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UCG Financial Audit & Budget Report

■ UCG receives unqualified 
audit and sets direction for a 
balanced budget.
by Aaron Dean

The United Church of God is pleased 
to present its unqualified audited finan-

cial statements for the fiscal year of July 
1, 2011, to June 30, 2012. Please see page 
4 for all 11 pages of the audit.

As you can see, the United Church of 
God used considerable reserves to con-
tinue operations of the Church and to 
provide services to the many members 
worldwide. This was necessary to keep 
momentum going in doing the work and 
stabilizing congregations in the United 
States and abroad. We believe the Church 
has benefitted from the leadership of the 
Council of Elders and the administration 
in using our resources to keep the work of 
the Church going during a difficult time.

UCG is now at a point where we must 
have a numerically balanced budget with-
out continued use of reserves. We are 
trimming in many places to get in line 
with our income, while still preaching the 
gospel and preparing a people. We have 
a good plan going forward in faith that 
God will continue to bless our efforts as 
we please him. Thankfully, God is bless-

ing us beyond what He gave us last year, 
but cutbacks are still needed for the short-
term.

To get to a balanced budget we will be 
trimming about $2,000,000 from the bud-
get. It is never easy to prune, but Christ, as 
Head of the Church, has done that many 
times. We have shared the pruning in 
every area of the organization. It makes us 
look at ourselves and every facet of what 
we do.

Ministerial and Member Services has 
cut back about $750,000 via subsidies and 
by holding online two-way Web confer-
ences for Feast of Tabernacles planning, 
United Youth Camp planning and min-
isterial training. While we have not cut 
any pastors, we have reduced travel both 
domestically and internationally where 
possible and appropriate. We have asked 
pastors to negotiate their hall prices more 
carefully.

Media and Communications Services 
is trimming about $1.4 million from the 

$5.4 million annual media budget. The 
Good News magazine is being reduced 
from 48 pages to 40 pages and subscribers 
will be asked to renew more often, which 
will reduce the circulation to only those 
who truly want to receive the magazine. 
Also, some advertising will be reduced to 
effectively manage print runs and mail 
costs. We will be dropping the World 
Harvest Network for televising the Beyond 
Today program, while maintaining cover-
age on WGN America and the Word Net-
work. The United News will be published 

■ Jesus admonished the 
teachers of the law in His 
day, calling them greatly 
mistaken. It is imperative that 
we use discernment so that we 
avoid being likewise “greatly 
mistaken.”
by Rex Sexton

The Sadducees came to Jesus with a plan 
to trick Him. Since they firmly believed 
that this physical life here was all that 
men would experience, they denied that 
there would be a resurrection. Jesus had 
been teaching about the resurrection, and 
masses of people in Judea were following 
him. So this group of priests and scribes 
concocted a plan to use Scripture to prove 
their belief. They combed through the 
writings of Moses for an idea and seized 
upon the law of levirate marriage in Deu-
teronomy 25:4-9 to fit the occasion. This 
law was to protect family inheritances of 
land after Joshua divided up the promised 

land by families.

Who Were the Sadducees?
The Sadducees were the elite, wealthy 

aristocracy of the Jewish community in 
the first century. The name “Sadducees” 
is related to the Hebrew verbal form of 
sadaq (tsahdak), which means “to be 
righteous.” The plural saddiqim would 
mean “righteous ones”—some commen-
taries note that apparently this is the title 
they wanted to be called by. Along the 
same lines, the early title for the group 
that became the Pharisees was hasidim—
meaning “the pious ones.” Even the name 
Perushim, which is translated as “Phari-
sees,” means “separated ones.”

How would you like to attend a church 
where one group called themselves “The 
Righteous Ones” and another group “The 
Pious Ones”?

The Sadducees controlled the Temple 
area. The high priest during the time 
of Jesus Christ was a Sadducee named 
Annas (Luke 3:2). According to Josephus 
and other sources, between A.D. 18 and 

36 Annas and his five sons each held 
the position of high priest for one year 
at a time. When Christ was arrested on 
the Passover night, he was first taken to 
the home of Annas, then to Annas’ son, 
Caiaphus, who was high priest for that 
year (see John 18:13 and Matthew 26:3). 
Annas and Caiaphus are considered the 
main organizers of Jesus’ arrest and illegal 
trial, not to mention coaxing the Romans 
to crucify Jesus.

The Sadducees were known for dishon-
esty and making money from the temple 
sacrifices. They charged common people 
high prices for approved sacrificial ani-
mals. They also exchanged unapproved 
money for approved currency for a huge 
profit to themselves.

Noted historian Alfred Edersheim 
states: “The Temple Mount…belonged 
to the High-Priestly family of Ananias…
where such profitable trade was driven by 
those who were…worthy successors of 
the sons of Eli. In the court of the Gentiles 

Please see page 4

Please see page 10

United News to Become 
Bi-Monthly 

As part of the Church’s budget cut-
backs, United News will be reduced 
from 10 issues per year to six. The 
change will take effect beginning with 
the March-April edition. February’s 
edition had already been scheduled 
to include the information normally 
included in the yearly camp magazine. 
Going bi-monthly from 10 issues per 
year will save approximately $33,000 
per year.

Mitchell Moss

Council of Elders 
December Meeting 
Summary 

The Council of Elders met Dec. 10-13 
at the home office in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
to discuss Church business and decide 
on several important issues. The 
highest priority topic was that of the 
Church’s finances and what cutbacks 
to make in order to continue the work 
with a smaller budget. Over the course 
of the meetings, the Council voted 

Please see page 15

Enduring Sound Doctrine



2  UNITED NEWS  JANUARY 2013 United Church of God, an International Association  

by Gary Antion

Winter Family Weekend 2012 is now 
history! It was held from Dec. 21-25 at 
the Great Wolf Lodge in Mason, Ohio, 
which was the main event area for lodg-
ing. Its spacious conference center was 
devoted exclusively to us. The water park 
and its fun-filled pools were a delight for 
many. The spacious rooms with micro-
waves and fridges helped with the meals 
in the room.

The participants enjoyed the Bible 
study by Frank Dunkle on “Best Friends 
Forever” to begin the weekend. He cited 
several examples of friendships in the 
Scriptures and gave us principles of being 
loyal friends. Sabbath seminars for teens 
and adults were well attended with stand-
ing room only in several of the sessions. 
Young folks kindergarten through grade 
five had two sessions while the Sabbath 
seminars were taking place.

Sabbath services were webcast to many 
congregations as musical talent was dis-
played before the sermon, given by Rick 
Beam and titled “The Mindset of a Help-
ing Hand.” He encouraged all to reach out 
and help those in need and not to give up 
on them because they aren’t doing so well 
at the present time. He used the story of 
the racehorse Seabiscuit and her handlers 
as examples of those who did not give up 
on what was considered inferior.

Saturday evening a “Welcome to 
Ambassador” event was enjoyed by about 
200 over the course of a few hours. The 
event had snacks, cake, refreshments and 
a cash bar open to all ambassador alumni, 
as well as anyone who may attend ABC in 
the future and all other brethren.

Saturday evening was also host to the 
teen dance (as organized by Jan Cook and 
her staff) with its theme of “Hometown 
Heroes” and DJ Michael Ball handling 
the music. The adult dance (organized 
by Amy Stephens and her aides) was well 
attended (even by some older teens). It 
had an Arabian theme and Rudy Ran-
gel handled the DJ responsibilities. 

Sunday began more seminars for adults 
based on the theme of the weekend, 
“Our Incredible Future.” The presenters 
were prepared and delivered a variety of 
topics to keep the interest of the audi-
ences. Several of the presenters ran out 
of handouts as the seminars were so well 
attended. Thanks to all who had a part in 
the presentations. Peter Eddington and 
his technical crew made sure that the 
mics and projectors were set up for the 
events. They also handled the webcast of 
the Bible study and Sabbath service. Troy 
Phelps, assistant event coordinator, was 
always around to check on needs for the 
seminars.

The sports venues were filled with vol-
leyball and basketball teams anxious to 
don their jerseys, join their teams and 
have fun playing together. There were 29 
volleyball teams and 14 basketball teams. 
There was ultimate Frisbee and also flag 
football—with the Minnesota team still 
dominating in football. There was play-

ing time for those of all ages, and having 
the pre-teens just across the parking lot 
for their activities made the events easy 
to manage for family and officials. After 
three days of exciting play, it all came 
down to the championship games in vol-
leyball and basketball. The team known 
as Smith Plus Two defeated the Live to 
Jump team in the volleyball final match. 
Both teams were undefeated, except Live 
to Jump had lost to Smith Plus Two previ-
ously, and once again were defeated in the 
championship game.

In basketball, there were many close 
games, which made the fans excited to 
see the outcomes. Chattanooga, last year’s 
winner, suffered a few injuries that hin-
dered them from putting the best team on 
the floor. They ended up third in the elim-
ination round on Tuesday. The final game 
was between Dark Horse from the North-
west and Old School from the Midwest. 
In a see-saw battle, Old School prevailed 
in the end after Dark Horse held the lead 

for most of the first half. Congratulations 
to all who played and enjoyed the fellow-
ship as well as the sporting events.

We are grateful for the many volunteer 
referees and the organizers of the sport-
ing areas—Mike Cook, Duane Phelps 
and Rudy Rangel along with their help-
ers—who gave of their time so that others 
might play with supervision and within 
the rules.

There were corn hole and other games 
(run by John McClain and Charles Pres-
ton along with several helpers) available 
during dances and other events, which 
were enjoyed along with fellowshipping. 
Movies were available for children during 
adult activities.

A new activity was added this year. 
It was an arts expo featuring visual arts 
from the teens and members along with 
performing arts. The performing arts 
room was filled to capacity for the musi-
cians and dancers to showcase their tal-
ents. Many appreciated the artwork that 
was displayed. There are many talented 
members in the Church. Sunday evening 
was the family day with visits to the water 
park, games and the performing arts, 
karaoke and the musical jam session.

The family dance on Monday (orga-
nized by Roy and Barb Fouch and help-
ers) displayed a winter theme, and Randy 
Curran supplied the music as DJ. The 
room was filled with brethren and fami-
lies enjoying a variety of music suitable to 
all. Some, of course, were able to squeeze 
in another visit to the water park.

Tuesday concluded our stay at Great 
Wolf Lodge and the sports venues. The 
many helpers from the Church made the 
weekend run smoothly. We couldn’t have 
done it without you!

So now we will rest a little, evaluate 
what we did and what we may improve 
and set our eyes on next year when 
we will once again be back at Great  
Wolf Lodge to enjoy their great service 
to us. See you at the 2013 Winter Family 
Weekend.  UN

Over 1,000 Grateful for Winter Family Weekend 2012
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Top left: Samantha Cook, Allison Churchill and Amy Bates. Top right: Josh Creech going for a 
basket. Above: ABC students doing a coreographed dance they invented at the family dance 
Monday night during the Winter Family Weekend.
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Mission Statement: The mission of the 
Church of God is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God in 
all the world, make disciples in all nations 
and care for those disciples.

Well, we made it through the end of 
2012 without the apocalyptic end of soci-
ety that many feared from the Mayan 
calendar issue. Now we’re into 2013 
and wondering what this year holds! 
My wife knows that I like to stay informed 
on weather reports for our area. It’s good 
to know if rain is in the forecast. In fact, 
we can see when a thunderstorm is loom-
ing. We see black clouds rolling across the 
horizon. We see the wind pick up. We hear 
thunder in the distance. Besides, we have 
the weather channel on TV!

Our first thought may be, “I hope we 
don’t lose five trees in our backyard like 
last time!” Or, “I hope our power stays on.”

The truth is, we’re quite good at predict-
ing the weather and knowing when a storm 
looms. Our professional weather forecast-
ers can even tell us if we can expect rain a 
week from now!

Jesus commented about this in Matthew 
16: “‘When it is evening you say, “It will be 
fair weather, for the sky is red”; ‘and in the 
morning, “It will be foul weather today, for 
the sky is red and threatening.” Hypocrites! 
You know how to discern the face of the 
sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the 
times’” (Matthew 16:2-3).

The Signs of the Times
In Luke 21, Jesus gave a detailed proph-

ecy of what things would look like when 
the end of this age is very near, and when 
the Kingdom of God is about to take over 
mankind and Satan’s rule of this planet. It’s 
a very interesting read through verse 28—
and a few scary verses in there too! Note 
what He says: “Look at the fig tree, and all 
the trees. When they are already budding, 
you see and know for yourselves that sum-
mer is now near. So you also, when you see 
these things happening [mentioned above 
in this chapter], know that the kingdom of 
God is near” (Luke 21:29-30).

And then notice what He says next: 
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you 
may be counted worthy to escape all these 
things that will come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36).

So, Jesus told us to discern the signs of 
the times. And He told us to watch there-
fore.

What to Watch For
As we enter the new calendar year, here 

is a brief summary of things to watch for as 
we draw ever closer to the end of mankind’s 
age of rulership, and prepare for the King-
dom of God upon Jesus Christ’s return. 
This is just a brief summary. You can listen 
to a full sermon that goes into more depth 
on our video sermon page at www.ucg.org/
sermons titled “Seven End Time Events to 
Watch For.”

These are signs that will show us the spir-
itual weather forecast for our day. If we’re 
watching carefully we’ll see when the spiri-
tual fig tree is blooming and we can expect 
the Kingdom of God to be very near.

The continual decline of modern-day 
“Jacob”—Biblical prophecy portrays the 
decline of the United States, Great Britain 
and the English-speaking nations. This 
decline could be caused by a combination 
of war, a financial collapse, or social break-
down as a result of national and individual 
sin.

The rise of new world powers—The new 
“world order” of globalization has resulted 
in the creation of new powers in the place 
of domineering superpowers. Even smaller 
nations hold hostage the greater powers of 
our day. Much smaller terrorist organiza-
tions wreak havoc and fear upon their giant 
enemies. 

The Rise of 10 European nations into 
an international superpower—An analy-
sis of history, along with specific prophe-
cies of the Bible, show that just prior to the 
return of Jesus Christ there will be another 
end time event to watch for. It is the for-
mation of a 10-nation superpower north of 
Jerusalem.

The prominence of a powerful church 
over the European superpower—As the 
new European political power develops, an 
influential religious leader will arise to pro-
vide leadership and unity to this regional 
power. The book of Revelation refers to 
this church as the “great whore” and the 
leader as the “false prophet.”

