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Beyond Today Program - "Utopia: Is It Humanly Possible?"

Will mankind ever live without war, grief and suffering? Is world peace even possible? If so, how will it happen?

Watch the Beyond Today program - http://www.ucg.org/beyond-today-program/kingdom-god/utopia-it-humanly-possible
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Transcript - "Utopia: Is It Humanly Possible?"

[Darris McNeely] Have you ever longed for a place where peace and human  harmony is not just a dream? A place where people worked together, shared  together and genuinely cared for one another? There's a town in the heart of  the United States formed for this very purpose. Did it work? Did people create  a utopia in a place they called, New Harmony? 

We went there to learn about two noble efforts to create a  paradise on earth. What we learned is that it takes more than good will and  well-intentioned ideals to create a place where human nature is tamed.

How will this utopia be achieved? Join us on Beyond Today as we discuss "Utopia: Is  It Humanly Possible?"

[Announcer] Join our host, Darris McNeely on Beyond Today!

[music playing in background]

[Darris] This is New Harmony, Indiana. 200 ago, this town was  carved out of the wilderness of the American Midwest by religious group called  Harmonists. They came here to build a self-sufficient community. 

Their community lasted 10 years. The town and its buildings  were sold to another group who also sought to create a perfect, utopian,  society. This second venture failed in less than three years.

What happened? Why did these human efforts to bring about  world peace and equality fall short of expectations? Why did these noble  efforts fail? Let's look at both communities that existed on this spot and  learn why they didn't work. The lessons learned here apply to every other human  attempt to create a perfect society.

The Harmonists - a German fundamentalist group - came to the  Indiana wilderness in the summer of 1814. They were led by a charismatic leader  named George Rapp. Rapp had begun to preach that Jesus Christ's return was  imminent and for he and his followers to be properly prepared for the second  coming, they needed to remove themselves literally into a wilderness and create  a place where they could be prepared. 

They read the scripture in Revelation 12 where "the woman" - a  symbol for the church, fled into the wilderness for three and one half years (Revelation 12:6).  Rapp and his followers believed their action in coming to this spot was in  fulfillment of this verse. They interpreted another passage from the book of  Micah as an "era of the golden rose," and they carved a rose into the stone  lintel above the door of their church to symbolize this belief (Micah 4:8).

You can see the rose here on the recreated doorway of their  church here in New Harmony today. In this place, the Harmonists believed they  had created something revolutionary. A place where people could live together in  peace, love and perfect unity - perfect harmony if you will. Harmony to these  people was a place where the essence of God's Kingdom on earth could be created  by the "unreserved pursuit of Christian perfection."

Harmonists interpreted the early Church of the book of Acts as a communal society  where all material goods were shared in common. They modeled their town on this  belief. New Harmony was a town where members held common shares in the profits  of their work. 

Labor was communally organized. There was full employment.  People rotated jobs to learn all the trades and to avoid boredom. All the  essential trades needed to build and maintain a 19th century town were  represented. There were stonecutters, masons, bricklayers, and carpenters,  weavers spinners, shoemakers, tailors, blacksmiths all were represented. In  addition, the skills needed to plant and process food from the fields to the  tables of the town were there. 

Here is one of the original community ovens. These ovens were  scattered throughout the community. Here the townspeople would take their turns  to keep the ovens hot for others to use and taking turns baking their own  breads and pastries. The Bible talks about "breaking bread" or sharing meals  with each other. This relic, this community oven here, tells us the story of  how they lived. They wanted to share their lives together and baking their  daily bread was one way they did it.

This was one of the Harmonists community buildings. Here they  lived; gathered for fellowships, meals and meetings. Education of children and  adults regardless of gender. The Harmonist culture was committed to universal  education. Their approach was decades ahead of any other public school system  in America. 

Just imagine what these kids were being taught. Here children  would hear about the world they came from in meetings, in rooms and places like  this in their buildings. And they would hear how their society would be  completely different. You can imagine them being told that when they grew up,  they would live in a perfect society. Remember that everyone here involved in  the community, they were in it together. They shared a vision of a society  working together in peace and harmony preparing for the return of Jesus Christ. 

In many ways this community of believers succeeded in its  efforts. They created a sanctuary that allowed members to pursue their version  of Christian perfection. For most of a decade they lived in a stable  environment while they waited for the second coming of Jesus Christ and the end  of human history. 

The Harmonists had one significant belief that had a built-in  problem. In order to prepare for the golden age to come following Christ's  second coming, Rapp interpreted certain biblical scriptures to mean one should  remain celibate - no sexual relations. While this was not strictly enforced, some  marriages and subsequent births did occur in New Harmony, it did lead to the  inevitable backlash. If predictions of the world to come fail then people will  move on with the normal parts of life - marriage and sexual relations being  prominent. 

But in 1824, Rapp decided to sell New Harmony and remove his  followers back to Pennsylvania to create a new settlement. Christ had not  returned as predicted and like any movement built around failed prophecy, the  leader saw a need to renew the commitment of the faithful through the idea of  creating a new life with a new town. On May 24, Rapp left the town with the  first wave of his people and he never returned. 

