
by Clyde Kilough

We are pleased to announce that 
in September 2008, the Ambassador 
Bible Center will begin its 10th year of 
operation by expanding to a nine-month 
program that will match the standard 
university academic calendar. 

As the current seven-month pro-
gram has evolved over the years, it has 
become increasingly difficult to effec-
tively accomplish our goals within that 
time frame. 

We have always been challenged to 
teach the Bible from Genesis to Revela-

tion, basic Christian Living, Compara-
tive Religion and electives like speech 
class and choir within the seven-month 
time frame. Over the past couple of 
years we have seen the critical need 
to add assessments, including tests, 
research and reflection papers, and 
special projects to the program. 

The current seven-month program 
allows little extra time for assessments 
or additional instruction opportunities 
without robbing from instruction time. 
We simply need more time for this 
essential holistic educational experi-
ence.

Historically, while our students have 
ranged in age from 18 to 80, the average 
ABC student is 22 years old. The latest 
education research reveals that younger 
people learn best in an academic envi-
ronment with lectures that are combined 
with interactive discussion, workshops 
and group assignments. Adding these 
additional elements into the curriculum 
also takes more time. 

Frankly, we do not want ABC to 
simply be a “knowledge dump.” At this 
point we do not anticipate adding addi-
tional classes. We just need more time 
to teach the classes we already provide, 

adding assessments, accommodating 
newer learning styles and focusing on 
adding character-building opportunities 
for the young adults of the Church. 

This new schedule will greatly 
improve our ability. For example, it 
will not only give students more class 
hours of instruction, but will open addi-
tional opportunities to serve at preteen, 
United Youth Camps and United Youth 
Corps projects during the summer 
before and after the ABC program. For 
those planning their education path, 

ABC Expands to Nine-Month Program

Challenger II Encourages Leadership, Service

The Challenger II Rock Climbing Program was held Dec. 
23 to 30, 2007, in the mountains north of Tucson, Arizona. 
Colder than usual temperatures provided an additional chal-
lenge, but couldn’t dampen the enthusiasm of participants as 
they built warm friendships, learned new skills and together 
met the task of taking their spiritual growth and personal lead-
ership “to new heights.”—James Capó, director

by Melody Schmidt and Leslie Schwartz

Camping on Mt. Lemmon in Southern Arizona for eight 

cold days without showers, 14 eager and motivated partici-
pants experienced another great Challenger II Rock Climb-
ing Program. Established to encourage spiritual growth, 
leadership and service in focused young adults, Challenger 
II centers on building godly character and insight through 
the challenges of rock climbing, rappelling and living 
together in a wilderness setting that helps foster spiritual 
conviction, commitment and courage.

Participants came from around the United States and 

Tiffany Bullard prepares to rappel; Challenger II participants and staff (photos by Andrew Beattie and James Capó)
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Council Holds 
First Strategic 
Planning 
Retreat
by Robert Dick

The Council of Elders and key home 
office staff met in Houston, Texas, Jan. 
16 and 17 for their first two-day strategic 
planning retreat. The Houston meeting 
was the first opportunity for all 12 Coun-
cil members to meet and work with the 
facilitators from Leadership Strategies. 

Prior to their arrival each Council 
member received a 2-inch-thick notebook 
containing the survey results from mem-
bers, subscribers, elders, employees and 
Council members. The notebook, known 
as the briefing book, also contained sta-
tistics from Ministerial Services, Finan-
cial and Media, along with demographic 
studies related to our work.

Dave Register, Strategic Planning 
Steering Committee chairman, reported 
that much of December and all of early 
January were spent compiling the infor-

As reported in the January issue, 
on Dec. 18 Good News senior writer 
Jerold Aust was interviewed for 26 
minutes by Alan Colmes on Fox News 
Radio. Here is Mr. Aust’s personal 
account of the interview about why 
the United Church of God doesn’t 
celebrate Christmas.

by Jerold Aust

Early Monday morning, Dec. 17, 
2007, I checked my e-mail. I scanned 
the subject lines and noticed one that 
read, “Re: Interview Request—From 
Alan Colmes.” 

I knew who Alan Colmes was 
because I have watched Fox News 
and the Hannity and Colmes show. 
Previously, when watching their 

show, I felt uneasy for the person 
they interviewed. I realize that this 
is media business, to keep shows 
interesting so people will stay tuned 
to watch the commercials and buy 
advertised products.

So I opened the e-mail message 
and read the following, “Hi Mr. 
Aust, Alan Colmes is very interested 
in interviewing you on his national 
radio program to discuss the history 
of Christmas. Could you please con-
tact me at this number to discuss, or 
let me know where I could call you? 
Thank you, Sr. Producer, The Alan 
Colmes Show.” 

My first thought was, “This is 
bogus.” So I printed it and asked my 
wife, Mary Ann, to read it. She, too, 
had a surprised look on her face that 
I must have had on mine. We agreed 

that the way to establish whether it 
was bona fide was to call the num-
ber. 

The voice on the other end was 
cordial. He said that Alan Colmes 
wanted to interview me as the author 
of the articles on Christmas. I thanked 
him and said I’d get back with him. 
When I called back, we discussed our 
options. He had an opening on the 
following Friday evening or he could 
schedule me for Tuesday, which 
would be the next evening. 

I opted for Tuesday evening, 
although that gave me only one day 
to prepare. I knew my material since 
I had written about Christmas in pre-
vious issues of The Good News and 
had done much more research than 

See “Council,” page 15

 Inside:
2	 Profile:	Greg	Sargent;		
	 Forward! The	Importance	of	Our		
	 Heritage
3	 Around the World:	Kenya	Crisis;	London	
	 Seminars;	Potential	Zimbabwe	Growth
4-6	 Jordan	Youth	Corps;	Eastern	Europe		
	 and	Scandinavia	Trip;	Camps	in		
	 Australia,	Kenya	and	Wisconsin
7	 Media News at a Glance; Baptism	Stories
8-11	From the Word:	Valley	Times;	Fear	and		
	 Faith;	Loneliness;	Spiritual	Survivor;		
	 How	Must	We	Judge?
12	 Treasure Digest:	How	Will	They		
	 Remember	You?;	Truth	in	Advertising;		
	 Respect;	Children’s	Corner;	more
13	 Local Church Updates
14	 Announcements

News
At a Glance

New Festival Web 
Site Launched

Up-to-date Festival news can now be 
found at the new Feast Web site for UCG 
members at feast.ucg.org.

For example, this new Web site reports 
that three sites are under consideration 
to replace Lancaster: the Poconos area; 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania; and Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. A decision will be 
made soon.

This Web site will be routinely updat-
ed, giving announcements, answering 
your questions and allowing members 
to make suggestions for future sites and 
housing. We will also be posting housing 
survey results, interesting statistics for 
registration and attendance. 

Have you heard a rumor about a new 
site? This will be the place to find quick, 
accurate information. Currently ques-
tions related to the Feast can be sent to 
USFestival@ucg.org.

Charles Melear

Editorial Staff Meets
President Clyde Kilough and Media 

operation manager Larry Salyer met 
with five publication managing editors 
on Monday, Jan. 28, then with a larger 
group of those involved with production 
and writing of Church publications on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. The Vertical 
Thought staff stayed for an all-day ses-
sion on Thursday. 

Mr. Kilough stressed to the group that 
in a world glutted with media outlets, all 
of our efforts to preach the gospel must 
stay focused on the principles of Mark 
1:14-15.

Many topics were discussed, “most of 
which centered on assessing our current 
efforts and brainstorming on what we can 
do in the future to improve our impact and 
expand our reach,” Mr. Kilough said. 

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

Behind the Scenes of Colmes Fox News Interview

See “Colmes,” page 7

See “Challenger II,” page 4

See “ABC,” page 7

United Statistics

2006

World News & Prophecy  
Up 140% in 4 Years  
(Jan. issues)

20072004 2005

40,000

20,000

10,000

30,000

2008



2     UnitedNews  February 2008 United Church of God, an International Association

“Media types are creative by nature, so 
naturally these discussion points generated 
a swarm of interesting suggestions, some 
of which we could implement immedi-
ately. Most of these ideas, however, will 
require some digestion time now before 
we can determine what, when and how to 
implement them,” Mr. Kilough said. 

“It was a very profitable week, and over 
time it will lead to productive improve-
ments in more effectively fulfilling the 
commission God has given us to preach 
the gospel.”

Elder Ordained in 
Florida

On Dec. 22, 2007, Fred Davidson was 
ordained an elder. He and his wife, Sandy, 
serve in the Ocala, Florida, congregation.

Receptionist, 
Administrative 
Assistant and Four 
ABC Students Hired

Ina McLemore, a deaconess and 2007 
ABC graduate, took on the job of home 
office receptionist the week of Jan. 22. 
Besides answering phones, this job 
involves work with mail processing and 
personal correspondence areas. She will 
also be handling the catering of meals 
for major meetings in the home office.

She replaces Wendy Lovelady, who 
will now be administrative assistant to 
Larry Salyer, Media and Communica-

tions Services operation manager.
The Media area is also hiring four 

ABC students part-time. Jim Springer 
and Devon McCaulley are working in 
the mailing area, and Michael Ball is 
assisting Clint Porter in the video area. 
Karen Claunch is working in the mail 
processing data entry area.

Singles’ Web Site 
Changing

The UCG Singles’ Web site will 
now require pastors to approve anyone 

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, 
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The 
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information and news about the Church, issues of The Good 
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Profile: Greg Sargent, Regional Pastor and Record Holder
Greg Sargent is regional pastor of 

the Central Region, Camp Pinecrest 
director and pastor of the Kansas City 
and Topeka, Kansas, and the Colum-
bia and St. Joseph, Missouri, con-
gregations. He is also a state record 
holder in various running events and 
has been ranked fifth in the world in 
the 400 meters.

Family
Greg Sargent was raised in Montana 

with two siblings and hardworking 
parents who promoted a can-do atti-
tude. He graduated from Ambassador 
College in England in 1966 and mar-
ried Marian Ecker, also an AC student. 
She was born in Maryland and grew 
up with two siblings in Pennsylvania, 
Kansas and California.

They are the parents of Dean and 
Elana and grandparents of five “won-
derful grandchildren, ages 13 to 2½.”

Mr. Sargent was ordained in 1967 
and the family has had nine major 
moves serving 26 churches in all 

regions of the United States except 
the Southeast and Northwest.

Discovering the Truth
“My grandmother left a copy of 

The Plain Truth at our house when I 
was 15,” Mr. Sargent said. “After two 
years of study, against parental wish-
es and later disowned, I was accepted 
for Ambassador College.

“We lived in a remote location 
where I was unable to hear the broad-
cast. When I arrived at AC in the fall 
of 1962 and ate my first meal in the 
dining hall, a strange voice came over 
the air. I asked the student at my side 
who that was. With astonishment she 
said, ‘Why that’s Mr. Armstrong. 
Haven’t you ever heard him?’” 

Mrs. Sargent was raised in the 
Dunkard Brethren church and once 
told her mother, who became a mem-
ber of God’s Church, that Ambassa-
dor College would be the last college 
she went to—a prophecy that she 
fulfilled!

Biggest Influences
“Besides God’s Spirit,” Mr. Sargent 

says his wife is his biggest influence. 
She “is truly my foremost counselor 
and help. 

“The apostasy in the Church left 
an indelible stamp, having impressed 
on me the absolute need to remain 
faithful to God and to be careful how 
I judge others.”

Passions and Hobbies
Apart from the ministry itself and 

doctrinal research, which Mr. Sargent 
calls his passions, he enjoys building 
and running. 

“I enjoy competing against my 
own personal records,” he says, but 
he has also set state records in Illi-
nois, Missouri and Kansas in the 50 
through 800 meters in his age group 
in the senior division and has been 
ranked fifth in the world in the 400 
meters. Last year he placed first in the 
half marathon (13.1 miles) in Kansas 
City in the 60-64 age group.

“That being said, Marian’s times in 
practice with me would place her first 
in sprinting events for senior women 
if I could just convince her to com-
pete. I would suggest that Marian’s 
good cooking and our quest to stay 
healthy contribute to the blessing of 
health God has given us.”

Mr. Sargent encourages brethren 
to “contend earnestly for the faith 
delivered to the saints. Beware of 
signs and emotions that would keep 
you from obeying God’s law—love 
the truth.”  UN

Greg and Marian Sargent

FORWARD! The Importance of Our Heritage
by Jim Franks

Abraham Lincoln, in his 
famous “House Divided” 
speech in 1858, stated that 
we must first assess where 
we are before we can know 
what to do for the future. 
Part of our strategic plan-
ning initiative is to properly 
gauge where we are in order 
to develop strategies for get-

ting where we would like to be as an organization. 
This year’s Feast of Tabernacles will mark the 75th 

anniversary of when Herbert and Loma Armstrong 
and the Radio Church of God met to observe the Fall 
Festivals. It was October of 1933 in Eugene, Oregon. 
There were 21 people present for that Feast. 

It is still fascinating to read Mr. Armstrong’s auto-
biography where he discusses those early years and 
how difficult things were for him and his family. But 
he wasn’t alone, especially in the late ’40s and early 

’50s when Ambassador College was envisioned and 
started. Those were very difficult days for Mr. Arm-
strong, the students and the membership.

The apostle Paul makes mention of traditions 
among the people of God. Notice 2 Thessalonians 
2:15: “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the 
traditions which you were taught, whether by word 
or our epistle.” Obviously there are traditions of men 
and of this world that must be abandoned by Chris-
tians, but there are also positive traditions that Paul 
encouraged. 

Within the Church of God, we have a rich heritage 
from the past that is filled with traditions. Many of 
the people who were part of that heritage are now to 
the age where they may not be around much longer. I 
really hope we can appreciate all that they have done 
by leading the way.

There are so many names of people that I could 
mention, but I would hate to inadvertently leave some-
one out. But I have regularly received encouragement 
from these individuals. They are a living testimony to 
God’s love and His power to do the work. 

Last week I received an e-mail from a lady well 
into her 90s who has a deep understanding of the 
sacrifices that were made in the early years for the 
work of God. 

Another couple described to me what it was 
like attending Ambassador College in the early 
’50s when the student body was very small. Each 
year it seemed that they wouldn’t make it. When 
I asked the couple how they were able to keep 
going in those years, they told me it was because 
of Mr. Armstrong’s enthusiasm. He explained to 
them that they were part of something bigger than 
themselves, and he made them feel as though they 
truly were part of something that was worldwide 
in scope.

We have a lot to be thankful for to those who 
provided the path for the rest of us to follow. We 
have many rich traditions and a bountiful heritage 
as a result of the faithful men and women who sac-
rificed so much to help make the Church the body 
it is today. I hope we always remember our heritage 
and appreciate the rich traditions that it holds.  UN

News
At a Glance

New receptionist Ina McLemore with 
Wendy Lovelady, new administrative 
assistant to Larry Salyer (photo by 
Michelle de Campos)
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Brethren in Kenya Spared in Face of Danger

52 Learn the 
Heart of Godly 
Shepherding in 
Mindanao

From Dec. 23 to 26, 52 men and their 
wives attended a very successful and 
inspiring four-day seminar-workshop held 
at the Girl Scouts of the Philippines camp 
in Davao City, Philippines. The seminar-
workshop was conducted by Edmond D. 
Macaraeg, pastor of the UCG congrega-
tions on the island of Mindanao.

A year earlier, 62 assembled to attend 
the first “discipleship” seminar. The 
recent seminar-workshop was a fol-
low-up to help answer the great need for 
manpower, as well as encourage a high-
er level of dedication and performance 
among those who assist in the various 
UCG congregations in Mindanao.

There are currently 20 congregations 
and video groups in Mindanao, serving 
more than 400 brethren.

In addition to three introductory 
sessions on Sunday, there were seven 
lectures and five sessions for practicum 
during the four days.

After dinner Dec. 23, the various 
congregational assistants gave short 
updates about the congregations they 
were assigned to look after. It was inter-
esting and eye-opening to hear about 
the unique challenges being faced by 
each of the congregations.

The lectures included “In Search of 
a Faithful Servant,” “The Shepherd’s 
Heart,” “The Role of a Leader’s Wife,” 
“Podium Ethics,” “Basic Principles of 
Counseling,” “Personal Godly Char-
acter Development” and “Catching the 
Vision of a Mission.”

There were workshops on song leading 
and answering Bible questions, as well as 
three sessions of sermonette practice.

At the end of the four days, Mr. Mac-
araeg announced the new configuration 
for the Mindanao congregations, with 
each couple or person responsible for 
one or at most two areas.

One participant commented: “We 
would like to thank God for giving us the 
opportunity to attend this very helpful 
and informative seminar-workshop.”

Daniel Macaraeg 
(excerpted from United News Asia, 

www.ucg.org.ph/una)

Canada Reports 
Reader’s Digest 
and Beyond Today 
Responses

As of Jan. 17, the Canadian office 
has received 3,853 responses to the ad 
in the Canadian Reader’s Digest, and 

the cost per response is now down to 
$8.67.

The Beyond Today television pro-
gram for the second week of January 
drew the second highest number of 
responses—74. It was the first time 
the program “The Devil’s Footprints” 
was aired. To date, 3,042 Canadian 
responses have come from the pro-
gram and the beyondtodaytv.ca Web 
site.

An unusual phone call was received 
by one of our receptionists in early 
January. A person from southwestern 
Saskatchewan said she wanted to sub-
scribe to The Good News magazine. She 
explained that “Brother ______ on the 
radio recommended it.” She commented 
that things in the world were starting to 
happen really fast. We are receiving free 
publicity at unexpected times and in 
unexpected ways!

Anthony Wasilkoff

Portuguese Web 
Site Goes Online

The Portuguese-language Web site 
is now live at www.revistaboanova.org, 
which contains translated Good News 
articles, booklets, Bible Study Course les-
sons and other articles. 

There is also a United Church of God 
member section at www.revistaboanova.
org/membros.

Michelle de Campos

UCG-Germany 
Reports Growth

The January-February issue of the 
Gute Nachrichten magazine was again 
mailed to a record number of subscrib-
ers. The new issue has 5,114 readers in 
20 European countries, a 3.1 percent 
increase over the November issue and 
a 17.6 percent increase over January 
2007. This year’s circulation goal 
is 5,500 subscribers by the end of 
December.

