. Families enjoyed nature
walks along trails, and a short walk in
the early evening to a nearby sugar shack
afforded both young and old the oppor-
tunity to observe preparation of local
Ohio maple syrup. 

Evening settled in with games and
pleasant camaraderie. A nearly full
moon beamed upon our homeward
paths and gave promise of the soon-
coming spring Holy Day season.

Janel Johnson

Fort Worth Teen
Makes National
Merit Finals

Debbie Whitlark, daughter of Fred
and Sue Whitlark, has been named
one of the National Merit Finalists for
the 2003 scholarship program. To
qualify for the program, one must take
the PSAT/NMSQT test. (This test is a
precursor to the SAT college-entrance
exam.) Debbie qualified out of 1.3
million students who took the test for

this school year. In February,
the board analyzed all the
finalists, taking into consid-
eration other academic activ-
ities, and narrowed the pool
to 50,000 students. They
placed her within the top one
third of the remaining 50,000
finalists.

Debbie is a senior at
Northwest High School and
attends the Fort Worth,
Texas, congregation. She is

currently valedictorian and president
of her chapter of the National Honor
Society.  She is a four-year letterman
and swim team captain. She plans to
attend the University of North Texas
in Denton and major in criminal jus-
tice. Her greatest accomplishment
was March 28, 2003, when Debbie
was baptized by her father, Fred Whit-
lark, and pastor, Britton Taylor.

Michelle Rickard

ABC Students Host
Costume Dance

The ABC class of 2003 hosted a cos-
tume dance on Saturday evening, May
10. Kathleen Giza organized the activi-
ty and Mark Winner, pastor of the
Louisville and Henderson, Kentucky,
congregations, acted as DJ.

The ABC students provided hors
d’oeuvres and drinks, and also artisti-
cally decorated the tables with paintings
and portraits. The theme was historical
eras and nationalities,which gave every-
one a chance to learn about different cul-
tures and express their creativity.

There were some authentic outfits, as
well as many ingeniously handmade
costumes. Tamara Crow and Kamie
Treybig wore authentic clothing from
India, and the de Campos family exhib-

ited genuine South African garments.
Michelle Zollner and Jonathan Magee,
who came as the tree of life and the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil,wore
some of the more imaginative costumes.

Melody Haley

West Michgan
Celebrates Baptism

On Sunday, Feb. 23, West Michigan
celebrated another baptism. Dianne Col-
lison was baptized at the home of elder
Charles and Sharon Bailey. This was a

very joyous occasion for many, espe-
cially Dianne’s husband, Doug. Doug
was baptized about a year ago himself.

Debbie Whitlark is a National Merit
Finalist

Pastor Kenneth Graham II and elder
Charles Bailey with newly baptized
member Dianne Collison and her
husband, Doug

Tennessee kids make
cards for shut-ins (see
article, last issue)

St. Paul, Minnesota, Sabbath school students make
Passover boxes to give away on the First Day of
Unleavened Bread

Smiling faces of the Mansfield, Ohio, congregation at Pugh Cabin

cuss on this large and important top-
ic.

Thursday, May 8, the final day of this
round of Council meetings began with
the passage of a resolution establishing
a task force to work on a study paper on
the subject of evangelism and how it
applies to the Church and its mission
today, to be chaired by Doug Horchak.
This was followed by a Doctrine Com-
mittee update presented by Jim Franks.
The morning meeting also included a
discussion of plans for the Council meet-
ings in August. In the afternoon session
Richard Pinelli reported on the status of
the supplemental hymnal project. The
meetings concluded with an executive
session.

Doctrine Committee Update
Mr. Franks, chairman of the Doctrine

Committee,gave an update on the status
of several projects. Five doctrinal pro-
jects have been completed and will be
presented to the Council for review in

August: the nature of God and Christ,
tithing, balloting in the Church, the role
of women in the Church and music in
the Bible.

Five more study papers are scheduled
to be completed later this year: voting
and running for political office, the Mid-
dle East in prophecy, who is Assyria?,
the Hebrew calendar and postpone-
ments and the sacred name.

Two additional projects are currently
underway. One is on the question of
applause for special music at the Feast of
Tabernacles. The other is on the subject
of the correct understanding of Genesis
6:9.

Mr. Franks led the Council through
a final doctrinal review of a study
paper titled “The Resurrections.” This
paper maintains the traditional teach-
ings of the Church on the subject of
the three resurrections. A few minor
wording changes were suggested. The
paper will undergo a final stylistic
edit, which should be complete by the
time of the Council’s meetings in
August.