The creation of a powerful Asian super-
power—The Bible reveals the creation of a 
great Asian regional power whose massive 
armies will attack Europe in the latter days. 

An attack on the European armies by an 
Asian colossus is the 6th Trumpet plague 
in Revelation.

The Church of God completes its mis-
sion—The complete gospel message of the 
Kingdom of God must be preached to all 
the nations of the world. This is the great 
commission given to God’s Church. We in 
the United Church of God take this imper-
ative very seriously.

The Bride of Christ prepares for His 
return—The end time Church of God pre-
pares itself spiritually and mentally to serve 
with the living Christ upon His return to 
earth. This preparation time to become 
ready is necessary to prepare the saints to 
rule in the Kingdom of God. These are a 
people filled with God’s Spirit, who believe 
the purpose of their lives is to serve others 
and develop the fruit of God’s Holy Spirit 
within themselves.

The Kingdom of God arrives—It’s the 
end of this present evil age and the world 
enters a new age—a new beginning, where 
peace and true religion will prevail—a 
time when all of humanity will be offered 
salvation and eternal life. This world will 
become a wonderful place with Jesus 
Christ as our King and world leader.

So, I know that you like to stay 
informed on weather reports for your 
area. It’s good to know if rain or sun-
shine is in the forecast. We are quite 
good at forecasting tomorrow’s weather. 
But how good are you at discerning the 
signs of the times?

Jesus told us to watch therefore. If we’re 
watching carefully and staying close to 
God, we’ll see when the spiritual fig tree is 
blooming and we can expect the Kingdom 
of God to be very near.  UN

FORWARD!

FORWARD!

The TV Weather Channel
PETER 
EDDINGTON
Media and 
Communications 
Services Operation 
Manager

These are signs that will show us the spiritual 
weather forecast for our day. If we’re watching 
carefully we’ll see when the spiritual fig tree is 

blooming and we can expect the Kingdom of God 
to be very near.
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six times per year instead of 10 and will 
include the United Youth Camp informa-
tion in the appropriate issue. We will be 
making Vertical Thought an online-only 

production for the time being, which 
makes sense considering its tech-savvy 
target demographic of teens and young 
adults.

We will also economize by modify-
ing our health care program by adding 
employee premiums and raising deduct-

ibles. We will reduce home office fund-
ing of international travel to the annual 
meeting of the General Conference of 
Elders. The Council of Elders will hold 
at least one video conference each year, 
and more when appropriate, to save 
travel costs. For necessary conferences 
at the home office, visiting ministers will 
stay with home office employees during 
conferences and be served economical 

lunches and dinners at the home office 
to save hotel and restaurant expenses.

We trust Christ, the true Head of the 
Church, to bless our pruning and pro-
vide future income for sustained growth 
from our collective efforts. All of us at 
the home office thank all our brethren 
and co-workers for their generous con-
tributions and for their prayers for all of 
us.  UN

Continued from page 1
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

Council of Elders
United Church of God, an International Association:

We have audited the accompanying statements of financial position of United Church of God, 
an International Association (a not-for-profit organization) as of June 30, 2012 and 2011, and 
the related statements of activities and cash flows for the years then ended.  These financial 
statements are the responsibility of the Church’s management.  Our responsibility is to express 
an opinion on these financial statements based on our audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement.  An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in the financial statements.  An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis 
for our opinion.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the financial position of United Church of God, an International Association as of June 30, 2012
and 2011, and the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the years then ended in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the basic financial 
statements taken as a whole.  The Schedules of Functional Expenses on pages 10 and 11 are 
presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial 
statements.  Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from and 
relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial 
statements.  The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the basic financial statements and certain other procedures, including comparing and reconciling 
such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic
financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional 
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America.   In our opinion, the Schedules of Functional Expenses are fairly stated in all material 
respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole.

Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co.
Cincinnati, Ohio
October 29, 2012

2012 2011

Cash flows from operating activities:Change in net assets

$ (2,790,105)   
(1,304,666)

Adjustment to reconcile change in net assetsto net cash used by operating activities:Depreciation

181,722       
199,002      

Loss on disposal of property and equipment
-               

466             

Effect of change in operating assets and liabilities:Prepaid expenses

2,161           (168,612)    

Accounts payable

98,041         
(91,286)      

Accrued payroll and vacation pay
(194,820)      

(256,306)    

Accrued matching thrift plan obligations
-               (56,188)      

Accrued insurance obligations
(12,946)        

(113,350)    Net cash used by operating activities
(2,715,947)   

(1,790,940)
Cash flows from investing activities:Purchases of property and equipment

(5,454)          
(46,807)      

Cash flows from financing activities:Principal payments on mortgage payable
(18,104)        

(14,457)      
Net decrease in cash and cash equivalents

(2,739,505)   
(1,852,204)

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year
5,792,378    

7,644,582   

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association
Statements of Cash FlowsYears Ended June 30, 2012 and 2011

Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year
5,792,378    

7,644,582   
Cash and cash equivalents, end of year

$ 3,052,873    
5,792,378   

Supplemental Cash Flow Disclosures:
Interest paid

$ 21,600         
19,148        

4

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

2012 2011
Assets:

Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,052,873         5,792,378      
Prepaid expenses 218,590 220,751
Property and equipment, net 5,479,732         5,656,000      

Total assets 8,751,195         11,669,129    

Liabilities and net assets:
Liabilities:

Accounts payable 204,583            106,542         
Accrued payroll and vacation pay 319,174            513,994         
Accrued insurance obligations 76,025              88,971           
Mortgage payable 294,410            312,514         

Total liabilities 894,192            1,022,021      

Net assets:
Unrestricted 7,844,727         10,595,135    
Temporarily restricted 12,276              51,973           

Total net assets 7,857,003         10,647,108    

Total liabilities and net assets $ 8,751,195         11,669,129    

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association

Statements of Financial Position
June 30, 2012 and 2011

2
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

2012 2011

Unrestricted net assets:

Revenues, gains and other support:

Contributions - individuals
$ 10,699,070   12,696,171

Contributions - local congregations
555,659        

535,638      

Holy day offerings and festival fund contributions
4,231,365     5,039,725   

Estate/personal property donations
133,912        

972,760      

Dividend and interest income
97                 

4,057          

Other income

192,592        
187,411      

Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of restrictions
51,973          

114,035      

Total revenues, gains and other support
15,864,668   19,549,797

Expenses:

Program services:

Field Ministry / Local Congregations
7,068,045     8,156,583

Festivals

785,002        1,082,967   

International

1,654,416     1,838,106   

Public Proclamation
5,708,485     5,101,734   

Total program services
15,215,948   16,179,390

Management and general:

   Council of Elders / Home Office /

      Insurance & Benefit Plans
3,346,805     4,554,485   

   General Conference
52,323          

69,125        

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association

Statements of Activities

Years Ended June 30, 2012 and 2011

      Insurance & Benefit Plans
3,346,805     4,554,485   

   General Conference
52,323          

69,125        

Total management and general
3,399,128     4,623,610   

Total expenses
18,615,076   20,803,000

Decrease in unrestricted net assets
(2,750,408)    (1,253,203)

Temporarily restricted net assets:

Contributions

12,276          
62,572        

Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of restrictions
(51,973)         (114,035)    

Decrease in temporarily restricted net assets
(39,697)         

(51,463)      

Change in net assets

(2,790,105)    (1,304,666)

Net assets at the beginning of period
10,647,108   11,951,774

Net assets at the end of period
$ 7,857,003     10,647,108

3The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International AssociationNotes to the Financial Statements
June 30, 2012 and 20111. CHURCH AND ACTIVITIES:

The United Church of God, an International Association, (herein referred as the "Church") is a 
worldwide religious association.  In the United States of America, the Church is a California 
Nonprofit Religious Corporation (incorporated on May 10, 1995).  Affairs of the Church are 
coordinated through the Home Office located in Milford, Ohio, where the state of Ohio has the 
Church officially registered.

The Church is not affiliated with other religious churches, nor does it publicly appeal for funds or 
involve itself in politics.  The Church embraces two broad purposes: to preach the Gospel and 
to nurture the Church.

The Church is overseen by a General Conference of Elders, which, in turn, appoints a 12-
member Council of Elders to function as a board of directors that establishes operations 
policies for the Church.  The officers and employees of the Church are responsible for 
operation of the Church in conformance with Council policies.
2. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES:
Basis of presentation

The accompanying financial statements include only the activity of the Home Office for the 
Church.

The Church has associated organizations, operating in other countries, which have resources 
that are principally derived and expended locally.  The Church provides grants-in-aid and other 
services to some of these organizations.  The accounts of these organizations are not included 
in the accompanying financial statements.

The financial statements have been prepared on the accrual basis in accordance with the 
AICPA Audit and Accounting Guide, "Not-for-Profit Organizations." The significant accounting 
policies followed are described below.

Revenue recognition

Unrestricted net assets represent those resources of the Church that are not subject to donor-
imposed stipulations.  Unrestricted net assets may be designated for specific purposes by 
actions of the Council of Elders or may otherwise be limited by contractual agreements with 
outside parties.

Temporarily restricted net assets represent contributions that are subject to donor-imposed 
restrictions that can be fulfilled by actions of the Church pursuant to those stipulations or that 
expire by the passage of time.  Temporarily restricted contributions received and expended in 
the same fiscal year are recorded as unrestricted revenues.

Ministerial Council of

Services/Field Elders/ Home

Ministry/Local Public Office/Insurance General

Congregations Festivals International Proclamation & Benefit Plans Conference Totals

Salaries and related benefits $ 4,577,679       615,901    -              1,406,978    1,308,727        -             7,909,285   

Contracted services and fees 48,555            5,826        -              136,161       204,885           9,231         404,658      

Broadcast media and advertising -                  -            -              844,644       -                   -             844,644      

Print media and advertising 5,859              30,397      -              844,549       16,435             2,390         899,630      

Postage and shipping 32,413            6,356        -              840,149       31,858             2,733         913,509      

Building and equipment lease/rental 4,568              147,439    -              11,973         9,872               806            174,658      

Telephone and utilities 55,499            338           -              5,379           104,598           -             165,814      

Supplies 75,191            38,907      -              46,757         67,797             3,097         231,749      

Travel, mileage, meals, and lodging 963,063          10,528      4,955           25,045         110,614           50,274       1,164,479   

Depreciation -                  -            -              -               199,002           -             199,002      

Grants and charitable support:

   International support -                  6,876        1,833,151    939,370       1,501               -             2,780,898   

   Domestic support:

     Assistance to the needy 919,614          202,397    -              -               1,500               -             1,123,511   

     Allocations to local congregations 1,426,924       -            -              -               -                   -             1,426,924   

Insurance and health care -                  -            -              -               2,467,431        -             2,467,431   
Other 47,218            18,002      -              729              30,265             594            96,808        

         Total expenses $ 8,156,583       1,082,967 1,838,106    5,101,734    4,554,485        69,125       20,803,000

Year Ended June 30, 2011

Program Services Management and General

11

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association

Schedule of Functional Expenses

6

Church support

Members of the Church practice tithing (which is the donation of ten percent of one's "net" 
income for the Church's unrestricted use). The majority of Church support and revenue consist 
of such unrestricted donations, whether from individuals directly to the Home Office or from 
monies received by local congregations and subsequently given to the Home Office.

Members also save an additional ten percent of their annual "net" income for personal use in 
attending biblically mandated festivals or holy days.  This is commonly referred to as the 
second tithe.  Members also contribute to the Church a portion of the second tithe that they 
save for use at the annual festivals.  These contributions, known as the "Festival Fund," are 
used to pay for expenses involved in festival operations and to assist needy members and their 
families so they can attend the Feast of Tabernacles.  Funds are also sent internationally to 
assist members.

Those members who are financially able contribute to the "Assistance Fund." Monies 
contributed to the fund are used to assist the needy.

Members may designate that their contributions be used to support the Church internationally.  
This fund is known as the "International Fund."

Use of estimates

The financial statements are prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles which require management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the 
amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent liabilities as of the financial 
statement date, and the amounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period.  Actual 
results could differ from those estimates.

Income taxes

The Church is exempt from Federal income tax under Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 
501(c)(3).  Donations to the Church are, therefore, tax-deductible under IRC Section 
l70(b)(l)(A).  However, income from certain activities not directly related to the Church's tax-
exempt purpose would be subject to taxation as unrelated business income.  The Church has 
been granted tax-exempt status in the states in which it operates that provide exemptions from 
taxes.

The Church follows Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) guidance related to 
accounting for uncertainty in income taxes. Those provisions clarify the accounting and 
recognition for income tax positions taken or expected to be taken in the Church’s income tax 
returns.  The Church is not required to file an annual information return due to its religious 
origins but would be subject to tax on any unrelated business income. The Church believes it 
has not earned any unrelated business income and has estimated no tax is due based on 
current facts and circumstances.  Thus, the Church has determined that an accrual for taxes is 
not needed for the year ended June 30, 2012.

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents consist of cash and investments with initial maturities of three 
months or less.

7

Concentration of credit risk

The Church maintains its cash and certificates of deposit at several commercial and savings 

banks which, at times, exceed federally insured limits.  The Church has not experienced any 

losses in such accounts and believes it is not exposed to any significant credit risk.

Property and equipment

Purchased property and equipment are recorded at cost.  Donations of property and equipment 

are recorded as support at their estimated fair value on the date of donation.  Such donations 

are reported as unrestricted support unless the donor has restricted the donated asset to be 

used for a specific purpose.  Major improvements to real property are capitalized and normal 

repair and maintenance costs are expensed as incurred.

Property and equipment owned by the Church are depreciated using the straight-line method 

over their estimated useful life as follows:

Computer/Information Systems
3 years

Office Equipment

5 years

Office Furniture and Fixtures
7 years

Land Improvements
          10 years

Buildings

          40 years

Components of programs and supporting services

Field Ministry/Local Congregations: This function includes expenses pertaining to the 

field ministry, local congregations and youth camps.

International: This function includes expenses pertaining to the support of international 

congregations and offices.

Public Proclamation: This area contains all media related expenses.

Festivals: This function includes costs that are directly involved in the fall Festival of 

Tabernacles and the other annual festivals.