Outgoing mail statistics for 2007 
show a record total of 39,070 pieces 
of literature distributed in the German 
language, a 12.8 percent increase over 
2006. The most requested booklets dur-
ing 2007 were Nach dem Tode—was 
dann? (What Happens After Death?) 
and Gibt es einen Gott (Does God 
Exist?).

German Staff 
Member Hired Full-
Time

At its final meeting of the year Dec. 16, 
2007, the National Council of the Vereinte 
Kirche Gottes (UCG-Germany) approved 
hiring editorial staff member Jesmina Alla-
oua on a full-time basis as of Jan. 1, 2008. 
She has been employed part-time since 
January 2000.

News
At a Glance

International
by John Elliott

Kenya’s Daily Nation newspaper 
reported Jan. 24, “President Kibaki and…
Raila Odinga have met for the first time 
since the disputed General Election.” This 
came late in the day after a mediation con-
tingent, led by former UN Secretary Gen-
eral Kofi Annan, met privately with both 
sides. Nothing has changed yet, with both 
men insisting that they won the election. 

The real basis of Kenya’s violence lies 
not in politics, nor in ethic hatred, but in 
the fragility of daily life and the despair of 
any hope. But Kenya is expected to calm 
and return to normalcy, thanks to the basic 
decency of ordinary Kenyans.

Interruption of supplies, fuel, food, 
transportation and a potential collapse of 
the tourism and agricultural industries are 
a foreboding reality. 

Jan. 19, our deacon Antonio (full names 
withheld for security reasons) visited the 
Elburgon congregation where Kalenjin 
tribal violence is being reported in the 
news. The Kalenjin tribe has used the cur-
rent tribal strains to demand a clearing of 
all tribes from its ancestral lands. Portions 
of their Rift Valley lands were taken by the 
British during colonial rule. Afterwards, 
the British sold the lands to others instead 
of returning them to the Kalenjins. Now 

they claim for themselves the Rift Valley 
region, insisting that all others leave.

A few UCG members have come close 
to the violence in the Rift Valley and in 
Migori. Jan. 23, Geoffrey, our local con-
gregational leader in Elburgon, slept out-
side with his neighbors to try to keep peo-
ple from burning their houses and crops 
like they had done other houses nearby. 

In Migori, our deacon Moses does not 
feel safe anymore. He is a Kisii living in 
Luo lands. This week some neighbors 
began stoning his family’s house until 
others intervened on their behalf. 

In one area citizens looted and burned 
the district hospital. In the city of Kisumu, 
citizens reportedly looted and burned 
nearly every business. 

However, all of our brethren of all the 
tribes and affected areas have been spared 
any loss.

Many members continue to be affected 
by the disruption of services and supplies, 
particularly our Lou members in Western 
Kenya where our deacon Otieno says, 
“We are now in another world. Commodi-
ties prices have hiked up; transportation is 
too high; life has changed dramatically. 
But this is where we are now. We are just 
praying, since only God is able to solve the 
problem and bring our country to normal 
life we were used to.” 

The interruption of transportation has 
pushed prices of available food out of 
reach for many. A Good Works project 
was quickly funded in January and sup-
plied the immediate funds needed for 
needy brethren to purchase the increas-
ingly expensive food they require. 

A question frequently arises from com-
passionate Church members, “What can 
we do to help?” We have already received 
sufficient funds for the current needs 
through the Good Works project. Those 
funds are already being distributed accord-
ing to needs, particularly in Western Kenya. 
Most other areas have food and necessities 
available at this time. The current funds 
will hopefully cover any extreme needs 
the brethren have there through March. 
We will continue to monitor the situation 
and will announce future needs should 
additional funds be required.

At this time you can help most by 
remembering all of our brethren world-
wide in your prayers. While this area is 
receiving a lot of attention, such situations 
are mirrored in countless other regions 
where daily life begs for the return of 
Jesus Christ’s government. As Antonio 
told me, “Thankfully, we are all safe and 
doing well. We are praying for peace in 
the country for the sake of being able to 
continue doing God’s work.”  UN

Potential Church Growth in Zimbabwe
by Harris Hlazo

As a result of increased interest in 
United Church of God publications 
in the Masvingo area of Zimbabwe, 
André van Belkum, the South Africa-
based pastor for Zimbabwe, asked 
me to visit the area. So I planned a 
visit for Dec. 8 and sent 20 letters to 
people in the area notifying them of 
the meeting.

Dec. 7 rain fell almost all night, and 
in the morning there was drizzle on and 
off. Despite the thought that people 

might be put off by the rain, I reminded 
myself God is in charge. The morning 
of Dec. 8 I sat at the appointed place, 
feeling a bit apprehensive. Eventu-
ally 10 people showed up, including a 
mother with a baby on her back.

It was a very cordial meeting. We 
discussed how each one had come into 
contact with UCG. One or two had 
connections with WCG, but most had 
come in contact with The Good News 
magazine and UCG booklets. 

We also discussed briefly such top-
ics as the coming Kingdom of God and 

that God the Father is the one who does 
the calling (John 6:44).

Some of them mentioned they were 
expecting other people who did not turn 
up, which meant the group could have 
been bigger. 

I asked if they would like more regu-
lar meetings. They all agreed and even 
gave me names and addresses of other 
people they felt would be interested in 
attending. So a regular Bible study is 
being planned for the area.  UN

Harris Hlazo is a member in Harare, 
Zimbabwe.

by Peter Hawkins

A presentation to Good News readers 
in London, United Kingdom, was first 
discussed with Melvin Rhodes at the 
General Conference of Elders in May 
2007. On Jan. 19 the goal was fulfilled in 
central London with a total attendance at 
the meeting of 63—43 of whom do not 
attend UCG. Many were readers of The 
Good News, but some came along by rec-
ommendation of a reader.

During the two 45-minute segments, 
“From Dawn to Decadence” and “The 
Future Power of Europe,” Mr. Rhodes 
mixed dialogue with PowerPoint slides. 

In the first presentation he commented 
on developments in the English-speaking 
nations from the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
I to Queen Elizabeth II. The second dis-
cussed the coming together of the modern 
European power and the prophesied effect 

on world affairs. A Q&A session followed 
for 20 minutes, showing a good level of 
enthusiasm. It was only cut short by the 
limit of the hall booking.

Several people asked about attending 
our London Central congregation, being 
fully aware that our services are on the sev-
enth-day Sabbath. We were very pleased 
with the overall level of response and are 
encouraged that there is good potential for 
growth in the British Isles.

A thousand invitations were posted 
to readers in the London area in the first 
week of January. Some e-mailed back dis-
appointed that they were not able to attend 
on that particular day but asking for DVDs 
of the two presentations. Two digital video 
cameras recorded Mr. Rhodes and, after 
some editing, will be available for those 
interested in the British Isles.

We were grateful that Mr. Rhodes was 
willing to fit this meeting into his busy 

schedule. As senior pastor for Ghana he 
occasionally passes through London. He 
is also a senior writer for The Good News 
and World News and Prophecy. 

Prior to the 3 p.m. Good News meeting, 
the London Central congregation enjoyed 
a 1 p.m. service at which a number of visi-
tors were present.  UN

Peter Hawkins is pastor of the London 
Central congregation.

63 Attend London Good News Seminars

Melvin Rhodes gives seminar Jan. 19
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■ United Youth Corps 
volunteers Matthew and Mary 
Ann Bates were chosen to 
serve in Jordan, continuing 
a long tradition of service by 
Church of God members 
in the Hashemite Kingdom. 
Here is their report halfway 
through their project.
by Matthew & Mary Ann Bates

At the invitation of Princess Sarvath al 
Hassan, a 10-month United Youth Corps 
project teaching at the Amman Baccalau-
reate School in Jordan began last August. 
We were chosen as the first participants, 
and so soon after our wedding in Ohio, we 
were on a plane to exotic Amman.

First Impressions
When we first stepped off the plane in 

Amman we knew we were in for an excit-
ing year, one way or another. Forgetting to 
check the time at the airport, we faced our 
first challenge later that night when we set 
our alarm to wake up in time for the bus 
and training the next morning. 

“Is it GMT +1 or +2?” 
“Do they use daylight saving time?”
The prayer call at 4:30 a.m. ensured we 

didn’t sleep too late. Once the sun rose, 
we went outside to ask local construc-
tion workers the time. They didn’t speak 
English, but we were able to ask, using 
our fingers, if it was 6 o’clock or 7 o’clock. 
They responded in Arabic and held up six 
fingers. Good, we were an hour off, but 
had our answer. 

Ah, but not so fast. Now, one of the men 
was trying to elaborate and drew a “7” on 

his hand. Definitely six fingers, definitely 
the numeral seven. Which should we 
believe? Several days later we discovered 
that the Arabic numeral six looks almost 
identical to the English numeral seven.

Daily Life
Many conversations and a few Arabic 

lessons later, we have settled into a nice 
routine of teaching, tutoring and planning 
for the summer Youth Corps project. Our 
main duties here in Jordan are as full-time 
teachers at the Amman Baccalaureate 
School (ABS), or, in Arabic, Madrasah 
Baccalaurea. 

Matthew teaches ninth and 10th grade 
mathematics, and Mary Ann teaches Eng-
lish subjects for grade two. Extracurricular 
activities, like a gardening club and a Lego 
robotics team, keep us busy too.

ABS is well respected as one of the 
premier educational institutions in Jordan, 
and many of the students come from fami-
lies that lead Jordan’s business, economic, 
political and social sectors. 

As a result, we see our daily interac-
tions with the students here as important 
steps in giving the future leaders of Jordan 
a positive connection with young Chris-
tians from the United States through one-
on-one interaction. 

We have also started teaching evening 
English classes in Mahata, an area of town 
characterized more by plastic and tin roofs 
than by the Porsche and Mercedes SUVs 
of West Amman. Our group of students 
at the Osama community center includes 
poorer Palestinian-Jordanians and Iraqi 
refugees whose families came to Jordan a 
number of years ago on temporary visas 
and never left. This puts them in difficult 
positions in terms of mobility and future 
employment. 

Our interactions with people from both 
sides of Amman give a personal face to 
the complex culture and politics of the 
region.

Cultural and Religious 
Impressions

Even living here for a few months has 
altered some of our perceptions about 
this part of the world. After having had a 
chance to interact with so many different 
types of people, it is now easy to appreci-
ate the diversity that exists within Jordan’s 
communities. The people here are rich and 
poor, selfless and greedy, tall and short, 
conservative and relaxed, Spartan and 
material—just as they are back home. 

In general, though, the Muslim com-
munity we interact with here in Amman 
(which is more westernized than many 
other parts of the Arab world) is much 
more focused on issues related to family 
and religion than the average guy on the 
street in the United States. 

We have been shown tremendous 
hospitality and have truly been treated as 
friends and brothers. It is a pity so much of 
the world only sees the extremists gener-
ating the sensational news on TV and not 
the simple goat herder whose only English 
words are “Drink tea?” or the older Pales-
tinian couple who welcomed us into their 
home and talked for two hours after we 
had waved from the sidewalk.

When we first arrived, the statistic that 
95 percent of Jordanians are Muslim led 
us to predict a high level of uniformity in 
behavior, dress and beliefs. Since then, we 
have noticed more tolerance for personal 
choice and variation in interpretations of 
the Koran than we had imagined. 

For example, in some parts of the 
city, most women wear the hijab (a scarf 

wrapped around the head and 
neck, leaving the face exposed), 
while in others, many women 
wear no head covering at all. 
While proselytizing in Jor-
dan is strictly forbidden, the 
country’s Christian minority is 
allowed to express itself freely. 

Last fall, during Ramadan, 
we were careful not to eat in 
public in the daytime, out of 
respect for our thirsty and hun-
gry neighbors. Multiple times 
during the month, though, in 
the homes of people we met, 
we were served food and drink 
by those who were fasting. 

On more than one occa-
sion, this occurred not too long 
before sunset, when the break-
fast they had eaten at 4 a.m. 
was long gone. Despite our protests, they 
made tea and served us the best of their 
baklava and dates, while touching nothing 
themselves. And this happened even at the 
home of our most religiously conservative 
friends.

We also appreciate that Muslims don’t 
eat pork, so following the biblical dietary 
laws here requires less continual vigilance 
than it had in the United States or Europe. 
Pork products are sold, as is alcohol, for 
the Christian minority, but only in a few 
small specialty shops disconnected from 
the local supermarkets. Shortly after arriv-
ing, we ceremoniously ordered our first 
clean pepperoni pizza at, you guessed it, 
Little Caesar’s. 

Living in such a religious society, it is 
common to see cars parked three or four 
deep outside the local mosque during the 
time of Friday prayers. The main road 
through the downtown souks (markets) is 

also blocked off by the police during this 
time, when the crowds from the King Hus-
sein Mosque spill out the doors, across the 
sidewalk and into the streets. 

Prayer is not meant to be showy, but 
it is also not specifically hidden. It is not 
uncommon to find people rolling out their 
prayer rugs behind their desks or even 
beside the road, in plain view. 

We enjoy the daily challenge of teach-
ing spelling patterns or geometrical theo-
rems at ABS. In our free time, we like to 
ride the public buses to different wadis 
(canyons) or ruins and then explore the 
country by hiking. 

Whether in the classroom or on foot, 
our goal is to discover as much of the local 
culture as we can and to share our perspec-
tives with the Jordanian people as unoffi-
cial ambassadors.  UN

For information on the summer Jordan/
Israel project, see page 16.

Jordan Project: Couple Teaching in Amman

Mary Ann and Matthew Bates pose in front of 
the Amman Baccalaureate School in Jordan, 
where they are teaching as part of a 10-
month project (photo by Doug Horchak)

from Singapore, with various skill lev-
els from total beginner to more expe-
rienced, ready to tackle the challenge 
of an intense week of rock climbing. 
Climbers were responsible for all 
aspects of the camp experience, includ-
ing daily meal preparation, equipment 
checks, fire building and the coordina-
tion of Sabbath services. 

By integrating young adults into 
these leadership and service roles, the 
Challenger II program helps develop a 
collaborative and cooperative environ-
ment where all individuals are interde-
pendent both on and off the rocks.

So how does rock climbing relate 
to spiritual development? Camp direc-
tor James Capó, who also pastors the 
Tucson and Sierra Vista, Arizona, and 
El Paso, Texas, congregations, said, 
“Climbing is an excellent parallel of 
our Christian calling because of all the 
spiritual lessons you can learn.” 

After a spiritual “compass check” 
each morning, climbers participated in 
“ground school,” where they learned 
basic climbing skills such as how to use 
different holds, build anchors, belay 
other climbers, lead climb and perform 
daily equipment checks. 

Instruction in these techniques 
helped participants relate their physi-

cal experiences to their Christian walk. 
Before you begin to climb, you must 
make sure your equipment is safe and 
that the anchor is absolutely secure in 
the rock face. Likewise in our Christian 
calling, we must firmly anchor our-
selves in God’s Word in order to build 
a strong foundation on the rock of His 
truth (Luke 6:48). Actually trusting 
your physical welfare to a solid anchor 
when climbing makes the point about 
needing to be solidly grounded spiritu-
ally quite real.

Each climb is like a new problem 
waiting to be solved, with multiple 
ways to advance depending on the 
approach you take. Similarly in life, we 
face many trials and challenges that we 
must endure and overcome, while rely-
ing on God to direct our path (Proverbs 
3:5-6). When climbing, the goal is to 
find secure hand and foot holds as you 
push your physical limits to reach the 
top of the climb. 

Participants experience a multitude 
of emotions when climbing because the 
path up the rock is not always obvious, 
with some holds and positions being 
more comfortable and secure while oth-
ers may work only long enough to help 
you advance to the next move.

After climbing a 73-foot granite rock 
face, participant Elainea Spivey com-
mented, “There were times when I was 
very comfortable and didn’t want to 

move to a less secure place on the rock, 
but my belayer kept encouraging me to 
step out on the face. Even though I was 
scared, I placed my trust in his advice 
and was able to step outside my com-
fort zone and complete the climb.” This 
illustrates how the next move in climb-
ing, or in life, often requires an element 
of risk combined with a strong faith in 
order to move forward (Matthew 25:14-
29).

Yong Jui Jin, a participant from Sin-
gapore, said that finding a “bomber” 
(a big, comfortable hold on the rock) 
makes you so happy. It’s like God’s 
obvious deliverance and help in life. You 
feel like you want to stay right there. But 
then you realize that in order to advance, 
“you have to leave the bomber” and 
move on. It takes courage and faith, but 
you know God is with you.

Participants also had the opportu-
nity to belay, learning how to manage 
the climbing rope from the ground 
in order to keep advancing climbers 
safe. Belayers carry the most respon-
sibility because the life of the climber 
rests in their hands. Similarly, God is 
constantly holding our spiritual belay 
rope, providing the gift of His Holy 
Spirit to give us support as we con-
tinue to press on toward our upward 
call (Philippians 3:12-14). Learning 
how to belay increased our sense of 
responsibility to each other as well as 

trust within the group, allowing par-
ticipants to build even stronger rela-
tionships.

Reflecting on the day’s experiences 
around a roaring campfire each night, 
stories of growth and accomplishment 
were shared, in addition to admitting 
instances of challenge and defeat. This 
fellowship time allowed participants to 
process their daily struggles and suc-
cesses in order to relate the lessons they 
learned on the rocks to their own spiri-
tual growth and leadership responsibili-
ties as part of God’s Church. 

Mark Mickelson, who serves the 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho/Spokane, Wash-
ington, and other congregations in the 
United States and Nigeria and is an 
experienced mountaineer, shared that 
he enjoys serving in the Challenger II 
program because it is an “opportunity 
to interact with young adults who are 
highly motivated as they continue to 
dedicate themselves to God’s work.”

In this mountain environment, 
the true challenge of Challenger II is 
brought to life: accept the responsibil-
ity and the obligation of service, com-
mit to personal preparation and growth 
required for a life of service, have the 
courage to overcome obstacles, and 
experience the joy and satisfaction of 
living God’s way of life. The idea that 
“leadership is not an office; leadership 
is influence”—a positive influence for 

good—was learned through the Chal-
lenger II experience.