Miscellaneous Business
Robert Dick was named provisional

chairman of the Ethics, Roles and Rules
Committee. The committee will select a
permanent chairman at the Council
meetings in August.

Dave Evans, on behalf of Ministerial
Services, summarized the manpower sit-
uation at various Feast of Tabernacles
sites for Council members’ planning
needs. 

Mr. Kilough questioned whether
there would be enough time at the next
scheduled Council meetings to complete
all the business at hand. After some dis-
cussion, the Council decided to add one
more day of meetings. The revised
schedule calls for committee meetings
to take place Wednesday and Thursday,
Aug. 6 and 7, and for Council meetings
to begin on Friday, Aug. 8. Council
members will attend the Ambassador
Bible Center graduation on Sunday,
Aug. 10. Council meetings will contin-
ue Monday to Thursday,Aug. 11 to 14.

Following the lunch break, Richard
Pinelli gave the Council an update on

progress of the supplemental hymnal
project. When the Council assigned Mr.
Pinelli this project, he wrote a letter to
all U.S. pastors asking those who were
already using a supplemental hymnal to
send him a copy. Four copies were sent
to him,each of which had some 60 to 70
hymns. Mr. Pinelli called on church pas-
tor Steve Myers, because of his exten-
sive background in music, to oversee the
development of the supplemental hym-
nal. Mr. Myers selected five members to
assist him in the project: Janel Johnson,
Dr. David Hoover, Jim Brandenburg,
Mark Graham and Dan Anderson. Mr.
Myers and his committee will work with
the supplemental hymnals developed by
congregations and other material to pro-
duce a supplemental hymnal for use
throughout the Church. Legal counsel
Larry Darden will work on copyright
issues. The project is on track for com-
pletion in time for the Feast this year.

A Special Thanks to Gary
Antion

Just before the final executive ses-

sion, Mr. Kilough, on behalf of the
Council, paid tribute to the contribu-
tions of outgoing Council member
Gary Antion.  Mr. Kilough thanked
Mr. Antion, a member of the Council
of Elders since January 1996, for his
dedicated work. In particular, he cited
Mr. Antion’s understanding of and
adherence to the founding documents
of United. Mr. Antion was described
as a hard worker, a man of conviction
who served conscientiously—his
“fingerprints” are on much of the
work the Council has accomplished.
Mr. Kilough concluded, “We will
continue to use you as a reference and
advisor. We genuinely thank you for
the service you’ve rendered.”

In accepting a card and gift, Mr.
Antion acknowledged the help of his
wife, Barbara, during his years of ser-
vice on the Council. He also assured
the Council that he would continue
praying about and for their continued
efforts. 

For a full set of Council reports, see
www.ucg.org/about/council. UN

“Council,” continued from page 2
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Births

Jerry and Tambra (Pritchard)
Hawkins of Valley Center, Kansas, are
happy to announce the birth of their third
son. Grant Edison Hawkins was born on
Feb. 4, 2003, weighing 9 pounds 2
ounces. Big brothers Ethan (8) and
Blake (3 1/2) are very pleased to have a
new baby brother. Proud grandparents
are Duane and Pam Pritchard of Valley
Center and Darwin and Wanda Hawkins
of Derby, Kansas.

Weddings
Ed and Mercedes Hernandez would

like to announce the marriage of their

daughter,Tzintziki (Judy) to Jeffery Lee
Kramer, son of John and Carolyn Ander-
son. The couple, both graduates of
Ambassador Bible Center in 2002,were

married March 16, 2003, and live in
Phoenix,Arizona.

Obituaries
John Paul Egbert, 73, passed away

April 10, 2003, after a yearlong illness. 
John was born in Champaign, Illinois,

and grew up in Chevy Chase,Maryland.
After serving three years in the U.S.
Marine Corps, he attended George
Washington University in Washington,
D.C.,where he met his future wife,Nan-

cy. John’s engineering career began in
the early days of TV. He was involved
with the mapping of TV signals during
the rush of stations to get in on the new
technology. He eventually was hired by
Hughes Aircraft in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, as an aerospace planner.

Nancy was called into the Worldwide
Church of God in the early 1960s and
John was baptized 2 1/2 years later. He
and Nancy were ordained deacon and
deaconess in 1969, serving the Los
Angeles congregation. During the early
1970s John managed the Ambassador

College Press in Pasadena until it was
sold. He was then hired as vice president
of manufacturing for a large printing
company in Baltimore, Maryland. This
brought them back to the East Coast
where John’s roots were. He moved
from management into sales and had his

own printing business for several years
serving congressional offices.

