
■ The Council of Elders 
chose Dennis Luker as 
the new president of 
United Church of God 
on June 24.
by David Johnson and 
Elizabeth Cannon

The Council of Elders of the 
United Church of God, an Inter-
national Association, chose Dennis 
Luker as president at the conclusion 
of two days of interviews and dis-
cussions June 23 and 24.

Mr. Luker was chosen from a 
list of four finalists that included 
Gary Antion, Bill Bradford, Roy 
Holladay and Dennis Luker. This 
list was narrowed down from 
a list that initially numbered 39 
nominees recommended by UCG 
elders. Mr. Luker assumed office 
immediately. 

The Council wishes to express its 
deep appreciation to Mr. Holladay 
who, as chairman of the Council, 
served as interim president over 
recent months in accordance with 
the UCG Constitution and Bylaws. 
He will assist Mr. Luker in a tran-

sition period over the next few 
weeks.

47 Years in the Ministry
Mr. Luker and his wife, LeeAnn, 

have served the Church for 47 
years. They have two children, 
five grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Mr. Luker has 
served in various positions in God’s 
Church as a pastor in congregations 
in the United States, regional 
director in Australia as well as 
in administration in Pasadena, 
California. 

Prior to taking office as presi-
dent, Mr. Luker was the regional 
pastor for the Northwest region 
and the pastor of the Seattle and 
Sedro-Woolley, Washington, con-
gregations.

“My main approach is going 
to be to focus on the Head of the 
Church, Jesus Christ, who we all 
believe in and look to,” said Mr. 
Luker. 

“We have such an incredible 
message of hope and the answers 
to the world’s problems. God has 
given them to us, and I want us as 
a team to work together to do what 
Jesus said and keep preaching that 
truth, more and more effectively.

“It’s very important that we 
have humble attitudes, that we 
have genuine Christian love, as 
Christ emphasized,” he continued. 

 “When you have differences 
and hurt feelings—and we’re all 
human and we do—then it’s really 
easy to get angry and upset with 
each other. But we are all brothers 
and sisters. We’re all Christians. 
We all still obey God. We all still 
want to do the work of God.

“All of us as leaders need to 
be more yielded to our Lord and 
Savior and our Leader and Head, 
Jesus Christ. We all need to have 
more of His attributes and attitude 
and character as leaders.”  UN

First Arabic Booklet 
Completed

The United Church of God has 
finished producing its first booklet 
in the Arabic language. The Middle 

East in Bible 
Prophecy has 
been translat-
ed, proofread 
and uploaded 
to an Arabic 
page on our 
main Web site 
at www.ucg.
org/booklets/
AME. In addi-
tion, a limited 

number of printed booklets are 
being produced for those Arabic 
readers who would prefer a hard 
copy. The Web site offers both a 
PDF and an HTML version.

This booklet marks UCG’s first 
publication in one of the world’s 
major languages: Arabic. It’s a very 
important step in preaching the 
gospel in the Middle East—in a 
language much of that population 
can understand. 

Please pray for the success of this 
aspect of preaching the gospel, as 
well as all of our efforts wherever, 
whenever and however they may be.

Peter Eddington

Plans Underway to 
Revamp UCG.org

The Media and Communications 
Services department has started a 
new project to revamp UCG’s main 
Web site, www.ucg.org. 

“Our Web site systems are being 
rewritten from the ground up to 

Ministers and 
Wives Tour 
Holy Land
by David Johnson

What do you get when you put 
24 ministers, 19 ministers’ wives, an 
Israeli-American guide, an Arab-
Christian driver, and one 3-year-old 
boy into a bus for seven regular days, 
one Sabbath and one Holy Day? You 
get the first-ever Ambassador Bible 
Center Ministerial Education tour of 
the Holy Land!

ABC has been sponsoring educa-
tional tours for the past four years 
during the Days of Unleavened 
Bread. These tours have been very 
popular, and several members have 
participated multiple times. More 
than just touring biblical sites, these 
tours offer increased emphasis on 
biblical education.

Because of the many responsibili-
ties during the spring and autumn 
Feasts, many ministers found it dif-
ficult to participate in these annual 
trips. After some consultation, we 
realized that the Pentecost season 
might provide a special opportunity 
for the ministry, and no place would 
be more helpful to visit than the land 
of Israel. 

The participants, hailing from the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
Australia and Nigeria, were greeted 
at Ben Gurion Airport by our guide 
from the previous tour, Eric Cop-
perman. Eric, a native New Yorker 
who immigrated to Israel with his 
family 15 years ago, is a professional 
guide and showed his professional-
ism by researching our group before 
we arrived. 

We were amused when he 
described us as “kosher Christians,” 
but we all agreed that wasn’t a bad 
description. Eric also understood 
that we did not want to waste our 
time touring the traditional “Chris-
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■ Beginning July 11, 
Beyond Today will air at 
8:30 a.m. (Eastern Time) 
every Sunday, delivering 
to a potential audience of 
75 million households in 
209 TV markets.
by Peter Eddington

We are very pleased to announce 
that Christ has opened a new door 
for us to proclaim the good news 
of His Father’s Kingdom! For a 
number of years the possibility of 
broadcasting on television coast to 
coast in the United States was but 
a dream. Now it is finally a reality! 

Beginning July 11, the Beyond 
Today television program will 
begin airing on superstation WGN 
America! Adding to this great 
news is the fact that the program 
will air at 8:30 a.m. (EST) every 
Sunday, delivering the program to 
a potential audience of 75 million 
households in 209 TV markets.

Working With Results
Everything we do in Media 

and Communications Services 
involves continual monitor-
ing and testing. We are always 
working to better ourselves in 
each avenue of our proclama-
tion effort—whether it be in the 
printed word, in print advertis-
ing, on the Web, on radio or now 
on television. 

After airing Beyond Today for 13 
weeks on five U.S. broadcast tele-
vision stations, this exciting new 

opportunity has become available 
to us. We are taking advantage of 
an offer that is far-reaching—pro-
viding an immediate boost to our 
reach, viewership and response to 
Beyond Today. 

As you may have read previously 
on our Inside United: Realtime blog 
(http://realtimeunited.wordpress.
com), the Beyond Today presenters 
and production staff have been 
working with different ideas to 

Beyond Today Airing on Superstation 
WGN America

See “Beyond Today,” page 5

See “Israel,” page 5

Darris McNeely, Steve Myers and Gary Petty present the Beyond Today 
program “God’s Sabbath Rest” (photos by Michelle de Campos)

Dennis and LeeAnn Luker

United Statistics
Web Site Visitor Loyalty 

April-June, 2009 and 2010

338,614 
Repeat Visitors

2009
1,271,925 Total 
Unique Visitors

27 percent 
visitor loyalty

310,815 
Repeat Visitors

877,792 Total 
Unique Visitors*

35 percent 
visitor loyalty

2010

*Due to budget decreases in Web advertising, the number 
of first-time visitors has decreased.
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by Victor Kubik

When I 
pray in the 
mo r n i n g , 
I ask God 
to give me 
wisdom for 
the com-
ing day. As 
one of His 
ministers, I 
know that 

I will have multiple exchanges 
with a variety of people, and I 
will need to listen to them care-
fully. With others I will need to 
inform, encourage, persuade and 
discuss various issues. Words 
inappropriately spoken can be 
devastating, while words fitly 

spoken can inspire and motivate.
James admonishes us, “If any 

of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who gives to all liberally 
and without reproach, and it will 
be given to him.”

Wisdom is listed as one of 
God’s spiritual gifts. In 1 Corin-
thians 12:8 Paul writes, “For to 
one is given the word of wisdom 
through the Spirit, to another 
the word of knowledge through 
the same Spirit.” Not all come 
by it as a gift; for most of us we 
have to be consciously seeking 
and cultivating wisdom. That’s 
why we need to ask for it.  

When God offered King 
Solomon anything he wished, 
Solomon thought and asked for 
wisdom.  God commended him 

for this choice: “Because you 
have asked this thing, and have 
not asked long life for yourself, 
nor have asked riches for your-
self, nor have asked the life of 
your enemies, but have asked 
for yourself understanding to 
discern justice, behold, I have 
done according to your words; 
see, I have given you a wise and 
understanding heart” (1 Kings 
3:11-12). God gave him this gift 
of wisdom, and as a result Solo-
mon was regarded by people in 
Israel and from faraway lands as 
one with an exceptional sense of 
justice and equity. 

A vital aspect of wisdom is 
the capacity to listen and under-
stand and also to speak words of 
kindness. In Proverbs 8 wisdom 

is personified as a woman speak-
ing in the first person: “Listen, 
for I will speak of excellent 
things, and from the opening of 
my lips will come right things” 
(Proverbs 8:6).  Considering what 
people tell you and thoughtfully 
responding will help a conver-
sation (and relationship) go in 
the right direction. The beauti-
ful 31st chapter of Proverbs lists 
the various characteristics of a 
virtuous woman. One important 
aspect is how she speaks,  “She 
opens her mouth with wisdom, 
and on her tongue is the law of 
kindness” (Proverbs 31:26).

Let’s all be aware more than 
ever how important it is to ask 
daily for godly wisdom in our 
everyday speech.  UN

improve usability, navigability and 
reach to the general public,” wrote 
interim manager Peter Eddington 
on the new blog Inside United: 
Realtime (http://realtimeunited.
wordpress.com). 

“The new site will bring all con-
tent produced by UCG under one 
roof in an attractive and easy-to-
use format. Information will be 
viewable in many ways—sorted by 
topic, author, publication or date. 
Each user will have a very flexible 
UCG Web experience.”

With content from all of our pub-
lications and blogs  in one location, 
readers will not have to go to indi-
vidual publication Web sites to view 
articles, videos or other material. 

“The new site will be opti-
mized very highly to improve our 
Search Engine Optimization (SEO) 
efforts,” continued Mr. Eddington. 
“This will help increase our expo-
sure online so that more people 
can come to learn the truth. Social 
media tools will also be incorporat-
ed into the site so users can easily 
share content on Facebook, Twitter 
and other popular social networks.”

Additionally, visitors will also be 
able to create their own accounts on 
the site, giving them the opportuni-
ty to comment on articles and store 
articles to a list of favorites. We 
hope this feature will prompt users 
to ask questions and connect with 
writers and other Web site users.

We expect to launch the complet-
ed Web site in early 2011.

Elizabeth Cannon

New Secretary Appointed
In an announcement dated June 2, 

Roy Holladay wrote that during its 
May meeting the Council of Elders 
decided not to reconfirm as secre-
tary David Johnson, who served in 
that position for three years.

Mr. Holladay explained that “Mr. 
Johnson mentioned to the Council 
that while he was willing to continue 
serving, he had experienced a cer-
tain level of frustration concerning 
not being able to devote more time 
to teaching. His first love is teaching, 
and he thoroughly enjoys teaching 
at ABC. He indicated that he would 
not be disappointed to devote more 
time to instruction.

“Following the Council’s decision, 
Mr. Johnson mentioned to me pri-
vately that he thought that Gerald 
Seelig might be willing to do the job 
and certainly would be qualified to 
do so. During a teleconference Tues-
day night, June 1, Mr. Seelig was 
confirmed as the new secretary of 
the corporation.

“We deeply appreciate the job that 
Mr. Johnson has done as secretary. 

See “News at a Glance,” page 20
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David Treybig was selected as a new Council 
of Elders member at the 2010 GCE annual 
meeting in May.

Mr. Treybig was 2 years old when his par-
ents were baptized into God’s Church in 1953. 
Growing up in the Church and attending pub-
lic schools in Houston, Texas, he learned what 
it was like to be a young person facing peer 
pressure from the world and living God’s way 
of life.   

Having a love of sports, he had to navigate the 
challenges of keeping the Sabbath while playing 
on his high school basketball, tennis and golf 
teams. His playing on these teams without ever 
playing on the Sabbath set a precedent in his 
high school that was later used by youth in the 
Church to allow them to do the same. 

After enrolling in journalism class, he was 
soon named editor of his high school newspaper 
and began learning the basics of writing—a skill 
he would later put to use within the Church.

Mr. Treybig attended Ambassador College 
in Big Sandy, Texas, from 1969 to 1973. While 
there, he had opportunities to develop leader-
ship skills and prepare for serving in the full-
time ministry into which he was hired upon 
graduation.

In the fall of 1973 he married Teddi 
Goodrich, whom he’d met at Ambassador Col-
lege. They have a daughter and a son—both 
now grown and members of the Church. The 
Treybigs also feel especially blessed to have 
three grandsons.

Mr. Treybig was ordained a minister in the 
fall of 1974 and since that time has served 
congregations in Ohio, Indiana, Washington, 
Idaho, Texas, New Mexico and Florida. 

After attending the conference of elders in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, that founded the Unit-
ed Church of God in 1995, Mr. Treybig imme-
diately recognized the new organization’s need 
for literature. Working with members in Spo-
kane, Washington, he helped write one of the 
Church’s first booklets—The Road to Eternal 
Life. Since that time he has either written or 
worked with others to write approximately a 
dozen booklets, plus numerous articles.

Mr. Treybig has always had a special interest 
in families and working with youth. He helped 
establish United Youth Camps, served on the 
camp team as both a camp director and as the 
liaison with the American Camp Association, 
which eventually led to the accreditation of UCG 
camps. He also served on the former Youth Edu-

cation Committee. He currently serves as the 
managing editor of Vertical Thought, as a Feast 
coordinator and as the pastor of the St. Peters-
burg and Tampa, Florida, congregations.

As for being selected as a member of the 
Council of Elders, Mr. Treybig says, “I am 
humbled and honored by the opportunity to 
serve in this capacity. I hope to help the United 
Church of God fulfill its dual responsibility 
of preaching the gospel and preparing those 
whom God calls for service in the coming 
Kingdom of God.”  UN

Continued from page 1
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David and Teddi Treybig

Profile: New Council Member David Treybig
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Toronto Hosts Third 
Leadership Workshop

In mid-February 2010 the third 
round of the Leadership Workshop 
weekend was held at the national 
office in Toronto. This year ses-
sions from the home office’s six-
week pastoral training classes were 
brought to Toronto. There were 24 
attendees along with four instruc-
tors and their wives. The two-day 
workshop was filled to the brim 
with 12½ hours of classes. Each 
person or couple received a sizable 
three-ring binder chock-full of 
handouts and PowerPoint material 
to facilitate note taking and help 
with concentration.

Because of significantly higher 
costs in Calgary and because of 
the current recessionary times, a 
June session will not be held this 
year. To maintain the momentum 
of the program, a complete set of 
DVDs and handouts will be sent 
to each of the pastors so that they 
can host similar workshops in 
their respective areas.  

We are looking forward to 
November 2011 to conduct round 
four of this ongoing leadership 
workshop program.

Anthony Wasilkoff

UCG-British Isles 
Reports Success of 
Google Ad Campaign

Last year the office in the Brit-
ish Isles started a Google ad cam-
paign promoting UCG literature.  
From November 2009 to April 
2010 an estimated 3,500 literature 
requests out of a total of 6,300 
Internet requests came from these 
ads, at a cost of 3.60 pounds ($5.46) 
per response. This figure includes 
2,200 new Good News readers in 
five full months out of the 3,200 
total new readers from Internet 
responses for that period.

The total program cost of 
12,500 pounds ($18,972) results in 
a cost per new GN response of 
5.70 pounds ($8.65).

The number of literature enve-
lopes posted (1,500) and booklets 
sent (3,000) was double the usual 
per month. Bible Study Course 
requests were three times the nor-
mal amount per month for Janu-
ary through April (an average of 
210 per month instead of an aver-
age of 70 per month).

Additionally, new donors are 
up 60 percent for the first few 
months of the year. We received 

some generous donations from 
new Bible Study Course students.

 Peter Hawkins

Changes Made in Latin 
American Regional 
Administration

With the authorization of the 
Council of Elders, Leon Walker is 
being replaced in his administra-
tive and pastoral duties associated 
with the Church’s activities in the 
Latin American region. A new 
regional coordinator for the work 
of the Church in Latin American 
areas will be named shortly. In the 
meantime Dennis Luker will serve 
as interim regional coordinator 
for the Spanish-speaking areas. 

Additional information is avail-
able on the members Web site at 
http://members.ucg.org.

Roy Holladay

Eastern European 
Work Continues to 
Move Forward

Johnnie Lambert, an elder who 
manages the Nordic, Baltic and 
Eastern European areas, and his 
wife, Hazel, spent the month of 
June in Tartu, Estonia, carrying out 
various aspects of the work. They 
oversee the mailing of a sizable 
portion of our booklets and Bible 
Study Course lessons from Tartu. 

While in Estonia, they visited 
the group of Sabbath-keeping 
Christians in nearby Smiltene, 
Latvia, and their pastor, Robert 
Schultz, who will again be keeping 
the upcoming Feast of Tabernacles 
with United. Additionally, Mr. 
Lambert visited Valdur Vesingi, a 
prisoner who is currently serving a 
sentence in a Tartu prison. He has 
worked for United Church of God 
translating some of our booklets 
despite his current circumstances.

After settling into her job as 
Russian translator and Eastern 
European staff member at the 
home office, Natasha Weatherhead 
has begun to streamline our 
subscriber process and translate 
Good News articles.  When we send 
the English-language Good News to 
subscribers in Eastern Europe, we 
include a supplement of two articles 
in Russian. Ms. Weatherhead has 
also written a series of letters that 
we are sending to subscribers in 
former U.S.S.R. and “iron curtain” 
countries.

Why Does God Allow Suffering? 
is the next booklet to be trans-
lated into Russian, followed by 
What Happens After Death? and 
Creation or Evolution: Does It 
Really Matter What You Believe?

