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by Jennifer Ledbetter

The parable of the lost sheep holds 
important lessons in true com-
passion, mercy and love. It can 

also serve as a reminder to each of us 
not to become wayward, and if we have, 
to turn back. All of us have strayed at 
times and are in constant danger of 
straying. We can often be tempted to 
rationalize sin ourselves yet turn our 
backs on a brother who struggles with 
certain sins that offend us. But we must 
ask sincerely and prayerfully: What 
does God expect from me? Are there 
parts of my life that I’m keeping sepa-
rate from God’s perfecting influence? 
Can a brother or sister who struggles 
with sins that hurt others still be pre-
cious to God? Could God have placed 
him or her in my life so that I could help 
and encourage them to overcome?

A Little Sin
How do we recognize if we are 

becoming lost, lukewarm or callous 
to sin? Often we have a false sense of 
security, when things look okay and feel 
okay in our lives (1 Corinthians 10:12). 
We get comfortable with our so-called 
“little sins,” maybe even ignoring them 

or purposefully not thinking too much 
about them. But there is no “little sin.” 
“For whoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty 
of all” (James 2:10).

All of us at times refuse to follow His 
will in certain areas of our lives. We can 
put off the work of overcoming a weak-
ness because it seems like a little sin that 
we can afford to live with. There is no 
more dangerous an attitude for a Chris-
tian to have. It is at once a willful turn-

ing from God and a turning to Satan’s 
ever present invitation to instant grati-
fication. Any who believe themselves 
strong enough to indulge in a little sin 
without being in real danger should 
understand that this is a very arrogant 
attitude that can lead to disaster. “For if 
anyone thinks himself to be something 
when he is nothing, he deceives him-
self ” (Galatians 6:3).
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Ministerial and Member 
Services Announces 
More Personnel 
Changes

Bob Dick will retire this coming 
November, and Rex Sexton will be 
replacing him in the Portland and 
Hood River, Oregon, area.

Roc Corbett will replace Rex Sexton 
in the Tacoma and Olympia, Washing-

Please see page 10
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by Mitchell Moss

The Council of Elders met at the home office in Mil-
ford, Ohio, for its quarterly February meeting Feb. 23-26. 
Among the items up for discussion were the budget for 
the upcoming fiscal year, planning for the General Con-
ference of Elders meeting, review of the by-laws of the 
Church, discussion of the Ambassador Bible College 
curriculum review and surveys, and more. 

Some highlighted quotes from the Council reports are 
below. Read the full reports and watch videos of select 
meetings at http://coe.ucg.org.
• Logo design: Planning and discussion took place 

about the new logo for Beyond Today and the United 
Church of God that is being worked on. There have 
been meetings with area companies to choose a design 
firm to assist us with this.

• One key operating statistic of note was that donors 

and coworkers increased significantly during Decem-
ber and January, mainly as a result of the December 
Good News subscriber letter. Total coworkers and 
donors are now at an all-time high for the Church.

• In other matters pertaining to the financial area, trea-
surer Rick Shabi reported that the sale of the Denton, 
Texas, property closed as scheduled on Feb. 10, 2015. 
Proceeds from the sale have been deposited into an 
interest-bearing account.

• Expectation is for the new Beyond Today “TV/Inter-
net/magazine logo to be ready for final Council 
approval sometime in May. Based on this, the launch 
of the magazine under the new name is planned for 
the September-October, 2015, issue.”

• Julie Brown went through a detailed review with the 
Council of the results from the surveys that were sent 
out to ABC alumni, students, faculty and pastors. This 

presentation was video recorded and is on the Coun-
cil website (http://coe.ucg.org) for more detail. She 
discussed the results and answered questions from 
the Council.  UN

Council of Elders Convenes for February Quarterly Meeting

Bob and Dyanne Dick

Nikhil Gangavane/iStockphoto/photos.com
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by Rex Sexton

In the multicultural society we live in, 
more and more people are becoming 
interested in Jewish traditions, some-

times even beginning to wear traditional 
Jewish clothing. Occasionally you may see 
a man at Sabbath services with four vis-
ible white and blue tassels hanging below 
his suit coat. Prayer shawls and phylacter-
ies (little wooden boxes wrapped around 
one’s arm with leather straps) are also 
becoming more well-known. Men who 
follow these customs often wear a beard, 
which gives them the appearance of being 
part of a Messianic Jewish or Neo-Phari-
saical group. In this article, we will learn 
about phylacteries and prayer shawls, and 
discuss whether Christians should wear 
them. In another article, below, we will 
discuss the issue of tassels.

Phylacteries
Some orthodox Jews wear leather boxes 

(phylacteries), which contain portions of 
Old Testament passages. They base this 
custom on scriptures in Deuteronomy 
and Exodus. One of those passages is  

Deuteronomy 6:6-8, which states, just 
after the reciting of the Ten Command-
ments:

“And these words which I command 
you today shall be in your heart. You 
shall teach them diligently to your chil-
dren, and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, when you walk by the 

way, when you lie down, and when you 
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes” (emphasis added 
throughout).

Also quoted to account for the cus-

by Rex Sexton

In the article above, we learned about 
the Jewish customs of phylacteries 
and prayer shawls, that those prac-

tices are extra-biblical and therefore are 
not a requirement for Christians today. 
Another custom that makes an appear-
ance occasionally today is that of wearing 
tassels. In this article, we will learn about 
the Old Testament instruction to wear 
tassels and discuss whether or not New 
Covenant Christians are still required to 
observe it today.

Tassels are small, knotted cords of 
strings, usually about six to 10 inches in 
length, worn about waist high. Often they 
are attached to a shawl or waistband, but 
can adorn any article of clothing.

There are two places in the Books of 
Moses that give instruction on tassels to 
the Israelites. The first is Numbers 15:38-
40: “Speak to the children of Israel: Tell 
them to make tassels on the corners of 
their garments throughout their genera-
tions, and to put a blue thread in the tas-
sels of the corners. And you shall have 
the tassel, that you may look upon it and 
remember all the commandments of the 
Lord and do them, and that you may not 

follow the harlotry to which your own 
heart and your own eyes are inclined, 
and that you may remember and do all 
My commandments, and be holy for your 
God.”

Almighty God knew that the Israelites 
would forget His laws. So did Moses. After 
giving them the Ten Commandments 
and knowing that their heart was not 
right, God said, “Oh, that they had such a 
heart in them that they would fear Me and 
always keep all My commandments, that 
it might be well with them and with their 
children forever!” (Deuteronomy 5:29).

Before Moses died God told him that 
He knew that Israel would forget His laws 
and Covenant in Deuteronomy 31:16. 
Moses also knew and warned them (verse 
29). So is it any wonder that God gave 
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Should a New 
Covenant Christian 
Wear Phylacteries or Prayer Shawls?

Should a New Covenant Christian  
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ton, church circuit. Steve Nutzman 
will once again pastor the Salt Lake 
City congregation, and the Las 
Vegas congregation will be pas-
tored from southern California.

Rex and Patti Sexton

Roc and Nancy Corbett

Steve and Melania Nutzman
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by Rainer Salomaa

As I write this article, we have just con-
cluded our February face-to-face Coun-
cil of Elders meetings at the home office. 

Most of the Council members are head-
ing home today and a few of us tomor-
row. Some have a long way to go. For 
instance, Bill Bradford will spend about 
19½ hours just in the air, as he goes to his 
home in Australia. It will take Carmelo 
Anastasi about 12 hours to do the same. 
I am more fortunate, living in Canada, 
but basically it becomes an all-day trip. 
All this points out that we are the United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation. If you look at the listings of our 
international congregations at www.ucg.
org/congregations/all you will see that 
beyond the United States, groups meet 
in what I counted as 59 countries and 
regions. The sun never sets on brethren 
in UCGIA.

We are coming up to the 20th anni-
versary of UCGIA this summer. Prep-

arations are being made to make the 
General Conference of Elders meet-
ings this May special and meaningful. 
As has been the custom for quite a few 
years now, there will be a meeting of the 
international elders and wives on Friday, 
May 1, with key home office staff and 
some Council members. It is a wonder-
ful way to share ideas and to fellowship 
with elders and their wives from far and 
wide. It also gives some of us time to get 
used to the time zone changes before the 
meetings begin that weekend.