One of the followers carved this final thought into the  stairwell of his home:

"On the Twenty-fourth of May 1824 we have departed. Lord, with  Thy great help and goodness, in body and soul protect us."

So what happened? Why did this group fail to create the  perfect society? A close look at the Harmonists shows a group of sincere people  who in 10 years at New Harmony accomplished a great deal. They left their mark  on Indiana and American history. But the community had to deal with the basic  problems of human nature, even in this protected environment. Their story is  one of a great German work ethic that combined with a misreading of key biblical  teachings and principles. Even though they sincerely believed they were being  prepared for the second coming of Jesus Christ, their effort to create the  Kingdom of God on earth in advance of the reality fell far short. 

Ironically, Rapp and his Harmonists sold their town to another  utopian visionary. This next chapter of the New Harmony story again illustrates  the point of this program - no human effort to create a utopian society on earth  can succeed. 

We'll look at this second story in just a moment.

If this effort to create a utopia failed, then what hope can  we look to? Where can we look for the sure promise of a better world? The Bible  describes the coming of God's reign on earth - the Kingdom of God. 

And to help you learn more about this, we have prepared a free  Bible study aid titled, Christ's Reign on  Earth: What It Will Be Like. This easy-to-read booklet will help you better  understand why human beings will not be able to create a utopian society on  earth, but how God will! To discover how this will happen, order your own  personal copy of Christ's Reign on Earth:  What It Will Be Like, by calling toll free: 1-888-886-8632. That's 1-888-886-8632.  Or you can go online to BeyondToday.tv.

We only have a limited number of copies of this study aid  available in print. Once we run out, it will be available only as an electronic  download. If you request it right now, you can have this limited-edition study  aid in print. So, call: 1-888-886-8632 to request Christ's Reign on Earth: What It Will Be Like. Or go online to BeyondToday.tv. If you live outside of  North America, please visit us on the Web or write to us at the address shown  on your screen [Beyond
  Today, PO Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254].

The next chapter in the story of New Harmony involves another  visionary utopian. When the original settlers, the Harmonists, decided to sell  the town they found an eager buyer - a Scottish industrialist named Robert Owen.  This is the home of one of his sons. This street corner has four original homes  of the time. You can get a feel for how they lived; that's still preserved. 

Robert Owen was a prosperous owner, one of Great Britain's  largest cotton-spinning mills. His mills in Lanark, Scotland employed upwards  of 1,500 people. Owen ran his mills based on his social principles that one's  environment determined a man's belief and character. Owen believed the human  condition could be improved through education, good health and personal  improvement. Overall his living conditions of his employees were better than  most workers of the day. 

Owen's dream grew to the point where he desired to plant his  social ideas into communities which he felt would create a new and reformed  society. He determined the Old World  would not be suitable so he looked to the New, to America. When he learned New Harmony was for  sale with a readymade set of homes, factories and infrastructure, it seemed the  solution to try his experiment. 

Using his own money and that of others, Owen bought the town  in early 1825. His social ideas for the improvement of mankind were received at  the highest levels of American society. He spoke before the United States  Congress and the U.S.  President James Monroe. His enthusiasm for his project attracted widespread  attention.

Robert Owen's vision was to create a community where property  would be equally owned by all the town's residents. In fact, the town's  constitution called for all to have "similar food, clothing and education" and  all were "to live in similar houses" and "be accommodated alike."

Owen believed that an individual's beliefs and character were  based on his or her environment. Creating a society where everyone was equal  financially and socially should level out the morals of the community. So  raising the education and material goods would ultimately raise the character  of a man. Not always so. 

Listen to the words of one initially enthusiastic supporter of  the experiment. "All (here) are to be in a state of perfect equality. Oh, if  you could see some of the rough uncouth creatures here, I think you would find  it rather hard to look upon them exactly in the light of brothers and sisters." 

Rather than reflecting the ideals of the name of the town "New  Harmony," the residents displayed an increasing tendency toward disharmony.  They endlessly debated each other about the town's constitution. They quarreled  over the division of property and work requirements and educational practices.  The result was that in just three, short years the community disintegrated. 

In fact, several communities formed out of the original. The  divisions were along the lines of personal interests of the individuals. The  "intellectual" group - well they were more interested in things of the mind  rather than working with their hands. Farmers, artisans and tradesmen were more  interested in doing practical work. The attempted solution to these divisions  resulted in a plan to organize around separate "societies": Agricultural and  Pastoral, Mechanical and Manufacturing, and School and Educational.

Like so many other communal living efforts, those who worked  hard and greatly contributed, were put off by those who worked less but  expected to share equally in the rights and goods of the community.

Unfortunately for this social project these divisions  ultimately led to the collapse of Robert Owen's dream. Despite Owen's continued  optimism the divisions were too large. Squabbles over property and other  interests led to lawsuits and bitter feelings. 

In time, Robert Owen left America and returned to Scotland.  His children however, carried on in New Harmony and they made substantial  contributions to America in their own right, but completely apart from the  utopian ideas of their father. 