Victor Kubik

News
At a Glance

International

by Michelle Kasper

Almost 30 young adults from 
congregations around Europe came 
together during the Pentecost week-
end for an annual event organized 
by UCG members. Since the young 
brethren are scattered over a vast 
geographic area, with many of them 
being isolated or attending a much 
older congregation, it is an impor-
tant time to establish bonds, renew 
friendships and encourage 
one another to continue living 
God’s way despite the pulls 
and trials of the world.

 The enthusiastic group 
met together May 21 to 25 at a 
campsite in Hollerath, a quiet 
German village surrounded 
by forest and farms near the 
Belgium border. Participants 
traveled from around Ger-
many as well as from Bel-
gium, Holland, the United 
Kingdom, Sweden, Norway, 
Spain, Luxembourg and the 
United States to attend the 
camp. 

 We were blessed with hot, 
sunny weather, allowing us 
to make the most of outdoor 
activities such as Frisbee, soc-
cer, a barbecue and a scenic 
walk and picnic by a lake. Other activities included 
several Bible studies and group discussions (both 
indoors and outdoors), a trivia quiz and 10-pin bowl-
ing. On the Holy Day we traveled 1½ hours by car to 
the Dormagen congregation in the west of Germany to 
attend services, which were accompanied by a live Eng-

lish translation. Following services we 
enjoyed a special buffet lunch together 
with the German members.

 The theme for the five days was about 
being the “Salt of the Earth and Lights 
of the World.” Bible studies focused on 
what the Scriptures say about this topic, 
the meaning of salt and light, and how 
we can actively apply this in our daily 
lives. We also considered having the 
right attitude and what it means to be in 
this world, but not of the world—a chal-
lenge that is especially resonant with the 
younger generation during such secular 
times. 

 The event had a wonderfully warm 
and friendly atmosphere with joyfully 
prepared meals, nightly gatherings 

around the blazing campfire in our private courtyard, 
guitar melodies accompanied by singing and many 
late-night conversations over steaming cups of tea. The 
participants look forward to next year’s gathering and 
hope to welcome more visitors who would like to meet 
with the young European brethren.  UN

European Young Adults Strengthen 
Bonds During Pentecost Weekend

Ralph Levy visited the Domini-
can Republic once again this year, 
visiting the small congregation 
there and conducting Bible stud-
ies during his visit. 

Dr. Levy arrived in Santo 
Domingo late on Wednesday, 
May 19. On Thursday he visited 
the home of Australia Morel de 
Cunillera and Quico Cunillera. 
Mrs. Cunillera has been attend-
ing with the group since the first 
baptism, that of Zoraya Diaz de 
Gabriel, in late 2004. She asked 
to counsel for baptism; and after 
going through the biblical require-
ments, it was clear she was ready. 
Since the Feast of Pentecost was 
approaching, it was agreed she 
would be baptized on the Holy 
Day that commemorates the out-
pouring of the Spirit of God

A Bible study was held in the 
home of Wilson Jimenez and 
Katiuska Gabriel de Jimenez on 
the Sabbath with the Domini-
can group and two visitors from 
Miami in attendance. Dr. Levy 

spoke about not 
being absorbed 
by the world and 
its values. On 
the day of Pen-
tecost, June 23, 
the group vis-
ited the country 
home of Orlan-
do Gabriel and 
Zoraya Diaz de 
Gabriel, where 
they heard a 
Bible study on 
the role of the 
firstfruits in the 
plan of God. 
After the study, 
a delicious (and 
abundant) lunch 
was served and 
enjoyed by all. Late that after-
noon, Australia was baptized in 
the same swimming pool used to 
baptize the other two ladies.    

There are now three members of 
God’s Church who have been bap-
tized by a minister of the United 

Church of God: Zoraya Diaz 
was baptized in 2004, Altagracia 
Melenciano in 2009 and now Aus-
tralia Cunillera in 2010. Plans call 
for an annual visit to this beauti-
ful Caribbean nation to continue 
to serve God’s people.  UN

Quico and Australia Morel de Cunillera with Ralph  
Levy after Australia’s baptism

Member Baptized in Dominican Republic

Paul Spenser plays guitar as Maarten 
and Victor de Jong sing along
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United Youth Corps: Ambassadors for God’s Kingdom
by Audry Bauer

“These all died in faith, not having received 
the promises, but having seen them afar off 
were assured of them, embraced them and con-
fessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth. For those who say such things 
declare plainly that they seek a homeland… 
Now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly 
country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for He has prepared a city 
for them” (Hebrews 11:13-16).

Over the past 10 months, this description of 
how a Christian should live in this present age 
has become increasingly clear and something 
we—as five volunteers in the country of Jor-
dan—have been able to relate to very person-
ally. Every day we hear the mosques’ morning 
call to prayer (at 4:30 a.m.), greet our neighbors 
in a different language, begin school days with 
the Jordanian national anthem and hear the 
tune we associate with ice cream trucks in 
America accompanying the fuel trucks travel-
ing along the streets in Amman.

We are constantly reminded we are in a for-
eign place. At the beginning these instances 
were very strange to us; and even now, 10 
months after our arrival, when we stop and 
think about it, they are still not normal. In 
preparation for returning to our homes in the 
United States, we have spent a good portion 
of time thinking about what we’re leaving 
and what we’re returning to in the States.

It begs the question, Where do I belong?
In Jordan it has been so clear and easy 

to understand that we are simply differ-
ent from those around us. From the begin-

ning of our time here we knew our purpose 
was not to become like the culture around 
us. We were not in Jordan to become so 
familiar with it that it would be our new 
permanent home physically. We did not 
travel here to belong. On the contrary, our 
purpose here, and as God’s people around 
the world wherever we are, is to live our 
lives to represent something greater than 
any physical home we have come from.  

Representing Something Greater 
Than Ourselves

We are here to be ambassadors for Christ; 
we are ambassadors for what He did and  
continues to do—and that includes what 
His Kingdom is all about (2 Corinthians 
5:20). We are but vapors and shadows in 
this physical world. The substance of our 
lives, what we are to show, is the true reality 
of God’s Kingdom. David described this 
system operating by God’s way in a prayer 
in 1 Chronicles 29:10-15.

Last year’s group of volunteers wrote 
about a lesson they learned on the subject 
of representing peace. The point made in 
the article is inseparable from the lesson we 
have been learning this year about being 
pilgrims on this earth and ambassadors for 
Christ. This part of the world is in constant 
stress over impending war and conflict. 
“Whose side are you on?” is a question 
never far from conversation or thoughts, 
especially since we are indeed foreigners in 
this part of the world. 

As God’s people, we are pilgrims and 
strangers in this land and, on a larger 

scale, in this world; we are 
not to be lovers of this world 
(1 John 2:15-17). We don’t 
take sides in this world’s 
politics, wars, ideologies or 
anything else that is a part 
of its system. We represent 
something more—being 
called to do God’s will, 
which is exemplified in the 
life of Jesus Christ, who is 
our Head. 

God ultimately wants 
peace according to His laws. 
He wants to build a family 
and bring many sons to glo-
ry. He wants 
to establish 
a per fect 
way of life 
as described 
in His Word, 
and that is 
what we are 
to stand for 
too. 

I n  ou r 
relationships 
with others 
and when 
we deal with 
the world 
around us, 
this should 
be very plain no matter where we live and 
what we’re doing. This year we have gained 
a simple and fairly clear understanding that 

we are different in many ways. 
As we return to the States, 
we desire to grow further in 
understanding and represent-
ing the way of life God has 
called us to and the way that 
will be lived in His Kingdom 
to come. 

Simply stated, we don’t 
belong in this world. We are 
called out of it by God and 
seek to understand and do 
His will in our lives as we 
await His Kingdom.  UN

Follow the 2009-2010 United Youth 
Corps—Jordan team on their blog at www.
uycjordan09.blogspot.com.

■ The Dallas Women’s 
Program raised $2,475 to 
fund the United Youth Corps 
project in Zambia this August.
by Rebecca Sweat

This past winter the ladies of the Dallas 
Women’s Program (DWP) set a goal of rais-
ing $2,500 to send to the Good Works Zam-
bia Education Project. As of this month, 
they have come very close to achieving their 
goal, collecting $2,475 in funds.

Almost $1,400 was collected this past 
spring, in the form of private donations and 
from a coin-drop donation box that was 
set out during the last two DWP meetings 
and during the Dallas regional basketball 
weekend in March.

The rest of the money was raised May 
13 and 14 at the DWP’s garage sale fund-
raiser at the home of Wayne and Jane 
Carpenter. The previous month, mem-
bers from our local congregation had 
been asked to donate unneeded house-
hold items that could be sold in the rum-
mage sale. The members certainly came 
though! The morning of May 13, the Car-
penters’ garage and driveway were filled 
with dishes, clothes, appliances, furniture, 
toys, sporting equipment and other items 
brethren had donated. Quite a few local 
ladies came by both days to help organize 
and run the sale.

“The rummage sale was a huge success!” 
exclaimed Mrs. Carpenter. The vast major-
ity of items were sold, and all proceeds will 
go towards the fund for the Zambia project. 
Items that didn’t sell will be donated to a 
local charity.

A wonderful “bonus donation” came that 
Friday morning, Mrs. Carpenter related, 
when a woman came by and inquired about 
what the proceeds of the sale were going 
to be used for. After Mrs. Carpenter told 
her about the Zambia project, the woman 
said she “had prayed to God for a place 
to give her tithe because she didn’t have a 
church home and she never comes this way 
along Belt Line Road, but she decided to 
go shopping at garage sales.” This woman 
then donated $100.

Supporting United Youth Corps–
Zambia

The $2,475 in collected funds will be used 
to support the English and computer skills 

classes in August that will be con-
ducted by United Youth Corps 
volunteers. Rural members from 
around Zambia will be traveling 
to the Church property outside 
of Lusaka (the Church’s Feast of 
Tabernacles site in Zambia) and 
pitching tents there where they 
will stay for 10 days while they 

are taking the classes. The funds will help 
pay for food and water for the teachers and 
students.

“The people in Zambia learn English 
in school, but they don’t practice it all the 
time, so they forget it,” explained Tanya 
Horchak. “So in the English classes, they 
will be getting extra practice using the Eng-
lish language. This will help them so when 
they sing hymns in English, they will have 
a better understanding of the meaning of 
the words.”

Additionally, many members of the con-
gregation have donated laptop computers 
in recent weeks, to be used in the com-
puter classes that will also be conducted 
in August.

“We greatly appreciate all the donations, 
the help with the fund-raisers and support 
from our local members here in Dallas and 
Sherman,” Mrs. Horchak said. “The efforts 
of our women and members in the Dal-
las area to raise funds for this wonderful 
educational opportunity in Zambia will be 
greatly appreciated by the local brethren 
there,” Mr. Horchak relayed. “They really 
feel a connection with the brethren in the 
United States who have sacrificed so that 
they can have the opportunity to learn and 
better themselves as God’s people.”  UN

Find out more about Good Works projects 
and how you can help by visiting http://
goodworks.ucg.org.

Good Works: Dallas Women’s Program Funds Zambia Education Project

Kelley Schreiber with one of her 
students on the bus to Bunayat

Youth Corps volunteer Kristine McNeely  
plays with children in Zambia

Some of the ladies in the Dallas Women’s 
Program organize the garage sale

Jamie Franks teaches first aid
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determine how God’s truth can be most 
effectively presented. That includes how to 
best integrate our online media together with 
traditional television and print media. 

To that end, our recent experience on our 
pilot program of five commercial television 
stations has been invaluable. We will now 
use this experience and the improvements 
it helped generate to reach a dramatically 
expanded audience.

About WGN America
WGN America, which reaches over 190 

million people, has made this exclusive 
Sunday morning airtime offer to the Unit-
ed Church of God. WGN’s signal reaches 
all 210 Designated Market Areas (DMAs) 
except for Chicago. We are looking at pric-
ing to possibly add Chicago in as well.

By purchasing a nationwide market, we 
can reach each DMA for 1/12 the cost of 
our current method of buying à la carte TV 
stations in just five DMAs—Boise, Cincin-
nati, Indianpolis, Peoria and Springfield. 
Buying in large volume is a very good use 
of our budget in a cost-benefit sense. We 

are walking through this open 
door. We have nothing to lose, 
and everything to gain. This 
will maximize our previously 
approved 2010-2011 airtime 
budget, and the boldness of 
such a move will show the seri-
ousness of our desire to power-
fully reach this country. 

Every TV Market in the 
United States

So, to elaborate further, 
beginning Sunday July 11, 2010, 
our 30-minute Beyond Today 
television program will air on 
WGN America television, in 
209 U.S. media markets. This 
includes every large and small 
city in the country except Chicago. Our 
program will be seen simultaneously at 8:30 
a.m. Eastern time, 7:30 a.m. Central, 6:30 
a.m. Mountain and 5:30 a.m. Pacific. 

We have found from past experience in 
purchasing airtime on radio, that the earlier 
airtimes are almost always more productive 
in terms of response than later ones. We think 
part of the reason is that people are often tun-

ing in for news, religion and entertainment as 
they are preparing to attend church later in 
the morning.

Please see the list of Designated Market 
Areas (DMA) at http://bit.ly/utmZh, which 
shows the areas where our programs will be 
viewed. WGN’s family-friendly program-
ming can reach a total audience of 200 mil-
lion people throughout the week.

Enter Your ZIP Code for Stations
If you receive cable or satellite television 

and have WGN as part of your program-
ming package, you will be able to watch 
Beyond Today every week. You can find 
stations in your area at www.wgnamerica.
com by entering your zip code in the box at 
the top of the right-hand column. 

We hope you are as excited about this 
dramatic undertaking as is the media staff 
at the home office. We truly want to bold-
ly and powerfully reach people with His 
message of good news! Adding nationwide 
television to our print, Internet and other 
proclamation efforts is a good move. We 
must take full advantage of this new open 
door.

The responsibility of preparing these 
television messages carries a sober weight. 
We ask for your prayers and support 
that our presenters, production team 
and everyone involved in all elements of 
our media outreach will receive an extra 
measure of God’s Holy Spirit. As you’ve 
heard preached during your years in God’s 
Church: “The Church of God moves for-
ward on its knees.” So please add this new 
initiative to your daily prayer life.  UN

Continued from “Beyond Today,” page 1

tian” sites and old churches, most of which 
have little to do with the actual biblical loca-
tions.

From Dan to Masada
Even though Israel is a small country, 

(about the size of the state of Vermont), there 
were many places we all wanted to see. Each 
day began early, and we were often on the road 
by 7:30. Our tour took us first up the coast to 
Caesarea Maritima and on to Mt. Carmel, site 
of Elijah’s confrontation with the prophets of 
Baal. Pastor John Cafourek gave a brief talk 
on the events surrounding Elijah’s work and 
his role in Israel’s history.

From there we raced to the national park 
at Tel Megiddo and then to Tiberias on 
the Sea of Galilee where we spent the next 
three nights. We toured significant sites in 
northern Galilee including Banias (also 
called Caesarea-Philippi), the Golan Heights 
and Tel Dan. When most people think of 
Israel, they think of the desert areas, but in 
many places northern Galilee is lush and 
green; and clear, cool streams rush down into 
the Jordan River.  

In addition to a traditional boat ride on the 
Sea of Galilee, our group visited the Mount of 
the Beatitudes, where Bill Bradford conducted 
a Bible study, and Capernaum, home of Peter 
and later of Jesus and His mother, Mary.

Just a few miles from the Sea of Galilee, we 
visited Nazareth, Cana and also the magnifi-
cent ruins of Zippori.

On Friday morning we visited Beit She’an, 
the largest archaeological excavation in Israel. 
The group continued down the Jordan valley 
with stops at Qumran, site of an ancient Ess-
ene community in the area where the Dead 
Sea Scrolls were discovered. From there we 
went further into the Judean wilderness to the 
site of Masada and returned northward to 
spend a brief time at the Dead Sea.  

Pentecost in Jerusalem
In the late afternoon we began the hour-

long trip up to Jerusalem, arriving just 
before sunset on Friday evening. Our guide 
explained that it is customary for Jews to 
rejoice whenever they go up to Jerusalem, so 
he handed out small cups of wine so we could 
all drink a toast as we entered the city. 

As we looked out the 
bus windows with the 
Sabbath almost upon 
us, he played a record-
ing of “The Holy City,” 
a song we have all 
heard many times. At 
each chorus we all sang 
along, and as the final 
chorus reached those 
words, “Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, sing for the 
night is o’er,” it’s safe to 
say there weren’t many 
dry eyes on the bus. 
That song will never be 
quite the same for any 
of us.

After a restful Sab-
bath evening at the 
hotel, we walked a short 
distance from the hotel 
to the Garden Tomb, 
where ABC instructor 
David Johnson gave a brief Bible study on 
Jesus’ resurrection. The bus picked us up and 
took us to the Mount of Olives, where pastor 
Rex Sexton gave a study. 

After a visit to the Garden of Gethsemane, 
we dropped off our guide, picked up a Pal-
estinian guide and visited the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem. While the traditional 
site has little interest for us, the experience 
of seeing the crowds and confusion that sur-
round this area is enlightening. The Israeli 
Defense Forces have surrounded Bethlehem 
with a large security wall, and passing through 
the checkpoints gave a sobering reminder of 
the tensions that are a constant part of Israeli 
and Palestinian life in the Middle East.

The Sabbath services at the hotel included 
split sermons by pastors Mark Winner and 
Randy Schreiber. After sunset, as the day of 
Pentecost was beginning, the group went to 
the Citadel area, just inside the Jaffa gate of 
the Old City, to view an award-winning sound-
and-light show presentation on the history of 
Jerusalem. 

