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n Content about Christmas, 
Jesus Christ’s birth ranks high.
by Mitchell Moss

The Church is very pleased to report 
that December 2013 was a record-break-
ing month with more than 1 million 
unique visitors to the United Church of 
God’s primary website UCG.org.

A total of 1,026,510 unique visits were 
recorded—with more than 1.8 million 
page views. For comparison, the preced-
ing month of November saw 682,653 
unique visitors (also a very good num-
ber)—for an increase month-to-month 
of more than 50 percent! The previous 
record for the 2012 calendar year was also 
the month of December—which saw traf-
fic of 543,530. That number then became 
the “new normal” average in 2013. 

“What’s amazing is that our visits in 
December 2013 alone equaled about one-
sixth of our unique visits for the entire 

year—about 6 million,” said Media and 
Communications Services operation man-
ager Peter Eddington. “Our prayer for 2014 
is that God will bless our efforts so that 1 
million-plus unique visitors per month 
will become the new norm in 2014 as well, 
and that God will provide the increase as 
we sow and water the seed being planted 
via the Web and our other proclamation 
efforts.”

Long-Tail Search Comprised 
Majority of Traffic

“More than half of these unique visits 
came to our site through what are called 
long-tail searches,” explained Internet 
manager Aaron Booth. “Long-tail search-
es are basically searches that include more 
than three words, and are therefore more 
specific than searches with fewer words. 
Many sites try to target specific keywords 
(which we do as well), but the traffic that 
comes from long-tail searches is higher 

quality—the people landing on our site 
are more likely to find what they’re look-
ing for.” Mr. Booth added: “Our site has 
very strong long-tail search results on 
Google and other search engines because 
of the incredible body of work the Church 
has produced for the past 18 years—Good 
News articles, Beyond Today episodes and 
transcripts, Bible FAQs, booklets, com-
mentaries, blogs and BT Dailies. People 
come across our site when they are look-
ing for specific answers to questions they 
have, such as the ‘truth about Christmas’ 
and the ‘story of Jesus Christ.’”

Direct Visits, Ads, Social Traffic 
Makes Up the Rest

“The rest of the traffic came from a com-
bination of direct traffic, paid advertising 
and social traffic,” said senior Web devel-
oper Tom Disher. “Direct traffic is made 
up of people who type in the Web address 
themselves or have a bookmark, and that 

accounted for about 200,000 people in 
and of itself—which is amazing because 
that means those people know who we 
are. Social traffic comes from people who 
find our site via sites like Facebook, Twit-
ter, Pinterest, etc. Sharing items published 
on the website that you find valuable to 
social media is a great way to do your part 
in preaching the gospel.”

Mr. Eddington added: “Please continue 
to pray for our dedicated production staff 
and Web employees who work tirelessly to 
bring this about. As we continue produc-
ing high-quality material explaining the 
truth of God’s plan, our traffic should con-
tinue to increase. Right now our website 
is ranked number 13 in the entire world 
among Christian denomination websites 
according to Alexa.com. God willing, we 
would love to break into the top 10.”

May the good news of His Kingdom 
reach fertile ground amongst the Church’s 
millions of readers and viewers.  UN

n Nearly 1,100 enjoy winter 
weekend in Cincinnati at the 
Great Wolf Lodge. Sports, 
seminars, Bible study, music, 
games, a water park and 
fellowship leave all wanting 
more.
by Gary Antion

Judging by the numbers in attendance 
of nearly 1,100, the smiles on participants’ 
faces, the number of expressions of grati-
tude and the smoothness of operations, 
this year’s Winter Family Weekend was a 
great success! The WFW was held Dec. 
20-24, and was internationally attended 
(several from Canada, the Netherlands, 
Jamaica, Sweden, Switzerland and Croatia 
were among the attendees).

The theme was “The Two Great Com-
mandments.” The Friday-evening Bible 
study by Chris Rowland and the Sabbath 

Please see page 5

Plan for Fun and 
Fellowship in the Twin 
Cities During the Days 
of Unleavened Bread!

For the 17th year running, the signa-
ture regional Families for God Weekend 
will take place during the latter part of 
the Days of Unleavened Bread, Friday, 
April 18, through Monday, April 21.

The Minnesota brethren are delighted 
to invite you to join them in the upcom-
ing Holy Day festivities!

Last year, families, singles and teens 
from 12 states ventured to the Twin 
Cities to partake in the expanded week-
end, enjoying a God-centered atmo-
sphere of fun, learning and fellowship 

Please see page 11

More Than 1 Million Visitors to 
UCG.org in December 2013

Winter Family Weekend 2013
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Kenya Camp Report

Winter Camp Report

This year’s youth camp was held at Ogembo Dec. 5-11. 
The site is on a Church-owned property, which offered the 
campers an amazing and a relaxing view of the beautiful 
green scenery of Gusii. It’s a land of wonderful, favorable 
weather conditions and plenty of fresh foods.

The setting affords everyone in attendance an exciting, 
spiritually rewarding seven days of fun and challenging 
activities while learning about God’s way of life. The themes 
this year were “Accepting God’s Authority,” “Listen to His 
Word” (Zephaniah 2:1-3, Psalm 34:11), “Live and Develop 
Jesus Christ’s Holy Character,” and “Learn to Obey God” 
(Proverbs 1:7, 8:13).

This year, camp attracted more campers than the previous 
years. In total 115 campers (72 girls, 43 boys) and 34 staff 
members attended.

All campers and staff were housed in tents pitched on the 
church ground. Because of the large number of attendance, 
we had to ask for 10 extra tents from Nairobi. On the first 

two nights we had to accommodate all male campers in the 
church hall.

Meals were prepared by the kitchen staff, which combined 
efforts with the campers. The day’s meals included breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, which were served at the church kitchen. 
Occasionally the campers enjoyed chewing sugarcane and 
eating avocados.

God blessed us with wonderfully beautiful weather all 
week long and held back the rain, which is normally expe-
rienced on most days in the area. We at one time wished it 
would rain since we were going to run out of water. Thank-
fully a neighbor assisted us with his tank, which was full of 
fresh water, and this saved the situation.

We enjoyed many well coordinated activities. Each day 
started with Christian living, then the campers joined dif-
ferent activities such as team building, knitting, volleyball, 
football, boy talk, girl talk, public speaking, journalism, cap-
ture the flag, camp improvement and drawing. The campers 

were also given an opportunity to learn new skills like tips 
on driving and road signs.

The week-long activities and the unique combination of 
efforts on the part of the experienced staff with their close 
interaction with campers offered everyone an opportunity 
to form strong friendships as they developed godly char-
acter.

All in all we give much thanks to God our Father and Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior for the many blessings that were 
evident at camp. We thank Him for the protection and good 
weather conditions all week. We also give thanks to the staff 
who tirelessly combined efforts to serve the campers, and 
the youth themselves for handling themselves responsibly 
during their seven-day stay at camp. It is our sincere prayer 
that all they learned at camp helps them as they grow into 
God’s family.

Thanks very much for your continued support.
Musa Meraba Nyaira

The 2013 Winter Camp was a wonderful experience! 
We were once again at Camp Timber-lee in East Troy, 
Wisconsin for Winter Camp. This facility is located on 
650 acres in south-central Wisconsin, providing a beau-
tiful environment in which to learn more about God’s 
way of life. The Timber-lee staff does a fantastic job. 
This year we hosted 45 campers and 25 staff along with 
the new experience of including 17 young adults in a 
Winter Leadership Camp running concurrently with 
the regular teen camp.

The weather is always a wild card for Winter Camp. 
This year God blessed us with absolutely beautiful 
weather to start camp, and the temps dropped to single 
digits and below on the last two days of camp. As a result 
the ponds and lakes were frozen, which allowed our ice 
activities (broomball and tobogganing). We also had 

plenty of snow for winter sports, the amazing race, tub-
ing and cross-country skiing. The indoor activities of 
team building, animal encounter, arts and crafts, dance 
and leather craft are always a welcomed reprieve from 
being outside. Special optional activities offered this 
year included advanced dance class, open science cen-
ter, leather shop, winter zip-line (with 13 brave souls 
facing the cold and wind) and 14 campers and staff 
challenged themselves in an artic survival overnight 
campout (in -12 degrees Fahrenheit temps)!

The UYC theme this year was “Remember Your Cre-
ator,” and it was a focus of the morning compass checks, 
the Christian living topics and other biblical instruc-
tion. Aspects of this theme were also reinforced at many 
of the activities and other conversations throughout the 
day.

Held concurrently this year with Winter Camp was 
the new Winter Leadership Camp. There were 17 young 
adults who participated in this camp serving alongside 
activity staff and counselors. They also enjoyed activi-
ties as a group and attended additional Bible classes, 
seminars and Q&A’s focused on leading in the camp set-
ting, their local congregations and life in general. They 
had many opportunities to lead and serve including 
giving speeches and sermonettes, planning and hosting 
the camp dance, and serving snacks daily to the camp-
ers. Winter Leadership Camp was well received and we 
hope to repeat this camp next year.

Next year Winter Camp will operate for seven days 
(one more day than in recent years). Come and be a part 
of Winter Camp 2014!

Dan Dowd
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Do the ancient kings of Israel and Judah 
give us pause for thought in our modern 
world? The nations of Israel and Judah 
were blessed when they had righteous lead-
ership. But the people of God were cursed 
when they had ungodly and pagan leader-
ship leading the population astray. Times of 
righteousness versus times of sin often went 
in near 40-year cycles. How does this relate 
to us today? Should you and I be concerned?

Cause for Much Concern
We are becoming much less a Christian 

nation, and our national leadership reflects 
that. Our president, Barack Obama, contin-
ues long-held “Christian” traditions (such as 
the national day of prayer and the Easter egg 
roll), but he also gives honor to other reli-
gions as if they are equal to Christianity, all 
while advocating gay marriage and abortion 

rights. The U.S. was founded upon Judeo-
Christian principles stemming from our 
ancient father, Abraham, and his son Isaac. 
In contrast, even self-identifying Chris-
tians today disregard the Ten Command-
ments and God’s other laws, not to mention 
the world’s other false religions. Yes, there 
is cause for much concern. Ever more, at 
every level, these false religions with their 
false moral foundations are creeping into 
American society.