So, here in this place, called New Harmony, we have the story  of two distinctly different visions for a perfect peaceable Kingdom on earth.  Both failed in their goals. They did not create the Kingdom of God on earth.  Why did they not succeed and why have countless other humanly-devised, utopian  concepts of social and government order been so unsuccessful? Everyone involved  wanted so desperately for it all to work out.

A part of the answer can be found in the very name given to  these ventures. It's the word utopia. The word utopia comes from the Greek and  the literal meaning is "no place." It is used to describe human dreams of a  good or perfect environment. The reality is there never has been a place on  this earth where humans created a perfect peaceful community - in spite of the  many noble efforts to do so. 

So as we peer through the looking glass of time, we see that  their vision of a perfect world came to nothing. One question still remains:  Can we ever achieve a community of peace? What about nationally? Globally? I am  here to tell you about a coming world of peace. The Bible shows us how peace  will come to the entire earth.

You can understand how real, lasting peace and prosperity will  finally come to the earth! To help you understand this wonderful truth, we have  prepared a brand new, free Bible study aid titled: Christ's Reign on Earth: What It Will Be Like. This important study  aid will provide you with many more details that I don't have time to cover  during today's program.

But please keep in mind we're offering this special Bible  study aid in print just for a limited time! After that, it will only be available  online. So, if you would like your own, personal printed copy of Christ's Reign on Earth: What It Will Be  Like, please call us today - toll free: 1-888-886-8632. That's 1-888-886-8632.

When you order the study aid, we'll also send you a free  subscription to The Good News. Each  bi-monthly issue of The Good News is  filled with practical articles to strengthen your family and help you better  understand the Bible and what's ahead for your world.

So, don't wait! You really need this information. Please, call  us now - toll free: 1-888-886-8632. Again, 1-888-886-8632. Or, write to us at the  address shown on your screen  [Beyond
  Today, PO Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254]. You can also read Christ's Reign on Earth: What It Will Be Like and The Good News online at BeyondToday.tv.

I have to tell you, I was fascinated by the story of New  Harmony. It represents mankind's biggest hope and dream - a place where humans  can live together and in peace. 

The Bible opens with the description of a perfect orderly  world known as the  Garden of Eden. The first humans created in the image of God lived here until  they sinned against God. Their choice to defy God's teaching and reject His way  led to their expulsion. Mankind has never been able to return to Eden, to the  perfect age or world depicted in the Bible.

Only God can bring about a restoration of the conditions that  first existed in Eden. Notice what's written in the book of Acts. Peter was inspired to encourage  repentance and conversion on his audience that "your sins may be blotted out,  so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord and that He  may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven and earth  must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken  by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began" (Acts 3:19-21).

  

  Here is the key to understanding why human efforts to build a  perfect utopian society have failed. Here is the revealed truth of how it will  be done - through Jesus Christ coming to this earth to rescue mankind from  oblivion, and to restore harmony through the just rule of the Kingdom of God.  The Bible contains many passages that have motivated these ventures. 

Let's look at two from the prophet Isaiah.

  

  In Isaiah 2  the prophet describes it this way. "He shall judge between the nations, and  rebuke many people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their  spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  neither shall they learn war anymore" (Isaiah 2:4).

  

  It is one of the most impressive images from the Bible. A man  taking his sword and instead of running it through his enemy, he takes a hammer  and beats it into a farming tool. And when he is done with this job, he takes  his spear and turns it into a pruning hook to use it in the orchards and the vineyards  to tend the crops.

  

  Another scripture in Isaiah describes a "kingdom of peace,"  where even the nature of wild animals is tamed. Let's read that one:

  

  "The wolf  also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young goat,  The calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a little child shall  lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down  together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall  play by the cobra's hole, And the weaned child shall put his hand in the  viper's den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the  earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord  as the waters cover the sea" (Isaiah 11:6-9).

  

  These are  powerful scriptures. And many others tell of a time when the desert shall  blossom like a rose (Isaiah 35:1) and the streets of cities will be safe for children and the  elderly (Zechariah 8:5). It is God's desire to restore to this earth the conditions of paradise  where He once had a relationship with man based on trust, good will and love.  This is what God desires more than anything in all creation.

So what  will be the difference in mankind that will be essential to the creation of the  Kingdom of God on earth? What must change? Why did the Harmonists' efforts fail  to build a religious utopia? Why did Robert Owen's socialist vision fail? 

Let's  understand. These two efforts, and all others like them, failed because of one  critical element - the stony human heart - otherwise known as human nature.

  

  God has a  solution for this and it is critical if we are to see these biblical scriptures  come to pass. Notice what God says through the prophet Ezekiel.

  

  "Then I  will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the  stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, that  they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My  people, and I will be their God." (Ezekiel 11:19-20). 

  

  Only the Eternal God can change  man's unyielding, hard, stony heart. And He will do that very thing!