When UCGIA began, it was with a 
desire to make sure that it was not just 
an American church. Bylaw 8.3.1 was 
written, which says: “The Council of 
Elders shall consist of twelve (12) mem-
bers. The Council shall include at least 

International Councilors

I’m sure you have heard of the phrase 
“practice makes perfect.” It was drilled 
into me in school as I memorized my mul-
tiplication tables. Notice this quote from 
brainfacts.org:

“The old adage ‘practice makes perfect’ 
has been applied to many kinds of learn-
ing, from high school chemistry and cre-
ative writing to music and sports. While 
experts continue to debate the number of 
hours and the type of practice that is opti-
mal for success, one thing is clear: train-
ing improves performance and changes the 
brain . . . With the advent of brain imaging 
technology, we now know that the human 
brain maintains the ability to modify its 
structure and function throughout life 
through a process called experience—
or learning-dependent plasticity” (April 
9, 2014, “Does Practice Make Perfect?” 
emphasis mine throughout).

That phrase by itself, however, is incom-
plete. We do not want to practice wrong 
habits or continue living in error or false-
hood. In his book, considered the defini-
tive textbook for military training, Ken-
neth R. Murray writes: “Everyone who 
has mastered any skill understands and 
appreciates the time and practice required 
to attain such mastery . . . First, remember 
that practice does not make perfect . . . per-
fect practice makes perfect. Don’t waste 
time learning and ingraining a skill that 
is wrong or inefficient. It takes a lot more 

repetitions to unlearn a bad habit than it 
does to learn the right habit in the first 
place. Work on form. First get good, and 
then get fast” (Training at the Speed of Life, 
Volume One, Page 120).

So, yes, we must be practicing the perfec-
tion that comes from God. But, we can’t 
just practice anything we want! Perfect 
practice makes perfect.

Ultimate faithfulness
The example of the prophet Daniel 

shows perfect practice making perfect—to 
the point where his detractors could find 
no fault in him. Note what was said of him 
in Daniel 6:4: “So the governors [presi-
dents] and satraps [princes] sought to find 
some charge against Daniel concerning the 
kingdom; but they could find no charge 
or fault, because he was faithful; nor was 
there any error or fault [corruption or neg-
ligence] found in him.”

The words corrupt and negligent help 
us define, by contrast, what it means to be 
faithful in our daily affairs. The word cor-
rupt is the opposite of “honest” or “ethical,” 
and the word negligent is the opposite of 
“careful,” “thoughtful,” and “considerate.”

Faithfulness is the opposite of being fick-
le and unreliable. A faithful person follows 
through and is faithful to God and in one’s 

promises to other people. We deliver, we 
show up, we keep our word, we keep our 
appointments, we keep our commitments, 
we do our duty.

A fickle person changes his mind, 
switches loyalties, has switching standards, 
is unstable, compulsive, uncommitted. An 
unreliable person can’t be depended upon, 
can’t be trusted with responsibility. Yes, 

God wants to see 
us faithfully serve 
Him in obedience, 
but He also watch-
es to see how faith-
ful we are toward 
Him—not fickle 
or unreliable in 
our spiritual life.

So is God see-
ing faith toward Him in your life? Are you 
living faithfully each day, carrying out 
your spiritual duties as a son or daughter 
of God? Are you practicing this each day, 
becoming perfect as He is perfect? We 
don’t always do it perfectly. Sometimes we 
“crawl” by faith. We have our down times. 
But we get up off our knees, stop crawling 
and start walking again. 

We use the spiritual talents God has giv-
en us and strengthen our faith and belief in 
what He is doing for us. We take on godly 
character. We persevere. We strive for the 
high calling of salvation, filled with the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

If we seek to grow in faith, to walk in 
faith, we have the promise of hearing our 
Father in Heaven say, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). Practice 
God’s way every day. Practice makes per-
fect. Perfect practice makes perfect.  UN
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So, yes, we must be practicing the perfection 
that comes from God. But we can’t just 
practice anything we want! Perfect practice 
makes perfect.

PE TER 
EDDINGTON
Media and 
Communication 
Services Operations 
Manager
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by Randy Hansen

I want to tell our story, not to tell 
how bad I was or how much I’ve 
changed, but to give hope to some-

one who may be in the same situation 
that my wife was in.

My wife Robin and I were married 
Dec. 14, 2009. We soon started growing 
apart. I was drinking too much, and we 
didn’t agree on marital things, kids and 
everyday decisions. We did not have a 
good marriage to say the least. Then to 
top it all off, my wife started going to 
some church. She was bringing home 
these beliefs that I did not understand. 
She told me that Christmas was against 
God! Everyone knows that Christmas is 
a religious holiday and is all about God, 
right? Then she tells me that Church is 
on Saturday, the Sabbath is not Sunday, 
and that people like my grandmother 
were wrong their whole lives!

Let me tell you, I wasn’t going to take 
that. How dare she or any church tell 
me that everything that I was raised to 
believe was wrong!

So I rebelled. I said very mean things, 
like telling her she was part of a cult and 
asking her if her church was going to 
have her drink Kool-Aid (referring to 
the Jim Jones incident).

This went on and on. There were 
times I wanted to leave and probably 
more times that she wanted me to leave. 
If someone would have told me that 
she was going to leave me, I would have 
said, “Good!” I was done with her but 
did not believe in divorce.

That is, until one fateful day: the day 
that I received a text from Robin say-
ing that she was not coming home. She 
would be staying with a girlfriend for a 
few days.

For some reason over the course of 
this day, I felt different, and by the next 
day I was totally humbled.

I prayed to God and told Him that if 
He would bring my wife back to me, I 
would walk His path with her side-by-
side.

That evening she called me. She told 
me that she was at her parents’ home 
talking, and she would be coming home 
to me shortly.

When Robin got home, she told me 
that she went to see a lawyer. She told 
me that he told her how much money 
she needed to pay for his services, and 
she left to get the money. But before 
she brought the lawyer the money, she 
decided to stop and tell her parents what 
was going on. Her dad told her that she 
needed to go home, give me a hug, and 
tell me that she loves me. Robin told 

her dad that I didn’t love Jesus the way 
she did, and that bothered her. Robin’s 
dad then asked her, “How could he love 
Jesus if he doesn’t know Him?”

I was so touched by that. It still brings 
tears to my eyes just thinking about it.

I had never felt so close to my wife 
as I did that evening. I suddenly found 
beauty in Robin that I had never seen 
before.

The next day I went to work and told 
my boss that I could no longer work on 
Saturdays. I told him that I know we are 
expected to work (and I usually worked 
every Saturday) and I was prepared to 
quit. I told him that I could start early, 
stay late, do whatever I had to do to get 
my work done, but I could no longer 
work on Saturday. He told me that he 
did not want me to leave, so he would 
talk with his boss and try to work some-
thing out. I was shocked! I figured my 
job was gone. A year earlier they would 
have told me, “Good luck.” So now I 
start work two hours early every day to 
get my projects done each week.

So the next day, which was the first 
Sabbath of Robin’s and my “new rela-
tionship,” I went to services with her. 
The service happened to be the annual 
service they hold at a member’s home. 
All I can say is that I was shocked. I had 
talked so badly about this church, these 
people, and now here they are accepting 
me and treating me as if I were one of 
their own.

I was so touched. When I met the pas-
tor all I could do was apologize for the 
things I said. He didn’t care. He was just 
glad that I was there.

Later I found out that Robin had 
talked with many of the members, told 
them about the hard times I had given 
her, and she told me that they prayed for 
me. Let me tell you, that will bring tears 
to toughest guy’s eyes.

I was so amazed. I had never in my 
life met such a forgiving, loving bunch 
of people, and I am proud to call them 
my family.

Robin and I were baptized together on 
Sept. 25, the eve of the Feast of Trum-
pets. We also just recently experienced 
our first Feast of Tabernacles and met 
even more loving people that we get to 
call our family.