In 1978 John was ordained a local
church elder serving the Washington,
D.C., and Northern Virginia congrega-
tions. He and Nancy left WCG in the
mid-1990s. During the past year both
considered themselves members of the
Columbia,Maryland,United Church of
God. John lived in northern Virginia
until his death. A graveside service was
conducted by his son, Jeb Egbert. 

He will be remembered and missed
for his buoyant spirit, energy,humor and
enthusiasm, as well as his devotion to
God and his family. John is survived by
his wife of 50 years, Nancy; their three
children, Jeb B. Egbert, Frisco, Texas;
Lynn S. Lawrence, Montreal, Quebec;
and Carolyn D. McNiel, Charlotte,
North Carolina; and nine grandchildren.

Elise Sutherland,74,a member of the
Chattanooga, Tennessee, congregation,
died April 22,2003, from complications
from chronic renal failure and diabetes.

Mrs. Sutherland was born in Linden,
Tennessee, on Aug. 5, 1928. She mar-
ried Bob Sutherland in September 1950
and eventually settled in Nashville
where she was called into God’s
Church in 1967 and baptized in April of
1968.  She continued to be a faithful
member for the next 35 years. Her hus-
band, Bob, was baptized in April of
1981 and died that same year in June.

She enjoyed working with her hands
and especially loved making doll dress-
es. She would buy dolls and dress them
in her handmade dresses to give to the
little girls at church and in the commu-
nity. She was a hard worker and loved to
cook, especially for her grandchildren.

In May of 2000 her deteriorating
health led her to move in with her daugh-
ter and son-in-law in Chattanooga where
she resided until her death. She is sur-
vived by three children, Charles (Cathy)
Sutherland, Vickie (Doug) Kincaid and
Debra (Bill) Doss; five grandchildren,
Kimberly, Brandon and Timothy
(Heather) Kincaid, Chris and Cody
Sutherland; and two great-grandsons,
Gabriel and Michael Kincaid. She will
be greatly missed by her physical and
spiritual family. Funeral services were
conducted by Rick Beam in Chattanooga
and graveside services were conducted
by William Vernich in Nashville.

Announcements

Tzintziki (Judy) and Jeff Kramer

Grant Edison Hawkins with big
brothers Ethan and Blake

John Paul Egbert

Elise Sutherland

Letters
Why Was Name Withheld?

I’ve just been looking through the lat-
est [May] United News that we got today
and on page 16 there is a lovely article
about dating outside the Church. At the
bottom it says, “The author asked that
her name be withheld.”

Someone who submits an article and
requests anonymity should not be
allowed (in my opinion) to have it print-
ed. What has the person to hide? Will
someone criticize her? Will someone far
away know her and be offended?

When you printed my opinion about
the photos with no names [March-
April], my name was left out. It could
have been there. I signed my name to the
note, and expected it to be acknowl-
edged . . . It’s just my way of getting my
“two pence” in!

Paul Dzing,Arizona
Mr. Dzing, thanks for your message.

Your input has led to a change in our
procedure, so we will now include
names in the “Letters” section if some-
one specifically requests (as you did).
The previous standard procedure on
“Letters” was basically because many
comments in the section have not been
specifically addressed to United News
for publication.

As far as the article we ran without a
name, the author requested that her
name be withheld in the interest of shar-
ing valuable information with the
brethren, while trying to avoid causing

offense to any in her area who might
think she was judging them. We felt the
material was valuable and respected her
request. We do not plan to make anony-
mous articles a standard practice.

“Thought-Provoking” Radio
I have listened to your radio show for

about three months now. I find it really
thought-provoking. I particularly liked
this Sunday’s analysis on the holiday of
Easter. I believe you said on the show
that you offered a booket or information
pamphlet on the Easter holiday. I was
also wondering what your views would
be on other holidays such as Christmas,
Passover, etc. If there is a nominal fee
for the information, I will be glad to send
it to you. I always like to learn the views
of other faiths. You sure seem to have
your facts straight, which is rare today.

Internet

Great Comfort in Time of War
The Bible lesson was a great blessing

to me. I was having trouble sleeping,
because we are on the verge of going to
war, and so many people may soon be
dying, so I got up to search the Web. I
typed in Jesus and there you were! It’s a
great comfort to know that our loving
God is always in control.