God will change mankind's very  nature and replace it with His own. That is the key. Human nature will have to  be fundamentally changed before peace can break out within the human family.  And that change is based on a willing choice by each person to admit a need for  God in their life, and then submitting their will to God's will.

  

  This is the main action that must  be done by each one of us. God has given you the freedom as a human being. He  gives you freedom of choice. And He commands people everywhere to repent, to  change and to choose life. And that will be the necessary step to begin  creating God's "utopia" on earth - the Kingdom of God.

It can begin now in your life. You  can decide to live today by the teachings and way of life God will establish  within His coming Kingdom. Christ's words in Mark are fitting. He says  "...Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and  saying, 'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and  believe in the gospel'" (Mark 1:14-15).

  

  Christ brought to earth the  eternal gospel of the Kingdom. He showed us the way of life He desires us to  have. We need to live that way now if we want to enter that Kingdom. Christ  announced the coming Kingdom of God and He showed any who hear how to get a  mind that fits the Kingdom.

  

  Peter explains that God has given  us "exceeding great and precious promises" so we "may be partakers of the  divine nature…" (2 Peter 1:4).

What is that divine nature? It is  the very mind of God. It's the way He thinks, believes, judges and acts! That  virtuous, righteous nature - that change of heart - that is produced by God's Holy  Spirit! And that spirit can dwell in you.

So, contrary to what Robert Owen  believed and predicted, humankind will not develop a new, cooperative nature by  humanly devised social reforms. It just can't. And it won't be accomplished  that way!

  

  You see, a change of heart, a  change of thinking and attitude is absolutely needed. It is utterly required if  mankind is really to survive! But it can't be accomplished by human effort. It  can only come from Almighty God!

In the book of Romans, the apostle  Paul wrote: "…do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the  renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and  perfect will of God" (Romans 12:2). 

  

  The transformation, the overhaul  of man's mind, can only be brought about by God through the Holy Spirit.

  

  It has been said, if we are to  create the perfect community we must begin where we are. Visionaries have made  noble efforts to improve mankind by venturing into utopian experiments. Communal experiments have  been tried on every scale and by virtually all forms of belief. All came to an  end without accomplishing their goals.

  

  If we look at the Bible, we have  to conclude that God is beginning to create His Kingdom now with the  individual. You will not be able to change the world. You will not be able to  change even your town or your own neighborhood. Now, don't get me wrong. You  can get involved with a good cause, and you can and you should. You can do good  works and you can make a difference within your sphere of influence. And a  measure of good can alleviate suffering and help make your world a better  place. But let's also be realistic. This world has large problems that are  beyond human ability to solve. And while much good can be done, we must also  admit the global solutions must come from the Creator God.

If you believe in God and His Word,  then you must believe His promises to restore the conditions of peace and  safety to His creation and to this world. God is faithful and He alone has the  power to bring utopia to this earth. And the good news is, He will.

  

  We want you to learn more about  this from the pages of your Bible. Because of that, we have prepared a free Bible  study aid, Christ's Reign on Earth: What  It Will Be Like. I want you to have your own copy. This study guide goes  deeper into the Bible to show you what God promises will be created on this  earth through the righteous work of Jesus Christ.

And also be sure to get your free  subscription to The Good News magazine.  To receive both publications, all you have to do is call: 1-888-886-8632. Once  again that number is: 1-888-886-8632. Or you can go online anytime and read  them at BeyondToday.tv.

  

  The United Church of God has  hundreds of Sabbath-keeping congregations meeting each Saturday across the  United States, Canada, Australia, and around the world. Go to BeyondToday.tv - click on the "Contact"  tab to find a congregation nearest you. Then, call one of our knowledgeable and  caring pastors to share your story with him.

The dream of utopia - world peace,  mankind living without war and suffering - will come to earth but in a different  manner than any sought by these visionary communities. It will come in a manner  foretold by the biblical prophets - through Jesus Christ's second coming in all  power and glory. What these men and women wanted in New Harmony will be  realized, but only through the rule of Jesus Christ on earth.

You can understand what this  coming age will be like and you can experience it in your life today. The  choice is yours.

Thanks for joining us, and be sure to tell your family and  friends about Beyond Today. Tune in  again next week and join us in praying, "Thy Kingdom come." For Beyond Today, I'm Darris McNeely - thanks  for watching.

[Announcer] For  the free literature offered on today's program, go online to BeyondToday.tv. Please join us again  next week on Beyond Today!




Introduction

In the beginning of mankind's history our ancestors had a  decision to make—a choice between God's way and their own way. It was a choice  between obedience and self-will; peace and conflict; eternity and mortality;  and true happiness or pain and suffering. But our parents—Adam and Eve—chose to  do things their own way, and the impact of that choice reverberates through  time to our day. 

 The choice between God's way—represented by the Tree of  Life—and man's way, represented by the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil,  is still taking place today. It involves you and every person on this earth.  You may not realize it, but every single day you make many choices between the  fruits of these two trees. Every day you choose between obedience and  self-will; peace and conflict; eternity and mortality.