Holding services on the Pentecost in Jeru-
salem was a special thrill, and we heard split 
sermons by John Cafourek, David Johnson, 
Mark Welch and Bill Bradford. After sun-
down, the group went back to the Old City 
and toured the Western Wall Tunnel, an exca-

vation that runs almost the entire length of the 
Western Wall.

22,000 Steps in the Old City
Early Monday morning our driver dropped 

us off at the entrance to the Temple Mount, 
and we began our walking tour of the Old 
City. One lady had a pedometer that showed 
over 22,000 steps that day, so we figured that 
was between 8 and 10 miles of walking.

From the Temple Mount we went to the 
Pools of Bethesda, up the traditional Via 
Dolorosa into the Arab quarter and the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, along the 
ancient cardo (the main north-south street 
of a Roman city), and ended up at the David-
son  Center and Jerusalem Archaeological 
Park along the southern and western walls 
of the Temple Mount. This area includes the 
sites where Ambassador College students 
helped with excavations under Dr. Benja-
min Mazar.

From there, the group walked a short dis-
tance to the City of David excavations, and 
most took the trip through Hezekiah’s Tunnel. 
The low, narrow tunnel which begins at the 
Gihon Spring is approximately 1,750 feet long 
with knee-deep water throughout its length. 

On Tuesday morning the group toured the 
sobering Yad Vashem memorial. Our guide 

explained that while many people refer to it 
as the “Holocaust” memorial, Jews prefer 
the term Shoah because “holocaust” could 
be applied to a burnt offering, while shoah 
means “catastrophe” or “destruction.” No 
one can ever say they “enjoy” visiting Yad 
Vashem, but it would be difficult to under-
stand the way modern Israelis think without 
experiencing it. 

We then traveled to the Israel Museum 
where we visited the Shrine of the Book and 
the extensive model of first-century Jerusalem. 
In the afternoon participants finally had some 
unscheduled time, and many went back into 
the Old City to shop and visit sites that the 
group did not have time to see.

An early morning flight (with three hours 
of security clearance) at Ben Gurion Airport 
meant we had to leave Jerusalem at 2 a.m. 
for the long journey home. Understandably, 
everyone was tired but agreed that it was well 
worth the effort and expense. In fact, one min-
ister asked if we could do it again next year. 
Well, we’ll see…  UN

To view more photos from the trip, go to the 
United News fanpage on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/UCGUnitedNews. Also, to view 
a series of short videos from the trip called 
“B-Report” posted by one of the elders, John 
Miller, go to http://tinyurl.com/B-Reports.

Continued from “Israel,” page 1

Clint Porter, left, speaks with Gary Petty, Rudy Rangel 
and Steve Myers on the set of Beyond Today

The tour group sits in front of the Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem
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Walk Before Me and Be 
Blameless

God’s standard is not a simple or easy 
standard—but it is one He knows is achiev-
able. What is that standard? As God worked 
with Abraham, He told him, “Walk before 
Me and be blameless” (Genesis 17:1). The 
old King James Version uses a more inter-
esting meaning of the Hebrew word and 
translates the verse this way: “Walk before 
me, and be thou perfect.” Wow! When God 
sets the bar, He sets it high, doesn’t He? All 
He asks of us is to be perfect.

While it would be easy to be over-
whelmed by the impossibility of that 
instruction, God looks at it differently. 
First of all, with Him all things are pos-
sible (Matthew 19:26). Second, there is a 
deeper meaning to that Hebrew word in 
Genesis 17:1. The word is tamiym, which 
can also mean complete, whole, entire, 
without blemish or undefiled. 

This is the same word God used when 
He instructed Israel in the sacrifices. They 
were to bring an animal without blemish 
(tamiym). It is the same word used when 
God was speaking to Satan about Job— 
“There is none like him on the earth, 
a blameless and upright man” (Job 1:8; 
2:3)—and the same word Solomon used 
in Proverbs 11:20, “Those who are of a 
perverse heart are an abomination to the 
Lord, but the blameless in their ways are 
His delight.”

God is not talking about being sin-
less—although that is ultimately where 
He wants us to be (Philippians 2:5; 

Hebrews 4:15). God is seeking a people 
whose hearts seek after Him. This comes 
from living by His standard daily and 
consistently so that our human nature 
begins to be replaced by God’s Holy 
Spirit dwelling in us (Romans 8:7-9). God 
wants us to come out of the world around 
us and to be complete in Him, wholly 
focused on His way of life.

God gives us every opportunity and 
assistance in order to help us achieve His 
standard of being blameless when we ask 
Him. Let us follow the perfect example 
of Christ and “walk before [God] and be 
blameless.”

Dan Dowd
Pastor of the Milwaukee and Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin, congregations

It Takes a Church to Raise 
a Godly Child

There is an old African proverb that 
states, “It takes a village to raise a child.” 
With the graduation of our oldest child 
from high school this year, I have been 
thinking about all of the help and support 
that we have had from our Church village 
in raising him. While I firmly believe that 
it is the parents’ job to raise a child, the 
Church family provides help and support 
that is extremely beneficial and can greatly 
enrich the life of a child! 

Over the years, my husband and I have 
experienced that support in so many 
ways. For instance, neither my husband 
nor I have any special mechanical or 
technological abilities. Yet a man in 
our congregation noticed that our son, 
Luke, had a keen interest in these things 
and spent time answering questions and 
chatting with him about computers, 
technology and building things like a 
hovercraft. 

When Luke was about 12, this man 
asked me if he could give Luke an old 
computer taken apart, along with a book, 
which would give him a chance to learn 
how to build a computer. We would have 
never thought of this ourselves, but read-
ily agreed. Who could know that all of 
these strange pieces in plastic bags could 
produce a computer? 

But Luke was fascinated by this chal-
lenge. It took him only one week dur-
ing his summer vacation to put together 
a working computer. He has gone on to 
learn much more about microelectronics 
and technology at school and on his own, 
and we have all benefited from the skills 
learned and the interests started from that 
project. You may never know what a dif-
ference getting to know a young person 
and sharing an interest of yours could 
make in the life of that youth.

Brethren have been extremely kind in 
making it possible for him to travel with 
various school groups and still keep the 
Sabbath. While traveling with his high 
school choir to New York City last year, 
Church members from the area went out 
of their way to pick us up from our hotel 
on the Sabbath, feed us lunch and take us 
to a neighboring congregation where we 
had mutual friends. 

This year, the band took a bus trip to 
San Francisco, which once again included 
a Sabbath. A local member via e-mail act-
ed as our “Sabbath travel agent.” He and 
his wife picked us up for services at the 
hotel, then arranged with other brethren 
to get a group together for lunch and fel-
lowship and then provided us with a ride 
to meet up with the high school group 
near the end of the Sabbath at a different 
location. It was the first time that we had 
met most of these people, yet we felt that 
we were part of a large and welcoming 
family.

What a wonderful gift of support and 
encouragement to our family and a chance 

for the Body of Christ to become more 
closely bonded together! 

Over the years, Luke has participated 
in many Church choirs and instrumental 
ensembles. One year at the Feast, I was 
concerned that he would be disappointed 
to miss the teen hospitality due to the 
choir rehearsal scheduled at the same 
time. When I asked him how he felt about 
keeping his commitment to participate in 
the choir, he said that it was fine, that 
the men in his section were interesting to 
talk with. They included him in their con-
versations during breaks, and he enjoyed 
talking with them about their jobs and 
interests. 

They may not have known what a dif-
ference their kindness made in the life of 
a teenager that Feast, but God’s Spirit was 
evident in the way that they interacted 
with our son.

As Luke heads toward college and 
adulthood, we would like to thank the 
many people who have been instrumen-
tal in helping him to grow into a young 
man. We encourage all of you to continue 
to be involved with the youth that you 
encounter at services. It truly is a way 
to fulfill John 13:35 in the lives of our 
children. As you get to know the youth 
and build a friendship and relationship, 
you may have the opportunity to have a 
profound impact on a future member of 
the God family! 

Linda Hansen
Salem, Oregon, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical 

wisdom, humor or practical information 
that you would like to share? Please send 
them to your local pastor and ask him to 
forward them to United News at the home 
office. Guidelines are available on request 
(UN@ucg.org).

Turning the Hearts . . . 
Graduation Time is Special

Whether it is grade school, junior high, senior high or uni-
versity, graduation is always a special time. Graduation sig-
nals the completion of a particular level of schooling. What 
an accomplishment! Graduates deserve to be congratulated 
and honored for their achievements in receiving their diplo-
mas or degrees.

I remember how excited we were when our girls graduated 
from high school. We were so proud to be sitting in the audi-
ence with hundreds of parents as we watched our daughters walk to the stage and 
receive their diplomas. It was another step in maturing for them.

After the graduation came the parties at our home with invited family and friends 
coming by to wish the graduate success in the future. What special memories we 
have of those events!

Remember, graduation is about the accomplishments of the graduate. Be sure to 
celebrate him or her. You can be pleased with his or her accomplishments, but keep 
the focus on the graduate.

Also remember that it is an emotional time for graduates. They are torn between 
spending time with their parents and wanting to be with fellow graduates whom 
they may not see again for a very long time. 

Next, plan to celebrate the event appropriately by planning the graduation party 
with the graduate in mind. Invite the friends and relatives that he or she would 
want there.

Finally, accept the level to which your graduate has now advanced. He or she has 
made a significant achievement and needs to be recognized appropriately by let-
ting him or her make more decisions for himself or herself. Sometimes it is difficult 
for parents to recognize their children are growing up, but graduation is a time to 
prepare to launch them into life.

Congratulations to all our graduates of 2010!
Gary Antion

Caption Contest
“I said ‘parting of the Red 

Sea’ not ‘depart for the 

surf-sea!’” (Raven Burrow, 

age 10,  Lubbock, Texas)

“Wow! Let’s do that again!” 

(Jayron Stample, age 10, 

Stockton, California)

Winner!

Runner-up!

Honorable Mention!
“Most of his Israelite brethren saw a way of escape from the approaching 

Egyptian armies. Carl, however, was an opportunist.” (Jeremy Lallier, age 20, 

Cincinnati, Ohio, North congregation)
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Choosing Peace in an Out-of-Control World
■ Having to deal 
with the speed and 
distractions from this 
ever-busy world can result 
in feelings of helplessness 
and anxiety. Changing 
our perspective and 
attitudes, however, can 
give us the peace of mind 
we so crave.
by Colleen Winner

Try to remember the last time 
you felt calm, content, control or 
peace. All too often it seems we are 
at the mercy of an out-of-control 
world. Often my friends and I seem 
to find ourselves talking about 
the broken appliance, the child 
screaming while we are talking on 
the phone, the nagging headache 
or the litany of responsibilities that 
make our lives too busy. 

Maybe you have had similar 
conversations with your friends. 
Healthy friendships are important 
to our emotional well-being, and 
talking with friends about these 
everyday stresses is not a bad 
thing. But the content of these 
conversations sometimes leaves 
me wondering if important spiri-
tual priorities are being ignored. 

It seems too easy to embrace 
speed and distractions in this 
world, which can cause us to lose 
sight of healthy priorities, result-
ing in feelings of helplessness and 
anxiety. 

Have you heard of “Hurry Sick-
ness”? In his book Hurry: Spiritual 
Strategies for Slowing Down, Kirk 
Byron Jones says, “When hurry 
becomes a chronic condition, 
when we run even when there is 
no reason to, when we rush while 
performing even the most mun-
dane tasks, it may be said that we 
have become addicted to hurry.” 

Jones questions who we are 
running from with our compul-
sion to do everything quickly. 
Ourselves? God? He asks if one 
can find peace in such a frantic 
world of avoidance. Interestingly, 
among several recommendations 
for dealing with hurry sickness, 
Jones mentions one we should all 
be familiar with—Sabbath obser-
vance. Remembering the seventh 
day and keeping it holy acts as a 
wonderful counterbalance to the 
other six days that can throw us 
off balance. When life’s speed and 
stress increase, it requires us to 
utilize every tool at our disposal 
to break this cycle.  

Investing time in such activi-
ties as relaxing, meditating and 

praying improve both mental and 
physical health. Moments of quiet 
give us an opportunity to priori-
tize and have quality time to spend 
on improving our spiritual health. 
Quiet times should strengthen us 
but not become another method 
of avoidance. “I was at peace until 
my family came home or until my 
roommate walked through the 
door.” “The Sabbath was great, so 
peaceful until I went to Church 
services. The choir was loud, the 
building too hot, no one smiled at 
me.” If we truly want peace in our 
lives we have to actively pursue 
it. It requires self-discipline and 
seeking help from God.

Fame, Fortune—or 
Contentment?

When I was a teenager, my 
father was our congregation’s teen 
coordinator. He had been think-
ing about a topic for a Bible study. 
I still remember clearly when one 
day, out of the blue, he asked, 
“If you could have anything you 
want, what would it be?” My 
answer was to be content. Con-
tentment was more important to 
me than the more obvious choices 
of fortune or fame. I still think 
about my response to that ques-
tion so many years ago.    

Contentment is not an escape 
from life’s trials but an abiding 
peace and confidence in the midst 
of those trials. Contentment is a 
choice. It is from within and not 
due to external circumstances. It 
is part of happiness, but it isn’t the 
pursuit of happiness. Achieving 
this state of being is a powerful 

testament to God and what His 
Holy Spirit can do in our lives.

The apostle Paul learned to 
be content: “Not that I speak in 
regard to need, for I have learned 
in whatever state I am to be con-
tent” (Philippians 4:11). It didn’t 
just happen. Learning to change 
what we can change and accept 
what we can’t is a challenge for us 
all, but meeting this challenge can 
give us peace of mind.

All too often we can become 
convinced that something more 
has to take place for us to be sat-
isfied. Do we buy into the world 
of marketing that tells us life will 
be better when we own a bigger 
house, have a nicer car, wear a 
size 2 or overspend on credit? Do 
we tell ourselves we will be happi-
er if our husbands treat us better, 
our children are out of diapers/in 
school/out of the house? The truth 
is there will always be challenges 
to face. No life is without trials.

What Is Your Level of 
Contentment?

Here are three questions that we 
can ask ourselves regarding our 
level of contentment:  

Am I continually trying to reach 
a problem-free state of being? Life 
is not trouble-free.  Psalm 34:19 
tells us, “Many are the afflictions 
of the righteous, but the Lord 
delivers him out of them all.” 

Do I feel shortchanged or 
thankful for what God has given 
me? Feelings of depravation often 
go hand in hand with making 
comparisons, which Paul warns is 
destructive (2 Corinthians 10:12). 

An attitude of 
gratitude brings 
with it content-
ment and peace 
of mind.  

Am I looking in 
the right place for 
peace of mind? 
Often people 
turn to alcohol, 
drugs, unhealthy 
r e l a t ion sh ip s , 
false religion or 
maybe just hur-
ry through life 
embracing one 
distraction after 
another in avoid-
ance.  

Dan Story in 
his book Defend-
ing Your Faith 
mentions three 
basic needs that 
people seek to 
fulfill in order 
to have peace 
of mind. Story 
writes, “These 
three basic needs 
are physica l , 

emotional and spiritual.” 
He goes on to eloquently state 

that just fulfilling physical and 
emotional needs does not lead 
to peace of mind. He writes 
that regardless of how satisfying 
one’s life is, there exists a long-
ing for something that this earth 
or human relationships cannot 
provide: spiritual peace of mind. 
Philippians 4:7 tells us that “the 
peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard 
[our] hearts and minds.” Ultimate 
peace of mind comes from God.

Five Keys to Winning the 
Battle for Peace

It has been over a decade since 
I read the book Winning Life’s 
Toughest Battles by Julius Segal. It 
came to mind because the author 
shared vivid and very moving sto-
ries of personal survival. After 
recently reviewing the book, I 
realized that Dr. Segal’s five keys 
to emerging as a victor instead of 
a victim give insight to the topic 
of peace. His five keys are com-
munication, control, conviction, 
clear conscience and compassion. 
As a Christian, I put it in terms 
of where our focus needs to be 
in good times as well as difficult 
times. 

Focus on our relationship with 
God. Communication is impor-
tant to survival in difficult times. 
How can we expect to know the 
peace of God if we don’t know 
God? The Bible, God’s Word, is 
filled with beautiful promises of 
peace. We share our thoughts of 
anxiety, our fears and our hurts 

when we pray. We also ask Him 
to strengthen us and give us peace 
of mind through the power of His 
Holy Spirit.  

Focus on what we can do in dif-
ficult times. The author states that 
our emotional well-being requires 
dependable themes. We have to 
combat feelings of helplessness 
or wanting to give up. We must 
find what we can control with 
God’s help and leave the rest in 
His hands. If nothing else, each of 
us can control our attitude. Often 
isn’t that the only thing we can 
control? And yet it is the biggest 
challenge of all.  

Focus on the big picture. Dr. 
Segal mentions that we must have 
an anchoring purpose for our 
existence in times of crushing 
stress. In Nazi death camps the 
person who no longer had a goal 
was less likely to survive. Over 
the years I have drawn comfort 
and a deeper level of conviction 
from seeing God was there for me 
during my toughest battles. I hold 
those memories close for the next 
battle to be faced. 

Focus on being right with God. 
The author mentions that it is next 
to impossible to feel guilty and 
hopeful at the same time. Do any 
of us feel at peace when we know 
we aren’t right with God? Guilt is 
certainly destructive to peace of 
mind. When we are feeling con-
flicted, we have no peace—no 
matter how much avoidance we 
engage in. Is our conscience clear?