“I hope that participants will use 
their experiences this week as a catalyst 
for their Christian calling and growth 
as they continue climbing on toward 
God’s Kingdom and our ultimate pur-
pose,” said Mr. Capó. Yong Jui Jin said, 
“This program has helped me build new 
friendships with American brethren and 
has increased my faith to show me a 
greater sense of what I am striving for 
as I follow God’s way.” 

After returning home, participants 
will be responsible for creating indi-
vidual development plans in which they 
will apply their experiences and lessons 
learned at camp to service projects in 
their local areas that focus on a specific 
element of leadership. Past projects 
include creating a personal visiting pro-
gram, leading Sabbath school classes, 
organizing congregational activities 
and/or fundraisers, and developing 
women’s groups.

A follow-up teleconference with 
all participants will be scheduled to 
give everyone a chance to report back 
to the group about their projects. As 
we continue to grow together in god-
ly leadership, we are certain that the 
bonds of love and camaraderie shared 
at camp will only serve to strengthen 
our roles within the Body (Ephesians 
4:15-16).  UN

“Challenger II,” continued from 
page 1
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This year’s summer camp in Austra-
lia will probably be best remembered 
as one that broke records! We had: the 
highest number of campers, the coolest 
weather, the highest number of interna-
tional visitors (from New Zealand, the 
United States and South Africa), the 
largest number of sprained ankles and 
the best time!

This year 67 campers and 21 staff 
members took part in a variety of activi-
ties—from archery to speedball and 
crafts to Christian Living, all campers 
participated with enthusiasm and cama-
raderie. “I’ve been to many camps over 
the years, and the concept of teams com-
prising boys and girls doing all activities 
together is an outstanding idea that I had 
not seen before,” said first-time staff 
member Scott Jennings.

Bruce Dean, camp director, and his 
assistant camp director, Stephen Clark, 
both ensured that all activities ran like 
clockwork. From the first day to the last, 
campers were “run off their feet” with a 
real variety of things to do. In the evenings, 
a number of activities were offered, rang-
ing from dancing and speeches to limer-
ick writing and open Q&A sessions.

“I look forward to this every year. 
Camp is simply awesome,” said Shana 

(rhymes with banana) Hes-
lin. 

New Zealand team leader 
James Moore said, “I don’t 
have much opportunity to 
spend time with people in the 
Church; apart from the Feast 
of Tabernacles, summer camp 
is the only time I have. I look 
forward to it every year.”

Once again, the generosity 
of brethren in donating funds 
so that campers could attend 
camp is deeply appreciated. 
Without these donations, 
the opportunity for campers 
to live, laugh and learn with 
their fellow teens would not 
have been possible.

Mr. Dean said, “This was 
the best camp ever. The atti-
tudes of the campers and staff 
were excellent. I’ve waited 
12 years to have a campfire 
and sing-along. This year 
we were finally able to have 
one!” What a great night it was—singing 
hymns under the stars around a roaring 
campfire accompanied by Rony John on 
guitar.

Our focus for the Christian Living 

classes (which were held each morn-
ing from 8:15 to 9 a.m.) was the 
application of the Seven Habits of 
Highly Effective Teens as they relat-
ed to “Seeking First the Kingdom of 

God.” We pray that God will help our 
young people to remember what they 
were taught and bring the positive and 
uplifting spirit of camp back to their 
local church areas.

Like Shana, we’re already counting 
down the days till next year!

Scott Jennings

by Victor Kubik

In one of our longer trips lasting 27 
days from Dec. 16, 2007, to Jan. 11, 
2008, my wife, Beverly, and I visited 
22 individuals in Ukraine, Latvia, 
Estonia, Finland, Sweden and Nor-
way. 

In addition, we mailed out hun-
dreds of Good News magazines and 
Bible Study Course lessons in Esto-
nian and Russian from Estonia. We 
arranged for the printing of the new 
Swedish booklet What Is Your Desti-
ny? in Ukraine, looked for a possible 
venue for the Feast of Tabernacles in 
Sweden in 2009 and more. 

There is quite a bit of diversity in 
the area we serve, which includes 
Scandinavia, the Baltic Republics 
and Eastern Europe.

We visited Ukraine the first week 
of our trip and were joined by Dan 
and Cindy Harper who currently live 
in Cherbourg, France. For some time 
they had wanted to explore outreach 
possibilities in Ukraine, and this was 
the time to do it. 

We spent several days with the 
Street Children Program we have 
been helping in Vinogradov, Ukraine, 
since 2001. Dan and Cindy will be 
returning in June to help with a camp 
for the children and will teach Eng-
lish as a second language for which 
Cindy is qualified. 

On the Sabbath we visited and 
spoke in two Sabbatarian churches in 
Khust and Rokosovo as we have done 
for the past 15 years. 

The Sabbatarians have been gradu-
ally embracing the Holy Days, and last 
year was the first year that the Feast of 

Tabernacles was kept in Khust. Pastor 
Vasyl Mondich held all-day services 
on the first day of the Feast as well 
as the Last Great Day. On the other 
days evening services were held. This 

was a good start! A challenge in intro-
ducing the Holy Days was to educate 
people that these days are for Chris-
tians too, and that they center around 
Christ and what He has done and will 
do for mankind. 

We left Ukraine back through Hun-
gary and took as much printed litera-
ture as we could carry. It’s been diffi-
cult to ship the literature that we have 
printed in Ukraine to Estonia, so we 
use every opportunity to carry out as 
much we can. The four of us carried 
out about 150 pounds of booklets and 
Russian Bible Study Courses.

Latvia and Estonia
Bev and I continued on to Latvia 

where we spent parts of two days 
at the home of the Robert and Elita 
Schulz family. He is a Baptist pastor 
who has changed the day of worship 

for his congregation from Sunday to 
Saturday and is adopting the Holy 
Days. He and his family came to a few 

of our Feast of Tabernacles services 
in Estonia last fall. We discussed a lot 
about our beliefs and practices. 

On the second day of our visit three 
members of his church also came 
over, and we talked some more. 

Robert drove us 100 miles north to 
Tartu, Estonia, where we stayed about 

five days. There Johnnie Lambert, an 
elder from New York, has purchased 
an apartment as a base of operations 
for this part of the world. I visited pris-
oner Valdur Vesingi in prison. He has 
helped translate two booklets for us.

On to Scandinavia
We crossed the Baltic Sea by ferry 

and took a seven-hour train ride to Kemi 
in northern Finland where we visited 
Klogay and Margaret Doh. This was my 

fourth visit to the Doh 
family who resettled 
there three years ago 
from a Karen refugee 
camp in Thailand. 

The Scandinavian 
countries had been tak-
ing in refugees from a 
number of the camps, and 
three of these families are 
members of the United 
Church of God. They 

experienced a drastic change from the 
tropics to the arctic climate where it is 
dark and cold most of the winter. But 
they are grateful for the new life and to 
no longer be refugees. 

From Kemi we went on to Sweden 
and spent three days with UCG mem-
bers Paul and Kira Spenser. Here we 

had the special occasion of blessing 
their baby daughter, Viktoria. They 
invited their extended families, and 
we made the evening into a very spe-
cial event. We visited a possible site 
for the Feast of Tabernacles in 2009. 

For the Sabbath we continued on 
by train to the Gothenburg area on the 
west coast of Sweden and spent two 
nights with Bernt and Olga Saxin. On 
the Sabbath they invited three new 
people for a Bible study. 

Our last country was Norway. 
In Oslo we met a very interested 
young man who has come across 
our literature and is very commit-
ted to living God’s way. Our final 
two visits in Norway were the two 
other refugee families—the Tha 
Mweys in Trondheim and Monday 
Doh in Geilo. 

Everyone seemed to appreciate 
the visits and the boost of spirits 

they brought at this time of year. It 
gets lonely, as there are no churches 
because of the distances they all live 
from one another. They appreciate the 
communications from brethren in the 
United States and other parts of the 
world that help them stay connected. 

This summer we are planning 
an all-Nordic weekend somewhere 
between Oslo and Stockholm and 
hope that most of the families we 
visited can come for a Friday night 
through Sunday get-together.

The entire trip is blogged and can 
be seen through the UCG Web site at 
www.ucg.org/resources/blog.htm.  UN

Victor Kubik is senior pastor for 
Eastern Europe and Scaninavia, pastor 
of Lafayette and Terre Haute, Indiana, 
and a Council of Elders member.

Top, Monday Doh and her daughter, Elsa, in 
Norway; above, Svetlana and Vasyl Mondich, Dan 
and Cindy Harper and Bev Kubik in Ukraine; right, 
blessing of Viktoria Spenser in Sweden

Australian Summer Camp Breaks Records

Scenes from the Australian 
summer camp (photos by Heather 
Hirst and Scott Jennings)

Senior Pastor and His Wife Visit Ukraine, the Baltic Republics and Scandinavia
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by Tim Waddle

The cover letter for the United Youth 
Corps projects starts: “Do you want to 
make a positive difference in the world? 
Do you want to live the Christian principle 
of serving your brethren in the Church 
and setting an example of service for 
other people in the world? Do you want 
to experience the enriching education and 
adventure of international travel? Would 
you like to do all these things at the same 
time? If so, the United Youth Corps might 
be for you.” 

In December five United Church of 
God young adults lived up to these words. 
Becky Horchak, Beth Isaac, Jennifer Pen-
nington, Jeremy Hongerloot and Mat-
thew Kireilis traveled to East Africa and 
served as staff at the United Youth Camp 
in Kenya.

Camp started on Sunday, Dec. 9. We 
had 75 Kenyan teen campers and 15 
Kenyan volunteer staff together with the 
volunteers from America on the beautiful 
shores of Lake Naivasha for five days of 
intensive activities and education. 

Each day started with Christian Liv-
ing classes presented by Doug Horchak 
and Tim Waddle. Immediately after 
Christian Living the day’s activities 
began. The campers participated in vol-
leyball, soccer, ultimate Frisbee, bike 
riding, team building, hygiene class and 
journalism class.

All the meals were cooked at the camp-
site by some of the Kenyan Church mem-
bers. After dinner each evening everyone 

enjoyed sitting by a campfire discussing 
questions related to the morning’s Chris-
tian Living class.

The Youth Corp participants wrote jour-
nals about their experience and provided 
commentaries, which can be viewed on 
the United Youth Corps Web site (www.
ucgyouthcorps.org/). Excerpts are includ-
ed here:

Becky Horchak:
“‘You’re going to Africa?!’ This was 

the typical response from many people 
when they heard about my upcoming trip 
to Kenya. ‘And what are you going to be 
doing there?’ undoubtedly would be the 
next question. When I explained that I 
would be teaching swimming at a youth 
camp, the conversation would either end in 
‘Wow, what an experience!’ or ‘You must 
be crazy!’ 

“While most of my friends/family 
would most likely agree with the second 
response, I feel it is a little bit of both that 
makes me keep going to Africa. It’s a 
beautiful continent, with beautiful peo-
ple—but it is truly an out-of-the-ordinary 
experience. 

“However, while I am there it never 
feels life changing. It is what it is. The life 
changing comes when there are those few 
quiet moments to reflect on everything that 
has just taken place, and that’s when all the 
emotion and understanding of how great 
the whole trip was comes together.”

Jennifer Pennington:
“If you are thinking about applying for 

one of the Youth Corps projects, let me 
say, DO IT! Even if you have traveled 

the world, and have learned a lot, 
serving with the Youth Corps will 
teach you more. Not only about the 

world and how rich we in America are, but 
how desperately the whole world needs 
God and His Kingdom. 

“Not only do you develop bonds with 
the ministers and other young adults you 
travel with, but you gain an understanding 
and appreciation for other people and cul-
tures. When you see the news and all the 
bad that’s happening in other parts of the 
world, you can now understand and pray 
even more fervently for Jesus’ return.”

Jeremy Hongerloot:
“Traveling to a developing country is a 

very eye-opening experience. It gives one 
insight into conditions outside of our own 
nation. It can change one’s perspective on 
life. It certainly did for me when I traveled 
to the east African nation of Kenya. This 
trip with the Youth Corps taught me sev-
eral important lessons.”

Matthew Kireilis:
“My trip to Africa was one of the great-

est experiences of my 
life at the age of 31. 
I feel very fortunate 
to have been given a 
chance to serve others 
in God’s Church and 
to get to know the other 
Youth Corps members. 

I would highly recommend serving in 
the Youth Corps to anyone who would 
like to grow closer to God and build 
relationships with others. This is also a 
great way for God to work with you so 
that you can improve and grow.”

The contribution to Camp Kenya that 

the Youth Corps participants made was 
greatly appreciated by the teens at camp 
and by their fellow staff. As you meet these 
volunteers at the Feast or at the Winter 
Family Weekend or in their local congre-
gations, congratulate them on a job well 
done and ask them about the experiences 
they shared. We hope that others like them 
will also take advantage of this opportunity 
and volunteer to serve in a Youth Corps 
project like Camp Kenya!  UN

Tim Waddle is associate senior pas-
tor for East Africa, as well as pastor of 
Columbia and Cumberland, Maryland, 
and Lewistown, Pennsylvania.

Snow Greets Winter Camp Campers
Almost a foot of snow greeted camp-

ers at Winter Camp. Camp started Dec. 
27, 2007, and went through Jan. 1, 2008. 
Campers and staff traveled 
from 28 states. Many of 
them were from southern 
states and don’t often see 
snow. God truly blessed us 
with the physical environ-
ment we were praying for.

This year 74 camp-
ers enjoyed activities like 
cross-country skiing along 
quiet wooded trails, ice 
skating, snow football and 
broomball—a winter sport 
played on ice, similar to 
hockey. There was also an 
extreme survival activity, 
which taught elements of 
cold weather survival. 

Campers love the outdoor activi-
ties but need to get warm. So they 
also had indoor activities like volley-
ball, team challenge and dance. In 
dance class, they learned the swing 
and line dancing. 

Most campers come to camp 
for more than the fun and activities. 
We’re pleased each year to see so 
many writing that they’d like to be at 
camp to learn more about God’s way 
of life and have a better relationship 
with God. Activities provide a can-
vas for staff to create an environment 
where godly principles are taught 
and practiced. 

The theme of camp this year was “Div-
ing Into God’s Word.” One of our goals was 
for campers to leave camp with a greater 

understanding of God’s Word 
and a commitment to spend 
time reading the Bible. The 
spiritual instruction included 
morning Compass Checks, 
leadership training, ques-
tion-and-answer sessions, 
life skills class and Sabbath 
services and a seminar. 

We’re always appreciative 
of the ministers and wives 
who take time to teach at 
camp. This year they includ-
ed Gary and Gale Black, 

Dan Dowd, Larry Greider, Scott and 
Monica Lord and Randy Stiver.

This year there were 41 staff mem-
bers who volunteered to serve the 
campers. Many of the staff have been 
campers before. It’s wonderful to see 
our youth mature to a place they can 
help teach and serve the next gen-
eration. God certainly blessed us with an 
outstanding staff. These young people are 
enthusiastic about being part of the work 
of God’s Church. 

Campers were excited about their camp 
experience. Some comments include: 

“This camp is amazing. There’s not too 
many people, so you get to know or talk to 
almost everyone.”

“My favorite Winter Camp yet!” 
“This has been a truly amazing experi-

ence.” 
“I learned that I need to have daily Bible 

study. I knew this before, but never really 
took it seriously. Now I do.” 

It was wonderful to see so many camp-
ers setting the goal that after camp they 
want to begin reading a chapter of Prov-
erbs every day.

If you are interested in attending camp 
next winter, you’ll find more information 
in the United Youth Camps Magazine, 
due to be sent to households in the United 
States and Canada in late February.

Gary Black

Snow and the Scriptures played a big part in Winter Camp 
this year. Right, campers take part in an extreme survival 
skills activity 

United Youth Corps Volunteers Serve at Camp Kenya

Kenya campers; hippo warning sign

Where We Learn to Live With Each Other
United Youth Camp 2007 in Kenya was a wonderful event. For my part it was 

challenging yet a fun-filled experience. This is because it was my first time to attend 
the camp as well as to be a counselor. My naïveté was, however, overcome by verbal 
therapy and tips from the experienced. Thus, I was “ready to go.”

The event was a blessing to me as it set my mind free from the day-to-day worries. 
The environment was soothing with a peaceful aura.

Furthermore I experienced serenity by being away from TV, stereo and traffic, 
which is common where I come from.

The theme was about relationships with both man and God, and the camp per-
fected it. I had 11 teenage male campers under my supervision. Their names were 
easy to master, but working with them gave me a deeper insight of who they are.

The activities were balanced. Soccer, volleyball and ultimate Frisbee were ener-
getic. Some activities, like sewing and Christian Living classes, demanded concentra-
tion. Activities like hygiene and campus improvement exposed our level of commit-
ment. Unity and cooperation made activities such as team building and kitchen less 
time consuming and more fun.

Finally, the staff members, both local and international, were kind, patient and 
accommodating. I thank them all and give glory to God for making it a success.

Teddy Isaac Chiriswa, Nairobi, Kenya
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Subscriber 
Development Letter 
Offers Bible Study 
Course to 200,000

Most of our Bible Study Course enrollees 
come from an annual letter sent to portions of 
our Good News subscriber file. In December we 
mailed a letter offering the lessons to 200,000 
Good News subscribers, from which we expect 
to gain about 17,000 to 20,000 new Bible Study 
Course students. 

Rather than send the offer to our entire Good 
News mailing list, for financial efficiency we 
send the letter to only those portions of the list 
that are more likely to respond better—cowork-
ers and donors, subscribers who have requested 
booklets, subscribers who have renewed, etc. 

This is the seventh time we have sent such a let-
ter, and typically 9 to 10 percent of those receiving 
it will sign up for the Bible Study Course.

2007 Shows 
Encouraging Growth

In most categories of our public proclama-
tion efforts, we were blessed throughout the 

2007 calendar year with encouraging statistics. 
Please see the accompanying graphs that illus-
trate the upward trends and key figures.

• World News and Prophecy continues to 
increase in circulation each issue. Total fig-

ures at the end of 2007 showed over 51,000 per 
issue, an 18 percent increase over December of 
2006.

• Vertical Thought has a print run of 23,250 
at present, our highest so far.

• Monthly visitors to our frontline Good News 
magazine Web site at gnmagazine.org continue to 
increase each month. In December 2007 we had 
197,681 visitors to the site, compared to 157,036 at 
the same time last year—a 20 percent increase, and a 
124 percent increase over two years ago. The Church 
has 11 official Web sites at present that represent our 
publications, projects and member needs.