Kings Who Do Not Know God
The sons of Joseph today have a leader 

who does not respect the law of God. He 
would do well “when he sits on the throne of 
his kingdom…[to] write for himself a copy 
of [God’s] law in a book” (Deuteronomy 
17:18). We don’t see too much of that hap-
pening in government circles right now!

How about in other countries? How is 
their leadership doing? Not any better. 
Reuters reporter Belinda Goldsmith wrote 
that “Church of England clergy would be 
able to ‘bless’ same-sex relationships under 
long-awaited proposals unveiled…as the 
church adopts a more open—but disput-

ed—approach to homosexuality” (“Church 
Of England Proposes Gay Marriage ‘Bless-
ings,’” Nov. 28, 2013).

But it’s not just the UK or the USA: Aus-
tralia’s previous Prime Minister, Julia Guil-
lard, lives in cohabitation with her partner. 
She is not married.

International Affairs
Concerning international affairs, what is 

the state of the world in which we live? From 
Iran’s nuclear intentions to Syria’s prolonged 
civil war to Egypt’s teetering condition to 
China’s agitation of Japan to Ukraine’s eco-
nomic pact with Russia, it’s a powder-keg 
ready to explode at short notice.

It All Can Be Taken Away!
Notice an interesting passage from the 

time of Hezekiah in 2 Kings 20:12-17 
(emphasis mine):

“At that time Berodach-Baladan the son 
of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters 
and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that 
Hezekiah had been sick. And Hezekiah was 

FORWARD!

FORWARD!

The Kings of Israel:
The Signs of the Times

Please see page 10

by Bill Bradford

If you are reading this, chances are you 
have been issued an invitation to participate 
with God in His great plan. This invitation 
is the greatest thing that can happen to you. 
But don’t take it for granted. To have the 
opportunity granted to you to attain to such 
a “great salvation” is rare in this age.

We are told by the apostle Peter that we 
have a responsibility to make our calling 
and election sure in 2 Peter 1:3-11. Once we 
have escaped the corruption in the world, 
we need to give all diligence to add to our 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowl-
edge self-control, to self-control persever-
ance, to perseverance godliness, to godli-
ness, brotherly kindness and to brotherly 
kindness love. Quite a list, but being diligent 
in our lives to add these godly qualities is 

in fact cooperating with God to “make your 
call and election sure.” Peter asserts that if 
you do these things you will never stumble.

Paul adds, “We must give the more ear-
nest heed to the things we have heard, lest 
we drift away” and “How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great a salvation” (Hebrews 
2:1-3).

Just because we have been issued an invi-
tation doesn’t mean that it’s a sure thing. We 
have a definite responsibility to accept and 
promote the work of Jesus Christ in us. His 
assurance to “live [abide] within us” shows 
His willingness to establish this intimate 
and effective relationship with us. How well 
Christ is able to have his mind formed with-
in us is our part.

Why is He putting salvation in this age on 
the basis of a calling or election that we must 
respond to? To understand God’s plan as He 
is carrying it out makes all the difference 
to how we might respond. Here are seven 
points to think about when considering our 
calling.

1. God Has His Own Reasons for 
Choosing Humans

God told Abraham, “In you shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.” Here was 
a special calling by God to use Abraham to 
be the “father of the faithful.” God’s promise 
to bring salvation to all people began with 
Abraham. Once Abraham was chosen, it 
was up to him to know, believe and obey 
God. It was the same with Isaac and Jacob—
it was God’s choice, and then the recipients 
had to respond.

“For the children not yet being born, nor 
having done any good or evil, that the pur-
pose of God according to election might stand, 
not of works but of Him who calls” (Romans 
9:11). Notice that Paul said that God’s pur-
pose will stand through the election.

With God’s choice of David to establish 
His throne, and Jesus Christ as the prom-
ised seed who was to come, it was God’s 
plan and His choice alone. It’s been this way 
from the very beginning and continues to 
this day. Any time a person is brought into 
God’s purpose, it is God who initiates the 
action. We can be reassured that whatever 
God starts, He will finish. We are encour-
aged to “run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
The margin says the originator and perfecter. 
God assures completion of His plan because 
He is the beginner of it.

2. The Father Does the Choosing, 
and Jesus Christ Accomplishes 
the Father’s Will

Notice how positively Jesus character-
izes His part to successfully complete His 
Father’s will: “All that the Father gives Me 
will come to Me, and the one who comes to 
Me I will by no means cast out. For I have 
come down from heaven, not to do My own 
will, but the will of Him who sent Me. This 
is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of 
all He has given Me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up at the last day” (John 

How Sure Are Your Election and Calling?
From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL

Please see page 10

PETER 
EDDINGTON
Media and 
Communications 
Services Operation 
Manager
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How Two Church of God Groups Combined 
for the Feast in Trinidad and Tobago
n The United Church of God 
and Church of God, Ministries 
International worshiped God 
together during His appointed 
Feast for the first time in 2013.

by Lennox Cedeno and Malcolm Murray

Two separate Church of God congrega-
tions that meet on the island of Trinidad 
met to hold the 2013 Feast of Tabernacles 
as one. They joyfully joined together on 
the tropical island of Tobago to keep the 
appointed Feast of Tabernacles and Eighth 
Day. A new hope was rising in these breth-
ren. Rather than finding ways to segregate 
and divide, maybe this joint Feast would 
become a catalyst to heal the Body of 
Christ and bring true unity of fellowship.

Something that never seemed to occur 
to most at the onset was that Jesus Christ 
would aid us in this new challenge, but as 
time went on we felt that Christ did aid 
our efforts. When the United Church of 
God (UCG) Council of Elders approved 
the proposition of a joint Feast with the 
Church of God, Ministries International 
(COGMI), the idea that a joint Feast of 
Tabernacles was possible now seemed to 
move more towards reality.

This joint venture was met with some 
reservation by even those who had prayed 
for an occasion just like this. Two small 
separate congregations in Trinidad and 
Tobago were now working to achieve a 
sense of unity and oneness.  At the end of 
this Feast, many felt that they were part of 
something historic.

Even though most of the members all 
knew one another, having a background 
in the Worldwide Church of God (WCG), 
their recent years of involvement in dif-
ferent organizations still provided hurdles 
that seemed to block this shared Feast 
attempt.

As both congregations began to work 
through the organizational details, a 
thought arose between them: What is the 
Church to become as the unified Bride 
of Christ and what should be our goal 
as we work to keep this Feast as mutual 
brethren? This led to an awareness of the 
ultimate unity stated by Jesus Christ about 
those whom He would claim in John 
17:22: “That they may be one, even as We 
are one…” This thought gradually became 
the background against which everything 
was conducted, and this scripture was 

eventually chosen as for the theme of the 
Feast.

We do not think we are treading on new 
ground when we state that almost every 
Church of God member, no matter where 
they come from, sees and understands 
that the Body of Christ is framed within 
this set of scriptures found in Ephesians 
4:4-6: “There is one body and one spirit, 
just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is above 
all and through all, and in you all.” And so 
we prepared to “set in order” an expecta-
tion to keep this Feast of Tabernacles with 
hearts that would strive to live by those 
words too.

Planning for the Feast
We came to realize from the start that 

our challenges for this Feast were orga-
nizational, not scriptural. We saw clearly 
that we shared a common bond of under-
standing for the Feast of Tabernacles and 
its vision within the Holy Day plan of God 
for all mankind. So meetings between the 
two organizations began in early March 
2013. At the onset of our meetings, we 
were two congregations about 15 miles 
apart, with different times for services and 
limited manpower. We also realized that 
the approach of setting up committees to 
coordinate critical Feast functions was not 
going to work. So the concept of planning 
teams was abandoned, and then trusted 
individuals were assigned to these critical 
tasks, which ultimately proved to be the 
wisest method of coordinating the needs 
of the Feast.

The teams worked in collaboration 
making compromises, as they sought to 

“become one in worship of our Father and 
His Son.” An early sticking point was the 
number of songs to be sung at services. 
In UCG five or six are the norm. But at 
COGMI the brethren sometimes sing 
more than twice that number. We ended 
up with a compromise of eight.

Fears that the use of Caribbean rhythms 
to which COGMI has adapted some of 
its songs might cause offense ultimately 
turned out to be just that, fears. The fact 
is many of their songs are adaptations of 
Dwight Armstrong’s music from the 1993 
Worldwide Church of God hymnal. As the 
Feast progressed it was obvious that the 
tempo of the hymns was not an issue and 
the COGMI brethren’s work to enhance 
the beauty of the hymns was so enjoyed 
that most of the brethren from the U.S.A. 
wanted a copy of the music to introduce 
the rhythms to their home congregations.

Plans Come Together
Special greetings on the opening night 

reminded brethren, “Except the Lord build 
the House, they labor in vain that build it” 
(Psalm 127:1). They were encouraged to 
live the words of Psalm 133: “Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!”

The first night song service that fol-
lowed, now expanded to eight songs, 
included hymns that were specifically 
chosen to echo the “unity” theme of this 
Feast. Songs like “We Are God’s People,” 
“One Faith One Love” and “How Good 
and How Pleasant” impressed the theme 
on the minds of the brethren.

The opening evening’s special message 
urged everyone to “Let us strive, there-
fore,” as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:31, 

“to ensure everything that we do during 
this Feast, will be done to the glory and 
honor of our Father in Heaven,” which, 
as Romans 12:1 says, “is our reasonable 
service.”

And the brethren responded! For the 
next eight days they lived the words of 
Psalm 133. Chairman of the Church of 
God, Ministries International, Tom Kerry, 
donated a commemorative plaque to be 
displayed in each local Trinidad church. 
Visiting COGMI minister Clayton Evans 
presented the plaque to pastor Malcolm 
Murray of UCG (see image top left).

Inscribed on the plaque were these 
uplifting words from Malachi 3:16 that 
emphasized the theme of unity: “Then 
they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another: and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his 
name.”