God has so clearly been a big part of 
our lives since that day that Robin came 
home to me, and He has shown His 
presence many times.

I pray every day that God will con-
tinue to help me with my temper and 
my lack of patience and help me be a 
better husband and Christian. But now, 

instead of turning away from Robin to a 
drink, I now turn to God. God has made 
things so much better.

Robin and I still have our differences, 
but now they are much easier to work 
out, and we never stop loving each other.

I don’t know what God’s specific plan 

is for Robin and me, but I can’t help but 
think that there has to be more cases like 
ours out there. I hope that by telling my 
story, I can give someone hope who may 
be in a similar situation to ours.

Randy Hansen is a member who 
attends in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

by Suzanne Duckert

On the First Day of Unleavened 
Bread last year, I had the oppor-
tunity for a private lesson on 

foot-washing. We have a member who is 
100 years old here in the Nashville con-
gregation. Eleanor Allen has 
been in the Church for over 50 
years and is such an example 
and encouragement to all of us 
that have the pleasure of know-
ing her. Her old body is frail 
and feeble, but her mind is very 
much intact. She is bedridden 
for the most part.

Recently, her son-in-law who 
is 79 fell and broke his hip. Her 
daughter, who takes care of Mrs. 
Allen, now has to take care of 
her husband who also has Par-
kinson’s disease. Immediately 
when this happened the ladies 
of our congregation sprang into 
action. One of the ladies went to 
stay with Mrs. Allen while they 
took her son-in law to the hos-
pital. Since then, five ladies from 
our congregation have taken 
turns going up to stay with Mrs. 
Allen and help with her needs. 
They have a schedule where 
they each take one day a week 
to go care for this precious lady.

During this time, I’ve had ample oppor-
tunity to “sit at Mrs. Allen’s feet” and learn 
from the wisdom of her nearly 100 years 
on this planet. She has taught me much 
about love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and 
long-suffering—oh wait, that list looks 
familiar!

That day was my turn to spend the 
day with her. It occurred to me when I 
was helping her get a pan-bath, as I sat 
down on the floor to wash her feet, that 
I was literally being given this opportu-
nity to do what our Lord Jesus Christ had 
demonstrated for us to do just a couple 
of nights before on the Passover. I am so 
very thankful that God has given me the 

privilege of helping care for this precious 
saint.

I’m learning from spending time with 
her how difficult it is for people, especially 
the elderly that have been independent all 
of their lives, to humble themselves and 

accept help graciously instead of being 
the help-giver. She is still striving to build 
character and be transformed to be more 
like our older Brother. Mrs. Allen is such 
an example for me of patient endurance 
in the face of suffering. I am truly seeing 
godly women serve in the way that Jesus 
Christ asked us to.

I thank God for the most meaningful 
Passover season so far.

A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another; as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. By this all 
will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). 

Suzanne Duckert is a member who 
attends in Nashville, Tennessee

“Our Story”

Am I Really Willing to 
Wash Feet?
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Births

Emilia Michelle Trone
Nick and Elainea (Spivey) Trone of 

the Sacramento, California, congrega-
tion are pleased to announce the birth of 
their daughter, Emilia Michelle. Emilia 
was born Thursday, Jan. 9, 2014, at 10:15 
p.m. Emi weighed 7 lbs. 4 oz., and was 
20 in. long. She is the first grandchild of 
Dirk and Kathy Trone and first great-
grandchild of Dudley and Louise Trone, 
all of the Sacramento congregation. She 
is the 18th grandchild of Joel and Linda 
Hamby of Westmorland, California. We 
are all very happy this sweetie has joined 
our families.

Gracie Jean Jenkins
Gracie Jean Jenkins is the long-

awaited and much prayed for daughter 
of Matthew and Natalie Jenkins of the 
Huntsville, Alabama, congregation. She 
was born Oct. 20, 2014, at 1:32 p.m. 
Gracie Jean weighed 8 lbs. and was 21 in. 
long. She is the first grandchild of Gary 
and Rhonda Beam, and the first grand-
daughter of Dave and Debbie Jenkins. 
Gracie is a happy and healthy baby girl.

Theodore Jude Wagner
Andy and Lisa Wagner of the Twin 

Cities, Minnesota, congregation are 
pleased to announce the birth of their 
third son, Theodore Jude. Theodore 
was born Dec. 5, 2014, at 8:09 a.m. He 
weighed 8 lbs., 11 oz., and was 21.5 in. 
long. He is welcomed by big brothers 
Elijah, 7, and Oliver, 2. Proud grandpar-
ents include Dennis and Kathy Lausted 
(Eau Claire, Wisconsin, congregation) 
and John and Teri Wagner, all of Meno-
monie, Wisconsin.

Engagements
Caroline Elizabeth Luck and Joel 
Marc Segall

Andy and Tricia Luck of Burns, Ten-

nessee, and of the Nashville congrega-
tion, announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Caroline Elizabeth, to Joel Marc 
Segall of Seattle. Joel is the son of Stuart 
Segall and Jan Segall. The couple plans to 
wed on Aug. 9.

Anniversaries 
Bill and Gayle Baylor

On Dec. 20, 2014, the Southern Minne-
sota congregation honored Bill and Gayle 
Baylor for their faithful commitment to 
each other in a marriage lasting 50 years.

Bill and Gayle met in San Diego, Cali-
fornia. After college Gayle was visit-
ing her sister and decided to stay in the 
area. At the time and Bill was completing 
his tour of duty in the Marine Corps. A 
friend had invited Bill to attend the Tor-
rey Pines Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), thinking that he might be inter-
ested in singing in the choir. Gayle had 
been hired by the Church as secretary and 
she also sang in the choir. Gayle spotted 
Bill from the choir and was interested in 
meeting him, which she managed to do 
when they were exiting the Church.

After Bill and Gayle dated for a couple 
of years, they were married. After Bill 
completed his tour of duty in the service, 
the couple moved back to Clear Lake, 
Iowa, where they lived until 1971. After 
that they bought their lovely country 
home northeast of Mason City, Iowa.

The Baylors used to listen to Herbert 
Armstrong on the radio, who came on 
about the time the family was doing the 
dinner dishes. Their son was the age for 
Cub Scouts, and they eventually became 
Cub Scout leaders. One lady at one of the 
Cub Scout organizational meetings—
whose husband Bill knew as someone 
who went to a strange church—invited 
them to their home the following evening 
and they talked for hours. Every biblical 
question they had was answered with 
scriptural support. The Baylors came 

home with a stack of Worldwide Church 
of God booklets. After much reading and 
studying, for the first time in their lives 
religion made sense. The following Sab-
bath, March 23, 1974, they were invited 
to the church in Waterloo, and they were 
baptized the same day.

Bill was asked by Mr. Beyersdorfer, the 
minister who baptized them, if he would 
work with the choir. Music has always 
been a huge part of Bill and Gayle’s life. 
For the last 40 years the Baylors have felt 
very blessed to work with their fellow 
brethren in praising God through music.

Over the years the Baylor family grew 
to include their four children, Scott, 
Dawn, Martha, and Paul; two sons-in-
law; one daughter-in-law; and nine pre-
cious grandchildren, who bring much joy 
to their life.

The Southern Minnesota congregation 
honored the Baylors on their 50th anni-
versary as well as expressed their appre-
ciation for the many years of faithful and 
loving service they both have given to the 
Church of God.