Millions of Pieces Mailed
The home office outgoing-mail staff is to be 

highly commended for the number of pieces of 
literature sent out each week! Janet Treadway 

and two part-time employees, plus many ABC 
student and member volunteers, mailed out 
more than half a million pieces during 2007! 

As you can see from the graph, 2.8 million pieces 
have been mailed from 2002 through 2007. Please 
note, this is in addition to the millions of pieces 
mailed directly by our printing vendors each month 
to subscribers of The Good News, United News, 
World News and Prophecy and Vertical Thought.

Interested in Sponsoring 
Beyond Today on Cable-
Access TV?

As you may know, our 28½-minute Beyond 
Today weekly television programs are produced 
at the home office. Programs cover a variety of 
topics, including biblical doctrines, prophecy, 
world news, marriage and family life, social 
issues and other important subjects. 

The Good News magazine and a topic-related 
booklet are advertised on each program. Viewers 
use our toll-free telephone number or visit our Web 
site to request literature. Programs are designed as 
an educational service in the public interest.

Currently 149 U.S. Church members are 
placing our programs on 183 public-access 
cable television channels in the United States. 

If you are interested in joining them in sponsoring 
Beyond Today in your community, you are invited to 
call John LaBissoniere toll free at (888) 369-9940 or 
e-mail him at john_labissoniere@ucg.org.
Contributors: Scott Ashley, Peter Eddington 
and John LaBissoniere

News
At a GlanceMedia

Home office literature fulfillment, 2002-2007

World News and Prophecy circulation, 
December issues

More Members Share Baptism Stories: A Monstrous Decision
I was a career soldier stationed in El 

Paso, Texas, around 1960. My entire adult 
life was void of religion and church until I 
heard the voice of Mr. Herbert Armstrong 
on XELO radio.

Confused, it led me to seek clarification 
of what I had heard from a local minister. In 
the discussion I mentioned Mr. Armstrong’s 
name, and in unison both he and his wife 
shot straight into the air from their seats 
shouting, “Heretic!” I was shocked, but it 

certainly inspired further investigation.
After much study and counsel, I 

requested to join the Radio Church of God. 
However, I was jolted by their answer: It 
was necessary to leave the military service. 
It was a monstrous decision, but with con-
viction I requested discharge as a consci-
entious objector and was released after two 
months with 16 years of service.

After discharge I intended to go by 
bus to Church headquarters in Pasadena, 

California, for baptism. I went to the bus 
station, and as I walked through the door 
I was surprisingly called to the phone. My 
brother-in-law called from California to 
inform me of a disaster at home, and told 
me to go there immediately. However, a 
confirmation call proved it to be a false 
alarm. My brother-in-law had no knowl-
edge of my discharge, my plans or where I 
would be that day, but he had dialed the bus 
station, as he said, “on a hunch.”

Then a bad case of hemorrhoids devel-
oped suddenly, and the thought of sitting 
on a long bumpy trip seemed too difficult, 
but I made the decision to go anyway.

I arrived in Pasadena in pain. During the 
counseling, with cigarettes poking out of 
my shirt pocket and the heavy odor, I’m 
sure it was obvious to the minister that I 
was a smoker. He informed me that to be 
a member I could not smoke. It was a life-
long habit, and had I known that, I might 

not have made this decision. I tossed the 
cigarettes and was baptized and received 
the Spirit of God. Then a second miracle 
occurred—God took the smoking habit 
away that day, and I never smoked again.

Oh, yes, and the hemorrhoids were 
immediately cured as well, with many 
more miracles to follow over the years of 
faithfulness. Praise God.

Jack Campbell
Kalamazoo, Michigan, congregation

I would ever use. The thing I didn’t 
know was the questions that Mr. Col-
mes might ask.

I asked the producer what kind of 
questions Mr. Colmes might ask me 
about Christmas. He said he didn’t 
know except it would be about the his-
tory of Christmas, about my articles 
on Christmas, which they had already 
read, and that the interview would be 
conducted in conversational style. He 
also reassured me that he didn’t expect 
it to be confrontational.

Sleepless in Alabama
I had difficulty going to sleep that 

night, and after I did, I had difficulty 
staying asleep. I awoke early. I kept 

rehearsing potential questions in my 
mind and the answers that might make 
sense and be of help to the listeners. 

I prayed a lot about the interview. 
I printed and reread the articles I had 
written about Christmas in the 2000, 
2002, 2005 and 2007 issues of The 
Good News magazine, since those 
articles got their attention and were the 
specific articles they read. 

Then I created some talking points 
that I felt might be relevant to the inter-
view. I also formulated some possible 
questions and prepared short answers 
to them. Immediately in front of me, 
I had a note written that read, “This 
is not about you. This is about God, 
Christ and His Church.” That helped 
keep me focused.

Prayers Helped
Some of you listened to the subse-

quent interview. I appreciated the very 

positive calls that we received during the 
program. I prayed that God would give 
me the answers that He would want me 
to give. I know that the prayers of the 
brethren helped a lot. 

The interview lasted for 26 minutes, 
but it was only scheduled for about 10 
minutes originally. They changed their 
time allowance because the program 
was going well. 

Since that interview, the senior pro-
ducer of the show has indicated they 
would keep in touch; he said it was “a 
fascinating interview.”

I’ve received about 150 positive e-
mails from all over the world and doz-
ens of encouraging phone calls. They 
were terrific; I thank you for them! 
Some few e-mails came from people 
outside United who read our litera-

ture, and a few from outside the United 
States. 

Many of the e-mail messages said 
they appreciated the noncondemning 
and noncompromising approach, such 
as when I responded, “We present the 
Bible facts; they decide.” It came to 
me that Mr. Colmes might appreciate a 
variation on their Fox News slogan.

I was grateful that Mr. Colmes permit-
ted me to point listeners to www.ucg.org, 
www.gnmagazine.org and our booklet 
on holidays and Holy Days. He also gave 
permission for us to add the interview to 
our www.gnmagazine.org Web site. 

It’s exciting to see how God opens 
doors in unexpected ways. For my 
part, I give the credit to God for the 
interview and its potential impact (Isa-
iah 55:11).  UN

File photo of Jerold Aust in the home 
office radio studio (photo by Peter 
Eddington)

“Colmes,” continued from page 1

Vertical Thought print run, January-March issues

Visitors to gnmagazine.org, December of year

this will obviously require a full aca-
demic year, but it will provide much 
more value to grow spiritually and in 
godly character. 

The new schedule will begin in early 
September 2008 and end in late May 
2009. Since the current ABC year will 
end in mid-August 2008, it will be a 
quick turn around to bring new stu-
dents in and begin the new academic 

year right after the U.S, Labor Day 
weekend.

We do not plan any tuition 
increase for this expanded pro-
gram, but students will continue 
to provide for their own living 

expenses. Those of any age may 
apply for ABC—biblical education 
and character training are not just 
for our young adults.

If you would like to attend the new 
expanded ABC program in the fall of 

2008, please send your application 
to ABC soon to reserve a spot. The 
class will be limited to 60 students at 
our home office in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Applications are available online at 
abc.ucg.org.  UN

“ABC,” continued from page 1
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Valley Times Are Profitable Times
■ When we are in the depths 
of a trial, it’s hard to see any 
benefits or opportunities. But 
in my trial David showed 
me a different way to look at 
“the valley of the shadow of 
death.”
by Stuart Segall

Every now and then, I have to get an 
MRI done to check for changes in an 
unwanted alien (tumor) inside my head. I 
slide in the narrow cylinder like a human 
cannon ball. The process is long, really 
noisy (it sounds like a bunch of chimps 
pounding away with hammers on the 
outside of my cannon—and laughing too) 
and gives me a bit of claustrophobia.

One of the main things that gets me 
through it without going crazy is slowly 
rehearsing David’s Psalm 23 and praying 
in tremendous detail about every aspect 
of it.

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. He makes me to lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me beside the still 
waters. He restores my soul; He leads 

me in the paths of righteousness for His 
name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod 
and Your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 
23:1-4).

In the Bible, valleys can symbolize 
periods of hardship and suffering. David 
evokes a particularly dangerous and pain-
ful image by referring to “the valley of the 
shadow of death” (verse 4). In the midst 
of a psalm meant to provide comfort and 
assurance is a cold reminder that spiritual 
valleys are inevitable. And believe me, 
I realize my valley right now is peanuts 
compared to what many readers might be 
going through at this moment. 

But if we fly through the psalm like I 
often did in my youth, we read only of 
green pastures and quiet waters, and miss 
the heart of Psalm 23 and a really big point 
about the Christian life.

A Promise
The valley verse contains a promise 

not found among the lovely first lines. 
In hardship, we discover “You are with 
me” (verse 4). God’s unflinching pres-
ence becomes most obvious to us when 
we are vulnerable. And along with our 

experience of His assurance and comfort 
comes the understanding that the Lord 
goes with us daily—even into the depths 
of our despair. 

When people do not recognize His 
constancy, they turn to other coping meth-
ods, such as endless chatter, rehearsing 
and processing, distractions or burying 
themselves in work. However, when we 
are filled instead with the understanding 
that God holds us close to Him no matter 
how deep or wide our “valley” is, we can 
release fear and endure suffering.

The Good Shepherd
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus protects 

and guides His lambs through trials. Even 
in these low places, we cannot be snatched 
from Him (John 10:29). His rod beats away 
predators trying to drag away or take out 
one of the flock. And His staff’s crooked 
neck pulls a wandering sheep back from 
the cliff’s edge—out of harm’s way.

When we are in a dark valley (or a long 
cylinder), God may be our only comfort. 
But we can take heart because He’s always 
there—our Shepherd never forsakes His 
beloved lambs. When I say the “only com-
fort,” He is the real comfort and the only 
one that can really do something about it.

Psalm 23 concludes: “You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my 
cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life; and 
I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for-
ever” (verses 5-6).

Maturing Spiritually
People rarely think of suffering as prof-

itable. But when facing the difficulty and 
pain of a valley experience, we mature 
spiritually—it is His way of “growing kids 
God’s way.” We make discoveries about 
ourselves when trials peel away any facade 
we might typically display and instead 
expose who we truly are. 

As our life is for a time shaken, we 
learn what forms our faith: the Scriptures 
or opinion. Consequently, valley experi-
ences reveal priorities, spiritual crutches 
and whether we boast of Christ or our 
own strength. God’s purpose is to use the 
spiritual crowbar to pry away everything 
we depend on until nothing competes with 
our Lord and Master’s reign in our lives.

Crutches, rhetoric and bravado are to be 
replaced by a real dependence upon God. 
We are encouraged to recall that He pro-
vides for our needs—“prepare[s] a table 

for me in the presence of my enemies”—
and heals our wounds—“anoint[s] my 
head with oil” (verse 5). 

A good shepherd rubbed oil onto the 
scrapes his sheep received. In that way, 
healing began before the animal left the 
valley floor. As a result of relying on our 
Shepherd, we experience renewed intima-
cy and a sense of inner peace that sustains 
us through the challenge and beyond.

God’s children can profit from pain 
only by accepting the Father’s work in the 
valleys. Fighting or crying for a way out 
gains us nothing, I’ve found. Accepting 
means asking the Lord a few big questions 
and requests: What is Your goal for me this 
time? Please help me not to squander the 
opportunity.

As I told Him, “Well, you have my 
complete attention. How am I to respond 
so I can make good on this opportunity?”

I just did not want to waste His time! 
Whatever the Lord’s response, our next 
step is submitting ourselves and all we 
have to Him with the knowledge that our 
valley is really a gateway to His purpose 
and our profit.  UN

Stuart Segall is the pastor of the Cres-
cent City, Eureka and Red Bluff, Califor-
nia, congregations. 
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■ A young girl’s fear of horses 
reminded me of our Christian 
struggle with fear.
by Angie Wilson

I was helping a young rider tighten her 
horse’s girth at a 4-H horse camp when a 
small voice behind me asked, “Will you 
walk alongside my horse? He’s jumpy 
today.”

As I turned around, I expected to see a 
horse prancing sideways. Instead, I saw 
a young girl timidly holding the reins of 
a well-behaved, but somewhat fidgety, 
horse.

I immediately knew what the problem 
was. The girl was afraid of the horse and 
the horse was responding to that fear by 
acting “jumpy.”

Over the next few days, I showed the 
girl how to ride in synch with her horse’s 
natural motion, rather than brace against 
it.

I stayed at her side—encouraging her, 
instructing her. My goal for her was simple. 
By the end of camp, I wanted her to trot her 
horse once around the arena without me 
walking alongside. But in order to do that, 
she would have to put her confidence in 
me, trusting that I knew what I was doing 
and that the results would be positive.

She tried, but in the end, she allowed her 
fears to hold her back. She was never in 
any danger, but she was so convinced that 
her horse might run away with her, that she 
couldn’t step out in faith to trust that I knew 

what I was doing.
I wonder, as Christians, how many 

times do we allow our fears to stand in the 
way of our reaching the spiritual goals that 
God has set for us? How many times has 
God walked alongside us, telling us, “Yes, 
you can do it!” but we have blocked His 
efforts to help us by allowing our fears to 
prevail?

Killers of Confidence
Worry, fear and doubt are the top killers 

of confidence and faith. Negative thinking 
is a source of fear, and it leads to a lack of 
courage and faith.

In Numbers 13 and 14, the Bible tells 
what happened to one group of people 
who allowed fear to prevail. Their fears 
kept them—and most of their fellow coun-
trymen—from inheriting a land promised 
to them by God Himself!

The Israelites were standing at the 
threshold of the physical Promised Land. 
Just a short time before, they had been 
personally rescued by God Himself from 
a lifetime of slavery. They had been eye-
witnesses to God’s power as He destroyed 
their former captors—the mighty nation of 
Egypt!—in the Red Sea. Now, God was 
instructing them, through Moses, to select 
a leader from each tribe to check out the 
land He was giving them.

Those 12 leaders had every reason to be 
courageous in their quest. The God of the 
universe was walking with them, encour-
aging them.

Yet, when those leaders returned from 
their 40-day mission, only two of them 

came back with courageous enthusiasm 
and faith that God was with them. The 
other 10 saw only the obstacles. The peo-
ple were huge. The cities were fortified. 
They didn’t stand a chance! They would 
be destroyed!

Just as the girl at the 4-H horse camp 
couldn’t see past her fear to trust me to 
know what I was doing, the 10 Israelite 
leaders couldn’t see past their fears to trust 
that the very Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe knew what He was doing.

Unlike the girl at camp, however, the 
Israelites paid a far heavier price for their 
fear. Their fear was not merely falling off 
a runaway horse. They failed to put their 
faith in God and they spread their fear 
throughout the entire camp of Israel. For 
that, Israel was sentenced to wander in the 
wilderness for 40 years until all the adults 
over age 19—with the exceptions of Josh-
ua and Caleb—died!

Dealing With Worry and Fear
Worry is a natural human reaction that 

leads to fear, and sometimes there are rea-
sons to fear. But it’s how we deal with the 
fear that matters to God. Christians must 
be overcomers. We can change the way we 
think and stop worrying and being fearful 
by reading and believing God’s Word. 
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and of a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). Worry and fear do 
not reflect this “sound mind.”

When Queen Jezebel threatened to 
kill Elijah after he had killed the prophets 
of Baal, Elijah’s first reaction was to flee 

into the wilderness. Like the children 
of Israel, Elijah had just witnessed 
a great miracle from God. Fire had 
descended from heaven and consumed 
the drenched sacrifice as well as all the 
water surrounding the altar! But unlike 
the Israelites, Elijah overcame his fear 
with God’s encouragement and he 
went on to complete the mission that 
God had for him.

King David had reason to fear as he 
fled from first Saul and then later his own 
son Absalom, but he says of God in Psalm 
23:4, “Yea though I walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil; for You are with me; Your rod and 
Your staff, they comfort me.” David knew 
that by putting full confidence in God, he 
could overcome fear and go on to reach the 
goals that God had for him.

Even Christ’s own disciples feared for 
their lives during a severe storm at sea. 
They ran to Christ (who was on the boat 
with them) pleading, “Lord, save us! We 
are perishing!” (Matthew 8:24-27). To 
which Christ replied, “Why are you fear-
ful, O you of little faith?” When Christ 
calmed the storm before their eyes, they 
marveled.

God promised His people throughout 
the Bible that He would never leave them 
nor forsake them. In Deuteronomy 31:6, 
God says, “Be strong and of good courage, 
do not fear…the Lord your God, He is the 
One who goes with you. He will not leave 
you nor forsake you.” He repeats Himself 
in Joshua 1:5-7, 9 and 10:25 and again in 
Hebrews 13:5.

And He, by His unchanging nature, 
promises the same for His people today. 
But we must have the courage to step out 
in faith, trusting that He really is there as 
He says He is. 

Like the girl at the camp, we shouldn’t 
become so focused on our fear that our 
horse might run away with us that we for-
get that God is the one who is beside us, and 
that He knows what He is doing and how 
to help us. Like the Israelites, we shouldn’t 
focus on the big people and strong cities to 
the point that we lose sight of God’s prom-
ise to help fight our battles for us. And like 
Christ’s disciples, we shouldn’t fear the 
storms of this life because Christ is on the 
boat with us.

It takes a positive focus to overcome 
negative thinking. As Paul wrote to the 
Philippians, we should think about things 
that are true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of 
good report, virtuous and praiseworthy 
(4:8).

As God has repeatedly told His people 
down through the ages, take heart, take 
courage. He promises to be with us as 
He was with them, walking alongside us, 
encouraging us to reach the spiritual goals 
set before us.  UN

Fear and Faith
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■ Far too many in God’s 
Church have loneliness as 
their constant companion. 
What can we do about it?
by Ron Kelley

Singers sing songs about it, and 
poets write poems 
about it. Doctors write 
prescriptions to buy 
drugs to combat it. 
It can lead to love; it 
can lead to depression. 
When you have it, you 
want it to go away, but 
you find it keeps com-
ing back. 

We’re talking about 
loneliness.

Far too many mem-
bers of God’s Church 
have loneliness as their 
only constant and all too 
unwelcome companion. 
The Church of God con-
sists of many members 
who live alone, not by 
choice, but by the circumstances of 
their lives. 