A Book of Remembrance
As the Feast drew to a conclusion a 

thought arose from several members 
about the unique historical aspect of this 
joint Feast. So in memory of this occasion 
and in memory of those who were present 
for this joint occasion, there was a book 
of remembrance set up by the members 
of these two Trinidad congregations. This 
book contains the names and comments 
of many who attended this shared Feast. 
The remembrance of this occasion may 
not be attention grabbing to many, but two 
separate Church of God groups agreeing 
to put aside their minor differences and 
then focus on the things they have in com-
mon seems remarkable considering the 
results of what we have witnessed over 
the last several decades in the Church of 
God. The presence of a large contingent of 
brethren from the U.S.A. also contributed 
to the theme of biblical oneness. They 
also came realizing the catalyst this Feast 
might bring for harmony within the Body 
of Christ in the future as we look forward 
to the future of the Feast in uniting all 
mankind under one Kingdom of worship.

We must be honest, too, that there were 
a few minor hiccups in organization, but 
most who attended will testify that it was 
one of their best Feasts ever. And given 
all that could have gone wrong, what we 
experienced in Tobago this year was a suc-
cessful Feast of Tabernacles, of two groups 
working together to make the Feast a time 
of joy and worship to our Father. We felt 
we experienced a Feast that was a mod-
ern day success in the Church of God. We 
prayed for this to succeed because we see 
that Christ and the Father are “One,” and 
therefore we must become one. We felt 
that Jesus Christ wanted it to succeed. We 
pray that future opportunities will lead 
God’s Church “to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.”  UN

A new hope was rising in these brethren. 
Rather than finding ways to segregate and 

divide, maybe this joint Feast would become a 
catalyst to bring true unity of fellowship.
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Winter Family Weekend

Plan Now for Challenger West 2014

sermon by Victor Kubik spoke clearly and 
inspirationally on that topic as they urged 
the brethren to live up to those commands 
to love God and love our fellow man. The 
Bible study was followed by dessert and fel-
lowship time. Five musical presentations 
by younger members were also highlights 
of the Sabbath services.

Many of the seminar topics added infor-
mation around that central theme of the 
Two Great Commandments. There was 
good attendance of 475 in all at 10 different 
seminars by the teens and adults on Sab-
bath morning, while preteens had Sabbath 
lessons. Sunday and Monday seminars 
had good attendance as well while others 
participated in sporting events or enjoyed 
the water park at Great Wolf Lodge. Troy 
Phelps, assistant event coordinator, looked 
after the seminar presentations while Peter 
Eddington was available for technical assis-
tance throughout the seminars and week-
end.

The All-Ambassador Reunion after ser-
vices had more than 200 in attendance as 
former Ambassador Bible Center, Ambas-
sador College and Ambassador University 
students and families enjoyed refreshments 
and fellowship. Kathy de Campos and her 
staff did an outstanding job of decorating 
and choosing the snacks for the occasion.

The art expo organized by Amy Stephens 
consisted of two segments. The artistic side 
featured the talents of the brethren, and 
the performing arts segment showcased 
the musical performances of the brethren. 
Two bands played some of their numbers 
to the enjoyment of the audience. There 
was a jam session and karaoke to round out 

the musical events for the weekend. Mitch 
Moss and Jason Nitzberg looked after the 
jam session and the karaoke events.

The three dances planned by Jan Cook, 
Amy Stephens and Roy and Barb Fouch 
were very well attended and successful. The 

decorations of all three added to the dance 
themes. “All American Fun” was the theme 
for the teen dance while “A Night in Paris” 
was the adult dance theme. For the fam-
ily dance, we had a theme of “Welcome to 
Our Tropical Paradise.” The three DJs did 

outstanding work in keeping the evening 
and music lively and appropriate.

The sports venue featured volleyball 
and basketball with several more games 

n Date July 27-Aug. 5, costs 
$100, challenges physical, 
mental, spiritual growth.
by Matthew Fenchel

Backpacking in rugged, beautiful moun-
tains. Crossing rushing streams on make-
shift log dams. Camping above 10,000 feet 
in altitude. Climbing challenging rock cliffs. 
Catching beautiful (and large!) trout. Deer, 
moose, and yes, maybe the occasional bear. 
Training in spiritual character and leader-
ship through mentoring, group dynamics, 
and opportunities to “be in front.”

These adventures and more await par-
ticipants of Challenger West 2014, which 
takes place from July 27-Aug. 5, 2014. 
Challenger West is designed to take a 
small, select group of young adults (ages 
18-30+) who are serious about their com-
mitment to God’s truth and Church, and 
provide them with opportunities to devel-
op qualities of leadership in an outdoor 
setting. The program revolves around 
close mentoring and group dynamics. The 
purpose is to provide both physical and 
spiritual apprenticeship to young adults 
who desire to grow in godly character, 
leadership, and serving others.

Participants learn practical outdoor 

and adventure skills, in addition to hav-
ing constant opportunities for personal 
exploration and growth, all while helping 
others do the same. A major premise of 
the program is that growth in any endeav-
or does not come unless a person explores 
or is “challenged” outside of his comfort 
zone. This is one reason Challenger is in 
a wilderness setting. Leaders are needed 
who can not only face difficulties with 
perseverance and courage, but who will 
also challenge themselves towards growth 
in leadership and spiritual maturity. Suc-
ceed or fail—there is always something 
to be learned from challenges, tests and 
new experiences (1 Corinthians 9:24-27, 
2 Timothy 2:3-4, James 1:2-4, 12, 2 Corin-
thians 13:5, Hebrews 2:10; 5:8-9).

Challenger West will take place in 
the Wind River Wilderness region near 
Dubois, Wyoming. The physical setting 
for this program involves backpacking and 
camping at an altitude where everything is 
carried in. Rock-climbing will serve as a 
main activity in terms of learning to step 
outside of one’s comfort zone and develop 
the mental, physical and emotional skills 
and character to succeed at a new adven-
ture. Additional outdoor activities include 
orienteering and outstanding fishing!

Each day will begin with a Bible study. 

This year’s theme is “the Compass of 
Leadership” and will focus on profiles of 
leadership from the Bible. Discussions 
throughout the day, and an end-of-the-
day debriefing, will allow participants to 
see how they are growing in the character 
of leadership.

New for 2014
There are a number of new compo-

nents to Challenger West 2014, compared 
with previous years. First, the program 
is one day longer, which will give us the 
opportunity to further internalize leader-
ship lessons for life. Second, our climbing 
instructors (Andrew and Tiffany Beattie) 
have scouted out new and more challeng-
ing routes that have not been used at Chal-
lenger before.

Third, and perhaps most important, the 
aspect of spiritual and leadership explo-
ration has been revamped for 2014. In 
addition to the Bible studies, participants 
will be asked to lead groups themselves 
during the program, participate in group 
feedback sessions, explore what their true 
leadership character is through various 
exercises, and consider what they would 
like to change about themselves.

Challenger West is not a guided tour 
through beautiful country. It requires 

active participation before and during the 
program. You will only experience the 
growth that it offers by involving your-
self. However, Challenger West is not all 
a sacrifice of comforts. Participants will 
have the opportunity to come out of their 
normal, everyday lives and experience an 
inspiring setting, free from the distrac-
tions of everyday life, while learning les-
sons drawn from the wilderness setting. 
Memories of a dramatic, positive experi-
ence help to cement other lessons impart-
ed during the course of the experience.

Advanced Preparation and 
Deadlines

In order to accomplish more at Chal-
lenger West, there is more advanced 
preparation that is required this year, both 
in terms of physical fitness and reading. 
Interested participants are encouraged to 
download the necessary information right 
away, so they have plenty of time to meet 
the deadlines (there are two this year). The 
first deadline is April 1, 2014. Participants 
can go to http://uyc.ucg.org/camp/chal-
lenger-west to download an application 
and other important information. If you 
have questions, please contact the Chal-
lenger West director, Matthew Fenchel, at 
matthew_fenchel@ucg.org.  UN

Continued from page 1

Please see page 10
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1
One of the core principles of 

the United Youth Camps 
teen program is the “Sev-
en Elements of the Zone.” 
What exactly is the Zone?

The Zone is the environment in which 
God changes people’s lives. It reflects the 
coming Kingdom of God on this earth 
during the rule of Jesus Christ as King of 
Kings. Learning about God and devel-
oping a closer relationship with Him is 
the goal. Camp is like a pre-millennial 
environment where put-downs are not 
allowed and where there is respect for 
others. The Zone is based on the laws of 
God in action—love toward God and love 
toward people. God’s way of life is lived at 
camp, and it works!

The Zone environment has worked for 
years—19 to be exact—at all camps in 

the UYC network. At camper orientation 
we tell the campers they “own the Zone!” 
And they do. The campers and staff love 
this special atmosphere, which inspires 
and protects them and their friends emo-
tionally all week while at camp.

Even though the Zone is well known 
by those who attend camp, the teen camp 
directors across the country (five sum-
mer camps and one winter camp) thought 
everyone would like to know the elements 
of the Zone as well. Actually, these seven 
elements can be adapted nicely to the 
family environment.

The accompanying article, “Elements 
of the Zone: 1—Positive Relationships,” is 
the first of seven articles that will explain 
what these elements include and why they 
are key operating principles of camp. Each 
element is based on God’s law of love and 

service to others.
At camp we base our 

week of instruction 
and activity on what 
God states in Deu-
teronomy 6:5-7: 
“And these words 
which I command 
you today shall be 
in your heart. You 
shall teach them 
diligently to your 
children, and shall 
talk of them when you 
sit in your house, when 
you walk by the way, when 
you lie down, and when you 
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. You shall write them 

on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.”

So camp (and our lives 
in general for that mat-

ter) is about applying 
God’s laws each hour 
of each day. And 
this pays rich divi-
dends in our camp 
relationships as we 
work in harmony 

with these spiritual 
goals in mind.
As always, the United 

Youth Camp program is 
appreciative of the support of 

parents, staff, campers and all the 
membership in this collective effort to 
teach the precious truths of God to His 
youth.

In the United Youth Camps program, 
one important aspect of building 
and supporting the camp Zone 
environment is to have posi-

tive relationships. We see the 
tremendous effort that 
God puts into having a 
positive relationship 
with mankind, and 
at camp we want to 
imitate this in our 
interactions with 
each other (Ephe-
sians 5:1).