Internet

Message From Middle East
I would like to express my sincere

thanks for subscribing me to the Good
Newsmagazine. In this area of the world
(Middle East) in which the fires of a
huge war are [burning] and humans are
killing each other without any reason
and without any sin done, reading your
nice magazine will give me a [chance to]
relax, thinking that there are also some
other humans that are helping and think-
ing about each other.

Middle East

Bible Study Course Survey
I have been a Bible student for 40 or

more years. Yours is the first place I have
found that tells the truth. I have passed a
lot of your literature on to others to read
and study. Thank you for being able to
download it.

Internet

GN Radio Not Just for
Jesus Freaks

Your efforts at spreading the good
news are successful, at least by my def-
inition. I have been a loyal listener for
just about a year (I live in a suburb of
Chicago). I used to think that the Good
News radio program was just for Jesus
freaks. Something happened to my way
of thinking, though. I truly believe that
God used your radio program to call me
back to Him. A feeling that I can’t real-
ly describe in any way came over me and
made me realize (as I was listening to
the Good News radio program one night

last year in April) that I needed Him back
in my life. Though my relationship with
God is still growing, I must say this is
the strongest my relationship with God
has ever been. I can’t thank you enough
for all of your efforts.

Illinois

Youth United Magazine
Reader Resists Sex

I found the current issue regarding vir-
ginity, cussing and abstinence very edi-
fying and helpful. I’m aged 15—trying
really hard to resist and fight against sex-
ual urges. So reading those articles
helped me focus on making sure I obey
God’s Word instead of giving in to sin.

Internet

Teacher Uses Youth United
I am a teacher and your articles are

being used by my students in class, so I
am asking for permission to keep using
all the materials I find on your Web page.

Internet
Permission was happily granted.

Tapes “Help Us Be United”
Hearty greetings, especially to those

who send us tapes for all seasons. The
inspired messages help us to be united
with God’s people every Sabbath and
every annual Sabbath. This way we
don’t feel like we are in an isolated area.
God bless you for doing His work.

Nigeria

All of God’s Word
This is a small thank you for sending

me your good helps on Bible study. The
helps you send back up all of my per-
sonal Bible study since I was given a
desire to learn years ago. I wish more
pastors would inform their people of all
of God’s Word.

Texas

Upbeat Music
We have recently had two pieces of

music presented by the young—a young
adult and the teenage choir. It was just a
sheer joy to hear the upbeat rhythm and
melody. I am a grandma, and I thor-
oughly enjoyed it. It made you smile as
you listened, and the heart felt lighter. I
just wish our song services did the same.
I firmly believe that the young people in
the Church would be much more encour-
aged if our song services were more
uplifting. Song services should make us
come away hungering for next Sabbath’s
opportunity to sing praises together.

Internet

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or E-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.



Victor Kubik and
LifeNets Featured
on WFYI and CNN
in Indianapolis

Judy O’Bannon, Indiana’s first lady,
hosted a television segment on May 8
about Victor Kubik and the LifeNets
charitable organization he founded. The
segment, “Communities Building Com-
munities,” appeared on WFYI in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, as part of The Global
Community program. 

“What began as a small relief effort out
of an Indianapolis family’s home has
grown into an international and life-
changing group called LifeNets,”
Mrs. O’Bannon said. After men-
tioning the beginnings of
LifeNets serving victims of the
Chernobyl nuclear accident in
Ukraine, Mrs. O’Bannon said,
“Victor has found himself in more
places than Chernobyl. His orga-

nization, LifeNets, is a web of hope
around the world.”

The segment highlighted the wheel-
chair program, the Manhattan project
(bringing supplies to New York City after

9/11) and told the moving story of a
young girl from Moldova who received
surgery in Indiana. “For Victor and for
me,one special face is young Natasha we
brought here to Indiana from Moldova,”
Mrs. O’Bannon said. “Born with con-
genital deformities, she lived and stayed
in a bed and was destined to die in an
orphanage.”