Home Office: This function includes administrative and other expenses for the Home 

Office.

Council of Elders: The expenses in this function are those that pertain to the Council of 

Elders, including phone and face-to-face conferences.

General Conference: Expenses in this function include any expenses relating to the 

Cincinnati, Ohio, General Conference held in May.

Subsequent events

The Church evaluates events and transactions occurring subsequent to the date of the financial 

statements for matters requiring recognition or disclosure in the financial statements.  The 

accompanying financial statements consider events through October 29, 2012, the date on 

which the financial statements were available to be issued.
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3. PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT:

Property and equipment consisted of the following at June 30:

2012 2011
Buildings

$ 4,207,459 4,207,459Land
402,936 402,936Land held for resale

1,600,457 1,600,457Land improvements
383,076 383,076Furniture and fixtures
16,125 16,125Office equipment

498,239 495,301Vehicles
     44,374      41,858Total property and equipment
7,152,666 7,147,212Less: accumulated depreciation
1,672,934 1,491,212

$ 5,479,732 5,656,000
In 2009, the Church identified $1,600,457 in land it no longer needed for operations and began pursuing options to list the property for sale.

4. OBLIGATIONS UNDER OPERATING LEASES:

The Church leases automobiles pursuant to operating lease agreements.  The Church's future minimum lease payments for all non-cancelable operating leases are as follows:

Years Ending June 30,

2013
$ 183,7232014

168,8362015
160,4252016

   50,347

Total future minimum lease payments $ 563,331
Rent and lease expenses for the years ended June 30, 2012 and 2011 were $426,928 and $301,780, respectively.

5. DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PENSION PLAN:

Effective April 1, 1999 the Church established a 403(b) thrift plan for all full time employees.  The Church matches $2 for every $1 of the first $2,000 contributed by the employees.  Total expense related to this plan for the years ended June 30, 2012 and 2011 was $0 and $488,448, respectively. In February 2011, the Church elected to suspend contributions to the plan for the year ended June 30, 2012 and will reexamine the financial feasibility of its reinstatement in subsequent periods.
9

6. MORTGAGE PAYABLE:

In November 2008, the Church signed a $350,000 mortgage with First Federal Bank, secured 

by a church building.  The mortgage will be repaid in monthly installments over fifteen years, 

with an interest rate at 6.526%.  The balance at June 30, 2012 was $294,410.  The future 

minimum payments on this mortgage payable are as follows:

Years Ending June 30,

2013
17,967$     

2014
19,175       

2015
20,464       

2016
21,800       

2017
23,306       

Thereafter
191,698     

Total
294,410$   

7. LINE OF CREDIT:

The Church entered into a line of credit agreement with a bank that provides for borrowings up 

to $250,000. Substantially all assets of the Home Office secure the line, which matures on 

November 1, 2012. Interest accrues on the outstanding principal balance at the LIBOR Rate 

plus 2.950%. There were no outstanding draws on this line as of June 30, 2012.

8. COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES:

The Church is currently making discretionary payments to certain individuals.  The payments 

totaled approximately $561,000 and $642,000 for the years ended June 30, 2012 and 2011, 

respectively.  These discretionary payments are provided, in part, based upon the individual's 

needs and, accordingly, could be discontinued in the future.  No amounts have been accrued in 

the accompanying financial statements for future payments relating to these arrangements.

The Church is self-insured for medical, dental and vision insurance and maintains a stop-loss 

coverage policy covering individual claims in excess of predetermined amounts.  Aggregate 

annual claims are also capped at a fixed rate. Self-insurance costs are accrued based upon 

the aggregate of the liability for reported claims and an estimated liability for claims incurred but 

not reported.

9. TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS:

Net assets of $51,973 and $114,035 were released during 2012 and 2011, respectively, from 

donor restrictions by incurring expenses satisfying the restricted purposes specified by the 

donors within the Good Works Program.

At June 30, 2012 and 2011, the Church had temporarily restricted net assets of $12,276 and 

$51,973, respectively, for the Good Works Program.

Ministerial Council of
Services/Field Elders/ Home
Ministry/Local Public Office/Insurance General
Congregations Festivals International Proclamation & Benefit Plans Conference Totals

Salaries and related benefits $ 3,859,004     384,798  -              1,366,158  842,687        -               6,452,647   Contracted services and fees 15,671          -            -              169,233     165,827        6,641         357,372      Broadcast media and advertising -                  -            -              1,441,424  98                 -               1,441,522   Print media and advertising 19,779          11,934    -              867,931     8,325            2,134         910,103      Postage and shipping 20,769          6,814      -              741,408     57,157          987            827,135      Building and equipment lease/rental 57,802          163,018  -              7,963         16,704          249            245,736      Telephone and utilities 39,925          980         -              2,959         102,452        -               146,316      Supplies 102,211        45,773    -              44,050       64,181          2,710         258,925      Travel, mileage, meals, and lodging 845,760        32,551    858            12,012       176,181        39,602       1,106,964   Depreciation -                  -            -              -               181,722        -               181,722      Grants and charitable support:
   International support 12,200          50,540    1,653,558  1,047,725  1,614            -               2,765,637   

Year Ended June 30, 2012

Program Services Management and General

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association
Schedule of Functional Expenses

   International support 12,200          50,540    1,653,558  1,047,725  1,614            -               2,765,637      Domestic support:
     Assistance to the needy 560,832        81,077    -              -               -                  -               641,909           Allocations to local congregations 1,485,967     1,622      -              -               -                  -               1,487,589   Insurance and health care -                  -            -              -               1,688,124     -               1,688,124   Other 48,125          5,895      -              7,622         41,733          -               103,375      

         Total expenses $ 7,068,045       785,002    1,654,416    5,708,485    3,346,805        52,323         18,615,076

10
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■ Jesus called us to overcome. 
Overcome what?

by Carmelo Anastasi

“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes I will give to eat from the 
tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
Paradise of God…To him who overcomes 
I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down with My 
Father on His throne. He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches” (Revelation 2:7; 3:21).

These words that Jesus spoke are clear. 
We are called to “overcome,” just as He 
overcame. But what exactly are we to 
overcome, and how?

We are called to defeat the dominion 
that our carnality has over our minds. We 
are called to overcome “the sin which so 
easily ensnares us,” the apostle Paul wrote 
to his countrymen (Hebrews 12:1).

It is out of fashion to talk about sin. Yet 
the bonds of evil that beset our life are 
many: envy, lying, deceit, hatred, murder, 
greed, ingratitude, indifference, pride, 
vanity, corruption, love of money or pow-
er, and moral licentiousness, to mention 
but a few.

There is no human being on earth who 
is not a slave to at least one of these sins, 
whether consciously or unconsciously. 
Denying this truth harms us. “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).

But if we speak the truth and we walk in 
fellowship in the light of God, “the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin.” “If we confess our sins”—if we 
manifest our desire to be free of them—
“He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.” But, “If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us” (1 John 1:7, 9-10).

“For whatever is born of God over-
comes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith.” 
(1 John 5:4).

What exactly is faith in Christ?
God inspired the Apostle Paul to write 

that, though our salvation depends on the 
faith we have in Christ, we are called to 
overcome evil with His faith, doing our 
part (Philippians 2:12-13). This won-
derful miracle happens when our will 
becomes the same as that of God. God’s 
“willing and doing” are expressed in His 
commandments: They must become our 
willing and doing, fully and with our 
whole hearts!

A False Freedom
Most people do not have an “ear to 

hear” and have discarded God’s com-
mandments. They say that Jesus Christ 
destroyed the law when He, in fact, said 

the exact opposite (Matthew 5:17). It 
should not surprise us then that almost 
no one knows what “sin” is.

People have been taught to obey their 
own human rules rather than to recognize 
the difference between good and evil and 
do what’s good. What’s the result? In the 
most opulent, technologically advanced 
societies, sin is ever more glorified, while 
virtue is increasingly derided. All in the 
name of the god of money, freedom and 
material pleasures. But the sins of our 
century are very grave (Romans 1:24-
31) and they herald destruction like that 
which struck the ancient cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah (Genesis 19).

Yet many people feel free. They claim 
to accept everyone as they are. They’re 
pleased with themselves, just like the 
Pharisees in the time of Jesus, who did 
not think themselves slaves to sin. To 
give just one example, the movie Jesus 

suggests a wrong-headed belief that the 
modern world, particularly the Western 
one, is the Kingdom of God. Illusion! 
In reality, moral decay in our world will 
go from bad to worse until Jesus Christ 
returns (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

Those who answer “yes” to the call of 
the Father do not consider this world as 
“their world.” Jesus said, “They are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world 
(John 17:16). Jesus prayed, “I do not pray 
that You should take them out of the 
world, but that You should keep them 
from the evil one” (John 17:15).

The truth is that, without Jesus Christ 
in our lives, we are all slaves of sin and the 
evil one, who “deceives the whole world” 
(Revelation 12:9).

If we sincerely repent, God the Father 
forgives us and covers our past sins, eras-
ing them through Christ’s blood. He also 
gave us his Holy Spirit, which enables 
our freedom from the slavery of death 
through the future resurrection of our 
mortal bodies into eternal life (Romans 
8:11).

Called to Fight
Over the centuries, the Eternal Father 

has let the world harvest the evils that it 
has sown upon itself. Yet, He is also form-
ing a “little flock” to reign with Him on 
the day when the rest of humanity will 
inherit salvation (Luke 12:32, Revelation 
20:4-6). Those who want to be part of the 
“little flock” know that they are the first 
called to fight to overcome their carnal 
nature! This victory cannot happen with-
out a spiritual fight. Paul wrote: “Fight 
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eter-
nal life, to which you were also called and 
have confessed the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses…that you 
keep this commandment without spot, 
blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
appearing”(1 Timothy 6:12-14).

Fight Against Whom, Against 
What?

• Invisible demons—“For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).

• Sin—We are called to overcome the 
sin to which we have become slaves. We 
are either slaves of sin or slaves of righ-
teousness (Romans 6:16).

• Flesh—The apostle Paul wrote this 
confession: “For we know that the law 
is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under 
sin. For what I am doing, I do not under-
stand. For what I will to do, that I do not 
practice; but what I hate, that I do…But I 
see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing 

From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL

Overcoming What?

He is also forming a “little flock” to reign with 
Him on the day when the rest of humanity 

will inherit salvation (Luke 12:32, Revelation 
20:4-6). Those who want to be part of the 

“little flock” know that they are the first called 
to fight to overcome their carnal nature! 

Please see page 12
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Births
Vinny and Becky Del Signore, of the 

Seabrook, New Hampshire, congregation 
were blessed with another child, Benja-
min Oliviero Del Signore, born July 3, 
2012 at 12:13 p.m. and weighing in at 9 
lbs., 11 oz. and 21 in. long. His siblings—
Sophia, Ariana, Vincent and Josiah—are 
all thrilled to have another little brother, 
and the entire family is very thankful to 
God for blessing them with Benjamin, 
another potential member of God’s fam-
ily.

Anniversaries
Carl and Maxy Carmichael of Dubois, 

Wyoming, celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary Nov. 22. Carl is a retired civil 
engineer and Mary is a homemaker.

The Carmichaels have four children, 
nine grandchildren and two great-grand-
children, who now live in seven states and 
Germany.

Carl and Mary have been members of 
the Church since 1969. Carl was ordained 
an elder in 1978 and Mary a deaconess 
in 1979.

The Carmichaels were active members 
of the crew during the development of 
the Wisconsin Dells Feast site and have 
served in congregations in Tyler and Den-
nison, Texas, and Dubois and Jackson, 
Wyoming.

Obituaries
Larry Bradford, an elder serving in the 

Colorado Springs, Colorado, congrega-
tion, lost his long battle to cancer on Sept. 
30, 2012. Funeral services were conducted 
by his longtime friend Vince Szymkowiak 
during the Feast of Tabernacles.

He was born in Fort Worth, Texas, on 
April 6, 1939, the second of five children. 
He married Gayle Ivy in September 1963, 
and they had two daughters—Rhonda, 
born in 1964, and Treyon, born in 1966. 
He was baptized in 1967, and Gayle died 
in January 1970. He married Beth Haz-
zard on Dec. 5, 1970. He and Beth had a 
son, Brian, born in 1976 and a daughter, 
Angela, born in 1977.

Larry was ordained a deacon in 1992 
and an elder in 1994. He served congrega-
tions in Fort Worth and Amarillo, Texas, 
and Colorado Springs. He retired from 
his work as a planning engineer at Bell 
Helicopter in 2001 after just short of 40 
years and returned to working for Bell in 
Amarillo from 2004 until 2008 on a con-
tracting basis.

He was diagnosed with cancer in 
December 2008 and fought a long battle 
with the disease until his death. A special 
memorial service was conducted in his 
honor on Oct. 20 in the Colorado Springs 
meeting hall.

He leaves behind his wife Beth, his 
children and their spouses, and eight 
grandchildren. He is sorely missed by his 
family and many friends in the Church.

Freda Larsen (Codd) Cree died on 
Oct. 31, 2012, in Rock, South Carolina, 
after a relatively short decline. Freda was 
a vibrant 97 years old, still living on her 
own and faithfully attending services each 
Sabbath in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Born on May 22, 1915, in Coral, Michi-
gan, Freda was one of Alma and Lars 
Peter Larsen’s three children. Her child-
hood was spent on a Michigan farm until 
her high school graduation when she 
moved to Evanston, Illinois, to work in 

Chicago at Marshall Field’s department 
store. Later she worked at Union Tank 
Car Company where she met her first 
husband, Bill Codd. She and Bill raised 
four children, during which time she was 
a homemaker. Bill passed away in 1983.

Freda learned of the Worldwide Church 
of God in the mid-1970s, and said after 
reading the Church’s booklet on the Unit-
ed States and Britain in Prophecy, she was 
hooked. She was baptized on July 1, 1976, 
and never looked back. Her husband, Bill, 
was not interested in the Church.

After a move to Salisbury, North Caro-
lina, to help family members, Freda met 
Lawrence Cree in church. Though Freda 
resisted his persistent attentions for a 
time, she was eventually won over and 
enjoyed some of the happiest years of her 
life as his wife until his death in 2000.

Freda’s interests included reading, 
cooking, gardening, traveling, world con-
ditions and especially her family.