At our summer 
and winter camps, we 
place a strong empha-
sis on positive relation-
ships. We support each 
other, encourage each other, 
and cheer each other on. We are there 
for each other as true friends, quick with a 
kind word and fast to offer assistance. We 
don’t allow tricks, gags or jokes at anoth-
er’s expense because this would quickly 
and effectively destroy trust and the com-
mon bond that we all share.

Some of our participants come from 
challenging home, school or work envi-
ronments. They have been exposed to 
bullying, degrading talk, language that 
tears people down and an overall disre-
spect of authority figures and leaders. 
But at United Youth Camps, we support 
the Zone aspect of positive relationships. 
We enforce a “no-knock” policy where 
nobody criticizes others. Campers and 
staff come to camp to share a week-long 
experience of God’s way in action in 
regards to positive relationships, both in 
our words and actions.

The contents of the Holy Bible—with 

all its life examples, doctrine, instruction, 
correction, people and prophecy—show 
that God’s plan of salvation is about rela-

tionships. Positive relationships are 
based on Matthew 22:37-40: 

“Jesus said to him, ‘You 
shall love the Lord 

your God with all 
your heart, with all 
your soul, and with 
all your mind.’ 
This is the first 
and great com-
mandment. And 
the second is like it: 

‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 

On these two com-
mandments hang all 

the Law and the Prophets.’” 
Even God’s Holy Days are about 

the relationship between God and man-
kind! Through the prophet Isaiah, God 
shared His frustrations about Judah and 
Jerusalem with how they had separated 
themselves from God, and had essentially 
shut Him out of their lives (Isaiah 59:2). 
God laments about not having a positive 
relationship with the people He loves.

Today, the society around us is in a 
downward spiral. With its focus on what 
can benefit each individual, to Holly-
wood-style murder and killing. From 
one-night stands and abortions to rebel-
lious attitudes and hostility. The world we 
live in seems to put the individual above 
everyone and everything else, even to the 
detriment of others. Marriages are failing, 
families are broken and relationships are 
strained. Even the very idea of friendship 
has been twisted to “what can benefit 
me?”

God ultimately wants all mankind to 
repent of their sinful nature and turn 
their focus onto Him (1 Timothy 2:4). 
Sin breaks relationships and causes bar-
riers to be built (Hebrews 7:26), and if 
left unrepented of, can even lead to death 
(Romans 6:23). But through baptism, 
continual repentance and God’s Spirit 
living in us, this breach can be healed 
(Ephesians 2:14). A loving relationship 
can be built and cultivated with our God. 
A positive relationship can be fostered 
and grown. God wants that level of a rela-
tionship with us and our children (Acts 
2:38-39)!

God is all about establishing a positive 
relationship with mankind (1 John 2:2). 
At each of our six United Youth Camps, in 
our local congregations, and in our indi-
vidual lives during the other 51 weeks of 
the year, we should be striving to show an 
example of loving God, and loving our 
neighbor. These two great command-
ments show us how tremendously impor-
tant positive relationships are to God. 

Focus your prayers and daily actions on 
this biblical aspect of the Zone and make 
having positive relationships a priority in 
your life!

The Seven Elements of the Zone

The Seven Elements of the Zone
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Positive Relationships
Positive 
Relationships…

• with parents, help children 
understand the right 
relationship with God

• build love for one another
• instill loyalty
• help with problem solving
• teach how to respect others
• teach how to earn respect 

from others
• help build natural relationships 

with others and God

A new article series:



7  United Church of God, an International Association  UNITED NEWS  JANUARY 2014 

Births
Omar and Natalia Anguiano of the San 
Diego, California, congregation are happy 
to announce the birth of their third child, 
Camilla Emma Anguiano. She was born 
July 9, 2013, weighed 7 lb., 11 oz., and was 
20.5 in. long. Brothers Gabriel and Lucas 
are thrilled with their new baby sister. 
Camilla is the sixth grandchild of Mario 
and Caty Seiglie.

Anniversaries
Dave and Linda Ritter of the North 

Canton, Ohio, congregation reached 50 
years of marriage on Nov. 22, 2013. The 
North Canton congregation celebrated 
with them on Nov. 23, presenting them 
with a 50th anniversary cake after Sabbath 
services. Dave and Linda were married in 

1963 at the Summit County Courthouse 
in Akron, Ohio. After the ceremony and 
just a few miles down the road in their 
car, they heard the shocking news of Pres-
ident Kennedy’s assassination. Dave has 
joked that this helps him remember the 
date of his anniversary!

Dave and Linda met through Dave’s 
sister and began dating. Both of them 
were baptized the same day on March 5, 
1971. Looking back over the years, they 
have seen God’s hand at work in their 
marriage many times. The Ritters are 
blessed with children and grandchildren 
as they live their retirement years in the 
Village of Doylestown, Ohio, just west of 
Akron. Dave and Linda are cherished by 
the brethren in the North Canton church. 
Dave is a member of the Sabbath service 
sound crew, and Linda participates in 
the ladies club. Dave is also a big help in 
producing voice recordings of United 

Church of God publications for the blind.

Obituaries
Pauline (Polly) Ross Graham, 91, of 

Noblesville, Indiana, died Aug. 25, 2013. 
She was born on Sept. 20, 1921, in Wil-
liston, Florida, the youngest child of the 
late James and Mattie (Pasteur) Ross. She 
was preceded in death by all five of her 
siblings and her husband Kenneth Gra-
ham, an elder in the Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, congregation.

Pauline married Kenneth in 1943 
while he was still serving in the Army. 
He served in India for 19 months while 
she remained in Florida. When the war 
was over, Kenneth returned home to his 
native Detroit area, and they stayed there 
until 1988 when they moved to Nobles-
ville to be near their daughter. They were 

married for 59 years until Kenneth’s death 
in 2002.

Kenneth began listening to The World 
Tomorrow broadcast in 1956. They were 
both baptized in August of 1958. Polly 
died one day before the 55th anniversary 
of her baptism. Kenneth was ordained an 
elder in 1965. They both served faithfully 
for many years in the Detroit area and 
later in the Indianapolis area.

Pauline was a true southern lady, a 
devoted wife, mother and homemaker 
who loved hummingbirds and flow-
ers, drove a school bus for 10 years, and 
couldn’t sit still if music was playing 
even if it was just tapping her foot. She 
was a true Proverbs 31 woman, keeping 
an immaculate home, entertaining fre-
quently, putting up guests regularly, and 
reaching out to widows and those less 
fortunate. Many dozens of brethren were 
counseled and baptized in their basement 

Announcements

Camilla Emma Anguiano Dave and Linda Ritter Pauline “Polly” Ross Graham Alpha Elsie Juliet Engstrom

East Texas Congre-
gation Serves Local 
Nursing Home Singing 
Hymns

About 25 members of the  East Texas 
congregation enjoyed singing hymns 
at the Legend Oaks Nursing home in 
Gladewater on Sabbath morning, Aug. 
17. The members, ranging in age from 
preteens through senior citizens, sat 
among the nursing home residents as 
everyone sang hymns from the church 
hymnal. Teens as well as adults took 
turns accompanying the songs on 
guitar, bass, violin, piano, dulcimer and 
tambourine.

Church members arrived at 9:45 a.m. 
Some helped push people in wheel-
chairs into the activity room, and others 
visited with residents while Jeri Holcomb 
played various hymns on the piano. At 
10:00 a.m. everyone was welcomed by 
Roger Daniels and reminded that hymns 
are sung for the purpose praising God. 
Each song was introduced with a brief 

description using the information that is 
in the hymnal.

After the hymn sing was over some 
of the members went to a bed-bound 
resident’s room and performed the song 
“How Great Thou Art.”  The room was 
crowded with people and instruments, 
including a bass, violin, and guitar. The 
resident asked everyone to say their 
name. At the end of the song she said 
she would always remember this day.

“I got more from it than I gave,” com-
mented Church member Connie Smith. 
“I would go every week if I could.”  There 
were many appreciative comments from 
both residents and brethren. It was an 
uplifting and inspiring way to spend a 
Sabbath morning.

Linda Daniels

Columbia, Maryland 
Seniors Honored

At a special dinner on Oct. 5, 2013, fol-
lowing Sabbath services, 11 of our senior 
citizens in the Columbia, Maryland, con-
gregation were honored.

 All age groups participated in the 
church activity. The tables were set with 
beautiful fresh flower vases as center-
pieces along with votive candle holders 
that had been decorated by the Sabbath 

school-aged children. The children, ages 
5-11, also sang a couple of songs for 
those being honored.

We had teens, young adults, and ladies 
of the congregation serving drinks as 
well as a three-course meal. The meal 
consisted of a chicken Parisienne dish 
along with a bean medley and wild grain 
rice. To finish off the meal, the seniors 
were served fresh strawberries and 
whipped cream along with chocolate 
covered cream puffs.

 Our pastor, Don McCoy, addressed 
the attendees to show appreciation 
to them for being a special part of the 
congregation. This evening was to give 
honor to the seniors as mentioned in 
Proverbs 16:31: “The silver-haired head is 
a crown of glory, if it is found in the way 
of righteousness.”

Rhonda Diggins

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

The East Texas members singing hymns and 
playing insruments at a local nursing home.

Pastor Don McCoy at the Columbia senior dinner.
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through the years.
Survivors include her son Kenneth 

(Susan) Graham of Mackinaw, Illi-
nois; daughter Kristine (Mark) Vincen 
of Noblesville, Indiana; grandchildren 
Nicole (Kelly) Gard of Rio Rancho, New 
Mexico; Lauren Graham of Mackinaw, 
Illinois; and David Vincen of Norwalk, 
Connecticut.

Alpha Elsie Juliet Engstrom, of Alex-
andria, Minnesota, died Nov. 8, 2013, in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. She had resided there 
with her sister June Hedstrom, for the last 
three years. Alpha was born to Eugene 
and Lillian Engstrom in Alexandria on 
May 12, 1921. She graduated from Alex-
andria Central High School in 1939, and 
went to work in her uncle Bill Hasbrouck’s 
bakery in Pequat Lakes, Minnesota.