For many people this leads to end-
less hours of sitting alone with only 
the constant annoying companion of 
boring television and endless com-

mercials for various drugs we should 
ask our doctor about.

Loneliness is not something we 
can allow to dominate our lives. The 
affects of loneliness are not positive, 
wholesome, uplifting and encourag-
ing. Instead, loneliness causes us to 
reflect on the self and the things that 
h a v e 

caused us 
to be lonely in the first place.

How Loneliness Hurts
Before we consider the solutions, 

let’s review what loneliness may be 
doing to us that is not healthy—either 
physically or spiritually.

Loneliness simply hurts. It’s a 
desire for human companionship. 
We need someone to share our good 
times and bad times, and to just be 
there to talk to. When this is simply 
not available, we begin to have feel-
ings of sadness. 

Perhaps we feel no one really cares 
about us and the feelings we have. 
Why isn’t anyone interested in what 
I am doing? Perhaps we have feelings 
of being worthless. 

When we are alone and unable or 
unwilling to be out among others, 
this can lead to periods of inactivity 
where we basically shut down. We 
watch TV, read or just sit and stare 
at the four walls. When this contin-
ues day after day, we may find our-
selves withdrawing from the world 
around us and focusing on our own 
cares, concerns and feelings. We can 
begin to fantasize about things that 
are not real or that have no value. 
We become totally wrapped up in 
the self.

Can we agree this is not the best 
situation to live in?

What Can We Do When 
We’re Lonely?

What can we do about it? Plenty.
First, realize you are not alone. 

There are many other people in God’s 
Church just like you who suffer with 
feelings of loneliness. You would be 
great friends if you only knew them, 
but you haven’t met so many of them 
yet! 

The key is found in something our 
teens and young adults have learned 
to do quite well. It’s called “network-
ing.” Those of us who are older might 
call it “keeping in touch with each 
other.” Wouldn’t it be great to be able 
to talk to some friends in the Church 
with situations exactly like yours? 
What about going to the mailbox and 
finding a letter from your new Church 
pen pal? 

And for those with real courage 
to learn something new, get a com-
puter (used ones are quite reasonable) 
and invite a Church teenager to your 
home to show you how to e-mail and 
send and receive instant messages! 
The computer can lead to loads of 
fun and enjoyment! 

Okay, if you can’t be talked into 
using a computer, then let’s revert 
back to something more simplis-
tic. How about the telephone? 
Wouldn’t it be fun to meet some 
other Church members who are 
just like you? 

For example, I recently visited one 
of our shut-in members. I discovered 
she loves poetry. I know another 
widow in the Church who lives in 
another part of the country who also 
loves poetry. I know these two indi-
viduals would love talking to each 
other, even though they’ve never met. 
Likely, they will become friends and 
call each other often. 

If you would love talking to other 
Church members who share your 
interests or just want someone new 

to talk to, why not ask your pastor if 
he could help put you in touch with 
someone?

Reach Out
Here’s the point. To combat loneli-

ness, we need to reach out to others 
and find ways to help someone else 
have a better day. If you are shut-in or 
live alone and face lonely days wish-
ing you had someone to talk to—take 
action! You can reach out to others 
via the computer, the telephone or 
the mail. 

Find new friends who just like you 
battle loneliness every day. Discuss 
things of mutual interest. Find out 
who is having trials in their area that 
you can pray for too. Send a card to 
someone to tell the person you are 
just thinking of him or her. Find a 
way to encourage, uplift and edify 
someone else who is just like you! 
We are all family! You are waiting 
for each other!  UN

Ron Kelley is pastor of the Ashe-
ville, Greensboro and Hickory, North 
Carolina, congregations.

Are You Lonely? Reach Out and Touch Someone!

To combat loneliness, we need to reach out to others and find ways to help someone else have a better day. 

Loving the Homebound
The following e-mail message demonstrates the dedication and the needs 

of our shut-in brethren.
This is a prayerful, heartfelt message. Please forgive me if I take a bit of extra 

time to write. I feel it’s necessary. I’ve asked my husband to pray along with me 
so I get the words and feelings expressed clearly.

My husband and I have been homebound from attending services since late 
June. The reason—his health challenges (two hospitalizations involved) and 
also my own driving limitations. He no longer drives. Living in a metropolitan 
area is not for the older, less agile drivers! 

My hope is that you somehow will be able to wear, for a little while anyway, 
the challenges of those of us who are in this situation and find a way to encour-
age all of your aging brethren with your love and concern. 

Aging challenges have truly been a great adjustment. Emotionally, I’ve suf-
fered intense feelings of guilt because we aren’t able to be where we’ve always 
felt God wanted us to be, a part of the physical group. His command, “Be there!” 
has been a part of our psyche for over 30 years. At this time, our physical weak-
nesses have placed us in a very challenging position. 

Our hearts are still filled with desire to stay focused on God’s way and con-
tinue to endure to the end! We’d hope that those of you who are still able to 
attend services will find a way to understand this. 

Those of us dealing with this change in our lives are not dropping out just 
waiting to die. Although, at times [it seems] death wouldn’t be such a bad thing. 
Pain of all kinds would be relieved. The resurrection is truly a much-looked-
forward-to event! Not only for the physically challenged but most of all for the 
whole world. We all understand that.

We were active members, with my being the pianist for several years along 
with both my husband and I serving, as we were able, in other ways. After his 
retirement we made the decision to move to this warmer climate primarily for 
health reasons. 

 We thank you all so very much for being of assistance with MP3s, DVDs, 
tapes, announcements and prayers. 

We do have contact with a few brethren we’ve met in this area. And we really 
appreciate their contact, as well as the budding friendships. With the challenges 
we’ve been dealing with, our homebound lifestyle is the best, at least for now. 

 I’m not sure just what I expect any of you to do with this message other than 
perhaps help and encourage others as aging challenges come to their house-
holds. We are mentally able to listen, learn and endure! Encouragement, no mat-
ter what age a member is, is definitely a plus. God loves us all and we KNOW 
it! The young need camps. The young adults need training to replace the older 
ones. And the aging need understanding.

Jerome (Jerry) and Dara Schneider, Fort Worth, Texas

Practicing Pure Religion: What the 
Rest of the Congregation Can Do

James 1:27 tells us: “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble.”

What can we do to help those who are lonely?
• Identify who they are in your church area. Ask your pastor about 

people who live alone, and especially those who are unable to attend ser-
vices.

• Introduce yourself with a card or letter. Make sure they know who you 
are and tell them that you care about them.

• Make a follow-up phone call. Ask how they are doing. Is there any-
thing you could do to help them? Would they like a visit?

• If they would like you to come, actually make the visit! Get to know 
them. Find out about their history. Most of our elderly members have 
fascinating stories to tell, and we could benefit greatly from hearing 
them.

• Titus 2 speaks of the responsibility of our elderly members to teach 
the younger generation. Give them the opportunity to do that! They have 
so much to teach, and we have so much to learn from them. 
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Will You Be a Spiritual Survivor?
■ Consider this 
fictionalized scenario of 
end-time events. How 
would we fare in these 
circumstances?
by John LaBissoniere

John and Jane Doe were mem-
bers of the Church of God. Along 
with their two children, they were a 
close-knit family. John worked as a 
shop foreman at a large manufactur-
ing facility. Jane worked part-time at 
a pet store. Although they had their 
usual share of trials and troubles, 
times were good for the Does. 

The family regularly attended 
weekly Sabbath services in their 
local congregation of about 75 
brethren. They often participated 
in church activities and looked for-
ward to the Holy Days, especially 
the Feast of Tabernacles.

John and Jane prayed and they 
read the Bible. They tried to keep 
God’s laws and be good examples to 
their children. As did most Church 
members, the Does kept up with 
world news and events. Although 
they knew there were many trouble 
spots around the globe, it appeared 
that major prophesied end-time 
events were not imminent.

Catastrophe
But then suddenly, the unexpect-

ed occurred! Abruptly and swiftly, 
simmering international tensions 
exploded on nearly every conti-
nent. Almost overnight in numerous 
countries, financial markets melted 
down, bringing economic catastro-
phe to millions. As fear and panic 
gripped the leaders and citizens of 
major world capitals, it wasn’t long 
before the growing crisis reached the 
shores of America.

Overseas orders for manufactured 
goods at John’s company began to 
rapidly plummet, forcing manage-
ment to initiate worker layoffs. John 
survived the cuts for a few weeks, 
but finally, after nearly 17 years of 
faithful service, his employment was 
terminated. The shock of this event 
severely jolted John and Jane.

Meanwhile, international eco-
nomic tensions continued to esca-
late. As a result, the U.S. economy 
began to falter. Numerous firms 
were forced to slow or cease opera-
tions. Thousands were thrown out of 
work. The resulting competition for 
employment made John’s efforts to 
seek a new job intensely harder.

Due to declining sales at the pet 
store, Jane lost her job. At that point 
John’s unemployment compensation 
simply became too little to maintain 
their former lifestyle. They were 
forced to apply for food stamps and 
other assistance.

Regular Sabbath services were 
ongoing, but the Does were attending 
less frequently. Attendance by other 
brethren was also noticeably declin-
ing as they too experienced financial 

troubles. As the days passed, John 
and Jane’s situation grew worse. 

“Where Is God?”
One day, frustrated and exasper-

ated, John said to Jane: “Why is 
God allowing us to go through this? 
Haven’t we been faithful to Him and 
His Church all these years? Why 
are we being punished? What have 
we done to deserve this condition? 
Where is God when we need Him? 
I simply don’t understand.” Jane 
agreed.

Economic circumstances through-
out the country were growing dire. 
Shortages of goods mounted, result-

ing in rapidly rising prices. Each 
day, more people lost their jobs and 
businesses closed. With millions 
terminated from employment, the 
economy plunged into depression. 
Lacking financial resources, many 
turned to illegal means to obtain 
goods and services. Break-ins, car-
jackings, assaults, thefts and murder 
became commonplace. Governors 
of many states were forced to call 
up the National Guard to help local 
police in dealing with the growing 
tide of lawlessness.

After months of a futile job search 
and constant financial pressure, 
John was unable to find work. As a 
result, the Does were compelled to 
abandon their house and mortgage 
and move in with Jane’s parents. 
Other Church families, constrained 
by their own difficult circumstances, 
made similar moves. Some families 
were doubling and even tripling up 
in relatives’ or other Church mem-
bers’ homes.

Product shortages throughout the 
country continued getting worse. 
Consumer goods grew scarcer as 
prices spiraled. Tensions mounted 
in cities and towns. State and local 
authorities were forced to quell riots 
with tear gas, water cannons and 
rubber bullets. As rumors spread that 
people were hording food and other 
goods, thefts and break-ins into pri-
vate homes became routine. 

The Does’ financial plight grew 
increasingly precarious. Although 
they had food to eat and a place 
to live, their lives were totally dif-
ferent than before. Gone were the 
happy, easy times. With their situ-
ation seemingly unbearable, John 
and Jane began feeling more and 
more as if God had abandoned them. 

Regretfully, they stopped attending 
Sabbath services and curtailed Bible 
study and prayer. 

They turned away from breth-
ren who tried to encourage them 
to remain faithful. Admonitions by 
their pastor and longtime friends in 
the Church to trust God fell on deaf 
ears. To the Does, God’s promises of 
help in times of trial seemed empty. 
Their love for Jesus Christ had 
grown cold. They discarded faith 
and abandoned God. 

Little did they know, however, that 
the worst was yet to come. And sad-
ly, they now faced it without a close 
relationship with God, leaving their 
spiritual survival in great peril.

* * *

Back to the Present
Certainly, this is a troubling pic-

ture. Here, formerly loyal members 
of the spiritual Body of Christ are 
overcome by gloom, hopelessness 
and despair. Although nothing could 
have been done to prevent the cata-
strophic economic events, could the 
spiritual outcome for our imaginary 
family in this potential scenario been 
different?

What if you and I faced something 
similar? If the world we know col-
lapses around us, would we stand 
strong or fall apart spiritually? 
What if circumstances dramatically 
changed and turned our present 
world on its head? Would we remain 
steadfast in faith or relinquish it in 
despondency? 

What can we do to guarantee that 
what happened to John and Jane 
won’t happen to us? Is there a way to 
survive spiritually even in the darkest 
times and under the most intense cir-
cumstances? It all begins with where 
we place our trust. On what do we 
depend? Do we trust in possessions, 
people, talent, ability or position? Or 
is our trust in Someone mightier and 
immensely more powerful? 

Spiritual Staying Power
Sadly, the Does did not have the 

spiritual staying power they thought 
they had. The outcome of their sto-
ry could have been different. They 
didn’t have to disintegrate spiritu-
ally. Perhaps having lived so well for 
so long spoiled them to the point that 
it seemed inconceivable they would 

be required to endure such intense 
conditions.

What about you and me? What 
would we do if we had to face some-
thing similar or even worse? What 
would it take for us to turn away 
from God and abandon His Church 
and our brethren?

Bible prophecy makes it clear 
that terrible events are relentlessly 
on the march toward the climax of 
the age of man. Unless repentance 
occurs, all humanity sits on the edge 

of disaster. In Matthew 24:21-22, 
Jesus Christ explained that the time 
before His return will be intensely 
chaotic and traumatic. How dreadful 
will it become? Christ said that if He 
didn’t return, no human being would 
be saved.

Perhaps these events won’t occur 
for a long time. But what if things 
changed suddenly? What if God 
allows us to be caught up in the 
maelstrom of end-time distress? 
Will we be spiritual survivors? I’m 
not referring to physical survival. 
Interestingly, the apostle Paul stated 
in Romans 14:8, “For if we live, we 
live to the Lord; and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. Therefore, whether we 
live or die, we are the Lord’s.” 

The point is not that our physical 
life is prolonged. Why? Because in 
the end our physical life and physical 
things won’t save us. Rather, what 
we most need now is a daily, con-
sistent, unswerving spiritual rela-
tionship with our Heavenly Father. 
Whatever is thrown at us physically 
should not, in the end, really mat-
ter because we are in pursuit of the 
spiritual goal—eternal life in the 
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33).

Spiritual Rewards
Our brave ancestors in the faith 

were able to look past the traumas 
of this life and concentrate on the 
rewards in the next. Hebrews 11:36-
37 says, “Still others had trial of 
mockings and scourgings, yes, and 
of chains and imprisonment. They 
were stoned, they were sawn in 
two, were tempted, were slain with 
the sword. They wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, being des-
titute, afflicted, tormented.”

In Hebrews 11:16 we read, “But 
now they desire a better, that is, a 
heavenly country. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for He has prepared a city for 
them.”

Yes, a spiritual reward was what 
they desired and passionately sought. 
What about us? Will we remain 
faithful as they did? Are we build-
ing and maintaining an unshakable 
bond with God? Are we developing 
His character to the point of being 
willing to die for His ways? Are we 
fully trusting in Him through the 
difficulties that life now throws our 
way? If so, we will not be in trouble 

later, when possibly even greater 
events test our convictions.

As we struggle in faith in an ever-
more corrupt society, we would do 
well to remember the example of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. “For con-
sider Him who endured such hos-
tility from sinners against Himself, 
lest you become weary and discour-
aged in your souls. You have not 
yet resisted to bloodshed, striving 
against sin” (Hebrews 12:3-4). 

Through the worst of times God 

promises never to abandon His 
faithful followers (Hebrews 13:5; 
Romans 8:31). He will remain com-
mitted to us if we remain devoted 
and obedient to Him.  

What is the principal key to spiri-
tual survival? It is simply closeness 
and faithfulness to God. We must 

know, love and obey Him without 
question or doubt. And we must 
do so passionately, faithfully, zeal-
ously! 

How Are We Doing?
So, how are we doing? Are we 

growing closer to God or are we 
distracted by other interests? God 
wants to know—and He will find 
out—if we will remain loyal to Him. 
Before He can give us the power of 
the universe, He must know, beyond 
a shadow of a doubt, that we will 
remain steadfast and obedient to 
Him. 

Since He can’t allow another 
satanic rebellion, He must determine 
where our loyalties lie. That is why, 
as Jeremiah 17:10 says, “I, the Lord, 
search the heart, I test the mind, even 
to give every man according to his 
ways, according to the fruit of his 
doings.” 

So, yes, we can count on God, but 
can He count on us? In Genesis 22 
we read how God tested Abraham 
by asking him to sacrifice his only 
son, Isaac. When Abraham was will-
ing to implicitly follow His request, 
God said: “For now I know that you 
fear God, since you have not with-
held your son, your only son, from 
Me” (verse 12).

What should our reaction be if we 
are placed in what appears like an 
untenable situation? The apostle Paul 
provides the answer in 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:58: “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord.” 

If we are to be spiritual survivors, 
we must be unwavering and resolute 
toward our Heavenly Father and His 
way of life. Let’s be more deter-
mined than ever to get close and stay 
close to God!  UN

John LaBissoniere is an elder in 
the Knoxville, Tennessee, congrega-
tion and an employee of the Media 
and Communications Services 
department.

Through the worst of times God promises never to abandon His 
faithful followers (Hebrews 13:5; Romans 8:31). He will remain 
committed to us if we remain devoted and obedient to Him.
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How Must We Judge?
■ Judgment is a major subject 
in the Bible and one of “the 
weightier matters of the law” 
(Matthew 23:23, King James 
Version). Unjust judgment 
is an abomination to God. 
From God’s Word, we must 
learn and practice “righteous 
judgment.”
by Don Hooser

Judging is an essential part of a godly 
life. Jesus ranked “judgment” on the level 
of “the love of God” (Luke 11:42, KJV).

Of course, we must confine judging to 
what God wants us to judge. We humans 
are limited to perceiving actions and atti-
tudes. We dare not overstep into “the judg-
ment seat of Christ” by presuming to be 
self-appointed judges of others (Romans 
14:10). We must not condemn others or 
even sound condemning (Luke 6:37; Mat-
thew 5:22). 

Judgment is a big subject as there are 
several related meanings of the English 
words judge (a noun and verb) and judg-
ment and the Hebrew and Greek words 
translated as judge and judgment. Hope-
fully this will whet your appetite to further 
study this subject in the Bible.