Obituaries
Lynn Long

Born into the midst of the Great 
Depression in America’s heartland, 
Lynn Long was one of the longest serv-
ing members in the modern era of God’s 

Church. The daughter of Alice Brown 
and Henry Francis Long, a Choctaw, 
she grew up in Omaha, Nebraska. She 
attended Omaha’s Central High School 
where Lynn proved to be an excep-
tionally gifted student particularly as a 

musician.
Her independent spirit and yearn-

ing for a world beyond Nebraska led to 
her taking a bus to New York City right 
after graduating from high school, and 
she never went back. In New York she 
found work as a receptionist and start-
ed performing as a jazz pianist in vari-
ous night clubs; she also uncovered the 
truth of the seventh-day Sabbath and 

started attending a seventh-day church. 
In the mid 1950s she encountered the 
Radio Church of God in Manhattan, 
and at the age of 29 she typed a 20-page 
letter to her former seventh-day church 
setting forth her new understanding 

of God’s Holy Days 
and Feasts, informing 
them of their doctri-
nal shortcoming. She 
tendered her resigna-
tion from that church 
to its entire synod. On 
March 28, 1962, she 

was baptized and was very active in its 
Ambassador women’s club, the theater 
club, and served as the church accom-
panist for both the singing of hymns 

Announcements

Gracie Jean Jenkins
Born Oct. 20, 2014

Theodore Jude Wagner
Born Dec. 5, 2014

Emilia Michelle Trone
Born Jan. 9, 2014

Caroline Luck and Joel Segall
Wedding Planned Aug. 9

Lynn Long
Feb. 11, 1930-May 16, 2014

Please see next page

A very colorful person, both in her carefully 
coordinated outfits and hats, as well as her 
outgoing personality, Lynn was also a fine 
example of kindness and gratitude.
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and for the chorale for many years.
Realizing that her life’s commitment 

was to God’s Church and that her plans 
for a musical career were secondary, 
she put herself through Pace University, 
earning a bachelors of business admin-
istration in 1984. She continued work-
ing at Esso, but had been promoted to 
the role of executive assistant, retiring 
from the renamed company ExxonMo-
bil in 1988. During her working years 
she always chose to transfer to interna-
tional Feast sites and therefore became 
known to many Church members in 
far-flung locations. She attended Feasts 
in China, Australia, Hawaii and Thai-
land, as well as England and Ireland, 
along with many trips to the Caribbean 
sites.

A very colorful person, both in her 
carefully coordinated outfits and hats, 
as well as her outgoing personality, 
Lynn was also a fine example of kind-
ness and gratitude. Never having mar-
ried, and always taking care of her-
self very independently, she did not 
expect anything from anyone, and was 
extremely grateful for the smallest gifts 
and assistance that came her way. In the 
apartment building where she resided 
for the past 26 years, she was known as 
one who would go to sit with the elderly 
and infirm to provide a break for fami-
lies and care-givers.

In January 2014 she was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer and was admit-
ted in mid-February to Calvary Hos-
pice in the Bronx, where she spent her 
remaining days and was able to take the 
Passover for the 52nd time.

Truman “Wade” Cole
Truman “Wade” Cole of La Pine, Ore-

gon, died in his sleep on May 28, 2014, at 
the age of 85.

Wade was born in Fairview, Oklahoma, 
on Oct. 21, 1928, to Clifford and Hazel 
(Dickinson) Cole. Wade attended Jeffer-
son High School in Jefferson, Oregon.

In 1950 he married Virginia Freitag 

from Scio, Oregon. Wade worked at a saw-
mill at the Albany area until he became a 
builder/contractor in the same area. They 
lived there nearly 45 years before moving 
to La Pine, Oregon in 1995.

He loved gardening, fishing and hunt-
ing—and his little dog, Peeko! He was 
active in the Church of God for many 
years and ordained a deacon in 1981. He 
taught hunters safety courses and loved the 
grandkids.

Wade was preceded in death by two 
sons, Steven Cole and Randal Cole. He is 
survived by his wife Virginia; two brothers, 
Calvin (Linda) Cole of Albany, Oregon, 
and Norman (Barbara) Cole of Riverview, 
Florida; three daughters, Karen (Larry) 
Walker of La Pine, Oregon; Lonna Cole 
of La Pine, Oregon; Lisa (Jeff) Richards 
of Bend, Oregon; one son, Donald Cole of 
Columbus, Ohio; 10 grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren.

A celebration of life was held June 29, 
2014, in Redmond, Oregon. Larry Walker 
officiated the service where many friends 
and family, past and present gathered to 
honor his memory.

Vera A. Bowman
Vera A. Bowman, a faithful member 

of God’s Church for many years, with a 
kind and loving personality, died on Dec. 
17, 2014. She was 98 years old. Vera was 
born on March 9, 1916, in Wyanet, Illi-
nois, the daughter of William and Mar-
tha (Duncan) Sons. She grew up and went 
to school in Illinois, then following high 

school Vera attended business school 
for a year and worked as a typesetter for 
Cable Publishing.

She was united in marriage to Eugene 
R. Bowman on June 16, 1936. Eugene 

and Vera moved to Minnesota in the mid 
1940s, settling on a farm west of Hol-
landale. She worked at the Hollandale 
Marketing Association for several years, 
and in her retirement worked for TCM 
Commodities, assisting her son Bill until 
age 93. Vera enjoyed gardening, traveling, 
reading and discussing politics.

Survivors include her children William 
(Sue) Bowman, Robert (Ann) Bowman, 
Gary (Karen) Bowman, Michael (Alissa) 
Bowman and Judy (Gary) Degent; 11 
grandchildren and 27 great-grandchil-
dren; and many nieces and nephews. Vera 
was preceded in death by her parents, 
her husband Eugene, great-grandson 
Markus, a brother, and three sisters. Vera 
will be greatly missed by her many family 
members as well as by her local Church 
family.

She set a great example of faithfulness 
to everyone around her and she was very 
devoted in her church attendance right up 
until the last year of her life.

Karen J. Hadley 
Karen J. Hadley, 50, of the Columbus, 

Ohio, United Church of God congre-
gation died Tuesday, Dec. 30, 2014, at 
Mount Carmel East Medical Center from 
complications of Wolfram Syndrome. She 
is survived by her husband Paul in addi-
tion to her parents Glenn and Ruby Ash-
burn.

Karen overcame disabilities that 
included blindness and impaired hearing 
to work many years as a self-employed 

medical massage thera-
pist. She was well known 

and respected in Colum-
bus for her professional 
abilities and the joy she 
got from helping others 
through her work.

She was an excellent 
public speaker who enjoyed speaking at 
schools and civic organizations about her 
work, as well as keeping a positive attitude 
in spite of adversity.

Karen was outgoing and loved being 

with people. The highlight of each year 
for her was the Feast of Tabernacles 
where she could fellowship and make new 
friends.

Her strong faith and inspirational atti-
tude will be missed by all who knew her.

Lloyd Philbeck
Lloyd Philbeck, the oldest member of 

the Dayton, Ohio, church, died on Jan. 15, 
2015. He was born in Rockcastle Coun-
ty, Kentucky, on April 20, 1915. He was 
preceded in death by his wife of 47 years, 
Wenona (Gunnoe) Philbeck, son Darrel 
Philbeck, and his seven brothers and two 
sisters. 

He is survived by three sons: Daniel 
(Jane); Paul; and Timothy (Sherry). He 
has 16 grandchildren, numerous great-
grandchildren, and one great-great-
grandson.

Lloyd retired from the NCR corpo-
ration in 1974. It was there that fellow 
employees introduced him to the teach-
ings of the Church. He was baptized on 
Sept. 1, 1970, and remained active in 
the Church until just a few years ago. He 
definitely did not let his age become a 
hindrance: He was a member of spokes-
man club, gave sermonettes, and spoke at 
outreach Bible studies presented in area 
nursing homes.

Lloyd was very outgoing and was 
friendly with both young and old alike. 
He set a good example for the rest of us, 
and will truly be missed by the Dayton 
congregation.

Announcements

Announcements:
Please submit announcements of the 

births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in your families. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) to UN@ucg.org or give 
them to your local pastor to forward 
to United News. If you mail via regular 
mail, please include a self-addressed 
envelope if you would like photos 
returned.

Truman “Wade” Cole
Oct. 21, 1928-May 28, 2014

Vera A. Bowman
March 9, 1916-Dec. 17, 2014

Karen J. Hadley
1964-2014

Lloyd Philbeck
April 20, 1915-Jan. 15, 2015

She set a great example of faithfulness 
to everyone around her and she was very 
devoted in her church attendance right up 
until the last year of her life.
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Mrs. Eleanor Allen 
is shown surrounded 
by more than 190 cards 
that she received for her 
100th birthday, which 
was Wednesday, Sept. 
3. The cards poured 
in from members and 
congregations around 
the world. In her hand 
she holds the special 
card signed by the 
brethren in Nashville. 