In 1942, she answered her country’s 
call by joining the U.S. Army (WAAC), 
and was first stationed in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. She was later transferred 
to Fort Brady in Michigan’s  upper pen-
insula for the duration of her tour—an 
area she loved. After her military service, 
she did some traveling, eventually get-
ting around to and spending time in such 
cities as San Antonio, Detroit, Chicago 
and New Orleans. In the 50s she went 
to work for Northwest Airlines in their 
reservations department and remained 
there for 17 years. She then went into 
secretarial work in Minneapolis until she 
retired in the early 80s. For the next 25-30 
years she was to become the wonderful 
caregiver her Church family all came to 
know. Though Alpha never married, as 
the eldest of a “small family of 16 siblings,” 
she really had quite a family and was well 
initiated into  caregiving  at an early age. 
After she retired, she eventually moved 
back to Alexandria to care for her mother 
until she died in 1991. In her later years 
she moved to Fairhope, Alabama, to give 
support to her uncle Charlie until he died.

Alpha was baptized into the World-

wide Church of God in the early 70s, 
and later attended the United Church of 
God. She was a staunch, resolute believer, 
and attended the various Worldwide/
United congregations of central Minne-
sota for some 40 years, before moving to 
Las Vegas where she attended locally her 
last three years. Alpha was a wonderful 
conversationalist, with a sharp, well read 
mind and wit to match. Everyone who 
knew her thoroughly enjoyed spending 
time with her, will miss her delightful 
spark and invigorating conversation and 
look forward to seeing her again in the 
Kingdom.

Catherine Wynell Taylor of the DeFu-
niak Springs, Florida, congregation died 
peacefully Nov. 26, 2013, at the Chipola 
Nursing Pavillion in Marianna, Florida, 
following a lengthy illness.

Cathy was born on April 1, 1953, in 
Jacksonville, Florida. She was the older of 
two children, her brother Donald being 
three years younger. The year 1972 was 
an eventful year in Cathy’s life because she 
graduated from high school and cosme-
tology school. In that same year she met 
her husband to be and was married to 
him. In 1975 she gave birth to their one 
and only child, a son. In 1976 she began 

to study God’s truth and started attending 
Sabbath services in the Gainesville, Flor-
ida, congregation. Cathy was baptized on 
Sept. 11, 1978, and was ordained a dea-
coness in 1990. She dearly loved God, her 
family, and serving the brethren. She had 
a unique sense of humor, and more often 
than not she would make you smile. She 
was courageous and uplifting and will be 
missed by all who knew her.

Cathy is survived by her husband of 41 
years, Larry Taylor, her son Randy Taylor 
and his wife Lisa, and her dear grandson 
Aiden Wesley Taylor. She is also survived 
by her brother Donald Jackson and wife 
Shiela.

A faithful member of God’s Church, 
William V. “Bill” Mosher, age 90, died 
Dec. 3, 2013, at a nursing home in Bloom-
ington, Illinois, where he lived. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Donna, with whom he 
shared more than 59 years of marriage. 
He is also survived by his daughter, Jane 
(Jeff) Turley and her sons; his sister, Hazel 
Nelson; and nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, an infant 
sister and his older brother, Joe.

 Bill was born June 10, 1923, in Ber-
nadotte Township in Illinois to Oren and 
Margaret Mosher. He graduated high 

school in 1940, and in 1942 he joined the 
Army Air Corps as an aviation cadet in 
World War II. This led to service in the 
European theater of the war in the 9th Air 
Force, 391st Bomber Group. He received 
many awards and medals as pilot of the 
B-26. After the war, he served the Illi-
nois Air National Guard’s 169th Fighter 
Squadron.

 He graduated from the Illinois State 
Police Academy in 1950 and joined the 
police force as a state trooper, where 
he served until 1978, at which point he 
joined the Champaign County Sher-
iff ’s Department as chief deputy. When 
he retired in 1983, he had served in law 
enforcement for over 33 years.

Bill was baptized in June of 1996 at the 
age of 73 in the Jordan River in Israel. Bill 
continued to faithfully attend services 
in the United Church of God in Bloom-
ington, Illinois, until his 90th year, when 
declining health finally made it impos-
sible to attend and he was eventually 
placed in a nursing home. Bill was well-
read, with tremendous insight. He led a 
very active life in service to others, often 
at risk to himself. And he made a pro-
found impression on people inside and 
outside the Church in his ability to weave 
a story. People often came to him just to 
hear him tell one of the stories of his life 
or experiences and what he had learned. 
He will be greatly missed by everyone in 
our Bloomington church family.

Dear Brethren,

As treasurer for the fiscal year 2012-
2013 it is my privilege once again to pres-
ent our United States financial statements. 
God has blessed your faith this past year, 
and UCG has gone forward with enough 
growth to live within its budget, to con-
tinue to proclaim the Gospel of the King-
dom of God and to modestly add to our 
reserves. 

UCG’s Council of Elders, in discussion 
with the management team, stepped out 
on faith in those difficult times to con-
tinue to do the work set before us. With 
God’s blessing and the faithfulness of 
members and coworkers during this fis-
cal year, UCG experienced an increase 
in income to match ongoing expenses 
which had been paid through the use of 

reserves the prior two fiscal year’s. With 
the increased income, and prudent trim-
ming of expenses, by years end, we were 
even able to add to reserves.

As you read through the financial 
statements you will see they are mostly 
self-explanatory. Our auditors have been 
impressed with what was accomplished 
in three years with the controlled use of 
reserves, and what they see as our suc-
cessfully planned recovery. We know that 
it was not our own doing, and give God 
and Jesus Christ all the credit. May we 
continue to please them.

We are a leaner church, but I feel a 
stronger and more humble service-ori-
ented group of God’s people to whom he 
can call more children. We ask for God to 
call more coworkers, as we still have many 
financial needs in the United States and 

internationally. Australia and Canada are 
holding their own, and even contributing 
to the cost of magazines supplied by the 
US media department. We thank them 
for their assistance in carrying the load. 
The rest of the world still relies heavily on 
a subsidy from the home office. 

Because of my past history and many 
years of travel experience, I have been 
asked to transition to Ministerial and 
Member Services as international advi-
sor. My heart is with all of God’s people no 
matter the geographic location. I look for-
ward to serving UCG in the global arena. 
I personally would like to thank you for 
your prayers, love and support in some 
difficult years for UCG.

The Council of Elders chose and 
installed a new treasurer, Rick Shabi, 
with the transition on Oct. 15, 2013. He 

is a certified public accountant and a very 
capable minister with a strong financial 
background and converted spirit. I have 
used him as an advisor with access to our 
books for over a year, so he is familiar 
with our procedures, the Council and the 
president’s management team. I ask all of 
you to give him the same support you did 
to me during my tenure in that office. It 
is still, as always, a work of faith, and he 
will need your prayers just as I did. I am 
thankful this transition came at a time of 
peace and stability in United Church of 
God. 

In Christ’s Service,
Aaron Dean
Treasurer 2010-2013

Announcements

Announcements:
Please submit announcements of the 

births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in your families. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) to UN@ucg.org or give 
them to your local pastor to forward 
to United News. If you mail via regular 
mail, please include a self-addressed 
envelope if you would like photos 
returned.

Catherine Wynell Taylor William V. “Bill” Mosher

2012-2013 Financial Audit
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2013 2012
Assets:

Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,330,108         3,052,873      
Prepaid expenses 169,050 218,590
Property and equipment, net 5,344,457         5,479,732      

Total assets 8,843,615         8,751,195      

Liabilities and net assets:
Liabilities:

Accounts payable 205,730            204,583         
Accrued payroll and vacation pay 338,777            319,174         
Accrued insurance obligations 38,106              76,025           
Mortgage payable 276,448            294,410         

Total liabilities 859,061            894,192         

Net assets:
Unrestricted 7,968,250         7,844,727      
Temporarily restricted 16,304              12,276           

Total net assets 7,984,554         7,857,003      

Total liabilities and net assets $ 8,843,615         8,751,195      

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association

Statements of Financial Position
June 30, 2013 and 2012

3
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association
Notes to the Financial Statements

June 30, 2013 and 2012

1. CHURCH AND ACTIVITIES:

The United Church of God, an International Association, (herein referred as the "Church") is a 
worldwide religious association.  In the United States of America, the Church is a California 
Nonprofit Religious Corporation (incorporated on May 10, 1995).  Affairs of the Church are 
coordinated through the Home Office located in Milford, Ohio, where the state of Ohio has the 
Church officially registered.

The Church is not affiliated with other religious churches, nor does it publicly appeal for funds or 
involve itself in politics.  The Church embraces two broad purposes: to preach the Gospel and 
to nurture the Church.

The Church is overseen by a General Conference of Elders, which, in turn, appoints a 12-
member Council of Elders to function as a board of directors that establishes operations 
policies for the Church.  The officers and employees of the Church are responsible for 
operation of the Church in conformance with Council policies.

2. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES:

Basis of presentation

The accompanying financial statements include only the activity of the Home Office for the 
Church.

The Church has associated organizations, operating in other countries, which have resources 
that are principally derived and expended locally.  The Church provides grants-in-aid and other 
services to some of these organizations.  The accounts of these organizations are not included 
in the accompanying financial statements.

The financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis in accordance with the 
AICPA Audit and Accounting Guide, "Not-for-Profit Organizations." The significant accounting 
policies followed are described below.

Revenue recognition

Unrestricted net assets represent those resources of the Church that are not subject to donor-
imposed stipulations.  Unrestricted net assets may be designated for specific purposes by 
actions of the Council of Elders or may otherwise be limited by contractual agreements with 
outside parties.

Temporarily restricted net assets represent contributions that are subject to donor-imposed 
restrictions that can be fulfilled by actions of the Church pursuant to those stipulations or that 
expire by the passage of time.  Temporarily restricted contributions received and expended in 
the same fiscal year are recorded as unrestricted revenues.

9

3. PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT:

Property and equipment consisted of the following at June 30:
2013 2012

Buildings $ 4,207,459 4,207,459
Land 402,936 402,936
Land held for resale 1,600,457 1,600,457
Land improvements 383,076 383,076
Furniture and fixtures 16,125 16,125
Office equipment 514,541 498,239
Vehicles      52,373      44,374
Total property and equipment 7,176,967 7,152,666
Less: accumulated depreciation 1,832,510 1,672,934

$ 5,344,457 5,479,732

In 2009, the Church identified $1,600,457 in land it no longer needed for operations and began 
pursuing options to list the property for sale.