Left to cherish her memory are daugh-
ters Carol and husband Lawrence Mag-
nuson and Marilyn and husband Dr. 
Edward Humpert; sons William Codd 
and Allan Codd; four grandchildren; and 
seven great-grandchildren.

The Charlotte church misses her smil-
ing presence and sense of humor. She was 
a congregation favorite—much loved and 
admired.

Her funeral was conducted by Char-
lotte pastor Scott Hoefker on Nov. 5, 2012, 
with burial next to her husband Lawrence 
in Salisbury, North Carolina.

Hal (Harold Edward) Green was born 
in 1937 in Oakland, California, and died 
on Oct. 28, 2012.

After serving in the U.S. Air Force, Hal 
attended college while working part time 
at a well-known family run ice cream store 
in Berkeley, California. After college, he 
got a job as a map maker for U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey in Menlo Park, California. He 
worked there for many years until retire-
ment. It was during this time in 1968 that 
he was baptized into the Church.

While working at USGS, a need 
arose for him to learn sign language so 
he could better communicate with his 
deaf co-workers. This prepared him for 

decades of service as a sign language 
interpreter in San Francisco Bay Area 
congregations (San Jose and Oakland), 
as well as at various Feast of Tabernacles 
sites (such as Bend-Redmond, Oregon). 
Hal also looked forward to meeting with 
other signers at the UCG Northwest Fam-
ily Weekends.

Hal is survived by his wife Shelda of 
53 years, three children (Suzanne, Ben-
nett and Rob), four grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren, and more than 400 
foster children (which he and his wife 
cared for over a timespan lasting more 
than 40 years). Hal and his wife nur-
tured those foster children in their home 
(which was called the “Greenhouse”). 
After retirement from the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, Hal served at the California 
School for the Deaf and at many local 
schools as a substitute assistant in special 
education classes. Many special educa-
tion teachers in the school district would 
specifically request him when they need-
ed a substitute assistant.

In 2012, Hal began to suffer from a heart 
valve problem. Shortly after the Feast of 
Tabernacles, Hal was admitted to a local 
hospital, where he died a few days later. 
A memorial service on Nov. 2 was con-
ducted at one of the many schools where 
he had served. This was followed on Nov. 
17 by a memorial service conducted by 
pastor Jim Tuck at the UCG Oakland hall 
following Sabbath services.

Hal left us a legacy of love and service 
with everyone with whom he came in 
contact. He was a warm and caring man, 
who was a great light to the world and ser-
vant of God. He will be greatly missed by 
his family, friends and church brethren.

Lillian B. Johnson, 93, of Decorah, 
Iowa, formerly of Mason City, passed 
away Friday, Nov. 16, 2012, at the Aase 
Haugen Home in Decorah, of natural 
causes.

Visitation was held at 3 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 23, with funeral services following at 
4 p.m. at Fjelstul Funeral Home in Deco-
rah. Burial was in the Bricelyn Cemetery 
in Bricelyn, Minnesota.

Lillian Bernice Johnson was born Dec. 
6, 1918, the daughter of Guy and Mabel 

Benjamin Oliviero Del Signore Carl and Maxy Carmichael Larry Bradford Hal Green

Announcements

Freda Larsen Cree
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(Range) Beaver, in Rake, Iowa. She 
attended rural school through the eighth 
grade and graduated in 1936 from Rake 
High School. Lillian married Clarence C. 
Johnson of Bricelyn on Dec. 9, 1939. Lil-
lian and Clarence farmed in rural Brice-
lyn, where daughters Vivian and Mary 
were born. In 1952, the family moved to 
Northwood, Iowa, where Lillian attended 
classes at Mason City Junior College and 
Drake University. In 1959, they moved 
to Mason City, Iowa, where Lillian con-
tinued her education, graduating with a 
bachelor of arts in education from Drake 
University. Lillian was a teacher for ele-
mentary and middle school students at 
Grafton and Mason City, Iowa, for 25 
years.

She was baptized in the Worldwide 
Church of God in the early 1970s and 
continued as a faithful member until her 
death. Because of her declining health, 
she has not been able to attend services 
for the past several years, but she still con-
tinued her habit of praying for each of the 
local brethren by name every day.

After her husband’s passing on Dec. 1, 
2004, Lillian lived in several care facilities. 
Lillian enjoyed RV traveling, the com-
pany of family and friends and spending 
winters in Arizona with her husband. She 
freely dispensed her wisdom about get-
ting the work done before play, and the 
value of taking nature walks.

Lillian was preceded in death by her 
husband Clarence. She is survived by her 
brother, Gene Beaver of Costa Mesa, Cali-
fornia; two daughters, Vivian Achenbach 
of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, and Mary 
(Peter) Jorgensen of Decorah; five grand-
children and six great-grandchildren.

Kenneth James Kerr, Sr. was born on 
Nov. 5, 1940, in Indian Head, Saskatch-
ewan. He lived and worked on the fam-
ily’s small mixed dairy/wheat farm while 
growing up. He died Nov. 10, 2012.

At the age of 16, he joined the Cana-
dian Armed Forces, where he spent most 
of his time as a driver—first delivering 
medical equipment, and then because 
of his outgoing personality, he was pro-
moted to driving military and other VIPs 
in Canada and Germany. He drove gener-
als, admirals and Ministers of the Crown, 

including the minister of defense, which 
allowed him to see places and events that 
only higher brass and politicians did. In 
June 1962, he married his love, Margaret 
Ann Jackson, and they had five children 
together. After completing his military 
services in 1968, he drove taxi, did car-
pentry work and eventually ran his own 
courier delivery business in Calgary, 
Alberta. Ken and Margaret later moved 
to Port Alberni on Vancouver Island. In 
April 2007, Margaret died. Shortly there-
after Ken moved to Kelowna, British 
Columbia, where he met his second wife, 
Irma Anton.

Whatever Ken did, he did with all his 
might. His love for God was no exception. 
He knew his Bible and served in his local 
congregation, delivering sermonettes and 
sermons. He was ordained as a deacon, an 
office in which he served very well. While 
on Vancouver Island, Ken was instrumen-
tal in establishing a small United Church 
of God congregation in the Nanaimo 
area. Ken had a huge smile, a hug and a 
laugh to share with everyone. Neighbors 
and church family alike loved Ken very 
much and will miss him greatly. He leaves 
behind his wife Irma, his five children 
Marjorie, Kenneth, Jr., Nigel, Amanda 
and Fiona; his four grandchildren Ange-
la, Brandon, Morgan and Mark; and his 
three siblings Shirley, Rick and Ron.

Irma and Ken’s family would like to 
express their sincere appreciation for the 
many cards and letters from brethren and 
friends around the world. This outpour-
ing of love has brought them much-need-
ed comfort in dealing with their loss.

Ethel Landes, 95, died peaceful-
ly on Nov. 11, 2012, at the Mulberry 
Health and Retirement Home in Mul-
berry, Indiana, where she had lived sev-
eral years. She was born June 3, 1917, 
as Ethel Marie Metzger, into a fam-
ily of the Old German Baptist faith. 
She was a faithful member of the Lafay-
ette, Indiana, congregation.

Mrs. Landes was a true pillar in the 
Church of God, and was her congrega-
tion’s longest-attending member, first 
attending the Radio Church of God in 
1955. She was baptized three years later. 
When she first started attending, she trav-

eled to the Chicago area from Mulberry, 
and was so happy when a “local” church 
formed in Indianapolis, 60 miles away.

Those who knew Ethel and her hus-
band Earl understood the great and will-
ing sacrifices they made to be members of 
the Church of God in its early days. The 
couple married on Nov. 24, 1938. Mr. 
Landes died in 1988.

The couple had three sons, Edward 
Dean, Larry Leroy, and David Wayne, 
all of whom preceded Mrs. Landes in 
death. Two daughters survive: Nancy 
Kay (Charles) Davison and Clara Mae 
Cooper. The following grandchildren 
survive: Annette Davison and Rebecca 
Johnson; David, Bobby and Shonah Lan-
des; Lori, Scott, Michael and Ben Cooper; 
and Carita Bass and Emily Carithers; as 
well as numerous great-grandchildren. 
A staunch believer in God’s truth, Mrs. 
Landes was one of the first to attend the 
newly formed United Church of God 
congregation in 1995 in Lafayette, Indi-
ana. She also strongly encouraged oth-
ers to stand for the faith once delivered 
at that time. She was a great inspiration 
and example of faithfulness to those who 
knew her. Her pastor Michael Grovak 
remembers one visit in early 1995 when 
she forcefully took issue with new teach-
ings in the Church. She convincingly 
showed him and a deacon visiting with 
him that the truth about the Sabbath 
could not be gainsaid. It ended with her 
asking him, “Don’t you still believe in the 
Sabbath?” To her, the truth was totally 
clear and could not be argued away.

Mrs. Landes continued to drive herself 
to church well into her 80s and continued 
to attend Passover services in Lafayette 
until a few years ago.

Mr. Grovak and his wife Michelle kept 
the Passover with Mrs. Landes at the nurs-
ing home this past spring (in the daylight 
portion of the Passover). So grateful to be 
remembered and to be able to renew her 
annual commitment to Jesus Christ, she 
cried at the conclusion, saying they were 
tears of joy, not sadness. She and Mrs. 
Grovak were able to wash each other’s 
feet. She seemed especially touched both 
to be able to serve and be served in the 
foot washing. The Grovaks felt it was an 
honor to observe the Passover with their 

friend and mentor. The experience was 
especially momentous because it was to 
be her final Passover in this life.

Lottie C. Tyson, of the DeFuniak 
Springs, Florida, congregation passed 
away July 23, 2012, in the comfort of her 
home due to heart conditions and Parkin-
son’s disease. She was bom June 13, 1934, 
to the late Evie and Ella Threats Tyson in 
Coffee Springs, Alabama. 

She graduated valedictorian from high 
school, May 1952, and attended two years 
at Tuskegee Institute, majoring in food 
nutrition. In 1970 she was the first Afri-
can American baptized into the Geneva, 
Alabama, congregation of the Worldwide 
Church of God by Durrell Brown and 
Stanley DeVoe. Later she attended United 
Church of God. She was employed at the 
Learner’s Shop in Miami, Florida, in the 
late 1950s. 

After various employments, she retired 
from Phillips Van Huesen in Geneva, 
Alabama, in the mid 1980s, after 19 years. 
She was a devoted caretaker to her late 
father for nine years. 

Her hobbies included gardening, sew-
ing, quilting and wine making. In her 
younger years, most Sundays she loved 
visiting the elderly and shut-ins. She also 
loved meeting new people. She had a deep 
passion for the Word of God. 

She is survived by one daughter, Marva 
J. McCray (from her marriage with the 
late Willie Frank Tyson) from Coffee 
Springs, Alabama; three grandchildren, 
Anna K. Tyson, of Dothan, Alabama; Jim-
ilee E. McCray Tate (Le’Quinton) of Hazel 
Green, Alabama; Brandon A. McCray 
(Marie) of Florence, Alabama; five great-
grandchildren; one brother; four sisters; 
and a host of nieces and nephews.

Announcements

Announcements:
You are welcome to submit 

announcements of the births, engage-
ments, weddings, significant anniversa-
ries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) and obituaries 
in your families. Most items are 50 to 
100 words and should not exceed 250 
words. Please e-mail (preferred) to 
UN@ucg.org or give them to your 
local pastor to forward to United News. 
If you mail via regular mail, please 
include a self-addressed envelope if you 
would like photos returned.

Ken Kerr Ethel Landes Lottie TysonLillian B. Johnson



9  United Church of God, an International Association  UNITED NEWS  JANUARY 2013 

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

Spokane/ Coeur 
D’Alene Annual 
Campout Enjoyable

About 55 brethren from the Spo-
kane/Coeur d ’Alene congregation 
gathered from July 13-15 at the Myers/
Pendergast farm to take in the beauty 
of the Coeur d’Alene River for the 
annual campout, which was started in 
1980 by Roger Foster. It started with a 
lovely Friday evening of enjoyable con-
versation while roasting hot dogs over 
an open fire.

 Saturday morning, campers were 
greeted with rain, but in God’s perfect 
timing it stopped before church and 
provided a cool temperature along 
with a peaceful breeze to enjoy during 
services. The sermonette, given by Jim 
Moody visiting from Texas, focused on 
Proverbs 3:6-7, and the sermon, given 
by Greg Czech, focused on building 
our faith through seeing and studying 
God’s marvelous creation. Sabbath 
afternoon was overflowing with fel-
lowship and kids enjoying the river and 
ended with a delicious spaghetti feed 
hosted by the Pendergast family. Sat-
urday night was a gorgeous evening 
filled with stars shining brightly above 
the campfire that was surrounded with 
lively conversation and the kids run-
ning around in the field playing.

 Sunday morning, the camp-
ers were once again greeted by rain 
that turned into a thunderstorm and 
downpour. But God used the weather 
to create a spirit of unity amongst the 
brethren as they all gathered under-
neath a tarp and a canopy to stay dry 
and chat. The rain did not damper the 
spirit of the campout though, as the 
pancake feed provided by Dick Young 

and his wife still took place. Through 
teamwork, the pancakes, eggs and 
sausages were made and served by the 
youth of the congregation. Once again, 
God heard prayers for the rain to stop 
and it did in time for the campers to 
float down the north fork of the Coeur 
d’Alene River and take in God’s stun-
ning creation. After such an enjoyable 
weekend of fellowship and fun, every-
body packed up and headed home. 
Psalm 133:1 comes to mind when 
reflecting on the gathering of God’s 
people in his creation and “how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!”

Sarah Pendergast

Productive Marriage 
Enrichment Workshop 
in Texas 

United Church of God’s Marriage 
Enrichment Workshop was a wonder-
ful way for married couples to spend 
a relaxing and productive weekend 
in the Texas hill country. It provided 
valuable insight into where attendee’s 
marriages are and what areas could 
use improvement. It also provided 
couples the impetus for taking steps to 
improve each marriage.

Sonja McCrady’s presentation was 
especially instructive. With a focus 
on the “Three Deadly Habits,” which 
destroys all relationships and a candid 
look at the responsibility that each of 
us has for our own happiness.