Focus on serving others. Self-
absorption is not our friend in 
times of crisis. Looking out for 
number one doesn’t lead to peace 
of mind or true happiness. Over 
the years I have learned that 
focusing on others and their needs 
(showing compassion) changes me 
in a good way and helps bring a 
sense of perspective and peace.

There are times in life when we 
face trials that seem overwhelm-
ing. It’s important to prepare for 
those times and be able to survive 
them. Consider Isaiah 32:17: “The 
fruit of righteousness will be peace; 
the effect of righteousness will be 
quietness and confidence forever” 
(New International Version).  

God expects us to pursue the 
peace He wants us to have.  He 
promises us the comfort and help 
we need via His Holy Spirit. Let’s 
be proactive and choose not to 
succumb to an out-of-control 
world. UN

Colleen Winner is the wife of 
Mark Winner, who pastors the 
Henderson, Lexington and Lou-
isville, Kentucky, congregations. 
She was the keynote speaker at the 
2009 Twin Cities Women’s Con-
ference, which focused on “Finding 
Peace.” 

If we truly want peace in our lives, we have to actively pursue 
it. It requires self-discipline and seeking help from God.
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Sarah Melissa Auguste

Parents: Wilner and Marie Auguste
Congregation: Worcestor, Massachusetts
High School Accomplishments: Sarah earned 

honorable mention for second quarter 
2009-2010. She also won the Leadership in 
Game Club award. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Sarah 
performs offertory music, sings in the teen 
and young adult choir and serves refresh-
ments after services. Sarah enjoys playing 
piano, writing, singing in choir, helping 
friends and family members with projects, 
and being involved in things that can make 
a difference.

Plans After Graduation: Sarah plans to attend 
University of Massachusetts Boston then 
transfer to a pharmacy college to receive 
her doctorate degree in pharmacy, pref-
erably at Massachusetts College of Phar-
macy and Health Sciences or Northeastern 
University. 

Favorite Scripture: Matthew 6:33; John 13:34-
35; John 3:16.

Favorite Quotes: “Life is not measured by 
the breaths we take but the moments that 
take our breath away.” “With great power 
comes great responsibility.” “Be who you 
are and say what you feel because those 
who matter don’t mind and those who 
mind don’t matter.” 

Advice: Enjoy life to the fullest, be all you 
can be, and be kind to everyone you meet. 
Those you help will be there to help you in 
your time of need.  

Christopher Ryan Bader

Parents: Steve and Laurie Bader
Congregation: Eau Claire, Wisconsin
High School Accomplishments: During his 

freshman year Chris became an Eagle 
Scout, also earning the bronze, silver and 
eagle palm. He was on his high school 
men’s swim team all four years. He also 
worked at Fazoli’s restaurant and as a life-
guard for Chaos and YMCA. He was a 
coach at the Special Olympics.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Chris-
topher enjoyed attending three Winter 
Camps, attended Lake Elmo weekend 
camps and Families for God weekends 
over the five years that he has attended 

the United Church of God. Chris enjoys 
learning how to play guitar in his spare 
time. His interests are sports and hanging 

out with friends.
Plans After Graduation: Chris will attend Uni-

versity of Wisconsin–Eau Claire this fall 
majoring in premedical.

Favorite Quote: “Believe in yourselves. 
Dream. Try. Do good”—George Feeny, 
Boy Meets World.

Jodie Christine Ball

Parents: Louis and Joan Ball
Congregation: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
High School Accomplishments: Jodie attended 

West Mifflin High School where she was 
on high honor roll and honor roll ever 
since kindergarten. Her accomplishments 
include National Honor Society, National 
Chorus award, Tri-M (National Honor 
Society for music), chorus president in 
her senior year and chorus vice president 
in her junior year. She won third place 
in WMASD 10th annual talent show,  
performed in three high school musicals 
(Annie, Oklahoma, The Wiz) where she 
also worked on the sets, recorded three 
songs and taught her chorus class when 
the teacher was unavailable. She was in 
show choir for three years, was student 
secretary, won a scholarship for academic 
excellence and the choral achievement cer-
tificate, and participated in tennis team 
her freshman year.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: She 
helps record church services for the DVD 
library and participates in the Pittsburgh 
prom work parties. She organizes food for 
distribution for the local church food bank 
and was treasurer and secretary for teen 
speech club. She sang at the Feast in New 
Zealand and also does occasional special 
music for the local congregation.

Plans After Graduation: Jodie plans to go to 
community college for business and work 
up enough money to go to Musician’s 
Institute of California in Los Angeles for 
a degree in vocal performance.

Favorite Quote: “There’s nothing you can do 
that can’t be done. Nothing you can sing 
that can’t be sung … All you need is love.”

Favorite Scripture: “But God, who is rich 
in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when we were 
dead in trespasses, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  
and raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus,  that in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in 
His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” 
(Ephesians 2:4-7).

Ariel Nicole Bardwell

Parents: Obey and Lisa Parker
Congregation: Laurel, Mississippi
High School Accomplishments: Ariel received 

the Senior Project of Distinction award 

and was a blood donor recognized by the 
Red Cord Honors Program.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Ariel 
attended Camp Woodmen. She enjoys 

shopping and spending time with fam-
ily and friends. She also enjoys working, 
swimming, music and being outside.

Plans After Graduation: In the fall, Ariel will 
be attending the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College to earn a degree as a 
surgical tech.

Favorite Scripture: “In all your ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He shall direct your paths” 
(Proverbs 3:6).

Favorite Quote: “When all else is gone, God 
is still left. Nothing changes Him.”

Kachine Bean

Parents: Carl and Anja Bean
Congregation: Cadillac, Michigan
High School Accomplishments: Kachine has 

been a member of National Honor Society 
since last year. She was also in the top fifth 
percentile of her class and was one of four 
people awarded for being in soccer for all 
of high school with a 3.5  GPA or higher. 
She won a medal for having a 3.0 GPA 
or higher and achievement awards for all 
general classes (precalculus, ornithology, 
English and psychology). She also made 
six goals in one soccer game.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Kachine helps at church by setting up and 
taking down chairs and tables and clean-

Congratulations, High School Graduates!

CLASS OF 
2010

Christopher Ryan Bader

Jodie Christine Ball

Ariel Nicole Bardwell
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ing the kitchen. She has also sung soprano 
in the Feast choir for four years. She enjoys 

cleaning the house and cleaning in general. 
She also loves soccer and enjoys volleyball.

Plans After Graduation: Kachine is going to 
college at Ferris State University to study 
pharmacy.

Favorite Quote: “You don’t know what you’ve 
got until it’s gone”—TobyMac.

Rachel Boykin

Parents: Kim and Brenda Boykin
Congregation: Raleigh, North Carolina
High School Accomplishments: One of Rachel’s 

favorite activities in high school was being 
part of the track team. She won second 
place in all-conference girls’ pole-vaulting 
in her sophomore year and first place in 
all-conference girls’ pole-vaulting in her 
junior and senior years. She was also very 
happy to be inducted into National Art 
Honor Society. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Aside 
from school, Rachel enjoys attending the 
Raleigh congregation. Whenever she has 
free time, she likes to hang out with her 
friends, enjoy the outdoors or just travel. 

Plans After Graduation: Because of her pas-
sion for travel, she plans to attend Nash 
Community College for two years to 
obtain an associate’s degree and then pos-
sibly attend a training school to become a 
flight attendant.

Favorite Scripture: Although she doesn’t 
have one favorite scripture, the book of 
Psalms is very inspiring to her.

Mottos: “Live, Laugh, Love.” “Forever trust 
in who you are; let nothing else matter.”

Matthew Buchholz

Parents: Andy and Donna Buchholz
Congregation: Buffalo, New York

High School Accomplishments: Matt gradu-
ated with a Regents Diploma and was on 
the honor roll all four years of high school. 

He accomplished a sequence in technology 
class and also played volleyball. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Matt 
has been an assistant camp counselor at 
Camp Buckeye, attended Camp Heritage 
for five years and volunteers to serve in 
the local congregations. He enjoys sketch-
ing, reading, camping, hiking and playing 
various sports. 

Plans After Graduation: Matt plans to attend 
Finger Lakes Community College for an 
associate’s degree in architectural design 
and drafting and then transfer to Alfred 
State for a bachelor’s degree in architecture. 

Justin Dupree Carey

Parents:  Todd and Gloria Carey
Congregation: Williamsburg, Virginia
High School Accomplishments: Justin was a 

member of the Richmond Concert Band 
in the trumpet section for two years and 
participated in a concert program called 

“Come and Play,” which has  participants 
of all ages and levels along with members 
of the Richmond Symphony Orchestra.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jus-
tin enjoys learning and loves writing, lit-
erature, history, playing the trumpet, tak-
ing German, singing, dancing, talking and 
communicating with people, walking and 
jogging. Justin enjoys camping and par-
ticipating in the United Youth Camps (and 
hoping to be on staff one day) as well as 
serving in the Church and being available 
for service and to help out. He sings in the 
Church choir, plays hymns on the trum-
pet and plays the shofar on the Feast of 
Trumpets. He served on the parking crew 
for three years and played in the ensemble 
at the Feast of Tabernacles.

Plans After Graduation: Justin plans to go to 
J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College 
for two years and then to Virginia Com-
monwealth University in Richmond. His 
plan is to take literature, writing and con-
tinue to take German. He is also interested 
in  the medical field. 

Favorite Scripture:  “Remember now your 
Creator in the days of your youth, before 
the difficult days come” (Ecclesiastes 12:1).

Thomas Aaron Creg

Parents: Dennis Aaron Creg and Crystal 
Lynn Tupper

Congregation: Cadillac, Michigan
High School Accomplishments: Thomas par-

ticipated in school activities such as the 
Cougar Carnival, National Honor Soci-
ety, track and field day and other events. 
Thomas graduated with a medal denot-
ing he earned a 3.0 or higher GPA and 
received a red cord for helping with the 
blood drive.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Thomas helps with set up at Church ser-
vices. For the past two years, he has sung 
in the Feast choir. He also enjoy archery 
and being with friends. He likes to be out-
side as much as he can, and he likes work-
ing on cars.

Plans After Graduation: Thomas plans on 
going to college at Ferris State Univer-
sity. He has been accepted and is going 

to study construction management and 
technology.

Favorite Scriptures: “Dearly beloved, avenge 
not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, vengeance is mine; 
I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if 
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, 
give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
heap coals of fire on his head” (Romans 
12:19-20, King James Version) and “Be ye 
angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down 
upon your wrath: Neither give place to the 
devil” (Ephesians 4:26-27, KJV).

Favorite Quote: “‘I can forgive, but I cannot 
forget’ is only another way of saying, ‘I will 
not forgive.’ Forgiveness ought to be like a 
cancelled note—torn in two, and burned 
up, so that it never can be shown against 
one”—Henry Ward Beecher.

Stacie Renee Curran

Parents: Randy and Susan Curran
Congregation: Cincinnati East, Ohio

High School Accomplishments: Stacie gradu-
ated valedictorian of her class. She was 
secretary of the Science Honor Society, 
president of the Spanish Club as well as 
a member of the National Honor Society, 
Hispanic Honor Society and Beta Club. 
Stacie also helped her fellow students in 
peer tutoring.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Sta-
cie enjoys playing ultimate Frisbee, cards, 
watching movies, reading and rock climb-
ing. She has attended local youth camps 
as well as two years of Pinecrest sum-

mer camp. Stacie has given many hours 
of community service over the last couple 
of years, helping with the Cincinnati East 
senior dinners as well as local community 
projects.

Plans After Graduation: Stacie plans to major 
in mechanical engineering at the J.B. Speed 
School of Engineering at the University of 
Louisville in Kentucky, where she received 
the Trustee’s scholarship.

Kyle Degagne

Parents:  Ronald Degagne and Lisa Smith
Congregation: Geneva, Alabama
High School Accomplishments: Kyle graduated 

high school with a GPA of 3.46 while tak-
ing several honor courses.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Kyle 
excelled at football until it interfered with 

keeping the Sabbath. However, he contin-
ued to assist with his younger brother’s 
local peewee football team. Kyle has vol-
unteered at Tomahawk Preteen Camp as 
an assistant counselor and in maintenance 
for the past four summers. He regularly 
serves at Sabbath services setting up and 
helping in sound. When he is not working 
with local farmers, he thoroughly enjoys 
fishing in local lakes. He also enjoys deep-
sea fishing. Kyle has owned and operated 
his own lawn-care business since he was 
old enough to push his Troy-Bilt lawn 
mower to the neighbor’s house—he con-
tinues that business today.  Kyle is working 
this summer from sunrise to sunset har-
vesting and bailing hay for local farmers 
when he is not attending and serving at 
several UCG camps.  

Plans After Graduation: Kyle will attend 
Chipola Junior College in the fall work-
ing toward a business management degree. 
His parents are most pleased with his hard 
work ethic and sense of responsibility. 

Favorite Scripture: “Do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its 
own” (Matthew 6:34, New International 
Version). 

Victoria Egedus

Parents: Constantine and Erzebet Egedus
Congregation: Chicago, Illinois
High School Accomplishments: Vicky gradu-

ated with four years of high honors and 
was in the top 5 percent. She won second 
place in the National Spanish Exam and 
was a member of National Honor Society 
and Science National Honor Society. She 
was also involved in many productions in 
her school’s theater and musical depart-
ments as well as running on the track team. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Vicky was a counselor at preteen camp 

Matthew Buchholz
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Stacie Renee Curran
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two years. Her hobbies are singing and 
volunteering. Her interests are traveling 
and visiting loved ones who live far away.

Plans After Graduation: Vicky will be attend-

ing Lake Forest College to pursue a bach-
elor’s degree in neuroscience.

Advice: You never know until you try.

Meredith Erickson

Parents: Glenn and Sherry Erickson
Congregation: Duluth, Minnesota
High School Accomplishments: Meredith is 

an American Red Cross Certified Profes-
sional rescuer/lifeguard and was named 
YMCA volunteer of the year 2009. She also 
was on the East Range Academy A Honor 
Roll and was a post-secondary student at 
Mesabi Community College. Meredith 
made the Dean’s List in the 2010 spring 
semester. She carried a 20-credit load and 
earned a 3.7 GPA for the semester. She 
graduated with an associate of arts degree. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Meredith lives on a family farm where 
they raise beef cattle and strawberries for 

resale. They also have horses, and she likes 
to trail ride. She also likes to snowmobile, 
fish, hunt, swim and camp with family and 
friends.

Plans After Graduation: She plans to attend 
University of Wisconsin, Superior (UWS) 
this fall to finish her bachelor’s degree in 
marine/aquatic biology and then seek the 
possibility of getting her master’s in ocean-
ography.

Favorite Scriptures: Proverbs 3:5-7; Matthew 
6:31-33. 

Lynette Jillian Fenchel

Parents: Matthew and Lisa Fenchel
Congregation: Cincinnati East, Ohio 
High School Accomplishments: Lynette grad-

uated with honors and had a 4.0 GPA. She 
was a member of National Honor Society, 
Student Council and participated in Mock 
Trial for four years where she received out-

standing lawyer and witness awards. She 
attended Buckeye Girls State and partici-
pated in the freshman mentoring program. 
Lynette has received $27,000 in scholar-
ships. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Lynette has enjoyed attending various 
United Youth Camps as well as volun-
teering as an assistant counselor at Camp 
Buckeye preteen camp for the past three 
years. She has volunteered over 140 hours 
at the Clermont Mercy Hospital Circle of 
Caring Program. She loves traveling to 
new places, reading, writing, piano, any-
thing outdoors and spending time with 
family and friends.

Plans After Graduation: Lynette will pursue 
her BSN degree at the University of Cin-
cinnati. Eventually she would like to go 
to graduate school and become a nurse 
educator or nurse practitioner. 

Favorite Quote: “The world is full of people 
who will go their whole lives and not actu-
ally live one day. She did not intend to be 
one of them”— Leigh Standley.

Conner Ferrier

Parents: Bill and Kelli Ferrier
Congregation: Northern Arizona
High School Accomplishments: Conner was 

valedictorian and made highest academic 
honors 9th through 12th grades. He also 
qualified for the National Archery Cham-
pionship in 11th and 12th grades, was bas-
ketball league MVP in 12th grade and was 
chosen for Peer Assistance and Leadership 
(PAL) program, which teaches peer media-
tion and mentoring as well as community 
service. Conner received an Elks scholar-
ship and a merit scholarship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  
Conner has been to Camp Hye Sierra 
for the past four years. He enjoys playing 
guitar, basketball and being part of the 
archery team.  

Plans After Graduation: Conner will be 

attending Camp Hye Sierra this summer 
and will be starting college in the fall, pur-
suing a degree in finance.

Favorite Scripture: “I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33, NIV).

Marcus Galli

Parents: Mark and Bev Galli
Congregation: Columbus, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Marcus 

participated in band, tennis team (four 
years) and swim team (one year). He won 
the Scholar Musician Award (one year), 
Scholar Athlete Award (three years), Hon-
or Roll, Outstanding Academic Achieve-
ment Award (three years), Capital Connect 
Award, Presidential Scholarship and Capi-
tal Grant Award.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  
Marcus enjoys basketball, volleyball and 
tennis. He also enjoys playing piano, lis-
tening to music and attending United 

Youth Camps. He attended preteen camps 
for six years, Heritage for six years and 
Winter Camp for two years. He worked at 
Camp Buckeye for three years as leather 
craft instructor, an assistant counselor and 
a nature hike leader.

Plans After Graduation: Marcus plans to 
attend Capital University in the fall. His 
major is undecided.