4. OBLIGATIONS UNDER OPERATING LEASES:

The Church leases automobiles pursuant to operating lease agreements.  The Church's future 
minimum lease payments for all non-cancelable operating leases are as follows:

Years Ending June 30,

2014 $ 175,140
2015 166,729
2016 56,652
2017    5,254

Total future minimum lease payments $ 403,775

Rent and lease expenses for the years ended June 30, 2013 and 2012 were $501,876 and 
$426,928, respectively.

5. DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PENSION PLAN:

Effective April 1, 1999 the Church established a 403(b) thrift plan for all full time employees.  
The Church matches $2 for every $1 of the first $2,000 contributed by the employees.  In 
February 2011, the Church elected to suspend contributions to the plan for the year ended June 
30, 2012 and will reexamine the financial feasibility of its reinstatement in subsequent periods.
There were no contributions to this plan for the years ended June 30, 2013 and 2012.

2013 2012
Unrestricted net assets:

Revenues, gains and other support:
Contributions - individuals $ 12,083,433   10,699,070
Contributions - local congregations 712,741        555,659      
Holy day offerings and festival fund contributions 4,330,526     4,231,365   
Estate/personal property donations 380,980        133,912      
Dividend and interest income 69                 97              
Other income 148,513        192,592      
Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of restrictions 12,276          51,973        

Total revenues, gains and other support 17,668,538   15,864,668

Expenses:
Program services:

Field Ministry / Local Congregations 6,799,663     7,068,045   

Festivals 806,490        785,002      

International 1,335,242     1,654,416   
Public Proclamation 5,797,535     5,708,485   

Total program services 14,738,930   15,215,948

Management and general:
   Council of Elders / Home Office /
      Insurance & Benefit Plans 2,779,044     3,346,805   
   General Conference 27,041          52,323        

Total management and general 2,806,085     3,399,128   

Total expenses 17,545,015   18,615,076

Increase (decrease) in unrestricted net assets 123,523        (2,750,408)

Temporarily restricted net assets:
Contributions 16,304          12,276        
Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of restrictions (12,276)         (51,973)      

Increase (decrease) in temporarily restricted net assets 4,028            (39,697)      

Change in net assets 127,551        (2,790,105)
Net assets at the beginning of period 7,857,003     10,647,108

Net assets at the end of period $ 7,984,554     7,857,003   

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association

Statements of Activities
Years Ended June 30, 2013 and 2012

4
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Church support

Members of the Church practice tithing (which is the donation of ten percent of one's "net" 
income for the Church's unrestricted use). The majority of Church support and revenue consist 
of such unrestricted donations, whether from individuals directly to the Home Office or from 
monies received by local congregations and subsequently given to the Home Office.

Members also save an additional ten percent of their annual "net" income for personal use in 
attending biblically mandated festivals or holy days.  This is commonly referred to as the 
second tithe.  Members also contribute to the Church a portion of the second tithe that they 
save for use at the annual festivals.  These contributions, known as the "Festival Fund," are 
used to pay for expenses involved in festival operations and to assist needy members and their 
families so they can attend the Feast of Tabernacles.  Funds are also sent internationally to 
assist members.

Those members who are financially able contribute to the "Assistance Fund." Monies 
contributed to the fund are used to assist the needy.

Members may designate that their contributions be used to support the Church internationally.  
This fund is known as the "International Fund."

Use of estimates

The financial statements are prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles which require management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the 
amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent liabilities as of the financial 
statement date, and the amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period.  Actual 
results could differ from those estimates.

Income taxes

The Church is exempt from Federal income tax under Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 
501(c)(3).  Donations to the Church are, therefore, tax-deductible under IRC Section 
l70(b)(l)(A).  However, income from certain activities not directly related to the Church's tax-
exempt purpose would be subject to taxation as unrelated business income.  The Church has 
been granted tax-exempt status in the states in which it operates that provide exemptions from 
taxes.

The Church follows Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) guidance related to 
accounting for uncertainty in income taxes. Those provisions clarify the accounting and 
recognition for income tax positions taken or expected to be taken in the Church’s income tax 
returns.  The Church is not required to file an annual information return due to its religious 
origins but would be subject to tax on any unrelated business income. The Church believes it 
has not earned any unrelated business income and has estimated no tax is due based on 
current facts and circumstances.  Thus, the Church has determined that an accrual for taxes is 
not needed for the year ended June 30, 2013.

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents consist of cash and investments with initial maturities of three 
months or less.

2013 2012
Cash flows from operating activities:

Change in net assets $ 127,551       (2,790,105)
Adjustment to reconcile change in net assets

to net cash provided (used) by operating activities:

Depreciation 161,716       181,722      
Effect of change in operating assets and liabilities:

Prepaid expenses 49,540         2,161          
Accounts payable 1,147           98,041        
Accrued payroll and vacation pay 19,603         (194,820)    
Accrued insurance obligations (37,919)        (12,946)      

Net cash provided (used) by operating activities 321,638       (2,715,947)

Cash flows from investing activities:
Purchases of property and equipment (26,441)        (5,454)        

Cash flows from financing activities:
Principal payments on mortgage payable (17,962)        (18,104)      

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 277,235       (2,739,505)

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year 3,052,873    5,792,378   

Cash and cash equivalents, end of year $ 3,330,108    3,052,873   

Supplemental Cash Flow Disclosures:

Interest paid $ 18,994         21,600        

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association

Statements of Cash Flows
Years Ended June 30, 2013 and 2012

5
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Concentration of credit risk

The Church maintains its cash and certificates of deposit at several commercial and savings 
banks which, at times, exceed federally insured limits.  The Church has not experienced any 
losses in such accounts and believes it is not exposed to any significant credit risk.

Property and equipment

Purchased property and equipment are recorded at cost.  Donations of property and equipment 
are recorded as support at their estimated fair value on the date of donation.  Such donations 
are reported as unrestricted support unless the donor has restricted the donated asset to be 
used for a specific purpose.  Major improvements to real property are capitalized and normal 
repair and maintenance costs are expensed as incurred.

Property and equipment owned by the Church are depreciated using the straight-line method 
over their estimated useful life as follows:

Computer/Information Systems 3 years
Office Equipment 5 years
Office Furniture and Fixtures 7 years
Land Improvements           10 years
Buildings           40 years

Components of programs and supporting services

Field Ministry/Local Congregations: This function includes expenses pertaining to the 
field ministry, local congregations and youth camps.

International: This function includes expenses pertaining to the support of international 
congregations and offices.

Public Proclamation: This area contains all media related expenses.

Festivals: This function includes costs that are directly involved in the fall Festival of 
Tabernacles and the other annual festivals.

Home Office: This function includes administrative and other expenses for the Home 
Office.

Council of Elders: The expenses in this function are those that pertain to the Council of 
Elders, including phone and face-to-face conferences.

General Conference: Expenses in this function include any expenses relating to the 
Cincinnati, Ohio, General Conference held in May.

Subsequent events

The Church evaluates events and transactions occurring subsequent to the date of the financial 
statements for matters requiring recognition or disclosure in the financial statements.  The 
accompanying financial statements consider events through October 22, 2013, the date on 
which the financial statements were available to be issued.
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6. MORTGAGE PAYABLE:

In November 2008, the Church signed a $350,000 mortgage with Prosperity Bank, secured by a 
church building.  The mortgage will be repaid in monthly installments over fifteen years, with an 
interest rate at 6.526%.  The balance at June 30, 2013 was $276,448.  The future minimum 
payments on this mortgage payable are as follows:

Years Ending June 30,

7. LINE OF CREDIT:

The Church entered into a line of credit agreement with a bank that provides for borrowings up 
to $250,000. Substantially all assets of the Home Office secured the line, which matured on 
November 1, 2012 and was not renewed. Interest accrued on the outstanding principal balance 
at the LIBOR Rate plus 2.950%. There were no outstanding draws on this line as of June 30, 
2012.

8. COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES:

The Church is currently making discretionary payments to certain individuals.  The payments 
totaled approximately $688,000 and $561,000 for the years ended June 30, 2013 and 2012, 
respectively.  These discretionary payments are provided, in part, based upon the individual's 
needs and, accordingly, could be discontinued in the future.  No amounts have been accrued in 
the accompanying financial statements for future payments relating to these arrangements.

The Church is self-insured for medical, dental and vision insurance and maintains a stop-loss 
coverage policy covering individual claims in excess of predetermined amounts.  Aggregate 
annual claims are also capped at a fixed rate. Self-insurance costs are accrued based upon
the aggregate of the liability for reported claims and an estimated liability for claims incurred but 
not reported.

9. TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS:

Net assets of $12,276 and $51,973 were released during 2013 and 2012, respectively, from 
donor restrictions by incurring expenses satisfying the restricted purposes specified by the 
donors within the Good Works Program.

At June 30, 2013 and 2012, the Church had temporarily restricted net assets of $16,304 and 
$12,276 respectively, for the Good Works Program.

2014 $       19,175 
2015          20,464
2016           21,800
2017           23,306
2018           24,874

Thereafter   166,829 

Total $    276,448 

Ministerial Council of

Services/Field Elders/ Home

Ministry/Local Public Office/Insurance General

Congregations Festivals International Proclamation & Benefit Plans Conference Totals

Salaries and related benefits $ 3,859,004     384,798  -              1,366,158  842,687        -               6,452,647   

Contracted services and fees 15,671          -            -              169,233     165,827        6,641         357,372      

Broadcast media and advertising -                  -            -              1,441,424  98                 -               1,441,522   

Print media and advertising 19,779          11,934    -              867,931     8,325            2,134         910,103      

Postage and shipping 20,769          6,814      -              741,408     57,157          987            827,135      

Building and equipment lease/rental 57,802          163,018  -              7,963         16,704          249            245,736      

Telephone and utilities 39,925          980         -              2,959         102,452        -               146,316      

Supplies 102,211        45,773    -              44,050       64,181          2,710         258,925      

Travel, mileage, meals, and lodging 845,760        32,551    858            12,012       176,181        39,602       1,106,964   

Depreciation -                  -            -              -               181,722        -               181,722      

Grants and charitable support:

   International support 12,200          50,540    1,653,558  1,047,725  1,614            -               2,765,637   

   Domestic support:

     Assistance to the needy 560,832        81,077    -              -               -                  -               641,909      

     Allocations to local congregations 1,485,967     1,622      -              -               -                  -               1,487,589   

Insurance and health care -                  -            -              -               1,688,124     -               1,688,124   

Other 48,125          5,895      -              7,622         41,733          -               103,375      

         Total expenses $ 7,068,045       785,002    1,654,416    5,708,485    3,346,805        52,323         18,615,076

Year Ended June 30, 2012

Program Services Management and General
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6:36-39).
The final choice, of course, is ours. But 

Jesus Christ is committed to do everything 
reasonable for us to achieve salvation in 
this age—an age where Satan’s design is 
to thwart God’s purpose. The devil’s way 
of life labors to under-rate God’s sincere 
intentions toward us.