Frank McCrady brought a mixture of 
warmth and humor to each session, 
encouraging those who wished to 
participate while never putting pres-
sure on anyone who didn’t. His 40-plus 

years in the ministry provided a rich 
backdrop of experiences for each topic 
covered, giving the material shades of 
reality, which added to its impact.

It is this writer’s opinion that an 
opportunity to attend one of the 
McCrady’s workshops is an opportu-
nity all should avail themselves of.

Vince Thompson

Portland Post-
Thanksgiving Potluck 

If you’re like me, it’s disappointing 
when Thanksgiving is over—the fam-
ily has gone home, the leftovers have 
been eaten up, and you’re staring 
winter in the face. But if you’re in the 
Portland area, all is not lost. Each year 
we have a post-Thanksgiving potluck 
the Sabbath after Thanksgiving week-
end. This year, we had 130 attend the 
event, which began with a sumptuous 
potluck spread made up of the usual 
Thanksgiving goodies: salads, roasted 
turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, green 
bean casserole, mounds of potatoes 
and gravy, and rolls.

And this year’s dessert table rivaled 
the main food table in size, filled with 
beautiful desserts of all kinds. As usual, 
there was a dessert contest for “youth 
chefs” and “man chefs,” with prizes 
awarded for the best presentation, 
best taste (there was even a “manliest” 
entry award) and more. Triumphant 
bakers were awarded with ribbons 
and the accolades of being the first 
desserts gobbled up at the end of the 
evening.

But before everyone was able to dive 
into the dessert table, we enjoyed a 
variety show, which brought out the 
many musical and comedic talents of 

members of the congregation. There 
were young performers and seasoned 
musicians playing everything from 
blues to country to a cappella comedic 
duets, all accompanied by the usual 
bantering emceeing. And the teen and 
young adult choir gave us a sneak pre-
view of their upcoming special music 
repertoire, as well as a rendition of the 
hand jive. There was much clapping 
and laughter all around.

A huge thanks goes out to the many 
hands that helped with the coordi-
nating, set-up, serving, decorating 
and clean-up, as well as the talented 
performers and appreciative audience 
members.

So next year if you find yourself miss-
ing turkey or just itching to get anoth-
er forkful of pie, we’ve got that cov-
ered, and we’ve always got more than 
enough to host others who would like 
to join us. Come on by the first Sabbath 
in December and enjoy Thanksgiving 
(round two) with your Church family. 
We’d love to see you there.

Debbie Werner

Chili Cook-Off and 
Cake Walk, Houston 
Style 

On Dec. 1, the Houston congregation 
held a social that involved two events: 
a chili cook-off and a cake walk. Pete 
and Erinn Webber served as the coordi-
nators for the activity.

Members of the congregation were 
invited to prepare their best chili recipe 
for judging. Two categories were to be 
judged: traditional and unique. Tradi-
tional chili recipes would  include beef, 
beans and spices. Unique chili would 

Sabbath services at the Spokane and Coeur D’Alene campout in July. Sonja McCrady at the marriage enrichment 
workshop in Texas.

The variety show at the Portland post-Thanksgiving potluck.
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God’s Talents Are 
Meant To Be Used

by Jeanne Umberfield

Barbara Douglas is an experienced 
quilter, designer, instructor and now 
author. With the publication of her first 
book, Barbara, who is a member of the 
Saginaw, Michigan, congregation, has ful-
filled a lifelong ambition. In the process 
she has learned valuable spiritual lessons 
about overcoming fear.

Barbara’s 76-page softcover book called 
Singular Sensations has been published by 
Martingale and Company, and is available 
for sale online or in retail quilt or online 
shops.

“I had wanted to write since I was a 
child,” Barbara said. She even started a 
mystery novel, but life took her in a dif-
ferent direction and left her little time 
for writing a novel. Barbara married and 
began a family. She and her husband of 
38 years, Duane Douglas, have three 
children and eight grandchildren. When 
Barbara was in her 30s, she entered a 
local college. She was asked to join the 
honors program, which allowed her to 
take honors courses in English and writ-

ing. “I thrived in those classes,” she said. 
She loved writing and enjoyed seeing her 
byline in college publications.

Over time, she found she had a knack 
for design and a passion for translat-
ing her design into fabric. After 15 years 
working at a fabric shop, she set up a 
studio in the basement of their 70-year-
old stone house, called Stone Cottage 
Designs. “My husband’s hobby is carpen-
try, and we thought when he retires he 
could work under this company name as 
well,” she said.

When she started teaching quilting, 
she found that many of her students had 
problems reading quilt patterns, so she 
began designing and writing patterns 
in order to make the instructions easier 
to understand. It was then that her old 
dream of writing a book—this time a quilt 
book—re-emerged, but life once again 
took a turn.

Seven years into her new career, Bar-
bara was involved in a car accident on her 
way home from Sabbath services. Emer-
gency personnel were worried about pos-
sible head trauma, but X-rays showed no 
apparent damage to her head.

In the weeks that followed, it was her leg 
that bothered her, and an MRI revealed 
a crushed femur and knee. After surgery 
and more time healing, Barbara began to 
realize that her brain had been affected by 
the accident after all.

Although she could do quilt design 
and technical writing, the creative writ-
ing talent was gone.  “My ability to use 

proper syntax was gone. I left out 
words in sentences. I would begin 
writing in the middle of a thought,” 
she said. Surprisingly, she could still 
edit quilt patterns for other pattern 
designers and correct their mis-
takes or wording.

Two years into healing from her 
accident, a group of Barbara’s quilt-
ing students asked her when she was 
going to write a book. She admit-
ted to her students that she was too 
fearful to even submit a proposal 
due to the accident’s effect on her 
writing skills. One of Barbara’s new-
est students, a former university 
teaching assistant, encouraged her 
by saying that the writing was the 
easy part; the quilt designs were the 
most important aspect of her book. 
Her student offered to help edit the 
proposal and the book. “It was as 
simple as that,” Barbara said.

“To me this whole process has been 
a true miracle. I lost my ability to write 
when I hit my head in the car accident, 
but then I also lost the fear, so I wrote a 
book,” Barb said. “Doesn’t make sense 
humanly, does it?”

Barbara’s writing skills began to return 
as her student helped her to edit her own 
writing

“It took me losing the gift God had giv-
en me to realize that the writing skills, the 
design ideas, the creativity were all from 
Him to begin with, and He expects me to 
use them. I should have had more fear of 

God and [more fear] of not using the tal-
ents He provided me with.”

Barbara has two more books in the 
planning stages. “Fear kept me from 
using [the gift of writing] in the past, but 
no more,” Barbara said, “for that kind 
of fear is not from God. My plans are to 
improve upon the gifts God has given me, 
and to use them to encourage others. It 
makes my heart clench with wonder that 
God would be so merciful to allow me the 
chance to build upon the gifts [the talents 
of Matthew 25] that He had once given 
me, and I thought were lost.”  UN

(or on its porches) sat the official mon-
ey-changers, who for a fixed discount 
changed all foreign coins into those of the 
sanctuary. Here also was that great mart 
for sacrificial animals…” (The Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah, Hendrickson 
Publishers, 1993 edition, book 2, ch. 1, 
para.113, p. 81). When Christ overturned 
the tables of the money changers, He was 
directly confronting these Sadducees.

Beliefs of the Sadducees
From Acts 23:8 we learn that the Sad-

ducees believed in neither angel nor 
spirit. According to early church histo-
rians Hippolytus, Origen and Jerome, 
the Sadducees believed that the Books of 
Moses—the Pentateuch—were the only 
canonical books (International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia, article “Sadducees.”) 
While they considered the rest of the Old 
Testament good reading and advice, they 
considered only Genesis through Deu-
teronomy as having God’s authority. As 
a result, whenever Jesus answered their 

questions, He did so using only those 
five books. The Pharisees, by contrast, 
believed in the authority of all of the Old 
Testament. That is why when Jesus debat-
ed them he quoted from the Psalms and 
Isaiah in addition to the Torah.

So after getting organized, this group of 
Sadducees came to Jesus ready to quote 
Scripture. “Then some Sadducees, who 
say there is no resurrection, came to Him; 
and they asked Him, saying: ‘Teacher, 
Moses wrote to us that if a man’s broth-
er dies, and leaves his wife behind, and 
leaves no children, his brother should 
take his wife and raise up offspring for his 
brother. Now there were seven brothers. 

The first took a wife; and dying, he left no 
offspring. And the second took her, and 
he died; nor did he leave any offspring. 
And the third likewise. So the seven had 
her and left no offspring. Last of all the 
woman died also. Therefore, in the res-
urrection, when they rise, whose wife 
will she be? For all seven had her as wife” 
(Mark 12:18-23).

Consider the craftiness of this approach. 
The Sadducees were using a scripture to 
try to prove a false doctrine. This wasn’t 
new then, and it isn’t new today. People 
often sound convincing when they twist 

include chicken and wild game such as 
venison.

Additionally members were asked 
to sign up to make cakes for the cake 
walk, and 15 brethren offered to bring 
their best recipe. The volunteer bakers 
made a variety of cakes ranging from 
cupcakes to red velvet to a Kit-Kat cake.

As church services began there was 
a wide variety of chili on the serving 
tables to be judged. After services, the 
judges, Kenny Graves, Laura Gustafson 
and Shane Christensen, began the tast-
ing process.

The following were judged the top 
two entrants in each category. In the 
unique category, Elbert Coleman took 
top honors followed by Debbie Schul-
tz. Christine Latson produced the first 
place traditional chili, and Becky Griffin 
was the runner up.

After the judging was completed 
and the awards given, the congrega-
tion could try the various recipes for 
themselves.

After the meal, about 40 participants 
joined in the cake walk and the win-
ners took home a scrumptious dessert.

Gary Smith

The top winners for the two categories at the Houston chili cookoff. Left to right: Christine 
Latson, Debbie Schultz, Becky Griffin, and Elbert Coleman.

Local Church Updates: Send us news 
and events from your local congregation! 
Check with your pastor and have him 
forward what you write. We’re looking 
for 100- to 300-word articles and pho-
tographs with captions. Please include a 
self-addressed envelope if you would like 
photos returned. Include the author’s and 
photographer’s names and your phone 
number. Please double-check the spell-
ing of names. Please e-mail (preferred) 
or give the material to your local pastor 
to forward to United News.
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the Scriptures. There are people who feel 
like they can get whatever they want to 
out of Scripture. All you have to do is lift 
a verse or two out of context, then ignore 
other verses on that topic.

There were self-appointed “Bible 
experts” in the first century, just like 
now. They had pet ideas that they were 
“experts” in, and clever reasoning to sup-
port those ideas. It’s interesting that this 
chapter includes the approach of the San-
hedrin about the two inevitables of life: 
death and taxes. They tried to trip up Jesus 
on each one, but lost on both accounts.

Jesus answered them: “Are you not 
therefore mistaken, because you do not 
know the Scriptures nor the power of 
God? For when they rise from the dead, 
they neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage, but are like angels in heaven” (vers-
es 24-25).

So he taught them that in the resurrec-
tion, people will be spirit, not physical.

Next, he used a verse out of the book 
of Genesis, one that they recognized as 
being the Word of God, to prove that 
they were wrong: “But concerning the 
dead, that they rise, have you not read in 
the book of Moses, in the burning bush 
passage, how God spoke to him, saying, 
‘I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, THE 
GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF 
JACOB’?” (verse 26).

Jesus answered in the present tense. 
He was teaching them here that God told 
Moses “I am”—not “I was”—the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—showing 
that, as far as God was concerned, they 
still had life. Jesus then made sure they 
understood: “He is not the God of the 
dead, but the God of the living. You are 
therefore greatly mistaken” ( verse 27).

The Greatly Mistaken!
What a label for Jesus Christ to put on 

these “scribes and teachers of the law!” He 
called them “greatly mistaken” in front of 
the Judeans, who had thought they were 
learned scholars and teachers. But why 
were they greatly mistaken? The answer 
is simple: They did not understand the 
scriptures or the power of God. The two 
go hand in hand. You cannot have one 
without the other.

Greatly mistaken people filter the 
Bible by what they already believe. In 
truth, what we believe should always be 
filtered by the Word of God. Remember 
what Paul was inspired to write about the 
authority of scripture: “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, thor-
oughly equipped for every good work” 
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). God’s Word is the 
source of truth, and reproves and cor-
rects those who are “greatly mistaken.” If 
ideas of men are wrong when compared 
to God’s Word, then they are wrong. How 
strongly a person believes them does not 

matter.
When we believe and obey God’s truth, 

He gives us some of His power. Paul 
declared, “…and what is the exceeding 
greatness of His power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of His 
mighty power” (Ephesians 1:19). The 
Sadducees did not understand the Scrip-
tures and, as a result, did not experience 
or understand the power of God.

There is no power in man-made beliefs, 
even if people use Scripture to justify 
them. Remember, the “greatly mistak-
en” people question scriptures that do 
not fit their pre-determined beliefs, but 
constantly quote the few verses that do. 
Almost every heresy begins with a verse 
from the Bible.

There are other examples of “greatly 
mistaken” people in the time of the early 
Church. A primary example is the Phari-
sees—who could not accept that the 
gentiles could be called or saved. They 
rejected that truth and the Messiah who 
brought forgiveness to all mankind (Acts 
18:6). Other mistaken ideas soon fol-
lowed. After the Church was about 30 
years old, the idea that some people had 
“special knowledge,” known as gnosti-
cism, became widespread. Paul warned 
Timothy about these teachers: “O Timo-
thy! Guard what was committed to your 
trust, avoiding the profane and idle bab-
blings and contradictions of what is false-
ly called knowledge” (1 Timothy 6:20). 
The Greek for the words “falsely called 
knowledge” is pseudo gnosis.

A Warning for Us
Predicting the times in which we live, 

the apostle Paul warned, “For the time 
will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine” (2 Timothy 2:3). Are we 
living in a time in which many people are 
not enduring sound doctrine? Yes we are. 
Are we living in a time when many Bible 
teachers are, in truth, “greatly mistaken?” 
Just look around. Yes again!

How do we “endure sound doctrine?” 
Jesus told us how: “If anyone loves Me, 
he will keep My word; and My Father will 
love him, and We will come to him and 
make Our home with him” (John 14:23). 
The word used for “keep” here means to 
protect, to build a fence or wall around. 
Our understanding of God’s truth is the 
pearl of great price. We are to build a wall 
around it and protect precious truth in 
our minds and hearts.