Mrs. Allen was bap-
tized in 1963. She was part of the original congregation 
in Nashville, which began in 1964. In those days she rode 
a bus from her home near the Alabama line to Nashville. 
Members would transport her from the bus station to the 
meeting hall for Sabbath services. Although she hasn’t 
been able to attend services for the past few years she lis-
tens on the phone to the Nashville service each week, lis-
tens to the Beyond Today program each week, and loves 
and appreciates visits from the members of the Nashville 
congregation. She wants to thank everyone who sent her 
cards and let them know what a joy it was every day for 
the mail to be brought to her with cards from so many.

Suzanne Duckert

During the fall season of 2014, the Greensboro ladies 
club set out to systematically discuss the fundamental 
beliefs of the United Church of God. Ladies each chose 
one of our 20 fundamental beliefs and prepared short 
presentations to share with the club. This project served 
as a good review of our basic doctrines leading up to 
God’s festivals, and gave the ladies an opportunity to 
share their understanding with one another.

In their final meeting before the Feast of Tabernacles 
this year, the ladies spent their time preparing feast bas-
kets for the several members of the Greensboro area who 
were not able to attend this year. The Greensboro ladies’ 
club looks forward to continued growth together in the 
faith and service toward the members of our local con-
gregation.

Danielle Britt

On Nov. 1, 2014, the Spokane, Washing-
ton, congregation hosted a special Sabbath 
gathering commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the Church of God in Spokane. 
Sabbath services consisted of split sermons 
by Jim Lichtenstein—the first resident min-
ister to the Spokane congregation—and 
retired pastor Terry Swagerty. An evening 
social that included a sandwich and fruit 
bar, along with a short video presentation, 

created a wonderful atmosphere for fellowship.
Over 160 individuals from around the region came 

together to share memories, renew friendships and glo-
rify God for His blessings over the years.

Paul Moody

The Boise, Idaho, congregation enjoyed a “Winter 
Luau” for their late December Saturday night social with 
around 50 brethren attending. The young adults group 
(they organize many of our socials) organized a variety of 
games and door prizes, including Hawaiian Bingo. Gina 
and Ben Jorgensen, from the Lewiston, Idaho, congre-
gation, brought in a dozen handmade palm trees, made 
several tiki huts and converted the hall to a colorful luau 
setting, which dazzled the eyes. Completing the enjoy-
able social was a delicious Hawaiian-themed potluck.

Steve Nutzman

The Spokane Family Ski Weekend (held Jan. 16-18, 
2015) is an annual event hosted by the Spokane church, 
inviting northwest outlying areas. The event started 
with a Friday evening teen/young adult Bible study by 
Paul Moody, an elder in the Spokane area. Afterwards 
families found their guest homes, and several teens con-
verged for sleepovers at three host family locations. Sab-
bath services were held at the West Central Community 
Center, and while everybody found dinner on their own, 
the surprise activity “Theatre-in-the-Round” was being 
set up. New York Dreams—a play purchased and greatly 
ad-libbed by eight local “comedians” (Church mem-
bers)—was presented as guests enjoyed a lavish dessert 
buffet. More than an hour of fun and laughter, the pre-
senters seemed to enjoy their roles as much as those they 
were entertaining.

The following day snow activities were scheduled 
at Silver Mountain Resort, and those brave enough to 
challenge the icy slopes skied and snowboarded. Oth-
ers chose the warmth of the lodge, watching the game, 
enjoying pizza, and fellowshipping. The weekend was 
concluded with a fajita dinner hosted at the Iiams’ home. 
Several families extended their weekend, leaving Mon-
day as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day pre-empted school. 
Plans for next year’s surprise entertainment are already 
under way; guaranteed to be loads of fun.

Judy Markley

The best snow on earth is claimed to be in Utah, and 
there are many who would agree. Some who attended 
the Salt Lake City Ski Weekend on Jan. 17-18 used 
words such as phenomenal, epic, perfect, and awesome 
to describe the snow conditions on the slopes of Brigh-
ton Ski Resort, about 30 miles from downtown Salt Lake 
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City. Visitors from Ohio, Texas, Florida and California 
began arriving on Thursday—and some stayed until the 
following Tuesday—enjoying the warm hospitality of the 
Salt Lake City congregation and the amazing vistas of the 
Wasatch Mountains.

Frank McCrady, pastor of the Dayton and Cincinnati 
North congregations and a faculty member of Ambas-
sador Bible College, was the guest speaker on the Sab-
bath. He spoke about friendship and drew lessons from 
the example of Barnabas as a way for us to learn to be a 
great friend to others. The first message was given by 
Roc Corbett, pastor of the Salt Lake City and Las Vegas 
congregations, encouraging everyone to stop during the 
day, look around at the wonderful creation, and verbally 
praise the Lord, as we see in Psalm 148. Several skiers 
commented afterward how doing so from a beautiful 
vantage point on the mountain really helped them to 
appreciate God more.

The weekend was rounded out by a great potluck after 
services followed by a very joyful game night, and a great 
“chili dinner” on Sunday after a full day on the slopes. We 
had 49 members and visitors enjoying this rejuvenating 
time together, and the Salt Lake City congregation hopes 
that next year even more visitors will be able to join us, 
and make this an annual event.

Roc Corbett

On Jan. 31 the Los Angeles congregation extended an 
invitation to the Bakersfield, Redlands and San Diego 
congregations to enjoy an evening of fun-filled fellow-
ship after services with Laura Peabody as the activity 
coordinator.

After sundown we shared a potluck dinner, changed 

into our 1950s costumes and participated in games, kara-
oke, entertainment and a hula hoop contest. We were 
swinging to 50s music with Loren Oesterle as our DJ. 
There was a photographer ready for those who wished to 
participate in the photo opportunity. A wonderful eve-
ning was had by all!

Marta Cedeño

The Phoenix East, Arizona, congregation said a bitter-
sweet farewell to pastor John Elliott and his wife Merrie 
on Feb. 14, 2015. After 13 years of dedicated service to 
the area, they are being transferred to Washington state.

At the conclusion of the sermon, Mr. and Mrs. Elliott 
had each of the ordained men and women with their 
spouses come to the stage one by one. There he presented 
each with a wooden plaque of appreciation for dedicated 
service. It was a tearful moment for all involved.

This was followed by a series of presenters, who after 
some short stories or comments, presented the Elliotts 

with gifts. These 
included a pair of 
galoshes for each 
of them, a pair of 
jackets, a printed 
c o n g re g at i o n a l 
photo book with 
personal notes, 
and a blanket with 
each family’s name 
stitched on a color-
ful leaf. The Show 
Low congregation 
also presented 
them with a per-
sonalized boot mat 
for their “mud room.”  All were appropriate gifts for life 
in Washington, where they will now pastor both the 
Seattle and Sedro Woolley congregations.

Everyone then shared a potluck meal and chocolate 
cake inscribed with “We love you Mr. and Mrs. Elliott.”

It was a sad day of new beginnings for all. For the 
Elliotts in their new area, but also for the Phoenix East 
congregation, as we will be combining with the North-
west congregation.

Lorelei Nettles

Los Angeles Potluck and 
the Hop

Phoenix East Says 
Goodbye to Elliotts 

Hula Hoop contest photo opportunity.

Local Church Updates: Send us news and events from 
your local congregation! Check with your pastor and 
have him forward what you write. We’re looking for 100- 
to 300-word articles and photos with captions. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if you’d like photos 
returned. Include the author’s and photographer’s names. 
Please double-check the spelling of names. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give the material to your local pastor to 
forward to United News.

tom of wearing phylacteries is Deuteronomy 11:18: 
“Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in 
your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign 
on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes.”

How are we to apply these commandments in 
Deuteronomy? Are we to follow the example of the 
Jews at the time of Christ—or the example of some 
Jews today—in wearing phylacteries? To begin with 
the obvious, the leather box phylacteries worn by 
Jews today are usually worn on the upper arm or 
forehead, not the hands or bridge of the nose. Since 
the modern application contradicts the scriptures 
used as the basis for this practice, it’s evident that it 
has more to do with tradition than scriptural obedi-
ence.