News
At a Glance

On www.ucg.org
■ UCG Commentary on This Week’s
News
Weekly commentaries by the United
Church of God written on world news and
trends, from a biblical perspective. Read
these recent commentaries and more:
“A Brief History of Prayer”
“The ‘Road Map’ to Peace in the Mideast:
Will It Work?”
“Fear and Flying”
“Lesson From the SARS Epidemic.”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

■ Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events
happening around the world by subject
categories!
www.ucg.org/worldnews/

■ E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive E-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!
www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org
■ The June Virtual Christian Magazine includes
“Diligence—A Key to Success,” “Successful
Parenting Begins With the Brain,” “When Will
the Middle East Find Peace?” and more.
vcmagazine.org

On youthmagazine.org
■ The April-June Youth United has articles on
“Can You Pass the Marshmallow Test?,” “Dirty
Talk,” “Gossip,” “Virginity,” careers, “News for
Youth” and the ever popular Q&As.
youthmagazine.org

Other Helpful Links
■ Youth and young adults’ Web site. 
ucgyouth.org

■ Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org

■ Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

■ Good News Web site.
gnmagazine.org

■ UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.
www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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“She had
heart surgery
and for the
first time in
her life she
was able to see
fingers that
were pink in-
stead of blue.
She was able
to run,” Mr.
Kubik said.

Mr. Kubik was also interviewed for Comcast News-
makers March 14, and this interview aired at the end
of CNN Headline News about 30 times in the Indi-
anapolis area throughout April.

The interviewer, Neal Moore, focused on the trip
that seven people from Indiana took to the Chernobyl
area in January, and the work LifeNets does in sup-
porting a clinic for children of Chernobyl. Mr. Moore
also encouraged the audience to support the effort.

Terri Eddington

Feast of Tabernacles
Registration Figures Up

U.S. and Canadian Festival registration is slightly
higher than last year. This is the fourth consecutive year
registration has increased. This is not necessarily a true
comparison year to year as international transfers are
not tracked and they can fluctuate. Nevertheless, it is an
encouraging indicator.

Charles Melear

GN Radio Program Moving
to Two Nights in Iowa

For the past 13 weeks, the Good News radio pro-
gram has aired at 10:15 p.m. every Saturday night on
51-year-old,50,000-watt news/talk station KXEL AM
1540 in Waterloo, Iowa. Although that airtime didn’t
generate the number of responses for which we had
hoped, our desire was to do what we could to maxi-
mize listenership on this station whose signal, after
dusk, can reach into 28 states, Mexico and Canada. 

So, beginning May 27, 2003, our program moved
from the Saturday night slot, to every Tuesday and
Wednesday night at 9 p.m. Also, 15-second “tags,”
designed to remind listeners to call our toll free num-
ber and tune-in each Tuesday and Wednesday night,

will air at the end of each broadcast. Besides that, sev-
eral 30-second promotional ads will air at various times
every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

John LaBissoniere

New Reply Envelope
Being Tested

A reply envelope is now being inserted with outgo-
ing literature mailed from the home office. Printed on
the envelope it says,“Questions? Comments? Other lit-
erature you would like to order? Please feel free to use
this envelope to contact us. We’d love to hear from you!”

In April readers used 198 of these envelopes, and 20
of them included a donation. In May, another 254 had
come in, with 20 including donations.

Providing this envelope is just one more way to make
it easier for readers to contact us, and to encourage them
to become more involved with United and the work we
are doing. The program will be evaluated again when
it is time to reprint the envelopes. The initial printing
was 100,000, with about 8,000 to 13,000 being dis-
tributed monthly.

Philippine GN List Grows
63.8 Percent

The past year has been one of challenge, blessings

and growth for the mailing operations in the Philip-
pines. Here are the per month comparisons between
April of 2002 and April 2003:

April 2002 April 2003
GN Subscribers 3,878 6,352
Bible Study Course 324 503
Internet Requests 85 142
Mail Received 233 423
Mail Sent 210 579

Charles Macaraeg

U.S. Newsstands Reach
85,000 Record

As of the July/August 2003 issue of The Good News,
a record high quantity of 85,000 newsstand copies has
been achieved in the United States. 

“Special thanks goes to all volunteer representatives
for their diligent efforts in reaching this milestone,”said
John LaBissoniere, GN circulation manager. “To stay
within our overall media budget, we will maintain that
quantity for the next several issues. Doing so will keep
the number of individual subscribers at the current 77
percent of our overall Good News circulation.”

As additional newsstand copies become available
for distribution, first priority will be given to con-
gregations interested in participating in the program
for the first time. To become involved, contact Mr.
LaBissoniere at john_labissoniere@ucg.org or call
him toll-free at 888-369-9940.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing offices

Judy O’Bannon, Indiana first lady,
presents a segment on Victor Kubik and
LifeNets on WFYI; Neal Moore interviews
Mr. Kubik on Newsmakers shown at the
end of CNN Headline News

Photos of Natasha with Judy
O’Bannon and with Beverly Kubik