Regrettably, over the past few centu-
ries, the English word judgment has been 
viewed increasingly in a negative light. 
Therefore biblical Hebrew and Greek 
words that had been previously translated 
as judgment are increasingly being trans-
lated as justice. For example, in the King 
James Version, judgment appears 294 
times and justice 28 times. In the New 
King James Version (finished in 1982), 
judgment appears 188 times and justice 
130 times. 

Let us simply think of human judging 
as the process of analyzing, evaluating, 
assessing, distinguishing, perceiving, dis-
cerning, etc. Justice is an impartial process 
of godly judgment.

Part of the confusion is the current ten-
dency to equate all judging with being 
judgmental. But look at a thesaurus. Syn-
onyms for judgmental are prejudiced, 
biased, slanted, bigoted. A judgmental 
person is fault-finding, overly-critical and 
accusatory. Therefore, he is a poor judge, 
often doing more harm than good.

God’s way of judging is a good thing. 
We can “distinguish good from evil” 
(Hebrews 5:14, New International Ver-
sion) because we have God’s Word and 
His laws. However, we need diligent 
study, spiritual maturity and God’s guid-
ance to “rightly divide the word of truth” 
(2 Timothy 2:15).

We make judgments for many reasons. 
We must “distinguish between holy and 
unholy, and between unclean and clean” 
(Leviticus 10:10). We must judge how 
to avoid temptations and bad influences 
(1 Corinthians 6:18; 10:14). We must be 
good judges of character in choosing our 
companions (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1).

Sometimes Church leaders must judge 
disputes or bad conduct within the Church 
(1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 6:1-6). If correction 
or disciplinary action is needed, it should 
be done gently out of love for all con-

cerned to restore the offender to the path 
of salvation (Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-
20). And wherever possible, we should 
avoid embarrassing anyone. In most cases 
the rule to follow is: Praise in public and 
correct in private. 

Much Wisdom in Old 
Testament

Our decisions are based on our judg-
ment, and our judgment should be based 
on “the wisdom that is from above” 
(James 3:17).

The book of Proverbs is full of exhor-
tations to “get wisdom” (Proverbs 4:5), 
as well as discretion and prudence (fore-
sight, forethought, carefulness, common 
sense—1:4). So pray regularly for godly 
wisdom and guidance (Colossians 1:9; 
James 1:5).

God places great emphasis on impar-
tiality in judgment (Proverbs 24:23; 28:21). 
He forbade prejudice or favoritism toward 
rich or poor, Israelite or foreigner, friend 
or foe (Exodus 23:3-7; 12:49; Leviticus 
19:15). We should exercise this “judicial 
blindness” towards a person’s gender, race, 
rank or any other factor that is irrelevant to 
the issue at hand.

Don’t be swayed by popular opinion 
and never take any kind of bribe (Exodus 
23:2, 8; Deuteronomy 16:19). Be on guard 
against any conflict of interest that could 
consciously or subconsciously distort your 
judgment.

Judging must involve some kind of 
measuring by a consistent authorized 
standard, whether physical or spiritual. 
“Do not use dishonest standards when 
measuring length, weight or quantity. 
Use honest scales and honest weights, an 
honest ephah and an honest hin. I am the 
Lord your God who brought you out of 
Egypt” (Leviticus 19:35-36, NIV; see also 
Deuteronomy 25:13-16; Proverbs 11:1; 
20:10, 23).

Immediately after the above instruc-
tion, God refers to His spiritual standards 
of measurement: “Keep all my decrees 
and all my laws and follow them. I am the 
Lord” (Leviticus 19:37, NIV). Judgment 
should be based on God’s laws, not our 
personal standards and preferences.

Listen First and Hear All 
Sides

“Listen before you answer. If you don’t, 
you are stupid and insulting” (Proverbs 
18:13, Today’s English Version). “What a 
shame, what a folly, to give advice before 
listening to the facts” (same verse, New 
Living Translation). Consider all the per-
tinent facts before judging or deciding an 
issue or giving advice. Seek truth!

And listen impartially to both sides—all 
sides—before forming opinions. “The one 
who first states a case seems right, until the 
other comes and cross-examines” (Prov-
erbs 18:17, New Revised Standard Ver-
sion). This is so true! Often the full truth is 
somewhere in between the two stories.

Discrepancies occur when one or more 
people are lying. But discrepancies occur 
for other reasons too. A person may have 
blind spots, not being aware of how his 
background and biases are affecting his 
testimony. We often can’t remember per-
fectly. Emotions can cloud our thinking. 
And people even have different definitions 
for their words. 

Keep in mind that we all have human 
nature that tends to resent unsolicited cor-
rection and advice. Even when counseling 
is requested, a wise counselor will be very 
respectful, tactful and gentle toward all 
parties.

Appearance Versus the 
Heart

When God sent Samuel to anoint the 
next king, first he met David’s impres-
sive older brothers. “But the Lord said to 
Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance 
or at his physical stature, because I have 
refused him. For the Lord does not see as 
man sees; for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the 
heart’” (1 Samuel 16:7).

Jesus said, “Do not judge according 
to appearance, but judge with righteous 
judgment” (John 7:24). Or, as the Good 
News Bible translates it, “Stop judging 
by external standards, and judge by true 
standards.”

As much as humanly possible, these 
statements by God and Christ should 
guide us. We should be concerned about 
attitudes over appearance, true charac-
ter over clothes and inner beauty over 
outer beauty. “Charm can be deceiving, 
and beauty fades away, but a woman [or 
man] who honors the Lord deserves to be 
praised” (Proverbs 31:30, Contemporary 
English Version).

Therefore, good judgment requires con-
siderable time—the time required to really 
get to know the attitudes of a person’s heart. 
We mustn’t jump to conclusions or rush to 
judgment. We must be patient, “swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James 
1:19). Generally, time must first be spent in 
building trust before advice and correction 
will be welcomed. The stronger the bridge 
of friendship, the more weighty advice that 
can be delivered.

It also makes us realize how limited 
we are as humans compared to God 
who can read minds and hearts at an 

instant. Hence, we human beings must 
be humble and very careful as we form 
opinions and before we begin to correct 
anyone. 

We must also take into account a per-
son’s level of understanding and spiritual 
maturity in order to know how account-
able he is for his actions. “Sin is not imput-
ed when there is no [knowledge of] law” 
(Romans 5:13). “To him who knows to do 
good and does not do it, to him it is sin” 
(James 4:17).

There are many things that a new babe 
in Christ will not understand right away. 
It’s much more important to make him 
feel welcomed and loved than to be in a 
hurry to correct any mistakes he is making 
(Romans 14:1).

We are faced with a challenging balanc-
ing act. On one hand, we are to try to dis-
cern attitudes and take them into account. 
On the other hand, we must be cautious 
because we can easily think we know a 
person’s heart better than we really do. 
When an attitude is not clear, we should 
reserve judgment until it becomes clear. 
True love is not suspicious but optimistic 
(1 Corinthians 13:4-6).

Every person is different—a mix of 
many different personality traits, habits, 
strengths and weaknesses. Each person 
is shaped by the varied experiences of his 
past, both good and bad. It’s tempting to 
look down on others, especially if they 
have noticeable weaknesses.

We ought to humbly think, “There, 
but for the grace of God, go I.” Paul said, 
“What makes you better than anyone else? 
What do you have that God hasn’t given 
you? And if all you have is from God, why 
boast as though you have accomplished 
something on your own?” (1 Corinthians 
4:7, NLT).

Seek Resolution and 
Reconciliation

If you have been mistreated, hurt or 
wrongly judged, remember the principles 

taught in the Bible about conflict resolu-
tion. Pray for wisdom, love, humility and 
tactfulness, and then speak privately with 
the offending brother or sister to clear up 
any misunderstandings and to pursue rec-
onciliation.

This applies equally to all of us in God’s 
Church. For example, if you feel a minis-
ter has wronged you or is hurting some-
one else in some way, don’t complain 
and gossip to others or allow a growing 
resentment. Pray about it and then go to 
him and explain your concerns. That’s the 
true Christian approach.

We should all be open to others bringing 
up any of their concerns to us. And mem-
bers of the United Church of God should 
know that our Church has an appeals pro-
cess. If you have diligently tried to iron 
out a serious disagreement directly with 
a minister but you feel there has not been 
justice, members have the right to appeal 
to the next level of Church authority.

Judgment, Justice and 
Mercy

Throughout the Bible we see that godly 
judgment is based on both justice and 
mercy. (There could be no mercy if there 
was not the framework and foundation of 
justice.)

“Mercy triumphs over judgment” 
(James 2:13). God has judged us all as 
being worthy of death, but by His mercy 
He removes that penalty from those who 
are repentant and merciful to others. If we 
make a mistake in judgment, it’s better 
to err on the side of mercy. “Blessed are 
the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” 
(Matthew 5:7).

We must never be like the scribes and 
Pharisees who would “bind heavy bur-
dens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s 
shoulders” (Matthew 23:4). 

However, mercy does not mean injus-
tice, such as any kind of favoritism. Mercy 
is not robbing from one person to give to 
another, like some kind of Robin Hood. 
Mercy is something voluntarily given.

Extending generous mercy is especially 
important when the person is truly repen-
tant and when the mercy will likely help 
him spiritually.

An essential kind of mercy is forgive-
ness. Forgiveness is a big and wonderful 
subject that deserves much more space 
than we can give it here.

God is the perfect example of being 
amazingly forgiving. “Lord, if you kept 
a record of our sins, who O Lord, could 
ever survive? But you offer forgiveness, 
that we might learn to fear you” (Psalm 
130:3-4, NLT).

God expects us to follow that example. 
Jesus said, “Forgive, and you will be for-
given” (Luke 6:37). 

Let’s remember this: With all kinds of 
godly judgment, the emphasis should be 
on the present and the future, not the past 
(Ezekiel 18:27-32). What really counts is 
what the person does from now on.

“Therefore be merciful, just as your 
Father is also merciful” (Luke 6:36). Any-
one exercising judgment had better be 
merciful!

“He [God] has shown you, O man, what 
is good. And what does the Lord require 
of you, but to do justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 
6:8). Judge righteous judgment!  UN

Judging in Matthew 7
Matthew 7:1 is one of the most-quoted verses in the Bible: “Judge not that you be 

not judged.” It is also one of the most misjudged (misunderstood and misapplied) 
verses!

It is often quoted by those who are doing something wrong but don’t want anyone 
telling them that they are wrong.

A good start for understanding Matthew 7:1 is to read the next four verses. Jesus 
does not disapprove of the desire “to remove the speck [of sin] from your brother’s 
eye” (verse 5). However, you must first “see” (judge) the speck with humility, clarity 
and accuracy.

In order to do that, “first remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly…” Scrutinizing ourselves and repenting of our own sins must be first in 
order and first in priority. After repentance and spiritual growth, we can better “see” 
the way God sees.

Often it is those who have huge sins (planks) who tend to be self-righteous, opin-
ionated, judgmental, unmerciful and accusatory. Jesus said a person who does this is 
a “hypocrite” (verse 5).

According to verse 2, we will receive the kind of judgment we have dished out to 
others. If we want to receive patience, mercy, forgiveness and generosity from God, 
we must be patient, merciful, forgiving and generous toward others (see also Luke 
6:36-38).

God’s people definitely must make judgments. We must judge which gate leads to 
life and which leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14). We must judge (recognize as 
deceivers) any “false prophets [preachers or teachers] who come to you” (verse 15). 
“You will know [judge] them by their fruits” (verses 16-20). Jesus proceeds to tell us 
that good fruit is doing the will of God and bad fruit is spiritual lawlessness (verses 
21-23). In fact, the whole Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5, 6 and 7) is largely about 
how we should judge matters according to the true spirit of God’s law as well as the 
letter of the law.
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The Dash and How Will 
They Really Remember 
You?

Have you seen the forwarded e-mail that talks 
about your tombstone? It says it doesn’t matter 
what day you were born or died, but all that mat-
ters is the dash in between. The dash is symbolic 
of your life and how you lived it.

I am sometimes a little amused when I read 
obituaries in the newspaper or hear what is said 
at some people’s funerals. Whoever the deceased 
was, it seems he or she was the greatest person 
who ever lived. There was never a person more 
compassionate, more loving or more caring. This 
is because when someone dies, we want to say the 
best about him or her.

But what if all the truth were told at all the 
funerals? What if someone stood up and said, this 
person was selfish, stubborn and argumentative? 
He squandered his life. More than a few of us 
were taken advantage of by him. He didn’t care 
about others. For the most part, he cared more 
about himself and was self-centered—he always 
had to be right and was a know-it-all about every-
thing.

Of course, we would never say that. Instead, 
we might be tempted to stretch the truth about 
how wonderful the person was.

If someone were to sum up your life, what 
would he or she say you lived for? What will oth-
ers remember you for? That will be your legacy. 

Wouldn’t you like it to be honestly said of you, 
“This person loved God. He [or she] cared about 
the things of God. He really cared about other 
people. This person really lived for his Lord, 
and served unselfishly his family and the body 
of Christ.”

None of us wants to participate in the ultimate 
waste! That waste is to squander your life. Yet 
we know that many people do. One day, we will 
breathe our last breath. One day, we will make 
our last statement. What will we be remembered 
for?

God’s Word counsels us from cover to cover 
to live a life that matters. Live a life that makes 
a difference. Live a life for Him, and you will 
never regret it. 

Stuart Segall
Pastor of the Crescent City, Eureka and Red 

Bluff, California, congregations

Change Your View of 
the Sunset

While going through the final phase of a very 
difficult trial, God opened up a new concept of 
weekly gratitude to me. As we all know, the rush 
of hard work, heavy emotions and long days 
while wallowing in the deep swamp of a trial can 
be a very difficult burden on us.

But that Friday night I was stopped in my tracks 
and started counting the abundant blessings that 
God had surrounded my family with. Consider-
ing and meditating on these blessings, I soon real-
ized that this abundance I was pondering included 
items from only a couple of days. Wow!

I had been giving God credit, but not nearly 
the praise that I should have (Psalm 63:3; Philip-
pians 4:8). I scrambled for a piece of paper and 
started listing these true blessings one by one. I 

started with that Friday evening, the beginning of 
the Sabbath. As I worked backward through the 
week, viewing each day to the previous Sabbath, I 
had a lengthy list of many blessings and answered 
prayers that occurred during one short week of 
my physical life. 

My focus and my vision quickly changed. 
I had definitely known before making “the list 
of blessings” that God was with us through the 
opportunity of growth that we were in. But now 
my swampy walk had changed to a walk of very 
deep gratitude and appreciation to my Father in 

heaven. An attitude of humble, loving gratitude, 
while rejoicing for my surroundings and His deep 
loving-kindness and wisdom, quickly overcame 
the mire of the deep swamp (Philippians 4:11).

Since that first list was completed, I have now 
begun many Sabbaths by writing down my list. I 
relax, ponder and meditate on God’s very good-
ness while stepping into the beginning of a Sab-
bath. Viewing His weekly blessings has been a 
very peaceful and wonderful beginning to the 
Holy Day of the week (Philippians 4:7, 19). 
I have found that these weekly lists have com-
pletely changed my perspective and my focus 
(Proverbs 10:22).

I hope that this small thought can help you out 
in your swampy walk as much as it has me. Enjoy 
a most beautiful sunset, while stepping into the 
Sabbath and counting the many treasured bless-
ings of one short week of your life.

Tina Rupp
Youngstown, Ohio, congregation

Truth in Advertising
Human nature loves the quick fix and the easy 

path. God loves truth, and He is completely hon-
est with us. He tells us that His way is best; He 
tells us how hard it will be; and He tells us to 
count the cost (Deuteronomy 32:4; Isaiah 55:9-
10; Matthew 7:13-14; Luke 14:26-33).

Satan and his world don’t feel any obligation 
to truth in advertising. They will say whatever 
they have to in order to lure us in. The only way 
to make us think that something is better or easier 
or quicker than God’s way is to lie about it. Buy 
now, pay later. 

This has been Satan’s approach from the very 
beginning. He did not tell Eve what the full cost 
of taking the forbidden fruit would be. Any time 
someone offers you something that is presented 
as being better or easier than God’s way—you 
can be sure that it is a lie. 

The perfect law of liberty only restricts the 
things that lead to suffering and death. There is no 
greater freedom than that (James 1:22-25; Gala-
tians 5:13). God wants us to enjoy freedom from 
the tragic consequences of sin (Galatians 6:7-8). 

The world offers freedom from the strictures 
of God’s law—but without mentioning that this 
type of liberty is short-lived and comes with a 
crushing burden of consequences (2 Peter 2:18-
19). We must have our senses exercised to discern 
good and evil—we have to learn to trust God and 
to see through the lies.

Jay Turner
San Jose, California, congregation
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Children’s Corner
Winter Weather Crossword

Across:
2. “As he who takes away a garment in cold ___________” (Proverbs 25:20).
3. “For He commands and raises the __________ wind” (Psalm 107:25).
4. “He gives _____ like wool” (Psalm 147:16).
6. “…which are dark because of the ____” (Job 6:16).
7. “Like the _____ of snow in the time of harvest” (Proverbs 25:13).
Down:
1. “Then I will give you rain in its __________” (Leviticus 26:4).
5. “The north ______ brings forth rain” (Proverbs 25:23).

John McClain, Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

Turning the Hearts . . . 
Showing Respect to Others

“I don’t get no respect” was one of comedian Rodney Dangerfield’s famous 
lines. Respect is hard to come by these days. Everyone is in for insults and defama-
tion by others, whether deserved or undeserved. 

God inspired Peter to write, “Honor all” (1 Peter 2:17). Respect involves honor-
ing or showing deference to another person. Literally it means to take a look again 
or to look back upon. Someone you want to see a second time is a person you hold 
in an honorable position.

It is important to help raise others’ morale and confidence by showing them 
respect. Humans of all races, ages, economic backgrounds and social status appreciate being respected. 

While we may have issues with others’ behaviors, we may learn to respect the person but not his or her 
actions. In some cases parents have acted dishonorably toward their children. In such cases children can 
respect the office or position of the parent without honoring the evil actions of that parent.

I knew a man who, when he was growing up, heard disparaging remarks about other races. This sent a 
message to him that those other races were not desirable. But he determined not to pass this prejudice and 
lack of respect on to his children. His children had the advantage of not looking at the color of others’ skin 
in order to determine their respectability. What a blessing that his children did not put a person down before 
they ever knew him or her.