Favorite Scripture: “There is no fear in love; 
but perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 
4:18).

Favorite Quote: “We would accomplish many 
more things if we did not think of them as 
impossible”—Vince Lombardi.

Miranda Garcia

Parents: Jesse and Janet Garcia
Congregation: Minneapolis, Minnesota

High School Accomplishments: Miranda was 

in Honors Orchestra level 3.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  

Miranda loves to play violin and has been 
doing so for eight years. She also really 
enjoys writing, photography and travel; 
she likes to see new places and meet new 
people. 

Plans After Graduation: Miranda plans to go 
to Anoka-Ramsey Community College to 
complete her general education courses.

Favorite Scripture: “Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about its own things. Sufficient for the day 
is its own trouble” (Matthew 6:34).

Nathaniel Greene

Parents: Wiley and Debra Greene
Congregation: Kingsport, Tennessee
High School Accomplishments: Nathaniel fin-

ished with a 4.0 GPA, ranking first in his 
graduating class. He was a member of the 
National Honor Society, Beta Club, Math 
Club and Science Club. He was also a VA/
TN Scholar. He is an avid tennis player 
who played number one for his high school 
team for three years and was team cap-
tain his junior and senior years. He won 
county doubles title his senior year with his 
brother Caleb, a sophomore, and placed 
second in singles. He was the MVP for his 
school for two years.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  
Nathaniel has been a yearly participant in 

Winter Family Weekend basketball. His 
other interests include a variety of music, 
sports and travel.

Plans After Graduation: Nathaniel plans to 
attend King College on a tennis and aca-
demic scholarship. King College, a private 
Presbyterian school, is located in Bristol, 
Tennessee. He plans to major in premed.

Favorite Scripture: Psalm 23.

Luke Hansen

Parents: Bruce and Linda Hansen
Congregation: Salem, Oregon
High School Accomplishments: Luke played 

trumpet in the band and sang first tenor in 
the choir for his high school. He was able 
to compete in the Best in the Northwest 
choir competition and the state band com-
petition. The band’s state competition slot 
was changed from Saturday to Wednesday 
in order to allow him to compete. He also 
swam on the varsity swim team his junior 
and senior years, lettering both years. 
Luke competed at RoboFest Regionals 
this year, and his robot was the only one 
to complete the advanced autonomous line 
obstacle course. He was a member of the 
National Honor Society.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  
Luke has attended preteen and teen Unit-
ed Youth Camps for eight years and has 
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worked at preteen camp the last two years. 
He is also very involved with the music 

during Church services, playing trumpet, 
singing in vocal ensemble and occasionally 
leading hymns and accompanying hymns 
on the piano. Luke’s hobbies include 
swimming, piano and microelectronics. 
He completed Level 10 Piano Syllabus 
Exam this year to his great relief!

Plans After Graduation: Luke will utilize a 
full-tuition scholarship for two years at 
Chemeketa Community College, after 
which he plans to pursue a degree in 
mechanical engineering at Oregon State 
University. 

Favorite Scripture: “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me” (Phi-
lippians 4:13).

Favorite Quote: “As long as there are tests, 
there will be prayer in schools.”

Allen Holl

Parents: Ron and Janine Maurer
Congregation: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania/ 

Morgantown, West Virginia
High School Accomplishments: Allen grad-

uated from Elizabeth Forward High 
School. He was in district choir and 

also played bass. He was the bass sec-
tion leader. He broke the school’s indoor 
shot put record and was all-section in the 
track team’s shot put, discus and javelin 
competition.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Allen helps with the sound crew in Mor-
gantown. He served as staff for many 
years at Camp Buckeye and was presi-
dent of teen speech club in Pittsburgh. 
He enjoys hunting, fishing, off-roading, 
skiing and biking.

Plans After Graduation:  Allen plans on 
attending West Virginia University to 
major in civil and/or mining engineering. 
He later wants to retire and buy a farm. 

Favorite Scripture: “Whatever your hand 
finds to do, do it with your might; for 

there is no work or device or knowledge 
or wisdom in the grave where you are 
going” (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

Jessica Horchak

Parents: Joe and Jackie Horchak
Congregation: Sacramento, California
High School Accomplishments: Jessica 

graduated from Horizon Charter School 
as a junior in high school. She inadver-
tently took too many classes for the last 

three years and fulfilled her graduation 
requirements a year early. Jessica enjoys 
making jewelry and listening to music by 
“less popular” rock bands.  

Plans After Graduation:  She is now the 
youngest student attending classes at the 
International Academy of Design and 
Technology, majoring in interior design. 

Favorite Motto: Everything happens for a 
reason.

Joseph Horchak

Parents: Joe and Jackie Horchak
Congregation: Sacramento, California
High School Accomplishments: Joe was a 

top competitor all four years in water 
polo and swim team. He was committed 
to participating in all tournaments but 
never compromised regarding the Sab-

bath. Joe’s teammates knew when sunset 
on Friday was approaching—it was time 
for “Joe to go.”  He was also a top student 
academically. He received the Golden 
State Merit Award for his outstanding 
GPA. Joe also works as a lifeguard and 
swim instructor. His hobbies include surf-
ing, fixing up his car and playing guitar.  

Plans After Graduation:  He plans to attend 
Sierra College in the fall and major in 
physics. 

Courtney Horvath

Parents: David and Regina Horvath
Congregation: Nashville, Tennessee
High School Accomplishments: Courtney 

graduated fourth in a class of 336 students 
with a 4.4 weighted GPA. She was High-
est Honors Member of National Honor 
Society, Mu Alpha Theta Varsity Volley-
ball starter receiving the Student-Athlete 

Award of Merit, recipient of Outstand-
ing Academic Achiever Award, recipi-
ent of Honors Outstanding Performance 
Award and earned 18 college credit hours 
through AP courses.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Courtney enjoys teaching the pre-K and 
kindergarten Bible classes and helping to 
make cards for shut-ins. She sings in the 
choir and helps serve at her local senior 
banquets. She has attended Camp Wood-
men and Winter Camp and will serve as 
volleyball staff at Camp Woodmen and 
attend either Pinecrest or Heritage for 
the first time. Her hobbies include both 
indoor and sand volleyball, traveling, car-
hopping at Sonic and hanging out with 
friends.

Plans After Graduation: Courtney plans to 
attend Belmont University in the fall on 
an academic merit scholarship majoring 
in early childhood education. Working 
with small children is her passion, and 
she plans to earn her Montessori teaching 
certification to teach the early childhood 
class of ages 3 to 6.

Favorite Scripture: “For I am persuaded 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things pres-
ent nor things to come, nor height nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38-39).

Favorite Quote: “When the power of love 
overcomes the love of power the world 
will know peace.” 

Ko Kler Htoo

Parents: Juliana Naw and Saw San Mya
Congregation: Raleigh, North Carolina 
High School Accomplishments: Ko was a 

National Honor Society graduate. He is 
the first in his family, and firstborn son, 
to attend university. He is also the first 
Karen student to graduate from Carr-
boro High School in North Carolina. Ko 
was born on the Thai and Burmese bor-
der. His family is Karen, an ethnic group 
from Burma that has its own language 
and culture. When he was three years 
old, his family was forced to leave their 
hometown and went to a refugee camp in 
Thailand because of a Burmese military 
operation. Ko and his family immigrated 
to the United States in 2004.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Ko 
is a member of men’s club and has an 
interest in basketball.

Plans After Graduation: After graduation, 
Ko plans to go to University of Greens-
boro to major in nursing.

Jessica Amber Jackson

Parents: Steven and Sarah Jackson
Congregation: Boise, Idaho
High School Accomplishments: Jessica grad-

uated a semester early with high honors 
from Arts West High School where she 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society. She received Outstanding Eng-
lish Student and Creative Writing Student 
awards. She was also named outstand-
ing classical pianist. Jessica was recently 

selected to attend the National 4-H Con-
gress where she represented her state and 
was selected for a congress entertainer 
and a delegate leader. Nationally, she was 
the only 4-H member chosen to receive 
this double honor. Jessica is an accom-
plished musician and has received many 
top honors and awards.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jes-
sica has been active in her congregation, 
working on the sound system, with hall 
set up, as a door greeter, in tape recycling 
as well as special music and offertory 
music. One of the highlights of her young 
life was to play special music at the Feast 
of Tabernacles in Bend, Oregon. Jessica 
is a very active and accomplished 4-H 
member, participating and competing as 
a member and a teen leader at the county, 
state and national levels.

Plans After Graduation: Jessica will be 
accepting a music and an academic schol-
arship from Northwest Nazarene Univer-
sity this fall. She will be pursuing a double 
major in agriculture business and music. 

Kristen Johnson

Parents: Eric and Eloise Johnson
Congregation: Tacoma, Washington
High School Accomplishments: Kristen 

graduated with highest honors from 
Federal Way High School, ranking third 
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in her class with a 3.99 GPA. She was in 
the Cambridge Preparatory Academy, 
which has a highly rigorous curriculum 
from Cambridge University in England. 
An elite group of only 30 seniors in her 

high school were enrolled in this program. 
She was awarded a varsity letter for three 
years for swimming, President’s Award for 
Academic Excellence, Principal’s Scholar 
Award, Washington State Honors Award, 
National Honor Society, Cambridge 
Spanish Four-Year Completion Award, 
Cambridge Brilliance Award, Student of 
the Month and Western Washington Uni-
versity Presidential Scholarship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Kristen is a member of Pacific Waves 
Synchronized Swim Club and qualified 
to compete in the Age Group National 
Championships to be held in July 2010. 
She has competed in synchronized swim-
ming since she was 6 years old. She works 
at the Weyerhaeuser King County Aquat-
ic Center where she lifeguards and teaches 
swimming. In the past she has volunteered 
at the Northwest Preteen Camp and has 
attended the United Youth Camps at over 
seven locations throughout the country.

Plans After Graduation: Kristen is enrolled 
at Western Washington University where 
she plans to attend in the fall.

Favorite Scripture: “Charm is deceitful and 
beauty is passing, but a woman who fears 
the Lord, she shall be praised” (Proverbs 
31:30).

Advice: If you’re thinking about doing some-
thing—go for it. The opportunity may not 
be there again.

Alex Hyle Johnston

Parents: Mark and Linda Johnston
Congregation: Portsmouth, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Alex gradu-

ated from American Home School.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  

Alex enjoys lifting weights, football and 
anything to do with sports.

Plans After Graduation: Alex plans to go to 

Ohio University to study sports therapy.
Favorite Scripture: “In the beginning God 

created the heavens and the earth” (Gen-
esis: 1:1).

Advice: Don’t ever give up on your dream, 
’cause where would we be if God gave up 
on His?

Lauren Elizabeth Kelly

Parents: Stuart and Tammy Kelly
Congregation: Portland, Oregon
High School Accomplishments: Lauren par-

ticipated in an early college program and 
earned 68 credits toward her associate of 
arts degree. She completed a senior intern-
ship with Carole Jackson Interior Design. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Lau-
ren has been a competitive gymnast for 
eight years and the Oregon State Cham-
pion in 2006. She was also a competitive 
Irish Dancer for two years. Her Church 
activities include participating at United 
Youth Camps for eight years, Northwest 
Weekend planning, sound crew, sing-
ing alto in choir and playing clarinet in 

ensemble. Lauren’s hobbies and interests 
include traveling, cooking, rock climbing, 
reading, sewing, knitting, wakeboarding, 
fellowshipping with the elderly, playing 
with little kids and planning things.

Plans After Graduation: Lauren plans to get 
her associate of arts at Portland Commu-
nity College (only 22 credits to go), travel 
(Portugal, Spain and Morocco, here I 
come!) and attend ABC.  

Kaitlon Knudson

Parents: Monte and Susie Knudson
Congregation: Phoenix East, Arizona
High School Accomplishments: Kaitlon has 

done tae kwon do for four years and 
earned her black belt, which allows her to 
teach students.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Kai-
tlon has been home schooled since the 
third grade and received her high school 
diploma through the online program of 
Belford High School. She has been play-
ing piano for seven years. Her main hob-
by is going out and taking photos of all 
God’s amazing creations! She loves run-
ning and staying as active as she can with 
many different sports, attending camps 
each year and continuing to keep going! 
She has enjoyed traveling for the Feast to 
Africa (twice), Costa Rica and many other 
places—and wants to keep adding to the 
list—as well as sharing good time memo-
ries with family and friends and knowing 
that choosing God’s ways is the right path 
for her.

Plans After Graduation: Kaitlon plans to 
go to college in the fall to work towards 

becoming a physical therapy assistant.
Favorite Scripture: “But seek first the king-

dom of God and His righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added to you” 
(Matthew 6:33).

Favorite quote: “Why must we fall? So, we 
learn to pick ourselves back up.”

Chelsea Lallier

Parents: Rene and Lora Lallier
Congregation: Worcester, Massachusetts
High School Accomplishments: Chelsea was 

a member of the National Honor Society, 
Spanish Honor Society and won the Kop-
lik Scholarship and John Abigail Adams 
Scholarship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Chelsea has attended United Youth 
Camps for the past seven years as of this 
August and has staffed at Camp Buckeye 
for two years. She loves to paint, take pho-
tos and play tennis

Plans After Graduation: Chelsea is excited 

about going to ABC this fall. Afterwards, 
she will go to school for an associate 
degree in art.

Favorite Scripture: “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart, and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He shall direct your paths” 
(Proverbs 3:5-6).

Favorite quote: “A pessimist sees the diffi-
culty in every opportunity; an optimist 
sees the opportunity in every difficulty.”

Asia Renee Lewis

Parents: Richard and Renee Lewis
Congregation: Cleveland, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Asia focused 

on drama and graphic design during 
school and even performed at the Cleve-
land Playhouse. She was named one of 
the Rotary Club of Cleveland’s Top Stu-
dents of Northeast Ohio. She also won the 
Greek life “Salute to Excellence” award, 
was on the National Honor Roll, in the 

top 10 of her class, a National Honor Soci-
ety inductee, made Honor Roll all four 
years of high school and won the Graphic 
Design Achievement award.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: At 
Church, Asia participates in food service, 
event committee meetings, volunteering at 
United Youth Camps and has traveled to 
Jamaica for United Youth Camp Ocean 
Front. She enjoys listening to music, 
poetry/journal writing, cooking, graphic 
designing and photo editing.

Plans After Graduation: Asia plans to attend 
Cuyahoga Community College and then 
transfer to Bowling Green State Univer-
sity as a business major. She then wants to 
attend culinary school to pursue her own 
catering business. 

Chris Lopez

Parents: Matt and Rhonda Lopez
Congregation: Tulsa, Oklahoma
High School Accomplishments: Chris was 

a bass player for Jenks High School 
orchestra all four years and Tulsa 
Youth Symphony for six years. He was 
a member of National Honor Society 
and National Technical Honor Soci-
ety, a member of Jenks Robotics Team 
for four years, 2009-10 College Board 
National Hispanic Scholar, Distin-
guished Service Graduate, Eagle Scout, 
bass guitar player for Jenks High School 
Jazz Band and Jenks High School Key 
Club member for four years.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Chris has played UCG basketball since 
2002, has served as staff and counselor 
for Camp Osage preteen camp since 2007, 
has attended Pinecrest every year since 

2005, won the Ozzie Englebart award at 
Pinecrest in 2008 and 2009 and enjoys soc-
cer and video games.

Plans After Graduation: Chris will attend 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock pursu-
ing a major in mechanical engineering and 
a minor in music performance.
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Renee Loucks
Parents: Ken and Becca Loucks
Congregation: Portland, Oregon 
High School Accomplishments: Renee passed 

the Certified Nursing Assistant Program.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 

Renee enjoys reading, texting, listening to 
music and spending time with my friends.

Plans After Graduation: Renee plans to work 
as a CNA and then go to college to study 
nursing.

Favorite quote: “I’ve learned that people will 
forget what you say, people will forget 
what you do, but people will never forget 
how you make them feel.”

Aaron Meidinger

Parents: David and Laura Meidinger
Congregation: Phoenix East, Arizona 
High School Accomplishments: Aaron grad-

uated from Payson High School, and he 
ranked third in his class. He was an honor 

roll student throughout his four years at 
high school and a member of the National 
Honor Society. He became an Arizona 
Scholar, participated in student govern-
ment and is an avid trombone player. He 
was the low brass section leader for his 
high school symphonic/marching band 
and participated as first chair position in 
All Region his senior year. His Modern 
Choir and band received a superior rating 
at a yearly festival.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Church activities include participation in 
adult choir in the bass section, and he plays 
his trombone for special music on occa-
sion. He is a member of Speaker’s Club 
and is treasurer of the local teen group. 
He has attended Camp Hye Sierra for the 
last six years as a camper and will be staff 
this year. His hobbies include singing and 
playing trombone.

Plans After Graduation: At graduation he 
received the President’s Scholarship, which 
covers four years of his tuition for Ari-
zona State University where he will study 
mechanical engineering at ASU’s Barrett 
Honors College. 

Favorite Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13.

Kristina Clare Mencel

Parents: Laurie and Bob Mencel.
Congregation: Duluth, Minnesota
High School Accomplishments: Kristina was 

in pep band for all four years in her high 
school career. She was on the honor roll. 
She received a scholarship called the Lee 
Bergquist Memorial Scholarship, which 
is only awarded to one person. She has 
also taken part in Large Ensemble Fes-
tival where her concert band plays for a 
panel of judges every year and has been 
successful at receiving a 1 score (the high-
est score).