 It's a sad statement, but the vast majority of us regularly  choose to eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Most of  humankind decides that they will choose for themselves what is right and  wrong—whatever they feel is best in their own interest. Look around you. Our  world today reflects this choice in its mess of confusion, conflict and broken  hearts and minds.

 But an exciting change is coming.

 Let's find out how!




The Fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil

It's not hard to see how mankind's choice has affected our  world. Consider this description of our time that comes from a perspective  beyond the human sphere:

 "In the last days perilous times will come: for men will be  lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers,  disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers,  without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty,  lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but  denying its power" (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

 The apostle Paul, thousands of years in advance, nailed this  list of many of the causes of humanity's ills. God's Spirit showed clearly the  things we are doing that are making our world more dangerous by the minute.

"No one would survive"

Jesus' disciples knew even then that the world was getting  worse and worse, and would finally reach a point where these and other evils  would crescendo to a final climax. Jesus told them He would return to begin a  new age of peace. So they asked Him, "When will this happen, and what will be  the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" (Matthew 24:3, New  International Version).

 Jesus' answer was breathtaking in its scope, but one phrase  caught their ears. "For then there will be great distress, unequalled from the  beginning of the world till now—and never to be equaled again. If those days  had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the  elect those days will be shortened" (Matthew 24:21-22, NIV, emphasis added).

 The future of humanity is at stake! Jesus Christ identified  the time of His return as a time when human extinction was possible. But He  promised He wouldn't let that happen! The good news is that, before we can  destroy ourselves, the story will change.

His feet will stand…

Jesus Christ will literally return to this earth—to the  highly contested piece of real estate we know as Jerusalem! In the same way the  disciples saw Christ ascend into the clouds after His resurrection, He will  return through the clouds to this earth, but this time with power and great  glory (Acts 1:11; Matthew 24:30).

 That's the biggest news story in history, especially since  if He did not come, humanity would destroy itself. Humankind continues to find  more ways to obliterate every man, woman and child off the face of the earth.

 Biblical prophecy describes in detail the time of great  distress, or tribulation, that will envelope the earth. Wars, disasters,  famines and disease epidemics will decimate the population.

 Finally, when the nations of the world gather for battle at  a place called Armageddon (Revelation 16:14, Revelation 16:16), Christ will swiftly intervene  before it is too late. Sadly, the nations will not recognize or welcome their  Savior, but will fight Him.

 "Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those  nations, as He fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet will stand  on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east" (Zechariah 14:3-4).

 The battle will be over swiftly, ending the painful age of  human misrule. Finally a new day will dawn—a day fresh with the promise of  peace and fulfillment, of joy and purpose, of happiness and accomplishment. The  nightmares of history will fade, and the dreams of mankind will begin to come to  life.

 The time after Christ's return will be wonderful beyond  imagination! No wonder Christians have always prayed, "Your Kingdom come!" At  the end of the book of Revelation, Jesus Christ tells us, "Surely I am coming  quickly." And we fervently respond with the apostle John, "Even so, come, Lord  Jesus!" (Revelation 22:20).

 For more information, read online the free Bible study aids The Middle East in Bible Prophecy and Are We Living in the Time of  the End?.




A Dream Come True

Jesus Christ promised to return and not simply clean up the corruption of ongoing earthly rule, but completely replace all  temporal entities with a completely new and perfect government—one that truly  serves the people.

 This is more than "day one" after an election or a coup, but  a completely astounding "out of this world" intervention by the Kingdom of  heaven—now brought to this earth and imposed on a desperate population in need  of relief from its own human nature. In other words, man is going to be saved  from himself, by none other than his Creator. Are you ready?

 The apostle John foresaw the time when the returning Christ  will destroy those who destroy the earth (Revelation 11:18). He heard a loud  announcement of the best news this troubled world could hear: "The kingdom of  the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall  reign forever and ever" (Revelation 11:15, English Standard Version).

 This begins the time of refreshing, the time of restoration  that the apostle Peter and all the holy prophets had proclaimed (Acts 3:19-21).  It was not to be a restoration of some idyllic golden age of man, but a  restoration of the perfect government of God that had been lost when man  rejected Him in the Garden of Eden.

Real civil service

What will make God's government different from all that have  gone before? Christ described the contrast in a gentle rebuke to His own  students, who had been themselves vying for power.

 "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles [the nations of  the world] lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over  them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great  among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you,  let him be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to  serve, and to give His life a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:25-28).

 Jesus Christ led the way. He gave up all the power of the  universe to come live as a humble carpenter and teacher (Philippians 2:5-8). He  never took advantage of others, but freely let everyone take advantage of what  He had to offer. He looked out for the poor, hungry, sick and disabled. He took  the role of a slave and washed His disciples' feet, and took the role of a  martyr willing to die in our place (John 13:12-15; Romans 5:6-8).

 This is certainly not to say that God's government will not  exercise power when necessary to prevent people from harming each other. But  the difference will be that all decisions will be based on just laws that are  for the real benefit of those governed (Psalm 119:172; Deuteronomy 6:24).