In our own lives and with our family members, we need to show respect and honor. To have respect we 
need to:

• Realize we all are made in the image of God, regardless of our skin color and ethnic origin.
• Look for the good in others, instead of focusing on faults.
• Listen with our ears, eyes and heart.
• Speak uplifting words.
• Be courteous and mannerly.
• Think of others’ incredible human potential.
• Do good things for others.
• Pray to have the graciousness of God toward others.
Respect or regard may also be extended to animals. In Proverbs we read, “A righteous man regards the life 

of his animal” (Proverbs 12:10). Jesus cared enough for oxen and donkeys that He said it would be allowable 
to rescue them from a ditch even on the holy Sabbath day (Luke 14:5).

As I write this, Martin Luther King Jr. Day is upon us in the United States, reminding us of this civil 
rights leader’s call for peace and mutual respect between the races. Hopefully we as Christians will 
practice respect and honor for all of any race or creed. Remember, “God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son” for each of us (John 3:16). Now that is the highest honor that He can give 
for all humanity.

Let’s be like our Heavenly Father and show respect and honor for others.
Gary E. Antion
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Deacon Honored 
by President Bush

In 2002, during the State of the 
Union address, President George W. 
Bush called on Americans to give 4,000 
hours of their personal lives in commu-
nity volunteer service. A deacon from 
the Fairview Heights, Illinois, congre-
gation, Dale Osborne, stepped forward 
and fulfilled this request.

On Dec. 1, Mr. Osborne, long-time 
member and deacon in God’s Church, 
was presented with the President’s Call 
to Service Award, which included a let-
ter from President Bush and a lapel pin 
for his service to community conserva-
tion and youth programs.

Vince Szymkowiak, pastor of Fair-
view Heights and the Rolla and St. 
Louis, Missouri, congregations, read 
President Bush’s letter to the Fairview 
Heights congregation. Then, Bill Meis-
ter, commander of the 22nd District of 

the American Legion, presented the 
certificate of award, the pin and the let-
ter from President Bush. Mr. Meister 
also presented a letter and certificate 
from the American Legion. 

Mr. Osborne is a servant to both the 
Church and community.

Marla Osborne

Los Angeles 
Contracts Case 
of Saturday Night 
Fever

 The Los Angeles, California, con-
gregation had disco fever on Dec. 15 
for their second annual thematic win-
ter dance. Pastor Larry Greider said the 
dance was an excellent opportunity to 
fellowship with brethren in a different 
venue.

After a traditional church service 
and potluck, members donned their 
1970s-themed garb, whether pains-
takingly selected at a costume store 
or simply pulled out of the closet and 
dusted off. Bell-bottoms, platform 
shoes and polyester suits flooded the 
dance floor. 

While church dances and socials 
are generally directed toward the teen/
young adult crowd, this event was suc-
cessful in having a broader appeal. 
Winners for the costume contest were 
chosen from each gender and age 

group, from 10 and under to 40 and 
over. 

Adrian Rudajs, a teen whose family 
was awarded “most outrageous fam-
ily,” loved the theme. “The dressing up 
was even better than I thought,” Adrian 
said, and will look forward to jumping 
into a costume for the dance next year. 

Event coordinator John Velazquez 
called it a “family style disco dance” 
and enjoyed seeing the teens share the 
dance floor with their younger sib-
lings. 

Young adult Zach Garnant noticed 
how the older age brackets participated 
and said, “It was great. I didn’t know 
my parents could move like that.”

Gregory Zajac

Fort Wayne 
Finally Enjoys 
“Underwater 
Fantasy” Social

After sundown on the Sabbath of 
Jan. 5, 2008, the Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
congregation enjoyed a long-awaited 
social, cancelled twice previously due 
to bad weather. A potluck was held 
after Sabbath services and the festivi-
ties began with member Karl Hermann 
as the emcee.

Everyone brought a “white elephant” 
gift that was handed out to all bingo 
players. The pattern of the Survivors 

television show was used for the bingo 
sandwiched between the games.

The evening started off with a piñata 
and “Fishing for Sponge Bob.” Fishy 
bingo winners provided the partici-
pants for the games—a puzzle game, 
charades, seaweed slime, chum bucket 
and the balloon stomp. The winner 
of each game got a beautiful purple 
crown, which passed to the next win-
ner. This crown ended up on the head 
of Montana Hermann. 

The costume contest winner was 
Kenneth Griggs, dressed as sea slime. 
The adult winner was Joyce Dickey, 
who received a gift certificate.

Examples of costumes were Jonah 
after the whale, mermaids, sailors, scu-
ba divers, stingrays, characters from 
the Gilligan’s Island television show, 
sea turtles and many others.

A balloon arch provided a colorful 
backdrop for picture taking at the close 
of the festivities.

Everyone left with the feeling that 
they’d had plenty of food, fellowship, and 
fun. More photos are on the congregation’s 
Web site at www.UCGFortWayne.org.

Phyllis Minton

Garden Grove 
Congregation Puts 
on Puppet Show

Over 130 members of the Gar-
den Grove, California, congregation 
stayed after services on Dec. 29, to 
enjoy a delicious potluck followed by 
an original, entertaining puppet show 
based on the story of Nehemiah. This 
puppet show was an original project 
conceived and directed by one of our 
Garden Grove members, Gerald Vera. 
Gerald has designed video games on 
a professional level and this year is a 
student at ABC.

The program was introduced and 
framed by a lady telling the story of 
Nehemiah by means of a puppet show 
to a group of children eagerly waiting 
for a story. 

This wasn’t just any puppet show, 
but one with the main participants in 
the story depicted as one of several 
varieties of birds, with attire to match 
their place in the story. The puppets 

included several chickens, a peacock 
(King Artaxerxes), vulture, parrot, 
crow, swan, duck and eagle.

Such an endeavor involved 22 
members of the congregation in the 
planning, preparation, stage construc-
tion and puppet making. The voices 
and musical track (including music 
from Star Wars to set the mood) were 
recorded the week prior so that our 
puppeteers could have the freedom to 
concentrate on the actual puppeteering 
aspects that evening. 

The potluck and puppet show were 
an excellent conclusion to the congre-
gation’s activities for the year.

Jean Updegraff

Asheboro 
Ladies Club 
Serves Church 
and Community

The Asheboro, North Caro-
lina, Ladies Club has continued 
its mission of serving the local 
brethren, the local community 
and the Church at large. 

Sadie Parks, club facilitator, spear-
heads contributions to a local food 
pantry. All the ladies generously donate 
paper products to help those in the com-
munity who are in need of assistance.

Members make cards to send to 
those requesting prayer both in the 
United States and abroad. Food and 
beverages are provided and served 
weekly to the brethren at services by 
the ladies on a rotating schedule. Vol-
unteers clean restrooms, provide floral 
arrangements, greet arrivals at the door 
and, in general, try to make the Sabbath 
even more of a delight! Tasks are rotat-
ed during quarterly meetings to allow 
the women to grow in many areas of 
service in the local congregation. 

It is inspiring to see individuals 
grow. Some are volunteering for the 
first time. Some are taking on more 
responsibilities in service to the breth-

ren. Youth and elderly are serving each 
other.

At the January meeting, discussion 
centered on building character in our 
lives. Sandy Mills encouraged the group 

to continue to strive for char-
acter development. Various 
members gave examples of 
how to encourage visitors, of 
doing the right thing because 
it is the right thing to do and of 
standing by your convictions 
regardless of the cost (such 
as being fired for not working 

on the Sab-
bath). 

The group 
e n j o y e d 
d e l i c i o u s 
refreshments 
provided by 
Inez Bur-
row. 

Nancy 
Holloway

East Texas 
Dedicates New 
Church Building

The East Texas congregation 
enjoyed the long-anticipated dedi-
cation of a new church building the 
weekend of Jan. 19 and 20, 2008.

Planning on the building started in 
August 2001 and the groundbreaking 
occurred on Nov. 11, 2004.

The dedication service was held on 
the Sabbath of Jan. 19, with President 

Clyde Kilough joining approximately 
250 brethren for the event. After ser-
vices, a lovely reception was held to 
celebrate the special occasion.

On Sunday, Jan. 20, Morris Foster, 
volunteer construction manager, and 
Scott Hammer, building committee 
member, assisted pastor Ken Treybig 
for the official ribbon cutting. Then 
community residents began touring 
the facility during an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m.

“God sure blessed us with beauti-

UCG Fort Wayne brethren in their costumes for the Underwater Fantasy 
social held Jan. 5, 2008 (photo by Scott Moss)

Garden Grove puppeteers 
with the puppets after the 
show; right, storyteller 
Carol Wallauch with some 
of the children ready for 
the tale to be told (photos 
by Jean Updegraff)

Bill Meister of the American Legion 
presents President’s Call to Service 
Award to Dale Osborne

Becky and Jon Garnant relive the 
’70s at Los Angeles dance

Morris Foster, volunteer project 
manager, and Scott Hammer assist 
Ken Treybig in offically cutting the 
ribbon for the new East Texas 
church building.

See “Local Church Updates,” 
page 15
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Births
Jacques and Amber (Ruggless) 

Roos of the Auckland, New Zealand, 
congregation are absolutely thrilled to 
announce the birth of their daughter 

(first child), Autumn Elizabeth Roos.  
Arriving on the first day of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, Sept. 27, 2007, she 
weighed 5 pounds 9 ounces and was 
18½ inches long. Proud grandparents 
are Maurice and June Halliday of Cape 
Town, South Africa, and Julia Ruggless 
of Portland, Oregon.

Scott and Tracey Williams of the 
Elkhart, Indiana, congregation are delight-
ed to announce the birth of their first child, 
Lincoln Scott. He was born Dec. 4, 2007, 

weighing 8 pounds 12 ounces and was 
22¾ inches long.

Glen and Sharon Maguire (van Bel-
kum) are pleased to announce the birth of 
their twins, Daniel and Jade, born Oct. 29, 
2007. Sharon attends the Auckland, New 

Zealand, congregation. Big brother, Liam, 
and older sister, Sinead, are thrilled with 
their new brother and sister.

Eddie and Sara (Griffith) Monk of 
the Portland, Oregon, congregation, are 
pleased to announce the birth of their son, 
Samuel Adam Monk. Samuel was born 
Oct. 31, 2007, weighing in at 8 pounds 
9 ounces and measuring 20¾ inches in 

length. His big brother, Eddie (17), and sis-
ter, Anna (3), enjoy playing with Samuel.

Engagements
William and Linda Leonard of Bor-

culo, Michigan, are pleased to announce 

the engagement of their daughter, Alison 
Michelle Leonard, to Aaron John Leim-
back, son of Joe and Cindy Leimback of 
Charlotte, Michigan. Fred Kellers will 
be performing the ceremony. The couple 
attends the Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
congregation and plans to reside in Kal-
amazoo, Michigan. A May 4th wedding 
is planned.

Weddings
It was a special Sabbath on Jan. 12, 

2008, for the Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, congregation. Following regular Sab-
bath services, the congregation, along with 

family and friends, were guests at the wed-
ding of members Don Mathison and Vera 
Thomas. Vancouver elder Lorne Davies, a 

longtime friend of the bride, officiated the 
wedding ceremony.

On Saturday evening, Aug. 4, 2007, 
Monica Yepez and Jeffrey James Servidio 
were married in Quito, Ecuador. Imme-
diately following the customary civil cer-
emony, the groom’s father, Jim Servidio, 
performed the religious ceremony. He 

surprised the couple by speaking Monica’s 
vows in her native Spanish.  The 80 attend-
ees were given a Spanish translation of the 
ceremony.

Official witnesses for the couple were 
the bride’s sister, Ana Amelia Yepez, and 
father of the bride, Horacio Yepez. Ana 
Ortiz, mother of the bride, was in atten-
dance. Parents of the groom, Jim and Judy 
Servidio, were delighted to be able to 
attend the beautiful formal wedding along 
with brother of the groom, Judd Servidio.  
Wedding guests enjoyed a catered meal 
and danced into the wee morning hours.  
The couple honeymooned in a lush part 
of Ecuador featuring tropical foliage and 
waterfalls.

Monica and Jeff are at home in Austin, 
Texas, and are members of the Austin con-
gregation.

Joshua Creech, son of Glenn and Ron-
da Creech, and Elizabeth (Lizzy) Miller, 
daughter of Kathleen and Dan Miller, were 
united in marriage June 10, 2006. The 
wedding was performed in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, by Ed Smith, an elder in the Cincin-
nati East congregation. Caleb Creech, the 

groom’s brother, served as best man, and 
Sarah Davis, a friend of the bride, served 
as maid of honor.

Anniversaries
Milton and Elaine Jiles were honored 

by their relatives and Church family 
after Sabbath services on Dec. 1, 2007, 
with a cake in recognition of their 50th 
wedding anniversary. They were mar-
ried Dec. 2, 1957, and have lived in the 
New Orleans, Louisiana, area most of 

their marriage. They have five children, 
eight grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. 

Milton spent 35 years as a graphic 
designer before retiring, and Elaine 
currently serves as a respiratory thera-
pist at a local hospital. Milton loves 
woodworking, fishing, gardening and 
home improvement projects. Elaine 
enjoys spending her down time with 
her family. She hopes to be able to 
focus more time on this, since she is 
about to retire.

They were visited by Jim Jenkins and 
Vernon Hargrove in the fall of 1966 and 
were baptized in March of 1967. The 
Church has become their life over the 
years, as they have served and continue 
to serve in various capacities within the 
congregation, including hosting several 
church functions at their home each 
year. They serve as deacon and deacon-
ess in the New Orleans congregation. 

Obituaries
Lloyd S. Chambers, 70, of Phoenix, 

Arizona, died Jan. 7, 2008, after a brief 
illness. He was born in Buffalo, New 
York, in 1937. After serving a hitch in 
the Navy, he lived most of his life in 
Arizona, where he enjoyed a success-

ful career managing a State Farm Insur-
ance agency. He married Judith Norling 
in 1965, and they enjoyed 42 years of 
marriage.

Lloyd was an avid outdoorsman, 
having hiked throughout the High 
Sierras, the Grand Canyon and many 
trails in the Phoenix region. He also 
loved to camp and to play golf; he was 
an accomplished artist and he traveled 
widely. His greatest joy was his family.  

Lloyd was well known and well loved 
in the Church in Phoenix, where he gra-
ciously served publicly and behind the 
scenes since becoming a member in 
April 1973.

He is survived by his wife, Judy; his 

son, Lloyd “Chuck” Chambers; his 
daughter, Kimberly DelBarto; and six 
grandchildren. Judy and Chuck and his 
wife, Lissa, are also members of UCG. 
Lloyd’s oldest grandson, Corey Cham-
bers, currently attends ABC.

John A. Ammel, age 80, of Parker, 
Kansas, and a member of United 
Church of God in Kansas City, died Jan. 
6, 2008. He was born Aug. 30, 1927, at 
Tonganoxie, Kansas, the fifth of seven 
children. He graduated from Tongan-
oxie High School in 1945 and attended 
college at Friends Bible College in 
Haviland and also Bethany Nazarene 
College in Bethany, Oklahoma.

John served in the U.S. Army for one 
year, worked for the Coleman Compa-
ny in Wichita for a short time and then 
entered the education field as a teacher 
and elementary principal for 39 years. 
He spent most of his 39-year career at 
Parker from 1967 to 1992.

On June 11, 1950, he was united 
in marriage to Donna Faith Bradley. 
Both were baptized July 1, 1958. John 
and Faith were two of the pioneers of 
the fledgling Kansas City congrega-
tion after first attending in Springfield, 
Missouri. They faithfully attended 
Bible studies and church services for 
all these 50 years. John had a reputa-
tion for being very studious and a good 
researcher who was constantly studying 
to have an answer for the hope of God’s 
Kingdom. Those who talked with him 
on any given Sabbath walked away with 
some food for thought.

He was preceded in death by one son, 
Dwight, who died at age 9, and four 
brothers. He is survived by his wife, 
Faith; three children, David, Milton 
and Miriam Ammel; two brothers; one 
grandson, Joseph Ammel; and one step-
granddaughter, Shanta Dickerson.

Funeral services were conducted on 
Jan. 9 by Lowell Crosby, UCG elder in 
Kansas City.  

John Heard Baggett Jr. of the New 
Orleans, Louisiana, congregation died 

Dec. 11, 2007, at the age of 89, after 
contracting pneumonia while recover-
ing in the hospital from a neck injury. 

He was the beloved husband of the 
late Phyllis Felthauser Baggett who 
died in 1996, and is survived by their 
three children: Fred Baggett, Chris 
Rogillio (a UCG member) and Stepha-
nie Baggett. He is also survived by a 
brother, Virgil Baggett of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi; six grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren. 

Announcements

Lincoln Scott Williams

Autumn Elizabeth Roos

Jade and Daniel Maguire

Joshua and Lizzy Creech

Jeff and Monica Servidio

John Heard Baggett Jr.

Lloyd S. Chambers

Don and Vera Mathison

Aaron John Leimback and Alison 
Michelle Leonard

Samuel Adam Monk
Milton and Elaine Jiles
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ful sunny weather,” said Mr. Trey-
big. “It was snowing and sleeting on 
Friday, and Monday it was overcast 
and rainy again—but Sabbath and 
Sunday were bright and sunny with 
highs near 50.”

The new church building sits on 
10 acres just outside of Big Sandy, 
Texas. It has a sanctuary, kitchen, 
restrooms, mothers’ and parents’ 
rooms, two additional meeting 
rooms and overhead doors that open 
to a large multipurpose area that 
can expand the seating area or be 
used for potlucks, dances and other 
activities.

The congregation raised nearly 
$300,000 in fund-raising and dona-
tions while also helping build the 
facility. Approximately 60 percent of 
the building was constructed with vol-
unteer labor, with many brethren con-
tributing thousands of hours of labor 
and support.

After facing challenges for years 
in finding a suitable, reliable meet-
ing place, the East Texas congrega-
tion appreciates meeting weekly in 
this beautiful, warm location.

Sarah Baker

Houston Holds 
Second Annual 
Family Feud: Feast 
Edition

Saturday evening, Oct. 13, brought 
fun and frivolity as a packed crowd 
stayed after services to participate in 
Houston, Texas, North’s annual Post-
Feast Social.