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Kristina has been in the Church her whole 
life. She has attended Winter Camp as a 
camper for five years, has been a camper at 
Camp Ironwood preteen camp in Minne-
sota for a year and has been on the activi-
ties staff for two years there. She loves to 
attend Church dances/proms and many 
other church activities. She also loves to 
read in her spare time. She’s a self-pro-
claimed sucker for a good romance novel. 
She also loves to watch movies and have 

game nights and chats on Facebook with 
friends. She has played the flute for seven 
years and has been in band since sixth 
grade through high school. She also loves 
to listen and dance and sing to music. 

Plans After Graduation: Kristina will be 
attending the University of Wisconsin-
Superior starting in the fall. She plans to 
major in business administration with a 
concentration in marketing. 

Favorite quote: “Dance like there’s no 
tomorrow. Love like you’ll never be hurt. 
Sing like no one is listening. Live like it’s 
heaven on earth”—William Purkey.

Seth Mongbeh

Parents: Radcliff and Faye Mongbeh
Congregation: Miami, Florida
High School Accomplishments: Seth has 

been an honors student since kindergar-
ten! Taking many honors classes and five 
advanced placement classes in high school 
led to him to graduate cum laude, plac-
ing him in the top 12 percent of his class. 
Since his freshmen year, Seth has been a 

member of the EASE (Engineering Acad-
emy for Student Excellence) program. In 
his junior year, he was elected the presi-
dent of the SECME (Science, Engineer-
ing, Communications, and Mathematics 
Enhancement) club for the 2009-2010 
school year. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: In 
preparation for Sabbath services Seth 
helps to set up the sound system and 

assists in preparing the hall. Seth enjoys 
playing a good game of basketball and 
football. He also enjoys reading a good 
book and watching good movies with oth-
ers. Seth loves cars.

Plans After Graduation: Seth will be attend-
ing Florida International University start-
ing in August of 2010. He will pursue a 
Ph.D. in mechanical engineering with a 
minor in automotive engineering. During 
college, he would like to join the school’s 
step-dance club and car club. His long-
term goal is to own a mechanical engi-
neering company that will produce envi-
ronmentally friendly vehicles.

Favorite Scripture: “…and named him Seth” 
(Genesis 5:3).

Erinn Moore

Parents: Michael and Samantha Moore
Congregation: West Palm Beach, Florida
High School Accomplishments: Erinn gradu-

ated with honors in the top 15 percent of 
her class. She won a subject area award in 
physical education.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Erinn enjoys all sports, playing the gui-
tar and hanging out with her family and 
Church brethren. She was baptized in 

March, right before Passover. She likes 
participating in Church activities, like 
picnics, senior luncheons and pot lucks.

Plans After Graduation: Erinn plans to 
attend Florida International University 
for two years and then transfer to Uni-
versity of Miami to finish her four-year 
degree in psychology. She then would like 
to move to Ohio, go to ABC and finish her 
schooling at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity where she would earn her M.D. in 
psychiatry.

Favorite Scripture: “If you remain in me, and 
my words remain in you, ask whatever 
you wish, and it will be given you” (John 
15:7, NIV).

Favorite Quote: “Life is what you make it. 
Always has been. Always will be”—Moth-
er Teresa.

Prisca Janelle Myers

Parents: Steve and Kathe Myers
Congregation: Austin, Minnesota
High School Accomplishments: Prisca was 

softball captain and won golden glove and 
other sports awards. She also has a tae 
kwon do lifetime black belt.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Prisca enjoys spending time with friends 
and family, horses, cooking and sports. 
She also enjoys organizing church social 
events. She has been a head counselor for 
the UCG regional preteen camp and loves 
working with kids.

Plans After Graduation: Prisca plans to 

continue her education to become a reg-
istered nurse at University of Minnesota.

Favorite Quote: “There’s always something!”

Ethan T. Nelson

Parents: Bruce and Shirley Nelson
Congregation: Fargo, North Dakota
High School Accomplishments: Ethan was 

voted most daring by the senior class and 
was nominated outstanding FFA mem-
ber. He won an FFA-sponsored scholar-
ship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Ethan enjoys hunting, fishing, winter 
camp, baseball, riding ATVs and raising 
livestock.

Plans After Graduation: Ethan was accepted 
into the industrial electrician program at 
North Dakota State School of Science.

Tomi Carol Ohse

Parents: Thomas and Regina Ohse
Congregation: Parkersburg, West Virginia
High School Accomplishments: Tomi 

was voted Miss Dance 2009 and rep-

resented her organization in the Miss PHS 
competition 2009. Also, she had an entire 
page in the 2009 yearbook dedicated to 
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her achievements through the autism pro-
gram at Parkersburg High School.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Art 
is Tomi’s passion, and she draws many 
hours every day. She enjoys music, her 
favorite being Elvis; and she also collects 
movies and Barbies. She loves going to 
yard sales and shopping at Goodwill.

Plans After Graduation: Tomi will be work-
ing three to four days per week at S&W 
Resources Inc. in Parkersburg, West Vir-
ginia, and spending time with her family.

Family Motto: All for one and one for all.

Katelyn Parent

Parents: Donald and Denise Parent
Congregation: Nashville, Tennessee
High School Accomplishments: Katelyn grad-

uated in the top 12 percent of her class with 
a 4.0 GPA. She was president of Interact 
Club (a service organization), Elementary 
Spanish Club leader with Spanish Honor 
Society, a Bible study leader with 2:8 (a 
high school girls’ Bible study group), secre-
tary for Red Cross Club and a member of 
Habitat for Humanity and National Hon-
or Society. She earned her silver and gold 
awards in Girl Scouts, won third place in a 
speech contest and won a trip to Washing-
ton D.C. in an essay competition.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Katelyn has attended Camp Woodmen 
and Pinecrest and served as staff for many 
years at Camp Tomahawk. She has also 
enjoyed serving as camp counselor at Girl 
Scout Day Camp and Springhill Camp in 
Indiana. She enjoys spending time with 
people, traveling to exciting places, read-
ing good books, and speaking and learn-
ing Spanish. She also enjoys spending time 
with her Creator as He leads her in life.

Plans After Graduation: Katelyn plans 
to attend Lee University in Cleveland, 
Tennessee, in the fall with the aid of the 
scholarships she has received. She plans to 
major in elementary education and minor 
in Spanish. One day she hopes to teach 
English in a Spanish-speaking country 
and work with the Church there.

Favorite Scripture: “Now to Him who is 
able to do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us” (Ephesians 3:20).

Mark-Phillip Pebworth

Parents: Tim and Maryse Pebworth
Congregation: San Jose, California
High School Accomplishments: Mark-Phillip 

attended The Harker School in San Jose. 
He was a National AP scholar, a member 
of the National French Honor Society and 
a member of the National Honor Society 
of High School Scholars. He founded a 

program that provided Web site support 
to schoolwide clubs and co-led his high 
school FIRST Robotics team.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Mark-Phillip attended Hye Sierra, North-

west and Winter Camps. He likes to read, 
hike and cycle. He completed a summer 
internship at the NASA Ames Research 
Center and is a first-degree Aikido black 
belt—a nonviolent martial art.

Plans After Graduation: Mark-Phillip will 
attend Santa Clara University in Santa 
Clara, California, on a presidential schol-
arship. He will be majoring in bioengi-
neering with a possible double major in 
biochemistry. 

Favorite Scripture: “For the word of God is 
living and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the divi-
sion of soul and spirit, and of joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

Favorite Quote: “It is not the mountain we 
conquer, but ourselves”—Edmund Hillary.

Siosiana Mina Pelesikoti

Parents: Kisione and Latai Pelesikoti
Congregation:. St.Paul, Minnesota
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 

Siosiana was born in California, but she 
moved to Tonga when she was seven years 
old. She loves to play sports, especially 
basketball. She is a very active person, 
who loves to hang out with her awesome 
friends. She is curently staying with her 
aunt and brother in the United States, but 
the rest of her family is in New Zealand.

Plans After Graduation: After graduation, 
Siosiana plans to attend a two-year col-
lege and then transfer to a four-year one. 
She wants to work with children as a 
counselor or therapist. She wants to offer 
help to kids who have problems.

Favorite Scripture: “Show me Your ways, O 
Lord, teach me Your paths” (Psalm 25:4).

Favorite Quote: “Don’t wait till the last min-
ute!” 

Nikki Sanders 
Parents: Wayne and Elsie Sanders 
Congregation: New Orleans, Louisiana
High School Accomplishments: Nikki par-

ticipated in Beta Club and FCCLA. 
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 

Nikki has been a part of the teen Festi-
val choir and has assisted with the youth 

Bible classes. Nikki enjoys playing piano, 
horseback riding and singing.

Plans After Graduation: Find a job and even-
tually a career!

Morgan Shivers 

Parents: William and Lori Shivers 
Congregation: Youngstown, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Morgan was 

valedictorian of her class. She was also 
Elks Teenager of the Month; National 
Honor Society vice president; Student 
of the Month for Science, English and 
Social Studies; and Buckeye Girls State 
delegate. She was Academic Challenge 
captain during her senior year. She was 
also a member of Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Envi-
ronmental Club, Future Problem Solvers/

Excel, Mount Union Junior Scholars and 
National Honor Society. She was a camp 
tennis captain. She was also part of pow-
der puff, Project Prom and a Freshman 
Focus mentor. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Morgan volunteers at her local congrega-
tion as part of the snack crew and the 
clean-up crew. She has also been a Camp 
Buckeye assistant counselor.

Plans After Graduation: Morgan plans to 
attend University of Mount Union and 
major in biochemistry. Afterwards, she 
plans to attend dental school.

Lee-Ann Shoemaker

Parents: Rick and Carol Shoemaker
Congregation: Portsmouth, Ohio

High School Accomplishments: Lee-Ann 
participated in postsecondary enrollment 
at Shawnee State University for two years, 
earning college credit while going to high 
school.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Growing up in the Church, Lee-Ann 
always enjoyed all of the sports and was 
mostly involved with basketball and 
speedaway. Lee-Ann enjoys singing spe-

cial music at her congregation and plan-
ning church activities such as teen dances, 
young adult activities and preteen outings. 
She has played guitar for five years. She 
has also attended United Youth Camps 
and has worked as a counselor at preteen 
camps.

Plans After Graduation: Lee-Ann will begin 
attending Galen College of Nursing in 
Cincinnati for a two-year RN program 
while working full-time as a restaurant 
server. Afterwards, she plans to secure a 
job in a Cincinnati hospital. 

Favorite Quote: “God, grant me the seren-
ity to accept the things I cannot change, 
courage to change the things I can and 
wisdom to know the difference.” 

Derrick Slocum

Parents: Rob and Tina Slocum
Congregation: Portland, Oregon
High School Accomplishments: Derrick 

has attended a “running start” program 
in order to attend college early and has 
successfully earned 22 credits in college 
before graduating.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Der-
rick loves to draw, read and learn, but his 
real joy is helping others. He enjoys play-
ing basketball with his congregation and 
helping with the fund-raisers for the teen 
group.

Plans After Graduation: Derrick plans to 
fulfill his greatest joy in helping people 
and become a physical therapist.

Favorite Scripture: “Therefore do not worry 
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about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about its own things. Sufficient for the day 
is its own troubles” (Matthew 6:34). This 
is also what I like to live by. It encourages 
me every day, knowing that God will take 
care of what comes tomorrow for me. 

Frank Smith

Parents: Frank and Tonya Smith
Congregation: Portland, Oregon
High School Accomplishments: Frank was 

Most Improved Trumpet Player and fin-
ished school early this year.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Frank enjoys dirt biking, surfing, 
church volleyball, basketball and playing 

trumpet in the Church ensemble every 
week. He also likes drawing, sports, camp-
ing, United Youths Camps and spending 
time with family.

Plans After Graduation: Frank plans to 
attend community college for two years 
and then go on to Portland State Univer-
sity for two years, majoring in drawing 
and architecture.

Favorite Scripture: “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Favorite Quote: “Thinking is the hardest 
work there is, which is probably the rea-
son so few engage in it.”

Jarrod Smith

Parents: Derrick and Sheila Smith
Congregation: Louisville, Kentucky
High School Accomplishments: Jarrod par-

ticipated in wrestling, track and field, 
cross-country and a capella choir during 
high school.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jar-
rod enjoys playing guitar and working. He 
has also attended Camp Woodmen as a 
camper and Camp Buckeye as staff. Jar-
rod is very involved in running the sound 
system for church services.  

Favorite Scripture: “Fear not, for I am with 
you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with My righteous right 
hand” (Isaiah 41:10).

Lindsey Smith

Parents: Jeff and Ruth Smith
Congregation: Tulsa, Oklahoma

High School Accomplishments: Lindsey was 
on the principal’s Honor Roll and was an 
all-conference varsity volleyball award 
winner and varsity volleyball captain. 
She placed in regional track meets and 
competed at state meets.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Lindsey has played basketball in regional 
church meets, assists in local Sabbath 
school classes and has attended camps 
Osage and Pinecrest.

Plans After Graduation: Lindsey will be 
attending Oklahoma Baptist University 
in the fall to study psychology/precoun-
seling. She has been awarded the OBU 
trustee’s academic scholarship as well as 
an athletic scholarship to play on the col-
lege volleyball team. She also earned the 
Choctaw Nation scholar award. 

Danielle Stolley

Parents: Dan and Rebekah Stolley
Congregation: Fort Worth, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Danielle was a 

member of the National Honor Society and 
graduated in the top 1 percent of her class 
of 644 students. She also scored in the top 
1 percent in the nation on the ACT exam. 

She was recognized by the Duke University 
Talent ID program, the National Society of 
High School Scholars and the Who’s Who 
Registry of Academic Excellence. She is 
also an AP scholar with honors.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Danielle has been an active member of 
the Fort Worth teen club, speech club, 

basketball team and volleyball team. For 
the last three summers, she volunteered at 
the United Youth Camps. She is a certi-
fied lifeguard and holds a black belt in 
tae kwon do. 

Plans After Graduation: Danielle will be 
attending the University of Texas at Aus-
tin in the fall and will major in biomedical 
engineering.

Favorite Scripture: “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Favorite Quote: “Then the angel showed me 
the river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb” (Revelations 22:1, NIV). 

Anastasia Thomson

Parents: Jim and Sue Thomson
Congregation: Twin Falls, Idaho
High School Accomplishments: Anastasia 

played in the local college’s jazz band, 
received the Semper Fidelis music award 
and was on the honor roll four years. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: She 
loves playing jazz, writing, ichthyology 
and pencil-drawn art.

Plans After Graduation: Anastasia will be 
attending the College of Southern Idaho 
in Twin Falls, Idaho, for the fall semester. 
She then plans to go to ABC, followed by 
Boise State University to get her bach-
elor’s degree in music education. 

Motto: The answer to life may be 42, but 
it’s up to me to decide how it all adds up.

Drew Duane Umberfield

Parents: Clay and Jeanne Umberfield
Congregation: Saginaw, Michigan
High School Accomplishments: Drew was 

a member of National Honor Society, 
National Art Honor Society and was on 
the Dean’s List.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Drew enjoys soccer, basketball, computer 

games, reading and spending time with 
friends.

Plans After Graduation: Drew will attend 
Saginaw Valley State University with a 
dean’s scholarship. His major is unde-
cided.

Rosalynn Marie Villaescusa

Parents: Margaret and Steve Villaescusa
Congregation: Raleigh, North Carolina 
High School Accomplishments: Rosalynn 

was very involved in the West Johnston 
High School art department. She was the 
artistic director for the school musical, 
designing and creating the set, as well as 
an active Art Club member and president 
her senior year. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society, and she will be 

graduating with high honors. This year 
she also received a Scholastic Silver Key 
award for an outstanding art portfolio.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Rosalynn took her first art class during 
her sophomore year and has been creating 
ever since. Throughout high school she has 
taken eight art classes as well as attended 
extracurricular art classes at Art Space in 
Raleigh. This year, for her AP Art exam, 
she built a 24-piece portfolio. Her favorite 
medium is oil paint. She also enjoys play-
ing the guitar and being with her family 
and friends. Nature is very inspirational to 
her, and she enjoys being outdoors.

Plans After Graduation: Rosalynn will be 
attending University of North Carolina 
of Greensboro. She would like to transfer 
to an art school (SCAD or CIA) to get 
a degree in biomedical art (science and 
medical illustration).

Favorite Scripture: “Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from the will 
of your Father. And even the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. So don’t 
be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows” (Matthew 10:29-31).

Favorite Quote: “Art is never finished, only 
abandoned”—Leonardo da Vinci.

Vivienne Grace Villaescusa

Parents: Margaret and Steve Villaescusa
Congregation: Raleigh, North Carolina 
High School Accomplishments: Vivienne grad-

uated with high honors and was an NC 
Scholar, a member of the National Hon-
or Society as well as the Nu Delta Alpha 
Dance Honors Society. Vivienne partici-
pated in the West Johnston High School 
dance department all four years of her high 
school career. During her senior year she 
choreographed and directed a dance show, 
which was an adaptation of Lewis Carroll’s 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. The cast 
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included 13 dancers and actors and was 
considered highly successful. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Vivienne’s hobbies include spending time 
with Church friends, dancing, singing, 
music, cooking and baking, playing the 
piano and writing.  

Plans After Graduation: Vivienne will be 
attending the University of North Caro-
lina of Greensboro in the fall. She would 
like to become a dance teacher and open 
up her own dance studio one day.

Favorite Scriptures: “That the genuineness 
of your faith, being much more precious 
than gold that perishes, though it is tested 
by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 
glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 
Peter 1:7).

“As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens 
the countenance of his friend” (Proverbs 
27:17).