 Love is the underlying foundation of all God's laws (Matthew  22:37-40), and these good and fair laws will be administered by perfect leaders  and judges who have learned to apply justice with mercy (Matthew 12:7;  Matthew 18:23-35; Matthew 23:23).

Perfect leaders

In the human realm, even the best leaders are too often  stymied by red tape, corrupt bureaucracies and humanly insolvable problems. And  sadly, too many of them also get trapped in the web of corruption and scandal.

 But God has been working with people today to form in them  His own righteous character so that He can make them incorruptible in every way  at Christ's return. Those who have been faithful, some even to death as  martyrs, will be changed or "raised incorruptible," with godly power and  immortality (1 Corinthians 15:50-53).

 Christ promised His people: "To him who overcomes I will  grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My  Father on His throne" (Revelation 3:21). They will assist Him in fairly,  mercifully and effectively serving those who survive the catastrophes of the  end of man's age of rulership.

 With the power and love of the Creator behind them, these  resurrected servants of God will be able to clean up the corruption and cut  through the Gordian knots that have had humanity in a stranglehold.

 Who will rule with Christ in His Kingdom? The Bible actually  mentions a few people with their specific job assignments in God's future  government.

 For example, in Ezekiel 34 God compared His nation of Israel  to a flock of sheep. (This includes both the people of Judah and the northern  10 tribes that had previously gone into captivity and become lost in history.  See the Bible study aid booklet The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy for more  about this fascinating part of the story.)

 During this time of man's misrule, the people of Israel have  been mistreated by their "shepherds" and been preyed upon by those around. But  God promises to save them at Christ's return. "I will establish one shepherd  over them, and he shall feed them—My servant David" (Ezekiel 34:23). King David will  be resurrected and will again serve as king of the whole nation of Israel  (Jeremiah 30:9).

 The Bible also reveals who will serve with David as leaders  of each of the 12 tribes of Israel. Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly I  say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of  His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging  the twelve tribes of Israel" (Matthew 19:28).

 The Bible doesn't tell the exact job titles of most of the  saints. But it is clear that Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob  and Joseph, Moses and Rahab, and many more heroes of faith in the Old and New  Testaments and beyond, will serve with Christ in bringing a fair and  compassionate government to a world that so sorely needs it (Hebrews 11).


Causes of War

Human history is, at its core, the story of wars. We have  historians and experts who study what led up to them, what weapons were  developed and used, who was hurt most by them, who was considered the winner  and what was done to prepare for the next one.

 The spaces in between wars are often referred to as peace,  but too often they are merely times of sorrow and recovery from the war just  past or fear and preparation for the war to come. Precious little peace can be  found in human history.

 The Bible reveals that the cause of violence goes all the  way back to the rebellion of Lucifer, who became known as Satan (Isaiah 14:12;  Luke 10:18). "You became filled with violence within, and you sinned," Ezekiel  records about this rebellion (Ezekiel 28:16). Satan is described as a murderer,  a roaring lion seeking prey and a dragon making war in heaven and on earth  (John 8:44; 1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:7,  Revelation 12:17).

 Satan, humanity's greatest adversary, currently rules this  world, and broadcasts his attitudes of hate and violence into the minds of men  (2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2). His influence helps amplify our natural  selfishness to a fevered pitch as described by James:

 "Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not  come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? You lust and do  not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war" (James  4:1-3).

 And so we find ourselves in a world that desperately needs  and desires peace, yet which is far from it. Cries of "peace, peace" are too  often wishful thinking, political maneuvering or outright deception (Jeremiah  6:14; 1 Thessalonians 5:3). Paul accurately described the human condition this  way:

 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction and misery  are in their ways; and the way of peace they have not known" (Romans 3:15-17).

 Thankfully the Bible reveals that Jesus Christ will rescue  this world from the final throes of the most destructive world war, before we  annihilate ourselves (Matthew 24:22). Under His rule the elusive way of peace  will finally be taught.

Swords into plowshares

In New York City today, outside the United Nations  buildings, a famous sculpture of a man beating a sword into a farm implement  captures the longing of humanity for peace—and hints at the way it will truly  come. The inspiration for the statue—and the true hope for disarmament and  peace—comes from a beautiful prophecy in Isaiah.

 "Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the  mountain of the Lord's house shall be established on the top of the mountains,  and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it.

 "Many people shall come and say, 'Come, and let us go up to  the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us  His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.' For out of Zion shall go forth the  law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

 "He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many people;  they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning  hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn  war anymore" (Isaiah 2:2-4; repeated in Micah 4:1-3).

 What a wonderful vision! Finally disputes between nations  will be resolved without resorting to the horrors of war (which only plant the  seeds of future conflict). At last, nations will be forced to disarm, but they  will soon realize they have nothing to fear, since their neighbors will all be  disarmed as well.

 War colleges will be shut down and the militaries disbanded.  No more will the young, with their bright hopes and great potentials, be used  as cannon fodder. Instead of investing the best minds and greatest resources  into developing weapons of destruction, nations will be able to invest in  making life better for all their citizens.