The social included dinner, dessert, 
sharing Feast pictures, a Feast photo 
contest and board games. But the 
highlight of the evening was the sec-
ond annual Family Feud. 

Participants engaged in lively 
rounds of survey questions. Eric 

Powell hosted the games again this 
year. His jokes and antics proved 
just as entertaining as the games 
themselves, and everyone at the 
event seemed to thoroughly enjoy 
the evening.

Below are a few Family Feud ques-
tions and team results:

What kind of animal would you 
want as a pet in the Millennium?

What is your favorite activity to do 
during the Feast?

What do you take to the Feast that 
you can’t leave home without?

Who would you most like to meet in 
the first resurrection?

Name something that people typi-
cally give as Feast gifts.

Past or present, name a memorable 
Feast site.

Game 1 featured members who 
attended the Feast in Alaska vs. 
those who went to Kerrville (Alaska 
won).

In game 2, it was Panama City Beach 
vs. Branson (Branson won).

Peter M. Gabriel

Indianapolis Young 
Adults Enjoy 
Symphony and 
Dinner Outing

Twenty-plus young adults from India-
napolis, Indiana, gathered together on 
Jan. 5 for the second annual symphony 
and dinner outing to enjoy an evening of 
music, international food and fellowship.

The group met at the Hilbert Circle 
Theatre, home of the Indianapolis 

Symphony Orchestra, to hear three 
piano concertos by composers Franz 
Listz, George Gershwin and Piotr 
Tchaikovsky. 

Following the symphony concert, the 
group sampled delicious dishes, includ-
ing the traditional saganaki appetizer 
(flaming cheese), at the Greek Island 
Restaurant and was entertained by a 
skillful, fire-twirling dancer.

Aimee Zahora

Indianapolis, Indiana, young adults 
visit the Greek Island Restaurant 
(photo by Mitch Moss)

Local Church Updates: If your 
congregation’s news and events are 
rarely covered in United News, why 
not check with your pastor and write 
something for him to send in? We’re 
looking for 100- to 300-word articles 
and photographs with captions. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope 
if you would like photos returned. 
Include the author’s and photogra-
pher’s names and your phone number. 
Please double-check the spelling of 
names. Please e-mail (preferred) or 
give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

“Local Church Updates,” con-
tinued from page 1�

He was a native of Macon, Georgia, 
and a resident of Slidell, Louisiana, for 
the past 38 years. He retired after 40 
years as a machinist for the L&N Rail-
road. He also served as a lead machinist 
during the Korean War.

He and his wife, Phyllis, were bap-
tized on the same day in 1983 and 
enjoyed a wonderful marriage. He 
greatly treasured God’s truth, God’s 
people and getting to know more of 
God’s people at various Feasts over the 
years. John was always able to find the 
humor in life, and was kind and even-
tempered.

At the age of 87 when their home 
flooded during Hurricane Katrina, he 
and his family survived in the attic of 
his daughter’s home, remaining in the 
attic for two days until the water level 
receded enough for them to evacuate to 
Houston, Texas. He often spoke of the 
hospitality and generosity of the Hous-
ton congregations in providing them 
with food, clothing and housing until 
his family could return to Slidell.

Longtime member of the Church of 
God, Virginia “Helen” Watts died peace-
fully on Jan. 14, 2008, at her home in 
Loves Park, Illinois. She had suffered with 
congestive heart failure for many years and 
had been bedridden for several weeks.

Helen was baptized in 1967 and 
attended the Church of God in Cape 
Girardeau and Poplar Bluff, Mis-
souri; Mount Vernon and Rockford, 
Illinois; and most recently in Beloit, 
Wisconsin.

Helen was born July 14, 1922, in 
Alton, Illinois, daughter of the late 
Amos and Earline Ervin. She was united 
in marriage to Victor Metcalfe in 1940. 

In 1943 she wed William E. Watts. 
Survivors include two daughters: 

Anita Asbury of San Antonio, Texas, 
and Bonnie Strass (Gregory) of Loves 
Park. In addition, she is survived by one 
grandson, Patrick Coffman of Marion, 
Illinois; and two great-granddaughters, 
Stacey and Jeri Lee Coffman of Sesser, 
Illinois.

She was preceded in death by Victor 
Metcalfe and William Watts.  

Funeral services were Jan. 19, 2008, 

at Honquest Funeral Home in Loves 
Park. She is greatly missed by many 
friends and family. 

Virginia “Helen” Watts

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.

Tribute: William 
Winner

The Church mourns the loss of 
longtime pastor William Winner, age 
71. On Jan. 16, Mr. Winner under-
went what appeared to be success-
ful surgery to remove a tumor on 
his pituitary gland that, among other 
things, was pressing on his optic 
nerve and slowly taking his vision. 
Early on the 17th while sitting in the 
chair talking to the nurse, his heart 
suddenly stopped and all attempts to 
revive him failed. 

Mr. Winner was called into God’s 
Church in his late teens and was the 
first student from the state of Mary-
land to attend Ambassador College. 
While in college he met Carolyn Tra-
vis of Alabama, and they were mar-
ried in 1962 immediately following 
graduation and his ordination. 

Their first pastoral assignment took 
them to Wichita and Liberal, Kansas, 
for the summer months before mov-
ing to Melbourne, Australia. While 
in Melbourne their son Mark was 
born. From Melbourne the Winners 
were transferred to Western Austra-
lia where they established the Perth 
congregation. During their four years 
in Perth their daughter Tami (Rehor) 
was born. 

Following a year of sabbatical in 
Pasadena, California, they returned to 
Kansas, pastoring Wichita and Sali-
na. Five years later they transferred 
to pastor in Gadsden and Anniston, 
Alabama. The Winners have always 

said they have a boomerang effect, 
as they returned to Australia in 1983. 
Mr. Winner served for six years as 
director of ministerial services for 
Australia and Asia. 

In 1989 he and his wife returned 
to the United States to pastor Wheel-
ing, West Virginia, and Steubenville, 
Ohio, and later Cambridge, Ohio. 
Since the beginning of United they 
also served Morgantown, West 
Virginia, and Marietta and Athens, 
Ohio, and most recently, Hunts-
ville, Birmingham and Gadsden, 
Alabama. 

For nearly 50 years Mr. Winner 
served God’s Church, beginning 
with baptizing tours in 1960 and 
1961. These tours took him up the 
West Coast and completely across 
the southern part of the United States. 
In fact, one of the members he was 
pastoring in Birmingham at the time 
of his death was a man he baptized on 
his 1961 tour. 

The Winners always wanted to 
serve the Church wherever God 
wanted them to be. No matter where 
he and Carolyn served, they were 
deeply appreciated as a couple who 
loved God and His people.

Mr. Winner loved God’s Word and 
loved to impart knowledge and under-
standing of the Bible to God’s people. 
There is a scripture in Jeremiah that 
describes his service to God in his 
role as a church pastor. God said, “I 
will give you shepherds [or pastors] 
according to My heart, who will feed 
you with knowledge and understand-
ing” (3:15). Mr. Winner stated that 

he would prefer to prepare a sermon 
for God’s people than eat a physical 
meal. He was truly a capable, modest 
and gentle man, and a man of charac-
ter, integrity and dedication.

As Bob Fahey said in his eulogy, 
“In retrospect I think he lived by 
James 3:17: ‘But the wisdom that 
is from above is first pure [right 
motives], then peaceable, gentle, will-
ing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy.’ To me that describes Bill 
Winner.”

He was deeply respected by his 
friends and peers, and he leaves a 
big gap in the ministry of the Church 
of God. We will miss his presence, 
his experience, his wisdom and his 
example. His death underscores the 
need to follow Christ’s exhortation to 
pray that God send more laborers into 
the harvest.

Bruce Gore

William Winner

mation in the briefing book and record-
ing all the written comments, known as 
verbatims, from the survey respondents. 
A team comprised of Dave Register, Lin-
da Register, Jason Lovelady and Diane 
Bailey compiled 500 pages of verbatim 
comments from the surveys, which were 

given to the Council members on a CD 
in advance of the meeting.

We received responses from 1,349 
GN online subscribers, 3,224 attendees/
members, 259 elders/employees and 97 
employees. We were extremely happy 
with the number of people who chose 
to participate in the survey.

The purpose of the two-day Houston 

meeting was to focus on the front end of 
strategic planning. Day one began with 
a situation assessment—a look at where 
we are now as an organization using 
the briefing book and the verbatims as 
assessment tools. During the two days the 
Council moved through positioning and 
visioning exercises, goal assessment and, 
by the afternoon of the second day, the 

most difficult exercise, objective setting.
At the conclusion of the retreat home 

office staff member Jason Lovelady 
took the meeting notes back to Cincin-
nati where they will be compiled and 
sent out to the members of the Council 
in early February. This will set the stage 
for the next two-day retreat in San Anto-
nio, Texas, Feb. 26 and 27 on the front 

end of the next regularly scheduled 
Council meetings.

The Council of Elders would like to 
thank the members, elders and employ-
ees for the tremendous level of response 
to the surveys. The information and the 
comments will be of great value in cre-
ating the current and future strategic 
plans.  UN

“Council,” continued from page 1



■ Booklet in Audio Format.
The following booklet is now 
available in 
MP3 audio 
format: The 
Road to 
Eternal Life. 
Visit www.ucg.
org/booklets/ 
to access the 
audio Web page link.

■ United Youth Corps.
Check out the 2008 United 

Youth Corps locations and 
download applications at 
members.ucg.org/youthcorps/.

■ New Feast Web site.
Visit feast.ucg.org to get 
up-to-date Feast planning 
information.

■ About Our Father’s 
Business. Recent updates on 
United Youth Corps; “Prayer, 
Preparation and Pastors”; 
ABC; interviews about Ghana, 
East Africa, Dominican 

Republic and Cuba; etc.
members.ucg.org/fathersbusiness

Featured 
Link

■ UCG 
Council 
Meeting 
Reports and 
Chairman’s 
Commentaries. members.ucg.
org/council/reports/

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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Southeast 
Regional Prom Set 
for March 8

The Atlanta, Georgia, area con-
gregations will be hosting the ninth 
annual Southeast Regional Prom on 
the evening of March 8 in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Gainesville Civic 
Center in Gainesville, Georgia. This 
year’s theme is “Drifting on a Mem-
ory.”

Sabbath services will be in the same 
hall beginning at 2:30 p.m. followed 
by the formal/semiformal dance for 
those 13 through young adult starting 
around 8 p.m. Parents are welcome 
to attend the dance as well. Light 
snacks, a dessert buffet and beverages 
will be available.

Discounted tickets are available 
in advance at $20 per person with a 
maximum charge of $40 per family.  
Reservations are requested by Feb. 29 
to help with the planning. Please send 
payment to Robert McCurdy, 368 
Shadow Brooke Cir., Loganville, GA 
30052, made out to “UCG–Atlanta.”

Additional information about motels, 
seminars, senior recognition and direc-
tions will be available on the Web at 
www.ucgatlanta.org or call Bruce Gore 

at (678) 376-0543.
Bruce Gore

Register if You’re 
Planning to Attend 
Pittsburgh’s 50th

The Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, congre-
gation is continuing to develop plans for 
its 50th anniversary celebration set for June 
21. Registration and detailed information 
are at www.ucgnet.org/pittsburgh/50.

It’s very important that you register if 
you plan to attend, so all the arrangements 
can be finalized. We’re also in need of pho-
tographs and other memorabilia (which, 
of course, we will return to you) and addi-
tional information about the development 
of the congregation over the years. 

If you would like to contribute to the 
documentation of our history, you can 
contact Bill and Myrna Miller at miller-
wam@yahoo.com or by mail at 120 
Dobson Rd., Mars, PA 16046. 

If you don’t have Internet access, you 
can register and request detailed informa-
tion about the Sabbath service location, 
banquet, etc., by telephoning the Millers 
at (412) 523-1934.

Don Henson

Calendar of Events
Feb. 12-13: U.S., Canadian and Caribbean 

Festival coordinator meetings, Dallas, 
Texas.

Feb. 15-18: Young Adults’ Presidents’ 
Day Regional Weekend, Dallas, Texas 
(www.ucg-dallas.org/ya).

Feb. 15-18: Presidents’ Day Family Week-
end, Branson, Missouri, mike_black-
well@ucg.org.

Feb. 16-17: Combined services and spe-
cial family weekend activities, Wooster, 
Ohio.

Feb. 26-27: Special Council meeting on 
strategic planning, San Antonio, Texas.

Feb. 29-March 5: Council of Elders’ meet-
ing, San Antonio, Texas.

March 8: Southeast Regional Prom, 
Gainesville, Georgia (www.ucgatlanta.
org).

March 11-19: Second round of current 
Pastoral Training Class, home office.

March 22-23: Families for God week-
end, Minneapolis, Minnesota (www.
ucgstp.org/FamiliesForGod).

March 23-25: Southwest Region ministe-
rial conference, Los Angeles, California.

March 29: South Central Regional Teen 
Formal, Dallas, Texas (www.ucg-dal-
las.org/teenformal).

April 16-25: Greece Educational Spring 
Holy Day Tour, (800) 858-6999.

May 2-4: 11th Annual Spokane Women’s 
Educational Weekend, Spokane, Wash-
ington; theme: “Women of Valor.”

May 18-19: GCE annual meeting.
May 21-22: Council of Elders’ meeting, 

Mason, Ohio.
June 21: Pittsburgh 50th, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-

vania (www.ucgnet.org/pittsburgh/50).
Aug. 12-14: Council of Elders’ meet-

ing, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

wishing to register on the site.
Many singles want to follow the scrip-

tural advice of marrying someone in the 
faith. The UCG Singles’ Web site was 
established five years ago to help singles 
meet other singles in the faith. Up to now 
the site has been open to anyone who 
wished to register. That policy has led to 
some problems such as singles corre-
sponding with someone through the site, 
only to find out later that the person they 
are writing has never kept the Sabbath. In 
some cases, people who are still married or 
whose marriage is considered binding by 
the Church have registered on the site, in 
essence declaring themselves “available” 
to other singles. These things led to the 
policy change.

Beginning immediately, we will 
announce the policy change on the site 
and begin asking people to register on the 
new version of the site. Both sites will be 
functional for a few weeks to allow regis-
tered users to copy over their short biogra-
phy, photo and list of interests. They may 
also use the same login and password on 
the new site. However, before they will 
be placed on the e-list for the new site (the 
means by which they can communicate 
with other singles), they will be required to 
state their church area and pastor. The site 
will then generate an e-mail to the pastor, 
asking him to approve the registration.

Ken Treybig

Feast Returns 
to Maui; to Be 
Restricted Site

The Feast in Hawaii for 2008 will return 
to the Maui Theatre in Lahaina. Members 
should not make flight reservations at this 
time. Maui will be a restricted site due to 
the expectation of registration exceed-
ing the 700-person capacity of the Maui 
Theatre. Anybody is welcome to apply for 
Hawaii this year, but unfortunately there 

might be some people turned down.
Charles Melear

Portland Hosts 
Northwest Weekend 
and ABC Seminar

This year Portland, Oregon, was host 
to both the annual Northwest Weekend 
and an ABC Continuing Education 
seminar conducted by faculty mem-
bers David Register and Gary Antion. 

Northwest Weekend, more than 35 years 
old and traditionally a basketball weekend, 
has gradually expanded to include a formal 
teen dance, young adult dance, volleyball, 
basketball, cheer demonstrations, choral 
and ensemble music, along with seminars 
for teens, parents and young adults. Skiing 
at Mt. Hood has also been added when 
weather permits. 

The weekend, held annually during 
the school winter break, draws teens and 
adults from all the Northwestern states, 
northern California and the western 
Canadian provinces, along with guests 
from other parts of the country. 

The weekend began with Sabbath 
morning interactive studies for teens 
followed by afternoon services and 
split sermons by Gary Antion about 
“Mary, Mother of Jesus” and David 
Register about “Historical Drift.” The 
annual teen formal and young adult 
dances were held that evening. 

Sunday, normally set aside for sports 
activities, centered on teen and adult 
basketball, volleyball and a preteen/
teen cheer demonstration.

ABC Continuing Education seminars 
filled both Monday and Tuesday. The 
157 attendees ranged from preteen to 
late 70s. They heard Mr. Antion give two 
Bible study based sessions—“The Book 
of 2 Peter” and “The Miraculous Book of 
Jonah.” Mr. Register made presentations 
on “Winning the Battle in Our Postmodern 
Culture” and “What in the World Are God 
the Father and Jesus Christ Doing Now?”

Both presenters were pleased with the 
attendance and consideration is being 
given to whether the ABC Seminar might 
become a regular part of the annual North-
west Weekend calendar of events.

Daniel Graham

Continued from page 2

As announced in the November 2007 United News, a six-week Youth Corps project is being 
planned for June 16 through Aug. 3 in Jordan and Israel. Eight to 10 qualified young adults will 
serve at youth camps in Jordan, tour Israel and participate in an archaeological dig in Israel for four 
weeks. The cost for each participant will be about $4,000. More details can be found at members.
ucg.org/youthcorps/. Matthew and Mary Ann Bates are helping arrange the details for the Jordan 
part of the project, and here is their report (see page 4 for more on their current project):

For United Youth Corps, we are helping to coordinate the details for two summer camps in 2008. 
A few weeks ago we visited the Young Muslim Women’s Association Centre for Special Education. 
The center educates young people with mental handicaps from ages 5 to 30. The director of the camp 
was very excited to discuss ideas for creating a special week of art, drama, exposure to English and 
field trips for the older, more independent students.

The enormous smiles that followed us as we admired the students’ weaving, woodwork and pot-
tery make us anticipate a very rewarding experience for next summer’s volunteers.  

The second camp benefits a kindergarten in southern Jordan, in the village of Al Rajif, near Ma’an. 
Amman Baccalaureate School sponsors this kindergarten in one of Jordan’s impoverished rural 
areas, where public programs do not provide for early childhood education.

For these children, we are planning a weeklong day camp filled with sports, arts, handicrafts and 
English games. Something as simple as playing with paints or beautifying a wall with a mural will 
be an exciting new learning activity for these children.

It has been very encouraging to meet with the individuals involved and to project what our volun-
teers will be able to accomplish here next summer.

News
At a Glance

Summer Jordan/Israel Youth Corps Project Plans