We should always focus to avoid this 
continual erosion of our faith. Jesus said, 
“He who comes to Me shall never hun-
ger, and he who believes in Me shall never 
thirst” (John 6:35). It is through Christ 
that we have the powerful alternative to 
the world’s attempts to falsely satisfy our 
deepest needs.

3. At Some Point You Were 
Foreknown by God and 
Predestined to Be One of His 
Called Ones in This Age

“For whom He foreknew, He also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. Moreover whom He pre-
destined, these He also called…” (Rom ans 
8:29-30a). Can you imagine this? God had 
in view that He would embark on His plan 
to call people out of this age, and along the 
way, He called you. As stated earlier, His 
choosing was not based on your goodness, 
righteousness or because you were deserv-
ing. And you shouldn’t deny that you were 
of the blessed ones who got the invitation! 
The fact that God is the initiator says this is 
God’s doing. God assures us of success, not 

because of our abilities or intelligence, but 
because He is in charge and orchestrating 
events in our lives so that we may experi-
ence success.

4. God Is Determined for His 
Plan to Work

“Remember the former things of old, for 
I am God, and there is no other: I am God, 
and there is none like Me. Declaring the 
end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times things that are not yet done. Saying, 
‘My counsel [plans] shall stand, and I will 
do all my pleasure’” (Isaiah 46:9, emphasis 
added).

God, because of who He is, has the 
intent, the will, and the power to carry out 
everything and anything He purposes.

His plan from the beginning was to 
bring “many sons to glory” (Hebrews 
2:10). The fact that Adam and Eve made a 
wrong choice because of Satan’s deception 
was not an obstacle to God. It is something 
He accounted for and indeed planned for. 
That passage goes on: “Make the captain of 
their salvation perfect through suffering.” 
It’s easy to forget that Jesus Christ “indeed 
was foreordained before the foundation of 
the world” (1 Peter 1:20).

We should never think that God was 
thwarted in His intentions to have chil-
dren who would be conformed to His 
Son. Again, God worked this out in a very 
powerful and unmistakable way when He 
began to call those after Adam’s fateful 
choice. We can read about some of them 
in Hebrews 11.

5) God Doesn’t Reject Us 
Because We Have Made Mistakes

David sinned, but was willing to see 
the mistake and repent. David prayed: 
“Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 

Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
and sinners shall be converted to You” 
(Psalm 51:12-13). David didn’t take God’s 
mercy for granted after that. David later 
confirmed that “His mercy endures for 
ever.” This shows God’s commitment to 
us. God is eternal. His purpose shall stand. 
Never doubt that God will see us through 
and extend His eternal mercy when need-
ed. Remember, He began the process. 

6) Bad Things That Happen Are Not 
Deterrents to God’s Work in Us

“And we know that all things work 
together for good to those who love God, 
to those who are the called according to 
His purpose” (Romans 8:28). He doesn’t 
say all things that happen to us are good. 
We have many examples of the mistakes 
where we bring consequences on ourselves 
and of trials that seem to happen due to 
no fault of our own. This is not an indi-
cation of God’s displeasure or a diminish-
ing of God’s special relationship with us. 
God in His wisdom allows events and uses 
them for His good. He is patient with our 
own faults and uses them to teach us as we 
recover from them. These actually further 
the work of God in us.

At the end of Job’s story, the first thing 
Job confessed is vital to remember: “I 
know that You can do everything, and that 
no purpose of Yours can be withheld from 
You” (Job 42:2). Job didn’t understand why 
God was permitting his trials, but he found 
answers in the end. He concluded that God 
never turns from his purpose. He is indeed 
the “perfecter of our faith.”

7) Believe in the Work God Is 
Doing

Do we recognize that there actually is a 
“work” being done within us? The world 
tells us that we really don’t matter to God. 

But each of our lives, minds and hearts 
are God’s workshop. He is busily looking 
at every thought, every reaction, every 
behavior and motive to see that it con-
forms to Jesus Christ. God is very con-
cerned to get it perfect. So He spends a lot 
of time in the workshop.

The Bible explains it this way: “Being 
confident of this very thing, that He who 
has begun a good work within you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Philippians 1:6).

“This is the work of God, that you 
believe in Him whom He sent” (John 
6:29). For the intensive work to be done in 
us, we must maintain faith in Jesus Christ. 
We should not doubt that He is “doing the 
work of God” in us. He can only do this 
with our agreement, cooperation and 
participation.

How relevant is His work to you? If 
you forget God while living in a godless 
world, the world will swallow you up. But 
the calling of God to fulfill his purpose in 
this age is the single greatest thing that has 
happened to any of us.

God’s intent toward you is unwaver-
ing. “The gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable” (Romans 11:29). God’s call-
ing is never cancelled, never rescinded. 
It is permanent. “God is not a man, that 
He should lie, nor a son of man, that He 
should repent. Has He said, and will He 
not do? Or has He spoken, and will He 
not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19). It’s 
unimaginable that the certainty of God’s 
commitment should be minimized in the 
mind and hearts of those who are called, 
but sadly sometimes it is. 

When He calls someone, His commit-
ment is total. It is never a calling that is 
less than a full calling. It is never revoked. 
Let us confirm our commitment to God’s 
great purpose.  UN

Continued from page 3

How Sure Are Your 
Election and Calling?

From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL

attentive to them, and showed them all 
the house of his treasures—the silver and 
gold, the spices and precious ointment, 
and all his armory—all that was found 
among his treasures…Then Isaiah the 
prophet went to King Hezekiah, and said 
to him, ‘What did these men say, and from 
where did they come to you?’ So Heze-
kiah said, ‘They came from a far country, 
from Babylon.” And he said, ‘What have 
they seen in your house?’ So Hezekiah 
answered, ‘They have seen all that is in my 
house; there is nothing among my trea-

sures that I have not shown them.’ Then 
Isaiah said to Hezekiah, ‘Hear the word 
of the Lord: “Behold, the days are coming 
when all that is in your house, and what 
your fathers have accumulated until this 
day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing 
shall be left,” says the Lord.’”

Surely we can see the parallel today! 
Hezekiah was a righteous king, but 
his sons went astray into idolatry and 
God fulfilled His prophecy. The sons of 
Joseph—and in particular the United 
States of America—have great wealth 
and treasure in their storehouses. These 

nations had a biblical foundation at one 
time. But because of ever increasing cor-
rupt kingship, immorality and pagan 
worship, it will all be taken away unless 
our nations repent of their sins. 

A modern Babylon will lay siege on all 
that we have. The parallel is sobering.

Serious Business
We must continue to have a sense of 

urgency in the work we are doing as God’s 
people in this end-time age. Do we fully 
appreciate that in which we are involved? 
No matter how simple the task, we are part 
of a work that has eternal consequences. 
Of the billions of people alive today we 
are among the blessed few to understand 

where we stand in all of human history, 
and what is about to happen.

Keep this in mind each day. We are part 
of a very serious business. The powder 
keg that is the world is close to exploding. 
Don’t underestimate the times in which 
we live. The fruit is growing on the trees 
of destruction.

Stay alert. Be watchful. Stay close to 
God and Jesus Christ. Each day when you 
wake up remember what you’re a part of. 
We preach the good news of a new age to 
come under the rulership of Christ and 
His saints. As you go about your daily 
work, your schoolwork, your chores, your 
business: Keep in mind the importance of 
our work on God’s behalf.  UN

Continued from page 3

FORWARD!

FORWARD!

The Kings of Israel: The Signs of the Times

having to be scheduled this year as there 
were about 20 percent more participants. 
Other games such as ultimate frisbee and 
speedaway were available across the park-
ing lot from the volleyball/basketball ven-
ue. Duane Phelps, Mike Cook and Rudy 
Rangel did the planning for the sporting 
events. This year’s basketball games were 
very exciting as many came down to the 
last possession or so to determine the 

winner. A few games went into overtime. 
Ultimately the team from Chattanooga 
coached by Allen Dance won the tourna-
ment. In volleyball there were many close 
matches, but once again, the Hands-Smith 
family team from Tennessee and Ohio was 
victorious.

Various board games and corn toss 
games were available to all throughout the 
weekend and were handled by John and 
Peg McClain.

This year featured two new events: activ-
ities for those children aged 0-3 years orga-

nized by Mandie Cobb and a prom dress 
exchange organized by Penny Martin.

Finally, the entire four-day event would 
not have run so smoothly without the aid 
of around 40 leaders on the WFW staff, 
mainly from the Cincinnati congregations, 
and the 60 plus volunteers to help them. 
Our gratitude goes to them for their tire-
less service. We also appreciated the coop-
eration of the staff at Great Wolf Lodge for 
their cheerful service to us, especially in 
removing all of the Christmas trees from 
the conference center, which we had exclu-

sive use of. They put their trees on rollers 
and had them tucked away in a storage area 
since they know we do not keep Christmas.

Next year, the Winter Family Week-
end will begin on a Tuesday evening and 
conclude on Sabbath. The dates are Dec. 
23-27, 2014!

We of the Winter Family Weekend staff 
look forward to welcoming you to the 2014 
WFW at the Great Wolf Lodge. Please 
mark those dates on your calendar and 
plan to attend this great winter-time event! 
See you next year!  UN

Continued from page 5
WFW 2013
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for all ages!
The weekend will feature Steve and 

Kathe Myers as special guests as well as 
the signature teen prom on Saturday 
night. The weekend will commence with 
a Bible study on Friday evening, followed 
by Sabbath services the next day and a 
couple of seminars before the attendees 
will enjoy a delectable dinner followed 
by a Saturday night treat for all ages! 
Sunday’s activities will include a family 
day at the indoor Nickelodeon amuse-
ment park (in the Mall of America). We 
will enter the Last Day of Unleavened 
Bread by offering a Bible study, followed 
by two Sabbath services and a luncheon 
on Monday.