How do we endure sound doctrine? 
Next, consider and respect the power of 
God’s inspired words. The prophet Jer-
emiah did, and here is how he related 
that power to us: “‘Is not My word like a 
fire?’ says the Lord, ‘And like a hammer 
that breaks the rock in pieces?’” (Jeremiah 
23:29).

What were the “rocks” that God’s Word 
breaks in pieces? The words of false teach-
ers who steal and twist what God has said!

“‘Therefore behold, I am against the 
prophets,’ says the Lord, ‘who steal My 
words every one from his neighbor. 
Behold, I am against the prophets,’ says 
the Lord, ‘who use their tongues and say, 
“He says’” (Jeremiah 23:30-31).

Just like today, some prophets in Jer-
emiah’s day claimed to be speaking truth 
from God. They were deceivers and false 
teachers. We should know God’s Word 
and the true doctrines well enough to 
recognize heresy and reject it outright!

“So when these people or the prophet 
or the priest ask you, saying, ‘What is the 
oracle of the Lord?’ you shall then say to 
them, ‘What oracle?’ I will even forsake 
you, says the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:33). We 
are to learn to discern the spirits—and 
false teaching.

Heresies Recycle
Satan is very good at recycling ones that 

worked well in the past. There are ideas 
circulating today that have been making 
the rounds for a long time. Here are a few 
examples:

Modalism—An idea that God is one 
being with various “modes” of existence.

Arianism—Teaching of the Greek 
Christian theologian Arius (A.D. 250-
336), which asserted that Jesus was a 
created being raised by the Father to the 
dignity of Son of God. There are various 
forms of this teaching that deny the plain 
teaching of John 1:1.

Unitarianism—The “one god” theo-
ry, which usually denies Jesus’ absolute 
divinity as part of the Godhead.

Judaistic ideas—Calendar controver-
sies, New Moon worship and sacred name 
controversies fall into this category. Some 
of these ideas cause division and confu-
sion, neither of which is God the author 
of.

Antinomianism—This teaching cen-
ters around the concept that Jesus Christ 
did away with the commandments, and 
the apostle Paul was used to reinstitute 
nine of them. It’s also called “Pauline 
Theology.” Adherents have often replaced 
God’s law with their own—Easter, Sunday 
worship, etc. Jesus warned about this law-
less teaching in Matthew 7:23: “Depart 
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”

These ideas and others are out there 
and circulating today, taught by the great-
ly mistaken.

Final Warning From Peter
The final words of the apostle Peter are 

similar to those of Paul. In the last chapter 
of his final letter, Peter wrote a warning 
about those who were twisting the words 
of the Bible in his day. “This is just as our 
beloved brother Paul wrote to you with 
the wisdom God gave him—speaking of 
these things in all of his letters. Some of 
his comments are hard to understand, 
and those who are ignorant and unstable 
have twisted his letters around to mean 
something quite different from what he 
meant, just as they do the other parts 
of Scripture—and the result is disaster 
for them” (2 Peter 3:15-16, New Living 
Translation).

Not even 40 years after the Church of 
God was established on the Day of Pente-
cost, greatly mistaken teachers were twist-
ing the entire Old Testament and Paul’s 
letters, which Peter stated were Scripture. 
Many people were deceived and lost what 
truth they knew.

Make a commitment now to protect the 
truth and hold fast to your calling. Do not 
trust your eternal life to any pet opinions. 
Remember, true doctrines are not a mat-
ter of private interpretation (2 Peter 1:20).

Sadly, the Sadducees who confront-
ed Jesus Christ admitted that he had 
answered them well (Luke 20:40), but 
they did not change their beliefs. Some 
months later the same men held on to 
their pet ideas and disagreed that there 
would be a resurrection (Acts 4:12, 23: 
1-10).

They remained greatly mistaken.
We live in trying times. The political 

world appears to be coming apart, the 
great tribulation is on the horizon, and 
Satan knows that he has but a short time. 
Difficult challenges are ahead.

Are you going to endure sound doc-
trine?  UN

Continued from page 10

Enduring Sound 
Doctrine

When we believe and obey God’s truth, He 
gives us some of His power. Paul declared, 
“…and what is the exceeding greatness of 

His power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of His mighty power.” 
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me into captivity to the law of sin which 
is in my members” (Romans 7:14-15, 23).

• Fear—We are called to overcome the 
“fear” that afflicts the world. The devil 
succeeds in making us fear, sometimes 
through relatives or friends who slow 
down or impede our spiritual enlistment 
in the army of Jesus Christ (Matthew 
10:37, Hebrews 2:15, 1 Peter 3:14-16). 
To start fighting, then, we must first rid 
ourselves of fear, convinced that “if God 
is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 
8:31).

Our losing situation begins to turn 
around to find us victorious when we sin-
cerely repent and ask God for forgiveness. 
“Seek the Lord while He may be found, 
call upon Him while He is near. Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh-
teous man his thoughts; let him return to 
the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; 
and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7).

Fight. But How?
God calls us to fight for justice, with 

instruments of justice and not with weap-
ons of corruption. Machiavellian philos-

ophy suggests that a good end justifies 
the use of any means or methods, even 
unethical or dishonest ones. The Word of 
God teaches that our means to defeat evil 
must always be faith in God and obedi-
ence to His commandments.

Here is some advice on how to fight 
against evil without falling into evil. 
Fight according to the laws of God (2 Tim-
othy 2:3-5). We are not talking about “holy 
wars,” which worldly religions wage in the 
name of God. This is not how God wants it. 
Fight wearing the armor of God. This is spir-
itual armor, of course (Ephesians 6:11-17). 
Paul also added one other important 
element to our armor: team spirit! “And 
pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 
all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints. Pray also for me, 
that whenever I open my mouth, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly 
make known the mystery of the gospel” 
(Ephesians 6:18-19, New International 
Version).

When you decline the call of God or 
you remove your armor, you will fall 
right into the crosshairs of the fiery 
darts of the devil. Sin, which is the trans-
gression of the divine command, takes 
advantage of the law and produces all 

kinds of covetous desires (Romans 7:8). 
Sin, even if through ignorance, makes 
you a slave to sin. But if you love the 
law of God and always hold high the 
truth (2 Timothy 3:16), then your 
fight is not in vain, even if you slip. 
Fight without lying to yourself. We must 
recognize that without the help of the 
Spirit of God, we will never overcome sin 
(Romans 8:7). Realizing that alone we are 
too weak to defeat the evil one is an essen-
tial for our ultimate victory.

Fight asking God for help recognizing 
our weakness is not enough. We must 
humbly ask God for help, because “the 
Spirit of God also helpeth our infirmities” 
(Romans 7:18, 8:26, King James Version).

Fight following in the steps of Jesus 
“who, when He was reviled, did not revile 
in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but committed Himself to Him 
who judges righteously” (1 Peter 2:23. See 
also Mark 1:17, John 8:12 and Hebrews 
2:10).

Fight to encourage others. This is one 
of our most important daily responsi-
bilities. We are “enlisted” in the spiritual 
army of Christ and have the obligation to 
encourage, defend and cover our breth-
ren from the attacks of the enemy. If one 
of us falls captive to fear, he asks for help 

and the whole platoon will run to help 
him and free him. If one of us deserts 
the holy assembly and shoots against it, 
it becomes very clear on whose side that 
person stands. He or she plays the game 
of the evil one to discourage us and make 
us all fall. In this situation, we must avoid 
those people (Romans 16:17-18).

In conclusion, we have become loyal 
soldiers carrying out orders from our 
good captain, Jesus Christ.

The Final Victory
We therefore fight the good fight of 

faith to attain the eternal life to which we 
are called. If we do these things, our final 
victory is assured.

God made this promise: “To him who 
overcomes I will give to eat from the tree 
of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise 
of God…To him who overcomes I will 
grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father 
on His throne” (Revelation 2:7; 3:21). 
In that day, God will dwell with us, and 
will wipe away every tear. Death shall be 
no more. There will be no more mourn-
ing or crying or pain. God does not lie. 
He speaks the truth. “He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches” (Revelation 2:7).  UN
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Council of Elders Quarterly Meeting Report
Dec. 10-13, 2012

Monday, Dec. 10, 2012
The quarterly meeting of the Council 

of Elders was called to order by Coun-
cil chairman Robin Webber, who asked 
Canadian Council member Bob Berendt 
to give the opening prayer for God’s bless-
ing on the meeting. Mr. Webber then read 
both the United Church of God (UCG) 
Vision Statement and Mission Statement 
from the Constitution and then read 
James 3:13-18 about divine wisdom vs. 
worldly wisdom. He described how it 
is the godly, peace-loving wisdom that 
focuses us on working together fulfill the 
mission that Jesus Christ has given us. 
He called for an approval of the minutes 
of the previous meeting, and they were 
approved. He then briefly reviewed the 
meeting agenda and asked for its approv-
al, which was given to the Council.

Mr. Webber then introduced the mem-
bers of the administration to give their 
reports.

President’s Report—Dennis 
Luker

UCG president Dennis Luker began his 
report by referencing two of his favorite 
scriptures to read every day and espe-
cially during times of trial and test (Prov-
erbs 3:5-6 and Philippians 4:6-7). He 
commented that reading these passages 
positively settles emotions and stabilizes 
the mind. Thus, he has looked forward to 
these Council meetings, especially in light 
of the need to balance the Church budget. 
He stressed looking to God for His Spirit 
and letting Him use it to guide us all.

He observed that we are still feeling 
the effects of the split in late 2010. Many 

predicted the demise of UCG at the time. 
How does that affect our financial situ-
ation now? He said that we decided to 
step out in faith to replace pastors in the 
field, continue the preaching of the gospel 
so as to maintain momentum. However, 
he added that the administration should 
have monitored our outgo more closely so 
as to have begun the budget constriction 
earlier, and that he as president accepts 
the responsibility for not having begun 
that process sooner.

He then introduced two elders (one of 
whom is a church circuit pastor in the 
field), Rick Shabi and Gordon Hannaway, 
who were recently chosen as members of 
our financial management team to advise 
and assist in oversight of the Church’s 
finances. Mr. Shabi has years of extensive 
experience in business financial manage-
ment. Mr. Hannaway is an insurance bro-
kerage owner with particular expertise in 
healthcare.

Having appreciated that many fasted 
and prayed before these meetings, Mr. 
Luker expressed confidence that God 
will guide us as we balance the Church’s 
budget and continue to do His work. He 
reflected on having been through many 
such crises, but by His grace and mercy 
He has inspired and guided us, and Jesus 
Christ is the Head of His Church.

Financial Report—Aaron Dean
The Church is currently receiving 

5 percent more income than last year, 
which is a blessing, but it doesn’t make 
up for our current allocated expenditures. 
The special offering has so far reached 
almost $400,000. He explained that we are 

not in a bind to pay our current 
bills and that the main concern 
is our cash flow. None of our 
spending has been for anything 
except caring for the Church 
and preaching the gospel—the 
business of the Church.

The reason for the special 
offering letter was due to the 
reduction in bank balances by 
the use of reserves to care for 
pastorates and to preach the 
gospel. In losing a third of our 
prior income ($7 to $9 million 
per year which is it), we knew 
that the planned use of reserves 
could not go on indefinitely and 
that we would have to cut back 
in due course. It did cost more 
than we initially anticipated to 
have ministers visit churches 
without pastors until workable solutions 
could be found. Extra travel and accrued 
mileage was necessary to allay unfounded 
rumors of doctrinal change.

We did not replace every pastor that 
left, and have reorganized several circuits 
to be more efficient. Our annual payroll 
was $8.1 million before the split, and last 
year it was only at $5.7 million—even 
though we were serving virtually the 
same number of congregations. Addi-
tionally, costs for international subsidies, 
international Good News (GN) subscrip-
tions (plus booklets) were growing and all 
being funded by the Church in the U.S. 
We didn’t try to expand, but we did spend 
a lot to maintain operations and our con-
gregations in America and internation-
ally. Current growth will allow a reason-

able level of service even with the budget 
realignments.

We are now seeking to increase cash 
balances to avert projected cash-flow 
shortages before the annual Holy Days. 
We are cutting nearly $2 million to have 
a balanced budget. Since it was a special 
offering, it will be not be listed as regular 
income or used in projections for budget-
ing next year.

Ministerial and Member 
Services—Vic Kubik

Mr. Kubik encouraged any who had 
questions to ask them. He provided the 
Council with the latest Church atten-
dance and ministerial statistics. Our aver-
age U.S. attendance on a weekly basis has 
been holding steady at 7,500 for many 

New Council member Roc Corbett addressing the 
Council.
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months. This does not include those that 
are homebound due to age, health restric-
tions or economy. We have a healthy 
number of new members attending.

The schedule of the U.S. area ministe-
rial conferences has been postponed by 
some months to help with cash flow. The 
camp program is continuing to thrive 
as detailed at the camp directors’ Web 
conference in November. The Women’s 
Enrichment Weekends will be held in 
nine different locations across the U.S. 
this coming year.

The international areas overseen by 
MMS are also progressing well in the 
Philippines, East Africa, West Africa as 
well as Latin America and New Zealand. 
We are continuing to develop local min-
istry in the international areas to lessen 
the travel needs of senior pastors who also 
have their local congregations in the U.S. 
to pastor. We are encouraging the eco-
nomically effective use of Web and video 
technology to help pastors speak directly 
to small and distant congregations.

Our online ministerial education and 
training program is going well. Two class-
es, fundamentals of theology and pasto-
ral care, are currently underway. Further 
classes are under active development.

We do have concerns for the future. 
Our ministry is aging, and we need to 
prepare and train new ministers. We are 
concerned about the health of our min-
isters, as well as the proper training and 
one-mindedness (“in the same mind and 
in the same judgment,” 1 Corinthians 
1:10) of our ministers.

Media and Communications 
Report—Peter Eddington

Mr. Eddington provided a handout for 
the Council, which addresses trends in 
modern communications. Mobile-first 
(via smartphones and tablets) is the key 
trend in Internet traffic as it is growing 
considerably faster than desktop comput-
ing. Mobile use will grow dramatically in 
the coming year. Websites remain the 
main location for a brand, but high-traf-
fic success requires app-powered mobile 
access.