 Today some of the most impoverished nations in the world  import inordinate amounts of arms. Weapons make up 33.5 percent of Eritrea's  imports and 20.5 percent of Ethiopia's (John D. Wright, Guide to the State  of the World, 2005, p. 87). Gone will be these wasteful arms races, and  today's dangerous neighborhoods—like in the Middle East, where 40 percent of  arms exports go—will be peaceful at last.


The Way of Peace

Though Christ's rule will begin by halting wars using  supernatural force, soon peace will spread through education in the way of  peace. Christ's followers are taught to become peacemakers even in this present  age (Matthew 5:9), and will teach others in the world to come.

 Paul described some of the elements of this way of peace in  his letter to the Romans: "Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud,  but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes  of everybody.

 "If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at  peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's  wrath, for it is written: 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay,' says the Lord.

 "On the contrary: 'If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he  is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning  coals on his head.' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good"  (Romans 12:16-21, New International Version).

 Many other biblical passages detail the attitude and  approach of the peacemaker (for example, open your Bible and take time to read  Romans 8:5-8; Romans 14:17-19; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; 1 Corinthians 14:33; Philippians 2:3-5; Philippians 4:6-9;  and James 3:17-18).

 The way of peace, coupled with the justice and mercy of  God's government, will provide effective conflict resolution on the personal  and national level. Ultimately, every conflict can have a win-win solution that  will benefit all parties for eternity.

Rebuilding and renewal

After the most devastating war in human history, there will  be an incredible amount of cleanup and rebuilding to do. But this time people  will be able to rebuild knowing that it won't all be destroyed again in a few  years by another war.

 This time the rebuilding will be done in a sensible and  sustainable way. Cities will be clean and safe. Villages and farmlands will be  productive and beautiful. Picture these scenes from the words of the prophets:

 "I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; they  shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and  drink wine from them; they shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them"  (Amos 9:14).

 "So they will say, 'This land that was desolate has become  like the garden of Eden; and the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now  fortified and inhabited" (Ezekiel 36:35).

 Even Jerusalem, the most fought over piece of real estate in  history, will finally live up to the meaning of its name as a city of peace and  safety:

 "Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of  Jerusalem, each one with his staff in his hand because of great age. The  streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets"  (Zechariah 8:4-5).

 A world without war will be incredibly better than today's  world. But a world with true peace—resulting from following God's way of  peace—will be fantastic almost beyond human imagination! 

 God promises a world of peace and prosperity will come  (Micah 4:1-4)! It's what everyone has always wanted, but mankind has never been  able to achieve it. Why?




The  Entire World is in Need of a Heart Transplant

 God promises a world of peace and prosperity will come  (Micah 4:1-4)! It's what everyone has always wanted, but mankind has never been  able to achieve it. Why? 

 Why is humanity helpless to bring peace?

 Science and technology haven't brought it. All the  experiments in various governmental and economic systems haven't moved us  closer to peace, but seem to draw us ever nearer to destruction.

 Education should be a key to the kind of world we want. As  God said, "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge" (Hosea 4:6). But the  kind of knowledge funneled into students' minds today doesn't seem to produce  lasting happiness or to have brought the world closer to peace. Nor are parents  instilling values and character training in their children at home.

 Hosea makes it clear the missing knowledge is about God and  His laws (Hosea 4:6-10). Modern education ignores and ridicules spiritual  knowledge and belief in a Creator God. When humans are seen as evolving  animals, and survival of the fittest is considered the active principle of the  universe, how can we expect anything but selfishness and war-mongering? When  information about the physical universe is seen as the highest knowledge, how  can we expect anything more than greed and materialism?

 When children are molded more by their entertainment and  their peers than they are by spiritually mature and wise parents, how can  future generations be truly prepared for life?

 But, some would counter, has religion done any better?  Haven't many bloody wars, atrocities and acts of terrorism been perpetrated in  the name of religion?

 The truth is, sadly, the major religions of the world do not  fully follow the precepts of the Bible. They too have rejected or not known the  way of peace. God's way has never been fully tried in this world. But it will  be!

Source of evil removed

The Bible describes an evil being who has literally deceived  the whole world from the time of the Garden of Eden until now (Revelation  12:9). He is the enemy of God, and fights to prevent humans from understanding  and following God's ways.

 But at Christ's return, John in vision saw an angel who  "laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and  bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and  shut him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no  more till the thousand years were finished" (Revelation 20:2-3).

 Satan's "broadcast" (Ephesians 2:2) of negative attitudes  and emotions will be ended! Finally mankind will be freed from slavery to Satan  and sin! No more will religious deception be spread. Materialistic and  humanistic education will be replaced with true education of the whole  person—heart, mind and spirit.

 Moreover, children will learn godly values from birth,  growing up in stable homes led by lovingly strong fathers and nurtured by wise  and caring mothers.