Next it is important to notice the figurative lan-
guage, which provides emphasis, but is not to be 
understood literally. Exodus 13:16 says that God’s 
law is to be “in your heart,” that it is to be “as a sign 
on your hand,” and “as frontlets between your eyes.” 
A literal interpretation would require that we liter-
ally insert paper with verses written on it into our 
hearts—which obviously isn’t what’s intended.

In these admonitions God is instructing us to 
always remember His commandments and to be 
careful with what we do with our minds and hands, 
keeping in mind His laws, which should guide us 
every day. It is important to note that this descrip-

tion is repeated in Revelation 13 con-
cerning the mark of the beast, which 
will figuratively be on the hands and 
forehead (a metaphor for the mind) 
of those who receive it. The mark of 
the beast represents an adversarial 
approach to the commandments of 
God and will involve the head (the 
beliefs of the heart and mind) and 
hands (the actions and behaviors).

The use of the word “as” in these 
phrases is also vital to our under-
standing that we are to apply God’s 
laws in how we act, think and speak. 
Consider other verses using figura-
tive language:

“Let not mercy and truth forsake 
you; bind them around your neck, 
write them on the tablet of your 
heart” (Proverbs 3:3). “Bind them continually upon 
your heart; tie them around your neck” (Proverbs 
6:21, compare verses 20, 22-24 and 27-29). Proverbs 
7:3 adds: “Bind them on the fingers; write them on 
the tablet of your heart.”

Your heart does not have a physical tablet, but a 
spiritual one. God will someday write His laws on 
the hearts of all mankind—as He does today for 
those who come under the new covenant—which 
we are told in Hebrews 10:16.

No Old Testament Record
There are no records of people wearing phylac-

teries in the Old Testament. That should tell us 
something. As for historical records, the Interna-
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia states: “It is not 
known when the custom (of phylacteries) began. It 
was unknown among the Samaritans, hence . . . the 
custom must have developed after the Samaritan-
Jewish schism (3rd Century B.C.)” (1986 edition, 
vol. 3, p. 864, article “Phylactery”).

The ISBE article also states that the oldest known 
fragments of phylacteries came from the excava-
tions at Qumran and Murabba’at, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls sites where manuscripts dated from the ear-

Continued from page 2
Phylacteries

Concluded on next page
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them some physical ways to remind themselves of His 
laws?

New Covenant Fulfillment
Paul called these reminders a schoolmaster—or in 

some translations a tutor. “Therefore the law was our 
tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith” (Galatians 3:24). The tutor has now brought us to 
Christ. We understand that we are to “walk in newness 
of life” (Romans 6:4), and have “put on the new man who 
is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him 
who created him” (Colossians 3:10).

Galatians also teaches us that the ceremonial laws, 
given 430 years after the covenant with Abraham (which 
was based on his obedience to God’s commandments, 
laws, statutes, and charge—Genesis 26:5) did not change 

the covenant, but were added because of the record of 
disobedience of Israel, and would be binding on them 
until the coming of the Messiah.

In Hebrews we are given a kind of short list to deter-
mine just what laws we are talking about: “It was symbol-
ic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices 
are offered which cannot make him who performed the 
service perfect in regard to the conscience—and con-
cerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, 
and fleshly  ordinances [physical rites] imposed until the 
time of reformation. But Christ came as High Priest of 
the good things to come, with the greater and more per-
fect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation” (Hebrews 9:9-11).

In agreeing to the covenant with God in Exodus 19-23, 
the Israelites twice solemnly swore to obey God and 
abide by His laws. However, they very quickly disobeyed 
and demanded a golden calf to worship. This began a 
long series of sins breaking their promise. This proved to 
God that Israel did not understand the gravity and their 
commitment or fear God in the proper way. The purpose 
of the physical rites and sacrifices was to teach the people 

of Israel the importance of obeying God’s laws and the 
seriousness of transgressing them.

“What purpose then does the law serve? It was add-
ed because of transgressions, till the Seed should come 
to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed 
through angels by the hand of a mediator” (Galatians 
3:19).

As a result of Jesus Christ being seated at the right 
hand of the Father and sending the Holy Spirit to be our 
helper, we now are to have the laws and commandments 
of God in our heart and mind. This is the most conse-
quential change made possible by the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ on our behalf, and was prophesied by Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 31:31-33), then reaffirmed by the author of 
Hebrews (Hebrews 8:8-10).

Deuteronomy 22—Judgments
The second chapter that gives instruction on tassels 

reveals that it is an application principle. This chapter is 
Deuteronomy 22 and contains judgments. Judgments are 

not commandments or statutes. They’re 
instructions on how to apply those laws 
to given situations. We make judgments 
every day of our lives as we let God’s laws 
lead and guide our decisions. Read the 
first 12 verses, and you will see that these 
instructions illustrate ways to apply the 
second great commandment: “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself ” (Leviti-
cus 19:18).

In this chapter the Israelites are 
instructed to return lost animals and garments, to give 
assistance to others when needed (Galatians 6:10), not 
to cross-dress, not to sow mixed seed, not to plow with 
unequal animals, or mix specific types of fibers. They are 
instructed to have mercy on mother birds and to always 
build a parapet on their house so as to prevent falling off.

While these are all instructions from God and have a 
spiritual basis, not all apply in a physical way today. Most 
of us do not live in a house with a parapet (a vertical wall 
extending past the roofline), however we keep this in 
principle by making our houses as safe as possible for 
residents and guests.

The original scriptural intent behind the fringed gar-
ment was to remind the Israelites of God’s command-
ments to them. They were slaves of sin because, lacking 
the Spirit of God, their human nature and Satan’s influ-
ence caused them to resist doing what was right. God 
intended they be a model nation for the world to take 
note of, but they weren’t able to do so for very long—they 
gave in to the base human instincts we are all very famil-
iar with. But that charge to overcome our nature has now 
been made possible with the giving of the Holy Spirit. 

We can now obey from the heart. Paul wrote: “But God 
be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which 
you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness” (Romans 6:17-18).

The instruction to make tassels to remind Israelites not 
to forget God’s law is now applied by worshipping God 
not just outwardly, but in spirit and truth. Jesus Christ 
told the woman at the well, “God is Spirit, and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 
4:24).

Spiritual Reminders Supercede Physical Ones
Since the coming of the Holy Spirit, which enables us 

to kill or mortify sin (Romans 8:13), we are to be con-
stantly reminded by spiritual means of our covenant 
with our God and our need to live righteous lives. God’s 
written Word is the first and foremost way of doing this.

Peter wrote that his epistles would be one reminder (2 
Peter 1:15, 3:1-2). We also are to be reminded regularly 
by our ministers at Sabbath services, at Bible studies, and 
in fellowship and conversation with God’s people. Paul 
instructed Timothy to be careful to do this (2 Timothy 
2:12, 14).

Paul understood that believers were to admonish each 
other, and he was to remind them constantly of their call-
ing, future, and need to obey God. He wrote, “Now I 
myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that 
you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, 
able also to admonish one another” (Romans 15:14).

One of the functions of the Spirit of God is to help us 
remember the teachings of Jesus Christ. Before He was 
crucified, Jesus promised His disciples: “But the Helper, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, 
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remem-
brance all things that I said to you” (John 14:26).

Jesus’ Teaching on Pharisees, Phylacteries 
and Tassels

Many people believe that Jesus wore a garment with 
tassels, and the biblical record seems to affirm that He 
did during His human life. Matthew 14:36 and paral-
lel verses give accounts that people in need of healing 
“begged Him that they might only touch the hem of His 
garment. And as many as touched it were made perfectly 
well.” The Greek word translated “hem”—kraspedon—
can mean border, hem or fringe.