Television is being watched more now 
than in the past, but the audience is dis-
persed far more widely across so many 
channels and on more and more com-
puters and handheld devices. Tablets 
are driving the growth of the PC mar-
ket. Smartphones are growing likewise. 
In developing countries, smartphone 
use is rapidly surpassing computers. 
Consequently, we are programming our 
websites for wide accessibility with the 
emphasis on mobile-first.

UCG.org responses are growing rap-
idly and competing vigorously with more 
than 315,000 unique visitors last month. 
Our goal is to become the largest provider 
of Christian content in the world, and we 
are making good progress to that end.

Beyond Today (BT) television has now 
reached 145,000 direct responses for lit-
erature since it began airing. This does 
not include those additional viewers who 
go to our website immediately upon view-
ing the program. Plus we have our own 
Beyond Today-branded YouTube channel 

that provides a seamless way for viewers 
to browse through all of our video mate-
rial. Several prophetic programs are our 
most watched episodes, plus one on clean 
and unclean meats and another on going 
or not going to heaven.

We have about 5,000 donors and 3,000 
coworkers who provide about 12 percent 
of our whole Church budget (about $2 
million). This vital statistic has not sig-
nificantly dropped off since the inter-
nal challenges of late 2010. Our hard-
copy magazines and booklets are largely 
responsible for helping to develop our 
donors and coworkers. Of those who 
write back, 12 percent include a donation. 
The recently mailed coworker/donor let-
ter included a copy of the newly designed, 
digest-sized This Is the United Church of 
God booklet. We are eager to see how that 
may encourage more involvement among 
our coworkers and donors.

Mr. Eddington also stressed that cur-
rent marketing analysts indicate that 
a mix of three communications media 
(television, print and Internet) is essential 
for a successful marketing plan.

Next the committee heads made their 
reports.

Doctrine Committee—Robert 
Berendt (Chairman)

The Doctrine and Prophecy Advisory 
Committees will be soon reactivated to 
function as sub-committees of the Doc-
trine Committee to expedite review of 
doctrine and prophecy papers. The new 
process of submitting doctrinal papers 
that is being ratified at this Council 
meeting will be forwarded shortly to the 
eldership. The desire is for the advisory 
committees to have members with longer 
tenure to provide more continuity for the 
Doctrine Committee.

Strategic Planning and Finance 
Committee—Bill Bradford 
(Chairman)

The Committee is at the forefront in 
working on the current financial chal-
lenge facing the Church. It is taking on its 
full responsibilities as listed in the govern-
ing documents by working very closely 
with the administration on finances and 
planning. The Committee had a positive 
and productive meeting with the manage-

ment team this past July to clarify 
the working relationship with the 
administration. The committee 
wishes to leave no doubt that it will 
provide effective oversight of its 
duties.

Media and Communications 
Committee—Darris 
McNeely (Chairman)

The committee met in August 
and will meet again before the Feb-
ruary 2013 Council meeting with 
the department to work out stra-
tegic objectives. One of the main 
projects in the department is the 
Media Guide which will provide 
direction on our media efforts.

Roles and Rules 
Committee—Gary Antion 

(Chairman)
In their November Web conference the 

Committee discussed specific issues of 
the Expelled Elder Appeals Committee 
(EEAC) worked on updating the word-
ing to reflect the details of the governing 
documents as pertaining to that commit-
tee. They also prepared a study on the 
roles of the President and Council so that 
no responsibility is duplicated or unac-
complished. The Committee updated its 
listing that tracks the various members 
of each Council committee to assist the 
Council Secretary in making sure that 
terms do not expire without replacements 
being in place. They also began preparing 
for the performance and review processes 
for the president in May and treasurer in 
August.

Education Committee—Donald 
Ward (Chairman)

The Committee held their first meeting 
since it was reinstated several years ago. 
They identified all the areas of education 
within the Church that they would be 
expected to oversee : ministerial online 
education, United Youth Camps, ABC, 
Education Task Force (for marriage semi-
nars, focused education, Sabbath schools) 
and Vertical Thought, which is aimed at 
teens and young adults. The Committee 
is analyzing the process of oversight coor-
dination and accountability.

Two big holes remain in our education-
al efforts. First is ministerial development 
of men who are coming along to be elders 
and pastors. But the largest gap is the edu-
cation of our teens to increase their Bible 
knowledge. Peter Eddington pointed out 
that we do have the Teen Study Guides 
online, which has become one of our 
most-visited pages.

Ethics Committee—Mario Seiglie 
(Chairman)

The Committee has one agenda item 
for these meetings, which is to present 
the Ministerial Code of Ethics. They have 
held meetings to work on a new draft 
based on Council input.

After Mr. Seiglie was finished, Gary 
Antion requested that each Committee 
appoint a secretary to take minutes and 
file them with the Council secretary to 
provide continuity from one meeting to 

another.
Aaron Dean announced that the new 

chairs in the Council meeting room (as 
well as many additional office chairs in 
the building) were just recently donated 
(including the shipping) to the Church. 
All the Council members immediately 
asked him to please convey their appre-
ciation for the generous and very com-
fortable donation!

The Council shifted to executive ses-
sion for the remainder of the late-after-
noon to early-evening meeting.

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012
The Council began meeting in execu-

tive session at 9:00 a.m. and continued so 
until mid-afternoon.

Media Vision Guide Report—
Peter Eddington

After reconvening in open session, 
chairman Robin Webber introduced 
Media and Communications Services 
operation manager Peter Eddington to 
present a report about consolidating the 
Church’s online media approach to design 
an updated, mobile-compatible website 
with simplified menus, style and look.

Mr. Eddington began by pointing out 
that a key need is to make our products 
available on mobile devices in addi-
tion to the desktop computer. The trend 
toward mobile phone and tablet devices 
is overwhelming in the electronic com-
munication industry, and we want to rap-
idly respond to that trend by making our 
presentation of the gospel constantly and 
highly accessible. It will of course also be 
just as accessible to regular PC users.

He gave a list of a dozen UCG members 
in the U.S. who work in various aspects 
of the media and Internet industries and 
are experts in their fields. He explained 
that he has had phone conversations with 
all of them to glean any advice that may 
help the Church’s media efforts. The input 
has been very useful and he expressed his 
appreciation for their time and effort.

The media team has also been working 
on our vision guide to instruct our writ-
ers and videographers with a recogniz-
able voice and look across all our media 
platforms. The guide is about one-third 
finished.

Mr. Eddington showed a survey the 
department recently took indicating that 
using “Beyond Today” as our television 
program name does not deter visitors to 
the website. One of the Church’s media 
experts pointed out that Google rewards 
websites with coordinated brands. Mr. 
Eddington also explained that brands 
need to be periodically updated and gave 
as an example the restaurant chain Wen-
dy’s, which just updated its logo.

He stressed the importance of integra-
tion of media output—which will be facil-
itated by the vision guide and other coor-
dinating processes—to help new readers 
and viewers want to continue with what 
we offer, which in our case is the gospel 
of the Kingdom.

Next he presented some media per-
formance comparisons within Church 
of God community, which shows that 
UCG.org is very far ahead of all of the 

Media and Communication Services operation 
manager Peter Eddington addressing the Council.
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organizations in unique visitors and Web 
rankings. This shows that our decision to 
develop our Internet presence and con-
stantly work to improve it is paying off 
very well.

He introduced seven media employees 
who were sitting in on the meeting and 
who work in our Web development, vid-
eo editing and editorial aspects of Media 
and Communications Services. Several 
Council members asked questions and 
commented on the progress of the media 
effort. Mark Mickelson asked why the 
UCG logo is faded at the bottom of the 
UCG.org page. The reason is that it is a 
complex logo that can’t be made legible 
on the small screens of tablets or phones. 
Therefore, a graphically simpler logo for 
use on the Internet will be developed in 
due course.

Bob Berendt commented on the dif-
ficulty that many older members have 
navigating on UCG.org. Mr. Eddington 
explained that the media team has and 
will do more with focus groups to identify 
problem areas of site navigation. He and 
Internet manager Aaron Booth explained 
that with some recent upgrades to the 
website, many of the problems are being 
resolved—and that the process of upgrad-
ing is ongoing.

Roc Corbett and other Council mem-
bers expressed appreciation for the direc-
tion that the media department is going 
and that they are seeing results in their 
own congregations of new people whom 
God is calling through their contact with 
the truth via Beyond Today and/or UCG.
org.

Ethics Committee 
Presentation—Mario Seiglie

Mr. Seiglie presented two copies of the 
Ministerial Code of Ethics. The General 
Conference had four months to review 
and provide suggestions. The commit-
tee incorporated some of the suggestions 
from the General Conference.

The Council reviewed the amended 
paragraphs, and they were either accept-
ed or had some word changes as recom-
mended by Council members.

Darris McNeely moved that the Coun-
cil cast a ballot on the modified Code of 
Ethics, and Scott Ashley seconded. By a 
simple show of hands the Council unani-
mously approved the Ministerial Code of 
Ethics. The newly approved code will be 
available on the ministerial website.

Doctrine Committee Process—
Bob Berendt

Mr. Berendt explained the doctrinal 
review process and how the Doctrine 
Advisory Committee and Prophecy 
Advisory Committee fit into the review 
process. He distributed to the Council a 
copy of the process for their review and 
comment.

After discussion and a number of edits 
by the full Council, the document detail-
ing the refined process for review of sub-
mitted doctrinal or prophecy papers was 
left with Mr. Berendt to edit and bring 
back to the Council later.

The Council then entered a brief execu-
tive session pertaining to the subcommit-

tees to the Doctrine Committee.

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 
2012

Chairman Webber called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and 
asked Council member Scott 
Ashley to open the day’s session 
with prayer. He then introduced 
Peter Eddington, who serves on 
the GCE Planning Committee to 
review the initial plan.

General Conference of 
Elders (GCE) Annual 
Conference Planning 
Committee Update—
Peter Eddington

A handout was distributed, 
which carried the proposed 
theme: “Using Your Measure of 
Christ’s Gift.” Several Council members 
expressed approval of the theme concept, 
adding that the Church has been long 
overdue in addressing the subject.

John Elliott and Bill Bradford expressed 
some caution in using Ephesians 4:7 as the 
theme scripture as it appears to empha-
size primarily ministerial gifts as well as 
the overarching gift of God’s grace. Don 
Ward recommended using 1 Corinthi-
ans 12 as the longest treatise in the Bible 
about God’s many gifts that He gives us. 
Darris McNeely also suggested Romans 
12:6. Mr. Eddington then revised the 
theme scripture to 1 Corinthians 12. Roc 
Corbett pointed out that these passages 
very much include the gifts that God has 
given to all the Church, both members 
and ministers.

The discussion then focused on select-
ing a title for the conference theme. Dr. 
Ward suggested, “Edifying the Body 
Through Spiritual Gifts.” Mark Mick-
elson cautioned about the avoiding an 
often-used approach in some churches 
of encouraging everyone to find his or 
her gift and then in essence demanding 
the “right” to use their gift. Robin Web-
ber encouraged that any discussion be 
focused more on what the Bible actu-
ally says about gifts so we can truly learn, 
rather than spending undue time in how 
others have misunderstood and misap-
plied the topic. Instead we need to look 
around and see who has various gifts and 
find ways to put them to good service. Vic 
Kubik recited our historical attempts (in 
UCG and before) to address the concept 
of gifts—and the continual problem of 
self-promotion. Over the years some have 
claimed self-appointed gifts. He said that 
Ministerial and Member Services will be 
happy to work with the GCE Planning 
Task Force to work out the details of the 
conference.

Mr. Eddington then began a straw poll 
on Dr. Ward’s suggestion of a working 
title “Edifying the Body Through Spiri-
tual Gifts.” The poll was unanimous at 11 
to 0 (Gary Antion was ill and unable to 
attend the morning’s meeting).

John Elliott suggested providing some 
GCE Conference time for the elders of 
the GCE to have some time set aside for 
conferring on various topics—since our 
governing documents list 27 responsi-

bilities for GCE members. Bob Berendt 
stressed the importance of emphasizing 
the personal involvement in spiritual 
gifts. Mr. Eddington answered that topic 
and speaker planning will be turned over 
to Gary Antion’s education team and 
Ministerial and Member Services as we 
prepare for the GCE weekend. A final 
agenda and list of topics and speakers will 
be presented to the Council for approval 
at its February, 2013, meeting.

Mark Mickelson proposed the need 
for more elder discussion of sensitive 
issues—such as this current year’s fiscal 
budget—at the GCE Conference. Various 
ones pointed out that such discussion can 
be done on the GCE forum, which will 
have a full month prior to the annual 
conference to discuss the upcoming bud-
get and other items. Chairman Webber 
also pointed out that since most elders 
are unable to attend the GCE and send 
in their ballots ahead of time, extensive 
at-conference discussion could create 
“weighted” ballots.

Mr. Mickelson offered two points of 
need that he sees for the Church: First, 
we have not held each other accountable 
in a godly way. Second, we have managed 
disagreements poorly. He encouraged us 
to consider those points generally and in 
planning for the annual conference.

Council Review of Proposed 
Amendments for GCE 
Consideration—Roc Corbett

Mr. Corbett as the secretary of the Roles 
and Rules Committee of the Council pre-
sented two proposed amendments for the 
Council to discuss and decide whether 
they should go forward with Council rec-
ommendation to the GCE. The amend-
ments were rewordings of the Constitu-
tion Article 1.0 Mission Statement and 
the other was the Constitution Article 3.1 
about the purpose of the Church.

When Mr. Ashley pointed out a sen-
tence structural deficiency in the pro-
posed amendment to Article 1.0, Coun-
cil member and amendment author John 
Elliott withdrew it from consideration. 
Dennis Luker added to the discussion 
generally that we ought to emphasize 
in the Mission Statement that we fully 
believe in Christ—that He is more than 
simply the Messenger, but is also fully a 

part of the gospel message of the King-
dom of God—and that there is only one 
true gospel. Several present expressed 
agreement with Mr. Luker’s point. A 
number of Council members proceeded 
discussing the finer points of the Mission 
Statement from various perspectives, gen-
erally agreeing that it could be improved 
with better wording, but that would have 
to wait for another amendment.