Reserve the date and spread the word! 
Please join us in Minnesota, and let’s 
make this upcoming Families for God 
Weekend the best ever!

Please contact Brian and ReNae Shaw 
(bpshaw1@gmail.com or (763) 689-
2892) or David and Stephanie Mörker 
(dsmorker@yahoo.com or (952) 237-
9816) for any inquiries.

David Mörker

Ambassador Bible 
Center Accepting 
Applications for Class 
of 2015

How well do you know the Word of 
God? Would you like to have  founda-
tional knowledge of the Bible—from 
Genesis to Revelation?

Would you like to have greater under-
standing that will help you build a strong 
relationship with God and Jesus Christ?

How well do you know the basic doc-
trines of the Bible? Would you like to 
have a better grasp of the foundational 
doctrinal teachings of the Church (and 
Bible)?

Would you like to form friendships 
with others that will last a lifetime and 
beyond?

You can have these blessings and 
more if you attend Ambassador Bible 
Center!

We are taking applications for the class 
of 2015 (beginning in August of 2014). 
Please go to http://abc.ucg.org to down-
load your application.

We look forward to seeing you in the 
ABC Class of 2015 in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Gary Antion

AT A GLANCE

AT A GLANCE

Continued from page 1

by LeeAnn Luker

In 2013 hundreds of ladies were able to 
enjoy and profit by attending a Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend hosted by a United 
Church of God congregation. Since their 
beginning in Spokane and Seattle, Wash-
ington, in 1998, more than 105 Women’s 
Enrichment Weekends had been held in 
the United States and international areas. 
When taking into account one-day semi-
nars, that brings the total to 115 events.

From the beginning, the overall purpose 
of these weekends has been to promote a 
theme of Titus 2: women mentoring wom-
en and helping one another grow in greater 
spiritual maturity. This is accomplished by 
women sharing valuable spiritual lessons 
they have learned with one another, dis-
cussing practical implementation of godly 
principles and helping and encouraging 
one another through personal trials and 
struggles. As well as mentoring, the week-
ends present opportunities for ladies to 
develop new friendships and strengthen 
old ones. Women of all ages have time 
to talk together, share life experiences, 
laughter and the occasional tear, all while 
drawing closer to one another as sisters in 
Christ.

The weekends have also provided oppor-
tunities for many women to develop and 
share their personal talents. For some it’s 
refining their organizational skills. From 
choosing a theme to the follow-through of 
the presentations, workshops or activities 
that support them, women are working 
together, building a team mentality and 
learning to be collaborative. Ladies who 

are talented in the arts or creativity have 
been able to use their gifts in areas such 
as brochure designs, decorations and spe-
cial music throughout the weekend. Oth-
ers have developed their public speaking 
skills. Many areas have also added a ser-
vice project to their weekends, enabling 
the ladies to serve in a variety of outreach 
programs.

In 2010-2011, a group of ladies who had 
organized and participated in these events 
for many years worked together to develop 
United Church of God’s official guidelines 
for the Women’s Enrichment Weekends. 
These guidelines were written to give 
direction and support for those wanting to 
host a weekend. An appendix is included of 
various types of events that have been held 
as well as different venues. The guidelines 
were submitted to Ministerial and Mem-
ber Services for final input and approval. 
They are posted on the Women of Valor 

website at http://women.ucg.org.
Throughout the years international 

areas have also actively participated in 
hosting Women’s Enrichment Weekends. 
In Australia there has been an annual 
Women’s Enrichment Weekend held in 
Queensland since 2002, with occasional 
weekends taking place in Melbourne, Vic-
toria, and Sydney, New South Wales. In 
2011 Loney Mpilangwe organized a week-
end in Malawi. This past August, the ladies 
in Manila, Philippines, organized a Wom-
en’s Enrichment afternoon event, which 
focused on developing godly communica-
tion skills. This year, for the first time, the 
ladies in Trinidad and Tobago will be able 
to participate in an enrichment weekend 
held on Jan. 17-19. Beverly Kubik, LeeAnn 
Luker and Mary Smith will join them as 
presenters and will be covering the theme 
“Understanding You, Understanding Me, 
Building Meaningful Relationships.”

In 2014 starting in February and running 
through May there will be seven Women’s 
Enrichment Weekends held throughout 
the United States in the following loca-
tions: Garden Grove, California; Spring-
field, Missouri; Portland, Oregon; Puget 
Sound, Washington; Phoenix, Arizona; 
Cincinnati, Ohio; and Spokane, Washing-
ton. Details regarding exact dates, themes, 
locations, costs and registration informa-
tion can be found on the Women of Valor 
website listed above.

The Women’s Services department at the 
home office is available to help and sup-
port any area wanting to start a Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend. Bev Kubik, LeeAnn 
Luker and Lisa Fenchel are the contacts for 
Women’s Services.

We look forward to the various 2014 
weekends and hope that each one will pro-
mote spiritual growth, unity and inspira-
tion for all those participating.  UN

Women’s Enrichment Weekends—What’s Ahead in 2014?

The 2013 Families for God teen prom attendees.

She opens her mouth with wisdom,
A nd on her tongue is the law of kindness.
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PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE TEAM REQUEST TO ALL MEMBERS

PLAN FOR CHALLENGER WEST IN 2014

n Beyond Today Airing Schedule

n Beyond Today to Be Tested on ION Cable 
Network for 10 Weeks

An exciting opportunity has opened up for Beyond 
Today television. The United Church of God has 
secured an agreement with ION Television to run 
Beyond Today on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. EST for a 
10-week test period. We will be reaching 50 million 
households on ION cable and satellite (this does not 

include their local broadcast stations).
Commencing on Sunday, Jan. 19, the program will 

air at 9:00 a.m. EST. ION is willing to extend this time 
period as needed for additional testing, with reason-
able notice. Dr. Charles Stanley is the lead-in to our 
program, which is in our favor. He has a very good 
audience.

Nielsen rankings show ION in the top 15 cable 
systems. WGN America ranks approximately 37th. 
Also ION will be providing a dual-feed service, mean-
ing that it will air at 9:00 a.m. ET and at 9:00 a.m. PT 
(three hours later). WGN only offered a single-feed, 
meaning Beyond Today has been airing at 5:30 a.m. 
PT—not ideal. Overall, and because of this, WGN has 
approximately one third of ION’s dual-feed audience.

Our plan is to do A/B testing of WGN against ION 
on Sunday mornings, and as soon as we see 
which network is performing the best, we’ll 
drop the other. We are cutting back some-
what on Internet advertising for a while 
to pay for the double expenditure and to 
stay within our overall media department 
budget.

As a bonus, ION will also provide 30-sec-
ond promotional opportunities to air prior 
to the program’s start date and will contin-
ue the promotional airings throughout the 
test period, subject to available time slots. 
In addition, our agent is pleased to place 
and be responsible for additional bonus 

airings of Beyond Today during this test period in five 
select ION-owned and operated markets. Pending 
confirmation of availability of their time slots match-
ing the cable platform, these markets will be Den-
ver, Salt Lake City, Indianapolis, Milwaukee and San 
Francisco. These five broadcast markets will reach an 
additional six million households.

Please pray for the success of this test, and that it 
will become apparent very quickly which of the two 
networks should be our choice.

Peter Eddington

Featured Link
n Jelly Loves the Sabbath
http://youtu.be/YM2aZ2NMmNI
Jelly helps Mrs. Libby prepare a special Sabbath  
dinner.
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Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices Jan. 8, 2014: Live Wednesday Night Bible Study Webcast
Jan. 10, 2014: Vertical Thought Bible Class Webcast
Feb. 3-4, 2014: Regional Ministerial Conference, Cincinnati, 

Ohio
Feb. 7-9: Women’s Enrichment Weekend (WEW), Garden 

Grove, California
Feb. 14-16: WEW, Springfield, Missouri
Feb. 20-23: WEW, 
Feb. 24-27: Council of Elders Quarterly Meeting, Cincinnati, 

Ohio
March 6-9: WEW, Puget Sound, Washington
March 14-16: WEW, Cincinnati, Ohio
April 18-21: Families for God Weekend, Twin Cities, Minnesota

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

UNITED STATISTICS

Title Host Airing Period

The Next World 
Superpower Steve Myers Jan. 5-11

Meet God Gary Petty Jan. 12-18

Has Religion Lied to 
You? Steve Myers Jan. 19-25

God is Calling: Will 
You Answer? Gary Petty Jan. 26-Feb. 1

Seven Prophecies 
Before Jesus Returns

Darris 
McNeely Feb. 2-8

Do You Want to Live 
Forever? Gary Petty Feb. 9-15

Whatever Happened 
to Sin?

Darris 
McNeely Feb. 16-22

Evolution’s Leap of 
Faith Steve Myers Feb. 23-March 1

Our personal correspondence team is receiving an increasing number of biblical ques-
tions from our own members. With our limited staff, which is comprised of ministers who 
voluntarily answer questions in addition to their regular and full-time work load, we do not 
have the resources to follow up on these questions. Please be aware that our personal cor-
respondence team is primarily for answering questions from our subscribers and viewers 
who do not have a UCG pastor. We encourage our own members to seek out the counsel of 
their own UCG minister whenever possible.

Also, please note that our UCG website at www.ucg.org has a wealth of information 
available and our members can use the search function to find answers on hundreds of 
topics.

Thanks for your help and prayers for our team being able to follow up with the many 
people seeking answers.

Challenger West will take place July 27-Aug. 4. The deadline for submitting applications 
is April 1, and the tuition is $100. Please see page 5 for more details, and contact matthew_
fenchel@ucg.org for any additional details. Get ready for spiritual and mental growth!

December UCG.org traffic origin breakdown

Organic Search
Direct
Google ads
Facebook
UCG Members Site
Other

70%

15%

7%

3%
1% 4%

of 1,026,510 visitors