That same word is also used in a very strong sermon 
Jesus gave denouncing the scribes and Pharisees. “But 
all their works they do to be seen by men. They make 
their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders [kraspe-
don] of their garments” (Matthew 23:5). The thing that’s 

ly A.D. 100s were discovered. The Jewish 
Encyclopedia records that women, slaves, 
and minors were exempt from wearing 
phylacteries, and men should not wear 
them on the Sabbath (1906 edition, vol. X, 
25, “Phylacteries”). The historical record 
leads to the conclusion that the origin of 
phylacteries was the religion of Pharisa-
ism that had its birth in the Jewish exiles 
in Babylon. If God were the author of 
this, would He want only men to keep His 
laws—and even then, not on the Sabbath?

Head Coverings
Jewish prayer shawls are being promot-

ed and marketed quite heavily today in 

the Messianic and Hebrew Roots move-
ments. They have also begun to make 
their way into some mainline Christian 
communities. Many Orthodox Jewish 
men wear prayer shawls or tallits when 
praying or in a synagogue. The shawls 

cover the head, and the corners of the 
prayer shawl are often called wings, hav-
ing tassels attached to them. These are in 

addition to the frequently worn kippot—
the small round cloth covering worn on 
the top of the head.

These customs are actually the opposite 
of what is taught in the New Testament 
about praying. The apostle Paul wrote: 

“Every man praying or prophesying, hav-
ing his head covered, dishonors his head” 
(1 Corinthians 11:4). Verse 7 adds, “For a 

man indeed ought not to cover his head, 
forasmuch as he is the image and glory 
of God.” We follow this teaching in the 
Church of God today. Men do not wear 
head coverings when they pray or teach.

Conclusion
In both the case of prayer shawls and 

phylacteries, it is clear that they are extra-
biblical traditions and therefore are not 
applicable to Christians. In the case of tas-
sels, however, the answer requires a more 
nuanced understanding of the applica-
tion of God’s law to Christians who have 
entered into the New Covenant. For that 
article, please see page 2.  UN

God will someday write His laws on the hearts 
of all mankind—as He does today for those 
who come under the new covenant.

As a result of Jesus Christ being seated at the 
right hand of the Father and sending the Holy 
Spirit to be our helper, we now are to have the 
laws and commandments of God in our heart 
and mind.

Continued from page 2
Tassels

Concluded on next page
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Separation From Our Shepherd
All of us are at risk, and the more deeply we under-

stand this, the more focused we should become on 
obedience and honoring God above all else. But some 
will resist: “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter 
times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking 
lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared 
with a hot iron” (1 Timothy 4:1-2).

When we sin (no matter how seemingly small or 
justified), we distance ourselves from the safety and 
protection of our Shepherd—the One who loves us so 
deeply that He gave up His glory and place of honor to 
be humiliated, tortured and put to death for us. He did 
not endure such agony so we could live a comfortable 
and satisfying physical life, doing as we please with our 

lives while awaiting His return. No, He risked every-
thing and suffered unimaginably for the hope that we 
who have been chosen since the foundation of the 
world would respond to Him in kind, willing to give 
up everything for Him as He did for us (Romans 12:1).

In return, He is offering the most incredible oppor-
tunity to become children of God. He is offering us the 
opportunity to join Him and the Father in bringing 
about salvation, peace and healing for all mankind. 
Can we respectfully give anything less than everything 
we’ve got? We cannot. We give all, or we give nothing. 
Revelation 3:16 reminds us that there is a terrible con-
sequence for not giving our all: “So then, because you 
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit 
you out of My mouth.” 

We must work hard at submitting to God’s will every 
day of our lives. Satan our adversary, tempter, accuser 
and stumbling block is keenly aware and focused on 
our every move. We dare not underestimate his wit 
and determination.

Seeking Whom He May Devour
This roaring lion—our adversary who waits just 

outside the fold—watches for opportunities to draw 
away the weak, “seeking whom he may devour” (1 
Peter 5:8). Satan wants nothing more than to destroy 
the future family of God. Not only can we resist him 
with God’s help, we can have a serious impact on the 
eternal life of another individual: “Brethren, if any-
one among you wanders from the truth, and some-
one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a 
sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from 
death and cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20).

Satan places temptations and distractions all along 
our path to draw us along like a little child catching 
fireflies, thinking “just one more, just one more; I’m 
okay, I can still get back.” All the while we are being 
enticed further and further from home into the dark-
ness where the evil one lies in wait. James warned us 
that “each one is tempted when he is drawn away by 
his own desires and enticed” (James 1:14).

Continued from page 1

Lost

very clear is His condemnation of doing 
religious-looking things in order to be 
seen by others. Over and over again, 

Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their 
approach to their religion—stating that 
it was hypocritical (Luke 12:1), that their 
father was Satan the devil and they were 
doing Satan’s bidding (John 8:44), and 
that they had made the law of God of no 
effect in their lives due to their traditions 
(Mark 7:7-8). Their worship was vanity 

because their motive was wrong.
Jesus powerfully made the point in His 

sermon on the mount: “Take heed that ye 
do not your righteousness before men, to 
be seen of them: else ye have no reward 
with your Father who is in heaven” (Mat-
thew 6:1, American Standard Version).

Those who wear tassels usually do so 
out of a sincere desire to obey God. But 
all too often there have been examples of 
individuals who have made their obser-
vance of this issue (or any other countless 
number of issues) a cause for division in 
the Body of Christ. Jesus condemned 
the scribes and Pharisees for obeying 

the physical commands to the smallest 
degree while neglecting the weightier 
matters of the law (Matthew 23:23-24).

Likewise we should not make any 
physical command of which we are 
personally convinced into an issue that 
causes division. Paul tackled similar 

issues in Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 
8, where he instructed that, if there is a 
disagreement between people on a mat-
ter regarding a physical observance, let 
each be fully convinced in his own mind 
(Romans 14:5), and that each should 
give preference to the other in order not 
to cause them to stumble before God (1 

Corinthians 8:9). Instead, he wrote, let 
us pursue things which make for peace 
and which edify one another (Romans 
14:19).

We are now called to seek those things 
that are above, where the Messiah reigns 
from on high (Colossians 2:20-3:1). 

We now have a “better covenant based 
on better promises” (Hebrews 8:6). Let 
us not pursue the vain religion of the 
Pharisees that seeks recognition from 
other people. Instead, let us pursue those 
things which edify the Body, joining and 
knitting it together by what every mem-
ber supplies (Ephesians 4:16).  UN

Continued from previous page
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We are now called to seek those things that are above, where the Messiah reigns from on high (Colossians 
2:20-3:1). We now have a “better covenant based on better promises” (Hebrews 8:6). Let us not pursue the 

vain religion of the Pharisees that seeks recognition from other people. Instead, let us pursue those things 
which edify the Body, joining and knitting it together by what every member supplies (Ephesians 4:16). 

three (3) members whose primary work is outside 
the United States of America at the time of their elec-
tion.” That has been the case ever since. We have had 
international men on the council who have served in 
Australia, Canada, England, French-speaking regions, 
Germany, Italy and the Spanish-speaking regions. 
They have served, and continue to serve as members 
of the CoE, giving their international perspectives and 
cultural sensitivities in some of the deliberations and 
committee meetings.

Shortly after UCGIA began, Rules of Association 
were approved. Quoting from there it says: “The Rules 
of Association are designed to further good relation-
ships within the United Church of God and to effec-
tively facilitate the work of the Church. These rules 
are subordinate to the governing documents of the 
UCGIA as well as the legal documents of the National 
Councils in their respective nations.” It goes on to 
say, “These rules are designed to guide the activities 
of the United Church of God throughout the world.” 
(I might say that all of our governing documents are 

available to read online at the Council of Elders web-
site at http://coe.ucg.org.)