 However, even without Satan's active presence, our human  minds have been programmed throughout our lives to think the way Satan thinks.  It will take time for God's way of thinking to sink in. The traditions,  ideologies and thought patterns that come naturally today will eventually be  seen for what they are—harmful and self-destructive. In the meantime, God's  educational system will spread around the world, sometimes meeting pockets of  resistance.

 Interestingly, the Holy Days of God described in Leviticus  23 and reflected in many New Testament passages provide an outline of God's  plan. (For more on this, read the free Bible study aid God's Holy Day  Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind) The Bible tells us they will  eventually be celebrated universally in God's Kingdom, just as they are today  by His faithful Church.

 "And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all  the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to  worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles"  (Zechariah 14:16).

 There is an indication that even this wonderful festival  might be met with resistance. Zechariah records that God will need to encourage  uncooperative nations to come to the Feast by withholding rain from them  (verses 17-19). To overcome the influences held over from the "present evil  age" (Galatians 1:4), this will be a necessary step.

 But God knows such encouragement and coercion are not the  ultimate solution. For people to become good citizens of His Kingdom, they must  individually choose to make changes.




Changing Hearts and Minds

The author of Hebrews makes clear the changes needed to  transform humans from the selfish and self-destructive beings of today to the  giving, peacemaking and joyful citizens of God's Kingdom. For without changes  to the human heart, we would soon revert to the evils of today rather than  sustaining the beautiful world tomorrow.

 "'For this is the covenant that I will make with the house  of Israel [and eventually with all people—Romans 2:29; Romans 10:11-13; 1 Timothy 2:4]  after those days,' says the Lord: 'I will put My laws in their mind and write  them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people'"  (Hebrews 8:10, quoted from Jeremiah 31:33).

 The problems of the world can ultimately be traced back to  breaking God's eternal law of love. He has revealed that law in the Bible  through the Ten Commandments, the first four of which show how to love God the  way He wants to be loved, and the last six show how to love our neighbor as  ourselves (Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 22:37-40). These principles are explained  and expanded throughout the Bible in every word of God.

 But even the people to whom God revealed these laws did not  keep them. As Hebrews records, the fault with the first covenant was "with  them," not with the perfect laws (Hebrews 8:7-8). When Israel agreed to obey  God's laws, He told Moses wistfully, "Oh, that they had such a heart in them  that they would fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be  well with them and with their children forever!" (Deuteronomy 5:29).

 Breaking those eternal laws required the death penalty.  God's gracious plan included the incredible sacrifice of Jesus Christ to pay  that penalty in our place, so that the perfectly just and righteous God could  also be perfectly merciful.

 Because Christ willingly took our place, He said, "I will be  merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I  will remember no more" (Hebrews 8:12).

A heart transplant

But God's graciousness doesn't end there. He also made it  possible for us to have a new heart—one capable of living His way of love,  obeying His laws.

 "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within  you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of  flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,  and you will keep My judgments and do them" (Ezekiel 36:26-27).

 The apostle Paul outlines this process in Romans 12:2: "Do  not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your  mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of  God."

 The Bible describes this process as including repentance—not  only seeing the need for forgiveness and conversion, but also deeply, humbly  seeking God's mercy and fully committing to a life of change. It includes  belief in God and acceptance of Christ's sacrifice to pay our penalty for sin.

 This is followed by baptism, symbolizing burying the old  person. Then comes the gift of God's Holy Spirit that makes it possible for us  to truly become like God (Acts 2:38; Acts 3:19; Acts 8:37-38; Romans 6:3-7).

 The many scriptures on this vital subject are amplified in  the helpful free study aids Transforming Your Life: The Process of  Conversion and The Road to Eternal Life.




The Wonders of the World Beyond Today

You've heard of the seven wonders of the ancient world, and  some have tried to list the buildings and monuments that could be considered  the wonders of the modern world. But what will the wonders of God's Kingdom be? 

 However magnificent the buildings will be, they will pale in  comparison to the "wonders" described in Galatians 5:22-23. These nine fruits  of God's Spirit are building blocks in producing God's heart and mind within  us. Imagine a world where the works of the flesh listed in Galatians 5:19-21 no  longer prevail. Better yet, imagine a world where these fruits of the Spirit  are growing and spreading: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,  longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control."

 Imagine having a neighbor like that. Imagine having a  teacher, a boss, a police officer and a mayor treat you that way—God's way!

 What a wonderful world that will be! What an incredible  future is ahead!


Jesus Chris is coming with His Kingdom—Choose life today!

Everyone has a choice—a choice between life and death, good  and evil and between God's Kingdom and Satan's. Right now mankind has chosen  Satan's way—symbolized by the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

 But soon a new Kingdom is coming, not ruled by chaos and  self-will, but by a King who loves peace and will reign in service and love to  all mankind. Wars will cease and be replaced by brother and sister nations who  will worship together in spirit and in truth. Sickness and disease will be  cured, and the city streets will be filled with joy and laughter.

 The choice is set before you. What will you choose? Will you  choose Satan's way of self-will and destruction? Or will you choose God's way  of a Christ-like life built on service and love?

 Don't wait! Choose God's Kingdom—choose life—today!
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