Favorite Quote: “Everybody is a genius. But 
if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a 
tree, it will live its whole life believing that 
it is stupid”—Albert Einstein.

Brianna Waddle

Parents: Tim and Valerie Waddle
Congregation: Columbia, Maryland
High School Accomplishments: Brianna 

graduated from American School, a cor-
respondence course, this May. She main-
tained at least a 3.5 GPA all three years. 

Brianna applied to five colleges and was 
admitted to all of them with scholarship 
offers, including two presidential scholar-
ships and multiple honors scholarships.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Brianna served at two different preteen 
camps five different years as both a coun-
selor and a staff member. She has helped 
in her local congregations with senior 
dinners, auctions and babysitting for par-
ents attending Growing Kids God’s Way 
classes. Brianna enjoys baking. She loves 
talking to her friends, spending time on 
the computer, reading, listening to music 
and just being outside.

Plans After Graduation: This fall Brianna 
will attend Towson University’s Honor 
College pursuing a degree in both elemen-
tary education and early childhood educa-
tion. She is considering getting her mas-
ter’s as a reading specialist. Sometime in 
the future she plans on getting baptized, 
getting married and having a family.

Favorite Scripture: “Now faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

Kimberly Welch

Parents: Tim and Linda Welch
Congregation: Mansfield, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Kimberly 

was a scholar athlete for four years. She 
graduated with honors with a GPA over 
4.0. Kimberly won the most improved 
player award and was also student of 
the week and student of the semester. 
Kimberly played women’s tennis for four 
years and lettered in the sport. She was 

also a Family Career Community Leader 
of America active member, a Key Club 
active member, Math League participant, 
Project Lead the Way participant (Young 
Engineer Program), and OSBA Capital 
Conference representative for the district. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Kimberly’s church activities include 
helping with snacks, decorations and 
meal preparation for events, putting 
things away after services and being a 
Sabbath school instructor and assistant. 
She has been a camp assistant counselor 
and enjoys playing tennis, spending time 
outdoors, reading, listening to music and 
doing art-related activities. 

Plans After Graduation: Kimberly plans 
on going to the University of Toledo and 
majoring in engineering. 

Favorite Scripture: Kimberly’s favorite books 
of the Bible are Proverbs and Psalms.

Favorite Quote: “Yesterday is history, tom-
morrow is a mystery, today is a gift.”    

Alyssa Whynaucht

Parents: Mark and Cheryl Whynaucht
Congregation: Springfield, Missouri
High School Accomplishments: Alyssa was 

part of the A+ program, which provides 
two years of paid community college, BETA 
club, voted Ms. Senior Class and was very 
involved in art and art competitions. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Alyssa loves going to different camps and 
events such as Louisville Winter Fam-
ily Weekend and the church proms. She 
also likes getting to meet new people and 
hanging out with her friends. Some other 
of her favorite hobbies are boating, art 
and traveling.

Plans After Graduation: Alyssa plans to 
attend ABC in August.

Favorite Scripture: “For God has not 

given us a spirit of fear but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).

Favorite Motto: Laugh as much as you 
breathe and love as long as you live. 

Jaclyn Michele Wilson

Parents: Keith and Michele Wilson
Congregation: Wheeling, West Virginia
High School Accomplishments: Jaclyn graduat-

ed as the salutatorian of her class. She par-

ticipated in many school activities including 
National Honor Society, Prexie Performers 
Drama Club and Math Competition Team. 
She was also editor-in-chief of the school 
yearbook and student body vice president. 
This past April Jaclyn received a National 
Scholastic Silver Key for her photography 
portfolio.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jaclyn 
is a member of the local choir and plays the 
piano for hymns and offertory music. She 
has also been a member of the Pittsburgh 
Teen Speech Club the last two years and 
served as activities coordinator this year. 
For the last four years Jaclyn served as an 
assistant counselor at Camp Buckeye. In her 
spare time Jaclyn enjoys photography, read-
ing, scrapbooking, playing the piano and 
spending time with family and friends.

Plans After Graduation: Jaclyn is attending 
Robert Morris University where she is 
majoring in actuarial science.

Favorite Scripture: “But the path of the just is 
like the shining sun, that shines ever bright-
er unto the perfect day” (Proverbs 4:18).

Bridget Wood

Parents: Ramona (Karels) and Steve Wood.
Congregation: Ruston, Louisiana
High School Accomplishments: Bridget 

graduated fourth in her class with a 3.9 
GPA. She worked on yearbook staff and 

held officer positions for student coun-
cil, Spanish Club and Future Business 
Leaders of America. Her responsibili-
ties in FBLA recently included planning 
and organizing two blood drives. She is 
representing her school at the National 
FBLA competition in Nashville, Tennes-
see, this summer. Bridget was honored by 
being selected to participate in Character 
Counts, a group that speaks to elementary 
classrooms about having good values.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Bridget is an avid reader, as she received 
the top reader award in her class for several 
years. She also enjoys art, music and trav-
el—especially if it involves scuba diving.

Plans After Graduation: In the fall Bridget 
will be attending the University of Loui-
siana at Monroe. She hopes to combine 
her love for books and travel by majoring 
in education and later pursuing a career 
as a librarian.

Leesa Zimmerman

Parents: Rick and Debbie Zimmerman
Congregation: Indianapolis, Indiana 
High School Accomplishments: Leesa gradu-

ated from Pendleton Heights High School 
summa cum laude. While in high school 
she participated in varsity track, varsity 
cross-country, National Honor Society, 

Spanish Honor Society, Beta, Best Bud-
dies and was the recording secretary for 
Student Council. For the past three years 
she has worked as a nanny. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: 
Leesa attended United Youth Camps at 
Buckeye, Pinecrest and Hye Sierra and 
has volunteered at the UCanDo preteen 
camp.

Plans After Graduation: Leesa will be 
attending Purdue University in the fall to 
study speech pathology. 

Favorite Scripture: “What good would it do 
to get everything you want and lose you, 
the real you?” (Luke 9:25, The Message).
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$12,000 Collected for Child 
Suffering From Cerebral 
Palsy

Through the use of social networking, 
Web sites, e-mail, phone calls and word of 
mouth $12,000 was donated to the “HBOT 

for Naomi fund” in just less than 21 days. 
Early this year friends of Leonard Martin, 
an elder in the Mansfield, Ohio, congrega-
tion, and his wife, Julie, were thinking of 
how they could help the Martins with their 
3-year-old daughter, Naomi, who devel-
oped athetoid cerebral palsy at birth. 

The Martins were traveling for several 
weeks to take Naomi to therapy called 
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT), 
which helps those with cerebral palsy by 
bringing extra oxygen to damaged brain 
cells. Every three months, Naomi’s mother 
and her five siblings travel to a clinic for 
40 HBOT treatments in 20 days with a cost 
of $4,000. The family stays in the home of 
the clinic owner during the therapy while 
Naomi’s father stays back home to work.

When it became known that HBOT 
units could be purchased in the range of 
$12,000, it became obvious how the Mar-
tins could be helped! Through the use of 
technology and support from LifeNets, the 
word quickly spread about the “HBOT for 
Naomi” fund-raiser. Over the next 21 days, 
over 70 separate donations were sent in to 
LifeNets from the United States and even 
from Australia and Poland until the full 
amount was reached.

What made this even more special is that 
an HBOT unit was delivered to the Mar-
tins during the GCE weekend while they 
were in Cincinnati for the GCE. An elder 
from Texas who had the exact HBOT unit 
needed by Naomi had seen the Facebook 
page about Naomi and brought the HBOT 
unit to the GCE weekend. 

The Martins can now provide Naomi 
more regular treatment and do it in their 
own home. It is amazing to see how people 
around the country and the world rallied to 
assist Naomi and her family in just a short 
time. The way the exact HBOT unit was 
located and delivered within days of starting 
the fund-raiser and how quickly the fund 
goal was reached was inspiring. God can 
bless our efforts when we work together.

Bill Bradford

Dallas Teen Formal Honors 
Graduating Seniors

The Ninth Annual Regional Teen For-
mal was held March 20 for the second year 
at the Southfork Hotel in Plano, Texas, 
with 144 in attendance. A local teen for-
mal committee helped make arrangements 
and coordinated decorations, menu and 
theme for the evening, which was “A Night 
Under the Stars.” Danielle Smith coordi-
nated the decorations, which included 
twinkling lights on the ceiling for the 
starry night and a hand-painted mural of 
the Milky Way.

This annual event is also a time that we 
honor any graduating seniors in the region 
and other outlying areas. After dinner, 14 
graduates were recognized.

James Chance, a member from Wiscon-
sin, drove a large van from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin so that a number of seniors 
could attend and be recognized. Many 
family members were present when Doug 
and Tanya Horchak, as well as regional 
pastor Jim Servidio, presented these 
seniors with certificates and a small gift, 
while a PowerPoint presentation high-
lighted moments in their lives.

Following the senior presentations was 
a formal dance. This is always an exciting 
part of the event, and all teens were active 
with dancing and visiting with friends. 
David West from Ft. Worth prepared all 
the music for both teens and parents to 
enjoy. One of the nicest elements of this 
event was the formal attire most took the 
opportunity to wear on the occasion.

Tim Smith

Montana Congregations 
Host 15th Pentecost 
Weekend

The 15th annual Montana Pentecost 
celebration weekend began and ended on 
an awesomely uplifting note. The week-
end event, hosted by the congregations in 
Montana, was well attended with recorded 
attendance of 101, including brethren from 
the Missoula, Kalispell and Whitehall, 
Montana, congregations and families trav-
eling from Washington, Oregon and Wyo-
ming. Our special guests this year were 
Melvin Rhodes, chairman of the Council 
of Elders, and his wife, Diane. 

Mr. Rhodes’ PowerPoint sermon 
on the Sabbath, titled “The Mid-
dle East and Islam—the Clash of 
Civilizations,” offered an intrigu-
ing look at how God has brought 
about significant events in history 
to fulfill prophecy, particularly in 
the last 100 years. 

A Sabbath evening social fea-
tured a dessert bar prepared by the 
Missoula brethren and provided 
an opportunity for the brethren to 
visit informally with each other and 
Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes. 

Pentecost services once again provided 
a bounty of spiritual food. In the sermons 
we were instructed to use the power of the 
Holy Spirit, which God has freely given 
us. Also, we learned how true Christian-
ity is about relationships and about how 
we must exhibit love, joy and peace toward 
one another so that we will be recognized 
as Christ’s disciples. 

The Whitehall, Montana, brethren did a 
marvelous job providing a delicious lunch 
of fried chicken with all of the trimmings 
for all attending the high-day Sabbath.

At the close of Pentecost services, Glen 
White, the pastor of the Missoula congre-
gation, presented Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes 
with a beautiful sculpture of the majestic 
great bald eagle representing the splendor, 
strength and freedom of Montana and the 
significance of the passage quoted in Isa-
iah 40:28-31, “Those who wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles” 

It was, without question, a most splendid 
Pentecost. 

Barbara Dundon

Local Church Updates: If your congrega-
tion’s news and events are rarely covered 
in United News, why not check with your 
pastor and write something for him to send 
in? We’re looking for 100- to 300-word 
articles and photographs with captions. 
Please include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Include 
the author’s and photographer’s names and 
your phone number. Please double-check 
the spelling of names. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Naomi Martin with her mom, Julie, in 
her new HBOT chamber

Teens from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin traveled to Texas to 
attend the formal

Tanya Horchak and Jim Servidio congratulate 
a graduating senior

Glen White presents Melvin Rhodes 
with a bald eagle statue

Dan Deininger speaks during the 15th annual Pentecost weekend in Montana
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Births
Brian and Becky (Olmstead) 

Babcock, along with big sister 

Rylie, are pleased to announce the 
birth of John (Jack) Ryan Bab-
cock. He was born Oct. 26, 2009, 
weighing 8 pounds, 10 ounces and 
was 22 inches long. Grandparents 
are Audrey Babcock of the Hunts-
ville, Alabama, congregation, and 
George Olmstead of the Chicago, 
Illinois, congregation. The family 
attends the Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, congregation.

Carl and Sabrina Koester of 
the Spokane, Washington/Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho, congregation, are 
delighted to announce the birth 

of their first child, Odell Bruce 
Koester. He was born Friday, May 
14, 2010, at 6:10 p.m. weighing 8 
pounds 13 ounces and measuring 
19 inches long. Odell is the sixth 
grandchild for Bruce and Sandra 
Koester of Portland, Oregon, and 
the third for Tim and Brenda 
Robinson of Salem, Oregon.  

Jonathan and Michelle Brunick 
of the Troy, Illinois, congregation 
wish to announce the birth of 
their first child, Everett George 

Brunick on Dec. 19, 2009. Ever-
ett has been a happy and healthy 
boy from the beginning, weigh-
ing 7 pounds 2 ounces and mea-
suring 20¾ inches long. Everett 
has been blessed with amazing 
grandparents: Claudia Brunick 
of the Watertown, South Dakota, 
congregation and Matthew and 
Diana Zollner of the Troy, Illi-
nois, congregation.  He also has 
nine uncles, seven aunts and 12 
cousins to keep him busy. 

Everett has been such a joy and 
is a very content baby. His bright 
blue eyes and chunky cheeks 
invoke much kissing by family 
and friends. God has blessed our 
family tremendously!

Stephen and Melanie Tuck of 
the Phoenix East, Arizona, con-

gregation are excited to announce 
the birth of their first child, Joseph 
Edison. Joseph was born on Feb. 
18, 2010 at 9:10 p.m. He weighed 7 
pounds 10 ounces and was 21 inch-
es long. Joseph is the fourth grand-
son of Jim and Joan Tuck and the 
fifth grandchild of Dan and Barb 
Anderson. Joseph has a very happy 
demeanor and is adored by all of 
his aunts, uncles and cousins. He is 
truly a blessing from God!  

Mike and Davina Whitlark of 
the Fort Worth, Texas, congre-
gation are thrilled to welcome 
their first child, Carson Michael 
Whitlark, into their family. He 
was born on March 26, 2010, at 
7:28 p.m. He weighed 7 pounds 1 
ounce and was 20½ inches long. 
He is calm, cuddly and an answer 

to our prayers. He is the sixth 
grandchild of Richard and Nancy 
Velting of Dallas, Texas, and the 
first grandchild of Fred and Sue 
Whitlark of Fort Worth, Texas.

Dale and Cheryl Wright of the 
Poplar Bluff, Missouri, congrega-
tion, are overjoyed to announce 
the birth of their first child, a 
beautiful baby girl, LeeAnne 
Lynn Wright. LeeAnne arrived 
four weeks early, surprising every-

one—especially those in the con-
gregation who planned a shower 
for her that day. She weighed 5 
pounds 14.8 ounces and measured 
17 1/2 inches long. LeeAnne is the 
second grandchild of John and 
Joyce Finocchio of the St. Louis, 
Missouri, congregation, and the 
fourth grandchild of Marin and 
Rita Wright of the Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, congregation. 

LeeAnne is supremely blessed 
with lots of family and friends 
who can’t wait to hold and play 
with her every chance they get. 
LeeAnne is the fifth generation 
to be in the Church. She is truly 
a blessing and miracle from God.

Austin and Sonja Wildt are very 
happy to announce the birth of 
their second child, Navah Camille 
Wildt. Navah was born on Dec. 
3, 2009 in Jackson Hole, Wyo-
ming. Navah’s big brother, Kel-

len, loves her and is excited to 
have her in the family. She is the 
second grandchild for Kenny and 
Sheree Wildt of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and Robin and Nancy Kireilis of 
Lubbock, Texas.

Engagements
Vincent and Laura Thompson 

of Floresville, Texas, and Tom 
and Anna Blackston of Mauk, 
Georgia, are pleased to announce 
the engagement of their children, 
Sarah and Kevin. Sarah and 
Kevin met in Kerrville, Texas, 
at the Feast of Tabernacles in 

2006. Nuptials will be exchanged 
on Sunday, Sept. 19, 2010, in San 

Antonio, Texas. They will reside 
in Florida where they will attend 
the Jacksonville congregation.

Marie Zelenka, Earl and Helen 
Eads, and Marlyn and Martha 
Reamy are happy to announce 
the engagement of their children, 
Virginia Eads and James Reamy. 
Virginia and James met at United 

Youth Camp in the summer of 
2001.  

The wedding will take place on 
Aug. 29, 2010. Virginia and James 
are members of the Los Angeles, 
California, congregation.

Weddings
Chris and Angela Moen of 

Canton, Ohio, are happy to 
announce the marriage of their 
daughter Jennifer to Jonathan 
Hart, son of Neil and Beth Hart, 
of Salt Lake City, Utah. Their 
wedding took place on Feb. 

27, 2010, at the historical Five 
Oaks Mansion in Massillon, 

Ohio. While there was snow on 
the ground outside, a group of 
family and friends shared in the 
joy of a warm, candlelit ceremony 
performed by Jennifer’s father. 
Bridal attendants were Ashley 
Miller, sister of the bride, and 
best friend Jolene Gonzales. 
Groomsmen were Alex Fox and 
Seth Difley, friends of the groom. 
After a weeklong honeymoon 
on a remote island off the coast 
of Belize, the couple took up 
residence in Salt Lake City.

Anniversaries
The family of Bernard and 

Helen Braman are pleased to 
announce the celebration of their 
parents’ 50th wedding anniver-
sary on Nov. 28, 2009. The happy 
couple was received by many fam-

ily and friends. Helen and Bernie’s 
grandchildren, Andrew and Sarah 
Coelho, hosted the occasion at 
their home in Prescott Valley, Ari-
zona, where there was plenty of 
food and laughter to be had by all. 
All four daughters were in atten-
dance, including Bonie Loiselle, 
Kelli Demers, Susan Ehlen and 
Karla Bonner. Many thanks to all 
those who helped to make the spe-
cial occasion a joyous one!  Helen 
and Bernie Braman attend the 
Northern Arizona congregation 
in Camp Verde, Arizona.