At this round of Council meetings, the CoE approved 
a budget that will be presented to the General Confer-
ence of Elders. A part of the budget includes interna-
tional subsides, which help areas outside of the United 
States. For the coming fiscal year, close to $1.5 million 
is allocated for that. The internationals realized that 
the work of God being done in the United States is a 
driving force that spreads worldwide. In Canada we 

do not have to rely on a subsidy, but we capitalize on 
the Beyond Today television program produced at the 
home office and air it nationwide. The only literature 
that we directly produce is United News Canada. The 
rest comes from the home office. (We do contribute 
towards the cost of the literature.) We also rely on 
guest speakers to help at our festival sites. It is a team 

effort, with each part doing their share.
After having sat on the Council for close to two 

years, I can tell you that it is a labor of love. There 
are early morning trips to the airport, customs and 
immigrations, as well as security lineups. There are 
the face-to-face meetings, committee meetings, and 
Web meetings, as well as e-mail exchanges and lots 
of documents to read. For some internationals, the 
Web meetings can be very early in the morning, or 
late at night. Over the course of a three-year term, 

months of time are spent away from 
home and the local church areas. The 
sacrifice can be felt in homes and con-
gregations. A few Sabbaths ago, when 
I came to services, one of the members 
jokingly said that they are going to call 
me the “gypsy minister.” We all had a 

good chuckle about that, but they understand.
In closing, I do want to say that the international 

members on the Council are not there to represent any 
particular country or region, but like all of the Coun-
cil members, are there to help look after the good of 
the Church worldwide so that we can all be about our 
Father’s business.  UN

After having sat on the Council for close to two 
years, I can tell you that it is a labor of love.

Continued from page 3
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When we yield to Satan, it often seems innocent. 
A small compromise here, a bigger one there. Com-
promises we know Jesus wouldn’t make Himself, 
but after all, who can really live like He did? There 
is serious danger in approaching obedience in this 
cavalier way. When we accept attitudes and behav-
iors into our lives that we know oppose God and 
His way, then we have chosen evil over God. If we 
persist in willfully compromising the way that God 
has shown us, we “trample the Son of God under 
foot . . . ” (Hebrews 10:26-29). We begin to go into 
darkness, replacing God’s voice and truth with the 
voice and lies of the evil one. So then we choose, 
one compromise at a time, to become deceived.

Fearing God and Letting Go
Our compromise with evil will always put dis-

tance between us and God, but it often causes 
others to stumble as well. This can lead to broken 
relationships in marriages, friendships, families 
and congregations. When there is division among 
God’s people, Satan is present, and we have invited 
him in. We have a grave responsibility to stay pure 
in our hearts and never compromise with the evil 
one, not only for ourselves but for all of God’s peo-
ple now and in the future.

As we practice overcoming and become more 
focused on this great mission in our lives, we begin 
to more deeply understand and take to heart the 
meaning of Proverbs 8:13: “The fear of the Lord is 
to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way 
and the perverse mouth I hate.” 

We can overcome Satan’s influence only if we 
fully submit our lives to God day after day, no mat-
ter how impossible that seems. Often it requires 
letting go of the very things, habits or people 
we believe we cannot let go of. Of the billions of 
human beings on earth, God has called very few at 

this time to be fellow workers in a great and awe-
inspiring plan. Yet many, maybe most, of those 
called to this most undeserved honor fail to treat it 
with proper reverence. In fact many of us at times 
take it woefully for granted. If we find ourselves 
distracted and overly involved with the cares of 
this physical life, we must wake up, be sober, and 
go back to the safety of the light. We must commit 
ourselves again—or maybe for the first time—with 
all of our hearts to giving God everything we’ve 
got, no matter what comes, and no matter the sac-
rifice required. There is no other way for a true 
follower of God to live.

Applying the Golden Rule: Forgiving the 
Worst

In His famous sermon on the mount, Jesus gave 
His followers the ultimate instruction in dealing 
with our fellow man: “Therefore, whatever you 
want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is 
the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12). When 
it comes to our brothers and sisters in Christ, how 
do we apply this principle?

There are poignant biblical examples we can 
learn from, such as David in the case of his pre-
meditated murder of Uriah and Saul who became 
the apostle Paul. David betrayed his most trusted 
soldier, Uriah, to the point of adultery and mur-
der (2 Samuel 11-12), and Saul breathed murder-
ous threats against God’s people, putting them in 
prison or killing them for their faith (Acts 8:1-3, 
1 Corinthians 15:9). Had we been living in those 
times, it’s easy to imagine we might have judged 
these men were not of God, and could have felt 
justified in turning our backs on them. But they 
each went on to become powerful examples of true 
repentance, faith and submission to God’s will. 
Could we have forgiven them if we were Uriah’s 
relatives? Or family members of those faithful ser-
vants of God who were murdered or imprisoned at 
Saul’s command?

So what excuse do we have for lacking compas-
sion and heartfelt prayer for the restoration of a 
brother or sister who is struggling with sin? The 
parable of the lost sheep illustrates beautifully the 
compassion and love we should have for our broth-
ers and sisters, no matter what they’ve done. But, 
what if that lost sheep is you or me? How would we 
want to be treated?

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if 
he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which 
is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when 
he comes home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep which was lost!’ I say to you 
that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just 
persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:4-7).

At times it can be difficult to see how bring-
ing back a wayward sheep could be best for the 
whole flock; sometimes we may even be relieved 
to have them gone! But God’s wisdom is not ours, 
and His love is not fickle like ours. We under-
stand that we ourselves are strengthened when we 
work to restore a brother: “Brethren if a man is 
overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual 
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, consid-
ering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one 
another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ”  
(Galatians 6:1-2).

True Compassion and the Dedicated 
Servant

So what should be our response when we recog-
nize a brother or sister heading down a dark path? 
First pray sincerely—even with fasting—asking for 
eyes to see them the way God does, and for true 
compassion and mercy. We may have to continue 
to pray for this, time and again, possibly for years. 
Then go to your brother with humility and grace, 
not condemning, and talk to him about your con-
cerns (Colossians 4:6). 

Sometimes if he or she doesn’t immediately 
respond with meaningful change or obvious 
action, prayer is all we can do, but often God 
responds to our heartfelt prayer by opening a door 
for us to help. Pray for courage and wisdom to step 
out to help. This simple but profound demonstra-
tion of love will help prepare us to be used by God 
as encouragers and helpers. And that preparation 
won’t just be for one person now, but for so many 
people in the future as we work with Jesus Christ 
to rehabilitate and restore the entire world to God. 

When that time comes, God will not snap His 
fingers and announce that all who attended church 
services faithfully and didn’t break too many com-
mandments are suddenly capable of rehabilitating 
the billions of broken, sinful and troubled people. 
But He will call forward those who spent their 
physical lives laboring, preparing and overcom-
ing their own sins—those who learned humility, 
compassion, mercy, patience and faithfulness. For 
it is these people He will know can be trusted to 
faithfully “go after the one which is lost.”  UN

Continued from previous page
Lost
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March 7: Columbia, Maryland, Congregation 50th Anniversary Celebration

March 7-8: Women’s Enrichment Weekend, Phoenix, Arizona

March 14-15: Families for God Weekend, Twin Cities, Minnesota

March 14: Southeast Regional Formal, Nashville, Tennessee

March 21: Midwest Teen Prom, Columbus, Ohio

April 3: Passover (observed evening before)

April 4-10: Days of Unleavened Bread

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Title Host Literature Airing Period

Who Is the Antichrist? Steve Myers Who Is the 
Antichrist? March 6-12

Three Ways Hollywood 
Gets the Bible Wrong Gary Petty

How to 
Understand the 
Bible

March 13-19

Saved by His Life Darris McNeely Saved by His Life March 20-26

Three Days and Three 
Nights Steve Myers Easter: The Rest of 

the Story March 27-April 2

Speaking in Tongues Darris McNeely The Power of the 
Holy Spirit April 3-9

God’s GPS for You Steve Myers God’s Holy Day 
Plan April 10-16

Managing Your 
Finances Gary Petty Managing Your 

Finances April 17-23

Title Host Date

Celebrate the Feasts Steve Myers Archived

Why the Exodus 
Matters Darris McNeely Archived

The Solution for Sin Steve Myers Archived

What Is Sin? Gary Petty March 4

Why Should We Leave 
Sin? Darris McNeely March 18

First Fruits Steve Myers April 15

The Holy Spirit in Us Gary Petty April 29

Power to Change Darris McNeely May 13

Television Airing Schedule

Beyond Today Bible Study Series

®

®

Archived studies are available online at www.ucg.
org/beyond-today/let-us-keep-the-feasts.