The Council then shifted to the pro-
posed amendment about the purpose 
statement for the Church (Article 3.1). 
Several Council members expressed 
the need for amending its wording. To 
advance the amendment to the annual 
conference ballot requires the support 
of at least four Council members, but it 
received only two. This amendment will 
now be sent to the GCE, where it will need 
at least 25 percent support to be placed on 
the annual conference ballot.

Doctrine Committee Process 
Business—Bob Berendt

Mr. Berendt brought the Doctrine 
Committee’s unfinished business up 
for further discussion of the details for 
the process of review of doctrine and 
prophecy papers submitted by ministers 
and members. The details had mostly to 
do with how the sub-committees of the 
Doctrine Committee (Doctrine Advi-
sory Committee and Prophecy Advi-
sory Committee) would function in the 
process. Extensive discussion of how the 
process should take place generated addi-
tional edits to the already revised word-
ing of the resolution presented earlier by 
Mr. Berendt. The session concluded with 
the plan for him to add the new edits and 
bring the resolution back to the Council 
for final review and ratification by the end 
of the quarterly meeting. The Council 
then adjourned for lunch.

Mr. Webber called the meeting to order 
at 2:05 p.m., just after the Council had 
spent lunch and a one-and-a-half hour 
meeting with the home office staff to 
address any questions they had about the 
budget challenges and future of the work. 
He introduced Peter Eddington to report 
on plans for the second round of King-
dom of God Bible Seminars.

Kingdom of God Bible 
Seminars—Peter Eddington

A handout was distributed that sum-
marized the results of the first round of 
four Kingdom of God Bible Seminars. 
The results were very good with a total of 
5,680 new attendees over the four semi-
nars held around the world. A number of 
baptisms resulted from the seminars, and 
many others are now regularly attending 
church.

The administration now plans to spon-
sor two seminars per year rather than the 
three per year of the last round. The two 
proposed topics would be framed within 
the context of the Kingdom of God. The 
first is “The Sabbath: A Key to the King-
dom of God” and the second is “God’s 
Festivals: Your Roadmap to the King-
dom.”

A single 60-minute presentation is the 
initial recommendation for this round, 

President Dennis Luker sitting in the Council meetings.
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to confirm budget cuts proposed by 
the administration of $2 million and to 
change the health care plan for Church 
employees. They also discussed prog-
ress made by the different commit-
tees, proposals for amendments to the 
Constitution and bylaws of the Church 
and planned for the upcoming General 
Conference of Elders. A full rundown of 
the budget cuts is included in the trea-
surer’s report starting on page 1, and 
the full council reports are available 
both online and are printed in full on 
page 12-14.

Mitchell Moss

2012 Fall Holy Day 
U.S. Holy Day Offering 
Report

This is the preliminary report from 
the amounts reported to home office. 
It does not include those amounts 
mailed into the home office by indi-
viduals. 
2012 Feast of Trumpets 
(Reported)

Attendance: 7,789
Offering: $547,400.90*
This represents a 1.7% decrease in 

attendance from 2011, and a 4.2% 
increase in the reported offering from 
2011.

* Once the offerings mailed to the 
home office by individuals are pro-
cessed, the actual figure should be 
around $570,000.

2012 Day of Atonement 
(Reported)

Attendance: 7,898
Offering: $527,436.02*
This represents a 1.4% decrease in 

attendance from 2011, and a 5.4% 
increase in the reported offering from 
2011.

* Once the offerings mailed to the 
home office by individuals are pro-
cessed, the actual figure should be 
around $550,000.

2012 First Day of Tabernacles 
(Reported)

Attendance: 7,011
Offering: $428,247.15*
This represents a 4.6% decrease in 

attendance from 2011, and a 3.1% 
decrease in the reported offering from 
2011. The decrease in attendance in 
the U.S. is due to an increased number 
of U.S. brethren traveling abroad for 
the Feast of Tabernacles and Eighth 
Day.

* Once the offerings mailed to the 
home office by individuals are pro-
cessed, the actual figure should be 
around $475,000.

2012 Eighth Day (Reported)
Attendance: 6,686
Offering: $473,145.48*
This represents a 5.7% decrease in 

attendance from 2011, and a 5.2% 
decrease in the reported offering from 
2011. 

* Once the offerings mailed to the 
home office by individuals are pro-
cessed, the actual figure should be 
around $530,000.

Gerald Seelig

Phoenix Women’s 
Weekend—Feb. 16-17 

Ladies, are you struggling to fill your 
spiritual lamp in these difficult times? 

Our handbook, the Holy Bible, 
gives us the directions for filling 
it up and keeping it full! Come 
and learn with us at the UCG 
Phoenix Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend, which will be held 
Feb. 16-17, 2013! This year’s 
theme is “Fill Your Lamp,” which 
will focus on becoming like the 
wise virgins described in Mat-
thew 25 by using the qualities 
in 2 Peter 1:5-7. Our regional 
pastor, Steve Nutzman, and 
our local pastor, John Elliott, 
will bring the messages on the 
Sabbath. Melania Nutzman will 

be our special guest speaker on Sun-
day. The location for the event will be 
Temple Emanuel, 5801 S. Rural Road, 
Tempe, Arizona. The cost is $25 per 
person. Please visit the announce-
ments page at phoenix-east.ucg.org 
for more information and to complete 
the registration form. If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Merrie Elliott 
at ucgazww@hotmail.com. We look 
forward to seeing you at this inspiring 
weekend!

Sylvia Kennedy

Families for God 
Teen Prom & Family 
Formal—March 
29-April 1

Reserve the date! The Minnesota 
congregations are planning an excit-
ing, extended family weekend during 
the Days of Unleavened Bread and 
would love you be a part of the festivi-
ties! Last year, families from a record 
shattering 12 states contributed to 
a most memorable milestone week-
end! This year, the weekend is being 
expanded through Monday, Apr. 1 to 
include the Last Day of Unleavened 
Bread. This will allow for additional 
seminars, fellowship opportunities 
and other activities for all ages. This 
year’s theme is “The Truth in Love” from 
Ephesians 4:15 and will kick-off with a 
Friday night Bible study. The next day 
will include Sabbath services, followed 
by timely, interactive seminars and two 

concurrent formal dinners/dances—a 
prom for the teens as well as a formal 
dance for families, young adults, cou-
ples and singles.

Sunday’s events will include the 
highly popular Water Park of America 
as well as additional interactive semi-
nars at the hotel, and another Bible 
study as we enter the Last Day of 
Unleavened Bread. The three-day 
weekend will conclude with two Sab-
bath services and a luncheon. Please 
refer to www.FamiliesforGod.org for 
weekend details including registra-
tion form and deadlines. You may also 
contact David & Stephanie Mörker at 
dsmorker@yahoo.com or (763) 639-
8705.

Brian Shaw

Atlanta Women’s 
Weekend—April 12-14 

Calling all ladies! The United Church 
of God Atlanta and Buford congrega-
tions will host their second “annual” 
Women’s Enrichment Weekend on 
April 12-14, 2013. This year the theme 
of the weekend will be “Embracing 
God’s Love and Mercy.” The weekend 
will be held once again at the beautiful 
Homewood Suites Hotel in Kennesaw, 
Georgia. 

The Homewood Suites by Hilton 
Kennesaw Town Center hotel is conve-
niently located just 20 miles north of 
Atlanta, Georgia, in the heart of Cobb 
County. The hotel has nicely appointed 
one-bedroom and studio suites, each 
with full kitchens. Each suite will easily 
accommodate two to three ladies. The 
registration prices will vary according 
to the number of ladies sharing a room 
and a payment plan will be available 
for those who would like to use it.

Please visit the Atlanta, Georgia, 
United Church of God website at 
http://atlanta.ucg.org/ for further infor-
mation regarding cost and registra-
tion. Details and contact information 
about the weekend are also available 
on the http://women.ucg.org website. 
The deadline for registration is March 
1, 2013, and payment in full is due by 
March 12, 2013.

Sarah Aust

AT A GLANCE

AT A GLANCE

Continued from page 1

The Phoenix Women’s Enrichment Weekend in 2012. 

which would allow the sponsoring con-
gregation to have an abbreviated Sabbath 
service either before or after the seminar. 
There is flexibility in the scheduling—
and even the dates, but we ask most to 
plan their congregation’s seminars in the 
months of June and November.

Several of the administration team each 
commented on the seminar program, 
making various points. Flexibility for 
the pastors is important. Involvement of 
the membership in the program is vital. 
PowerPoint slides must never detract 
from audience attention on the speaker 
(few or no pictures and especially no 
captions unless the speaker specifically 
reads them). Primarily put the scripture 
on the screen as it is being read—and/or 
provide a handout with the passages to be 

read (which provide a good way to give 
the attendees the pastor’s contact infor-
mation).

Victor Kubik stressed the need for our 
pastors to present with good organization 
and a very energetic style. John Elliot sug-
gested that we focus on the uniqueness of 
the Kingdom of God to show our attend-
ees who have nothing like it in their belief 
system. Gerald Seelig suggested a more 
relevant topic than the Sabbath or Holy 
Days—a topic more immediately relevant 
to meaning for their lives.

Robin Webber suggested encouraging 
members to invite friends, family or fel-
low workers who they talk to about such 
things. The Good News letter of invitation 
proved to be the most effective advertis-
ing for the seminars.

Thursday, Dec. 13, 2012
Chairman Webber called the meeting 

to order at 8:30 a.m., and the opening 
prayer was delivered by John Elliott. The 
Council then entered executive session 
to discuss budget issues. At 9:45 a.m. the 
Council exited executive session to ballot 
on the newly balanced budget and revised 
healthcare plan for Church employees. It 
was approved by unanimously with ballot 
of 11 to 0 (Council member Gary Antion 
was home sick).

At mid-morning the Council returned 
to executive session, which continued 
into the early afternoon after a break for 
lunch. At 2:00 p.m. the Council came out 
of executive session and balloted on the 
Doctrine Committee resolution to form 
and oversee the Doctrine Advisory Com-

mittee and Prophecy Advisory Commit-
tee to assist the Doctrine Committee in its 
work. One of the key elements within the 
proposal is to extend the review period 
for the GCE to examine study papers that 
are initially approved by the Council for 
further review by the GCE. The time peri-
od has been expanded to 90 days to grant 
the GCE adequate time for full input. 
The resolution passed unanimously with 
a ballot of 11 to 0.

After concluding comments by chair-
man Robin Webber and a closing prayer 
for God’s blessing on the Church as  
the new budget is implemented as well  
as God’s overall guidance brought the 
quarterly meeting of the Council to  
an end.

Randy Stiver 
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FAMILIES FOR GOD TEEN PROM & FAMILY FORMAL

ATLANTA WOMEN’S WEEKEND

■ Beyond Today Airing Schedule

■ UCG Web Presence Expands
On Dec. 4, Internet manager Aaron Booth reported 
the following stats for UCG Web activity:
46,369 total Facebook fans. 
33,541 total Twitter followers.
1,040 videos posted on YouTube.
2,423,418 video views on YouTube. 
209 Bible FAQs posted. 
939,606 Bible FAQs views. 
665 e-mail campaigns (This Is the Way, UCG Weekly 
Update, GN Newsletter, WNP E-news) sent. 

871,409 clicks to our websites generated by e-mail 
campaigns.
239,281 booklet downloads from Apple’s iBook Store. 
66,651 booklet downloads from Amazon’s Kindle Store.
3,296 Good News iPad app downloads.

Featured Links
■ Beyond Today Program, “Regifting Jesus,” 
Strikes Chord With Audience
http://www.ucg.org/beyond-today-program/
jesus-christ/regifting-jesus
A new Beyond Today program, “Regifting Jesus” host-
ed by Gary Petty, aired the week of Dec. 23-29, 2012. 
We are pleased to report that this episode, featur-
ing the subject of Christmas, produced an excellent 

1,154 responses.
These results place this program in third overall place 
out of the 25 new and repeat programs aired so far 
this fiscal year.
As always, we are very appreciative of your continu-
ing prayers and support and pray that God will bless 
our ongoing United Church of God efforts to preach 
the gospel of His Kingdom.

■ Jelly Learns the Books of the Bible
http://www.ucg.org/ucg-short-film/bible/jelly-
learns-books-bible/
Learning the books of the Bible can be a challenge. 
Jelly gets a little help from a new friend who teaches 
him through song and dance.
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Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices Feb. 8-10: Garden Grove Women’s Enrichment Weekend, 
California

Feb. 16-17: Phoenix Women’s Enrichment Weekend, Arizona
Feb. 22-24, 2013: Portland Ladies Retreat, Oregon
Feb. 25-28, 2013: Council of Elders Quarterly Meeting, 

Cincinnati
March 2-4: Cincinnati 50th Anniversary Church of God 

Weekend and Annual Regional Dance, Cincinnati
March 8-10: Cincinnati East Women’s Enrichment Weekend, 

Ohio
March 29-April 1: Families For God Weekend, Minnesota
April 12-14: Atlanta Women’s Enrichment Weekend, 

Georgia

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

UNITED STATISTICS

Title Host Airing Period

Biblical Questions 
for the President 
and You

Darris 
McNeely Jan. 6-12

The Rapture: Hoax 
or Hope? Steve Myers Jan. 13-19

Change Your Life 
Story Gary Petty Jan. 20-26

Jesus Fasted: Should 
You? Gary Peggy Jan. 27-Feb.2

Is This the End Time? Darris 
McNeely Feb. 3-9

666 and You! Steve Myers Feb. 10-16

72 Hours to Chaos Gary Petty Feb. 17-23
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March 29-April 1
Reserve the date! The Minnesota congregations are planning an exciting, 

extended family weekend during the Days of Unleavened Bread and would 
love you be a part of the festivities! This year, the weekend is being expanded 
through Monday, Apr. 1 to include the Last Day of Unleavened Bread. Contact 
David & Stephanie Mörker at dsmorker@yahoo.com or (763) 639-8705. See 
page 12 for more details on the activities planned for the event.

April 12-14 
Calling all ladies! The United Church of God Atlanta and Buford congrega-

tions will host their second “annual” Women’s Enrichment Weekend on April 
12-14, 2013. This year the theme of the weekend will be “Embracing God’s 
Love and Mercy.” The deadline for registration is March 1, 2013, and payment 
in full is due by March 12, 2013. See more details on page 12.

Jelly Learns the Books of the Bible

Beyond Today Response 
year-over-year