Obituaries
James Ellis Jenkins was born on 

May 26, 1919, the second child of 
Loy Jenkins and Louisa (Asbury) 
Jenkins in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky. Jim’s education was cut 
short when his father, who owned 
a feed store, saw his son’s ability 
to carry a 50-pound feed sack 
on each shoulder and put him to 
work full-time as an employee. 

Jim also worked as an auto 
mechanic in the 1930s, until he 
was drafted into the U.S. Army 
during WWII. During his mili-
tary service, he was a mechanic 
and truck driver in the Pacific 
theater and served on several 
Pacific islands. He even spent 
time in China before returning to 
civilian status in 1945. 

Jim was baptized into the 
Church of God in 1985. In April 

John Babcock
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of 2006 he was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease and was 
moved into the home of his 
youngest daughter, who lives in 
Logan, Illinois. He died in a nurs-
ing home on Dec. 19, 2009. Jim 
had a very sweet, gentle nature 
and his church family in the Cape 

Girardeau, Missouri, congrega-
tion, is thankful that his spiritual 
race ended in God’s gentle care at 
the ripe old age of 90. 

Jim’s wife, Ella Mae, preceded 
him in death some years ago at a 
nursing home in Benton, Illinois, 
and one of his sons also preced-
ed him in death. Jim is survived 
by five children and their fami-
lies: daughters, Diane Hagameir, 
Mary Sears and Peggy Abbott; 
and sons, James and John Jen-
kins.

Charles Edward McQueary 
died June 2, 2010, at his home in 
New Albany, Indiana. He was 95 
years old. 

Charles first attended God’s 
Church in 1963 when he was liv-
ing in Cincinnati, Ohio. He was 
a devoted servant in the Church 
and was ordained a deacon. He 
was a faithful member until his 
death. He was also a World War 
II veteran, having served four 
years in the U.S. Navy. 

Everyone who knew Charles 
will deeply miss him.

Charles was the husband of 
Marjorie Brewer McQueary and 
the late Nettie McQueary, dear 
father of Mel (Darlene) McQueary 
and the late Harry (Mary Pat) 
McQueary, and grandfather of 
four. Charles also is survived by 
11 great-grandchildren and was 
the stepfather of two children. 
He had four brothers and three 
sisters. 

Mary Ellen Newell, age 46, died 
June 2 after a long and coura-
geous battle against brain cancer. 

Over nearly a decade she inspired 
many in and out of the Church 
with her resilience and dedication 
while enduring numerous brain 
surgeries and countless medical 
treatments in her long struggle.

She was the first member to be 
baptized in the Cleveland con-
gregation after the formation of 
the United Church of God, tak-
ing that all-important spiritual 
step in September 1995. Members 
here will long remember her will-
ingness to bear her trial without 
complaint and encourage them in 
their own challenges. She never 
lost sight of the most important 
of all her goals: being a member 
of the family of God.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Greg; daughters, Jes-

sica and Elizabeth; her parents, 
Frank and Mary Lou Sokolich; 
three brothers and one sister (and 
their spouses); and other family 
members. Numerous guests hail-
ing from both local and distant 
locations—some from as far away 
as Maryland and New York—
attended the funeral service on 
June 5.

E.C. Norman, 89, of the Den-
ver, Colorado, congregation, died 
May 20, 2010, at his apartment 
due to heart failure. Mr. Norman 
was baptized Jan. 4, 1969, in Ft. 
Worth, Texas. His late wife, Thel-
da, preceded him in death about 
2½ years ago. She journeyed by 
bus to Pasadena, California, in 
1951 and was baptized there by 
Herbert Armstrong. A young 
student by the name of Herman 
Hoeh gave her a tour of the then 
tiny Ambassador College campus. 

E.C. and Thelda married in 1952 
and lived in a number of locations 

in Texas, including homes close to 
the Big Sandy Ambassador Col-
lege campus. While living near 
Big Sandy, he was involved in 
many work projects at AC. 

In 1978 they moved to Denver, 
Colorado. His life work was being 
a handyman, and he also owned a 
TV repair business. 

Mrs. Norman prayed fervently 
prior to her husband’s conversion, 
and Mr. Norman finally began to 
attend. Earlier on he had been 
somewhat antagonistic toward the 
truth. He later became a very ded-
icated and converted man but was 
rarely able to attend services the 
last 10 years of his life. However, 
the Normans were able to connect 
by phone to services weekly and 
during the Feast. 

They were well known and well 
loved by the other members. Fre-
quently brethren would join Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman, then later Mr. 
Norman, for services and fellow-
ship. Mr. Norman was known for 
his kindness, wisdom, sense of 
humor and spiritual strength.  His 
mind remained clear, and he was 
a great conversationalist who had 
a deep love for the Church, the 
truth and the brethren. A daugh-
ter, Judy Balzano; a son, Ed; and 
a stepdaughter, Sharon Turnbow, 
survive him.

A longtime member and faithful 
servant, John Sacoulas, died May 
16, 2010, in Boca Raton, Florida. 
John was born on Aug. 9, 1933, 
and was 76 years old at the time 
of his death. John had suffered 
for many years with an extremely 
weak heart from a severe heart 
attack. In spite of his pain and 
weakened condition, he made it 

his mission in life to attend Sab-
bath services and the Holy Days. 
John loved God and His Church, 
and he will be greatly missed by 
all who had the privilege of know-
ing him.

John was married to his wife, 
Donna, for 56 years. John and 
Donna were baptized in January 
of 1970 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia, and attended the Pittsburgh, 
Youngstown, Ohio, and West Palm 
Beach, Florida, congregations. 

During the Korean conflict, 
John served in the U.S. Navy. He 
later worked for the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice and was a swimming pool con-
tractor. He was a loving husband 
and a devoted father 

John loved to cook. On the 
Night to Be Much Observed he 
would delight everyone with his 
famous roasted leg of lamb. He 
also made scrumptious Greek 
braided cookies and brought them 

to church services for snacks. In 
the evenings he liked to relax with 
a glass of ouzo, a Greek liqueur. 

John is survived by his wife, 
Donna; three sons, Gregory and 
his wife Jan, Jerry and his wife 
Debbie, John and his wife Lila; 
10 grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.  

A memorial service was held for 
John on June 14, 2010, in Boca 
Raton, Florida. 

Ruth Ann Cain, 70, of Sand 
Lake, Michigan, died Friday, 
June 11, 2010. Ruth was preceded 
in death by a son, Stephen, and a 
sister, Donna Weis. 

Ruth was a longtime member 
of the Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, congregation. She was bap-
tized Jan. 1, 1968. She suffered 
from many health trials the last 
10 years. She became blind as 
a result of several laser surger-
ies that attempted to correct her 
vision. She suffered with failing 
kidneys, diabetes and neuropathy, 

eventually becoming confined to 
a wheelchair. Through all her tri-
als she managed to keep a very 
good attitude toward God.

She couldn’t attend services on 
a regular basis and looked forward 
to the fellowship when she was 
able. She really appreciated going 
to the Feast, especially this last 
year. She was content in life with 
whatever God’s will for her was. 
She set a great example of how to 
deal with adversity as a Christian. 
At the end she suffered no pain 
and went to sleep awaiting the 
return of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Surviving are three children, 
Shawn (Tammy) Cain of Sand 
Lake, Sarah (Scott) Coulson of 
Allendale and Stacie (Francisco) 
Ramirez of Grant; eight grand-
children and a great-granddaugh-
ter expected soon; three brothers, 
Larry Sims of Boyne City, Alden 
(Nancy) Sims of Tustin and David 
(Debbie) Sims of Tustin; one sis-
ter, Myrna (Bruce) Chapman of 
Sand Lake; nieces and nephews.  
Graveside services were held on 
Monday, June 14, 2010, at 3 p.m. at 
East Nelson Cemetery with Bruce 
Chapman and Harvey Wierenga 
officiating. Memorial contribu-
tions to the American Diabetes 
Association have been suggested.

Calvin Lee, of the Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota, congregation died 
at home on June 10, 2010, after 
a yearlong battle with cancer. He 

was 83 years old. Cal is survived 
by his wife, Heinke; daughters, 
Linda (Bruce) Hansen and Barba-
ra Lee; son, Andrew (Karen) Lee; 
and grandchildren, Luke, Katrina 
and Melody Hansen and Stephen 
and Madeline Lee.

Cal was an electrical engineer at 
Western Electric, specializing in 

cost reduction and safety issues. 
He enjoyed finding more efficient 
ways of doing things both at work 
and at home.

A defining point in Cal’s life was 
when he began to listen to Her-
bert Armstrong on the radio in 
1965. In 1966 he, his wife and chil-
dren began to attend the Church 
of God, where he spent the rest 
of his life attending Church ser-
vices and activities and building 
many wonderful friendships. Cal 
and his family took advantage of 
many travel opportunities con-
nected with the Feast of Taberna-
cles. Among the sites visited were 
England, China, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Ita-
ly, Canada, Alaska and Portugal. 
He was always happy to travel 
and loved meeting God’s people 
around the world.

During his 44 years as a faith-
ful member of God’s Church, he 
specialized in care and concern 
for his fellow brethren around 
the world. He was said to be 
the ideal door greeter at church, 
always ready with a smile, a hand-
shake and some interesting tidbit 
that he was excited to share with 
those who arrived for services.   
Cal showed the same love and 
compassion for the residents at 
a local nursing home where he 
volunteered for six years, prior 
to becoming ill in May 2009. The 
staff and residents remember him 
well and also enjoyed his friendly 
and caring nature.   

Cal will be missed by his fam-
ily and many friends but will be 
remembered as an example of the 
admonition in Proverbs 18:24: “A 
man who has friends must himself 
be friendly.”

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.
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He handled himself in a very profes-
sional manner, was very knowledge-
able of our governing documents 
and responsive to Council members’ 
requests for information.”

Feast of Pentecost 
Offering Reported

The preliminary total for the 
U.S. offering on the Feast of 
Pentecost decreased 2.6 percent 
over that of 2009 to $830,900.24. 
This was accompanied by a 1.6 
decrease in attendance, a total of 
12,426. Once all offerings individ-
ually mailed to the home office 
are processed, this figure should 
reach $860,000.

Gerald Seelig

Updated Holy Day 
Booklet Sent to Printer

Our updated God’s Holy Day 
Plan booklet went to the printer 
in June. This new version has 

more detailed explanations and is 
now in full color.

Not counting this current print 
run, we have printed and dis-
tributed 200,000 copies of this 
booklet over its 14-year history. 
We’re also reprinting our book-
lets What Happens After Death? 
(305,000 printed and distributed 
over 13 years), Jesus Christ: The 
Real Story (270,000 printed and 
distributed over six years) and 
Marriage and Family: The Miss-
ing Dimension (230,000 printed 
and distributed over four years).

These numbers reveal some 
important facts for us to consider. 
Even though it’s been almost 10 
years since we started pointing 
readers to our Web sites and urg-
ing them to download booklets 
there, we continue to receive hun-
dreds of thousands of requests 
for printed copies every year. We 
remain committed to meeting 
those needs.

Scott Ashley

54 Take Part in ABC 
Continuing Education

For the second year in a row 
the home office hosted a capacity 
crowd for a five-day ABC Continu-
ing Education Seminar. Fifty-four 
students from 11 different states 
traveled to Cincinnati to partici-

pate in this educational opportu-
nity.  For six class hours each day, 
the students immersed themselves 
in presentations focusing on the 
Bible and Christian living.

This year Jim Franks, Clyde 
Kilough and David Register 
joined the three regular Ambas-
sador Bible Center faculty mem-
bers to present a variety of top-
ics. Biblical topics included “An 
Overview of Hebrews,” “Joseph: 
The Firstfruits of Israel” and 
“The Book of Micah.” Christian 
living topics included “A Biblical 

Perspective on Aging,” “Lies That 
Go Unchallenged,” “The Doc-
trines of the Promises to Abra-
ham and the Word of God” and 
“Families and Values: Principles 
From Psalms 127 and 128.”

Due to budget constraints, the 
five-day seminar at the home 
office and the ABC seminars at 
the Winter Family Weekends in 
Louisville and Portland are the 
only continuing education semi-
nars we will be able to conduct 
over the next fiscal year. However, 
World News and Prophecy semi-
nars will continue to be offered.

We are planning for next year’s 
ABC continuing education semi-
nar and will announce dates and 
details as soon as they are avail-
able.

David Johnson

Attention Seniors Going 
to Dells Feast Site

We plan to honor all couples wed 
50 years or more who are attending 
the Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, 
Feast site. Please send a wedding 
photo (or one taken during the year 
you were married) plus a current 
photo. Please include a short 
biography of your life together. 
The photos will be displayed in the 
lobby. Send photos and biography 
to Norm or Donna Myers at 416 
Union St., Stevens Point, WI 54481 
before Aug. 15, 2010. All photos will 
be returned at the Feast. For more 
information, call (715) 498-5117 or 
send an e-mail to normmyers@
charter.net.

Dan Dowd

Chattanooga to Host 
Rafting Trip, Aug. 8

The Chattanooga congregation 
will be hosting the annual white-
water Ocoee rafting trip on Sun-
day, Aug. 8, starting at 10 a.m. As 
in prior years, the Church will be 
utilizing the services of Ocoee Inn 
Rafting as outfitters for the trip. 

In accordance with Tennessee law, 
participants must be at least 12 
years old and in good health. 

In order to guarantee that you 
have a seat, please send a signed 
liability waiver and a check pay-
able to the United Church of God, 
Cleveland for $26 per person by 
July 15 to Allen Dance, 9201 Cob-
blestone Hill Dr., Ooltewah, TN 
37363.

Please clearly identify each par-
ticipant, congregation and a phone 
number where you can be con-
tacted. We must have your deposit 
to reserve you a spot. It is on a 
first-come, first-served basis, so 
send it in as soon as possible. This 
activity takes place regardless of 
the weather. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Allen Dance 
at (423) 855-0868 or e-mail him at 
allendance@hotmail.com.

The Chilhowee Recreation Area 
of the Cherokee National Forest 
is a 20-minute drive from the out-
fitters. Campsites are on a first-
come, first-served basis and gener-
ally fill up on the weekends. Early 
arrival is advised. As in past years, 
there will be a camp Bible study 
on the Sabbath in the Chilhowee 
Recreation Area.

Allen Dance

Calendar of Events
July 4-11: Camp Hye Sierra, 

California.
July 4-11: Camp Carter, Texas.
July 9-11: Northwest summer social 

and picnic, Seattle, Washington.
July 15: O.C. Bash, Aaron Weis 

(714) 316-6702 or aaronweis@
yahoo.com.

July 25-Aug. 1: Northwest Camp, 
Oregon.

Aug. 5-8: Wheeling Music Festival, 
http://wheeling.ucg.org.

Aug. 8: Tennessee rafting trip, 
allendance@hotmail.com.

Aug. 10-17: Camp Pinecrest, 
Misouri. 

Aug. 15-22: Camp Heritage, 
Pennsylvania.

Sept. 5: Houston Music Festival, 
Bucha na n E nv i r on m ent a l@
embarqmail.com.

■ UCG Web Presence Expands
On July 5, Internet managing editor 
Aaron Booth reported the following 
exciting stats for UCG Web activity:
21,657 total Facebook fans. 
4,129 total Twitter followers.
161 Bible FAQs posted. 
523,168 Bible FAQs views.
538 videos posted on YouTube.
1,245,519 video views on YouTube. 
221 e-mail campaigns (This Is the Way, UCG 
Weekly Update, GN Newsletter, WNP E-news) 
sent. 
370,530 clicks to our Web sites generated by e-mail 
campaigns. 

Featured Link
■ United News on Facebook
www.facebook.com/UCGUnitedNews

United News is 
now on Facebook! 
Find links to 
United News 
articles, additional 
photos and 
other interactive 
features on the 
new fanpage.

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org

Continued from page 2
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Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices

The Wheeling, West Virginia, congregation invites you to a weekend of music, family fun and 
fellowship Aug. 5 to 8 at Sally Buffalo Park in Cadiz, Ohio. As in the past, there will be a special 
emphasis on bluegrass; but country, folk and pop musicians are also welcome. If you are not a 
musician, we need plenty of “toe-tappers” and “grinners” too. Jam sessions, campsite pickin’ and 
an entertainment program will highlight activities on Thursday night, Friday, Saturday night 
and Sunday.

A welcome reception is scheduled Friday at 7 p.m. at the barn. Refreshments will be provided as 
we fellowship and settle in for the Sabbath. We will have Sabbath services, a potluck style lunch 
and Bible studies for adults, teens and preteen children. Saturday night will feature an extended 
jam session and sing-along with lots of great food. Based on interest and available talent, we’ll 
wrap up the weekend with a big show on Sunday, featuring performances by all those who want 
to join in.

Tent and RV camping are available at the park. For indoor campers, there are motels within 
a 30- to 40-minute drive. Weather shouldn’t be a factor. If it rains, we can head for the barn to 
continue the activities.

Please come and join in—whether you’re a picker or a grinner. Maps and additional details are 
available online at http://wheeling.ucg.org. If you are not able to register online or have any other 
questions, please call Bob Miller at (740) 968-3106 or Keith Wilson at (724) 228-2186.

We’re looking forward to a great weekend! 
Don Henson

Wheeling Music Festival Weekend, Aug. 5-8


